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In  entering  upon  the  nineteenth  year  of  its  existence  the  Ob- 
server takes  a  survey  of  the  present  position  of  Homoeopathy  in 
the  United  States,  and  thankfully  records  its  gratitude  for  the  prom- 
ise  of  the  prospect. 

Our  colleges  were  never  more  liberally  patronized,  and  our  au- 
thors were  never  so  prolific. 

Some  weighty  questions  have  arisen  within  the  School,  have 
been  discussed  within  the  School,  and  are  being  adjudicated  within 
the  school  fairly  and  with  safety.  If  there  has  been  any  schism  it 
has  been  of  absolute  benefit  to  the  majority,  and  a  decennial 
sloughing-off  of  extremists  is  a  desideratum. 

The  golden  mean  between  the  extremes  has  the  vantage 
ground,  and  we  reiterate  the  statement  made  in  our  Introductory  of 
two  years  ago:  "The  Observer  finds  its  Homoeopathy  in  the  mid- 
dle ground,  between  materialism  and  mysticism — the  territory 
wherein  it  has  had  its  grandest  triumphs,  and  wherein  a  ripe  expe- 
rience will  forever  find  it." 

The  union  of  the  Schools,  so  much  desired  by  some,  is  as  far 
off  as  ever.  Instances  of  individual  liberality  of  thought  there  have 
been  in  the  past  year,  but  they  are  of  no  special  significance.  Such 
there  always  have  been,  and  always  will  be;  but  of  evidence  of 
change  of  heart  on  the  part  of  the  Old  Physic  none  can  be  discov- 
covered  by  even  the  most  sanguine. 

They  who  affect  to  be  "regulars"  will  not  affiliate  with  us,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  "hope  deferred"  will  not  make  any  of  our 
self-appointed  olive-branch-bearers  heart  sick. 

Meanwhile  all  can  see  that  our  truths  are  finding  ready  though 
unacknowledged  acceptance  at  an  even  increasing  rate.  Homoeo- 
pathy is  leading  the  progressive  therapeutics  of  the  age.    Deny  it 
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who  may,  the  fact  remains,  and  will  be  recognized  by  the  future 
historian.  This  is  at  once  the  silentest  and  the  surest  conquest; 
that  it  is  also  irresistable  is  evident,  for  of  his  own  free  will  and 
choice  no  man  accepts  in  practice  that  which  he  despises  in  precept 
and  detests  in  name. 

Our  duty  is  plain;  we  must  educate  our  own  students  to  the 
utmost.  We  are  no  longer  so  few  that  we  are  obliged  to  accept 
anything  in  the  sembance  of  a  recruit.  We  must  now  rigidly  se- 
lect our  soldiery.  We  must  insist  upon  honest  work  in  our  colleges, 
and  we  must  closely  scrutinize  our  teachers.  A  respectable  plod- 
ding dolt  must  be  placed  on  the  retired  list,  and  our  every  Professor 
must  give  evidence  of  being  fully  abreast  with  all  that  pertains  to 
his  chair.  We  must  stamp  out  that  petty  lecture  room  trick  of 
"talking  against  time,"  of  which  we  have  sorry  examples  in  high 
places. 

We  should  also  award  to  such  of  our  colleges  as  are  doing  the 
best  work  the  honor  which  they  have  earned;  in  other  words,  we 
must  begin  to  make  public  distinctions  between  the  scholastic  value 
of  the  degree  of  different  colleges.  From  neglect  of  this  we  are 
unjust  to  our  best  teachers.  To-day  a  diploma  from  anywhere 
qualifies  for  practice,  and  no  more  is  asked.  But  this  is  palpable  in- 
justice to  those  who  earn  their  degrees  by  prescribed  courses  of 
study  through  long  years.  At  the  meeting  when  the  Homceopath- 
ic  Society  for  the  city  of  New  York  was  first  organized  the  vener- 
able Dr.  Jno.  F.  Gray  said  he  was  not  willing  to  allow  a  diploma 
which  did  not  mean  graduation  after  due  attendance  on  lectures  and 
examinations  to  be  estimated  the  same  as  a  regularly  obtained  de- 
gree. And  he  was  right.  A  purchased  diploma  is  a  badge  of 
disgrace  and  not  of  honor. 

Let  us  insist  also  on  the  place  of  graduation  as  an  indispensa- 
ble appendage  to  every  homoeopathic  physician's  title.  For  in- 
stance: John  Brown,  M.  D.  (B.  U.),  John  Smith,  M.  D.  (N.  Y.  H. 
C).  The  value  and  the  need  of  such  a  distinction  is  evident.  It 
will  distinguish  sheep  from  goats  in  the  instance  of  both  students 
and  teachers,  and  it  will  soon  demonstrate  which  of  our  colleges  are 
licensing  incomptetency  both  in  the  faculty  and  the  profession. 

By  this  means  the  profession  can  guard  itself  against  the  dis- 
honesty of  any  and  all  faculties.    An  advanced  civilization  frames 
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enactments  against  adulterations  of  food,  and  surely  mind  poison  is 
more  deleterious  than  body  poison. 

Some  such  action  is  imperative,  for  our  survival  as  a  School 
depends  upon  those  who  are  to  represent  us  in  the  near  future.  Our 
sole  hope  is  in  the  ripe  scholarship  of  our  immediate  successors. 
When  once  our  enemy  learns  the  secret  of  the  similars  the  half- 
educated  homoeopath  will  go  to  the  wall,  and  justly. 

The  burthen  falls  on  the  colleges.  If  they  do  their  full  duty 
all  will  be  well;  if  they  fall  short  of  it  those  now  living  will  see 
the  end. 

The  Observer  hopes  to  fill  the  new  year  with  usefulness  and 
to  that  end  it  asks  the  aid  of  all.  Our  old  contributors  will  accept 
our  hearty  thanks,  and  we  will  welcome  new  ones  to  our  columns. 
Let  no  experience  be  lost,  and  let  each  one  seek  to  diffuse  his  own 
limited  usefulness  among  the  many. 

A  Happy  New  Tear  to  all! 
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Eighteen  years  of  a  man's  life,  previous  to  his  sixtieth  year 
may  be  supposed  to  represent  the  maturity  of  his  manhood,  the 
effectiveness  of  experience,  and  the  ripening  of  mental  strength. 
These  have  been  cheerfully  given  to  the  profession  in  the  conduct 
of  the  American  Observer  since  1863.  How  many  more  years 
there  remains  for  us  we  do  not  know,  and  do  not  wish  to  know. 
The  future  is  hidden,  and  is  one  of  the  secret  things  that  belong  to 
Him,  which  we  would  not  dare  to  look  into  even  if  it  were 
possible.  But  this  we  may  do,  we  can  say  that  the  past  eighteen 
years  of  service  can  fairly  be  taken  as  an  earnest  of  what  we  will  do 
in  the  future,  if  life  is  prolonged  and  health  and  strength  permit. 
Our  friends  will  ask  no  stronger  pledge  than  this.  Perhaps  they 
will  consider  this  much  better  than  a  profusion  of  promises. 


Represents  the  States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Michi- 
gan, Indiana,  Illinois,  Georgia;  the  East  as  well  as  the  West,  the 
North  as  well  as  the  South,  and  avoiding  merely  local  interests  we 
•hall  aim  to  make  it  hereafter  more  distinctively  American.  Our 
editorial  staff  also  represents  the  use  of  both  high  and  low  poten- 
cies, but  not  the  views  of  extremists  or  exclusives. 

HOMCEOFATHIC  BUT  NOT  EXCLUSIVE. 

We  repeat  the  statement  made  in  1879:  "Some  of  our  read- 
ers have  been  opposed  to  us  because  we  have  published  reports  of 
cures  with  high  potencies,  numbered  us  among  the  transcendental- 
ists,  and  regretted  that  we  did  not  give  our  pages  exclusively  to 
reports  from  rational  physicians;  then  others  have  looked  upon  the 
Journal  with  disfavor  for  opposite  reasons,  because  we  report  cures 
with  low  dilutions  and  even  crude  tinctures.  It  is  fully  time  that 
all  should  know  that  while  bearing  aloft  the  flag  of  Similia,  and 
never  trailing  this  in  the  dust,  we  are  not  exclusive  or  intolerant. 
Our  pages  furnish  a  broad  platform  upon  which  any  honorable 
physician  can  have  a  hearing.  Such  has  been  our  course  in  its  past 
and  such  it  will  be  in  the  future.  Its  character  and  purpose  will  re- 
main the  same.  We  have  put  into  the  Journal  many  years  of  hard 
and  honest  work;  we  do  not  lament  an  hour  that  has  been  spent 
upon  it.  It  has  been  painstaking,  but  very  satisfactory  labor.  It 
has  commanded  the  energies  of  our  mature  manhood,  and  will  yet 
receive,  while  life  and  health  remains,  the  hearty  service  of  one 
who  works  for  a  much-loved  object." 


OUR   EDITORIAL  CORPS 
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translations  from  foreign  journals. 

We  have  been  favored  for  a  number  of  years  with  some  of  the 
best  translations  from  European  Medical  Literature  that  have  ap- 

S eared, and  our  indebtedness  to  our  worthy  colleague, S.Lilienthal, 
1.  D.,  of  New  York,  for  these  labors,  have  been  gratefully  ex- 
pressed from  time  to  time.  With  failing  eyesight  our  friend  may 
not  be  able  to  continue  these  contributions  but  we  shall  hope  for  the 
complete  restoration  of  his  vision,  and,  with  the  unabated  interest  in 
the  Observer  which  he  maintains,  our  readers  will  again  be  en- 
abled to  welcome  the  work  of  his  pen. 

SANITARY  SCIENCE. 

Bushrod  W.  James,  M.  D.,  helped  us  greatly  for  some  fifteen 
years  in  the  department  of  Surgery.  At  his  own  request  we  trans- 
ferred him  to  the  department  of  Sanitary  Science^  which  he  will 
doubtless  enrich  by  original  contributions,  the  result  of  his  personal 
observations  and  study  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

[otology  and  ophthalmology. 

*~The  papers  upon  these  topics  published  during  the  past  year 
have  not  been  many  but  we  can  point  to  them  with  just  pride  as 
being  of  a  very  high  order  of  merit.  H.  C.  Houghton,  M.  D., 
and  Geo.  S.  Norton,  M.  D.,  will  continue  in  editorial  charge. 

Dr.  Houghton  was  quite  an  invalid  for  a  long  period  in  1881, 
but  we  understand  that  he  has  fully  recovered.  We  rejoice  at  this, 
as  will  all  of  our  many  readers. 

materia  medica 

Has  always  been  a  strong  department  in  the  Observer,  and  we 
may  look  for  increased  strength  under  the  trenchant  pen  of  Prof. 
S.  A.  Jones.  It  is  well  to  have  such  a  lover  of  truth  for  its  own  sake, 
and  such  a  sharp  critic,at  such  a  post.  As  soon  as  you  know  a  man  is 
untruthful  there  is  an  end  of  you  confidence  in  his  report  of  symp- 
toms of  a  medicine,  or  his  record  of  cases  cured.  In  the  hand-to- 
hand  conflict  with  death  we  must  know  our  weapons. 

SURGERY. 

Prof.  H.  F.  Biggar,  M.  D.,  of  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital 
College,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  remains  in  his  place  in  charge  of  the 
department  of  Surgery.  He  wields  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,  as 
well  as  the  scalpel  of  a  skilful  operator,  and  will  make  his  labors  in 
the  editorial  chair  tell  in  as  marked  a  manner  as  he  has  those  of  the 
lecture  room  and  the  operating  table. 
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PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 

Dr.  C.  P.  Hart  will  remain  in  editorial  charge  of  this  depart- 
ment. The  series  of  papers  upon  Diseases  of  the  Air  Passages  will 
probably  be  closed  in  our  next  issue.  We  shall  then  look  for  a 
large  number  of  brief  but  important  papers  relating  to  homoeopath- 
ic practice,  in  his  careful  style. 

PHYSIOLOGICAL  CHEMISTRY. 

Some  of  our  readers  expected  that  this  department  would  be 
dry  and  unprofitable.  They  have  been  agreeably  disappointed  in 
finding  that  its  editor  Prof.  Clifford  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  has  made 
it  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  practical  of  all. 

GYNECOLOGY. 

Our  esteemed  colleague  C.  S.  Morley,  M.  D.,  of  Pontiac,  ' 
Michigan,  who  is  an  expert  gynaecologist,  and  an  excellent  writer, 
did  us  good  service  in  editorial  charge  of  this  department  last  year. 
The  present  number  contains:  Chips  from  a  Country  Doctor's 
Shop,  and  an  article  by  Dr.  Phil  Porter,  of  Detroit,  now  in  Vienna, 
upon  Dysmenorrhea,  and  these  will  be  followed  in  subsequent 
issues  by  papers  of  an  eminently  practical  character. 

clinical  observations. 

Under  editorial  charge  of  H.  W.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  of  Terra 
Haute,  Indiana,  will  doubtless  become  one  of  the  most  profitable 
departments  of  the  Journal.  He  is  a  very  successful  practitioner, 
an  able  writer,  and  an  efficient  editor.  (Contributions  of  clinical 
reports,  brief  and  explicit,  are  especially  requested.) 

OBSTETRICS. 

The  obstetrical  department  for  the  year  will  be  better  than 
ever.  The  editor,  J.  H.  Marsden,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  author  of  a  val- 
ued work  upon  this  subject,  will  continue  his  editorial  labors,  pre- 
senting original  paper  from  his  own  pen,  and  also  contributions 
from  our  subscribers  and  readers. 

BOOK  NOTICES  AND  REVIEWS. 

The  Observer  has  obtained  many  commendations  for  the 
character  of  its  Reviews ;  these  will  continue  to  be  impartial  and 
critical.  The  Book  Notices,  while  brief,  will  be  truthful  and  fair. 
No  unworthy  book  will  receive  a  word  of  commendation  no  mat- 
ter who  is  the  author  or  where  it  is  published. 
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THE  LAUGH  CURE. 

Since  the  commencement  of  our  labors  in  18rM  we  have  de- 
voted ten  or  twelve  pages  a  year  to  The  Laugh  Cure,  with  the 
motto,  "A  merry  heart  doeth  good  like  a  medicine"  Rejecting 
everything  of  an  impure  or  doubtful  character,  we  expect  to  con- 
tinue this  department.  The  present  number  is  enriched  by  Prof. 
Helmuth's  lines,  Surgery  vs.  Medicine,  which  will  be  recognized 
as  a  specimen  of  rich  humor.  We  have  in  view  the  publication 
during  1882  of  The  Doctor  Woman,  Medical  Pomposity,  and  much 
that  we  have  printed  in  the  eighteen  volumes  of  the  Observer 
under  Laugh  Cure,  with  a  number  of  other  anecdotes,  etc.,  etc., 
etc.,  in  a  finely  printed  and  bound  volume,  at  $1.25 — to  subscribers 
in  advance  of  publication  at  $1. 

professional  intelligence. 

A  page  or  two  will  be  devoted  each  month  to  personal  notices 
and  items  of  homoeopathic  news,  etc.    We  trust  our  readers  will 
send  us  by  postal  cards,  news  clippings  or  newspapers,  any  items  of 
general  interest  that  they  may  desire  to  have  published. 
• 

REJECTED  manuscripts 

Will  be  returned  upon  application.  We  use  everything  that  is  sent 
us  that  we  consider  available  or  useful  and  when  we  cannot  publish 
we  cheerfully  return  manuscript  to  the  authors. 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

Will  be  restricted  to  the  cover  and  colored  pages,  and  from  even 
the  regular  advertising  pages  all  quack  medicine,  nostrum  or  hum- 
bug advertisements  will  be  carefully  excluded. 

A  CLASSIFIED  INDEX 

Was  published  with  the  close  of  our  tenth  year,  and  we  propose 
another  at  the  close  of  next  year,  which  will  be  the  twentieth  year 
of  the  publication.  The  use  of  these  indices  will  enable  any  phys- 
ician to  readily  refer  to  all  that  has  been  printed  on  any  topic  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Journal. 

PUNCTUALITY. 

The  Observer  by  the  promptness  of  its  issue  for  so  many 
years  obtained  the  reputation  of  being  the  most  punctual  of  all  the 
Journals.  Sickness  of  the  publisher  at  one  time,  and  of  the  printer 
at  another,  made  our  issues  of  1881  very  tardy.  We  have  a  new 
printer  now,  and  the  publisher  is  convalescent,  and  there  is  prospect 
of  the  old  promptitude  for  the  new  year. 
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CORDIAL  GREETING 

Is  sent  to  all  our  friends  with  the  New  Year !  May  it  be  rich  in  its 
personal  favors  to  every  one;  a  year  of  prosperity  to  our  National 
and  State  organizations;  a  year  of  blessing  to  our  authors  and  edit- 
ors; a  year  of  right  advancement  to  our  colleges;  a  year  of  success 
in  healing  in  all  our  hospitals  and  dispensaries.  May  it  witness  hun- 
dreds of  conversions  from  the  ranks  of  the  old  school,  the  discom- 
fiture of  errorists  and  extremists,  and  the  establishment  of  the  truth 
of  Similia  in  the  hearts  of  thousands. 

BACK  VOLUMES. 

Until  further  notice  we  offer  unbound  volumes  of  this  Journal 
for  any  year  since  1864  for  93  cents  each,  postage  prepaid ;  or  by 
express,  not  prepaid,  at  75  cents  each  set.  Cloth  bound  volumes  at 
25  cents  extra,  half  bound  morocco  at  90  cents  extra.  As  the  vol- 
umes contain  a  large  amount  of  practical  matter,  and  are  fully  in- 
dexed, with  a  classified  index  at  close  of  first  series  (Vol.  X),  they 
are  excellent  for  every  day  reference.  23f~The  supply  is  limited 
and  early  calls  will  be  necessary  to  secure  complete  setsicjgFfl 

Observer  for  1882  and  an  unbound  volume  of  any  previous 
year  since  1864,  by  mail  prepaid  for  $8.75. 

Odd  numbers  to  complete  sets  for  binding  will  be  furnished,  as 
far  as  practicable,  at  10  cents  each,  postage  prepaid. 

BOOKS  FREE  POSTAGE  OR   EXPRESSAGE  PREPAID. 

Upon  receipt  of  $2.00  for  American  Observer  for  1882  one 
copy  of  Hill's  Epitome  Homoeopathic  Healing  Art  will  be 
mailed  prepaid  to  new  subscribers. 

Upon  receipt  of  $4.00  for  American  Observer  for  1882  and 
and  1883  one  copy  of  Dr.  Hart's  treatise  upon  Diseases  of  the 
Eye,  or  Sten's  Therapeutics  or  Chepmell's  Hints,  will  be 
mailed  prepaid. 

Upon  receipt  of  $6.00  for  American  Observer  for  3882,  1883 
and  1884,  one  copy  of  Dr.  Hart's  work  upon  Diseases  of  the 
Brain  and  Eye,  will  be  mailed  prepaid. 

Upon  receipt  of  $8.00  for  American  Observer  for  1882,  1883, 
1884  and  1885,  one  copy  of  Richardson's  Obstetrics  will  be 
mailed  free. 
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COMPLIMENTARY  COPIES 

Of  any  one  of  the  following  will  be  mailed  prepaid  to  any  of 
our  subscribers  who  remit  in  advance  for  1882 : 

Doctor  Woman— Aiken  Hark. 

Charge  on  Typhoid  Fever. 

Mitchell  on  Urine. 

Meyhoffer  on  Consumption. 

Lodge  on  Asiatic  Cholera. 

Hoyne  on  Fevers. 

Homoeopathic  Tracts — Assortment. 

Gilchrist  on  Tumors. 

More  on  Scarlatina. 

Payne  on  Lilium  Tierrinum. 

Present  State  Practice  of  Physic. 

Ruddock  on  Consumption. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE 

Will  remain  as  before: 

Two  dollars  if  paid  in  advance. 

Two  dollars  and fifty  cents  if  payment  is  deferred  until  after 
six  months. 

As  we  are  anxious  to  get  new  subscribers  we  offer  two  copies 
of  the  Observer,  to  separate  addresses  at  three  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  and  three  copies  at  five  dollars,  one  old  and  two  new  sub- 
scribers. 

Postage  prepaid  to  any  address  in  U.  S. 

All  remittances  to  be  made  by  Postal  money  orders,  bank  bill* 
.    in  registered  letter,  or  banker's  draft  on  New  York  or  Detroit. 

Address:  E.  A.  Lodge,  Sen'r,  M.  D., 

General  Editor  and  Publisher. 
15  Washington  Avenue,  Detroit,  Mich. 
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Any  book  noticed  in  these  pages  will  be  mailed  from  American  Observer 
office  free  of  postage  upon  receipt  of  price,  Ins  10  per  cent,  discount. 

N  OS  ODES  AND  HIGH  POTENCIES  with  clinical  cases 
illustrative  of  their  action  by  Samuel  Swan,  M.  D.  Second 
edition.    8vo.  upp. 

The  author  says  that  his  generalization  :  "  That  morbific  matter 
will  cure  the  disease  that  produced  it,  if  given  i?i  a  high  attenua- 
tion, and  to  any  other  than  the  person  from  whom  it  was  obtained 
has,  by  repeated  verifications  become  a  law." 

Let  us  understand  distinctly  where  Dr.  S.  would  lead  us.  Has 
isopathy  become  a  law  by  the  verifications  ? 

What  number  of  verifications  will  be  necessary  to  constitute  a 
law? 

Is  it  that  some  new  law  has  been  discovered  ? 

Is  it  isopathy  ?    Is  that  new  ? 

Is  isopathy  and  homoeopathy  identical? 

Is  this  law?  as  stated  by  the  author,  the  same  as  similia  simili- 
bus  curantur  ?  opposed  to  it  ?  or  an  addition  to  it  ? 

If  it  is  the  same  what  becomes  of  all  the  learned  arguments  de- 
signed to  convince  the  allopaths  that  homoeopathy  was  curing  with 
similars,  and  not,  as  they  charge  us  with,  using  to  cure,  the  same  sub- 
stances that  cause  disease  ? 

"The  homoeopathic  doctrine  has  never  taught  to  cure  a  disease  by 
the  very  same  agent  which  had  produced  it;  this  has  been  repeated 
over  and  over  again,  although  to  all  appearances  in  vain.  Homoeo- 
pathy professes  to  cure  diseases  by  means  of  drugs  which  produce  ex- 
actly similar,  but  not  identical,  symtoms."  (Foot-note  to  Hahne- 
mann's reply  to  his  critics  as  cited  by  the  Homoeopathic  Physician.) 

Then  how  definite  is  the  law  as  regards  the  attenuation.  It 
must  be  high:  how  high?    Crude  syphilitic  matter  must  not  be 
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used.  It  must  be  dilnted,  How  much?  How  much  must  it  be 
weakened  to  make  it  strong  enough  to  cure} 

Was  the  application  of  the  old  law  similia  so  ineffectual  that 
it  was  necessary  to  search  for  another?  And  then  where  there  are 
thousands  of  unproved  substances  in  the  mineral  and  vegetable 
kingdoms  why  was  it  necessary  to  descend  to  the  filth  of  morbific 
products  ? 

Syphilinum  for  syphilis. 

Diphtherine  for  diphtheria. 

Tuberculinum  for  tuberculosis,  medorrhin,  hydrophobinum,  &c, 
&c,  &c. 

And  as  regards  the  caution,  "to  any  than  the  person  from  whom 
it  was  obtai?ied?  I  suppose  the  author  wishes  us  to  understand  that 
if  Mr.  Brown  has  syphilis,  and  also  Mr.  Smith,  we  are  to  take  mat- 
ter  ]from  Brown  to  cure  vSmith  and  from  Smith  to  cure  Brown.  Is 
that  it?  And  they  are  to  be  told  that  this  is  pure  homoeopathic 
practice ! 

The  author  asks  the  profession  to  try  these  potencies  and  nos- 
odes.  Why  should  they?  If  our  physicians  have  satisfactory  suc- 
cess with  the  use  of  legitimate  homceopathic  remedies  why  should 
they  stoop  to  the  use  of  illegitimate  isopathy  f  What  consistency 
is  there  in  the  use  of  the  most  disgusting  substances  that  can  be 
thought  of,  and  the  profession  of  pure  practice.  Does  the  author 
think  a  remedy  pure  simply  because  it  is  in  a  high  potency? 

Finally,  one  more  question,  would  not  provings  and  study  be 
comparatively  dispensed  with  under  the  practice  of  isopathy? 

Dr.  Leonard,  (allopath)  in  his  Illustrated  Medical  Journal, 
writes: 

"Did  you  ever!  The  homoeopaths  are  knocking  their  heads  to- 
gether again.  A  Dr.  Burrett  gave  a  young  girl  of  13  and  a  boy  of 
9  a  dose  of  syphilinum,  and  American  Observer  (homoeopath) 
wants  to  know  if  "the  matter  of  syphilis  is  a.  pure  homoeopathic  rem- 
edy?" Why,  certainly!  If  these  children  were  suspected  of  syph- 
ilis, of  course  give  them  a  dose  of  syphilis.  "Similia,  etc.,"  explains 
it  all." 

Are  the  extremes  going  to  meet?    Allopath  and  high-dilution 

homoeopath?    Will  both  say  similia  explains  why  syphilinum  is 

used  for  syphilis?  It  seems  so,  but  we  are  satisfied  that  both  are 
wrong:  Similia  similibus  curantur  does  not  warrant  any  iso- 
pathic  procedure.  E.  a.  L. 
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PRESIDENT  GARFIELD  AND  ED  UCA  TION.  Hiram 
College  Memorial.    By  B.  A.  Hinsdale^  A.  M.,  President  of 
Hiram  College.    Boston,  yames  R.  Osgood  <&  Co.  1882. 
This  beautiful  book  is  illustrated  by  five  steel  plate  portraits  of 
President  Garfield,  Mrs.  Garfield  and  Miss  Almeda  A.  Booth.  The 
great  interest  that  the  president  took  in  education  throughout  his 
life,  and  the  fact  that  Hiram  was  his  home  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, show  that  this  memorial  volume  is  particularly  appropriate. 
And  no  one  could  be  more  fitly  selected  than  the  author  for  such  a 
work.    A  warm  personal  friend  of  the  president  for  many  years, 
and  intimately  acquainted  with  his  student  and  college  life,  every- 
thing relating  to  education,  and  his  career  at  Hiram,  is  related  with 
the  glow  of  real  friendly  feeling  and  not  the  coldness  of  a  mere  his- 
torical record. 

The  president's  obligation  to  Miss  Booth  was  acknowledged  in 
his  speech  at  William's  banquet,  Cleveland,  January  10, 1881,  in  the 
following  words: 

"I  am  glad  to  say,  reverently,  in  the  presence  of  the  many 
ladies  here  to-night,  that  I  owe  to  a  woman  who  has  long  since 
been  asleep,  perhaps  a  higher  debt  intellectually  then  I  owe  te  any 
one  else." 

Gratitude  is  one  of  the  characteristics  of  true  greatness,  and  we 
are  not  surprised  to  find  such  a  trait  so  well  exemplified  in  Garfield. 
We  are  glad  to  find  among  the  speeches  of  the  president,  which 
form  more  than  one-half  of  this  book,  a  full  report  of  the  In  Memo- 
riam  address  on  the  life  and  character  of  Almeda  A.  Booth  deliver- 
ed at  Hiram,  June  22,  1876.    In  that  he  says : 

"In  August  next  it  will  be  twenty -five  years  since  I  first  saw 

her.    I  came  to  the  Eclectic  as  a  student,  in  the  fall  term  of  1851 ; 

and,  a  few  days  after  the  beginning  of  the  term,  I  saw  a  class  of 

three,  reciting  in  mathematics — geometry,  I  think.  They  sat  on  one 

of  the  red  benches,  in  the  centre  aisle  of  the  lower  chapel.    I  had 

never  seen  a  geometry;  and,  regarding  both  teacher  and  class  with  a 

feeling  of  reverential  awe  for  the  intellectual  height  to  which  they 

had  climbed,  I  studied  their  faces  so  closely  that  I  seem  to  see  them 

now  as  distinctly  as  I  saw  them  then.    And  it  has  been  my  good 

fortune  since  that  time  to  claim  them  all  as  intimate  friends.  Tho 

teacher  was  Thomas  Munnell ;  and  the  members  of  the  class  were 

William  B.  Hazen,  George  A.  Baker,  and  Almeda  A.  Booth." 
******** 
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"I  venture  to  assert  that  in  native  powers  of  mind,  in  thorough- 
ness and  breadth  of  scholarship,  in  womanly  sweetness  of  spirit,  and 
in  the  quantity  and  quality  of  effective,  unselfish  work  done,  she 
has  not  been  excelled  by  any  American  woman." 

Many  monuments  will  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  Garfield 
the  good,but  far  better  than  any  erected  of  stone,  marble,  or  bronze, 
are  the  memorials  which  will  serve  to  perpetuate  the  me  mory  of  his 
admirable  qualities  ot  mind  and  heart.  The  present  volume  is  a 
contribution  in  this  direction.    The  following  are  others: 

The  Garfield  fund  at  Williams  College  for  poor  students. 

The  Garfield  professorship  in  the  same  institution. 

Memorial  chapels  and  memorial  schools. 

NORTH  AMERICAN  RE  VIE  W. 

The  leading  article  for  January,  contains  the  judgments  of  five 
of  the  most  distinguished  American  authorities  upon  "The  Moral 
Responsibility  of  the  Insane,"  from  which  we  have  made  extracts 
for  publication.  The  other  articles  in  the  January  number  of 
the  Review  are  as  follows:  "The  New  Political  Machine,"  by 
Wm.  Martin  Dickson:  "Shall  Women  Practice  Medicine?"  by 
Dr.  Mary  Putnam  Jacobi;  "The  Geneva  Award  and  the  Insurance 
Companies,"  by  G.  B.  C«le;  and  "A  Chapter  of  Confederate  His- 
tory," by  F.  G.  Ruffin. 

The  announcement  is  made  that  the  February  number  of  the 
Review,  to  be  issued  January  15,  will  contain  Part  III.  of  the 
"Christain  Religion"  series  of  articles,  and  that  it  is  to  be  a  very 
able  defence  of  the  Christian  faith. 

THE  MEDICAL  COUNSELOR,  by  W.  A.  Chatterton,  Chi- 
cago.   $2  per  year. 

The  Monthly  Medical  Counselor  has  been  changed  to  a  weekly 
issue  of  16  octavo  pages.  It  is  ably  edited  by  Dr.  Arndt,  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan.  Several  years  ago,  upon  the  appearance  of  a 
new  homoeopathic  monthly,  we  made  the  observation  that  we  had 
already  more  monthly  magazines  than  the  profession  would  sup- 
port, and  that  a  weekly  journal,  two  monthlies,  a  quarterly,  and  one 
annual  record  was  all  the  school  needed.  The  weekly  publication 
of  the  Counselor  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  deserves  en- 
couragement. 
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THE  PHYSICIAN'S  HAND-BOOK  FOR  1882,  by  Wil- 
liam Elmer,  M.  D.,  and  Albert  D.  Elmer,  M.  D.    New  Tork. 
W.  A.  To-wnsend.    Price  $7.75. 

This  excellent  publication  now  in  its  twenty-fifth  year,  has 
been  thoroughly  revised  and  re-written.  It  is  one  of  the  neatest 
visiting  books  published.  It  contains  a  new  classification  of  diseases, 
and  their  most  distinguishing  symptoms,  sequels,  and  complications; 
a  fully  revised  and  classified  list  of  poisons;  asphyxia,  and  what  to 
do  in  emergencies;  chemical  and  microscopical  examination  of  urine; 
pulse  in  health  or  disease;  the  thermometer  in  the  diagnosis  of  dis- 
ease; abbreviations  and  definitions;  medical  weights  and  measures; 
diagnostic  record  for  every  day  in  the  year;  index  to  diseases  and 
remedial  agents;  chapter  on  incompatibles;  a  register  of  daily  prac- 
tice, either  for  thirty-four  or  sixty-eight  patients,  so  arranged  that  a 
correct  account  may  be  kept  of  visits  made,  office  practice,  surgical 
and  obstetrical  cases,  medicine  furnished,  etc.;  general  memoranda 
and  cash-book. 

WALSH'S  PHYSICIANS'  COMBINED  CALL-BOOK 
AND  I  ABLET  from  18 —  to  18--.    Published  by  Ralph 
Walsh,  M.  D.,  332  C  st.,  Washington,  D.  C.    Price  $1.30. 

Its  advantages  are:  (1.)  It  can  be  commenced  at  any  time.  (2.) 
It  has  a  full  page  for  memoranda  opposite  call-list.  (3.)  It  is  only  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  tjiick;  (7^  x  4  x  \). 

OTIS  CLA  PP  d'  SON'S  VISITING  LIST  and  Prescription 
Record.    Perpetual.    Boston  and  Providence.    Price,  $1.30. 

The  blanks  for  sixty  patients  a  week  run  across  both  left  and 
right  hand  page,  with  spaces  lor  name,  date,  name  of  medicine  pre- 
scribed, remarks  and  charges,  and  in  many  respects  will  be  found 
the  most  convenient  for  use  of  any  now  offered.    Size,  6^  x  4^. 

The  following,  which  have  been  noticed  in  previous  numbers 
of  the  Observer,  are  sold  at  the  prices  named: 


Faulkner's  Visiting  List  and  Repertory  $2  00 

Medical  Record's  Visiting  List,  30  patients   1  25 

«  «  «         "60       "    1  50 

Miner's  Physician's  Memorandum  Book   1  25 

Leonard's  Physician's  Pocket  Dav  Book   1  00 

Lindsay  &  Blakiston's  50  Patients   1  25 
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HENRY   C.  HOUGHTON,  M.  D.,  AND  GEO.  S.  NORTON,  M.  D.,  EDITORS. 

TREATMENT   OF   APPARENTLY   HOPELESS  EAR 

DISEASES* 


Growth  is  the  principle  factor  in  the  prognosis  of  ear  disease  in 
the  reasoning  of  many  practitioners.  The  patient  is  either  grow- 
ing out  of  or  growing  into  a  state  of  hopelessness;  hence  very 
many  patients  fail  of  the  helps  that  modern  aural  surgery  can  give, 
either  in  youth  to  supplement  nature's  efforts  at  repair,  or  in  ad- 
vanced age,  to  guard  and  stimulate  the  failing  power.  We  may  fall 
short  of  equity  on  one  extreme  hy  neglect,  as  truly  as  on  the  other 
extreme  by  excessive  care.  Many  patients  have  occasion  to  blame 
their  parents  and  early  medical  attendants  because  they  did  not 
avail  themselves  of  every  agency  at  hand  for  the  salvation  of  at 
least,  a  fair  degree  of  functional  activity.  That  there  are  hopeless 
cases  all  admit,  and  the  statement  of  such  fact  by  one  competent  to 
settle  it,  may  guard  the  parent  or  adult  patient  against  imposition. 

An  unfavorable  prognosis  is  not  warranted  in  the  majority  of 
cases  of  aural  diseases  occurring  in  children,  and  that  is  reprehensible 
practice  which  leaves  the  young  patient  to  grow  out  of  it,  as  is  the 
expression  we  often  hear.  That  some  do  recover  is  true,  (no  thanks 
to  the  human  helpers)  that  many  more  would  recover  is  equally 
true,  if  the  best  advice  were  available.  There  are  certain  cases  of 
children,  diseases  in  which  experience  teaches  us  to  give  an  unfavor- 
able prognosis.  It  otitis  interna  chronica,  secondary  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis,  in  otitis  interna  exudativa,  when  the  acute  stage  has 
passed;  in  otitis  interna,  secondary  to  diphtheritis  or  tubercular  men- 
ingitis. All  diseases  giving  rise  to  exudative  processes  along  the 
course  of  the  nerve  or  at  the  distribution  of  its  branches  are  not 
amenable  to  treatment  unless  such  treatment  be  entered  upon  before 

*Read  before  the  N.  Y.  State  Horn.  Med.  Society  at  semi  annual  meeting 
at  Watkins. 
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lymph  changes  occur.  In  otitis  media  I  can  hardly  conceive  of  a 
case  which  would  not  be  helped  by  skillful,  studied  treatment.  The 
membrana  tympani  may  slough,  the  ossicula  separate,  the  mucous 
membrane  thicken,  and  suppuration  continue  for  months  or  even 
years,  yet  if  the  relation  between  the  stapes  and  the  fenestra  ovalis 
be  intact,  the  function  may  be  preserved  to  an  extent  that  is  simply 
wonderful. 

Let  us  look,  then,  to  the  means  which  are  available  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  two  classes  of  cases  referred  to.  In  the  deafness  of  ad- 
vancing years  the  failure  of  function  is  often  secondary  to  lesions  of 
the  middle  ear,  chronic  catarrhal  disease,  with  thickening  and  rigidity 
of  the  mechanism  of  the  tympanum.  Any  treatment  directed  to 
the  relief  of  the  middle  ear  disease  will  increase  the  mobility  of  the 
stapes  and  communicate  vibrations  to  the  labyrinthine  fluids,  thus 
the  filaments  of  the  auditory  nerve  will  be  brought  into  renewed 
activity.  In  long  standing  suppurative  disease  in  adults  any  means 
calculated  to  lessen  the  suppuration  will  ward  off  the  danger  from 
necrosis,  meningitis,  phlebetis,  etc.,  from  which  a  patient  is  never  cer- 
tainly free  so  long  as  purulent  processes  continue  in  the  tympanum. 
The  same  is  true  of  suppurative  and  non-suppurative  disease  in  chil- 
dren, with  this  happy  exception;  that  nature's  efforts  at  limitation  of 
disease  is  more  marked  and  certain  with  the  latter.  The  means  for 
relief*  of  these  cases  have  increased  year  by  year  till  no  department 
of  special  practice  shows  as  great  advance  for  the  past  qaarter  cen- 
tury as  does  aural  surgery.  The  cumbersome  and  ineffective  meth- 
ods of  examination  have  given  place  to  the  examination  by  reflected 
light,  so  that  the  medical  adviser  who  does  not  examine  every  aural 
patient  whom  he  proposes  to  treat  is  without  excuse  if  he  makes 
palpable  errors  arising  from  such  neglect.  Such  occurrences  are 
not  infrequent.  Only  a  few  days  since  I  had  occasion  to  treat  a  pa- 
tient the  integrity  of  whose  membrana  tympani  was  seriously 
threatened  by  excessive  syringing  and  manipulation  in  an  attempt 
at  removal  of  a  foreign  body  which  had  never  been  seen  and  which 
had  probably  never  existed.  Polizer's  air  bag  for  inflation  of  the 
tympanum  is  an  efficient  instrument  in  professional  hands,  but  open 
to  objections  for  lay  use.  It  is  more  safe  than  the  Eustachian 
catheter,  and  accomplishes  the  same  ends  in  most  cases.  The  use  of 
absorbent  cotten  should  be  mentioned  as  a  comparatively  new 
means  of  treatment  of  suppurative  diseases;  by  drying  the  entire 
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suppurating  surface  with  tufts  of  cotton  fixed  upon  a  suitable  probe 
the  parts  are  cleaned  more  perfectly  than  by  using  the  syringe,  and 
better  results  follow  this  method.  The  cotton  pellet  is  coming  to 
be  extensively  used  as  a  substitute  for  the  rubber  disc  of  Toynbee 
for  an  artificial  membrana  tympana,  and  has  proved  far  superior  to 
any  similar  device.  Electricity  either  as  galvanism  or  faradism 
should  have  more  prominence  as  a  means  of  treatment;  it  is  inval- 
uable as  an  aid  in  diagnosis  and  prognosis  as  well.  By  its  applica- 
tion many  apparently  helpless  cases  have  been  relieved,  and  not  a 
few  cured.  Hence  my  plea  for  a  more  earnest  effort  on  the  part  of 
our  school  to  use  the  means  to  relieve  our  patients.  Any  aurist  of 
the  dominant  school  can  get  results  by  mechanical  means ;  we  can- 
not claim  superiority  in  their  only  brilliant  domain;  where  then 
lies  our  special  advantage?  In  re-enforcing  mechanics  by  medical 
science  proper.  The  study  and  administration  of  medicinal  agents 
of  which  they  have  little  or  no  knowledge,  and  concerning  which 
they  manifest  even  less  interest. 

A  few  cases  that  were  classed  as  hopeless  are  here  added  to 
show  what  can  be  done  in  some  instances.  Doubtless  a  better 
knowledge  of  materia  medica  would  help  one  to  even  better  re- 
sults. 

Mr.  J.  W.  C,  aged  40.  1879,  Feb.  3d.  Had  ear  trouble  as  a 
child  and  has  been  advised  that  there  is  no  hope  in  his  case.  Hears 
watch  R.  -j!^,  L.  -gfc;  voice  when  raised  considerably  above 
the  ordinary  tone  of  conversation;  canals  normal.  R.  mt.  perforate 
in  posterior  inferior  quadrant  and  deep  ruga?  formed  anterior  and 
posterior  to  the  manubrium.  Mt.  movable  by  Siegle's  otoscope. 
L.  mt.  perforated  in  anterior  inferior  quadrant;  appearance  much  as 
the  other  and  fairly  mobile.  E.  T.  patent  walls  of  the  pharynx 
granular;  mucous  membrane  thick  and  of  a  dark  red  color.  Mer- 
curius  protoiodide  was  given  night  and  morning.  Politzer's  meth- 
od of  inflation  was  used  and  a  gentle  current  of  faradism  passed 
through  the  E.  T.  by  placing  one  electrode  on  the  tongue  and  the 
other  in  the  meatus  auditorius  externus  or  at  the  mouth  of  the  tube. 
At  the  first,  two  treatments  were  given  each  week;  later  only  one 
each  week. 

Mar.  5.  Hears  watch  R.  -5*^,  L.  ^;  voice  much  more 
distinctly. 
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April  2.    "Hears  very  well;"  H.  D.  R.  -&;  L.  £$. 

April  30.  "Hears  well  enough;"  R.  Jf;  L.  ff,  Dur- 
ing the  last  two  weeks  Barytra  mur.  was  given  for  creating  sounds 
in  the  ear  upon  deglutition. 

Case  No.  2.  Mrs.  E.  A.  W.,  age  76.  Feb.  26,  1880.  Four 
years  ago  she  had  pain  in  both  ears,  then  dullness,  time  relieved; 
Two  years  ago  similar  experience  from  a  cold.  Since  two  months 
very  dull  of  hearing.  She  does  not  expect  a  cure  at  her  time  of 
life,  but  desires  some  relief  from  the  stuffed  sensation  in  the  ears,  as 
well  as  occasional  dezziness.  M.  E.  normal.  Mt.  dull  and  thick. 
E.  T.  patent.  H.  D.  R.  ^;  L.  ^;  voice  only  when  raised 
considerably,  and  a  single  voice;  general  conversation  not  un- 
derstood. 

March  1.  Much  improved.  H.  D.  R.  <&;  L.  ^J.  Salycilate 
Soda. 

March  8.    Still   some   dizziness.    R.  J^j  L.         Sal.  Iod. 

March  15.  Head  clear;  hears  voice  perfectly.  This  is  her 
own  statement,  but  not  true  in  fact,  still  the  gain  is  so  great  that  for 
conversation,  sermons,  etc.,  she  has  no  trouble.  In  Mrs.  W.'s  case 
the  galvanic  current  was  used;  the  positive  pole  in  the  hand  of  the 
opposite  side,  the  negative  on  ganglion  of  the  trifacial  nerve. 

Case  No.  j.  Mrs.  M.  M.  L.,  age  35.  June  1,  1881.  Had 
typhoid  fever  at  six  years  of  age;  suppuration  followed  in  the  right 
ear,  but  healed  at  ten  years  of  age.  During  the  few  past  years  has 
gradually  failed  for  voice.  R.  M.  E.  normal;  L.  Mt.  dull  but  not 
thtckened;  E.  T.  dilatable;  H.  D.  R.  ^;  L.  ^A-  Galvan- 
ic current  with  tongue  spatula,  that  R.  j*/0 ;  L.  Kali 
chloricum  was  given  twice  a  day. 

June   3.    H.   D.   R.  -2\ ;   L.  Galvanism.    R.  L. 

&£,  As  the  patient  was  in  the  city  only  temporarily  the 
treatment  will  be  resumed  in  the  autumn.  It  should  be  stated  that 
previous  to  coming  to  my  office  the  lady  had  a  few  days  before 
consulted  one  of  our  leading  aurists  of  the  old  school  (in  whom  I 
have  the  fullest  confidence,  so  far  as  operative  measures  are  con- 
cerned) and  he  had  pronounced  the  case  utterly  hopeless.  The  fact 
that  a  patient  responds  even  feebly  to  galvanic  stimulants  leads  to 
the  hope  of  a  fair  degree  of  power. 
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Case  No.  4.  Mrs.  H.,  aged  36.  April  6,  1881.  Had 
syphilis  six  months  ago,  and  premature  confinement  complicated  by 
pneumonia;  later  probable  ulceration  of  the  large  intestine;  ex- 
treme prostration  was  the  result.  Tinnitus  aurium  set  up  in  both 
ears,  and  deafness,  specially  for  the  voice.  R.  M.  E.  normal;  Mt. 
depressed  but  not  specially  abnormal.  H.  D.  JA;  L.  appear- 
ance same;  H.  D.  same.  Strychnine  and  gentle  faradization.  One 
application  each  week.    Milk  diet,  Tokay,  and  out-door  life. 

May  3.  Has  improved  steadily  each  week.  "Head  stonger 
and  noise  less."    H.  D.  R.  -^Yo ■»  L.  ^4*0.  Strych. 

June  7.  Better.  H.  D.  R.  ^80;  L.  JJ.  Cracking  sounds  on 
moving  jaw.  "Noise  gone  on  right  side  but  is  still  bad  on  L." 
Baryta  mur. 

July  5.    Better  except  noise  in  L.    H.  D.  f£. 

Sept.  3.  Has  head  well  ever  since  but  noises  have  been  as  bad 
and  have  now  increased  in  R.  The  patient  has  symptoms  of  seri- 
out  uterine  lesion,  so  I  have  advised  her  to  return  to  her  family 
physician.    The  result  reached  is  beyond  my  own  anticipations. 

Case  No.  5.  Miss  A.  R.,  aged  10  1-2.  April  27,  1881.  Had 
suppuration  after  scarlet  fever  at  six  months  of  age;  catarrhal 
attacks  since.  Now  R.  M.  E.  normal;  Mt  adhesions  hold  the  ret- 
tracted  membrane,  which  is  not  specially  thickened.  E.  T.  dilatat- 
ble;  L.  M.  E.  normal;  Mt.  perforated,  a  large  portion  has  sloughed 
and  the  edges  are  adherent.    E.  T.  dilatable;  H.  D.  R.|$;  L. 

Kali  chlor.  was  given  for  catarrhal  symptoms,  a  dose 
was  given  morning  and  night  and  a  cotton  pellet  applied  to  perfora- 
tion.   After  its  adjustment  H.  D. 

May  24.    Better;  cotton  pellet  comfortable.    Hears  R.  |J| ; 

Many  cases  of  perforated  tympana  could  be  benefited  by  the 
pellet,  and  guarded  thereby  from  relapse,  as  the  delicate  mucous 
membrane  is  thus  protected. 

Let  us  not  be  too  hasty  in  deciding  that  aural  disease  is  hope- 
less under  homoeopathic  remedies  joined  with  such  surgical  means 
as  above  noted.  Henry  C.  Houghton. 

12  West  39th  St.,  New  York. 
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C.  S  MORLEY,  Mi  D.,  PONTIAC,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 


CHIPS  FROM  A  COUNTRY  DOCTOR-SHOP. 

In  time  of  confusion,  in  therapeutics,  it  is  profitable  to  study 
disease,  as  a  natural  species,  in  order  to  determine  the  possibility  of 
prevention  and  the  cure  of  disease. 

The  true  standard  being  the  cure  of  all  curables,  who  shall  say 
that  this  has  been,  even,  approximated?  Doctrinal  pathology  has 
greatly  influenced  our  special  therapy. 

Does  the  influence  of  error,  persist  in  therapeutics  after  it  has 
been  confessed  in  pathology? 

We  have  been  treated  to  an  extended  work  on  "Vaginal  dis- 
charges" and  our  literature  bears  evidence  every  where,  that  we 
have  considered  "discharges"  as  veritable  indications; — clinical  it 
may  be  and  so  far  of  empirical  value. 

Do  we  seek  to  establish  a  scientific  therapeutics  for  the  special 
diseases  of  women,  by  imagining  pathological  entities?  Are  we 
behind  the  "old  school"  in  undeceiving  ourselves  regarding  the  be- 
havior of  the  uterine  mucous(?)  membrane?  Have  we  not  advanc- 
ed beyond  the  delusion  of  "ulceration  of  the  womb?" 

How  about  hyperplasia,  hypertrophy,  endo-cervicitis,  "indura- 
tions and  nodosities"  and  things? 

Do  we  regard  uterine  deviations  as  "dislocations"  analogous  to 
luxations  of  joints? 

In  a  word  do  we  yet  believe  that  a  woman's  womb  is  in  her, 
and  not  of  her? 

We  sometimes  feel  that  it  would  have  fared  better  for  women 
if  she  had  held  to  the  privacy  and  delicacy  of  fig-leaf  attire  and 
never  to  have  become  a  victim  to  this  nineteenth  century's  Ultra-va- 
ginal decorations  and  other  handiwork. 

To  be  practical,  i.  e.  as  therapeutists  do  we  rely  upon  the  tissues 

of  the  uterus  for  a  special  and  distinctive  symptomatology;  or  shall 

we  look  to  the  ganglionic  and  vascular  system  for  our  primary  in- 
dications? 
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In  homoeopathic  phrase,  shall  we  be  guided  by  the  "totality  of 
the  symptoms  and  lesions;"  or  can  we  rely  upon  resultant  condi- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  similimum? 

To  the  thinking  and  observant  homoeopath  the  answer  mu»t 
surely  come  in  favor  of  the  "light  that  is  in  him." 

For  the  purposes  of  treatment  then,  we  must  select  the  remedy 
for  the  patient  and  her  pelvic  organs.  There  may  be  exceptions  to 
the  rule  as  the  chemical,  mechanical  action  of  drugs,  e.  g.  Potassa, 
Ergot,  etc.;  and  they  have  their  equivalents. 

A  land-mark  in  the  wilderness  of  therapeutics  may  give  a 
point  on  which  to  rest  the  eye,  until  the  mists  are  gathered  and  we 
have  a  symmetrical  picture. 

Hamamelis  80  cured  a  case  of  apthous  vaginitis,  metrorrhagia, 
fluent  hemorrhoids,  and  terrible  pruritus,  with  enormous  dark 
swelling  of  the  labia  minora  and  clitoris  (bulbi).  Every  means, 
from  chloralhydrate  to  solid  silver  nitrate  had  failed- 

What  enabled  the  prescription?  Analogy  to  varicocele  first 
influenced  my  mind — the  spamemia  and  venous  hypostasis  and 
special  symptoms  confirmed  it.* 

Arnica  is  of  service  especially  in  over- worked  women,  who 
have  a  bruised  sore  feeling  all  over. 

The  bellies  of  the  muscles  are  sore  to  touch  and  a  slight 
pinch  leaves  a  "black  and  blue"  spot.  Can  hardly  move  in  the 
morning  from  muscular  soreness  and  weariness,  but  after  an  hour  or 
so  can  work  hard  all  day.  Myalgias  of  the  intercostals  of  abdom- 
inal  muscles  with  soreness  of  the  mamma!  at  the  period. 

Whether  we  regard  the  action  of  Arnica  as  directly  upon  the 
muscular  fibre,  modifying  its  nutrition ;  or  simply  upon  the  venous 
radicles  and  arterioles  we  can  find  its  pathological  simile  in  these 
cases." 

To  impress  the  point  we  desire  to  record  that  under  the  cura- 
tive action  of  these  remedies  we  have  seen  enlarged  uteri  diminish 
from  over  three  inches  to  normal  and  the  general  symptoms  relieved 
or  permanently  cured. 

These  instances  came  to  us  under  the  rule,  and  they  surely 
illustrate  the  fact  of  cure  by  the  similimum. 

•A  patient  took  tcaspoonful  doses  of  Pond's  extract  before  meals  for  three  years,  for  rheu- 
matism. When  I  saw  him  first  he  had  prolapsus  recti  and  had  fainted  from  hemorrhage.  The  ap- 
pearance of  the  swelling  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  rectum  was  precisely  similar  to  the 
above  case.   Spanarmia  and  the  hemorrhagic  diathesis  were  markedly  present. 
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In  malarious  districts  of  Michigan  the  hydrogenoid  constitu- 
tion prevails. 

A  friend  once  told  me  that  in  this  State  Podophyllum  acts  best 
in  dwellers  on  sand.  While  Mercury  is  indicated  on  low  damp  clay; 
it  seems  so. 

Here,  too,  Quinia,  Ferrum  phosphate,  and  Arsenicum  are  fre- 
quently indicated,  in  the  malarial  fevers  and  sequelae.  Uterine  dis- 
eases^) curable  by  these  agents  by  restoring  the  general  health, 
are  often  treated  as  primary  affections. 

Aside  from  the  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  the  surgical  diseases, 
uterine  disease  of  any  serious  moment  are  preceded  by  impaired 
general  health. 

Take  the  large  class  of  patients  subject  to  sexual  abuses,  i.  e. 
sexual  onanism  and  other  frauds;  can  we  cure  them  by  local 
treatment. 

Whether  withdrawing,  masturbation,  cold  injections  or  the 
condom,  the  pelvic  erectile  tissues  are  left  gorged  with  blood;  but  is 
this  a  local  effect  or  does  it  come  through  the  spinal  ganglia? 

In  hastily  preparing  this  paper  I  have  simply  endeavored  to 
suggest,  that  in  the  present  state  of  therapeutics  we  are  justified  in 
constructing  a  science  of  empiricism  in  lieu  of  an  empirical  science. 

Having  noted  the  foregoing  "hints"  for  this  purpose  without 
hinting  at  the  whole  Materia  Medica  we  appeal  to  the  profession  to 
contribute  their  observations  and  experience,  bearing  upon  the 
points  in  question. 

In  the  faith  of  great  good  to  women,  through  united  and  un- 
biassed effort.  c.  s.  M. 

DYSMENORRHEA 

AS  THE   RESULTS  OF    FLEXION,  ESPECIALLY  ANTE-FLEXION. 
BY  PHIL  PORTER  M.  I).,  DETROIT. 


In  my  last  paper,  I  gave  in  brief,  the  subject  of  ovarian  dys- 
menorrhaea,  and  now  will  take  up  the  consideration  of  dysmenorrhea 
as  the  result  of  flexion,  especially  ante-flexion.  This  subject  has  al- 
ways been  a  very  interesting  branch  of  gynaecology  to  me,  and 
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so,  since  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  investigate  it  more  thorough- 
ly, here  in  the  pathological  department  of  the  hospital,  and  having 
once  seen  a  case  treated,  and  being  able  again  to  examine  the  same, 
in  the  pathological  ward  a  month  later,  gives  me  a  much  clearer  idea 
of  the  results  and  conditions  brought  about  by  certain  mechanical 
treatment. 

That  flexions  of  the  uterus  do  produce  dysmenorrhea,  no  one 
can  deny.  Though  many  good  authorities  state,  that  to  such  flex- 
ions is  often  erroneously  attributed  much  of  the  pain  that  may  be 
otherwise  explained.  These  cases  I  shall  later  on  take  into  con- 
sideration, under  the  head  of  spasmodic  dysmenorrhea.  ' 

When  a  patient  gives  us  the  history  of  scanty  menstruation, 
with  dysmenorrhea  preceding,  and  in  many  instances,  relieved  by 
the  flow;  and  when  in  married  life  this  condition  is  associated  with 
sterility,  we  may  often  correctly  presume  that  she  has  ante-flexion 
of  the  uterus  in  some  degree,  which  subsequent  examination  con- 
firms. It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  go  into  the  various  forms  of 
ante-flexion,  and  the  different  methods  of  diagnosis  and  symptoms, 
but  I  will  give  a  few  salient  points  that  are  essential  to  ren- 
der the  pathology  of  the  dysmenorrhea  clear. 

Ante-flexion  may  be  either  congenital  or  acquired.  In  former 
cases  the  natural  fetal  ante-curor  has,  as  the  organ  becomes  de- 
veloped, gradually  assumed  a  more  decidedly  flexed  condition,  until 
the  fundus  is  found  to  be  pressed  downwards  and  forwards,  carry- 
ing the  cervix  at  a  more  or  less  acute  angle,  often  as  little  as,  or  even 
less  than  a  right  angle.  In  such  cases  the  cervix  is  found  more  flat 
tened  from  before  backwards,  than  in  the  normal  uterus.  The  ante- 
rior wall  of  the  body  is  slightly  more  bulging  than  natural,  and  the 
os  is  small,  sometimes  round  (pinhole),  and  occasionally  taking  the 
form  of  a  narrow  transverse  slit.  On  attempting  to  pass  the  sound 
or  probe,  the  latter  I  employ  the  most,  as  I  consider  the  sound  a 
mischievious  instrument,  and  one  that  should  be  used  sparingly ;  the 
point  is  arrested  at  the  bend  in  the  uterus,  and  it  requires  some  dex- 
terity to  pass  the  straight  sound  at  all;  or  it  may  need  to  be  much 
curved  in  order  to  get  it  past  the  point  of  flexion.  Such  a  uterus 
may  be  said  to  be  somewhat  arrested  in  its  development,  and  pro- 
vided the  patient  is  otherwise  healthy,  the  catamenial  nisus  produces 
a  determination  of  functional  activity  witn  its  accompanying  hyper- 
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a;mia  in  an  organ  scarcely  fitted  to  sustain  it.  Hence  arises  an  un- 
due tension,  not  so  much  of  the  uterine  cavity  as  of  the  tissue  form- 
ing the  uterine  mucosa.  This  produces  a  feeling  of  fulness  and 
weight  in  the  uterus,  with  some  amount  of  bearing  down,  which  is 
greatly  relieved  by  the  establishment  of  the  flow,  lessening  as  it 
does,  the  vascular  tension.  Then,  too,  the  hypertrophy  (periodic)  of 
the  uterine  mucosa,  naturally  lessens  the  uterine  cavity,  and  undue 
pressure  is  prodnced  at  that  spot  where  the  flexion  has  already  les- 
sened the  calibre  of  the  uterine  canal,  usually  at  the  internal  os. 
Probably  the  degeneration  of  the  decidua  is  less  rapid  at  the  point 
of  pressure,  and  so  a  hindrance  is  at  first  present  at  that  point  which 
produces  the  characteristic  dysmenorrhea,  until  the  flow  from  be- 
hind has  forced  by  the  obstruction,  or  until  the  whole  lining  mem- 
brane has  proceeded  to  its  complete  destruction.  For  the  treatment 
of  the  dysmenorrhea  in  these  cases  several  plans  may  be  pursued, 
the  end  to  be  attained  being  the  restoration,  if  possible,  of  the  uterus 
to  its  normal  rectitude.  One  of  the  milder  methods  is  to  pass  the 
uterine  sound,  or  sounds  of  gradually  increasing  size  (Hank's  hard 
rubber  are  the  kind  I  employ  from  number  7  to  13)  every  three  or 
four  days  into  the  uterus,  carefully  make  the  turn,  and  hold  the 
uterus  for  a  few  minutes  in  the  direction  the  reverse  of  its  congen- 
ital curor,  u  e.,  to  retrovert  it.  In  many  cases,  if  carried  out  perse- 
vcringly,  this  may  suffice  for  a  cure.  I  have  relieved  a  great  many 
by  this  simple  method.  When,  however,  the  uterine  bend  or  curve 
persists  unrelieved  by  this  procedure,  it  is  advisable  to  attempt 
means  whereby  it  may  be  held  straight  for  some  considerable  time. 
For  this  end  various  so-called  ante-flexion  pessaries  have  been  de- 
vised; but  in  the  majority  of  cases  these  instruments  give  but  un- 
satisfactory results.  For,  as  a  rule,  they  are  intended  to  act  by  a 
sort  of  leverage,  whereby  the  flexed  fundus  is  supposed  to  be  sus- 
tained and  pushed  higher  up.  But  as  the  uterus  is  a  mobile  organ, 
any  pressure  on  the  ante-flexed  fundus  carries  the  cervix  more  or 
less  with  it,  as  there  is  in  such  instruments  no  point  cTaftpui,  where- 
by the  cervix  may  be  held  in  one  place,  while  pressure  is  brought 
to  bear  on  the  fundus. 

The  only  scientific  method  is,  I  think,  to  straighten  the  uterus 

while,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  held  in  the  normal  direction.  For 
this  purpose  an  intra-uterine  stem,  of  a  length  about  one-eighth  of 
an  inch  shorter  than  the  uterine  cavity  measures,  is  to  be  passed,  and 
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the  whole  uterus  maintained  by  some  pessary  in  its  normal  position. 
The  pessary  that  fulfills  both  these  condition  is  the  stem  and  shield 
of  Dr.  W.Williams.  It  consists  of  an  intra-uterine  stem  of  hard  rub- 
ber (vulcanized)  having  a  small  button  (perforated)  at  its  lower  ex- 
tremity, which  fits  into  a  small  pocket  in  a  perforated  diaphragm 
which  forms  the  flooring,  as  it  were,  of  a  modified  Hodge's  pessary. 
This  instrument,  though  somewhat  difficult  of  application,  yet,  when 
in  position,  accomplishes  its  desired  end,  and  may  be  worn  for  some 
time,  either  throughout  the  catamenial  epoch,  or  only  during  the  in- 
ter-menstrual periods.  Doubts  have  arisen  in  the  minds  of  some  as  to 
the  usefulness  of  intra-uterine  stems,because  they  are  often  applied  in 
cases  where  tenderness  of  the  uterus  renders  their  presence  intoler- 
able, and  where,  consequently,  grievous  trouble  may  arise  from  their 
use.  Intra-uterine  stems  should,  therefore,  never  be  used,  as  long" 
as  there  remains  any  tenderness  on  passing  the  sound.  Means 
should  be  taken  to  relieve  the  congested  and  tender  organ  by  hot 
water  vaginal  injections,  in  large  quantities,  at  a  sitting,  say  from 
one  to  three  quarts,  three  times  a  day,  and  the  last  injection  at  retir- 
ing. These  injections  should  be  given,  if  possible,  by  an  assistant, 
the  patient  occupying  the  recumbent  position  with  her  hips  slightly 
elevated.  The  patient  should  have  absolute  rest  from  all  arduous 
labor  until  the  uterus  has  lost  all  tenderness.  Hot  water  injections  are 
of  vast  importance  if  properly  utilized,  or  on  the  other  hand,  of  little 
avail  if  not  judiciously  employed.  When  the  uterus  will  tolerate 
the  sound,  then  a  stem  may  be  introduced  and  worn  for  some  con- 
siderable time,  without  the  risk  of  producing  any  ill  results.  The 
majority  of  stem  pessaries  that  are  for  sale  are  always  too  large,  this 
I  have  invariably  found  true,  and  care  should  always  be  taken  when 
selecting  this  kind  of  a  pessary  to  obtain  the  smallest  stem.  A  great 
mistake  is  often  made  by  practitioners,  relative  to  the  size  of  the 
uterine  cavity,  in  the  unimpregnated  ante-flexed  uterus.  All  at- 
tempts to  relieve  ante- flexion  by  bilateral  incision  of  the  cervix  are 
worse  than  useless,  as  no  division  of  a  curve  in  a  plane  at  right  an- 
gles to  the  plane  of  the  curve,  can  at  all  alter  such  curve  or  much 
modify  its  points  of  constriction. 

The  method  of  operating  devised  by  Dr.  Marion  Sims  holds 

out  the  best  prospects  of  a  cure  in  extreme  cases  of  congenital  ante- 
flexion. Its 'rationale  aims  not  so  much  at  straightening  the  acute 
curve,  as  by  cutting  a  new  canal,  as  it  were,  to  give  free  exit  to  the 
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menstrual  flow.  Without  going  into  the  details  of  the  operation,  it 
will  suffice  to  say  that  it  consists  in  freely  dividing  the  posterior  as- 
pect of  the  cervical  canal  from  within  backwards,  with  Emmett's 
scizzors,  this  gives  a  funnel  shaped  opening  that  produces  a  canal 
more  in  line  with  the  abdominal  direction  of  the  uterine  portion;  a 
narrow  knife  is  then  carried  upwards  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus, 
with  its  cutting-edge  forwards,  and  as  it  is  withdrawn  an  incision  is 
thereby  made  through  the  elbow  of  the  bend,  care  must  be  taken 
of  course,  not  to  cut  too  deeply '  a  dilator  is  then  passed  up  into  the 
uterus,  and  opened  so  as  to  stretch  or  tear  through  somewhat 
of  the  uterine  fibres,  and  a  small  glass  or  hard  rubber  stem  is  in- 
serted and  kept  in  position  by  a  plug  or  tampon  of  cotton  that  has 
been  soaked  in  carbolized  glycerine.  In  about  a  week  the  stem 
should  be  removed,  and  the  curve  is  generally  found  to  be  com- 
plete. 

There  are,  however,  cases  of  acquired  ante-flexion,  where  the 
flexion  happening  after  the  full  development  of  the  uterus,  a  condi- 
tion is  produced  differing  iu  some  respects  from  the  case  of  congen- 
ital ante-flexion.  The  more  common  causes  of  such  lesions,  are  falls, 
blows,  jerks,  or  strains,  and  habitual  constipation.  Such  always 
producing  a  loaded  rectum,  which  presses  the  cervix  upwards  and  for- 
wards against  the  fundus,  and  not,  as  is  often  alleged,  by  pressure  of 
the  fundus  downwards.  In  these  cases  menstruation  may  have  been 
normal  and  painless  before  the  accident,  and  the  dysmenorrhoea 
clearly  traced  as  having  come  on  subsequently  to  the  injury  or  con- 
dition that  produced  the  flexion.  The  uterus,  hitherto  well  devel- 
oped, becomes  hampered  by  the  flexion,  the  fundus  often  becomes 
enlarged,  especially  anteriorly,  and  the  cervix  becomes  the  seat  of 
cervicitis,  with  some  deposit  nearly  always  in  the  anterior  lip — are- 
olar hyperplasia.    The  dysmenorrhcea  in  these  cases  is  often  severe, 

partaking  of  the  nature  of  that  of  endocervicitis  from  the  interfer- 
ence in  the  normal  menstrual  flow,  and  also  that  of  cervicitis  with 
areolar  hyperplasia,  viz.,  weight  and  aching  in  the  sacrum,  with  pain 
through  one  or  both  hips.  When  this  condition  exists,  the  re- 
course to  mechanical  treatment  must  be  withheld  until  all  inflam- 
matory symptoms  have  been  removed. 

In  my  next  paper  I  will  take  up  retroflexion  to  be  followed  by 
one  on  stenosis  of  the  cervical  canal,  elongation  of  the  cervix  and 
spasmodic  dysmenorrhcea. 

Vienna,  Dec.,  1881. 
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PROF.  S.  A.  JONES,  M.  D.,  ANN  ARBOR,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  VOMITING  OF 

STRAMONIUM. 

The  autumnal  intcrmittcnts  of  this  season,  so  far  as  I  have  ob- 
served them,  were  not  frank  and  open,  but  mean  and  sneaking,  in 
their  attacks. 

From  the  prodromata,  in  my  first  few  cases,  I  was  apprehens- 
ive of  remittents,  when  all  at  once  on  the  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  day, 
the  occurrence  of  an  orthodox  "chill"  would  enable  a  true  diagnosis, 
and  at  the  same  time  teach  me  how  much  I  didn't  know  about  fever 
and  ague.  I  was,  however,  pleased  to  find  that  I  could  discern  my 
ignorance,  and  I  was  thankful;  for  I  know  some  physicians  who 
can't  do  that. 

And,  just  here,  I  must  say  a  word  about  intermittent  fever.  I 
have  wrestled  with  it  again,  and  again,  and  again;  and  if  I  said 
vent\  vidiy  vict,  I  should  lie  worse  than  a  college  announcement. 

I  have  followed  the  phantom  of  "individualizing  cases,"  and 
have  seen  a  case  change  its  "individuality"  so  repeatedly  that  I  have 
treated  a  dozen  fevers  before  I  had  cured  the  one  patient  who  had 
them  all.  Yes,  my  high  potency  friend,  I  have  danced  around  with 
my  thumb-worn  "Bbnninghausen"  at  the  bedside  such  a  devil's-jigas 
made  me. wonder  why  my  dear  father  had  spoiled  a  second-rate  shoe- 
maker in  trying  to  make  a  fourth-rate  "doctor"  of  his  oldest  boy. 
God  help  me!  I  have  had  such  heart-sinkings  as  every  honest 
doctor  knows. 

Bbnninghausen,  Douglass,  Lord,  Allen — yes,  I've  got  them 
all;  but  a  fever  in  a  book  and  a  fever  in  a  bed — phew!  what  a  dif- 
ference! Why,  Allen's  book  is  as  invincible  as  a  dose  of  croton  oil, 
but,  alas! 

"E'en  ministers  thtrv  hue  been  kenned 
At  times  a  rousin  whid  to  vend 
An*  1*11*1  wi'  scripture." 
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In  the  name  of  truth,  why  are  our  works  on  fever  and  ague 
so  puissant  in  the  library  and  so  puerile  in  practice?  Because  they 
are  made  to  sell.  A  poor  needy  and  seedy  adventurer  beguiles  the  . 
weary  waiting  for  patients  who  never  come  by  writing  a  book.  A 
scissors  and  paste-pot  are  handy  accessories,and  the  fewer  the  patients 
the  shorter  the  gestation.  It  is  a  good  venture,  for  who  hasn't  ago- 
nized over  fever  and  ague,  and  who  doesn't  grasp  with  thankfulness 
at  anything  which  promises  help?  Well,  the  opportunity  comes, 
and  the  new  book  is  brought  into  action,  and,  lo!  not  one  of  its 
finely-drawn,  hair-splitting  remedies  Jits  that  case!  The  book  is 
good  enough,  the  indications  for  its  remedies  are  "bully,"  but  the 
"cussedness"  of  that  patient  has  led  him  to  get  a  fever  which  isn't 
provided  for  in  that  book.  A  year  or  so  goes  by,  and  the  book  is 
tested  again,  and  again,  and  again*  until  you  conclude  that,  outside 
of  that  book,  such  fevers  never  were  found,  and  never  will  be. 

Ah,  my  friend,  you  have  hit  upon  a  great  truth,  for  a  man  with 
scissors  has  manufactured  such  fevers  as  God  Almighty  has  never 
made.  I  do  not  call  such  a  book  a  deliberate  lie;  I  do  call  it  a  mel- 
ange of  figments,  accepted  without  a  challenge  from  all  sorts  of 
sources,  as  if  every  diplomaed  dolt  were  a  Sydenham,  or  a 
Huxham. 

Make  a  "book,"  indeed!  Why,  it  is  the  solemncst  duty  man 
ever  docs,  is  this  making  of  a  medical  book.  It  is  the  lighting  of  a 
beacon  on  a  rock-bound  coast  in  a  night  of  storm  and  darkness,  and 
it  shall  lead  to  safety  or  lure  to  destruction,  just  as  it  is  true  or  false. 
Oh,  that  all  scissors-and-paste  book-makers  would  lay  that  to  their 
hearts  forever. 

"But,"  says  such  an  one,  "I  must  live." 

Ah,  my  dear  fellow,  that  doesn't  follow;  some  things  are  not 
fit  to  live. 

"Perhaps,  however,"  says  some  well-meaning  reader,  "the  fault 
is  in  you;  the  author  may  use  his  book  successfully  enough." 

Ah,  my  friend,  there's  just  the  rub,  for  it  is  my  misfortune  to 
know  some  of  these  scissors-and-paste  authors,  and  to  know  their 
practice,  too!  When  a  case  is  treated  from  such  a  book  and  by 
such  a  book-maker  for  weeks,  and  when  the  patient  himself  tells 
me  that,  of  his  own  accord,  he  finally  took  Quinine,  I  know  how  it 
is  myself,  for  I,  too,  have  been  there.    I  abhor  a  man  who  is  a  ro- 
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mancer  in  a  medical  journal  with  his  cures  and  his  cures,  and 
rogue  at  a  bedside  who  will  not  report  his  failures,  or,  mayhap, 
does  not  know  when  he  has  failed. 

Faugh!  I  have  even  known  of  one  work  on  Intermittent 
Fevers  which  was  appropriated  by  a  Professor  from  the  essay 
of  a  student — as  I  will  in  due  time  make  plainly  evident. 

But  I  wash  my  hands  of  such  books  and  such  book-makers  to 
give  my  honest  convictions  in  regard  to  the  homoeopathic  treatment 
of  fever  and  ague. 

My  experience  has  not  been  extensive,  and  yet  I  have  had  my 
belly  full.  I  don't  hanker  at  all  for  any  more.  But,  I  have  learned 
a  thing  or  two  in  twenty  years,  no  matter  how  much  remains  for  me 
yet  to  learn. 

I  have  found  the  homoeopathic  treatment  of  fresh  cases  of  fever 
and  ague  too  slow  to  be  satisfactory,  and  too  uncertain  in  results  for 
honest  practice.  My  patient's  pocket  "cries  to  Heaven"  for  the 
ciio/  my  conscience  demands  the  tuto,  and  the  jucunde — well  that's 
like  the  curl  in  a  pig's  tail,  it  doesn't  improve  the  quality  of  the 
pork.  So  I  am  no  longer  a  retail  sugar-dealer  in  such  case.  No,  I 
get  very  near  the  pure  juice,  and  plenty  of  it.  I  also  attend  to  the 
liver,  and  when  I  have  gotten  a  clean  tongue,  my  cinchona  and 
quinine  do  the  work  as  quickly  as  ever  the  "similimum"  did  and 
more  certainly — I  write  it  advisedly,  more  certainly.  Of  course, 
the  cinchona  is  used  only  in  perfect  types  of  intermittent  fever — 
chill,  heat,  and  sweat;  and  the  more  nearly  the  liver  is  to  the  nor- 
mal condition  the  more  surely  will  such  a  type  obtain.  Having  such 
a  type,  cinchona  and  quinine  will  cure  quickly,  safely,  and  with  the 
help  of  a  capsule,  pleasantly. 

There  are  men  in  Ann  Arbor  who  teach  differently;  both  are 
authors  on  fever  and  ague,  and  I  challenge  them  to  a  competitive 
trial  during  any  season  of  intermittent  fevers. 

In  chronic  agues,  on  the  contrary,  I  have  ever  been  proud  of 
homoeopathy.  In  them  cinchona  is  useless,  because  never  indicated ; 
and  never  indicated  because  these  chronic  agues  depend  upon  such 
pathological  changes  in  certain  viscera  as  cinchona  can  never  pro- 
duce, or  induce.  And,  more,  as  chronic  agues  are  not  so  prone  to 
cease  spontaneously,  depending  as  they  do  upon  absolute  patholog- 
ico-anatomical  changes,  I  rely    upon  the  results  of  high  potencies 
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in  these  cases  to  prove,  first,  the  actual  vis  of  a  high  potency;  and 
secondly,  the  long  lasting  action  of  remedies:  for,  although,  in  a 
chronic  fever  and  ague,  a  high  potency  will  dispel  the  periodic  phe- 
nomena in  from  twenty-four  to  seventy-two  hours,  yet  the  before 
mentioned  pathologico-anatomical  changes  are  not  to  be  eradicated 
by  anything  in  so  brief  a  time;  and  as  they  are  eradicated  by  the 
tew  doses  of  the  high  potency  exhibited,  I  know  of  nothing  which 
explains  this  result  so  simply  as  the  long-lastingness  of  their  ac- 
tion. 

Yes,  my  atom-measuring  and  much-vaporing  "scientist,"  I  set 
more  store  by  a  few  cases  of  chronic  ague  cured  by  a  200th  po- 
tency, than  by  a  great  gross  of  "atomic  theories"  and  a  regiment  of 
Sir  William  Thomsons. 

And,  my  dynamic,  wind-mill-fighting  Don  Quixote,  it  is,  in- 
deed, a  "fatal  error"  to  go  fooling  around  a  fresh  and  perfect  case  of 
intermittent  fever  with  infinitesimals — "fetal"  because  the  reported 
speedy  cure  is  what  the  Anglo  Saxons  called  a  lie;  and  the  civ- 
ilization of  the  19th  century  has  found  no  better  name  for  it. 

When  a  well-known  drug,  with  well-known  indications,  does 
a  certain  work  for  only  one  man,  the  common-sense  of  the  whole 
profession  declares  that  all  the  cherrytrees  in  the  universe  could  not 
make  a  George  Washington  of  that  one  man;  and  not  to  be  a  G. 
W.  in  reporting  cases  is  the  fatalest  of  errors. 

Thus  pleasantly,  at  last,  have  I  got  to  the  Vomiting  of  Stra- 
monium, for,  often,  the  longest  way  'round  i*  the  shortest. 

It  was  when  one  of  my  first  cases  of  these  sneaking  intermit- 
tents  was  making  its  advent,  that  I  found  a  patient,  a  man  of  forty 
years,  whom  light — sunlight  or  artificial — caused  to  vomit  vehem- 
ently. He  was  a  lawyer,  and  the  light  always  disagrees  with 
them,  though  they  do  not  always  vomit — the  more's  the  pity! 

Of  the  fact  of  the  aggravation  from  light  in  this  case  there  was 
no  mistake.  I  was  as  heartless  as  a  vivisector  and  opened  a  win- 
dow to  the  "garish  glare  of  day,"  and  within  a  minute  I  had  ocular 
demonstration — half-a-pint  of  it.  It  was  dark-green,  mucus-like 
and  watery,  looking  for  all  the  world  as  if  the  Nemesis  of  insulted 
Truth  had  had  my  legal  friend,  Nebuchadnezcr-like,  browsing  in 
the  fields. 

Wasn't  there  a  pawing  over  of  Repertories  for  vomiting 
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from  seeing  the  light;  and  didn't  the  Repertories  leave  me  in  the 
lurch  as  they  so  often  do?  Verily! 

But  my  legal  Nebuchadnazer  had  another  symptom,  to  wit,  he 
had  to  lie  as  quietly  as  the  mummy  of  Rameses  the  Great  in  its 
sarcophagus.  The  least  raising  of  the  head  from  the  pillow  fetched 
a  grass-green  penalty  at  once. 

That  symptom  was  the  pivotal  point  of  the  train  of  reasoning 
which  led  to  the  exhibition  of  Stramonium.  It  was  given  in  the 
evening  and  on  the  morrow  he  welcomed  the  God  of  Day  as  if  he 
wasn't  a  lawyer. 

I  had  seen  that  vomit  once  before  when  I  was  very  fresh  in 
practice.  It  was  in  the  case  of  a  little  girl  with  "brain  symptoms" 
for  whom  I  had  prescribed  in  the  afternoon.  At  night  her  father 
came  to  tell  me  that  she  was  much  worse;  said  he,  "Doc,  she 
vomits  if  she  even  raises  her  head from  the  pillow!" 

I  picked  up  the  English  Cypher-Repertory— J oslin's  "scorpion- 
lash."  Ah,  it  has  been  as  Moses'  rod  to  me,  many  a  time — 
and  in  it  I  found  "Stram." 

The  Mat.  Med.  Pura  was  turned  over,  and  off  I  went  with  a 
grateful  heart  to  give  Stramonium. 

In  the  morning  the  mother's  smile  was  a  benediction ;  but  it 
belonged  to  them  who  made  the  Cypher  Repertory.  O  honest 
worker,  whosoever  thou  mayest  be,  perhaps  the  boon  of  honest 
work  shall  come  to  thee  "after  many  days,"  but  when  all  days  are 
over  -will  come.    On  that  depend,  take  heart,  work  on ! 

It  is  a  vomit  not  to  be  mistaken,  looking  as  if  a  cow  had 
thrown  up  her  digested  cud.  It  seems  a  trifle  thicker  than  water,  is 
hardly  mucous,  and  not  mucus.  It  is  hydrated  bile,  and  what  a 
significant  story  it  tells  of  perverted  function!  It  is  a  neurotic  pro- 
duct beyond  all  shadow  of  question,  and  its  starting  point  is  the 
vomiting  centre  in  the  medulla  oblongata.  And  what  far-reaching 
sympathies  has  that  centre  when  even  the  optic  nerve  can  be  a 
special  irritant.  Of  course,  the  vomiting  of  Stramonium  is  of  cen- 
tric origin,  and  so  is  that  of  Belladonna,  and  of  Hyosciamus.  And 
how  shall  we  distinguish  them,  for  this  noble  trinity  are  not  sur- 
rogates. 

O,  ye  who  called  me  "Teacher,"  and  even,  thank  God!  "Dear 
Teacher,"  for  you  I  pen  these  last  few  lines.    It  is,  indeed,  possible 
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that  you  may  see,  some  day,  such  an  aggravation  from  Belladonna, 
but  not  from  Hyosciamus;  and  thus  we  exclude  the  latter  in  such  a 
case.  But,  if  we  meet  with  this  aggravation  from  light  in  Bella- 
dona,  what  then  ?  Well,  you  will  never  see  the  vomiting  from 
merely  raising  the  head  in  Belladonna  because  Belladonna  is  more 
congestive  than  Stramonium. 

Reason  a  moment,  as  we  used  to  do  before  "the  thieves  broke 
in  and  stole."  What  is  the  physiological  effect  of  raising  the  head 
from  the  horizontal  position  ?  A  brief  decrease  in  the  blood  supply  to 
all  parts.*  Then  in  this  Stramonium  condition  we  have  an  easily-in- 
duced and  sudden  anaemia  of  the  vomiting  centre  in  the  medulla 
oblongata,  and  Kussmaul  and  Tenner  have  shown  that  a  suddenly- 
induced  anaemia  of  the  intra-cranial  vital  centres  always  produces 
convulsions,  and  vomiting  is  a  convulsion. 

The  vomiting  of  Stramonium  is  grass-green,  aggravated  bv 
raising  the  head,  and,  at  times,  by  light. 

So  far  as  we  know  it  is  in  these  elements  an  unicum.  Blessed 
be  his  name  who  taught  us  their  value  and  how  to  find  them. 

S.  A.  Jones. 

Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 

■ 

♦Of  course,  I  ;im  reasoning  from  the  effect  of  assuming  the  erect  position  as  shown  in  the 
pulse  rate  even  in  health,  and  as  this  factor  is  largely  exaggerated  in  pathological  conditions,!  am 
ready  to  stand  by  the  deduction  given  in  the  text    I  know  of  no  oilier  explanation  for  the  phe- 
nomenon. 


A  FRAGMENT  IN  RE  FORMICA  RUFA. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago  John  French,  Doctor  ot 
Physick  in  the  realm  of  Great  Britain,  committed  to  the  press  of 
Richard  Cotes  the  painfully  written  manuscript  of  a  learned  work, 
bearing  the  following  profuse  title: 

•*  The  Art  of  Distillation,  or  a  Treatise  of  the  choicest  Spag- 
yricall  Preparations  performed  by  way  or  Distillation,  being  partly 
taken  out  of  the  most  select  Chymicall  Authors  of  severall  Lan- 
guages, and  partly  out  of  the  Author's  manuall  Experience;  To- 
gether with  The  Description  of  the  chiefest  Furnaces  and  Vessels 
used  by  Ancient,  anb  Moderne  Chymists:  Also  a  Discourse  of  di- 
vers Spagyrical  Experiments,  and  Curiosities,  and  of  the  Anato- 
my of  Gold  and  Silver,  with  the  chiefest  Preparations,  and  Curios- 
ities thereof,  and  Vertues  of  them  all." 
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Those  words  which  I  have  put  in  italics  Richard  Cotes,  duly  in- 
structed hy  Dr.  John  French,  printed  in  red  ink,  which  shineth  to- 
day on  the  time-worn  paper,  and  makes  a  piebald  page. 

But  our  present  concern  is  with  page  100  of  Book  4,  whereon 
is  found  the  following: 

"  Kuncat lis  famous  Water,  called  Agua  Magnanimitatis. 

Take  of  Pismires,  or  Ants  (the  biggest,  that  have  a  sourish 
smell,  are  the  best),  two  handfulls,  spirit  of  Wine,  a  Gallon,  digest 
them  in  a  Glass  vessell  close  shut,  the  space  of  a  month,  in  which 
time  they  will  be  dissolved  into  a  Liquor,  then  distil  them  in  Bal- 
neo,  till  all  be  dry.  Then  put  the  same  quantity  of  Ants  as  before, 
digest,  and  distill  them  in  the  said  Liquor  as  before;  doe  this  three 
times,  then  aromatize  the  Spirit  with  some  Cinnamon. 

Note  that  upon  the  Spirit  will  float  an  Oil,  which  must  be  sep- 
arated. This  Spirit  is  of  so  excellent  use  to  stir  up  the  Animall 
Spirit:  in  so  much  that  John  Casmire  Palse-grave  of  the  Rhene 
and  Scyfire  of  Gotten,  Generall  against  the  Turkes,  did  always 
drinke  of  it  when  they  went  to  fight,  to  increase  Magnanimity  and 
Courage,  which  it  did  even  to  admiration. 

This  Spirit  doth  also  wonderfully  irritate  them  that  are  slothful 
to  venery. 

It  also  provoketh  urine  even  to  admiration. 

It  doth  also  wonderfully  irritate  the  Spirits  that  are  dulled,  and 
deaded  with  any  cold  distemper. 

This  Oil  doth  the  same  effects,  and  indeed  more  powerfully. 

This  Oil  doth,  besides  what  is  spoken  of  the  Spirit,  help  deaf- 
ness exceeding,  two  or  three  drops  being  dropped  into  the  Ear,  af- 
ter it  is  well  suringed,  once  in  a  day,  for  a  week  together. 

It  also  helpeth  the  Eyes  that  have  film  growing  on  them,  be- 
ing now  and  then  dropped  into  them." 

Now  turn  to  Allen's  Encyclopedia,  sub  voce  Formica  Rufa, 
and  read: 

"  Mind  unusually  excited.  An  exhilarated  condition,  almost 
like  that  produced  by  champagne.  All  day  very  happy  and  inclin- 
ed to  be  jolly.  During  the  day  remarkably  happy  and  able  to  study : 
everything  seems  easy  to  be  accomplished." 

Here  are  three  different  provers  in  the  nineteenth  century  in 
full  accord  with   jfohn  Casimir,  Palgrave  of  the  Rhine,  and  Sey- 
frie  of  Cologne,  that  "  this  Spirit  is  of  excellent  use  to  stir  up  the 
Animall  Spirit." 
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Moreover,  let  such  as  "  are  slothful  to  Venery  "  turn  to  Allen, 
symptom  163  and  1 66  to  learn  how  homoeopathically^brw/ra  prom- 
ises to  correct  such  indolence. 

«  It  provoketh  urine  even  to  admiration,"  says  Dr.  John  French, 
and  one  of  the  modern  provers  records :  "  Double  the  quantity  of 
urine,  even  at  night  (third  day) :  increased  for  two  or  three  days  " — 
surely,  an  increase  "  even  to  admiration." 

As  for  deafness,  we  have  no  direct  hint  in  the  Encyclopedia, 
but  Dr.  John  French's  recommendation  is  worthy  of  recollection. 

"  It  also  helpeth  the  eyes  that  have  film  growing  over  them  " 
averreth  Dr.  French,  and  surely  enough,  one  of  our  modern  provers 
say: 

"  Appearance  when  looking  at  objects,  as  if  seen  through  a 
mist." 

Really,  Dr.  John  French,  it  seemeth  me  that  thou  didst  testify 
to  the  truth  in  this,  thine  "Art  of  Distillation,"  and  at  no  distant  day 
I  will  reprint  thine  "  Anatomy  of  Gold  "  for  modern  eyes  to  read. 

But,  thou  that  was  John  French,  hast  met  thy  revered  Master 
in  the  great  Beyond !  By  the  term  "  anatomy  of  Gold,"  I  know 
thou  wert  a  Paracelsian.    Hast  met  him  there? 

But  how  many  of  our  moderns  will  know  what  the  "anatomy  of 
gold"  means  ?  Paracelsus  "uses  common  words  in  new  significations, 
without  giving  any  indication  of  the  change  which  he  introduced. 
Thus  anatomy,  in  the  writing  of  Paracelsus,  signifies  not  the  dissec- 
tionof  dead  animals  to  determine  their  structure,  but  it  means  the 
nature,  force,  and  magical  designation  of  a  thing."* 

Then,  reader,  keep  an  eye  out  for  Dr.  John  French's  "anatomy 
gold  " — it  will  make  a  neat  little  addendum  to  Dr.  Burnett's  pleas- 
ant little  book.  S.A.Jones. 

Ann  Arbor,  JVov.  26,  1881. 

•Thomson's  History  of  Chemistry,  Vol.  I,  p.  Ijl.  1S30. 

AN  HOUR  WITH  AN  ALCHEMIST. 

In  "A  Fragment  on  Formica  rufa  "  I  have  introduced  the  read- 
ers of  the  Observer  to  Dr.  John  French,  erstwhile  of  Her  Brit- 
tannic  Majesty's  realm,  and  on  the  same  occasion  I  did  rashly  prom- 
ise to  reprint  his  "  Anatomy  of  Gold."  I  repent  me  that  I  did  of- 
fer so  much,  for  I  must  redeem  my  promise  with  less.    Not  that  I 
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would  object  to  painfully  copying  nine  quarto  pages,  but  simply 
that  the  "practical"  men  would  damn  me  for  giving  so  much  space 
to  an  impractical  subject. 

It  would  be  pleasant  (or  mc  to  write  about  gold ;  I  could  revel 
in  it  in  fancy,  as  I  never  did  in  fact;  I  could  toss  my  nuggets  from 
hand  to  hand,dropping  one  now  and  then  into  the  yawning  pocket  of 
a  penniless  friend;  I  could  buy  justice  at  its.  market  price,  and  see 
richer  rogues  than  I  gravelled  for  the  nonce.  But  all  this  is  for- 
bidden  me.  /  can  only  read  of  gold!  O,  Reader,  could  I  but 
wear  the  ears  of  Midas  for  a  month  I  would  lay  my  aurigenetic 
hands  on  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  put  every  jackass  on  the  retired 
list  with  a  pension. 

What  do  you  say?  "There  would  be  many  a  vacancy  in 
Homoeopathic  Colleges."    Ah,  you  rogue,  you  know  them,do  you ! 

That  there  is  a  Philosopher's  Stone,  Dr.  John  French  doubted 
not,  and  in  defence  of  his  belief  he  met  all  doubters  with  a  lofty 
scorn. 

"If  there  be  any  such  thing,"  he  asks  in  his  preface  to  the  Read- 
er, "Why  are  not  the  possessors  thereof  infinitely  rich?"  "Because, 
saith  Sandivagius,  I  have  incurred  more  dangers  by  discovering  my- 
self to  have  this  secret  than  I  could  ever  profit  by  it,  and  whenso- 
ever I  would  discover  myself  to  the  great  Ones  it  always  redounded 
to  my  prejudice  and  danger." 

"To  say  nothing  of  being  subjected  and  enslaved  to  the  pleas- 
ure of  Princes,  and  of  becoming  instrumental  to  their  luxury  and 
tyranny,  as  also  being  deprived  of  all  liberty,  as  once  Raimondus 
Lullius." 

"The  truth  is,  the  greatest  matter  that  Philosophers  aim  at  is 
the  enjoyment  of  themselves,  for  which  cause  they  have  sequestered 
themselves  from  the  world  and  become  Hermitcs"  "I  see,"  saith 
Sandivogius,  "all  things  in  this  world  to  be  but  vanity,  and  that  de- 
ceit and  covctousness  prevail  much,  that  all  things  are  vendible,  and 
that  vice  doth  cxcell  virtue.  I  see  the  better  things  of  the  life  to 
come  before  mine  eyes,  and  I  rejoice  in  these.  Now  I  do  not  won- 
der, as  before  I  did,  why  Philosphers,  when  they  have  attained  this 
medicine,  do  not  care  to  have  their  daies  shortened." 

"Thus  much,"  adds  Dr.  French,  "by  way  of  reply  to  the  friv- 
olous objection  of  those  that  believe  not  the  verity  of  this  Art,  and 
not  onely  so,  but  will  not  believe  it." 
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Perilous  secret!  and  luckily  for  us  and  the  Homoeopathic  Col- 
leges, Dr.  John  French  hath  not  revealed  it,  having,  let  us  hope, 
"the  better  things  of  the  life  to  come  "  before  his  eyes  then,  and, 
blessed  be  God,  now. 

But,  Dr.  French  has  taught  us  how  to  make  "Dr.  Anthony's 
famous  Aurum  potabile,  and  oil  of  gold" 

"Dissolve  pure  fine  gold  in  Aqua  regis  according  to  art  (the 
Aqua  regis  being  made  of  Aqua  fortis,  and  foure  ounces  of  salU 
Armoniack  distilled  together  by  Retort  in  sand)  which  cleare  solu- 
tion is  put  into  a  large  glass  of  a  wide  neck,  and  upon  it  pour,  drop 
by  drop,  Oil  of  Tartar  made  per  deliquium,  until  the  Aqua  regis, 
which  before  was  yellow,  becomes  clear  and  white,  for  that  is  asigne 
that  all  calx  of  gold  is  settled  to  the  bottom;  then  let  it  stand  all 
night,  and  in  the  morning  pour  off  the  clear  Liquor,  and  wash  the 
clax  four  or  five  times  with  common  spring  water,  bjing  warmed, 
and  dry  it  with  a  most  gentle  heat. 

"Note,  and  that  well,  that' if  the  heat  be  too  great  the  calx  takes 
fire  presently  like  gun-powder,  and  flies  away  to  thy  danger  and  losse; 
therefore  it  is  best  to  dry  it  in  the  sun,  or  on  the  stove,  stirring  it 
dilligently  with  a  wooden  spatle.  To  this  calx  adde  halfe  a  part 
of  the  powder  of  sulphur,  mix  them  together,  and  in  an  open 
crucible  let  the  sulphur  burne  away  in  the  fire,  putting  a  gentle 
fire  to  it  at  the  first,  and  in  the  end  a  most  strong  fire  for  the  space 
of  an  houre,  that  the  calx  may,  in  some  manner,  be  reverberated,  and 
become  most  subtle,  which  keep  in  a  viall  close  stopt  for  your 
use. 

"Then  make  a  Spirit  of  urine  after  this  manner,  viz.:  Take 

the  urine  of  a  healthy  man  drinking  Wine  moderately,  put  it  into 

a  gourd,  which  you  must  stop  close,  and  set  in  horsed ung  for 

the  space  of  forty  days.    Then  distill  it  by  Alembick  in  sand  into  a 

large  receiver,  until  all  the  humidity  be  distilled  off.    Rectifie  this 

Spirit  by  cohobation  three  times,  that  the  Spirit  only  may  rise. 

Then  distill  it  in  sand  by  a  glasse  with  a  long  neck,  having  a  large 

receiver  annexed,  and  closed  very  well  to  it,  and  the  Spirit  will  be 

elevated  into  the  top  of  the  vessel  like  crystall,  without  any  aqueous 

humidity  accompanying  of  it.    Let  this  distillation  be  continued  un- 

till  all  the  Spirits  be  risen.  These  crvstalls  must  be  dissolved  in 
distilled  rainwater,  and  be  distilled  as  before.  This  must  be  done 
six  times,  and  every  time  you  must  take  fresh  rainwater  distilled. 
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Then  put  these  crystalls  into  a  glasse  bolthead,  which  close  Her- 
metically, and  set  in  the  moderate  heat  of  a  Balneum  for  the  space 
of  fifteen  days,  that  they  may  be  reduced  into  a  most  clear  Liquor. 
To  this  Liquor  adde  an  equall  weight  of  spirit  of  Wine,  very  well 
rectified,  and  let  them  be  digested  in  Balneo  the  space  of  twelve 
days,  in  which  time  they  will  be  united. 

"Then  take  the  calx  of  gold,  above  said,  and  poure  upon  it  of 
these  united  Spirits  as  much  as  will  cover  them  three  finger  breadths, 
and  digest  them  in  a  gentle  heat  untill  the  Liquor  be  tinged  as  red  as 
bloud;  decant  off  the  tincture,  and  put  on  more  of  the  afore  said 
bpirits,  and  doe  as  before  till  all  the  tincture  be  extracted;  then  put 
all  the  tincted  Spirits  together,  and  digest  them  ten  or  twelve  dayes, 
after  which  time  abstract  the  Spirit  with  a  gentle  heat,  and  cohob- 
ate  it  once;  and  then  the  calx  will  remain  in  the  bottom  like  an  Oil 
as  red  as  bloud,  and  of  a  pleasant  odour,  and  which  may  be  dissolv- 
ed in  any  Liquor.  Wherefore  this  Oil  may  be  the  Succedaneum 
of  true  gold.  If  you  distill  the  same  solution  by  Retort  in  sand 
there  will  come  over  after  the  first  part  of  the  menstruum  the  tinc- 
ture with  the  other  part  thereof  as  red  as  bloud;  the  earth  which  is 
left  in  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  being  black,  dry,  spongious  and  light. 
The  menstruum  must  be  repoured  away,  and  the  Oil  of  gold  will  re- 
main by  it  self,  which  must  be  kept  as  a  great  treasure;  and  this  is 
Dr.  Anthonys  Aurum  -potabile. 

"Foure  or  eight  graines  of  this  Oil  taken  in  what  manner  so- 
ever  wonderfully  refresheth  the  Spirits,  and  workes  several  1  wayes, 
especially  by  sweat." 

He  then  goes  on  to  give  five  separate  methods  for  making  "a 
tincture  of  Gold"  which  I  have  not  time  to  transcribe  at  present,  but 
which  I  will  cheerfully  copy  for  anybody  who  has  been  frightened 
by  Wesselhceft's  microscopy.    Address  this  journal. 

Of  much  more  interest  to  us,  are : 

"  The  vertues  of  the  aforesaid  preparations  of  Gold." 

"With  the  aforesaid  preparations  the  Ancients  did  not  only 
preserve  the  health  and  strength  of  their  bodyes,  but  also  prolong 
their  lives  to  a  very  old  age,  and  not  that  only,  but  cured  thorough- 
ly the  Epilipsie,  Apoplexie,  Elephantiasis,  Leprosy,  Melancholy, 

Madnesse,  the  Quartain,  the  Gout,  Dropsie,  Plurisy,  all  manner  of 
Feavers,  the  Jaundise,  Lues  Venerea,  the  Wolf,  the  Cancer,  Noli 
me  Tangere,  Asthma,  Consumption,  the  Stone,  stopping  of  Urine, 
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inward  Imposthumes,  and  such  like  diseases,  which  most  men  ac- 
count incurable.  For  there  is  such  a  potent  fire  lying  in  prepared 
gold  which  doth  not  only  consume  deadly  humours,  but  also  renews 
the  very  marrow  of  the  bones,  and  raiseth  up  the  whole  body  of 
man,  being  half  dead. 

"They  that  use  any  of  these  preparations  for  any  of  the  fore- 
going diseases,  must  betake  themselves  to  their  bed  for  the  space  of 
two  or  three  hours,  and  expect  sweating  to  ensue,  for  indeed  it  will 
fend  forth  sweat  plentifully,  and  with  ease,  and  leave  no  impurity  or 
•uperfluity  in  the  whole  body.  Note  that  they  must  take  it  for  ten 
dayes  together  in  appropriated  Liquors. 

"Let  young  men  that  expect  long  life  take  any  of  the  aforesaid 
preparations  once  in  a  moneth,  and  in  the  morning;  but  they  must 
abstain  from  meat  and  drink  till  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  for  in 
that  time  that  matter  will  be  digested  into  the  radical  humour; 
whereby  the  strength  of  the  body  is  wonderfully  increased,  beauty 
doth  flourish  most  wonderfully,  and  continues  until  extream  old  age. 

"Let  old  men  take  it  twice  a  moneth,  for  by  this  meanes  will 
their  old  age  be  fresh  till  the  appointed  time  of  death. 

"Let  young  women  and  maids  take  it  once  a  moneth  after  their 
menstrua,  for  by  this  means  they  will  look  fresh  and  beautiful. 

"Let  women  that  are  in  travail  take  it,  and  it  will  help  and 
strengthen  them  to  bring  forth  without  much  paine,  notwithstand- 
ing many  difficulties. 

"Let  it  be  given  to  women  that  have  passed  the  years  of  their 
menstrua  once  or  twice  in  a  moneth,  and  it  will  preserve  them  very 
fresh,  and  many  times  cause  their  menstrua  to  returne,  and  make 
them  capable  of  again  bearing  children. 

"It  cures  the  plague,  and  expells  the  matter  of  a  carbuncle  by 
sweat  most  potently. 

"When  I  say  that  this,  or  it  will  doe  thus  and  thus,  I  mean  any 
one  of  the  forenamed  preparations,  viz.,  Aurum  potabile  Oils,  or 
Tincture  of  Gold." 

Alas!  Dr.  John  French,  we  have  found  the  mark  of  the  beast 
on  thee.  Thou  knowedest  that  this  Aurum  potabile,nnd  this  Oil  of 
Gold,and  these  golden  tinctures  were  costly,  a  "great  treasure,"  thou 
said'st,  and  thou  also  knowdest  that  young  man  in  their  folly  crave 
long  life,  and  that  old  men  are  not  yet  ready ;  that  young  women 
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and  maids  desire  to  look  fresh  and  beautiful.  And,  O  John  French, 
tkou  didst  tempt  the  mother  in  the  supreme  agony  of  travail  with 
thy  nostrum,  and  thou  didst  promise  the  withered  tree  fresh  leaves, 
and  fruit. 

Go  to,  John  French,  surely  some  Yankee  can  find  thee  in  his 
pedigree ! 

In  this  suspicion,  John,  I  am  confirmed  by  the  following,  which 
I  find  on  page  141  of  the  book  : 

"  To  extract  a  white  Milkie  substance  from  the  raies  of  the 
Moone" 

"Take  a  concave  glasse  and  hold  it  against  the  Moone  when 
she  is  at  the  full  in  a  cleare  evening,  and  let  the  raies  thereof,  being 
united,  fall  upon  a  sponge,  and  the  sponge  will  be  full  of  a  cold 
Milkie  substance,  which  you  may  presse  out  with  your  hand  and 
gather  more.  Dr.  La.  Brosse  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  substance 
is  of  the  substance  of  the  Moone;*  but  I  cannot  assent  to  him  in 
that — only  this  I  say,  if  this  experiment  were  well  prosecuted,  it 
might  produce,  for  ought  I  know,  such  a  discovery  which  might  be 
the  key  to  no  small  secrets." 

It  was  "well  prosecuted,"  John,  some  two  centuries  after  vou, 
and  the  result  was  a  marketable  commoditv  called  Luna  m.  10  m, 
c  m,  and  so  on.  Hence,  my  suspicion,  John,  that  thou  hast  a  Yan- 
kee posterity,  not  in  the  direct  line,  for  the  name  is  changed,  but  via 
the  hired  girl.  S.  a.  j. 

Ann  Arbor,  Nov.  28. 

*This  substance  being  "Milkie,"  and  the  moon  being  made  of  green 
cheese.    <Q.  E.  D.    No  "International"  can  object  to  this  demonstration. 

s.  a.  j. 


Profanity. — One  of  our  best  religious  newspapers  has  an  ad- 
vertisement : 

"And  the  leaves  were  for  the  healing  of  the  Nations."  Dr. 

 's  Extract  breaks  up  colds,  fevers  and  inflammatory 

attacks,  etc. 

It  is  certainly  to  be  deprecated  that  our"  religious  papers  give 
their  pages  to  the  advertising  of  any  quackery  that  pays  for  the 
space,  but  that  any  should  sell  their  columns  for  such  profanity  as 
the  above  appears  to  be  obnoxious  to  severe  censure. 
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HYPERTROPHIC  ENLARGEMENTS. 

Hypertrophy  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  larynx  has  al- 
ready been  described  under  the  head  of  plastic  laryngitis  (q.  v.). 
We  shall  therefore  devote  this  chapter  to  such  hypertrophic  en- 
largements as  are  met  with  in  other  portions  of  the  air-passages, 
namely,  the  pituitary  membrane,  the  tonsils,  etc. 

1.    NASAL  HYPERTROPHY. 

HYPERTROPHY  OF  THE  TURBINATED  BONES. 

The  turbinated  bones  sometimes  swell  up  and  become  more 
spongy  and  voluminous  than  in  health,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  entitle  them  to  be  regarded  as  hypertrophied,  in  the  true  sense  of 
that  term.  On  the  contrary,  the  disease  referred  to  is  almost  entire- 
ly limited  to  the  mucous  and  sub-mucous  tissues  covering  the  bones. 
Sometimes  the  hypertrophy  is  general,  but  more  frequently  is  con- 
fined to  the  membrane  covering  the  middle  and  inferior  turbinated 
bone*.  It  is  especially  situated  in  the  erectile  tissue,  or  stroma,which 
lies  between  the  periosteum  covering  the  inferior  turbinated  bones 
and  the  mucous  membrane  bounding  the  outer  walls  of  the  nasal 
fossa?.  In  some  cases  it  is  so  excessive  as  to  totally  exclude  the  pos- 
terior nares. 

Symptoms. — The  rational  symptoms  are  chiefly  such  as  result 
from  nasal  obstruction,  such  as  a  nasal  sound  to  the  voice,  defective 
smell,  difficulty  of  keeping  the  mouth  tightly  closed  during  respira- 
tion, especially  on  rapid  exertion,  snoring  during  sleep,  and,  when 
excessive,  an  entire  inability  to  breathe  through  the  nose.  In  some 
cases,  the  senses  of  smell  and  hearing  become  rapidly  impaired. 
When  the  nasal  fossae  are  nearly  closed,  there  is  apt  to  be  more  or 
less  dilatation  of  the  alas  nasi,  and  also  apparent  dyspnoea,  especially 
on  exertion.  Epistaxis  is  not  uncommon,  though  it  does  not  occur 
in  every  case.  Masses  of  inspissated  and  offensive  matter  accumu- 
mulate  in  the  nasal  passages,  especialy  at  night,  more  particularly  in 
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the  posterior  portions  of  the  nasal  fossae.  The  amount  of  air 
which  passes  through  the  nasal  openings  becomes  insufficient  for 
quiet  breathing,  owing  to  the  approximation  of  the  hypertrophied 
tissues  with  each  other  and  with  the  nasal  septum,  and  hence  the 
dyspncea  and  stuffed  condition  of  the  nasal  passages. 

Rhinoscopic  Appearances. — Upon  making  a  rhinoscopic 
examination,  we  find  on  one  or  both  sides  of  the  nasal  septum,  a 
large  mass  of  reddish  tissue,  which  in  some  cases  almost,  if  not  en- 
tirely, fills  the  opening  of  the  posterior  nares.  The  swelling  is  at- 
tached to  the  outer  and  posterior  portion  of  the  turbinated  bones, 
and  forms  a  large  sessile  tumor,  of  an  irregular,  wrinkled  appear- 
ance, lying  on  the  floor  of  the  nares,  and  projecting  somewhat  into 
the  upper  part  of  the  pharynx.  A  somewhat  similar,  but  softer 
and  more  vascular  swelling,  frequently  springs  from  the  superior 
turbinated  bones,  which  is  often  mistaken  for  mucous  polyp- 
us (q.  v.). 

Diagnosis. — These  enlargements  may  be  distinguished  from 
mucous  nasal  polypi,  by  being  of  a  darker  color  and  sessile.  If  we 
examine  them  with  a  probe,  we  shall  discover  that  they  are  not 
pedunculated,  but  that  they  are  broad  at  the  base,  and  form  part  of 
the  soft  tissues  covering  the  turbinated  bones.  Moreover,  mucous 
polypi  are  generally  unilateral,  whilst  hypertrophy  of  the  soft  tis- 
sues inside  the  nose  is  usually  bilateral.  The  same  is  true  of  fibrous 
polypi,  though  the  resemblance  in  color  is  much  greater  in  the 
case  of  fibrous,  than  in  that  of  mucous  polypi.  Another  distinc- 
tion is,  that  the  difficulty  of  breathing  through  the  affected  nostril, 
when  the  other  nostril  is  closed  by  pressure,  is  not  so  great  in  this 
affection  as  in  the  case  of  polypus,  the  obstruction  in  the  latter  case 
being  complete,  while  in  the  former  it  is  only  partial. 

Treatment. — Various  liquid  preparations  have  been  recom- 
mended by  different  authors,  to  be  applied  in  the  form  of  spray  to 
the  hypertrophied  tissues,  but  from  a  somewhat  extensive  experience 
in  their  use,  I  am  unable  to  recommend  them  as  being  to  any  con- 
siderable decree  efficient.  The  most  that  can  be  effected  by  them 
is  a  more  thorough  cleansing  of  the  passages,  whereby  they  are 
rendered  for  a  time  somewhat  more  pervious,  but  so  far  as  produc- 
ing an  absorption  or  atrophy  of  the  diseased  tissues  is  concerned, 
they  are,in  my  opinion,  wholly  valueless.    The  best  way  of  remov- 
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ing  the  swelling,  except  by  excision  or  evulsion,  is  by  cauterization, 
either  by  caustics  or  the  electro-cautery ;  and  the  best  caustic  I  have 
found  for  the  purpose  is  composed  of  nitrate  of  silver  and  lime,  the 
proportions  of  the  ingredients  varying  according  to  J:he  intensity  of 
action  desired.  These  substances  are  formed  into  flattened  pencils, 
and  being  attached  to  a  platina  holder  fastened  to  a  copper  wire,  so 
as  to  be  readily  bent  to  any  required  angle,  are  rapidly  passed,  by 
means  of  the  rhinoscopic  mirror,  between  the  turbinated  bones  and 
over  the  affected  tissues.  The  action  of  the  caustic  may  be  readily 
limited,  if  necessary,  by  immediately  spraying  the  parts  with  a  solu- 
tion of  common  salt.  I  have  found  this  compound  to  be  more  cor- 
rosive and  less  irritating  than  the  simple  nitrate  of  silver,  while  at 
the  same  time  it  is  safer  and  more  manageable  than  either  chro- 
mic or  nitric  acid,  so  frequently  employed  as  escharotics  in  these 
cases. 

But  by  far  the  most  satisfactory  mode  of  removing  these  hy- 
pertrophic enlargements,  is  by  means  of  Gibb's  or  Jarvis'  wire  loop 
ecraseur,  (PI.  vi,  Fig.  5)  which  is  simply  a  stout  slender  tube  or 
canula,  through  which  are  passed  the  two  ends  of  a  fine  annealed 
wire,  or  what  is  better  a  No.  5  piano  wire,  leaving  a  loop  of  suita- 
ble dimensions  to  be  passed  over  the  hypertrophied  membrane. 
The  proximal  ends  of  the  wire  are  either  fastened  to  a  button,work- 
ed  like  a  tourniquet,  or  attached  to  a  screw  at  the  other  extremity  of 
the  canula;  by  turning  the  screw  or  button,  the  wire  is  shortened 
and  the  loop  contracted.  The  instrument  is  slender  enough  to  be 
passed  through  the  nostril,  and  after  it  has  reached  the  end  of  the 
turbinated  bone,  if  there  is  any  difficulty  in  passing  the  snare  over 
the  enlargement,  the  mirror,  aided  by  the  ringer,  may  be  made  use 
of  for  its  adjustment.  After  the  mass  has  become  engaged  in  the 
snare,  the  loop  should  be  gradually  tightened  until  the  adventitious 
growth  is  entirely  cut  through.  The  operation  should  be  performed 
slowly,  in  order  to  avoid  troublesome  hemorrhage.  In  some  cases, 
adjustable  scissors  (PI.  vi,  Fig.  1)  or  curved  forceps  (Fig.  6)  may  be 
used  for  detaching  a  portion  of  the  mass,  but  only  when  more  than 
usually  accessible. 

2.— ELONGATION  OF  THE  UVULA. 

In  many  cases  of  inflammation  in  and  about  the  throat,  espec- 
ially inflammation  of  a  chronic  character,  the  uvula  participates  to 
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such  an  extent  as  to  be  greatly  increased  in  size,  either  from  hyper- 
trophy or  relaxation  of  the  mucous  membrane  covering  it,  or  from 
a  hypertrophic  condition  of  the  muscular  tissue  itself.  When  actu- 
ally inflamed  it  is  red  and  swollen  or  pale  and  cedematous,but  when 
simply  relaxed  it  is  translucent  and  greatly  elongated.  In  this  con- 
dition it  often  hangs  down  into  the  pharynx  so  as  to  irritate  the  epi- 
glottis and  neighboring  parts,  giving  rise  to  a  tickling  or  spasmodic 
cough,  which,  unless  relieved  by  local  or  constitutional  treatment, 
can  only  be  remedied  by  the  removal  of  the  hypertrophied  tissue.  But 
amputation  of  the  uvula  is  rarely,  if  ever,  required,  unless  the  symp- 
toms are  due  to  a  true  hypertrophy  of  the  organ,  as  the  acute  form 
is  associated  with  acute  pharyngitis,  and  generally  disappears  as 
soon  as  the  affection  on  which  it  depends  subsides. 

Treatment. — In  the  acute  form  of  the  affection,  to  which  we 
have  just  referred,  the  use  of  mild  astringent  sprays  and  gargles, 
with  the  internal  administration  of  Belladonna,  Mercurius,  Nux 
vomica  and  other  indicated  remedies,  is  all  that  will  generally  be 
required.  The  true  hypertrophied  or  elongated  uvula,  on  the  other 
hand,  will  generally  require  to  be  amputated,  to  the  extent,  at  least, 
of  removing  the  redundant  tissue.  This  is  easily  effected  by  seizing 
the  organ  with  a  pair  of  long  slender  forceps,  drawing  it  forward, 
and  removing  the  redundant  portion  with  a  pair  of  ordinary  scissors. 
Various  instruments,  as  the  vulsellum  uvula  scissors,  the  uvulatome, 
etc.,  have  been  devised  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  its  iemoval,but, 
owing  to  the  spontaneous  retraction  of  the  palate,  they  are  found 
to  be  less  certain  and  convenient  than  the  simple  forceps  and  scis- 
sors. In  performing  the  operation,  care  should  be  taken  not  to  re- 
move the  entire  organ,  but  only  the  redundant  portion,  as  a  certain 
amount  of  projection  is  required  to  prevent  the  escape  of  fluids  into 
the  nasal  cavity  during  the  act  of  swallowing. 

3 — HYPERTROPHY  OF  THE  TONSILS. 

By  hypertrophy  of  the  tonsils  is  meant  a  permanent  enlarge- 
ment of  these  organs  in  consequence  of  chronic  inflammation,  or  of 
interstitial  deposition  resulting  from  strumous  or  other  morbid  con- 
ditions of  the  system. 

Symptoms. — The  symptoms  of  enlarged  tonsils  are  such,  that 
we  can  often  predict  their  existence  before  any  examination  is  made 
of  the  fauces;  certain   peculiarities  of  physiognomy,  constituting 
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what  is  called  the  facial  expression  of  children  afflicted  with  tonsil- 
lar hypertrophy,  being  almost  always  present.  This  expression  is 
difficult  to  describe  but  consists  chiefly  in  a  listless  appearance  of 
the  countenance,  drooping  eyelids,  half-open  mouth,  and  especially 
a  thick,  half-muffled  sound  of  the  voice — symptoms  usually  result- 
ing partly  from  the  local  trouble,  and  partly  from  the  profound  im- 
pression made  by  the  disease,  of  which  the  hypertrophy  is  at  once 
the  expression  and  the  cause. 

On  examining  the  fauces  we  discover  the  enlarged  tonsils  en- 
croaching upon  the  cavity  of  the  pharynx,  and  sometimes  conceal- 
ing its  posterior  wall  from  view.    If  the  enlargement  is  but  moder- 
ate, the  symptoms  are  usually  not  very  prominent,  and  may  fail  to 
attract  attention.    But  if  a  greater  degree  of  hypertrophy  exists, 
the  symptoms  already  enumerated  will  be  likely  to  become  manifest, 
especially  the  half-muffled  sound  of  the  voice,  which  scarcely  ever 
fails  of  recognition.    Snoring    is    another   prominent  symptom  in 
these  cases.    Owing  to  the  obstruction  to  breathing,  the  patient 
generally  sleeps  with  his  mouth  open,  and  respiration  being  accom- 
plished through  both  the  nose  and  mouth,  the  soft  palate  and  uvula 
are  thrown  into  a  state  of  vibration,  producing  the  sound  in  ques- 
tion.   Nightmare  is  also  of  frequent   occurrence  in  this  affection. 
Dr.  Haward  accounts  for  this  symptom  by  referring  it  to  a  less  per- 
fect aeration  of  the  blood   during   sleep   than  during  the  waking 
hours,  thus  producing  cerebral  congestion  and  consequent  disturb- 
ance of  function.    A  peculiarity  of  this  form  of  nightmare,  is  said 
to  be  its  tendency  to  recur  several  times  the  same  night,  whereas 
other  forms  of  nightmare  are  generally  limited  to  a  single  attack. 
Deglutition  is  more  or  less  impeded,  and  occasionally  there  is  diffi- 
culty in  moving  the  jaws.    Catarrhal  attacks  are  frequent,  there  be- 
ing a  constant  tendency  to  take  cold  on  the  slightest  exposure.  But 
the  most  striking  symptom,  in  many  cases,  is  a  peculiar  deformitv 
of  the  chest,  first  pointed  out  by  Dupuytren,  and  which  he  regard- 
ed as  the  direct  result  of  the  hypertrophy.    It  consists  in  a  lateral 
compression  of  the  chest  walls,  whereby  the  sternum  is  thrust  for- 
ward in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  rise  to  the  condition  called  pigeon- 
breasted.    This  naturally  suggests  a  softened  or  rachitic  state  of  the 
bones;  and  as  the  characteristic  malformation  consists  in  a  circular 
depression  of  the  chest  walls  at  about  the  junction  of  the  lower  and 
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middle  third,  corresponding  with  the  attachment  of  the  diaphragm 
internally  to  the  osseus  framework,  we  can  easily  understand  how 
a  constant  struggle  of  this  muscle  to  overcome  the  obstacle  to  free 
respiration  may  result  in  such  malformation. 

The  evil  effects  of  enlarged  tonsils  on  the  general  health,  have 
been  clearly  pointed  out  by  M.  Chassaignac.  Notwithstanding  the 
increased  efforts  of  the  diaphragm  to  overcome  the  impediment  to 
respiration,  the  oxygenation  of  the  blood  is  very  imperfectly 
performed,  and  as  a  consequence  the  vital  power  is  depressed, 
the  functions  of  secretion,  excretion  and  nutrition  are  impaired,  the 
brain  is  oppressed,  the  digestive  organs  are  disturbed,and  the  patient 
lives  in  a  state  of  permanent  ill-health. 

Spasm  of  the  glottis  frequently  occurs  in  this  disease,  and  is 
probably  due  to  the  poisonous  effect  of  the  imperfectly  aerated  blood 
upon  the  nerve-centres.  Impaired  hearing,  with  tinnitus  aurium,  is 
also  a  common  symptom,  due  partly  to  the  catarrhal  condition  as- 
sociated with  the  disease,  and  partly  to  pressure  on  the  orifice  of  the 
Eustachian  tube. 

Pathology. — The  latest  investigations  on  the  subject  go  to 
prove  that  there  are  two  varieties  of  enlarged  tonsils,  the  hyperplas- 
tic and  the  hypertrophic.  The  former  depends  on  growth  and  pro- 
liferation  of  the  connective-tissue  elements  of  the  gland,  while  the 
latter  is  due  to  hypertrophy  and  distention  of  the  follicles,  or  true 
glandular  tissue  of  the  organ,  Both  conditions  are  generally  asso- 
ciated, the  tonsils  presenting  different  appearances  according  as  the 
epithelial  or  connective-tisse  elements  predominate.  In  the  former 
case,the  tonsil  is  rough,  irregular  and  nodulated;  the  gland  is  soft  and 
friable;  and  the  follicles  are  distended  with  a  viscid  mucus,  which 
can  generally  be  easily  pressed  out  or  wiped  away,  but  which  in 
some  cases  is  thick  and  caseous.  When,  on  the  other  hand,  the  con- 
nective-tissue elements  are  in  excess,  the  gland  is  smooth  and  round, 
soft  and  compressible  in  the  earlier  stages,  but  firm  and  elastic  in  the 
more  advanced  stage.  Owing  to  compression,  the  follicles  become 
atrophied  and  their  functions  cease;  hence  no  secretion  can  be 
pressed  out  of  them.  The  hypertrophic  form  is  chiefly  confined  to 
adults;  the  hyperplastic  is  mostly  met  with  in  children,  and  usu- 
ally disappears  during  adult  life. 

Prognosis. — We  have  already  pointed  out  the  evil  effects  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


48  American  observer.  [January 

this  disease  upon  children,  and  have  only  to  add,  that  unless  the 
morbid  state  is  soon  remedied  it  may  leave  the  most  permanent  and 
serious  effects  upon  the  constitution.  When  the  disease  sets  in  at  a 
later  period,  the  general  health  of  the  patient  is  not  likely  to  suffer 
from  it  to  any  great  extent,  and  the  chief  inconvenience  arises  from 
the  unnatural  fullness  in  the  fauces,  and  from  a  constant  disposition 
,  to  hawk  and  spit  excited  by  it.  Sometimes,  however,  it  proves 
troublesome  in  adult  life,  by  keeping  up  a  state  of  congestion  in  the 
neighboring  parts,  which  leads  to  frequent  attacks  of  catarrhal  in- 
flammation. As  a  general  rule,  however,  the  tonsils  lessen  in  size 
after  the  age  of  manhood  is  fully  reached,  and  as  they  diminish  the 
troublesome  symptoms  gradually  disappear. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  is  three-fold — local,  constitution- 
al and  operative.  The  local  treatment  consists  in  the  application  of 
such  remedies  as  tend  to  promote  absorption,  such  as  iodine,  iodide 
of  potassium,  etc.;  astringent  remedies,  such  as  tannin,  perchloride 
or  persulphate  of  iron,  etc.;  escharotics,  the  use  of  which  is  too 
painful  and  tedious  to  justify  their  employment  in  these  cases;  and 
the  various  specific  remedies,  the  internal  administration  of  which 
should  go  hand  in  hand  with  their  local  application.  One  of  the 
best  astringent  applications  is  a  saturated  solution  of  tannin,  which 
should  be  applied  two  or  three  times  a  day  over  the  whole  gland. 
Of  the  remedies  designed  to  promote  absorption,  the  compound  so- 
lution of  iodine  and  the  iodide  of  potassium,  of  the  old-school,  is 
much  the  best,  as  the  iodine  is  in  a  form  to  be  rapidly  absorbed. 

Constitutional  Treatment. — The  constitutonal  remedies 
which  have  proved  most  beneficial  in  this  disease,  are:  Baryta  iod., 
Bromine,  Conium,  Ferrum  iod.,  Guaiacum,  Iodine,  Kali  iod.,  Ole- 
um jec.  asel.,  Phytolacca,  Spongia,  Stillingia.  Of  these,  Baryta 
and  Iodine  have  long  been  known  to  exercise  a  marked  effect  in  the 
reduction  of  glandular  enlargements,  especially  of  the  tonsils. 
Hale  says  of  their  combination  in  the  form  of  Baryta  iod. :  "Several 
years  ago,  it  occurred  to  me  that  the  chemical  union  of  Iodine  and 
Baryta  would  form  a  medicine  whose  effects  would  be  just  what  we 
desire  in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  glandular  enlargement  with  a 
tendency  to  induration.  I  therefore  procured  some  freshly  pre- 
pared Iodide  of  Baryta,  and  prescribed  it  in  hypertrophy  of  the 
tonsils.    The  result  was  very  gratifying.    It  effected  a  rapid  dimi- 
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nution  in  the  size  of  the  glands,  even  when  they  had  been  indurated 
for  some  years." 

Operative  Treatment. — If  local  and  constitutional*  treat- 
ment should  fail  to  cause  a  satisfactory  shrinkage  of  the  enlarged 
glands,  resort  should  be  had  to  the  knife,  instead  of  to  caustics,  as 
the  operation  of  excision  is  attended  by  very  little  pain,  and  is  sim- 
ple, speedy,  and  easily  accomplished;  while  their  removal  by  caus- 
tic is  the  very  reverse  of  this.  Unless  there  exists  some  good  reason 
for  delaying  the  operation,  such  as  an  inflammatory  state  of  the 
fauces,  the  operation  should  be  proceeded  with  immediately,  as  the 
sooner  it  is  done  the  sooner  will  the  child's  system  recover  from  the 
evil  effects  already  entailed  by  the  disease.  No  previous  prepara- 
tion of  the  system  is  required;  and  as  regards  the  dangers  of  the 
operation  they  are  comparatively  trifling.  The  only  one  worth  al- 
luding to*s  hemorrhage,  and  this  has  been  greatly  exaggerated.  If 
the  tonsillar  artery  happens  to  be  cut,  which  is  a  very  rare  occur- 
rence, and  one  that  I  have  never  known  to  occur  when  the  tonsil- 
litome  was  employed,  it  is  only  necessary  to  apply  torsion  to  the 
bleeding  vessel  to  arrest  the  hemorrhage  at  once. 

The  operation  may  be  most  conveniently  performed  with  a 
tonsillotome,  of  which  Fahnestock's  (PI.  VII,  Fig.  2)  is  one  of  the 
best,  or  a  common  probe-pointed  bistoury  may  be  used.  In  the  lat- 
ter case,  the  tonsil  should  be  grasped  with  a  pair  of  long  forceps,  or 
what  is  better,  a  vulsellum,  which  is  simply  a  pair  of  forceps  with 
hooked  teeth,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  tonsil  securely,  and  at 
the  same  time  putting  it  on  the  stretch,  and  then  rapidly  carrying 
the  blade  of  a  long  curved  bistoury  behind  the  mass,  with  the  cut- 
ting edge  parallel  with  its  base,  and  then  quickly  but  carefully  ex- 
cising it.  This  method,  however,  is  necessarily  somewhat  difficult 
and  clumsy,  sincj  it  not  only  requires  that  the  operator  should  be 
ambidextrous,  in  order  to  operate  with  facility  on  either  tonsil,  but 
calls  for  the  services  of  four  hands;  one  for  the  bistoury,  one  for  the 
forceps,  one  for  the  tongue  depressor,  and  one  for  steadying  the 
head  of  the  patient.  Besides,  there  is  always  more  or  less  danger, 
during  the  struggles  of  the  patient,  that  some  of  the  neighboring 
parts,  such  as  the  pillars  of  the  fauces,may  be  cut,  or  that  the  carotid 
artery  itself  may  be  opened — accidents  that  cannot  possibly  occur 
when  the  tonsillotome  is  employed.    Hence,  most  surgeons  now 
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prefer  to  operate  with  this  simple  and  very  convenient  instrument, 
the  use  of  which  renders  the  operation  extremely  easy  and  expedi- 
tious. This  instrument  is  now  so  constructed,  that  the  tonsil  is  not 
only  readily  seized  by  the  sliding  stylet  or  fork,  but  is  drawn 
through  the  fenestrum  by  it,  and  when  thus  raised  from  its  bed,  the 
knife  is  drawn  home,  leaving  the  amputated  tonsil  on  the  fork  of 
the  tonsillotome.  No  after-treatment  is  generally  required,  but  the 
patient  will  need  to  live  upon  milk  and  other  nutritious  fluids  until 
the  throat  is  healed. 

[Plate  VII  will  appear  in  February  No.] 


Rotheln. — {British  Med.  Jour). — W.  Gilchrist  Burnie,  M. 
R.  C.  S., gives  the  following  diagnostic  points: 

1.  The  rash  is  more  vivid,  not  markedly  crescentic,  and  in 
smaller  patches. 

2.  No  coryza,  or  cough. 

3.  Sore  throat  and  strawberry  tongue. 
From  scarlet  fever  by  : 

1.  Rash  in  patches  and  less  red. 

2.  Tonsils  and  cervical  glands  not  much  affected. 

3.  Temperature  rarely  exceeds  102°  Fah. 

4.  Illness  mild,  and  rarely  lasts  a  week. 

5.  No  albuminuria,  but  often  free  desquamation  about  the  fifth 
or  sixth  day.    The  patient  does  not  infect  others  with  scarlet  fever. 


Responsibility — A  blessing  at  any  time,  but  especially  now, 
when  the  medical  profession  are  made  to  bear  the  blame  for  the  use 
of  vile  nostrums  advertised  over  their  recommendations.  Dr.  T.  A. 
Ashby,  editor  of  the  Maryland  Medical  Journal,  Baltimore,  Md., 
writing,  says  that  he  has  thorough  confidence  in  the  Powell  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  of  that  city,  Manufacturers  of  the  Powells  Beef, 
Cod  liver  Oil  and  Pepsin,  (a  superior  tonic,  nutritive  and  di- 
gestive), when  they  say  they  will  give  their  preparations  exclusively 
to  the  profession,  and  will  not  advertise  it  as  a  patent  medicine.  To 
quote  Dr.  Ashby's  exact  words,  "I  am  well  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Powell,  and  know  him  to  be  a  conscientious  and  upright  gentle- 
man, and  perfectly  square  in  his  dealings  and  truthful  in  all  his 
statements.  He  will  make  no  statement  which  is  not  backed  by 
facts. — Journal. 


Thea  Chinensis. — A  proving  of  Thea  with  the  4th  dil.,  in 
which  the  production  of  tumors  over  the  body  was  a  noticeable  fea- 
ture, was  published  in  the  N.  A.  J.  Horn.  II,  188,  by  A.  Teste,  M. 
D.,  Paris. 
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H.  \V.  TAYLOR,  M.  D.,  TERRA  HAUTE,  IND.,  EDITOR. 


SOME  CASES  OF  TYPHO-MALARIAL  FEVER. 

G.  K.  set.  15,  farmer's  son,  had  complained  of  aching  of  the 
limbs  and  head  for  some  days.  Was  chilly,  but  had  no  distinct  rig- 
or. Temperature  102°  in  the  morning,  104°  in  the  evening,  pulse 
90.  Tongue  coated  yellowish  white  with  red  tip  and  edges.  No 
pain  nor  distension  of  bowels.  Diarrhoea  of  dark  colored  faeces, 
changing  to  yellowish  on  the  seventh  day."  Face  flushed;  no  gurg- 
ling in  right  iliac  region  on  pressure;  no  eruption  upon  the  skin; 
slight  delirium  coming  on  at  night;  Urine  copious  and  not  highly 
colored;  thirst  for  very  cold  drinks;  complete  loss  of  appetite.  Can 
eat  nothing  but  ice  cream,  which  agrees  with  him.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  his  illness  he  had  taken  "quinine"  and  "physic"  with  the  ap- 
parent effect  of  mitigating  the  worst  symptoms  for  a  few  days.  He 
was  given  Baptisia  tincture  and  Chinoidine  first  decimal,  in  small 
doses  several  hours  apart.    Convalescence  on  the  fourteenth  day. 

The  diarrhcea  remained  uncontrolled  to  the  last,  although  Ar- 
senicum, Arg.  nit.  and  Nitric  acid  had  been  used  against  this  special 
symptom.  Under  Baptisia  and  Chinoidine  the  morning  remissions 
became  more  and  more  pronounced  until  complete  intermission  on 
the  fourteenth  day,  followed  by  speedy  convalescence. 

Mrs.  H.  aet  42,  gardener's  wife.  Came  home  with  a  severe 
chill.  Had  temperature  of  105  degrees  on  the  day  after  chill.  Great 
headache,  restlessness  and  some  dyspnoea.  Skin  hot  with  slight 
moisture  about  the  face.  Gave  Chinoidine  2nd  decimal,  a  powder, 
every  two  hours. 

Next  day  temperature  103°,  on  the  third  day  temperature  101°. 
The  tongue  which  had  been  broad  and  white  at  first  now  became 
more  pointed  and  exhibited,  the  red  tip  and  edges  that  are  pathog- 
nostic  of  typho-malarial  fever.  There  was  no  rise  of  temperature, 
and  convalescence  was  established  on  the  fourth  day. 

It  is  not  infrequently  the  case  that  typho-malarial  fever  is  abor- 
ted on  the  third  or  fourth  day. 
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L.  C.  set.  24  years,  seamstress.  Has  had  chills  at  irregular  in- 
tervals. Finally  took  to  her  bed  Oct.  6th.  A  regular  physician 
prescribed  calomel  and  quinine  through  ten  days  in  which  she  grew 
rapidly  worse,  and  the  doctor  informed  the  parents  that  the  girl 
could  not  get  well ;  upon  which,  very  naturally,  they  changed  doc- 
tors; Dr.  H.  P.  Challenger  taking  charge  of  the  case. 

October  16th,  pulse  95  degrees,  temperature  103  degrees,  morn- 
ing; 104  degrees,  evening.    Abdomen  tympanitic,  rose  spots  upon 

the  skin  of  chest  and  abdomen.  Gurgling  in  iliac  region,  but  with- 
out diarrhoea.  Mind  clear  except  at  night;  takes  a  little  food  and  has 
thirst  for  small  draughts  of  cold  water.  Cough  and  loud  bronchial 
rales  were  established  early  in  the  course  of  the  disease.  I  should 
have  expected  an  ordinarily  rapid  recovery  had  the  tongue  not 
warned  me  of  the  severity  of  the  intestinal  disease.  It  was  dark  red 
all  over,  dry  and  cracked,  pointed,  and  flecked  with  patches  of 
sordes.  I  attributed  something  of  this  condition  to  the  mercury 
which  the  patient  had  taken. 

The  disease  ran  a  slow  course  of  thirty  five  days.  The  patient 
kept  her  strength  well.  On  the  thirty-fifth  day  she  began  to  have 
hemorrhages  from  the  mouth,  nose  and  throat,  coincidently  with  a 
fall  of  temperature.  These  were  checked  promptly  with  Carbo 
veg.  2nd  dec,  and  convalescence  seemed  to  have  set  in.  The  pa- 
tient was  able  to  be  up  several  hours  in  the  day,  and  sat  at  the  table 
at  dinner  on  the  thirty-eighth  day  of  her  illness.  That  night  she 
had  a  violent  and  prolonged  chill.  The  pulse  ran  rapidly  up  to 
136  beats,  and  was  small,  thready  and  intermittent.  Delirium  set 
in  after  the  chill  the  temperature  rose  to  105  degrees.  At  first  I 
apprehended  perforation  as  the  abdomen  had  become  suddenly  dis- 
tended and  tympanitic.  But  a  severe  cough  dyspnoea  and  quicken- 
ed respiration  pointed  out  the  site  of  the  new  invasion,  and  the  left  lung 
was  found  hepatized  throughout  the  whole  upper  lobe.  As  she  was 
of  tuberculous  diathesis  we  looked  for  a  fatal  result.  However  upon 
the  eighth  day  the  pulse  became  steadier  and  stronger,  and  dropped 
to  120.  The  temperature  also  exhibited  a  downward  curve.  The 
prune  juice  sputa  disappeared,  and  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  new 
attack  the  temperature  had  once  more  dropped  to  98.5  degrees. 

Bryonia  and  Arsenicum  had  been  given  at  the  outset  with- 
out avail.  Phosphorus  had  been  tried.  Stannum  3d  trituration 
seemed  to  make  a  speedy  change  in  the  condition  of  the  lung, 
and  showed  a  powerful  control  over  all  the  symptoms  of  the 
cough  from  and  after  the  first  doses. 

There  has  been  a  slight  rise  of  the  temperature  at  times 
since.  But  the  patient  is  at  this  date  fairly  convalescent.  This 
was  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  followed  by  pneumonia. 

H.  W.  T. 
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PROF.  H.  F.  BIGGAR,  A.  B.,  M.  D.,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO,  EDITOR. 


TEACHING  SURGERY. 

BY  J.  G.  GILCHRIST,  M.  D.,  DETROIT. 

Upon  looking  over  a  student's  "note-book"  lately,  the  question 

arose  in  my  mind:    "Are  our  students,  taken  in  gross,  receiving 

competent  instruction  in  the  colleges  of  the  day?"    It  will  require 

little  reflection  to  enable  any  educated  man,  physician  or  layman,  to 
answer  this;  all  will  say,  no!  We  have  advanced  in  knowledge,  in 
every  department  of  medical  study,  in  the  last  ten  years,  very  far  be- 
yond that  of  any  twenty  years  preceding.  Have  cur  methods  of 
teaching,  nay,  have  our  teachers  themselves,  made  a  corresponding 
advance?  Alas!  we  must  all  again  say  no!  There  is,  just  now,  a 
widespread  dissatisfaction  with  our  so-called  colleges,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  reform  is  being  ably  argued  in  a  prominent  New  York 
monthly  of  our  school.  As  to  the  colleges  in  general,  therefore,  we 
can  afford  to  be  silent,  as  relates  to  generalities,  yet  are  bound  to 
speak  on  matters  of  detail,  leaving  discussion  of  other  departments  to 
those  qualified  to  do  so,  let  me  ask  attention  to  the  subject  of  surgical 

teaching. 

We  have  some  7,000  Homoeopathic  practitioners  in  the  United 
States,  and  among  them  are  not  twenty  known  and  recognized  as 
surgeons  by  the  profession  at  large.  Of  the  twenty,  frilly  one-half 
must  be  content  to  occupy  a  second  place;  leaving  ten  who  are  qual- 
ified to  take  first  rank.  Of  this  number,  there  are  but  two  at  pres- 
ent engaged  in  teaching!  Why,  that  would  seem  as  if  the 
best  men  were  not  at  work  in  the  colleges.  It  not  only  seems 
so,  but  it  is  so.  I  am  not  speaking  at  random;  I  have  seen  the 
growth  of  what  some  one  called  "Homoeopathic  Surgery,"  from 
Beakley  and  Gardner  to  the  present  time.  Why  are  not  the  best 
men  in  our  colleges?  Why  are  only  two  chairs  of  surgery  well 
filled  out  of  the  eleven  ?  A  good  surgeon,  in  love  with  his  art,  en- 
thusiastic in  his  studies,  fully  alive  to  the  demands  of  modern  science, 
cannot  afford  to  tread  the  dreary  round  of  worn-out  methods,  and 
turn  out  graduates  in  the  old  way.  He  recognizes  the  impossibility 
of  any  student,  no  matter  how  brilliant,  or  how  abundantly  endow- 
ed by  nature,  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  surgery  in  two  courses  of 
lectures,  if  such  parrot-like,  perfunctionary  performances  can  be  dig- 
nified by  that  name.  Why,  I  know  of  a  man,  long  time  a  professor, 
who  lectures  about  tumors,  who  has  never  looked  into  a  microscope, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIc 


54  American  observer.  [January 

and  ridiculesany  acquisition  of  knowledge  since  Abernethy  taught.  I 
know  of  another,  who  ten  years  ago  was  an  obscure  practitioner,  in 
an  obscure  town,  in  an  obscure  county  of  a  western  State;  whose 
whole  "library"  would  be  dear  at  $10  for  surgical  purposes,  and 
who  is  perfectly  innocent  of  any  knowledge  of  the  much  abused 
leucocyte. 

Well,  then,  there  are  two  mistakes  in  surgical  teaching  to-day. 
First,  the  teachers  are  not  competent  to  teach.  Second,  the  methods 
of  teaching  are  radically  wrong.  The  first  proposition  I  will  not 
touch,  unless  denied.  We  have  sanctioned  a  system  of  teaching 
that  supposes  a  stud)'  of  the  whole  domain  of  surgery.  The  error  of 
such  a  system  lies  in  two  misconceptions:  First,  that  the  student  is 
going  to  practice  surgery.  Second,  that  he  can  learn  it  in  any  such 
way. 

We  know  that  out  of  every  hundred  students  who  earns  a  de- 
gree, not  more  than  one,  at  the  largest  estimate  will  ever  be  heard 
of  in  surgery.  With  actual  knowledge  that  none  of  them  will  at- 
tempt a  major  operation,  such  as  lithotomy,  (nay,  so  sure  of  it,  that 
the  teacher  impresses  that  fact  upon  them  with  a  view  to  his  future 
employment  by  them),  days  are  spent  in  such  studies,  and  many  a 
cadaver  spoilt  for  more  profitable  and  legitimate  use.  Now,  why  not 
teach  those  students  what  they  will  want  to  know  in  future  profes- 
sional life?  Teach  them  the  institutes  and  principles  of  the  science \ 
the  art  any  mechanic  can  learn  in  a  little  time.  If  the  student  after- 
wards evinces  an  aptitude  for  practice,  let  him  study  post  graduate. 
Why  not  do  this,  said  I?  Why,  because  the  "professor"  must  shine 
before  his  student.  It  would  seem  as  if  that  was  his  chief  end  and 
aim,  and  not  the  instruction  of  the  student. 

Finally,  as  to  the  possibility  of  learning  surgery  in  the  popular 
way.  Look  at  the  literature!  Why  a  college  of  surgery  would  not 
be  an  absurdity;  the  science  could  keep  five  or  six  teachers  busy.  A 
college  that  does  not  teach  surgery  in  the  dissecting  room,  with  mi- 
croscope and  test-tube  at  hand,  does  not  teach  it  at  all.  Why,  then, 
none  teach  it,  you  will  say!  Very  true;  none  do.  But  in  the  two 
schools  where  they  have  competent  teachers,  the  students  are  taught 
what  they  should  know  as  useful  to  them  in  actual  practice. 

Many  may  ask,  what  is  the  remedv  for  this  unhappy  condition. 
The  answer  is  easy :  cither  shut  up  all  our  "colleges,"  and  let  a 
congress  of  the  profession  elect  two  faculties,  one  for  the  east  and 
one  for  the  west;  or  grade  the  schools  as  now  existing  into  pre-ma- 
triculate,  under-graduate  and  post-graduate.  At  all  events  we  had 
better  have  no  surgical  teaching  at  all,  than  turn  out  a  student  like 
one  I  have  in  mind,  who  can  tell  me  all  about  the  most  formidable 
operations,  but  is  as  innocent  as  a  child  as  to  knowledge  of  growth 
or  repair,  and  has  never,  had  the  honor  of  an  introduction  to  hyper- 
trophy as  differentiated  from  hyperplasia. 
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K.  A.  LODGE,  SEn'r,  M.  Dm  DETROIT,  M^H.,  GENERAL  EDITOR. 


MEDICAL  «  ILLITER  ATURE." — II. 

CLIFFORD  MITCHELL,  M.  D. 

In  an  article  written  by  me  not  long  ago  various  phases  of 
modern  medical  "illiterature"  were  noticed,  but  I  omitted  that  most 
agonizing  of  all  forms  of  mental  torture,  the  average  medical  book 
review. 

Prof.  Jone's  reviews  in  the  Observer  from  time  to  time  are  so 
cleverly  managed  that  the  usual  literary  squalor  of  such  articles  it 
wholly  absent;  if  the  average  reviewer  should  plagiarize  now  and 
then  from  some  of  Dr.  Jones'  book  notices,  were  the  latter  gentle- 
man to  close  his  eyes  and  in  true  Ciceronian  style  remark  "conni- 
vere  possum" — the  thanks  of  a  suffering  profession  would  be  his. 

Barbarous  tribes  arc  said  to  have  a  vocabulary  of  only  a  few 
hundred  words;  as  an  epitaph  for  some  distinguished  Terra  Del 
Fuegan,  then,  I  suggest;  "it  is  true  that  his  vocabulary  comprised 
but  105  words,  yet  inconsolable  relatives  bless  the  memory  of  the 
dear  departed  in  that  he  was  thoroughly  familiar  with  100  word* 
more  than  the  average  medical  book  reviewer." 

Is  there  any  non-committal  and  thoroughly  disinterested  medi- 
cal book  review  written  by  the  calm  dispassionate  hand  of  one  who 
is  of  an  opposite  "faction"  which  docs  not  consist  of  the  words  "busy 
practitioner,"  as  a  theme  with  "brochure"  fills  a  want"  and  "admir- 
able work"  as  adjuvants,  and  "veritable  multum  in  parvo"  as  re- 
serve. 

In  that  very  useful  cyclopedia  of  social  and  business  knowledge 
styled  "Gaskill's  Compendium"  various  "forms"  for  our  perfect 
work  in  this  life  are  given;  with  stupendous  folly  the  author  has  en- 
tirely omitted  supplying  a  "form"  for  the  medical  book  reviewer 
and  is  no  doubt  in  consequence  at  the  present  moment  suffering' 
acutely  beneath  the  weight  of  vilifying  letters  from  all  over  the 
country  from  subscribers  who  are  disappointed  in  the  particular. 
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We  modestly  suggest  the  following  forms  to  be  kept  "set  up," 
like  obituary  poetry,  in  the  offices  of  medical  journals : 

NO  1.  NON-COMMITTAL  REVIEW. 

Dr  's  brochure  on  will  find  favor  in  the  hands  of  the 

busy  practitioner;  it  is  an  admirable  work,  in  fact  a  veritable  mul- 
tum  in  parvo,  and  will  fill  a  want  long-felt  by  our  profession. 

Or, 

Dr  's  book  on  fills  a  long  neglected  want;  this  admir- 

abla  brochure  is  a  veritable  multum  in  parvo  and  will  prove  to  be 
of  great  value  to  the  busv  practitioner. 

Or, 

Dr  's  admirable  brochure  on  fills  a  want  long  exist- 
ing if  not  very  long  felt;  the  busy  practitioner  will  find  it  of  great 
value — in  fact  a  veritable  multum  in  parvo. 

We  hope  that  these  forms  will  fill  a  want  long  existing  if  not 
long  felt  by  the  busy  practitioner  who  occasionally  has  greatness 
thrust  upon  in  the  shape  of  a  book  review  to  be  written. 

Inasmuch  as  we  are  occasionally  called  upon  to  write  the  re- 
view of  a  book  written  by  members  of  our  own  "faction"  or  by 
those  who  are  on  the  same  side  with  us  in  a  "controversy"  we  must 
be  supplied  with  words  more  than  non-committal  in  fact  such  as 
would  dazzle  Sir  Astley  Cooper  with  their  exuberant  compliment. 

We  suggest  the  following  vocabulary  on  which  to  build  our 
structure  of  extravagant  praise : 

"Incomparably  the  best  treatise  on  ever  published." 

"The  best  work  in  the  English  language." 

"An  exhaustive  treatise." 

"A  result  of  pains -taking  and  accurate  work." 

•4The  only  book  of  this  subject  written  on  a  scientific  basis." 

"Filling  as  it  does  a  most  important  vacancy." 

"A  much  reeded  addition  to  our  literature." 

"It  should  be  made  a  part  of  the  curriculum  of  our  schools." 

This  vocabulary  "works  up"  into  a  review  like  the  following: 

NO  2.  COMPLIMENTARY   AND  EULOGISTIC  REVIEW. 

Dr  \s  work  on  is  incomparably  the  best  treatise  on 

 ever  published;  it  must  be  the  result  of  painstaking  and  accur- 
ate work,  and  we  welcome  it  as  the  only  book  on  this  subject  writ- 
ten on  a  scientific  basis.    Filling  as  it  does  a  most  important  vacan- 
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cy  in  medical  literature  we  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  this  ex- 
haustive treatise  as  absolutely  necessary  to  the  curriculum  of  our 
schools;  it  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  all  our  students  and  no 
practitioner  who  pretends  to  keep  up  with  the  times  can  afford  to 
be  without  it. 
Or, 

Dr  's  work  on  is  the  best  thing  in  the  English  lan- 
guage; it  is  an  exhaustive  treatise  the  result  of  pains-taking  and  ac- 
curate labor,  and  is  a  much  needed  addition  to  our  literature. 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  affirm  that  it  is  the  only  book  on  this 
subject  written  on  a  scientific  bases,  and  it  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  all  our  students  and  made  a  part  of  the  curriculum  of  our 
schools. 

Or, 

Dr  's  work  on  is  the  only  treatise  on  this  subject  writ- 
ten on  a  scientific  basis;  it  is  incomparably  the  best  book  in  the 

English  language  on  the  ,  and  is  a  result  of  pains-taking  and 

accurate  labor.  It  fills  a  most  important  vacancy  in  our  medical  lit- 
erature and  should  be  made  a  part  of  the  curriculum  of  our  schools. 

Careful  adherence  to  these  lavishly  eulogistic  "forms"  in  writ- 
ing the  reviews  of  any  of  our  comrades'  "treatise,"  will  make  our 
dear  friend,  Dr.  Bolster  of  Bolsterville,  Bolster  county,  feel  that  (i) 
as  a  writer  of  English  he  simply  paralyzes  Macaulay,  that  (ii)  as  a 
Homoeopathic  physician  he  has  buried  in  comparative  obscurity  the 
name  of  Carroll  Dunham,  that  (iii)  as  a  scientist  he  can  not  afford  to 
notice  the  maundering  common  places  ot  Virchow. 

Suppose  for  example  you  were  to  review  the  works  of  Addi- 
son  could  you  say  more  for  his  style  than  you  do  for  Dr.  Bol- 
ster's "treatise"  on  Biliousness — "the  best  thing  in  the  English  lan- 
guage" ? 

Suppose  you  were  to  review  Allen's  Encyclopedia  of  Materia 

Medica  could  you  possibly  lead  us  to  infer  that  it  was  a  result  of 

more  pains-taking  and  accurate  labor  than  you  assignate  the  afore- 
said "work"  on  Biliousness? 

It  is  for  the  express  purpose  of  throwing  a  gloom  over  ail 
standard  works  and  discouraging  celebrated  authors,  physicians,  and 
scientists  of  the  past,  who  have  had  the  monopoly  of  praise,  that  we 
suggest  our  "forms"  as  a  sort  of  appendix  to  "Gaskcll's  Compendi- 
um;" moreover  they  do  good  work  in  economizing  the  literary 
platitudes  of  the  present  day. 
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Quack  Advertisements.  {Pacific  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.) 
— The  most  despicable  of  all  literary  frauds  and  liars  are  those  em- 
ployees of  nostrum  mongers  who  assume  the  character  of  physic- 
ians and  write  down  the  profession  for  the  purpose  of  writing  up 
quackery.  Of  course  this  is  done  anonymously,  for  no  respectable 
physician  could  make  such  a  fool  of  himself.  It  is  a  part  of  the 
quack- medicine  machinery.  The  inventor  of  a  preparation  to  b 
put  upon  the  market  as  a  new  and  valuable  discovery,  employs  some 

smart  scribbler,  who  is  otherwise  a  miserable  hack,  to  puff  it.  For 
this  purpose  no  fiction  is  too  gross  and  mendacious.  Assuming  the 
character  of  a  respectable  physician  of  great  experience,  the  hired 
penman  throws  himself  soul  and  body  into  the  service  of  his  mas- 
ter and  stops  at  no  falsehood  which  his  skill  in  that  line  may  sug- 
gest. Nor  has  he  any  difficulty  to  get  a  hearing  before  the  public. 
He  knows  that  newspapers  in  general  have  their  price,  and  that 
"religious"  periodicals  are  not  above  the  captivating  influence  of 
money.  We  have  just  observed  in  a  weekly  religious  journal  pub- 
lished in  the  East,  a  long  article  of  the  kind  referred  to,  in  which 
the  writer  represents  himself  as  a  "reporter"  giving  the  experience 
of  an  old  and  well-known  doctor,  who  was  cured  of  some  disease 
(not  of  lynig)  by  a  certain  quack  "kidney  cure,"  when  his  profes- 
sional brethren  had  failed  to  relieve  him.  Of  course  the  "Doctor" 
was  manufactured  in  the  brain  of  the  reporter,  and  yet  the  story 
will  gain  credence  with  a  large  per  cent,  of  readers,  particularly  as 
it  appears  in  a  religious  paper,  and  not  in  the  usual  form  of  an  ad- 
vertisement. 

There  is  greatly  needed  a  sense  of  personal  responsibility  on 
the  part  of  journalists  in  regard  to  the  advertisements  which  they 
publish.  At  present  this  is  entirely  wanting.  There  is  no  one  to 
stand  between  the  conductors  of  a  journal  and  the  public.  Not 
only  are  editors  and  managers  irresponsible  in  this  respect,  but  their 
direct  endorsement  of  the  most  palpable  falsehood  is  often  purchas- 
able with  money.  The  agent  of  some  unprincipled  nostrum-mon- 
ger or  abortionist  goes  to  the  newspaper  manager  with  a  proposi- 
tion substantially  as  follows:  "I  want  you  to  publish  for  me  this 
budget  of  lies — forged  certificates  of  cure,  disguised  abortion  notices, 
and  so  forth.  I  want  it  inserted,  not  as  an  advertisement,  but  under 
another  head  so  that  people  will  think  the  editors  have  written  or 
endorsed  it.  I  want  to  buy,  not  only  the  use  of  your  columns,  but, 
for  the  time  being,  that  of  the  names,  character  and  souls  of  all  the 
editors  and  others  concerned  with  your  paper.  What  is  your 
charge?"  The  representative  of  the  press  answers:  "Our  people 
don't  much  like  to  father  such  a  job  as  that,  One  of  them  is  a 
preacher,  you  know,  and  they  are  nearly  all  strictly  religious.  We 
shall  have  to  charge  you  just  double  price  for  putting  that  stuff  in 
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as  you  want  it.  Our  men  can't  sell  their  consciences  for  nothing." 
And  so  the  bargain  is  made. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  this  is  the  literal  method  of 
transacting  the  business,  nor  that  every  journalist  is  guilty  of  it. 
But  the  picture  is  not  much  overdrawn,  and  the  practice  is  injurious 
and  disgraceful  and  ought  to  be  abandoned. 


Grateful  Patients.  ( Canada  Lancet^ — Dr.  Fordyce  Bar- 
ker in  his  address  before  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  reports  that  im- 
provement in  municipal  sanitation  will  reduce  the  deaths  in  New 
York  City  6,000  a  year.  He  adds  this  cheerful  experience  with  the 
doctors:  "Many  of  our  more  wealthy  people  do  not  content  them- 
selves by  paying  the  bills  sent  to  them,  but  often  add  a  most  gen- 
erous honorarium.  Thus  I  am  informed  on  the  best  authority 
that  one  received  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  check  for  $10,000, 
and  another  of  our  number  a  check  for  $5,000.  There  are  many  of 
us  who  are  remembered  at  the  time  of  the  Christmas  holidays  by 
grateful  patients,  who  send  presents  of  silver  and  bronze  works  of 
art,  together  with  luxuries  of  an  aesthetic  character  which  we  could 
not  aftord  to  indulge  in,  but  which  we  nevertheless  gracefully  ac- 
cept."   

What  it  Costs  to  Smoke. — {Leonard's  Illus.  Journal.) — This 
is  shown  by  the  following  computation,  upon  the  basis  of  a  weekly 
expenditure  of  $1,  the  amount  (26)  being  brought  in  as  capital  at 
the  endof  every  six  months,  at  seven  per  cent  per  annum,  compound 
interest.    It  amounts  at  the  end  of 

35  years  to  $  7,511  08 


5  years  to  $  304  96 

10      "    735  15 

15       "    1,341  97 

«    2,193  91 

«    3,405  37 

«    5,108  56 


40  «    10,900  07 

45  «    15,680  59 

50  «    22,423  98 

55  «    31,936  19 

60  «    44,354  11 


Dunglison's  History  of  Medicine. — (Phila.,  1872). — A 
copy  is  wanted  by  Dr.  Herbert  C.  Clapp,  16  Concord  Square,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 


Eucalyptus  Globulus  Dr.  D.  J.  Snyder  expects  a  new 

supply  of  seeds  from  New  South  Wales  in  February. 
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"A  MERRY  HEART  DOETH  GOOD  LIKE  A  MEDICINE." — SOLOMON. 


SURGERY  VS.  MEDICINE* 


PRIORITY  IN  AGE  AND  DEVELOPMENT  CLAIMED  FOR  THE  PLAINTIFF. 


I  am  a  surgeon,  and  in  making  this  assertion 

'Tis  my  "apology  for  doing  what  I  can 
To  set  aside  the  undeserved  aspersion 

That  says,  while  medicine  is  quite  as  old  as  man, 
Holding  within  its  vast  consideration 

All  wisdom,  learning,  ethics,  and  decorum, 
That  surgery  is  claimed,  as  is  a  poor  relation, 

Being  at  best  "the  opprobrium  medicorum." 

'Tit  certainly  a  subject  for  humility, 

And  one  'tis  hard  for  doctors  to  endure, 
That  they  must  own  their  utter  inability 

In  many  cases  to  effect  a  cure ; 
And  then,  with  6hrugs  and  sighs,  their  patients  urge  on 

To  give  themselves  their  only  chance  of  life 
By  calling  on  the  poor  forgotten  surgeon, 

Who  cut  and  cures  them  with  the  dreaded  knife. 

But  as  for  age,  I'll  prove  'tis  all  a  libel, 

(The  statement's  bold,  but  I  could  make  it  bolder) 
For  on  no  less  authority  than  the  Bible 

I'll  prove  that  surgery  is  surely  older 
Than  any  form  of  med'cine  whatsoever; 

And  having  finished,  will  appeal  to  the  majority 
And  have  the  point  adjusted  here  forever, 

That  "surgery  in  age  can  claim  priority." 

'Tit  true  the  snake  aroused  the  curiosity, 

And  gave  to  Eve  the  apple  fair  and  bright; 
She  ate,  and  with  a  fatal  generosity 

Inveigled  Adam  to  a  luscious  bite. 

•At  the  banquet  to  the  visitor*  to  the  Internationa  Hotnceopathic  Convention  Prof.  Wa  Tod 
Helmuth,  M.  D.,  recited  his  poem  Surgery  vs.  Medicine.  The  Monthlv  Homoeopathic  Review 
reports  the  speeches  of  the  banquet  but  only  a  small  part  of  the  verses.  Thev  are  so  rich  in  pur* 
humor  we  reprint  them  entire  from  the  author's  book  Stratches  of  a  Surgeon.' 
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That  from  that  time  disease  and  suffering  came, 

Doctors  were  called  upon  to  cure  the  evil ; 
The  art  oi  healing,  then,  with  all  its  fame, 

Was  at  the  first  developed  by  the  Devil. 

Med'cine  thus  stands  coeval  with  the  sinning 

Of  mother  Eve,  fair  creature,  though  quite  human, 
While  noble  surgery  had  its  beginning 

In  Paradise  before  there  was  a  woman. 
The  facts  are  patent,  and  we  all  agree 

'TwaR  Satan  laid  on  man  the  direful  rod; 
That  Doctors  are  the  Devils  progeny, 

While  surgeons  come  directly  doivn  from  God! 

Tor  thus  we  read  (although  the  analgesia 

Of  Richardson  was  entirely  unknown) 
Adam  profoundly  slept  with  anesthesia, 

And  from  his  thorax  was  removed  a  bone. 
This  was  the  first  recorded  operation, 

(No  doctor  here  dare  tell  me  that  I  fib!) 
And  surgery,  thus  early  in  creation, 

Can  claim  complete  excis:'on  of  c  rib! 

But  this  is  nothing  to  the  obligation 

The  world  to  surgery /must  ever  own, 
When  woman,  lovliest  of  the  creation, 

Grew  and  developed  from  thai  very  bone. 
Then  lovesick  swains  began  inditing  sonnets, 

And  Fashion  talked  with  Folly  by  the  way, 
Then  came  bulimia  for  becoming  bonnets — 

Hereditary  epidemic  of  to-day. 

Then,  too,  began  those  endless  loves  and  frolics 

That  poets  sing  m  soft  and  sweet  refrains, 
Doctors  grew  frantic  o'er  infantile  colics, 

Announced  at  midnight  with  angelic  strains. 

***** 

From  this  the  world  was  peopled.    So  Doctors  own, 

While  you  lay  claim  to  such  superiority, 
That  surgery,  in  the  development  of  bone 

As  well  as  age,  can  clearly  claim  priority. 

My  task  is  done,  and  with  my  best  endeavor 

I  have  essayed  to  vindicate  my  art; 
So  list  my  friends,  ere  friendly  ties  we  sever, 

While  waning  moments  bring  the  hour  to  part, 
Whatever  land,  whateve  clime  may  hold  you, 

Some  time  give  honor  to  the  bright  scalpel, 
And  when  you  recollect  what  I  have  told  you, 

Remember  me— 'tis  all  I  ask.  Farewell. 
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ALBERT  LODGE,  M.  D.,  DETROIT,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 


AMERICAN  INSTITUTE  OF  HOMCEOPATHY, 

OFFICIALLY    REMOVED   FROM    RICHMOND,   VA.,  TO  INDIANAPOLIS, 
IND.     TIME  OF  MEETING,  JUNE  13,  1882. 

Dear  Doctor:  The  meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy,  held  at  Brighton  Beach,  N.  Y.,  during  the  month  of 
June,  1881,  adjourned  to  meet  at  Richmond,  Va.,  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  June,  1882.  Information  received  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, from  Richmond,  Va.,  and  from  the  "Hahnemann  Medical 
Society  of  the  Old  Dominion,"  satisfies  them  that  the  invitation  to 
meet  there  was  premature.  It  becomes  therefore  the  duty  of  the 
Executive  Committee  to  select  another  place  of  meeting.  As  the 
Institute,  by  courteous  rotation,  should  this  year  meet  in  the  West, 
and  having  received  from  Indianapolis,  Ind.,a  renewal  of  previous  in- 
vitations to  meet  in  that  city,  together  with  assurance  of  ample  hotel 
accommodation  and  reduced  railroad  rates,we,the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  theAmerican  Institute  of  Homoeopathy ,do  hereby  officially  an- 
nounce that  the  next  session  of  the  Institute  will  be  held  at  Indianapo- 
lis,Ind.,  beginning  on  the  13th  day  (second  Tuesday)  of  June,  1882, 
and  do  appoint  as  Chairman  of  the  Local  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments in  that  city,  O.  S.  Runnels,  M.  D.,  the  Executive  Committee 
of  1881  concurring. 

Wm.  L.  Breyfogle,  M.  D., 
Bushrod  W.James,  M.  D., 
E.  M.  Kellogg,  M.  D., 
J.  C.  Guernsey,  M.  D., 
J.  C.  Burgher,  M.  D., 

Executive  Committee. 

Headquarters  Ex.  Com.  Inst,  of  Horn., 
Louisville,  Ky.,  Jan.  2, 1882. 

New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  Eye  and  Ear,  corner 
3d  avenue  and  23d  street.  Report  for  the  months  of  Oct.  and 
Nov.: 

Number  of  prescriptions:  Oct.,  4136;  Nov.,  4090. 

Number  of  new  patients:    Oct.,  574;  Nov.,  527. 

Number  of  patients  resident   in  hospital:    Oct.,  27;  Nov.  22. 

Average  daily  attendance:    Oct.,  159;  Nov.,  170. 

Largest  daily  attendance:    Oct.,  231;  Nov.,  237. 

Chas.  Deady,  M.  D.,  Resident  Surgeon. 
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Chatter tox. — Minnie  May  Chatterton,  four  years;  Alfred 
Ray  Chatterton,  seven  years;  Horace  William  Chatterton,  eleven 
years;  children  of  W.  A.  and  M.  S.  Chatterton,  all  died  of  malig- 
nant scarlatina  at  Chicago  in  December.  We  sincerely  condole 
with  the  bereaved  in  their  great  affliction. 

Youlin. — yohn  yuvenal  Youlin,  M.  D.  We  extract  from 
the  Hahnemannian  Monthly  a  part  of  the  obituary  of  this  worthy 
physician :  It  is  with  profound  regret  that  we  announce  to  our 
readers  the  unexpected  disease,  on  October  30th,  1881,  of  Dr.  J.  J. 
Youlin,  of  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey.  Appearing  in  full  health  and 
energy  at  the  American  Institute  session  at  Brighton  Beach  last 
June,  few  would  have  dreamed  that  he  was  attending  the  last  of  the 
sessions  from  which  he  was  rarely  absent.  The  following  from  the 
Jersey  City  Evening  Journal  of  Monday,  October  31,  will  convey 
an  idea  of  the  respect  and  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  fel- 
low-citizens and  his  profession : 

"Yesterday  morning,  at  5:30  o'clock,  at  his  residence,  No.  248 
Grove  street,  died  Dr.  John  Juvenal  Youlin.  So  widely  was  he 
known,  and  so  recently  was  he  in  apparent  robust  health,  that  the 
news  of  his  death  awakened  the  most  profound  feelings  of  surprise 
and  regret. 

Up  to  the  last  moment  he  was  clear  as  to  his  religious  ex- 
perience, and  informed  a  friend,  a  little  while  before  his 
death,  that  'it  has  all  been  settled  for  years  in  my  mind.  I 
have  never  had  any  doubts,  and  I  have  none  now.'  In  official  life 
Dr.  Youlin's  life  was  not  greatly  involved.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Hudson  County  Board  of  Health  since  its  organization,  and  did 
an  immense  amount  of  work  in  that  position.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  S.  P.  C.  A.  ever  since  its  beginning  with  the  exception  of 
one  year. 

Dr.  Youlin  started  a  homoeopathic  dispensary  for  the  poor  on 
Montgomery  street.  A  point,  which  we  overlooked  in  its  proper 
place,  is  indicative  of  his  character.  The  writer  was  shown  a  slit  in 
Dr.  Youlin's  desk,  and  was  told  that  he  cut  it  for  the  purpose  of 
dropping  into  it  every  dollar  received  on  Sunday  in  his  office  from 
his  practice,  and  this  money  was  scrupulously  paid  into  the  church 
treasury. 

His  funeral  took  place  on  Monday,  November  1,  from  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  which  he  helped  to  found,  and  loved  so  well  for  the 
lifetime  of  a  generation.  The  services  were  simple,  solemn,  and 
impressive,  and  the  church  was  filled  with  a  sorrowing,  sympathiz- 
ing audience  of  neighbors  and  friends. 
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James — Our  estimable  colleague,  Dr.  Bushrod  W.  James,  has  returned  in 
excellent  health.  He  says:  "I  had  a  most  enjoyable  tour  in  Norway,  Sweden, 
Denmark,  Finland  and  Russia  in  company  with  Dr.  J.  P.  Dake  and  part  of 
the  way  with  Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot  and  his  talented  and  estimable  wife.  Then  I 
took  a  tour  to  Vienna  and  down  the  Danube  river,  then  to  the  Black  Sea, 
then  to  Constantinople,  continuing  to  Smyrna  in  Turkey  in  Asia,  to  Egypt 
among  the  pyramids,  to  Palestine  among  the  sacred  cities,  to  Sicily  and  Italy 
among  the  volcanos,  and  France  among  those  free  and  happy  people,  and 
sailed  for  two  weeks  also  over  the  lovely  Mediterannean  sea." 

Porter — Dr.  Phil  Porter,  of  Detroit,  now  in  Europe,  writes  us  that  he 
has  obtained  some  very  interesting  photographs  of  Hahnemann's  birthplace. 
He  was  in  the  room  at  Meissin  where  the  master  was  born,  obtained  two 
vials  once  used  in  Hahnemann's  pocket  case,  one  marked  in  his  own  hand, 
"Borax  30." 

Talcott — S.  H.  Talcott,  M.  D-,  Supt.  of  the  Homoeopathic  Insane  Asy- 
lum, of  Middletown,  has  been  at  Washington,  to  testify  as  an  expert  in  the 
Guiteau  case.  His  evidence  was  given  in  the  clearest  and  most  unequivocal 
manner,  showing  the  sanity  of  the  assassin. 

Worcester — Dr.  Samuel  Worcester,  the  homoeopathic  physician  whose 
work  upon  Insanity  we  noticed  in  our  issue  of  last  November,  has  also  been 
engaged  to  give  expert  evidence  in  the  Guiteau  case. 


Baker — Wagar — On  Oct.  19,  1881,  at  East  Rockport,  Ohio,  by  Rev.  G. 
F.  Stearns,  De  Forrest  Baker,  M.  D.,  and  Miss  Carrie  Day  Wagar. 

Evans — Burley— On  the  7th  of  November,  1881,  at  the  residence  of  the 
bride's  parents,  by  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Dill,  of  Clearfield,  Pa.,  H.  J.  Evans,  M.  D-, 
and  Miss  Malessa  Burlev,  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Burley,  both  of  Tyrone, 
Blair  Co.,  Pa. 

Hardenstein — Robinson — On  the  9th  of  November,  1881,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  the  bride's  mother,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Zimmerman,  A.  O.  Hardenstein.M. 
D-  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  Miss  Ella  Robinson,  of  Easton,  Maryland. 

McLachlan — Hadley — On  the  15th  of  December,  i88i,at  Holly,  Mich- 
igan, D.  A.  McLachlan,  M.  D-,  and  Bertha  M.  Hadley.  We  tender  our  hearty 
congratulations,  and  best  wishes. 

Reading — McCamant — On  the  29th  of  September,  i88i,at  the  resi- 
dence of  the  bride's  father,  L.  Willard  Reading.  M.  D.,  of  Hatboro,  Pa.,  and 
Sallie  McCamant,  of  Cains,  Pa. 


Burrows — Dr.  G.  S.,  from  Seneca,  Ks.,  to  Topeka,  Ks. 
Brady — Drss.  Julia  A.,  from  Buffdale,  to  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
Bowman — Dr.  A.  P.,  from  Ottumwa,  la.,  to  Ponca,  Nebraska. 
Herman— Dr.  F.  B.,  from  St.  Paul,  111.,  to  Watertown,  Wis. 
Kehrer — Dr.  A.  B.,  from  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  to  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Lampson — Dr.  R.,  from  Adrian  to  White  Pigeon,  Mich. 
Learned — Dr.  H.,  from  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  to  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Mortlock — Dr.  J.  S.,  from  Morris  to  Fairfield,  111. 
Oliver— Dr.  C.  A.,  from  Santa  Barbara  to  Ventura,  Cal. 
Shaw— Dr.  J.  C,  from  Eagle  Bridge  to  Hoosick  Falls,  N.  Y. 
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STENOSIS,  TRACHEOCELE,  FOREIGN  BODIES. 

In  the  previous  portions  of  this  work,  we  have  endeavored  to 
embrace  nearly  everything  pertaining  to  our  subject  which  is  of 
special  value  to  the  general  practitioner;  but  there  are  a  few  subjectt 
not  yet  discussed  which  may  be  of  interest  to  the  classes  for  whom 
this  work  is  written,  and  these  we  propose  to  consider  in  the  pres- 
ent chapter. 

1— STENOSIS  OF  THE  LARYNX. 

By  stenosis  of  the  larynx  is  meant  any  diminution  of  the  cav- 
ity of  that  organ  resulting  from  mucous  or  sub-mucous  infiltration 
or  from  cicatricial  contractions.  It  does  not  include  the  lessen- 
ing of  calibre  arising  from  pressure,  nor  from  the  presence  of  can- 
cer, fibroid  tumors,  etc.  It  is,  rather,  a  condition  similar  to  that 
known  as  stricture,  being  a  narrowing  of  the  cavity  of  the  larynx 
due  to  interstitial  deposits  in  the  deep  layers  of  the  lining  mem- 
brane, such  as  is  met  with  in  chronic  syphilitic  laryngitis  (q.  v.),  and 
the  cicatricial  contraction  which  follows  syphilitic  ulceration  (q.  v.). 

The  symptoms  of  laryngeal  stenosis,  aside  from  those  caused  by 
the  primary  disease,  are  all  included  under  the  term  dyspnoea.  As 
the  disease  progresses,  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  which  at  first,  and 
even  for  a  considerable  period,  is  scarcely  perceptible,  becomes  more 
and  more  pronounced,  until  at  last  it  is  so  prominent  as  to  demand 
tracheotomy  for  its  relief,  unless  the  obstruction  can  be  overcome  in 
some  other  way.  As  a  general  rule,  medical  treatment  is  of  but  lit- 
tle, if  any,  benefit  in  these  cases,  particularly  when  the  stenosis  de- 
pends on  the  cicatricial  contractions  of  syphilis,  or  even  on  the  ter- 
tiary form  of  the  complaint.  Hence  it  becomes  necessary  sooner  or 
later  to  open  the  trachea,  an  operation  required  not  only  for  the 
immediate  relief  of  dyspnoea,  but  as  a  prerequsite  to  further 

Treatment. — This  consists  in  gradual  dilatation  by  means  of 
hollow  tubes  or  bougies,  as  in  cases  of  urethral  stricture;  forcible  di- 
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latationby  means  of  laryngeal  and  tracheal  dilators,  such  as  Elsberg's 
(PI.  vii,  Fig.  4),  and  cutting  dilatation,  which  is  a  combination  of  the 
last  method  with  that  of  incision,  as  in  the  operation  of  urethrot- 
omy. 


Professor  Schroetter's  Dilator:  A,  the  instrument  ready  for  use. 
It  is  a  hollow,  curved  tube,  fitting  into  a  perforated  handle,  and  terminating  in 
a  metal  plug  (x).  The  latter  is  kept  attached  t*  the  tube  by  a  piece  of  twine, 
which  passes  through  the  tubular  instrument,  and  is  fixed  to  the  proximal 
extremity  of  the  handle  by  a  clip.  The  metal  plug  has  a  ring  at  its  upper 
part  and  a  small  canal  ( y)  passing  obliquely  through  its  lower  extremity.  B 
is  a  fine  silver  rod,  by  means  of  which  the  twine  is  drawn  through  the  tube 
when  it  is  being  prepared  for  use;  C  corresponds  to  the  inner  tube  of  a  tra- 
cheotomy canula,  which,  instead  of  being  continued  as  a  tube,  terminates  in  a 
bar  (z),  passes  through  the  plug  when  in  situ  (i.  e.,  in  the  contracted  larynx) 
and  bolts  it  in  position. 

Dilating  tubes  were  first  employed  by  Prof.  Schroetter,  of 
Vienna.  He  first  made  use  of  curved  vulcanite  tubes,  of  various 
sizes,  but  found  that  although  hollow,  they  set  up  so  much  pharyn- 
geal irritation  that  they  could  not  be  tolerated  longer  than  a  few 
seconds  at  a  time.  This  led  him  to  invent  what  is  called  the 
laryngeal  dilating  plug,  which  is  made  of  lead,  and  introduced 
into  the  larynx  by  means  of  a  hollow,  curved  tube  and  a  piece  of 
cord.  One  end  of  the  cord  is  securely  fastened  to  the  plug,  and 
the  other  is  passed  through  the  curved  tube  which  serves  as  a 
handle  for  the  introduction  of  the  plug.  The  instrument 
is  now  ready  for  use;  but  previous  to  its  being  placed  in  the 
larynx,  it  is  necessary  that  a  tracheal  tube,  with  an  opening  in 
its  upper  side,  for  the  admisson  of  the  lower  end  of  the  plug,  should 
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be  worn.  The  plug  is  passed  into  the  larynx  by  means  of  the 
curved  tube,  and  after  it*  lower  extremity  is  fitted  to  the  opening  in 
the  upper  side  of  the  tracheal  canula,  and  properly  secured  there  by 
means  of  a  bolt  or  pin  attached  to  the  inner  canula  of  the  tracheal 
tube,  the  curved  tube  which  has  served  as  a  director  for  placing  the 
plug  in  the  larynx  is  withdrawn,  leaving  the  plug  in  situ,  and  the 
cord  hanging  out  of  the  mouth.  The  cord  is  readily  secured  by 
tying  it  around  the  neck  or  ear.  When  it  is  desired  to  remove  the 
instrument,  the  bolt  is  withdrawn,  and  the  plug  is  lifted  from  the 
larynx  by  means  of  the  cord.  The  plug  should  be  allowed  to  re- 
main in  the  larynx  as  long  as  it  can  be  borne  without  too  much  in- 
convenience, which  will  probably  not  exceed  one  or  two  hours  at 
first;  but  after  the  parts  have  become  accustomed  to  its  presence  it 
may  be  retained  for  a  much  longer  period. 

Although  this  method  of  dilatation  is  necessarily  a  slow  one,  it 
has  the  advantage  over  forcible  dilatation  of  leaving  the  parts  in  a 
more  natural  condition,  and  of  being  more  permanent  in  its  bene- 
ficial effects. 

2— TRACHEOCELE. 

Tracheocele  is  a  tumor  situated  over  the  trachea,  and  commu- 
nicating with  its  interior  by  a  small  orifice.  The  tumor,  which  is 
sometimes  unilateral  and  sometimes  bilateral,  is  filled  with  air,  and 
varies  in  size  according  as  respiration  is  natural  or  forced.  In  one 
case  the  neck  measured  40.5  centimetres  in  circumference  in  ordi- 
nary respiration,  whilst  in  forced  respiration  it  measured  49  centi- 
metres (Eldridge).  In  this  case,  on  making  a  fine  opening  into  the 
tumor  with  a  needle,  air  escaped  with  sufficient  force  to  extinguish 
a  lighted  match.  In  another  case,  the  tumor  was  tympanitic  on 
percussion  (Fancon).  Dyspnoea  is  so  rare  that  when  present  it  can 
hardly  be  regarded  in  any  other  light  than  as  an  accidental  complica- 
tion. Mackenzie  thinks,  however,  that  it  may  possibly  be  due  to 
the  compression  which  the  distended  tumor  exerts  on  the  trachea 
when  the  tracheocele  is  pressed  on  by  the  sterno-cleido-mastoideus 
muscle.  The  voice  is  generally  but  slightly  altered,  being  for  the 
most  part  simply  weak,  but  in  one  case,  reported  by  Daralz,  each 
syllable  was  accompanied  with  a  soft  whispering  murmur. 

Causes. — Tracheocele  is  a  very  rare  affection;  nevertheless, 
more  than  a  dozen  cases  are  on  record.    Some  cases  are  congenital 
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but  more  frequently  the  tumor  appears  to  be  caused  by  some  act  of 
straining,  such  as  violent  coughing,  vomiting,  etc. 

Diagnosis. — The  location  and  varying  size  of  the  tumor,  its 
diminution  under  pressure,  its  increase  on  forced  inspiration,  and  the 
impulse  on  coughing,  are  symptoms  so  clear  as  to  render  an  error 
in  diagnosis  well-nigh  impossible. 

Treatment. — Mackenzie  simply  recommends  'some  mechan- 
ical appliance  for  preventing  the  distension  and  progressive  devel- 
opment of  the  tumor,  and  probably  that  is  all  that  would  be  ad- 
visable for  the  practitioner  to  attempt  to  accomplish  in  these  cases. 

3 — FOREIGN  BODIES  IN  THE  AIR-PASSAGES. 

• 

1.  In  the  Nose. — Children  are  so  in  the  habit  of  stuffing 
their  nostrils  with  buttons,  beans,  and  other  like  objects,  that  their 
removal  becomes  a  matter  of  almost  daily  occurrence.  If  not  be- 
yond the  reach  of  a  hair-pin,  which  is  one  of  the  handiest  and  safest 
instruments  for  the  purpose,  one  of  the  following  expedients  will  be 
likely  to  prove  successful.  (1)  Wash  out  the  foreign  substance  by 
injecting  water  into  the  opposite  nostril.  Almost  any  syringe  will 
answer  the  purpose,  provided  care  is  taken  to  prevent  regurgitation 
of  the  liquid,  by  closing  the  free  nostril  tightly  around  the  nozzle  of 
the  instrument  and  then  throwing  a  steady,  forcible  stream  behind 
the  foreign  body.  (2)  Close  the  free  nostril  with  the  finger,  and 
then  blow  forcibly  into  the  mouth  of  the  patient.  In  this  manner  I 
recently  succeeded  in  quickly  removing  a  button  from  the  nostril  of 
a  child,  after  it  had  been  fruitlessly  fished  for  with  instruments.  (3) 
Give  an  emetic,  and  when  it  begins  to  operate,  close  firmly  the 
mouth  of  the  patient.  This  is  generally  a  very  successful  way  of 
removing  foreign  bodies  from  the  nostrils,  but  is  too  disagreeable  a 
mode  to  resort  to  unless  other  methods  fail. 

2.  In  the  Tonsils. — Concretions  and  calculi  occasionally 
form  in  the  follicles  and  lacuna?  of  the  tonsils,  some  of  which 
attain  the  size  of  a  cherry  or  filbert.  Sometimes  they  are  dis- 
charged spontaneously,  but  in  most  cases  they  give  rise  to  ulceration, 
and  occasionally  to  abscesses,  the  suppurative  process  continuing  un- 
til after  the  extraction  of  the  calculi.  The  treatment  consists  in  re- 
moving the  concretions  with  forceps,  as  soon  as  their  presence  is 
clearly  recognized.    If  the  calculi  are  numerous,  or  the  glands 
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much  hypertrophied,  it  will  generally  be  advisable  to  remove  the 
tORsils  themselves. 

8.  In  the  Pharynx. — The  pharynx  is  not  only  the  most  com- 
mon place  of  lodgement  for  foreign  bodies,  but,  next  to  the  larynx 
and  lower  air-passages,  the  most  important.  Food  is  particularly 
apt  to  lodge  there,  especially  lumps  of  meat,  apples,  potatoes,  etc. 
In  addition  to  these  substances,  we  frequently  meet  with  fish-bones, 
nut-shells,  needles,  pins,  false  teeth,  coins,  buttons,  fish-hooks,  and 
indeed  almost  every  object  that  a  child  can  get  into  its  mouth.  Some 
of  the  objects,  such  as  pieces  of  meat,  frequently  cause  suffocation, 
by  obstructing  the  entrance  to  the  larynx.  Bones  and  other  hard  sub- 
stances are  liable  to  cause  ulceration  or  abscess  of  the  larynx;  and 
in  all  cases,  unless  speedily  removed,  they  set  up  more  or  less  in- 
flammation, with  its  accompanying  irritation  and  swelling.  Deglu- 
tion  is  always  interfered  with,  and  in  some  cases  is  almost  impossi- 
ble. Hemorrhage,  and  even  death,  may  arise  from  the  perforation 
of  a  large  blood-vessel,  such  as  the  carotid  artery,  and  this  too  from 
such  a  trifling  article  as  a  pin  ©r  needle.  In  most  cases  the  object 
can  be  readily  seen,  or  felt  with  the  finger;  if  not,  the  cavity  of  the 
larnyx  should  be  explored  by  the  aid  of  a  laryngeal  mirror. 

Most  objects  can  be  readily  removed  from  the  pharynx  with 
the  fingers,  or  with  curved  forceps  (PI.  vi,  Fig.  6),  or  else  with  the 
bristle  probang  (PI.  vii,  Fig.  1),  which  is  often  one  of  the  handiest 
instruments  we  have  for  removing  foreign  bodies  from  the  throat. 
Soft  substances,  such  as  pieces  of  meat,  if  not  readily  seized  with 
the  fingers  or  forceps,  may  be  pushed  down  into  the  oesophagus 
with  the  probang.  Fish-bones,  needles,  and  «ther  like  bodies,  en- 
tangled in  the  folds  of  mucous  membrane,  or  lying  cross-wise  in  the 
pharynx,  should  if  possible  be  seized  near  one  of  their  extremities, 
so  as  not  only  to  be  liberated  more  easily  from  the  parts  in  which  they 
are  fixed,  but  removed  without  unnecessary  laceration  of  the 
tissues. 

Much  harm  is  sometimes  done  in  these  cases  for  want  of  suffic- 
ient care  and  judgement  on  the  part  of  the  practitioner.  Mackenzie 
very  properly  says:  "When  summoned  to  a  patient  who  is  almost 
suffocated,  it  may  not  be  possible  to  make  a  thorough  exploration  of 
the  throat,  and  tracheotomy  may  be  immediately  necessary.  The 
common,  but  fatal,  practice  is  to  at  once  use  a  probang,  and  to  force 
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the  obstructing  object  onward.  A  foreign  body,  comparatively  harm- 
less in  the  pharynx,  is  thus  often  driven  into  the  larynx  or  even  into 
the  bronchi,  or  may  become  impacted  in  the  oesophagus.  At  the 
same  time  great  injury  is  often  done  to  the  soft  parts.  If  the  pa- 
tient's respiration  could  support  a  probang,  an  inspection  could  cer- 
tainly be  made ;  but  if  he  appear  to  be  dying  of  apnoea,  tracheotomy 
may  be  necessary  before  the  extraction  of  the  foreign  body  can  be 
accomplished."  When  no  foreign  substance  can  be  detected  after 
careful  examination,  it  is  advisable,  even  though  the  patient's  sensa- 
tions lead  him  to  believe  that  the  cause  of  his  trouble  is  not  removed, 
to  wait  for  some  little  time  before  subjecting  him  to  further  manip- 
ulation. For  the  sensations  of  the  patient  are  often  unreliable,  and 
although  the  foreign  substance  may  have  been  extracted,  a  feeling  of 
heat,  pricking,  or  constriction  in  the  pharynx,  may  be  experienced 
for  some  time  afterward.  Such  sensations  deceive  the  sufferers  by 
simulating  the  presence  of  some  offending  substance.  By  leaving  the 
parts  at  rest,  if  there  be  any  foreign  body  in  the  pharynx,  it  will 
oftei  work  its  way  out,  and  be  swallowed,  or  ejected  by  the  mouth, 
or  it  can  be  subsequently  removed. 

4.  In  the  Larynx. — It  is  unnecessary  to  enumerate  the  ob- 
jects that  have,  at  one  time  or  another,  found  their  way  into  the 
larynx,  as  they  comprise  portions  of  almost  every  known  substance. 
As  to  the  frequency  in  which  foreign  bodies  have  become  fixed  in 
different  parts  of  the  air-passages,  Bourdillat,  who  made  an  analysis 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  cases,  found  that  the  foreign  body  was 
arrested  in  the  trachea  in  eighty  instances,  in  the  larynx  in  thirty- 
five,  in  the  right  bronchus  in  twenty-six,  and  in  the  left  bronchus  in 
fifteen.  Other  observers,  however,  have  found  the  most  frequent 
site  to  be  the  larynx. 

If  the  object  is  large  enough  to  fill  the  opening  where  it  is  lo- 
cated, immediate  death  by  apnoea  is  to  be  apprehended,  unless  the 
foreign  body  is  instantly  dislodged.  In  other  cases,  more  or  less 
dyspnoea  will  result,  according  to  the  amount  of  obstruction  the 
body  causes  to  free  respiration.  Unless  impacted,  the  body  is  liable, 
by  changing  its  position,  to  interfere  more  and  more  with  respira- 
tion, and  sometimes  death  results  from  this  cause.  Or  it  may  prove 
fatal  indirectly  by  setting  up  inflammation,  and  thus  cause  such  a 
tumefaction  of  the  parts  as  to  produce  suffocation.    Again,  it  may 
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cause  such  a  degree  of  irritation  as  to  excite  spasm  of  the  glottis. 
We  cannot  be  too  guarded,  therefore,  in  our  prognosis,  whether 
there  appears  to  be  much  dyspnoea  at  the  time  or  not. 

Whenever  practicable,  a  laryngoscopic  examination  should  be 
made,  and  the  object  removed  with  the  laryngeal  forceps  (PI.  vi, 
Fig.  6).  If,  however,  respiration  is  completely  obstructed,  or  death 
by  asphyxia  appear  imminent,  no  time  should  be  lost  in  opening  the 
trachea,  after  which  the  foreign  body  may  be  sought  for  and  removed, 
as  just  directed.  A  common  practice  in  these  cases,  and  one  which 
has  repeatedly  proven  successful,  is  to  turn  the  patient  head  down- 
ward, and  if  the  foreign  body  is  round  and  smooth,  like  a  coin  or 
bullet,  it  will  sometimes  fall  out  of  its  own  weight.  The  tracheal 
tube  should  not  be  removed,  nor  the  opening  closed,  until  the  inflam- 
mation and  tumefaction  have  subsided,  and  the  patient  is  able  to 
breathe  freely  per  vias  naturales. 

5.  In  the  Trachea  and  Bronchi. — As  foreign  bodies  in 
the  trachea  and  bronchi  gain  access  to  those  parts  through  the  larynx, 
they  are  generally  small,  such  as  grains  of  corn,  fruit-seeds,  beads, 
etc.  Sometimes,  however,  such  objects  as  pins,  needles,  and  other 
sharp  bodies  gradually  work  their  way  into  these  parts,  or  are 
forced  into  them  by  accident.  When  lodged  in  the  trachea,  the 
results  are  similar  to  those  described  above  for  the  larynx;  but  when 
the  object  passes  into  one  of  the  bronchi,  the  obstruction  to  respira- 
tion is  necessarily  limited  to  the  lung  to  which  the  subdivisions  of 
the  implicated  bronchus  are  distributed.  Owing  to  the  "bronchial 
spur"  deviating  somewhat  to  the  left  of  the  median  line,  it  is  found 
that  foreign  bodies  pass  nearly  twice  as  frequently  into  the  right 
bronchus  as  into  the  left.  The  negative  evidence  furnished  by 
laryngoscopy,  together  with  the  history  of  the  case,  and  the  pres- 
ence or  absence  of  the  respiratory  murmur  upon  one  or  both  sides 
of  the  chest,  are  generally  sufficient  to  determine  the  location  of  the 
body.  The  prognosis  is  in  all  cases  extremely  serious,  though  nu- 
merous instance  have  occurred  where  objects  have  become  encap- 
suled,  and  have  been  expectorated  after  the  lapse  of  many  years. 
Such  cases,  however,  are  comparatively  rare,  and  if  the  foreign  body 
does  not  cause  death  by  suffocation,  it  is  likely  to  induce  organic 
disease  of  the  respiratory  organs,  and  thus  gradually  lead  to  a  fatal 
te  rmi  nation. 
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If  a  coin,  or  other  smooth  body,  has  slipped  through  the  larynx 
into  the  trachea,  or  into  one  of  its  branches,  the  patient  should  at 
once  be  placed  in  an  inverted  position,  with  the  head  downward, 
and  if  necessary  well  shaken,  in  order  that,  as  has  occasionally  hap- 
pened, the  foreign  body  may  fall  out  by  its  own  gravity.  If  this 
does  not  occur,  and  the  symptoms  are  very  urgent,  tracheotomy 
should  be  at  once  performed.  The  sides  of  the  wound  should  be 
kept  well  separated,  so  as  to  favor  the  expulsion  of  the  object 
through  the  opening  by  coughing.  If  this  does  not  soon  occur,  an 
attempt  should  be  made  to  remove  it  with  forceps  *  If  this  fails,  Mac- 
kenzie's advice,  to  stitch  the  edges  of  the  tracheal  wound  to  the  sides 
of  the  neck  on  each  side,and,for  obvious  reasons,to  dispense  with  the 
use  of  a  canula,  should  be  followed.  A  tracheal  mirror  should  then 
be  passed  into  the  opening,  and  a  careful  examination  made,  not  only 
with  a  view  to  locating  the  foreign  body,  but  to  removing  it.  If 
still  unsuccessful,  the  patient  should  be  placed  in  a  supine  position, 
head  downward,  on  an  inclined  plane,  so  as  to  favor  the  exit  of  the 
body  by  coughing  and  by  the  action  of  gravity. 

♦Erichsen  and  others  say  no  such  attempt  should  be  made;  that  the  un- 
certainty and  danger  attending  it  are  too  great  to  render  the  proceeding  at  all 
safe. 


Antiquity  of  the  View  that  Inebriety  is  a  Disease. 
{Medical  Record^ — The  Lancet,  commenting  on  the  claim  made  by 
Dr.  Crothers,  and  others,  that  inebriety  is  a  disease,  says:  MIt  may 
interest  the  curious  among  our  readers  to  know  that,  even  if  true, 
this  view  is  not  new.  Fourteen  hundred  years  ago  a  like  theory 
was  propounded  by  St.  John  Chrysostom,vvho  illustrated  his  meaning 
by  a  reference  to  the  characteristic  symptom  of  craving  dyspepsia. 
'Do  you  not  see  that  drunkards  are  always  thirsty?  for  it  is  a  pas- 
sion, not  the  desire  of  nature,  but  some  perverted  disease.  Do  you 
not  see  how  those  afflicted  with  bulimy,  as  it  is  called,  are  always 
hungry?'" 


Lupuline;  Therapeutic  Effects. — M.  Mehu  finds  that 
the  resin  of  hop,  in  the  dose  of  twenty  to  thirty  grains,  produces 
often  an  intense  headache;  sometimes  nausea,  and  even  slight  verti- 
go; and  always  a  state  of  insensibility,  lasting  several  hours,  but 
without  hallucinations  such  as  haschish  causes.  Each  time  he  has 
found  a  subsequent  and  notable  increase  of  appetite. 
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J.  H.  MARSDBN,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  YORK  SPRINGS,  PA.,  EDITOR. 

OBJECTIONS  TO  CHLOROFORM  AS  AN  ANAES- 
THETIC IN  LABOR. 

We  do  not  here  intend  to  notice  the  objection*  to  anaesthetics 
in  any  form  or  through  any  agent  whatever,  for  this  we  have  done 
elsewhere  and  repeatedly.  But  wish  simply  to  reply  to  suck  as  are 
specially  brought  against  the  article  named  at  the  head  of  our 
paper. 

I  not  unfrequently  read  in  my  correspondence,  "I  use  sulphuric 
ether,  I  am  afraid  of  chloroform." 

The  first  objection,  therefore,  I  shall  attempt  to  answer  is,  that 
cloroform  is  dangerous  when  administered  in  labor.  This  appre- 
hension doubtless  arises  from  the  apparent — perhaps  real  danger  of 
the  agent  when  used  preparatory  to  surgical  operations.  Here  it  is 
supposed  to  be  a  frequent  cause  of  death.  If  any  credence  is  to  be 
given  to  reports  published  in  our  journals,  doubtless  many  die  under 
the  influence  of  chloroform  preparatory  to,  or  during  surgical  op- 
erations. Hence  its  extreme  danger  under  those  circumstances  is  in- 
ferred, and  thence  transferred  to  its  similar  employment  in  cases  of 
midwifery.  We  will  not  attempt  to  lessen  these  apprehensions  by 
asking  how  many  of  these  accidents  may  be  owing  to  recklessness 
in  administration — and  how  many  more  to  the  depressing  effects  of 
fear  upon  the  heart.  But  by  a  similar  line  of  argument  we  would 
establish  the  almost  perfect  safety  of  chloroform,  when  skilfully  ad- 
ministered, in  labor.  To  begin  with  the  smaller  and  ascend  to  the 
greater — I  have  myself  used  the  agent  freely,  in  nearly  all  cases  of 
otherwise  painful  labor,  nearly  since  the  time  it  was  introduced  by 
Dr.  Simpson — giving  it  to  such  an  extent,  usually,  as  to  produce  en- 
tire unconsciousness  and  immunity  from  suffering,  the  patient 
knowing  nothing  of  what  had  transpired  till  waked  perhaps  by  the 
crying  of  her  newly  born  child,  and  yet  I  have  never  in  a  single  in- 
stance suffered  from  any  apprehension  of  danger — much  less  have 
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I  seen  any  one  die,  then  or  afterwards,  as  a  consequence  of  chloro- 
form. 

My  correspondence  with  others  upon  this  subject  has  been  con- 
iiderable,  and  their  experience  as  detailed,  accords  perfectly  with  my 
own.  One  highly  educated  physician  of  large  obstetric  practice, 
Bays  he  has  given  it  in  about  1,500  cases  without  ever  having  seen 
signs  of  danger.  Another,  resident  in  the  same  city,  numbers  about 
800  with  similar  result.  Chloroform  is  used  extensively  in  mid 
wifery  in  the  British  Isles,  and  I  have  seen  no  disasters  reported. 
In  fact  I  do  not  believe  that  a  single  case  of  death,  occurring  in 
labor,  when  the  agent  was  judiciously  administered  has  been 
adduced. 

If  then  Jrequent  disasters  in  surgical  practice  be  evidence  of 
the  danger  of  chloroform  as  an  anaesthetic  therein,  what  logic  for- 
bids the  conclusion  that  its  entire  immunity  from  accident  in  the 
hands  of  thousands  in  midwifery  practice,  is  positive  proof  of  its 
safety  in  that  department  of  our  profession?  I  will  not  here  un- 
dertake to  point  out  the  circumstances  that  account  for  the  differ- 
ence of  results — nor  will  I  set  up  the  claim  for  chloroform,  which  I 
might  do,  that  it  is  the  agent  designed  by  a  beneficent  and  all-wise 
Creator,  to  be  revealed  in  its  time,  to  mitigate,  if  not  to  abolish,  the 
pangs  of  parturition.  How  many  things  do  we  see  in  the  world 
around  us  that  beyond  dispute,  bear  a  strong  analogy  to  this? 

Another  objection  brought  against  chloroform  as  an  anaesthetic 
in  labor  is,  that  it  lessens  or  suspends  the  action  of  the  womb,  and 
consequently  retards  the  progress  of  labor.  Experience,  however, 
with  this  agent,  does  not  sanction  this  objection,  at  least  not  to  its 
fullest  extent.  In  a  few  cases  we  may  perhaps  think  the  objection 
applies,  but  even  these  bear  a  small  proportion  to  the  number  of 
those  wherein  no  such  result  is  apparent.  We  know,  too,  how  com- 
mon it  is  for  the  pains  of  labor  to  be  temporarily  suspended  without 
any  apparent  cause.  When,  therefore,  they  decrease  or  even  cease  dur- 
ing the  administration  of  cloroform  how  can  we  be  certain  that  it  is 
the  cause?  But  even  suppose  that  the  contractions  of  the  womb 
are  sometimes  moderated  through  the  influence  of  chloroform,  its 
relaxing  effect  upon  the  tissues,  and  through  this,  the  lessening  of 
resistance  more  than  compensate  for  the  apparent  loss  of  parturient 
power.    And  should  the  action  of  the  womb  be  entirely  suspended, 
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it  can  generally  be  evoked  again  by  the  administration  of  ergot,  or 
some  other  suitable  remedy.  But  those  accustomed  to  the  frequent 
and  free  use  of  chloroform  know  that  this  seldom  occurs.  The 
writer  has  witnessed  cases  wherein  the  uterine  contractions  have 
been  so  powerful  toward  the  close  of  labor,  that  during  pain  the 
bedstead  perceptibly  trembled,  while  afterwards,  the  patient  declared 
ehe  felt  nothing,  and  was  deeply  unconscious  during  the  whole 
time.  In  a  late  case  of  shoulder  presentation  with  prolapsed  arm, 
and  waters  long  evacuated,  to  which  I  was  called  in  consultation, 
the  patient  was  kept,  with  a  special  view,  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform  preceded  by  morphia,  for  several  hours,  and  during  all  thi* 
time  there  was  vigorous  action  of  the  womb.  Turning  was  im- 
practicable, but  with  a  comparatively  trifling  mutilation  of  the  child, 
already  dead,  and  a  little  instrumental  aid,  it  was  delivered  doubled 
as  it  had  lain  in  the  womb,  and  yet  no  body  hurt.  The  patient 
made  a  good  recovery,  and  afterward  told  me  she  had  felt  no  pain 
and  knew  nothing  of  the  whole  procedure.  In  a  journal  such  as 
this  where  each  department  claims  its  appropriate  space,  the  details 
of  this  interesting  case  cannot  be  given  but  will  probably  be  found, 
with  practical  inferences,  in  the  February  number  (1882)  of  the 
American  Homoeopathic  Journal  of  Obstetrics. 

Again  it  is  said  that  the  use  of  chloroform  is  followed  by  slow 
recovery  and  chronic  impairment  of  health.  I  have  not  made  ex- 
tensive inquiries  as  to  the  experience  of  others,  but  I  know  this  is 
denied  by  th«  best  obstetricians  who  are  accustomed  to  use  chloro- 
form, including  Cazeaux  and  others  equally  eminent.  As  regards 
my  own  experience,  I  have  called  upon  nearly  every  patient  after 
convalescence,  and  made  thorough  and  impartial  inquiries,  and  havt 
never  met  with  a  case  wherein  I  think  it  could  be  fairly  concluded 
that  chloroform  had  entailed  any  permanently  bad  effects  upon  the 
health.  This  is  just  what  might  be  expected.  From  the  almost 
perfect  immunity  from  suffering  which  this  anaesthetic,  when  prop- 
erly administered,  affords,  the  patient  is  saved  from  that  extreme  ex- 
haustion and  consequent  shock,  which  usually  follow  protracted 
labors  of  unmitigated  suffering. 

Further,  it  is  objected  that  chloroform  gives  rise  to  postpar- 
tum haemorrhage.  Some  are  so  positive  about  this  matter  that  they 
tell  us  of  a  violent  haemorrhage  that  occurred  in  their  practice 
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"caused  by  chloroform."  But  how  do  you  know  that  chloroform 
caused  it?  Were  there  no  haemorrhages  before  chloroform  was 
dreamt  of  ?  Might  it  not  have  been  owing  to  some  bad  manage- 
ment on  your  own  part  and  entirely  independent  of  the  anaesthetic? 
My  worst  haemorrhages  occurred  to  me  in  my  days  of  early  expe- 
perience  (inexperience)  and  before  I  knew  anything  about  the 
anaesthetic  powers  of  chloroform.  So  far  as  I  can  remember  I  have 
had  but  one  alarming  case  since  I  began  the  use  of  anaesthetics  and 
fortunately  in  that  I  had  used  none  at  all.  I  do  not  suppose,  how- 
aver,  my  immunity  from  haemorrhages  has  been  owing  to  my  use  of 
.  chloroform,  but  rather,  if  you  please,  to  "good  luck,"  or  probably  to 
acquired  skill  to  prevent  the  accident.    But  supposing  that  chloro- 

.  form  may  occasionally  dispose  to  haemorrhage,  and  I  know  this  is 
seldom,  if  we  be  upon  our  guard  we  can  generally  forestall  and 
prevent  it.  Here  as  elsewhere  it  will  mostly  result  from  imperfect 
contraction — relieve  this,  and  all  is  right. 

Such  are  perhaps  the  principal  objections  brought  against 
chloroform  as  an  anaesthetic  in  labor  by  those  who  admit  it  to  be 
proper,  by  some  means,  to  mitigate  the  pangs  of  childbirth  and  for 
that  purpose  resort  to  sulphuric  ether.  If  I  have  succeeded  in  an- 
swering these  objections  so  as  to  induce  any  one  to  make  a  fearless 
(I  do  not  say  careless)  trial  of  chloroform,  and  then  an  impartial 
comparison  of  the  results  with  those  similarly  obtained  from 
sulphuric  ether,  I  will  fully  have  accomplished  my  purpose. 
Surely  no  patriotic  partiality  for  the  latter  will  countervail 
against  the  superior  efficiency  of  the  former,  in  meeting  the 
indications  that  present  themselves  to  the  mind  of  the 
humane  physician,  whose  thoughts  by  day,  and  dreams  by  night,  all 
concentrate  upon  the  relief  of  suffering.  True,  ether  as  an  anaes- 
thetic, is  of  American  birth — chloroform  of  European — but  science 
is  cosmopolitan ;  it  acknowledges  no  native  land,  no  clime,  no  lati- 
tude, no  longitude  as  peculiarly  its  own.  j.  h.  m. 


The  Horns  of  a  Dilemma. — (Leonardos  Illus.  yournal). — 
Cazeaux  in  speaking  of  craniotomy  exclaims:  What  physician  is 
there,  who,  driven  to  elect  between  the  life  of  his  wife  and  that  of 
the  child  in  utero,  would  hesitate  about  that  of  the  latter?  And  Dr. 
Dagenais,  V  Unitn  Medicale,  replies :  What  physician  is  there, 
who,  driven  to  elect  between  a  great  danger  to  the  life  of  the 
mother  and  the  life  of  the  child  in  the  cradle,  would  sacrifice  the 
latter?  For  he  says:  Are  we  certain  that  the  mother  will  die,  and 
what  difference  is  there  between  the  life  in  utero  just  before  birth  and 
in  the  cradle  just  after  birth  ? 


* 
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H.  W.  TAYLOR,  M.  D.,  TERRA  HAUTE,  IND.,  EDITOR. 


SOME   UGLY  QUESTIONS. 
An  allopathic  physician  writes: 

I  wish  to  believe  in  homoeopathy — wish  to  see  it  based,  if  it 
can  be,  on  a  foundation  of  common  sense  and  science.  As  yet,  its 
Assumption  to  be  considered  a  science  of  therapeutics — a  science  at 
all,  has  not  a  peg  to  stand  on.  And  if  anything  proved  a  large  class 
of  its  advocates  to  be  anything  but  "microcephali,"  it  was  the  idea  of 
proving  the  truth  of  the  fanciful  theory  of  high  potencies,  as  evinced 
in  the  elaborate  undertaking  called  the  Milwaukee  Test.  The  mere 
idea  of  there  being  an  infinitesimal  possibility  of  truth  in  such  a 
theory,  is  an  indication  of  gas  where  brains  ought  to  be.  And  now 
it  is  declared  that  the  failure  of  all  proof  that  the  thirtieth  potence 
possessing  pathogenetic  power,  is  no  evidence  that  it  is  not  effective 
in  the  cure  of  disease.  Because  we  fail  by  the  most  careful  tests, 
conducted  by  the  most  eminent  physicists,  to  s/iozv  that  the  moon  is 
made  of  green  cheese,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  is  not  made  of  green 
cheese. 

Let  me  put  some  questions.  What  means  such  nonsense  as 
this?  "Belladonna  makes  one  fretful,  indolent,  before  stool;  con- 
tented, cheerful,  after?"  In  the  name  of  common  sense,  is  not  the 
relief  obtained  by  stool  sufficient  of  itself  to  explain  the  cheerfulness, 
etc.?  Again,  "Chamomilla  makes  children  who  are  fretful,  quiet 
when  carried  about."  So  the  quietness  is  alleged  to  be  due  to  the 
Chamomilla,  not  to  the  carrying  about!  as  much  as  to  sav  a  dose  of 
Nux  vomica  gives  a  starving  man  a  feeling  of  general  invigoration, 
after  he  has  eaten  a  good  dinner.  How  absurd  the  propositions  about 
belladonna  and  chamomilla  read;  therefore,  again,  what  do  homoeo- 
pathic doctors  mean  by  saying  that  silicea,  natrum  mur.  calc.  carb.  or 
what  not  of  the  30th,  200th,  or  c  m  (what  ever  c  m  means)  potence, 
cured,  when  already  the  patient  has  taken,  and  daily  takes  in  his  food 
and  drink,  infinitesimal  quantities  of  those  minerals.  What  else,  if  he 
thinks  at  all,  does  he  think  but  that,  the  minute  particle  of  mineral 
impresses  its  wonderful  influence  on  the  organism,  independently  of 
the  influences  already  impressed  by  the  particles  of  the  same  min- 
erals which  have  been  taken  in  the  food?  O!  this  shaking  process 
has  a  marvellous  quality  in  it!  A  sincere  homoeopathist,  intelligent 
as  educated  (?)  homoeopathists  usually  are,  told  me  that  the  shaking 
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up  of  the  dry  globules  in  his  bottle  gave  them  power  to  cure.  He 
had  seen  the  effect!  And  all  who  have  read  the  address  of  Dr. 
William  Wesselhoeft,  in  the  little  memoir  of  him,  published  a  short 
time  after  his  death,  will  recall  his  remark  about  the  efficacy  of  dry 
pellets  put  into  an  empty  dry  vial  which  had  once  held  medicated 
pellets.  And  who  that  reads  the  Organon  does  not  observe  that 
Hahnemann  writes  of  the  cure  of  indigestion  by  the  smelling  of  a 
little  pellet  of  the  30th  potence  of  pulsatilla,  in  the  bottom  of  a  vial. 
And  who,  conversant  with  Hering's  Domestic  physician  does  not 
note  that  he  advises  a  dose  of  the  30th  potence  of  natrum  muriati- 
cum,  as  a  remedy  for  a  crying  habit  in  infants — given  once  a  fort- 
night! Illustrations  of  such  inanities  swarm  like  flies  in  summer  in 
the  pages  of  homoeopathic  literature.  In  Jahr's  Manual,  before  me, 
is  an  allegation  that  mercurius  gives  one  an  inclination  to  pull  noses! 
In  the  Hahnemannian  for  June,  1880,  I  find  an  article  on  neurasthe- 
nia by  Dr.  Korndcerfer.  He  gives  aconite  as  producing  twenty 
symptoms  (one  of  them:  "fear  to  go  into  a  crowded  place!");  and 
then  he  gives  the  names  of  120  substances  which  produce  the  same 
kind  of  symptoms,  while  the  substances,  including  aconite,  are  al- 
leged in  the  books  to  produce  countless  other  symptoms.  Now, 
why  is  not  the  assertion  of  a  homoeopathic  physician  in  one  of 
the  journals  true,  when  he  says  the  Materia  Medica  is  such  a  farago 
that  every  remedy  is  good  for  every  disease.  Certainly  no  other 
conclusion  can  be  drawn. 

Some  comments,  and  the  substance  of  some  comments  made  by 
Dr.  John  Fitz-Gibbon  Geary,  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  North  Ameri- 
can journal  of  Homoeopathy,  Vol.  7,  1858: 

Dr.  Geary  on  "Our  Homoeopathic  Literature."  He  speaks  of 
a  lcllow  in  Philadelphia  whose  only  mode  of  diagnosis  is  applying 
a  glass  tube  to  the  eye,  and  holding  a  globule  of  the  8,000th  dilu- 
tion a  yard  from  the  nose!  He  makes  severe  strictures  on  both  the 
allopathic  and  homoeopathic  materia  medicas;  and  on  the  "grandilo- 
quent anticipations  of  the  future  of  medicine,  homoeopathically 
viewed."  He  charges  the  homoeopathic  materia  medica  as  "very 
considerable"  in  the  multiplicity  of  meaningless  words."  He  cuts  at 
Bcenninghausen's  and  other  therapeutic  pocket-books ;  Hahnemann's 
materia  medica  pura  is  "a  mere  symptom  list."  Hahnemann  "over- 
looked scientific  methods."  His  "self-constituted  followers  have 
copied  his  mistakes  and  enlarged  his  blunders."  "These  enchant- 
ers" have  given  birth  "to  the  protean  monstrosity  made  up  from  the 
symptomatology,  Hull's  Jahr,  Jahr  &  Possart,  and  Hering's  "in- 
flated gas  bags."  These  have  made  a  race  of  "symptom  doctors" 
ignorant  of  every  branch  of  medical  and  general  knowledge."  "Our 
provings,  in  their  present  crude  and  conglomerate  amalgamation, 
make  every '  medicine  produce  similar  and  almost  identical  condi- 
tions." And  the  converse  is  made  to  appear  true,  opposite  phenomena 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIc 


1882]  SOME  UGLY  QUESTIONS— KE PLY.  81 

being  produced,  and  so  every  medicine  embraces  every  ailment  in- 
cident to  the  human  family.  There  are  drugs  to  act  on  the  different 
sides  of  the  body.  A  case  is  related  where  the  non-effect  of  a  rem- 
edy was  attributed  to  the  circumstance  of  the  doctor  having  given 
a  left  side  instead  of  a  right  side  medicine.  And  "a  grave  medical 
philosopher  of  Philadelphia,"  told  this  to  his  lady  patient,  to  satisfy 
her! 

Every  organ  and  part  of  an  organ  is  furnished  with  a  vast 
number  of  remedies.  The  male  genitals  have  110  to  fall  back  on, 
in  time  of  need,  so  the  heel,  the  back  of  the  foot,  the  sole,  the  toes, 
the  toe-tips,  the  big  toes,  the  ball  of  the  toes,  the  toe-nails,  and  corns, 
have  a  force  of  6,003!  (See  Bcenninghausen  pp.  130, 131  v.  c).  Dr. 
Geary  styles  Bcenninghausen  "a  half  crazy  enthusiast,  who  asserted 
he  killed  two  mad  dogs  on  the  spot  with  one  globule  of  the  horse- 
trainer  Jenichen's  high  potency." 

This  does  for  the  present.  Boston. 

REPLY. 

The  above  article  is  a  letter  written  by  a  regular  practitioner  to 
one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeo- 
pathy— a  gentleman  of  large  experience  and  great  eminence  in 
letters. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  gentleman  is  rendered  unable  to 
answer  this  by  reason  of  long  continued  ill-health,  resulting 
from  overwork.  These  questions  being  referred  to  the  writer,  he 
hastens  to  give  such  answers  as  occur  to  him  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment. 

Firstly,  then:  "Boston"  makes  the  not  unusual  mistake  of  the 
"regular"  in  imagining  that  the  "high  potency"  advocates  form  the 
framework,  foundation  and  great  mass  of  the  homoeopathic  school. 
It  will  astonish  him  to  learn  that  those  who  use  the  high  potencies 
exclusively  can  be  numbered  upon  the  fingers  of  one  hand — pro- 
vided the  hand  have  any  ringers  at  all.  While  those  who  make 
habitual  use  of  the  30th  do  not  number  half  a  hundred.  These  too, 
are  men  who  run  high-potency  pharmacies,  and  write  sensational 
books  purporting  to  be  medical  works.  Same  of  them  are  alleged 
teachers  in  homoeopathic  colleges.  Few  or  none  of  them  are  active 
practitioners  in  actual  competitive  work  against  practitioners  of  oth- 
er schools;  and  especially  against  those  who  rely  upon  the  low  po- 
tencies. 

Having  set  homoeopathy  i\s  practiced,  thus  far  right  (and  in  con- 
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tradistinction  to  the  most  prominent  theories  of  homoeopathy  which 
Hahnemann  declared  were  of  no  consequence  whatever)  I  am  fain 
to  admit  that  many  of  the  charges  made  by  the  interlocutor  are  well 
grounded.  He  however  misinterprets  the  object  and  lesson  of  the 
Milwaukee  Test.  On  the  part  of  those  who  believe  with  Hahne- 
man  "that  the  dose  must  be  powerful  enough  to  produce  a  similar 
set  of  symptoms  more  intense  than  those  of  the  disease,"  the  test 
was  made  in  good  faith  to  determine  whether  such  powers  resided 
in  the  30th.  They  had  already  ascertained  that  this  power  to  pro- 
duce the  aggravation  does  reside  in  the  low  dilutions.  This  test 
was  not  fully  participated  in  by  the  "Dynamizationists"  simply  be- 
cause the  measures  taken  to  prevent  jugglery  and  frand  were  equal 
to  the  occasion.  So  far  as  it  went  it  showed  that  the  low  dilutions 
could  produce  recognizable  symptoms — hence  could  produce  the 
"homoeopathic  aggravation,  and  hence  conformed  to  Hahnemann's 
law  of  posology.  While  on  the  other  hand  it  showed  that  the  30th 
could  not  produce  recognizable  symptoms;  and  hence  could  not  con- 
form to  Hahnemann's  law  of  posology;  and  hence  are  not  homoeo- 
pathic medicines.  These  facts  are  fully  believed  by  ninety-nine  of 
every  hundred  homoeopathic  physicians  in  the  world.  Thus  the 
failure  of  the  30th  to  discover  pathogenetic  powers  put  them 
outside  the  pale  of  homoeopathic  medicines  upon  the  authority  of  no 
less  a  personage  than  Hahnemann  who  declared  that: 

"Every  real  medicine  will  at  all  times  and  under  every  circum- 
stance work  upon  every  living  individual  and  excite  in  him  the 
symptoms  peculiar  to  it."  Organon,  section  32,  p.  106;  Hering's 
4th  Am.  ed. 

The  trash  that  has  been  dumped  into  the  homoeopathic  materia 
medica  by  the  Internationals,  and  their  prototypes,  the  Korsakoff's, 
Bonninghausens,  Jahrs,  Lutzes,  et.  al.,  was  spilt  there  against  the 
will  and  without  the  consent  of  the  discoverer  of  homoeopathy . 
The  right-sided,  left-sided  and  slab-sided  symptoms,  along  with  the 
"quieting  of  the  child  while  being  carried  about  under  Cham.,  arid 
the  content  and  cheerfulness  of  the  Belladonna  prover  after  stool 
are  sample  heaps  of  such  rubbish.    No  homoeopathic  practitioner- 
relies  upon  such  so-called  symptoms. 

That  remedies  (save  the  mark!)  in  the  30th  "potence"  could  "be 
of  effect  while  the  patient  in  taking  much  larger  doses  of  the  crude 
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material  with  his  food  at  every  meal  (as  in  cale.  carb.,  natrum  mur., 
phosphorus,  sulphur,  etc.)  is  against  the  positive  declarations  of 
Hahnemann;  and  disproved  of  late  by  some  of  our  eminent 
microscopists — notably  J.  Edwards  Smith,  S.  A.  Jones,  and  C.  Wes- 
selhoeft. 

That  Samuel  Hahnemann  ever  wrote  or  spoke  of  the  "cure  of 
indigestion  by  the  smelling  of  a  little  pellet  of  Pulsatilla  30th  in  the 
bottom  of  a  vial"  I  most  emphatically  deny.  Hahnemann's  last  letter 
to  his  old  pharmacist  contained  a  request  for  some  remedies  in  the 
8d  trituration.  His  specimen  cures  given  for  the  guidance  of  hom- 
oeopathic students  and  beginners  were  performed,  one  with  tincture 
of  Bryonia,  the  other  on  account  of  the  "great  delicacy  of  habit,  and 
sensibility"  of  the  patient  with  Pulsatilla  6th  dilution ! !    These  spec- 

imen  cures  are  not  related  in  posthumous  foot-notes.  They  do  not 
come  to  us  stamped  with  the  weak  verbiage  of  one  who  opposed 
and  derided  Hahnemann  in  a  spirit  of  malicious  envy  to  the  last 
day  of  his  life.  They  come  in  Hahnemann's  clean-cut  sentences, 
clothing,  without  cumbering,  his  unanswerable  logic. 

Finally  as  to  the  declaration  of  Dr.  Geary  that  "Hull's  Jahr, 
Hering's  inflated  gas  bags,  etc.,  have  made  a  race  of  symptom  doc- 
tors ignorant  of  every  branch  of  medical  and  general  knowledge," 
I  must  again  pronounce  a  most  emphatic  denial.    The  Herings, 
Lippes,  Wilsons  and  Aliens  taught,  and  are  still  teaching  false  doc- 
trines in  the  name  of  homoeopathy.    These  false  doctrines  cost  the 
young  practitioner  some  months  of  fruitless  trial,  discouragement 
and  loss  of  practice    and    confidence.    Actual   trial  in  practice 
soon  teaches  him  to  unlearn  what  he  has  so  palpably  learned 
amiss.    It  is  not   true    that    he    has   ever   been   ignorant  on 
other   topics   of    medical    and     general    knowledge.    He  has 
received   a   fair    education    and    compares    favorably   with  his 
regular  competitor.    He  has  a  less  dangerous  prejudice  in  favor  of 
drugs  than  his  regular  colleague.    He  kills  fewer  patients.    He  is 
the  author  of  fewer  aches  and  pains.    He  contributes  a  much  small- 
er quota  to  the  sum  of  human  misery  for  which  drugs  and  druggers 
are  responsible.    He  goes  forth  handicapped  with  his  reliance  upon 
the  written  and  spoken  words  of  his  high-potency  teachers.  The 
chagrin  and  bitter  disappointment  of  failure  is  inevitably  his  until 
the  cobwebs  of  Internationalism  are  rudely  brushed  from  his  eyes 
thereby.    Then  he  seeks  counsel  of  his  older  brother  practitioners 
— mark  you,  practitioners!    He  goes  forth  again  with  a  larger 
view  of  science,  and  larger  vials  in  his  medicine  case;  filled  with 
new  resolutions  and  fresh  tinctures  and  third  triturations.    And  as 
he  journeys  on  his  road  there  comes  a  song  of  joy  upon  his  lips  and 
h  is  face  grows  round  and  rosy  as  a  May  morning.       h.  w.  t. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER  AT  MULLER'S  ORPHANAGE  * 

Gentlemen : — I  regret  that  I  cannot  redeem  the  promise  you 
kindly  made  on  my  behalf,  in  your  last  Journal,  to  write  a  paper 
on  typhoid  fever,  but  gladly  give  the  results  of  two  epidemics  of  it 
at  the  Orphan  Houses  here. 

The  New  Orphan  Houses,  more  generally  known  as  "Midler's," 
are  five  in  number,  detached  and  situated  in  a  commanding  position 
on  the  the  top  of  Ashley  Hill,  about  two  miles  to  the  north-east  of 
Bristol  and  when  built,  were  "in  the  country,"  but  now  the  town 
extends  beyond  them,  though  each  house  is  situated  in  a  large  space 
of  its  own  ground.  All  five  houses  are  substantially  built,  well 
lighted,  and  thoroughly  ventilated. 

Each  has  its  own  well  of  good  water,  and  some  of  these  give 
an  abundant  supply  at  all  times;  the  bread  is  all  baked  in  No.  1 
house.  The  milk  is  from  one  farm,  but  its  channel  of  distribution 
is  distinct  for  each  house.  Each  house  has  from  400  to  500  inmates 
besides  officials. 

The  position  of  the  houses,  the  extreme  cleanliness,  the 
thorough  ventilation,  the  complete  absence  of  all  unnecessary  drap- 
ery, would  lead  one  to  expect  a  high  standard  of  health;  but  this  is 
fully  compensated  for  in  the  fact  that  the  children  are  greatly  predis- 
posed to  hereditary  disease,  especially  struma,  or  phthisis,  or  they 
have  lost  both  parents,  (and  a  very  large  number  of  the  children 
have  lost  both  parents  by  phthisis),  which  we  all  know  tells  greatly 
against  the  patient  in  any  illness. 

House  No.  2,  in  which  the  epidemic  of  August  last  took  place, 
is  occupied  by  400  girls;  these  are  divided  into  three  sections. 
"Infant  wing,"  "Girls'  wing,"  and  the  "Domestic  Department," 
the  last  occupying  the  centre  of  the  building,  and  consisting  of  the 
older  girls;  there  is  free  intercommunication  between  the  different 
parts  of  the  house,  but  the  children  do  not  mix.  The  management 
is  under  one  control  for  all  the  five  houses. 

The  support  is  from  voluntary  contributions  and  unsolicited. 
There  is  no  collection,  no  list  of  donors  published,  no  ordinary  in- 
centives to  get  money,  and  these  contributions  come  from  all  parts 
of  the  world;  the  institution  is,  in  fact,  a  standing  monument  of  a 
living  faith  in  God  and  his  promises.  Into  this  part  I  must  not 
further  enter,  though  much  might  be  written  thereon. 

In  the  year  1875,  there  occurred  here  a  sudden  outbreak  of 
typhoid  fever,  confined  to  two  houses  (Nos.  2  and  5);  there  were 


treated  with  Baptisia  in  a  low  dilution,  Gelseminutn  to  allay  rest- 
lessness and  irritation,  and  in  the  after  treatment,  Arsenicum. 

The  well-marked  effect  of  Baptisia  led  me  to  regard  it  as  a 

♦Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review. 
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great  preventive  to  the  exhaustion  generally  found  during  and  af- 
ther  the  course  of  the  disease. 

The  cause  of  this  attack  was  traceable  to  the  children  drinking 
water  from  a  brook  near  the  orphan  houses  when  out  tor  their  usu- 
al country  walk.  Many  were  prostrated  a  few  days  afterward;  and 
the  effects  continued  to  show  themselves  for  five  or  six  weeks,  with 
the  result  I  have  described.  During  the  recent  epidemic,  which  oc- 
curred during  my  absence,  the  cases  were  treated  by  Mr.  Salmon, 
who  has  charge  of  the  health  department,  and  who  adopted  the 
same  plan  of  treatment  that  proved  so  beneficial  in  the  former  epi- 
demic; Dr.  Nicholson,  of  Clifton,  attended  for  me  when  sent  for 
during  my  absence.  There  were  101  cases  all  confined  to  No.  2 
house,  but  strangely  located  as  to  their  distribution,  an  equal  num- 
ber of  children  being  affected  in  either  wing,  those  in  the  middle  or 
domestic  portion  of  the  building  escaping  entirely ;  this  part  is  occu- 
pied by  girls  from  15  to  17  years  old;  one  wing  by  infants  aged 
from  a  few  months  to  children  of  10  years,  and  the  other  wing  by 
girls  from  10  to  16  years  old.  Of  the  101  cases  all  recovered, 
though  in  some  instances  recovery  was  very  taidy. 

For  this  second  epidemic  no  cause  can  be  discovered,  the 
patients  were  all  supplied  from  one  common  source  with  water,milk 
and  bread,  and  other  articles  of  diet,  all  of  which  were  carefully 
tested,  and  their  purity  ascertained,  and  the  affected  were  fed  in 
common  with  the  healthy  and  unaffected. 

From  my  experience  in  the  first  epidemic  1875,  and  the  results 
obtained  in  the  last,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  strongly  urging  on  the 
attention  of  our  body  the  desirability  of  the  free  use  of  Baptisia  in 
typhoid  fever.  I  believe  in  all  cases  it  modifies  the  severity  of  the 
disease,  and  in  many  shortens  its  duration. 

The  very  interesting  paper  on  this  medicine  by  Dr.  Dyce 
Brown,  in  last  month's  Review,  comes  in  very  appropriately  to  the 
subject  in  hand. 

Doubtless  typhoid  fever  is  a  disease  one  would  gladly  obliterate, 
still  from  a  long  course  of  observation  I  find  that  the  results  are 
generally  favorable  to  the  patient.  I  believe  it  is  a  fact,  and  think 
think  the  experience  of  others  will  corroborate  mine,  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  convalescents  from  typhoid  fever  become  more 
healthy  and  stronger  than  before,  and  I  can  point  to  many  instances 
where  children  have  been  very  frail  and  delicate  up  to  the  time  of 
taking  this  fever,  and  after  their  recovery  have  attained  a  much  higher 
standard  of  health.  I  would  even  go  further,  and  say  there  are  few 
who  do  not  benefit  by  it.  I  put  it  2  per  cent,  risk  of  death  on  the 
one  hand,  to  improved  general  condition  of  health  on  the  other. 

I  am,  yours  &c, 

Eubui.us  Williams,  M.  D. 

Clifton,  Nov.  18,  i8Si. 
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ARNICATED  EXTRACT  OF  WITCH  HAZEL* 


BY  A.  P.  THROOP,  M.  D.,  POUGHKEEPSIE,  N.  Y. 

The  appearance  in  the  June  number  of  the  Medical  Times,  of 
Dr.  Oehme's  article,  entitled  "Extract  of  Hamamelis  in  External 
Injuries,"  has  induced  me  to  execute  my  long  delayed  purpose  to 
give  some  clinical  experience  with  a  combination  of  the  two  ex- 
cellent remedies  contrasted  in  Dr.  Oehme's  paper. 

The  preparation  employed  is  the  "Liebig  Company's  Arnicated 
Extract  of  Witch  hazel." 

Case  1.  An  active  young  man  had  badly  sprained  his  ankle 
by  turning  it  on  a  rolling  stone  on  which  he  had  planted  his  nar- 
row, high  heel. 

Some  little  experience,  both  in  ordinary  practice  and  as  Exam- 
iner of  Injuries  for  the  Erie  Railway  Co.,  had  taught  me  not  to 
promise  a  speedy  cure  in  these  cases  and  so  I  gave  the  young  man 
a  guarded  prognosis,  but  used  the  "Arnicated  Witch  Hazel,"  em- 
ploying a  bandage  for  support  and  advising  the  elevation  of  the 
limb  to  a  horizontal  position.  The  swelling  and  pain  began  to  sub- 
side at  once,  and  the  next  day  but  one  the  patient  was  at  his  usual 
business,  nor  was  there  any  further  inconvenience  from  the  sprain 
which  had  given  all  the  signs  of  a  severe  one. 

Case  2.  During  December,  1880,  the  streets  of  our  city  for 
an  unusually  long  period  were  sheeted  with  a  glare  of  ice,  causing 
many  dangerous  falls.  A  gentleman  who  had  met  with  a  second  very 
severe  fall  in  the  same  evening,  sitting  down  so  hard  as  to  make  an 
astronomer  of  him,  (for  he  said  he  saw  stars),  presented  himself  for 
advice,complaining  of  pain  in  the  nates,  small  of  the  back,and  back 
of  the  head  and  neck.  He  was  bathed  along  the  spine  and  about  the 
nates  liberally,  and  a  solution  of  ten  drops  to  the  glass  of  water,  a 
teaspoonful  every  hour,  was  administer^  per  ere.  that  evening  and 
once  in  three  hours  during  the  following  day. 

The  symptoms  of  concussion  of  the  spine  were  speedily  miti- 
gated, and,  though  there  was  something  of  the  secondary  soreness, 
it  was  much  less  than  was  expected,  and  all  ill  effects  of  this  serious 
injury  passed  away  in  a  few  days. 

Case  3.  A  lady  who  would  not  trust  her  servant  to  clean  her 
fine  silverware,  was  accustomed  to  suffer  from  a  lame  right  shoulder 
for  a  week  or  more  after  the  silver  cleaning.  A  liberal  use  of  Ar- 
nicated Witch  Hazel,  with  thorough  friction  in  its  application  on  the 
evening  of  the  day  on  which  the  cleaning  was  done,  obviated  the 
week's  lameness  completely. 

I  have  been  pleased  with  its  use  as  an  evening  lotion  for  those 
afflicted  with  inguinal  hernia  or  varicose  veins. 

— 

*New  York  Medical  Times. 
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This  preparation  I  have  found  to  be  one  of  the  best  local 
ovarian  and  uterine  applications.  Combined  with  glycerine  or  vase- 
line and  applied  directly  to  the  uterine  cervix  by  means  of  a  dossil 
of  prepared  cotton  or  lint,  or  used  as  a  vaginal  injection  in  those 
cases  of  uterine  congestion,  aggravated  by  long  walking  or  standing, 
it  is  a  thousand  times  nearer  a  specific  than  the  everlasting,  indis- 
criminate rut  treatment  of  the  old  school  empirics  with  whom  the 
tincture  of  Iodine  is  as  much  the  fashion  now  as  was  formerly  the 
use  of  Nitric  Acid  or  Nitrate  of  Silver. 

Prepared  as  for  uterine  use,  and  applied  with  the  smeared  little 
finger  or  by  means  of  a  good  pile  applicator,  it  is  almost  a  specific 
for  hemorrhoids  either  external  or  internal. 

Though  some  of  our  ambitious  young  laryngologists  may 
think  I  am  poaching  on  their  stamping  ground,  I  will  hazard  the 
statement  that  nothing  in  the  tannin,  alum  and  mercurial  applica- 
tions, so  common  now,  will  approach  in  efficiency  "Arnicated 
Witch  Hazel"  in  those  cases  of  pharyngitis  characterized  by  venous 
congestion,  indicated  by  the  purple  or  dark  blue  color  of  the  fauces, 
and  those  cases  of  frequently  accompanying  laryngitis  which  are 
aggravated  by  vocal  exercise. 

My  opinion  coincides  with  that  of  Dr.  Hornby,  President  of 
the  Dutchess  County  Horn.  Med.  Society,  who,  at  its  last  meeting, 
in  some  remarks  upon  new  remedies  said :  "My  experience  with 
Arnicated  Witch  Hazel  has  led  me  to  give  it  a  decided  preference 
over  the  tincture  of  Arnica  or  the  Extract  ot  Witch  Hazel  as  it  is 
more  efficacious  than  either  of  them  alone." 

In  all  of  the  instances  given,  though  beneficial  at  all  stages  of 
the  conditions  under  treatment,  the  most  brilliant  results  are  obtained 
where  the  application  has  been  made  early,  and  with  the  most  scru- 
pulous fidelity. 


Veratrum  Viride  and  V.  Album.  (Atner.  your.  Med. 
Sc., from  four.  Anat.  and  Phys^) — Dr.  Oulmont  (Neues  Reperto- 
rium  fur  Pharmacie,  1868,  Bd.  xvii.  Heft.  3,  p.  177)  publishes  some 
interesting  observations  and  experiments  made  on  man,dogs,  rabbits, 
and  frogs,  with  veratrum  viride.  When  small,  non-fatal  doses  were 
given  to  the  lower  animals,  the  symptoms  were  localized  chiefly  in 
the  digestive,  respiratory,  and  circulatory  system,  and  on  the 
general  force.  In  the  digestive  system,  they  consisted  of  nausea,  of 
vomiting,  which  sometimes  lasted  for  twenty  hours,  and  of  diarrhoea. 
If  doses  sufficient  to  cause  death  were  administered,  these  symptoms 
occurred  in  an  excessive  degree,  but  no  signs  of  inflammation  could 
be  discovered.  The  respirations  were  powerfully  affected  at  an 
early  stage;  they  were  sometimes  unequal  and  irregular;  they  were 
sometimes  diminished  in  number  to  two  or  even  one  in  the  minute; 
and  in  frogs  they  were  sometimes  altogether  stopped.    The  rapidity 
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of  the  circulation  was  soon  diminished,  the  pulse  being  often  re- 
duced within  fifteen  minutes  by  from  twenty  to  forty  beats  in  the 
minute.  The  effect  on  the  temperature  was  somewhat  less  marked. 
It  falls  two,  three  or  five  degrees  in  from  an  hour  and  a  half  to  two 
hours,  and  it  may  remain  at  this  reduced  point  as  long  as  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  hyposthenic  action  is  nearly  immediately  produced, 
and  the  weakness  and  sinking  of  the  general  force  are  prominent 
effects  of  large  doses;  but  even  when  these  are  sufficient  to  cause 
death,  neather  muscular  stiffness  nor  convulsions  ever  occur.  The 
latter  symptoms,  however,  are  the  special  characteristics  of  the  ac- 
tion of  Veratria.  For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  Oulmont  exam- 
ined the  action  of  Veratrum  album,  He  found  that  it  is  distinguish- 
ed from  that  of  V.  viride  by  the  greater  violence  of  its  effects  on 
the  digestive  system,  where  it  always  produces  inflammatory  lesions, 
and  by  the  greater  rapidity  of  its  action.  Finally,  the  action  of  the 
alkaloid  Veratria  was  investigated  with  the  somewhat  unexpected 
result,  that  it  is  not  the  true  active  principle  of  Veratrum.  Some 
V.  viride  was  completely  freed  from  the  alkaloid,  and  an  ordinary 
dose  given  to  an  animal;  the  effects  were  in  all  respects  the  same  as 
those  of  the  usual  preparations.  Oulmont  concludes  that  Veratrum 
viride  is  a  cardiac  poison  analogous  to  digitalis,  from  which  it  is  dis- 
tinguished by  its  extraordinary  rapidity  of  action.  The  investiga- 
tion is  of  special  interest  as,  until  now,  a  considerable  amount  of  un- 
certainty has  existed  as  to  its  exact  physiological  action. 


"Proof  ok  the  Pudding  is  in  the  Eating." — The  old  ad- 
age makes  a  happy  hit  occasionally — in  this  case  our  leading  phys- 
icians trying  the  intrinsic  value  of  a  preparation  on  themselves  be- 
fore recommending  it  to  their  patients.  Dr.  A.  M.  Powell,  Cataw- 
ba, N.  C,  Dr.  Howard  S.  Paine,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  numbers  of 
others  write  that  they  have  tried  Powell's  Beef,  Cod  Liver  Oil 
and  Pepsin  (a  superior  food  tonic,  nutritive  and  digestive),  on 
themselves  with  most  beneficial  results,  and  recommend  it  with 
pleasure  to  others. — Bulletin. 


Caladium  Seguinum.  {British  your.  Horn.,  xiii.) — Little 
use  of  this  has  been  made  by  homoeopaths,  or  by  any  other  school. 
The  negroes  knew  of  its  powerful  action  upon  the  genital  organs. 
They  use  it  to  produce  impotency,  from  motives  of  revenge  or 
hatred.  It  has  been  used  for  itching  of  the  vulva  from  pruritis  or 
eruptions. 

CJljThe  Caladium  seguinum  is  of  the  natural  family  of  the  aroidece, 
same  family  as  Arum  macu latum.  It  grows  in  India  where  its  acrid 
and  irritating  juice  has  the  reputation  of  curing  gout  and  rheuma- 
tism. It  depresses  the  functions  of  the  genital  organs.  It  has  been 
used  successfully  in  pruritus  vulvae  by  Dr.  Scholz. 
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LACERATION  OF  THE  PERINEUM  OF  THIRTY- 
THREE  YEARS'  DURATION. 


LAW  SON    T  A  I  T's    OPERATION.  CURE. 


Reported  by  Dr.  Ludlam  to  The  Clinique. 

Case — .  Mrs.  ,  aged  fifty-five,  wan  sent  to  the  Hahne- 
mann Hospital  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Gibbon,  of  Chariton,  Iowa.  She  had 
had  eight  children,  the  eldest  of  which  was  thirty-three  years,  and 
the  youngest  twenty  years  old.  Her  first  labor  was  a  footling  case, 
and  the  child  was  born  at  the  end  of  four  days  and  nights  of  labor 
under  the  direction,  or  misdirection,  of  a  country  midwife.  During 
the  last  two  days  of  this  prolonged  labor,  the  patient  was  in  an  un- 
conscious condition.  The  delivery  was  finally  accomplished  by 
pulling  the  child  forcibly  away.  The  consequence  was  that  the 
perineum  suffered  a  complete  rupture,  it  being  torn  through  the 
sphincter,  and  through  the  recto-vaginal  septum  to  the  extent  of 
two  inches  or  more. 

Since  that  time,  she  has  had  seven  more  children,  each  of  the 
labors  lasting  from  two  to  three  clays  and  nights.  In  the  whole 
thirty-three  years  she  has  had  absolutely  no  control  over  the  escape 
of  the  faeces,  or  of  flatus  from  the  bowel. 

The  operation  was  set  for  October  0,  1881.  The  patient  was 
put  under  the  influence  of  ether,  and  Class  No.  2  was  admitted  to 
the  operating  room. 

There  were  also  present  Prof.  Comstock,  of  St.  Louis;  Dr.  H. 
N.  Keener,  of  Princeton,  and  Drs.  Dewey,  Hislop  and  Reynolds. 
On  careful  examination,  the  perineal  tissues  were  so  atrophied  and 
shrunken  that  the  perineal  body  could  not  be  found.  The  lacera- 
tion was  V  shaped,  and  its  margins  were  of  the  same  thickness 
from  the  apex  in  the  recto-vaginal  septum  to  the  base  of  the  wound. 
Consequently ,there  was  no  surface  which  could  be  freshened  as  in  the 
usual  mode  of  making  the  operation  of  perineorrhaphy;  and  the 
retraction  of  the  parts  forbade  the  removal  of  tissue,  which  could 
not  be  spared  in  bringing  the  lips  of  the  wound  together. 

Under  these  peculiar  circumstances,  I  determined  to  perform 
Lawson  Tail's  operation  as  the  only  expedient  which  promised  a 
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successful  result.  The  incision  was  made  very  carefully  and  freely ; 
the  hemorrhage  was  controlled  by  hot- water.  The  quadruple 
suture  was  passed  with  Mathieu's  tubular  needle;  the  rectal  and 
vaginal  flaps  were  adjusted  carefully ;  a  flexible  catheter  was  left  in 
the  anus,  and  the  patient  put  carefully  to  bed  with  the  knees  tied 
in  the  usual  way. 

The  rectum  and  the  vagina  were  washed  out  each  day  by  small 
injections  of  tepid  water,  containing  a  little  Carbolic  acid  and  Calen- 
dula. The  diet  was  laxative  but  nourishing,  and  no  effort  was  made 
to  lock  the  bowels.  Portions  of  soft,  faecal  matter  were  discharged 
with  the  injections  occasionally;  but  the  nurse  observed  that  from  the 
first  no  part  of  the  injection  ever  passed  through  the  wound  from 
the  rectum  into  the  vagina,  or  vice  versa.  The  urine  was  regularly 
drawn  with  a  flexible  catheter.  The  sutures  were  removed  on  the 
twelfth  day,  when,  upon  passing  my  finger  into  the  a»us,  the 
sphincter  grasped  it  quite  firmly.  The  patient  stated  very  frankly 
that  for  the  first  time  in  thirty-three  years,  she  had  been  able  to  con- 
trol the  escape  of  flatus  from  the  bowel,  and  the  natural  sensation  of 
the  parts  had  returned.  Two  days  later,  the  colon  had  been  emptied 
by  thorough  enemata,  and  the  patient  felt  so  well  that  she  wanted 
to  go  home. 

October  27,  just  three  weeks  from  the  date  of  th«  operation, 
she  was  discharged  cured,  and  left  the  hospital  for  her  home  in  Mis- 
souri. 


Listerism.  (Nezv  England  Medical  Gazette?) — At  one  of 
the  meetings  at  the  International  Medical  Congress  for  1881,  held 
in  London  during  the  month  of  August,  "Listerism"  was  under 
discussion,  after  the  reading  of  a  paper  by  Spencer  Wells.  Prof. 
Keith,  one  of  the  speakers  on  this  subject,  has  a  world  wide  reputa- 
tion, not  only  as  a  warm  disciple  of  Lister,  but  as  illustrating  by  his 
remarkable  success  in  ovariotomy,  more  than  any  other  surgeon, 
the  value  of  the  antiseptic  or  Listerian  method.  His  few,  slowly 
uttered  words  had  somewhat  the  effect  of  a  bomb  on  the  minds  of 
his  hearers;  for  he  assured  them  that  for  several  months  he  had 
"abandoned  the  antiseptic  treatment  altogether."  He  had  eighty 
successive  recoveries  under  Lister's  method,  which  in  itself  was  a 
wonderful  showing;  but  out  of  the  next  twenty-five  cases  he  lost 
seven.  One  died  of  acute  septicaemia  in  spite  of  the  most  thorough 
antiseptic  precautions,  three  of  "unquestionable  carbolic-actid  poi- 
soning," and  one  of  renal  hemorrhage.  He  said  out  of  the  eighty 
successful  cases,  many  came  to  near  dying;  that  a  large  number  got 
a  high  temperature — 105°,  106°,  107°  Fahrenheit — the  evening  fol- 
lowing the  operation:  "but,"  said  he,  "they  happened  to  pull 
through."  He  then  said  that  for  the  past  four  months,  he  had 
abandoned  the   antiseptic  method,  relied  upon  perfect  cleanliness, 
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care  in  controlling  hemorrhage,  and  thorough  drainage;  and  his 
cases  were  giving  him  much  less  trouble,  with  more  satisfactory  re- 
sults. Then  Prof.  Keith  stopped  for  a  few  moments,  as  if  realizing 
that  the  whole  world  of  surgery  was  awaiting  his  utterances.  It 
was  an  interval  of  complete  silence,  but  of  intense  excitement.  He 
soon  raised  his  head  toward  his  audience,  saying,  "Gentlemen,  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  these  statements,  for  they  are  true/" 
and  seated  himself. 


Rules  for  Use  of  Pessaries. — (Maryland  Med.  Journal.) 
By  Dr.  Paul  F.  Munde. 

First,  be  sure  of  the  diagnosis. 

Always  replace  the  uterus  before  applying  a  pessary. 

Never  insert  a  pessary  when  there  is  evidence  by  the  touch  of 
inflammation  of  the  uterus  or  adnexa,  or  when  pressure  with  the 
finger  on  the  spot  where  the  pessary  is  to  rest  gives  decided  pain. 

Choose  an  indestructible  instrument,  (exceptions  in  prolapsus). 

First  measure  the  vagina  and  let  the  pessary  correspond  exactly 
with  it. 

The  finger  should  be  able  to  pass  between  the  vagina  and  the 
pessary  when  the  latter  is  in  situ. 

Remove  the  pessary  as  soon  as  it  gives  pain. 

Examine  the  patient  on  her  feet  after  introducing  the  pessary. 

Always  tell  a  patient  that  she  has  a  pessary  in  her  vagina. 

Tell  the  patient  to  return  in  one  week  for  examination,  and  she 
should  be  seen  every  four  to  eight  weeks. 

Do  not  introduce  a  pessary  which  the  patient  cannot  remove 
herself. 

Let  the  patient  use  daily  vaginal  injections. 

Let  superincumbent  pressure  be  relieved  by  support  for  the 
skirts,  and  in  ante- displacements,  add  a  supra-pubic  pad. 


Antiseptic  Method. — There  has  been  some  talk  of  late  in 
relation  to  the  abandonment  of  the  antiseptic  procedure.  Dr.  Phil 
Porter,  of  Detroit,  now  in  Vienna  writes  us  that  Prof.  Lister  has 
not  given  it  up,  and  that  it  is  being  carried  out  more  thoroughly 
than  ever. 


Physostigma  Venosum.  (Ordeal  Bean,  Calabar  Bean.) — 
Interesting  experiments  in  a  case  of  poisoning  with  this  drug  are 
given  in  the  British  Horn.  Review,  Vol.  VIII,  p.  623,  with  other 
statements  concerning  it. 
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E.  A.  LODGE,  SEN'R,  M.  D.,  DETROIT,  MICH.,  GENERAL  EDITOR. 

DYNAMIZATION. 


BY  ELDRIDGE  C.  PRICE,  M.  D.,  BALTIMORE,  MD. 

"He  who,  outside  of  pure  mathematics,  pronounces  the  word  impossible, 

lacks  prudence." — Arago. 

That  there  are  in  our  school  of  medicine  three  distinct  divisions, 
is  a  fact  which  it  is  useless  any  longer  to  deny.  For  many  years 
there  were  but  two:  the  materialists  and  dynamists,  or  homceopath- 
ists  proper.  Later  in  the  history  of  homoeopathy,  as  a  branch  from 
the  latter,  another  sect  grew  into  being,  composed  of  those  individ- 
uals who  believe  in  the  exclusive  use  of  very  high  potencies,  and 
even  the  preparations  of  Fincke  and  Swan;  this  class  we  have 
called  altissimo-dilutionists,  or  altissimists. 

Of  the  materialists  a  description  is  needless,  we  are  all  perfectly 
familiar  with  their  principles  through  the  writings  of  such  worthy 
representatives  as  H.  M.  Paine,  M.  D.,  and  H.  W.  Taylor,  M.  D. 
The  opinions  of  materialism  and  altissimism  are  constantly  brought 
into  violent  contact,  and  in  consequence  a  disturbance  of  equilibrium 
results  with  both  parties,  followed  by  an  undignified  exchange  of 
epithets,  such  as  "mongrel,"  "hybrid,"  "bottle-washers,"  etc.  Some 
of  the  characteristics  of  the  altissimists  are  an  abhorrence  of  low  po- 
tencies, local  applications,  and  frequent  repetition  of  doses;  the  ma- 
terialists are  more  or  less  characterized  by  scepticism;  both  are  prone 
to  reason  a  priori,  and  as  a  consequence  are  more  or  less  intolerant 
of  alien  beliefs. 

During  the  last  few  years  it  has  been  the  fashion  of  the  two  ex- 
treme factions  to  admit  of  no  intermediate  class,  and  when  an 
opinion  was  opposed  to  materialism,  its  author  was  nolens  voltns 
awarded  a  seat  with  the  altissimists,  and  when  a  writer  disagreed 
with  the  views  of  the  latter  class,  he  was  frowned  down  as  a 
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"mongrel"  and  relegated  to  materialism;  and  so  the  unfortunates 
who  could  not  accept  the  creed  of  either  extreme  were  compelled 
to  wander  without  the  pale  of  sectarian  classification,  as  publicans 
and  sinners,  viewed  askance  by  both  Pharisees  and  Sadducees. 
These  outcasts  have  said  very  little  about  their  condition,  but  have 
silently,  with  few  exceptions,  adhered  to  their  principles. 

* 

These  "peculiar  people"  we  have  named  dynamists,  and  on  a 
venture  will  call  them  rational  homoeopaths.  They  are  the  men 
not  bound  by  a  creed  of  man's  making,  who  consider  that  the  one 
thing  esential  in  the  practice  of  medicine  is  the  application  of  the 
therapeutic  law  of  cure.  They  use  low  potencies  or  high  accord- 
ing to  individual  experience,  and,  do  not  anathematize  other  men  be- 
cause of  a  difference  of  opinion.  One  of  their  aims  is  to  win  converts 
tot  he  law  of  similars  and  not  to  any  particular  -potency  creed. 

The  dynamists  are  open  to  conviction  and  do  not  reason 
a  -priori,  but  believe  in  the  strict  inductive  method  of  philosophy  of 
Bacon  and  of  Hahnemann.  They  have  been  convinced  by  demon- 
stration that  the  30th  potency  will  cure,  and  that  cures  sometimes 
follow  the  administration  of  much  higher  potencies.  This  they 
consider  to  be  a  fact,  but  because  they  believe  it,  they  do  not  consid- 
er this  sufficient  reason  for  speaking  harshly  of  those  who  doubt  it. 
They  say,  "try  it  and  see,  we  were  sceptical  too  until  experience 
dispelled  our  doubts." 

The  dynamists  do  not  like  to  be  ridiculed;  that  is  human  na- 
ture; they  do  not  relish  having  their  beliefs  considered  as  mere  hy- 
potheses and  supplanted  by  systems  of  sophistry  superficially  plaus- 
ible. Human  nature  would  resent  such  an  indignity;  science  re- 
sents nothing,  but  stands  far  above  petty  passions,  and  calmly  turns 
the  clear  light  of  honest  investigation  upon  all  theories,  and  the 
truth  is  known. 

Knowing  this  fact  the  dynamists  do  not  fear  an  examination  of 
their  belief. 

For  this  class  of  physicians  we  do  not  insist  upon  the  name 
"dynamists,"  we  may  call  them  medical  philosophers,  or  simply, 
physicians;  the  term  is  immaterial,  but  really  we  prefer  the  last,  and 
should  use  it  did  all  people  interpret  and  apply  it  according  to  ita 
meaning. 
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The  cognomen,  "dynamists,"  is  used  because  it  is  intended  to 
convey  the  idea  that  this  class  believes  in  the  use  of  medicinal  force 
which  is  capable  of  a  perpetuation  through  unknown  degrees  of 
potentization.  That  this  force  may  be  held  in  drugs  as  a  latency, 
which  is  through  dilution  and  succussion  awakened  into  activity, 
and  which  accompanies  matter  to  its  infinite  divisibility,  as  an  in- 
divisible part  of  the  drug,  or  that  it  may  be  an  intangible  dynamis 
bearing  healing  power  upon  its  etherial  wings,  drawn  from  its  ma- 
terial drug  body,  and  capable  of  development  beyond  the  divisibil- 
ity of  matter,  the  dynamists  do  not  know,  neither  does  any  one  else, 
but  they  rather  incline  to  the  former  hypothesis,  because  the  limit  of 
divisibility  of  matter  has  never  yet  been  discovered. 

Attempts  to  disprove  the  possibility  of  dynamization  have  been 
repeatedly  made  from  the  time  Hahnemann  advanced  the  theory, 
but  no  practically  demonstrable  argument  has  yet  been  advanced. 

Having  failed  to  show  cause  why  frictional  subdivision  of  mat- 
ter may  not  develope  a  vital  force  latent  in  the  crude  drug,  the  ma- 
terialists, or  more  properly,  a  materialist,  has  advanced  an  entirely 
new  line  of  argument.  Superficially  the  argument  seems  plausible, 
a  careful  investigation  however,  proves  the  conclusions  to  be  drawn 
from  false  premises.* 

Before  entering  upon  a  consideration  of  this  new  theory — to 
prevent  a  misunderstanding  of  our  position — we  wish  it  to  be  known 
that  our  personal  belief  about  dynamization  will  not  enter,  as  an  el- 
ement, into  the  subject,  simply  because  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  a 
logical  review  of  the  matter. 

The  originality  of  the  argument  is  in  the  admission  of  an  indi- 
vidual dynamis,  an  entity  entirely  independent  of  frictional  subdi- 
vision of  matter.  The  author  says  of  this  dynamis:  "It  is  an  ele- 
ment of  force,  developed  by  agitating  the  contents  of  the  vials, 
which  contents  have  no  bearing  upon  the  disease  to  be  treated." 

Now  let  us  attempt  an  analysis : 

If  the  development  of  this  force  is  the  result  of  agitating  the 
contents  of  any  vial  then  drug  presence  has  nothing  to  do  with 

*N.  Y.  Medical  Times,  Nov.  1881,  p.  239:  "Classification  of  clinical 
cases  into  Homoeopathic  and  Dynamic.  Is  Dynamic  Practice  Homoeopathic? 
H.  M.  Paine,  M.  D. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1882]  DYN  AM  IZ  ATION.  95 

evolving  a  dynamis,  and  by  shaking  a  bottle  of  water  or  alcohol  it 
may  be  generated. 

Assuming  this  to  be  true,  then  dynamization  begins  even  in  the 
tincture  if  it  be  succussed,  and  proceeds  through  the  various  stages 
of  dilution — accompanied  always  by  succession — up  to  infinity. 

This  "element  of  force"  is  reduced  in  quality  nine  or  ninety- 
nine  fold  with  every  step  of  dilution,  but  as  succussion  reproduces  it, 
the  dynamis  will  at  least  be  as  great  at  the  last  stage  of  dilution  as 
when  first  generated. 

Dr.  Paine  is  therefore  correct  in  his  conclusion  that  this  dy- 
namis is  not  lost,  so  far  as  the  point  has  been  tested. 

We  have  followed  the  author  in  his  argument,  and  assuming 
his  premises  to  be  correct,  agree  with  him  thus  far;  but  from  this 
point  we  have  discovered  certain  flaws  which  prove  the  theory  illog- 
ical and  untenable. 

A  short  time  ago  Dr.  H.  R.  Arndt  presented  to  the  Mich. 
Horn.  Med.  Society,  certain  interesting  statistics  of  cures,  wherein 
60  per  cent,  of  the  cases  reported  were  cured  by  preparations  from 
the  crude  drug  to  the  12th  potency,  inclusive,  the  remaining  40  per 
cent,  of  cures  resulting  from  the  13th,  as  Dr.  Jones  says,  "heaven- 
ward. This  40  per  cent,  of  cures  Dr.  Paine  accepts;  but  considers 
the  benefit  due  to  the  independent  dynamis,  his  "element  of  force," 
thereby  acknowledging  that  that  this  dynamis  does  act  upon  human 
vitality. 

And  now  comes  the  crucial  test  of  the  theory: 

This  "element  of  force"  is  most  frequently  generated  from 
either  alcohol  or  water,  its  field  of  action  therefore,  cannot  be  very 
extended,  because  it  must  have  some  few  individual  characteristics^ 
is  the  case  with  all  other  remedial  agents.  (Do  not  forget  that  Dr. 
Paine  believes  it  to  be  unimportant  from  what  liquid  this  dynamis 
is  evolved.) 

This  "element  of  force"  is  no  longer  an  unknow  n  quantity,  it 
has  become  a  definite  thing,  and  must  possess  an  identity  pecu- 
liarly its  own,  and  therefore,  when  it  does  act  it  must  always  pro- 
duce the  same  results,  i.  e.  cure  the  same  symptoms. 

Unfortunately,  however,  for  the  integrity  of  Dr.  Paine's  theory, 
this  is  not  the  case,  for  when  Belladonna  was  indicated,  the  men- 
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fetruum  containing  what  some  considered  the  30th  potency  of 
Bellad.,  was  given,  and  the  morbid  symptoms  disappeared;  so  it  was 
with  the  presumed  high  potencies  of  other  drugs. 

If  this  dynamis  alone,  cured  Dr.  Arndt's  40  per  cent,  of  cases, 
it  is  a  remedial  agent  possessed  of  greater  versatility  of  power  than 
any  other  in  our  materia  medica.  If  it  did  not  cure,  then  I  leave 
Dr.  Paine  to  tell  us  what  did  cure. 

Before  carefully  examining  the  new  theory,  we  may  make  the 
following  deductions : 

1st.    Dynamization  is  possible. 

2d.  The  agitation  of  a  vial  containing  any  liquid,  will  develop 
an  "element  of  force,"  or  dynamis. 

3d.    This  dynamis  may  make  40  per  cent,  of  all  possible  cures. 

4th.  This  dynamis — which  may  be  generated  from  water,  al- 
eohol  or  any  other  liquid — is  the  most  valuable  remedy  possessed 
in  the  materia  medica. 

After  carefully  examining  the  theory  we  conclude  as  follows: 
1st.    Dynamization  is  possible. 

2d.  The  agitation  of  a  vial  containing  a  liquid  awakens  some 
latent  power — or  drug  property — (which  may  be  simply  the  result 
of  a  minute  subdivision  of  the  drug,or  it  may  be  an  intangible  force) 
characteristic  of  the  drug  from  which  it  is  generated,  which  may  be 
called  "dynamis." 

3d.  This  dynamis  will  only  cure  when  given  for  symptoms 
similar  to  those  producible  by  the  drug  it  represents,  or  some  prep- 
aration— i.  e.  potency- -of  this  drug. 

4th.  This  dynamis — which  may  be  generated  by  frictional 
subdivision  of  matter — is  only  efficacious  in  proportion  to  its  homoe- 
opathic indication. 

That  these  high  potencies  do  act,  in  some  instances  at  least,  has 
been  abundantly  proven  by  Dr.  R.  R.  Gregg  in  his  little  work  upon 
Diphtheria.  He  states  that  in  a  practice  of  fifteen  years,  he  has 
treated  between  three  and  four  hundred  cases,  with  a  few  doses  per 
case,  of  the  indicated  remedy  in  the  30th  or  200th  potency,  and  even 
higher — a  great  many  cases  receiving  but  one  dose — and  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  case. 
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Again  I  will  trouble  Dr.  Paine :  Were  Dr.  Gregg's  cases  cured 
under  the  new  hypothesis,  i.  e.  by  a  dynamic  entity ;  by  the  indi- 
cated remedy  represented  in  the  potency  used ;  or  did  they  recover 
from  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae  P 

Our— or  more  properly  Dr.  Paine's— dilemma  has  three  horns 
upon  either  of  which  he  may  impale  himself. 

That  the  high  potencies  act  homoeopathically,  has  been  denied; 
the  questioner  says:  "Those  who  adhere  to  the  use  of  material 
dose*  reject  dynamic  practice,  because  they  are  convinced  that  these 
cures  are  brought  about  by  forces  other  than  homoeopathic." 

This  postulate  is  made  upon  nebulous  premises. 

If  homoeopathy  does  not  produce  such  cures,  it  is  Dr.  Paine's 
business  to  show  the  "forces  other  than  homoeopathic,"  that  he 
claims  do  cure. 

Dr.  Paine  may  possibly  be  allured  by  its  superficial  aspect  to 
adopt  the  hypothesis  offered  by  some  of  his  fellow  sectarians,  that 
these  high  potencies  will  not  produce  the  symptoms  similar  to  those 
they  are  given  to  cure,  and  are  therefore  not  homoeopathic.  To  ac- 
cept this  it  is  necessary  to  reject  the  fact  that  a  diseased  organ  or 
tissue  is  more  readily  affected  by  a  force,  and  that  imponderable 
agents  whose  influence  may  readily  be  resisted  in  health,  often  pro- 
duce serious  trouble  when  a  disturbed  vital  equilibrium  exists. 

We  are  not  more  ready  to  receive  theories  unproved  than  the 
majority  of  men  -possibly  than  Dr.  Paine  himself— but  when  we 
are  convinced  that  a  theory  is  based  upon  a  fact  or  facts,  we  need 
more  than  a  mere  hypothesis  to  shake  our  faith  in  it.  When  an 
alien  belief  conflicts  with  our  own  we  are  always  inclined  to  com- 
parison and  criticism,  for  the  truth's  sake.  We  have  dealt  fairly 
and  justly  with  this  new  theory,  and  in  our  opinion  find  it  an  error. 
Our  experience  verified  by  that  of  others,  has  given  an  unshaken 
confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  high  potencies,  and  no  hypothesis 
has  yet  disproved  the  practical  facts  of  experience,  or  proved  our 
theory  illogical.  But  if  there  is  any  plausible  reason  for  a  disbelief 
in  the  action  of  high  potencies  which  has  never  been  published,  we 
will  be  pleased  to  hear  it. 

In  conclusion  I  will  refer  to  an  argument  used  by  Dr.  Paine  to 

7 


Digitized  by  Google 


98  American  observer.  [February 

prove  "the  absolutely  rotten  and  untenable  foundation  of  the  tkeory 
of  a\ynamization,"  as  accepted  by  the  dynamists:  The  author  calls 
attention  to  what  he  considers  "Hahnemann's  own  testimony  against 
dynamization."  This  he  finds  in  the  Organon,  paragraph  270  and 
the  foot-note  following.  The  part  of  the  foot-note  quoted  reads  as 
follows:  "I  dissolved  a  grain  of  natron  in  half  an  ounce  of  a  mix- 
ture of  water  and  a  little  alcohol,  poured  the  solution  into  a  vial, 
which  was  thereby  filled  two-thirds,  and  shook  it  uninterruptedly 
for  half  an  hour.  By  this  agitation  the  fluid  attained  an  energy 
equal  to  that  of  the  thirtieth  dilution." 

That  this  was  Hahnemann's  belief  we  cannot  reasonably  doubt, 
but  Hahnemann  was  a  man  and  therefore  was  fallible;  hence  this 
particular  belief  does  not  effect  the  probability  or  improbability  of 
the  theory  of  potentization. 

If  the  truth  of  the  law  of  cure  depended  upon  the  perfection 
of  the  philosophy  of  any  one  man,  I  very  much  fear  homoeopathy 
would  have  been  buried  by  Hufeland. 

We  cannot  accept  all  the  theories  in  the  Organon  unquestioned, 
because  their  author  was  fallible.  We  respect  the  memory  and 
reverence  the  profundity  of  the  great  discoverer  of  the  law  of 
therapeutics,  but  we  do  not  worship  him. 

Dr.  Paine  reasons  as  though  Hahnemann  was  the  father  of  the 
presumable  fact  of  drug  dynamization,  and  that  the  believers  in  it 
accept  the  theory  because  of  its  paternity. 

If  dynamization  is  a  fact,  it  is  one  of  nature's  truths,  the  dem- 
onstration of  which  was  possible  by  the  first  created  man. 

The  writer  in  the  limes  has  proved  nothing  against  this 
theory. 

Those  materialists  who  may  chance  to  read  our  argument,  may 
possibly  accuse  us  of  having  offered  no  substantial  proof  of  the 
dynamists'  theory  of  the  action  of  high  potencies. 

To  these  critics  we  will  say  that  such  was  not  our  intention  ; 
our  purpose  was  simply  to  analyze  Dr.  Paine's  hypothesis  and  ascer- 
tain its  claims  upon  our  respect  and  credulity. 

This  we  have  done,  and  willingly  leave  our  critics  to  be  our 
udges. 
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High-strung  Medical  Ethics.  {New  England  Medical 
Gazette.) — According  to  the  immutable  laws  of  the  Spanish  court, 
no  one  but  a  Spanish  physician  can  attend  a  queen  of  Spain. 
When  the  illness  of  the  late  beloved  Queen  Mercedes  becames  des- 
perate, her  doctors  called  in  their  German  colleague  in  consultation, 
but  told  him  he  must  prescribe  for  the  queen  without  seeing  her,  on 
only  their  report  of  the  symptoms  and  general  condition.  Dr.  Kis- 
bert  declared  that  il  was  essential  for  him  to  examine  the  patient  be- 
fore he  could  indicate  what  remedies  would  be  efficacious.  That, 
however,  could  on  no  account  be  permitted.  He  then  suggested 
that  he  might  be  allowed  to  see  her  through  some  open  door  or 
window,  without  approaching  her,  or  even  entering  the  sick-room. 
That  concession,  too,  was  refused.  "Then,  gentlemen,  I  can  do 
nothing,"  was  his  reply.  "I  am  willing  to  prescribe,  but  can  hard- 
ly do  so  with  good  effect  without  personally  inspecting  the  patient." 
He  wrote  a  prescription  and  left  the  palace.  Three  days  later  the 
fair  young  queen  was  dead ;  but  the  laws  of  Spanish  court  etiquette 
remained  intact. 


Contradicting  THE  Insane. — It  is  well  known  that  the  in- 
sane cannot  brook  contradiction.  And  there  is  a  popular  notion 
that  it  is  no  harm  to  tell  a  lunatic  anything,  but  this  is  a  species  of 
cruelty  that  should  never  be  permitted.  Just  as  soon  as  an  insane 
person  discovers  that  you  are  untruthful  your  influence  upon  him 
for  good  is  at  an  end.  The  Springfield  Republican  says  that  among 
the  inmates  of  a  Western  insane  asylum  is  a  man  who  is  often  per- 
fectly sensible,  and  when  accosted  at  such  times  causes  visitors  to 
wonder  why  he  is  confined  there.  This  inmate  entered  into  con- 
versation the  other  day  with  a  caller  whose  dress  proclaimed  him  a 
clergyman.  Said  the  madman,  "It  was  too  bad,  was  it  not,  the 
killing  of  Grant  at  Chicago?"  "It  was,"  said  the  minister,  who 
followed  the  accepted  custom  of  assenting  to  the  statements  of  lunatics 
for  peace  sake.  "Hayes  was  assassinated  at  Cincinnati,  was  he  not?" 
again  asked  the  lunatic.  "Yes,"  replied  the  clergyman.  "And  was  not 
Queen  Victoria  murdered  in  her  palace?"  To  this  query  from  the 
madman,  the  clerical  visitor  once  more  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
The  lunatic  named  one  after  another  a  dozen  living  royal  personages, 
all  of  whom  the  clergyman  was  led  to  admit  had  been  put  out  of 
the  way.  Finishing  this  criticism,  the  madman  turned  on  the 
clergyman  and  said  fiercely,  "Your  dress  shows  you  are  a  minister, 
but  you  are  the  worst  liar  I  ever  met." 


Skeleton  Leaves. — The  professors  of  anatomy  at  Naples, 
in  1645  first  conceived  the  idea  of  making  leaf  skeletons  by  decom- 
position. Frederick  Ruvsch,  a  Dutchman,  improved  the  process  in 
1708. 


•  •  •* 
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"THEY  ARE  COMING"  SURELY  COMING. 

That  is  the  adherents  of  that  fossilized  and  venerable  thins: 
called  "regular  practice  of  medicine,"  are  coming  to  recognize  the 
inevitable  and  become  imitators  (base  imitations,  too)  of  homoeo- 
pathic physicians.  As  proof  of  this  I  have  just  ceased  reading  (to 
begin  this  writing)  a  circular  from  the  old  established  drug  house  of 
Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  commending  their  new  med- 
icines called  (to  disguise  the  semblance)  "parvules,"  meaning  little 
medicines.  The  author  and  compiler  takes  great  pains  to  inform  the 
reader  in  several  places  that  it  is  not  catering  to  homoeopathy  other- 
wise we  would  be  apt  to  think  that  they  had  learned  from  some 
homoeopathic  author,  that  "minimum  doses  of  Corr.  subl.  (Merc, 
corr.  ?)  are  very  efficacious  in  certain  forms  of  diarrhoea,especially  con- 
sisting of  mucous  stools,"  "Nux.  vom.  administered  in  small  doses  is 
possessed  of  real  curative  power  in  sick  headache  with  gastric  catarrh," 
etc.,  etc.  Then  in  regard  to  why,  the  author  says,  "On  the  princi- 
ple so  far  as  is  known  of  actual  experience,"  "this  is  all  we  know 
about  it,"  and  "the  frequent  repetition  of  the  small  dose  will  be  in 
direct  ratio  to  the  acute  or  chronic  character  of  the  complaint,"  and 
this  innovation,too,endorsed  by  Geo.  P.  Rex,  M.  D.,  of  Reaville,  N.  J., 
a  40-years  practitioner  et  cum  multis  aliis — G.  F.  Meeser,  M.  D., 
Philadelphia,  conceding  that  it  is  necessary  to  compete  with  hom- 
oeopathy in  giving  easy  and  palatable  medicines,  but  he  too  disclaim- 
ing that  in  giving  ^  gr.  of  Nux.  vom.,  or  ^  gr.  Sulph.  morph. 
they  are  countenancing  homoeopathy.    Yet  it  moves ! 

Niles,  Ohio,  Jan.  10, 1882.  Z.  W.  Shepherd. 


Common. — It  is  told  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  the  statement  is 
kighly  characteristic,  that  he  once  rebuked  his  daughter  for 
calling  something  vulgar.  "My  love,"  he  said,  "you  speak  like  a 
very  young  lady;  do  you  know,  after  all,  the  meaning  of  this  word 
vulgar?  'Tis  only  common;  nothing  that  is  common,  except 
wickedness,  can  deserve  to  be  spoken  of  in  a  tone  of  contempt;  and 
when  you  have  lived  to  my  years,  you  will  be  disposed  to  agree 
with  me  in  thanking  God  that  nothing  really  worth  having  or  car- 
ing ^bout  in  th:s  world  is  uncommon? 

.  • . 
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PROF.  CLIFFORD  MITCHELL,  A.  B.,  M.  I).,  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  EDITOR. 


STATISTICAL  RESEARCHES 

UPON  THE  INFLUENCE  OF   PARTURITION  ON  MORTALITY. 


CLIFFORD   MITCHELL,   M.  D. 


Poincare  has  published  (Annales  d'  hygiene,Dec.  1881)  the  fol- 
lowing tables: 

NO.  1. 

Influence  of  number  of  children  upon  the  duration  of  life: 


No.  of  mothers. 

iNo.  of 
children 
each. 

Average  length 
of  life. 

124  

•  ••••  ]**••• 

 56 — 65  vears. 

69  

•   ••••      SI  •  •  •  ■  m 

 53—84  « 

44  

•  •«••  3 . . » . . 

 57—84  « 

44  

4 

 60—81  " 

28  

»  *  ■  *  •   0  ■  •  •  •  • 

 60 

12  

•    •   •   •   *           ft  •  •  •  ■ 

 67    40  « 

11  

7 

 64—72  « 

7  

•  •  •  •  •  8  >  •  •  *  • 

 55—42  « 

4  

Q 

•    ••••  €/••••• 

 65—75  « 

2  

 10  

 80 

2  

•  ....  11  ....  • 

 47 

1  

 13  

 63 

1  

 15  

 60  « 

In  other  words  the  number  of  accouchements  would  not  appear 

♦ 

to  exert  a  very  marked  or  constant  influence  upon  the  length  of  a 
woman's  life. 
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NO.  2. 

Influence  of  parturition  upon  age  at  time  of  death: 


[February 


MARRIED 
WOMEN. 


WITH 
CHILDREN. 


WITHOUT 
CHILDREN. 


15  to  20  years , 


20  "30 
30  "40 
40  "  50 
50  «  60 
60  "  70 
70  "  80 
80  "90 
90  «  100  " 


44 


44 
4( 


TToT 

22 
48 
45 
65 
75 
66 
23 
2 


Average. 
0757  ffctT 


6.32 
13.79 
12.93 
18.67 
21.55 
18.97 
6.60 
0.57 


44 
44 
44 
{( 
44 
44 
44 


"KoT 

T 

32 
20 
33 
32 
53 
40 
15 
4 


Average. 


13.85  « 

8.65 
14.28 
13.85 
22.98 
17.31 

6.49 

1.73 


44 


44 


In  a  general  way  it  may  be  said  that  in  the  beginning  of  mar- 
ried  life  more  sterile  women  die  than  fertile  ones;  this  is  especially 
noticeable  in  the  years  from  twenty  to  thirty. 

Child-bearing  in  early  life  does  not  appear  *to  shorten  the  life 
of  women — at  least  not  of  those  examined  by  Poincare. 

Five  women  who  had  borne  children  in  their  17th  year  died  at 
the  age  of  36,  44,  46,  65  and  78  years  respectively,  and  the  only 
woman  married  at  16  years,  wh©  was  sterile,  died  at  46 
years. 

Six  mothers  who  bore  children  in  their  18th  year  died  at  23, 
29,  56,  59,  65  and  80,  but  two  women  married  at  17  and  proving 
sterile  died  at  25  and  56  years  respectively. 

Twelve  mothers  who  bore  children  in  their  nineteenth  year 
died  at  22,  23,  27,  28,  34,  42,  57,  59,  79  and  77  years,  and  women 
married  at  18  and  proving  sterile  died  at  18,  20,  28  and  58. 

The  influence  of  late  child-bearing  on  length  of  life  did  not 
seem  in  those  cases  examined  to  be  of  any  great  consequence. 

Two  women  only  died  a  few  years  after  late  accouchements ; 
the  one  at  56  after  bearing  a  child  at  42  years,  the  other  at  54  after 
bringing  forth  at  47. 

Two  died  at  77  and  83  who  brought  forth  at  40.  Four  at  61, 
71  and  76  who  brought  forth  at  44. 
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NO.  3. 

Influence  of  parturition  upon  the  nature  andfrequency  of  diseases 
causing  death. 


DISEASES. 

STERILE 

FERTILE 

WOMEN. 

WOMEN. 

OA 

o4 

T>  • 

OA 

O  A 

34 

Til  • 

Q 

o 
a 

1  C 

OK 

oD 

OK 

no 
oo 

Q 

lo 

o 

U 

n 

i 
l 

t  T      1  • 

Q 

1 

1 

o 

A 

4 

  4 

21 

  1 

2 

  0 

1 

  0 

i 
i 

  0 

5 

  0 

o 

S3 

  0 

A 

3 

  0 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  the  stomach  and  of  the  intestines. 12 

  2 

5 

 5 

13 

 18 

nr 

ZD 

  9 

8 

  0 

1 

  3 

0 

Embolism  

  2 

u 

  6 

* 

4 

Nephritis  

  4 

1 

General  paralysis  

  2 

0 

  2 

1 

  1 

4 

0 

1 

  1 

0 

  0 

1 

  0 

1 

  0 

3 

  0 

1 
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STERILE 


FERTILE 


DISEASES. 


WOMEN. 


WOMEN. 


Dropsy  .  . 
Old  age. . 
Unknown 


1 

18 
12 


2 
21 
4 


"It  is  an  incontestable  fact,  then,"  says  Poincare,  "that  phthisis 
occurs  more  often  in  fertile  women  than  in  sterile  ones  and  it  is  very 
probable  that  parturition  furnishes  phthisis  with  an  opportunity  for 
development." 

Next  in  order  of  frequency  in  fertile  women  over  sterile  ones 
come  organic  affections  of  the  heart,  apoplexy,  pulmonary  emphy- 
sema,and  cancerous  degeneration  especially  of  the  organs  of  genera- 
tion. 

None  of  the  women  examined,  who  had  borne  children,  com- 
mitted suicide,  whence  Poincare  concludes  that  maternal  love  and 
duty  are  of  some  avail  as  restraints  from  this  crime. 

Any  one  glancing  over  table  No.  3  and  seeing  the  frightful  mal- 
adies to  which  fertile  married  women  are  subject  over  and  above 
their  sterile  sisters  may  at  first  blush  conclude  that  the  popular  be- 
lief that  womans  health  is  improved  by  child-bearing  is  false. 

Unfortunately,  from  a  statistical  point  of  view,  Poincare  does 
not  state  why  the  "sterile"  women  were  "sterile."  The  horrible 
thought  may  occur  to  some  of  us  that  possibly  a  few  of  these 
"sterile"  women  might  have  used  some  of  the  modern  preventives 
of  conception  successfully,  and  thus  escaped  child-bearing  and  the 
possible  development  thereafter  of  phthisis,  organic  diseases  of  the 
heart,  apoplexy,  pulmonary  emphysema,  and  cancer! 

"Are  we  then,"  some  one  may  ask,  quite  aghast  at  the  thought, 
"to  devise  methodical  and  certain  preventives  of  conception  for  our 
lady  patients  in  order  to  head  off  the  dreadful  consequences  of 
child-bearing?" 

Poincare's  figures  intrinsically  would  cause  us  to  look  upon 
child-bearing  as  the  root  of  many  evils,  and  a  thing  to  be  shunned 
like  the  serpent's  tooth  but  to  my  mind,  leaving  out  possibly  pul- 
monary troubles,  they  reveal  a  world  of  carelessness  on  the  part  of 
the  "fertile"  woman,  or  her  attendants,  at  time  of  parturition  and 

thereafter.  Poincare  does  not  state  how  the  uterine  diseases  were 
caused  in  fertile  women  except  to  say  in  a  magnificently  general 
manner,  "child-bearing  would  appear  in  a  remarkable  manner  to 
predispose  women  to  hemorrhages,  polyps,  fibroids,  and  especially 


Digitized  by  Google 


1882] 


AMERICAN  OBSERVER. 


105 


to  cancers  of  the  uterus,  since  procreation  by  increasing  the  activity 
of  this  organ  disturbs  strongly  its  nutrition." 

The  tendency,  no  doubt,  is  as  he  says,  to  predispose — so  much 
the  more  the  business  of  the  physician  to  check  the  development. 

I  will  ask  the  homoeopathic  practitioner — or  that  class  of  him 
— who  sees  that  the  placenta  is  thoroughly  and  carefully  removed, 
who  regularly  prescribes  Aconite  and  Arnica  after  parturition,  and 
who  in  general  is  aware  of  the  pulse  and  temperature  of  the  patient 
on  other  days  than  the  day  of  delivery,  if  he  finds  the  "tendency  to 
predispose"  so  irresistable  as  to  render  child-bearing  a  sort  of 
microbe  as  it  were  to  inoculate  the  system  with  all  the  "ills  flesh  is 
heir  to." 

LOCAL  TREATMENT  IN  DIPHTHERIA. 


[Les  Monde  s,  December  <?,  /SSi.) 

 .  

Dr.Cousot  is  a  strong  believer  in  local  treatment  for  diphtheria. 

For  twelve  years  he  has  used  the  following  formula:  ten  parts 
of  tannin  to  one  hundred  parts  gum  arable  mucilage,  to  which  of 
late  he  has  added  from  two  to  ten  grammes  of  essence  of  pepper- 
mint to  mask  the  taste  and  astringency  of  the  tannin. 

This  tannin  mucilage  he  injects  with  a  glass  syringe  by  the 
mouth,  as  long  as  the  trouble  is  in  the  throat  or  tonsils;  by  the  nos- 
trils, if  in  the  nasal  fossae  or  posterior  surface  of  the  velum;  the  in- 
jection must,  as  a  rule,  be  made  by  the  nostrils. 

Out  of  the  169  severe  cases  of  diphtheria  he  has  cured  162  by 
means  of  the  above  treatment,  which  he  claims  is  neither  painful 
nor  dangerous.  c.  m. 

EDITORIAL  REMARKS.* 

That  the  influence  of  Daptisia  over  typhoid  fever  is  decided 
may  now  be  taken  for  a  well  established  fact.  Nevertheless,  exact- 
ness  in  reporting  is  almost  as  essential  as  exactness  in  prescribing. 
The  reporter  should  have  stated  unequivocally  whether  the  dilution 
referred  to  was  the  first,  second  or  third.  "Many  of  us  are  in  the 
habit  of  putting  twenty  drops  of  a  good  tincture  of  Baptisia  in  a 
glass  goblet  of  water  and  ordering  a  teaspoonful  of  the  mixture 
every  hour  or  oftener;  and  we  have  fallen  into  the  habit  because 
we  have  found  that  it  does  better  work  than  the  attenuated  drug. 

That  typhoid  fever  is  a  blessing  in  disguise  is  one  of  the  doc- 
trines of  the  "conservatism  of  disease"  that  savors  much  of  modem 
ajstheticism.  Hahnemann  pointed  out  the  unmistakeable  fact  that 
one  disease  could  not  be  relied  upon  to  cure  another.  Frail  and 
delicate  children  can  be  restored  to  health  much  better  and  safer  by 
means  of  drugs.  H.  W.  T. 

"Thoe  editorial  remarks  refer  to  the  article  printed  on  pages  S4  and  85. 
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E.  A.  LODGE,  SEn'r.,  M.  D.,  DETROIT,  MICHIGAN,  EDITOR. 


Any  book  noticed  in  these  pages  will  be  mailed  from  American  Observer 
office  free  of  postage  upon  receipt  of  price,  less  10  per  c*nt.  discount. 


A  MANUAL  OF  HISTOLOGY,  Edited  and  frefared  by 
Thomas  E.  Satterthwaite,  M.  D.  in  association  with,  Dr. 
Dwight  and  others,  New  York,  William  Wood  &  Co.  8  vo. 


This  work  has  been  prepared  to  meet  the  demand  for  a  man- 
ual of  Histology  which  would  summarize  in  precise  and  plain  lan- 
guage, the  present  condition  of  the  science.  The  author  is  eminent- 
ly qualified  for  the  undertaking,  and  has  had  the  assistance  of  the 
following  writers: 

Thomas  Dwight,  M.  D.,  upon  Muscular  fibre. 

Edward  C.  Wendt,  M.  D.,  on  the  Bloodvessels,  the  Alimentary 
canal,  and  the  excretory  passages. 

W.  R.  Birdsall,  M.   D.,  on  the  Lymphatic  system. 

A.  Mayer,  M.  D.,  on  the  liver  and  biliary  apparatus,  and  upon 
the  kidney. 

J.  Henry  C.  Simes,  M.  D.,  on  the  male  and  female  organs  of 
generation. 

B.  J.  Westbrook,  M.  D.,  on  the  respiratory  tract. 

A.  R.  Robinson,  M.  D.,  on  the  skin. 

R.  W.  Amidon,  M.  D.,  on  the  central  nervous  system. 

C.  H.  Williams,  M.  D.,  on  the  eye. 

W.  F.  Whitney,  M.  D.,  and  Clarence  J.  Blake,  M.  D.,  on  the 

car. 

B.  Bryson  Delavan,  M.  D.,  on  the  nasal  fossae,  pharynx  and 
tonsils,  and  the  mouth  and  tongue. 

C.  L.  Dana,  M.  D.,  on  the  spleen,  pancreas,  &c. 
J.  Collins  Warren,  M.  D.,  on  the  thick  cutis  vera. 

W.  H.  Porter,  M.  D.,  and  E.  C.  Wendt,  M.  D.,  on  the  mam- 
mary gland. 


(8£x6x  \\.) 
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CONSUMPTIVES'  HOME;  Charles  Cullis,  M.  D.  Sev- 
enteenth Annual  Report  of  the  Home  and  other  Institutions 
connected  with  a  work  of  Faith,  to  Sept.  jo,  1881.  For  sale 
by  Willard  Tract  Repository.    Boston.  25c. 

From  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  year 
$438,824.92  has  been  received;  during  the  year  $29,699.91. 
Patients  at  beginning  of  year,  62;  admitted  during  the  year,  145; 
total,  207 ;  discharged  relieved,  27 ;  discharged  not  relieved,  51 ; 
died,  74;  remaining  at  home,  55.  Whole  number  cared  for  since 
opening  the  home,  2,248. 

The  mortality  is  not  excessive  when  it  is  known  that  this  in- 
stitution is  designed  for  incurables.  What  the  suffering  would  have 
been  in  these  2,248  cases,  when  we  know  that  incurable  cases  are 
denied  admission  to  the  Boston  hospitals,  may  be  imagined. 

Without  the  use  of  any  of  the  ordinary  agencies  for  soliciting 
and  collecting  funds  this  noble  Christian  charity  has  received  abund- 
ant support,  doing  good  to  many,  in  its  immediate  office,  but  un- 
measured good  in  the  strengthening  ot  the  faith  of  Christian  hearts. 

THE  NATIONS   HERO.    In  Memoriam.    The   Life  of 


James  Abram  Garfield,  Twentieth  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  J.  M.  Bundy ;  with  an  account  of  the  President's 
death  and  Funeral  obsequies.  New  York,  A.  S.  Barnes  <£ 
Co.    Price,  $1.25.    12  mo.  f^xjxi. 

The  author,  editor  of  the  New  York  Evening  Mail,  a  personal 
friend  of  Gen.  Garfield,  was  at  the  General's  home,in  Mentor,when 
the  first  edition  of  this  book  was  prepared,  and  the  whole  was  ap- 
proved by  him  before  it  was  published.  In  the  Presidential  cam- 
paign it  did  good  service.  The  present  edition  has  been  enlarged, 
with  an  account  of  the  President's  death  and  funeral  obsequies,  and 
illustrated  by  a  steel  plate  portrait  and  several  other  good  illustra- 
tions. 

After  reading  several  of  the  lives  of  Garfield  we  have  no  hesi-  N 
tency  in  pronouncing  Major  Bundy's  the  most  interesting  of  all. 
Col.  Rockwell  well  says  that  it  "may  be  signalized  as  regards  au- 
thenticity and  general  interest." 

The  binding  is  very  neat,  the  typography  excellent,^but  in 
reading  we  noted  an  error  on  page  257 ;  the  closing  word  of  Isaac 
Errett's  Funeral  Oration  upon  Gen.  Garfield,  should  be  appearing- 
instead  of  offering. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  DISSECTIONS  in  a  series  of  orig- 
inal coUred-plates  representing  the  dissection  of  the  human 
body,  by  George  Viner  Ellis  and  G.  H.  Ford,  Esq.     V»l.  I. 
Second  edition;  •ctavo;  black  cloth;  OJx  6x  1. 
This  is  the  January  issue  of  Wood's  Library  of  standard  Medi- 
cal Authors  for  1882.    It  contains  twenty-eight  colored-plates  with 
concise  descriptions  of  each  dissection.    The  original  edition  in 
folio,  life  size,  was  doubtless  a  very  expensive  work,  and  Messrs. 
Woods  have  done  a  good  thing  in  having  the  illustrations  reduced, 
so  as  to  present  them  in  the  convenient  form  of  their  popular  library 
which  is  within  the  reach  of  all  practitioners.    The  cuts  are  finely 
lithographed  in  colors. 

OPHTHALMIC  THERAPEUTICS  by  Geo.  L.Norton,  AID. 
Prof,  of  Ophthalmology  in  the  college  of  the  New  York  Oph- 
thalmic Hospital,  &c.  dec.  dec,  and  an  introduction  by  Prof. 
7.  F.  Allen,  M.  D.,  Boericke  <£■  Tafel,  N.  7'.,  and  Phila. 
Octavo,  9  x  6  J  x  §.    Price  $2.jo. 

This  is  the  second  edition  of  a  work  no  homoeopathic  practi- 
tioner should  try  to  dispense  with.  The  first  part  has  been  wholly 
rewritten  and  several  new  remedies  added.  The  experience  of  the 
author  for  six  years  in  a  large  ophthalmic  clinic,  gave  abundant  op- 
portunities for  the  testing  of  remedies,  which  have  been  turned  to 
profit  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  profession. 

The  second  part  has  been  well  revised  and  a  large  number  of 
additions  made. 

THE  HEART;  How  to  take  care  of  it. 

We  understand  that  a  book  with  this  title,  by  Edwin  M.  Hale, 
M.  D.,  has  been  published,  but  we  have  not  seen  a  copy.  The  wise 
man  says:  "Keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence;  for  ©ut  of  it  are  the 
issues  of  life."  This  probably  is  not  the  kind  of  care  the  author  re- 
fers to  in  his  work,  but  it  is  a  lesson  that  cannot  be  repeated  too 
often.  If  the  affections  are  preserved  in  the  love  of  the  truth  the 
pathway  shines  more  and  more  unto  the  unending  light,  but  an  un- 
truth deliberately  uttered  (Jarkcns  ever)-  step,  and  even  when  for- 
saken, leaves  an  irreirularitv  of  moral  circulation,  until  the  all-seeing 
eye  can  look  upon  the  heart  as  sound. 

***A  number  of  Book  Notices  arc  in  type  for  next  number. 
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flic  gaug-h  gure . 

"A  MERRY  HEART  DOETH  GOOD  LIKE  A  MEDICINE." — SOLOMON. 


The  Prescription. — Macready's  handwriting  was  curiously 
illegible,  and  especially  when  writing  orders  of  admission  to  the 
theatre.  One  day,  at  New  Orleans,  Mr.  Brougham  obtained  one 
of  these  for  a  friend.  On  handing  it  to  the  gentleman,  the  latter  ob- 
served that,  if  he  had  not  known  what  it  purported  to  be,  he  would 
never  have  suspected  what  it  was.  "It  looks  more  like  a  prescrip- 
tion than  anything  else,"  he  added. 

"So  it  does,"  said  Mr.  Brougham ;  "let  us  go  and  have  it  made 

up." 

Turning  into  the  nearest  drug  store,  the  paper  was  given  to  the 
clerk,  who  gave  it  a  careless  glance,  and  then  proceeded  to  get  a 
phial  ready,  and  to  pull  out  divers  boxes.  With  another  look  at  the 
order  down  came  a  tincture  bottle  and  the  phial  was  half  fillet!. 
Then  there  was  a  pause.  The  gentlemanly  attendant  was  evidently 
puzzled.  At  Last  he  broke  down  completely,  and  rang  for  his  prin- 
cipal, an  elderly  and  severe-looking  individual,  who  presently 
emerged  from  the  inner  sanctum.  The  two  wkispered  together  an 
nstant,  when  the  old  dispenser  looked  at  the  document,  and  with  an 
expression  of  pity  for  the  ignorance  of  his  subordinate,  boldly  filled 
the  phial  with  some  apocryphal  fluid,  and  duly  corked  and  labeled 
it.  Then  handing  it  to  the  gentlemen  who  were  waiting,  he  said, 
with  a  bland  smile,  "A  cough  mixture,  and  a  very  good  one.  Fifty 
cents,  if  you  please." 

"Threw  my  Barn." — The  Stamford  (Conn.)  Advocate  tells 
this  story:  A  crude  old  farmer  living  on  the  line  of  one  of  the  recent 
railroad  surveys,  ond  who  is  owner  of  a  barn  of  large  dimensions, 
with  huge  swinging  doors  on  both  sides,  observed  a  posse  of  sur- 
veyors busily  driving  a  row  of  stakes  through  his  premises  that  ex- 
tend to  the  very  centre  of  his  big  barn.  Sauntering  leisurely  to- 
ward the  trespassers,  with  an  air  savoring  somewhat  of  indignation 
he  addressed  the  leader  of  the  gang  as  follows : 

"Layin'  eout  another  railroad  ?" 

"Surveying  for  one,"  was  the  reply. 

"Goin'  threw  my  barn?" 

"Don't  see  how  we  can  avoid  it." 

"Wall,  now,  mister,"  said  the  worthy  farmer,  "I  calkerlate  1 
got  sumthin'  to  say  about  that.  I  want  you  to  understan'  that  I've 
got  sumthin'  else  tew  dew  besides  runnin'  out  to  open  and  shet  them 
doors  every  time  a  train  wants  tew  go  threw." 
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Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York.— The  thirty-first  annual  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Court 
of  Appeals  Room,  (entrance  on  Washington  ave.)  new  capitol, 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  February  14th  and  15th, 
commencing  at  10  o'clock,  A.  iff.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
with  the  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  for  special  rates  of  railroad 
fares.  Physicians  desiring  to  avail  themselves  of  special  rates  must, 
when  purchasing  the  ticket,  present  a  certificate  from  the  Recording 
Secretary  stating  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  same,  which  they  should 
write  for  at  once,  to  the  undersigned,  enclosing  a  stamp.  Physicians 
are  requested  to  come  prepared  to  remain  the  entire  second  day,  and 
those  having  papers  to  contribute,  but  who  are  unable  to  be  present, 
may  send  them  to  the  chairman  of  the  proper  bureau,  or  to  the  Re- 
cording Secretary.  Physicians  may  have  their  letters  or  telegrams 
sent  to  them  in  care  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  Dr.  C.  E. 
Jones,  140  State  st,  Albany.  A.  P.  Hollett, 

Havana,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  20,  1882.  Recording  Secretary. 

New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  Eye  axd  Ear, 
corner  3d  ave.  and  23rd  street. — Report  for  the  month  end- 
ing Dec.  31, 1881 : 

No.  of  prescriptions,  4,153;  No.  new  patients,  442;  No. 
patients  resident  in  the  hospital,  1ft;  average  daily  attendance,  160; 


University  of  Michigan  Homoeopathic  College. — Each 
alumnus  of  this  college  is  especially  requested  to  send  his  or  her  ad  - 
dress  to  A.  K.  Wheeler,  M.  D.,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  so  that  the 
whole  list  of  names  can  be  called  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  Homoeopathic  Society. — At  the  an- 
nual meeting,  held  Wednesday  evening,  Jan.  4,  1882,  at  Appleby's 
Homoeopathic  Pharmacy,  No.  18  West  Eagle  street,  the  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  President,  D.  B.  Stumpf, 
M.  D.;  Vice  President,  Abby  Janet  Seymour,  M.  D.;  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  L.  A.  Bull,  M.  D.;  Censors,  Dr.  Geo.  R.  Stearns, 
Chairman,  and  Drs.  A.  M.  Curtiss,  A.  T.  Bull,  Geo.  W.  Lewis, 
and  Abby  J.  Seymour. 

The  time  of  a  graduate  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons of  Buffalo  having  been  accepted  by  the  New  York  Homoeo- 
pathic College,  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  formulate 
a  protest  against  such  recognition. 


Chas.  Deady,  M.  D., 

Resident  Surgeon. 
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Williams. — Edward  C.  Williams,  M.  D.,  died  of  phthisis  at 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  Dec.  3,  1881.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Hahnemann 
college,  of  Philadelphia. 

You lin. — From  lhe  necrological  notice  of  our  January  issue 
the  following  paragraphs  were  omitted  by  the  printer  for  lack  of 
space : 

Dr.  Youlin  was  born  in  Rupert,  Vermont,  on  December  31, 
1821,  and  was,  therefore,  in  his  sixtieth  year.  He  graduated  from 
the  New  York  Medical  University  as  an  allopathic  physician,  and 
returned  to  Auburn  and  practiced.  While  there  he  was  smitten 
with  typhoid  fever,  and  slipped  beyond  the  skill  of  his  physicians  to 
save  him.  An  aunt  begged  him  to  allow  her  physician,  a  homoeo- 
path, to  prescribe  for  him,  and  after  a  protracted  seige  succeeded  in 
securing  Dr.  Youlin's  permission.  The  patient  recovered,  but  placed 
no  faith  in  the  homoeopathic  system.  On  the  contrary,  he  took  up 
the  study  of  homoeopathy  in  order  to  expose  what  he  deemed  its 
folly.  In  order  to  prove  the  greater  value  of  the  allopathic  school, 
whenever  he  had  two  patients,  he  treated  one  by  that  system  and 
the  other  by  the  homoeopathic  system.  The  result  was  in  his  estim- 
ation, a  great  triumph  of  the  latter  over  the  former.  Thus  convinc- 
ed of  the  superiority  of  homoeopathy,  with  his  usual  method 
he  earnestly  studied  this  school  of  medicine  in  the  Cleveland 
University  and  graduated.  Since  that  time  be  was  an  ardent 
champion  of  homoeopathy.  He  came  to  Jersey  City  in  1848, 
and  opened  an  office  here.  He  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  homoe- 
opathy, and  whatever  it  has  gained  by  statutory  enactment  is 
largely  due  to  him.  He  was  president  of  the  New  Jersey 
Homoeopathic  Society  twelve  years,  was  president  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  a  national  organization,  one  year,  and 
vice-president  two  years.  In  his  domestic  life  Dr.  Youlin  has  had 
his  trials,  but  never  has  any  act  of  his  been  aught  but  unselfish  and 
loving.  This  is  the  record  which  comes  to  us  from  all  the  members 
of  his  family.  He  was  married  three  times,  and  had  four  children 
by  the  first  marriage,  and  three  by  the  last. 

In  his  social  relations  Dr.  Youlin  had  a  host  of  friends.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  convocation  forty  years.  In  his  reli- 
gious views  he  was  very  strict,  and  leaves  behind  him  a  bright  and 
shining  light  in  this  respect. 
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Boynton. — Itisreportedth.it  Dr.  Bliss  wants  $25,000  for  his  services, 
and  rating  Dr.  Boynton  as  only  a  nurse,  he  recommends  that  he  be  paid  $1,000. 
We  have  no  idea  "that  Congre'ss  will  be  guilty  of  any  such  unjust  discrimina- 
tion. 

Chattertox. — We  arc  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  W.  A.  Chatterton's  remain- 
ing son,  a  boy  of  ten,  who  had  symptoms  of  dropsy  as  a  sequel  of  scarlatina, 
is  convalescent.  The  loss  of  three  children  from  a  malignant  form  of  this 
disease  was  a  sore  affliction,  and  excited  all  our  sympathies. 

Lindsay  &  Blakiston. — This  firm,  so  long  identified  with  the  publica- 
tion of  medical  books  in  Philadelphia,  and  so  extensively  known  in  this  con- 
nection throughout  the  United  States,  was  dissolved  January  1st,  bv  mutual 
consent,  having  existed  for  nearly  forty  years,  making  it  the  oldest  firm  with- 
out change  in  that  city,  and  with  few  exceptions  the  oldest  in  the  country. 

Mecham. — Dr.  I.  J.  Mecham,  now  over  three-score  and  ten,  writes  us  a 
very  interesting  letter  from  Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  from  which  we  make 
some  extracts:  "About  11  years  ago,  when  I  was  at  the  age  of  60  years,  af- 
ter a  long  course  of  medical  labor,  I  had  a  violent  attack  of  lung  haemorrhage, 
from  which  I  almost  died,  and  have  been  about  the  same  as  disabled  from  ac- 
tive service  almost  all  the  while  since,  sometimes  very  ill.  My  general  health 
is  now  somewhat  better,  but  being  pretty  well  advanced  in  my  72d  year,  I  find 
that  I  have  no  strength  for  labor  and  can  never  expect  again  to  treat  patienU 
at  their  homes.  1,  however,  do  a  little  at  prescribing  at  home.  I  am  very 
much"  interested  in  medical  enquiries,  and  have  read  your  Monthly  with  great 
satisfaction.  I  was  a  graduate  of  Geneva  Medical  Coll  ege  in  1838,  and  have 
witnessed  almost  the  very  planting  of  homoeopathy  in  this  country,  and  its 
growth  since,  through  the  years,  to  its  present  magnificent  proportions.  Some 
times  there  have  been  differences  and  variances  among  its  friends,  but  the 
spirit  of  the  motto  on  your  title  page  has  generally  prevailed,  and  it  has  been 
the  'unitas,'  and  the  'libertas,'  and  the  'charitas.'  that  have  produced  the  splen- 
did results  we  now  behold. ' 


Lewis — Cooper — Joseph  Creswell  Lewis,  M.  D.,  was  married  on  Dec. 
20,  1S81,  to  Miss  Eliza  Campion  Cooper,  by  Rev.  Robt.  Edwards,  of  Phila- 
delphia.   


REMOVALS. 

Coolidge — Dr.  J.  W.  from  Plymouth  to  Carbondale,  Pa. 

Clark — Dr.  Sibree  Clark  has*  removed  to  Clare,  Michigan. 

Dayfoot— Dr.  H.  M.  Dayfoot,  from  Mt.  Morris,  N.  Y.,  to  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Heyn — Dr.  R.  Heyn  moves  to  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Knapp — Dr.  H.,  has  moved  to  Stockton,  Cal. 

Mitchell — Dr.  Clifford  Mitchell  moved  to  296  Erie  st,  Chicago. 

Pengelly — Dr.  R.,  from  Plainwell  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 
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THOMAS  NICHOL,  M.  D.,  LL.  B.,  MONTREAL,  EDITOR. 


CLINICAL  REPORT  OF  CHILDRENS'  HOSPITAL, 

VIENNA,  1880. 


DR.  EDWARD  HUBER. 


DIABETES  MELLITUS. 

A  boy,  3J  years  old,  was  admitted  suffering  from  bronchial 
catarrh  with  a  convulsive  cough,  which  under  the  use  of  ipecac, 
and  ver.  alb.  was  changed  into  one  of  a  loose  character.  The  dis- 
tressed appearance  of  the  child,  the  frequent  and  profuse  urination, 
and  the  great  hunger  led  to  a  chemical  analysis  of  the  urine  which 
showed  the  presence  of  sugar.  Since  the  thirst  was  not  intense, 
phos.  acid4  was  given  every  three  hours,  and  continued  for  14  days.. 
On  the  12th  day  after  beginning  the  medicine,  there  was  a  marked 
decrease  in  the  quantity  of  sugar.  After  remaining  three  weeks 
in  the  hospital,  he  was  removed  by  his  parents  who  thought  because 
the  cough  was  easier,  that  he  was  better.  At  the  end  of  three 
weeks  the  child  was  again  brought  back  to  the  hospital  in  a  most 
deplorable  condition.  A  re-examination  of  the  urine  showed,  in 
addition  to  an  increased  quantity  of  sugar,  a  considerable  amount  of 
albumen,  which  was  hot  present  at  the  first  examination.  The 
urinary  secretion  was  increased  and  the  thirst  intense.  Arsen.  alb.e 
was  given  every  three  hours  for  five  weeks,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  days  interval.  The  albumen  disappeared  at  the  end  of  two 
weeks  and  the  sugar  at  the  end  of  four  weeks;  eight  days  later  the 
child  was  very  much  better.  The  stubbornness  of  the  patient,  who 
demanded  bread  and  farinaceous  substances  and  repelled  meat  al- 
most entirely,  rendered  a  strict  diabetic  diet  impossible.  He  was 
given  as  much  milk  as  he  could  be  induced  to  drink. 

DIABETES  INSIPIDUS. 

A  girl,  2J  years  old,  was  admitted  on  Jan.  3d  and  received 
phosp.  acid4  every  three  hours.    This  did  not  lessen,  however,  the 
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large  secretion  of  urine,  and  since  the  child  was  in  a  marked 
anaemic  condition,  with  very  white  lips,  and  had  two  characteristic 
symptoms  of  ferrum,  viz.,  involuntary  urination  and  lienteric  stools, 
I  gave  ferrum  phos.2  three  times  a  day;  whereupon  the  whole  con- 
dition improved.  But  the  treatment  was  interrupted  by  an  attack 
of  whooping  cough,  for  which  ipecac,  and  later,  veratrum  was  giv- 
en. After  this  the  ferrum  phos.  was  again  given,  and  the  child  was 
discharged  on  April  18th.  But  on  May  6th  it  was  again  brought 
back,  and  it  was  wonderful  how  much  the  child  had  wasted  away 
in  this  short  time.  Pale  and  emaciated  it  suffered  from  gastroin- 
testinal catarrh  with  fever,  which  aconite  and  cham.  relieved  in  a 
few  days.  The  polyuria  was  also  present  as  severe  as  at  the  first, 
together  with  intense  thirst,  so  that  the  child  was  drinking  almost 
continually.  Uranium  nitric.4  was  given  for  four  weeks  without 
result.  Arsen.  alb.«  and  ferrum  phosp.2  were  then  tried;  giving 
one  remedy  for  two  or  three  weeks  and  then  the  other.  The  treat- 
ment was  often  interrupted  in  consequence  of  the  gastric  catarrh, 
which  received  mercur.,  china  and  nitric  acid.  Had  I  known  the 
recommendation  of  Schussler  for  this  remedy  in  simple  polyuria  I 
would  have  given  it  in  a  higher  dilution. 

ACUTE  ARTICULAR  RHEUMATISM. 

In  one  case  complicated  with  endocarditis,  aeon,  and  spig.  ren- 
dered good  service;  the  murmur  and  subjective  symptoms  disap- 
peared in  a  few  days,  while  no  valvular  defects  remained  behind. 
A  very  bad  case  began  without  fever  and  with  an  almost  pain- 
less swelling  of  the  knee-joint,  which  condition  lasted  for  over  eight 
days.  Suddenly  a  severe  attack  of  fever  set  in,  with  oppression 
of  the  breath,  murmurs  during  both  the  systole  and  diastole,  and 
violent  pulsations  of  the  heart,  although  the  patient,  an  indolent  boy 
of  12  years  of  age,  made  no  complaint  of  the  beatings.  The  con- 
dition was  always  worse  at  night  when  there  was  added  a  sensation 
of  choking  with  a  cold  sweat  and  symptoms  of  collapse.  Arsen.8 
was  given,  followed  by  relief  on  the  following  night,  and  very  soon 
by  a  disappearance  of  the  night  aggravation.  If  for  any  reason  the 
medicine  was  suspended,  the  whole  train  of  night  symptoms  return- 
ed. This  was  repeated  three  times,  and  then  the  medicine  was  con- 
tinued till  the  end  of  the  case.  For  a  pleuritic  exudation  seated  at 
the  point  of  the  scapula,  bryonia  was  given.    With  the  exception 
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of  a  mitral  insufficiency  the  patient  was  relatively  i|J  a  fair  state  of 
health. 

ILEO-TYPHUS. 

A  week,  anaemic  girl,  9  years  of  age.  The  disease  ran  a  mild 
course,  the  temperature  never  going  over  103°,  and  the  stools  were 
not  profuse,  so  that  by  the  third  week  the  patient  was  convalescent. 
During  the  progress  of  the  disease  rhus*  was  given  and  later 
china1.  In  another  case,  that  of  a  girl  13  years  old,  the  disease  also 
ran  a  light  course,  and  on  account  of  an  obstinate  constipation  was 
treated  with  bryonia.  For  the  abscesses  which  appeared  later, 
hepar  sulph.  was  given,  and  for  a  diarrhoea  which  drove  the  patient 
each  morning  out  of  bed,  rhus  tox«  proved  curative.  A  third  case 
complicated  with  pleurisy  was  cured  with  bryonia. 

In  a  boy,  5  years  old,  the  extreme  weakness  was  a  noticeable 
symptom.  Even  in  the  first  few  days,  with  an  evening  temp,  of 
102°,  the  boy  could  not  sit  up  without  assistance.  Later  the  hands 
and  feet  were  icy-cold  and  bluish,  and  the  temp,  in  the  axilla  103°, 
which,  together  with  the  prostration,  led  me  to  give  arsen.  alb.« 
For  the  few  bloody  stools  which  appeared  a  week  later,  carbo. 
veg  6  was  given.  Although  the  child  remained  weak  for  a  long 
time,  he  made  finally  a  complete  recovery.  During  convalescence 
he  received  wine  and  china*,  and  later  chininum  arsen.3 

INTERMITTENT  FEVER. 

A  girl,  10  years  of  age,  suffered  for  three  months  with  quotid- 
ian fever.  She  had  a  cachectic  appearance,  and  the  spleen  was  very 
much  enlarged.  There  were  no  marked  symptoms  during  the 
chill,  the  fever  was  intense,  and  the  sweat  light.  The  attacks  came 
on  in  the  early  part  of  the  night  and  were  accompanied  with  deliri- 
um. Arsen.  alb.8  every  two  hours.  After  two  days  the  fever  was 
lighter,  the  delirium  gone,  and  the  appetite  improved.  Improve- 
ment went  on  rapidly  and  in  a  week  the  disease  was  entirely  re- 
moved . 

MININGITIS  TUBERCULOSA. 

Out  of  nine  cases  treated  eight  died.  After  the  closest  individ- 
ualization, bell.,  atrop.,  hyos.,  glon.,  and  apis  were  given  during  the 
first  stage,  and  apis,  mere.  sol.  or  corr.,  cup.,  and  helleb.  during  the 
second  and  third  stages. 

The  patient,  who  recovered  was  a  boy,  3  years  old.    He  was 
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seized  Feb.  3c^with  high  fever,  headache  and  vomiting  and  received 
aconite.  Soon  he  began  to  squint  and  to  bore  with  the  head  into 
the  pillow,  the  pupils  did  not  react  against  the  light,  he  was  apa- 
thetic, the  belly  was  bloated,  no  stool;  bell.*  was  given.  A  few 
days  later  there  was  a  spontaneous  normal  stool.  The  bell,  was 
continued.  By  degrees  and  singly,  the  symptoms  disappeared, 
with  the  exception  of  the  eyes,  which  had  for  a  long  time  a  dull, 
lustreless  look.  For  the  last  few  days  of  treatment  sulphur6  was 
given  and  on  March  7th  he  was  discharged  cured. 

ISCHIAS. 

A  girl,  12  years  of  age,  complained  of  pain  in  the  hip,  which 
was  aggravated  during  rest,  and  especially  when  first  moving.  Rhus8 
gave  no  relief.  After  several  days  I  learned  that  the  pain  was  of 
a  burning  character  and  was  worse  in  the  early  part  of  the  night,so 
that  she  could  not  sleep  until  near  morning.  Ars.8  failed,  as 
also  carbo.  veg.«  At  the  end  of  fourweeks,  gelsem.*  was  given, 
and  the  pain  began  to  diminish  so  that,  finally,  there  was  only  a 
pain  in  the  sole  of  the  foot  on  motion.  But  in  a  few  days  longer 
all  pain  was  gone. 

WHOOPING-COUGH. 

The  two  remedies  most  frequently  used  were  ver.  alb.  for  th« 
day  aggravations,  conium  for  the  night.  If  another  remedy  seemed 
indicated  by  the  majority  of  the  symptoms,  these  two  remedies 
were  still  given,  for  many  times  when  they  were  omitted,  the 
cough  immediately  grew  worse.  In  two  cases  where  the  children 
turned  blue  during  the  paroxysm,  cuprum  met.4  helped.  For  the 
collection  of  mucus  I  gave  tart,  emet.,  and  the  general  condition 
seemed  also  better.  Atropine  was  often  of  service  especially  in  the 
beginning  when  there  was  congestion  of  the  head;  dros.  and  ipecac, 
were  of  little  service  during  the  year.  These  observations  were 
also  confirmed  by  outside  practice,  and  added  weight  to  the  theory 
of  an  epidemic  remedy.  How  often  does  there  come  an  epidemic 
in  which  we  could  cure  cases  of  whooping-cough  without  dros.  and 
ipecac!  Naphthalin  was  sometimes  of  use  and  again  often  failed. 
Corallium,  mephitis,  coccionella,  etc.,  were  not  tried  owing  to  the 
specific  working  of  veratrirm  and  conium. 

PNEUMONIA. 

Croupous  pneumonia  was  only  present  in  two  cases.    A  boy, 


Digitized  by 


1882]  CLINICAL  REPORT*  117 

2^  years  old,  improved  under  aeon,  and  iod.,  followed  later  by  sul- 
phur. A  girl  12  years  old,  who  was  also  suffering  with  muscular 
rheumatism,  received  bryon.,  and  during  convalescence  for  a  threat- 
ened relapse,  phos.,  which  seemed  also  to  ward  off  a  threatened 
tuberculosis. 

For  four  cases  of  catarrhal  pneumonia,  phos.«  proved  curative; 
to  hasten  absorption  after  the  subsidence  of  the  acute  symptoms, 
sulphur  was  given. 

In  one  case  of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  lungs  the  entire  left 
lung  was  infiltrated.  Dulness  on  percussion,  bronchial  respiration, 
no  disturbance  of  the  heart's  action,  dyspnoea  with  slight  cyanosis, 
circumscribed  redness  of  the  left  cheek.  Sulphur6  rendered  the 
lungs  entirely  free  in  three  weeks.  A  second  case  on  account  of  an 
annoying,  short,  dry,  cough  received  phosp.,  which  increased  the 
expectoration;  later  he  received  rale.  phos.  and  was  discharged 
cured. — {All.  Horn.  Zeit.)  T.  M.  S. 


Dynamization  {Hahnemannian  Monthly). — The  real  scien- 
tific fact  is  that  no  one  ever  yet  "dynamized"  any  drug,  except  the 
Lord  who  created  it,  and  no  one  else  ever  will.  The  "dynamis"  is 
inherent  to  the  drug.    Subdivision  of  its  mass  allows  the  dynamis 

to  come  into  active  relation  with  the  living  organism,  and  thus  in- 
creases the  physiological  effects  of  the  drug.  But  it  adds  nothing 
whatever  to  its  innate  force;  neither  does  it  change  its  quality.  Any 
other  view  of  attenuation  is  absurd,  untenable,  un-Hahnemannian, 
and  directly  opposed  to  the  views  of  the  great  body  of  homoeopathic 
physicians.  Hence,  the  doctrine  that  a  true  homoeopathist  is  neces- 
sarily a  dynamizationist  in  the  International  sense,  is  schismatic. 


True  not  Bigoted. — "If  we  desire  to  live  broad  and  unselfish 
lives,  we  must  be  slow  to  condemn  all  those  who  entertain  convic- 
tions which  to  us  seem  foolish  or  mischievous  and  logically  unten- 
able, or  to  refuse  to  co-operate  with  them." — Bristowe. 

This  noble  utterance  was  originally  intended  for  the  special 

benefit  of  British  old  school  practitioners.    It  is  capable,  however, 

of  an  "International"  application,  and  would  form  an  excellent  motto 

for  "The  Homoeopathic  Physician"  among  ourselves. — N.  T.  Med. 

Times. 
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THE  MORAL  RESPONSIBILITY  OF  THE  INSANE. 

Drs. J.  J.  Elwell,  G.  M.  Beard,  E.  C.  Sequin, J.  S.Jew- 
ell and  C.  F.  Folsom,  in  the  North  American  Review  for  Jan- 
uary, 1882,  give  their  views  on  this  subject  at  length.  These  are 
particularly  interesting  at  this  time,  and  are  well  worthy  of  the  clos- 
est attention.  The  papers  occupy  thirty-nine  pages  of  the  Review. 
We  can  give  space  to  only  very  brief  extracts  from  each  opinion. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Elwell  says : 

Moral  insanity  as  a  defense  for  capital  crime  is  an  importation 
from  the  mother-country,  being  an  invention  of  the  brilliant  genius 
of  Erskine,  and  by  him  successfully  applied  in  the  defense  of  Had- 
field  for  an  attempt  on  the  life  of  George  the  Third,  eighty  years 
ago. 

*  *  *  *  There  can  be  no  dispute  as  to  the  entire 
irresponsibility  of  that  class  of  insane  criminals  coming  within  the 
famous  rule  of  the  English  judges :  those  not  knowing  the  difference 
between  right  and  wrong.  A  person  utterly  unconscious  of  the 
distinction  between  good  and  evil,  justice  and  injustice,  right  and 
wrong,  at  the  time  of  committing  the  offense,  by  the  common  con- 
sent and  judgment  of  mankind,  is  not  responsible  for  his  act.  Not 
influenced  by  fear  or  favor,  by  punishment  in  this  life  or  in  another, 
without  forethought  or  calculation  for  the  future,  he  is  completely 
wanting  in  every  element  of  character  and  faculty  of  mind  necessary 
to  fix  responsibility  for  personal  conduct,  or  accountability  to  human 
tribunals.  This  class  is  believed  to  be  not  only  very  limited  in  num- 
ber, but  of  this  number  very  few  ever  commit  capital  crime.  Where 
they  do,  the  cases  are  generally  so  clearly  marked — not  always — 
that  but  little  difficulty  arises  in  assigning  them  to  their  proper 
position  of  entire  irresponsibility. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  alleged  insane,  thrown  to 
the  surface  as  the  emergency  requires — for  whom  the  defence  of  ir- 
responsibility is  so  constantly  interposed  in  courts  of  justice — prob- 
ably constitute  ninety-nine  per  cent,  of  all  the  insane  population — 
composed  of  the  weak-minded,  the  evil-minded,  those  more  or  less 
diseased  in  mind,  the  "odd"  and  the  "singular"  people;  and  lately  to 
these  have  been  added  the  eccentric,  and  still  more  recently  those  of 
"bad  memory"  have  been  made  to  swell  the  list.  This  is  the  class 
whose  position  as  to  responsibility  is  here  under  discussion;  and 
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these  are  the  persons  who  are  spoken  of  in  this  article  as  the  insane, 
and  not  those  who  come  under  t;he  rule  of  the  English  judges. 

The  rule  of  evidence  of  the  subject  of  insanity,  so  far  as  there  is 
any,  varies  greatly  in  the  different  States.  In  some,  a  reasonable 
doubt  of  the  sanity  of  the  accused  is  all  that  is  required  for  the  ac- 
quittal of  the  criminal;  in  others,  the  offender  must  establish  his  in- 
sanity by  a  preponderance  of  evidence;  while  in  other.  States,  like 
New  Jersey,  the  rule  of  law  is  as  laid  dow  n  by  Chief-justice  Horn- 
blower,  that  the  accused  must  establish  his  insanity  as  the  State  es- 
tablishes his  guilt — that  is,  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt. 

The  theory  upon  which  a  government  proceeds  to  punish  crime 
by  the  infliction  of  the  death  penalty,  and  upon  which  alone  it  can 
be  justified,  is  that  the  existence  of  the  criminal  is  dangerous  to  so- 
ciety, and  that  society  can  only  be  protected  by  his  death.  Human 
law  in  these  cases  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  moral  guilt  of  the  of- 
fender. It  undertakes  to  protect  society,  and  punishes  for  that  pur- 
pose only,  when  the  punishment  is  death.  If  government  attempts 
to  reform  the  criminal,  as  is  sometimes  the  case  in  crime  less  than 
capital,  even  then  the  primary  object  is  the  good  of  society,  and  not 
that  of  the  offender.  * 

Dr.  Elwell  closes  by  saying: 

This  being  the  alarming  state  of  the  question  we  have  tried  to 
examine,  is  it  not  about  time  that  the  mania  for  excusing  crime  on 
the  ground  of  moral  insanity  be  arrested,  either  by  the  medical  pro- 
fession, the  courts,  by  the  common  sense  of  the  people,  or  by  all? 

Dr.  G.  M.  Beard  says: 

*  *  *  *  If,  at  the  moment  when  Guiteau  raised 
the  pistol,  some  one  had  stepped  up  and  held  a  club  near  his  head 
without  striking  him,  the  assassin  might  automatically  have  with- 
drawn through  fear,  as  a  wild  bull  would  have  done;  but  the  pros- 
pect of  any  distant  punishment  would  have  had  no  efFect,  as  it  did 
have  none,  and  he  would  again  have  sought  a  chance  to  do  the 
deadly  work.  And,  from  his  point  6f  view,  why  should  he  be 
deterred,  since  he  was  corfimissiond  to  do  that  for  which  the  highest 
penalty  that  man  could  give  would  be  a  reward,  rather  than  punish- 
ment? A  lunatic,  indeed,  has  been  known  to  commit  a  murder  that 
he  might  have  the  pleasure  of  being  hanged. 

Alf  reasoning  is  logical  reasoning;  it  is  through  the  premises 
that  all  of  us,  sane  and  insane,  go  wrong;  ideas,  healthy  or  diseased, 
obey  the  laws  of  growth,  like  the  trees  of  the  field.  Alike  in 
offensive  weeds  and  in  beautiful  flowers  there  must  be  a  vital  and 
an  organized  connection,  layer  by  layer  and  cell  by  cell,  between 
the  roots  and  topmost  branches.  When  Freeman,  the  modern 
Abraham,  in  obedience  to  the  command  of  the  Almighty,  after  long 
deliberation,  lifted  his  knife  and  plunged  it  into  his  dear  little 
daughter's  breast,  heeding  not  her  last  and  only  dying  words, — "Oh 
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papa!" — his  conduct,  though  irrational,  was,  from  the  stand-point 
of  his  delusion, — that  God  had  so  commanded, — absolutely  logical 
and  inevitable.  Wisely,  therefore,  was  it  decreed  that  he  needed, 
not  the  halter,  but  the  asylum. 

If  Guiteau  were  hanged,  and  a  twin  Guiteau,  with  the  same 
conditions,  were  to  attempt  to  commit  a  like  crime,  the  hanging  of 
the  first  would  have,  not  a  deterring,  but  an  attractive,  power  over 
the  second. 

True,  indeed,  in  a  limited  way,  in  asylums  and  in  our  homes, 
the  insane  are  sometimes  amenable  to  control  by  punishment  and 
reward;  but  not  usually  are  they  to  be  influenced,  to  any  great  de- 
gree, against  their  mastering  delusions  by  any  prospect  of  distant  re- 
ward or  distant  punishment. 

Possible  Guiteaus  are  everywhere,  and  are  probably  increasing; 
we  are  to  protect  ourselves  against  their  violence  not  by  imitating, 
but  by  preventing  and  restraining  them. 

Confinement  for  life  in  an  asylum,  under  the  protection  of  spe- 
cial laws,  if  need  be,  that  shall  make  it  impossible  ever  to  escape, 
even  should  there  be  apparent  recover)',  is  all  the  punishment  that 
civilization  will  allow  itself  systematically  to  inflict  on  its  irrespon- 
sible lunatics. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Seguin  says: 

The  subject  of  the  responsibility  of  the  insane  with  reference  to 
crime  is  considered  in  the  following  pages  upon  two  assumptions : 

I  iThat  capital  punishment  is  a  relic  of  barbarous  life,abhorrent  to 
the  calmer  reason  of  the  present  age,  and  probably  not  as  efficacious 
a  threat  to  would-be  criminals  as  its  advocates  would  have  us  be- 
lieve. 

|  <That  punishment  for  crime  is  not  designed  for  revenge  on  the 
act,  but  for  the  protection  of  society  from  a  repetition  of  the  crime, 
and  (in  some  cases)  for  the  moral  education  or  cure  of  the  criminal, 
with  a  view  to  his  restoration  to  a  free  and  better  life. 

I  believe  that  the  criminal  insane  sliould  be  held  just  as  re- 
sponsible to  human  punishment — i.  e.,  preventive  and  educating 
punishment — as  sane  criminals.  Society  must  protect  itself  against 
crime  more  intelligently,  yet  more  rigidly,  than  it  now  does. 

Special  accommodations  should  be  provided  for  the  criminal 
insane,  in  the  shape  of  asylums  or  hospitals  equipped  somewhat 
differently  from  those  intended  for  sane  patients.  In  some  of  the 
States  there  is  some  such  special  provision  for  this  peculiar  class, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  asylums  now  existing  will  be  suffici- 
ently enlarged,  and  that  before  long  all  the  States  shall  have  them. 

Many  of  the  patients  should,  by  some  means  to  be  devised 
(perhaps  limited  compulsory  labor),  be  made  to  feel  their  subjection 
to  law.    To  carry  out  such  a  scheme  for  the  care  of  the  criminal  in- 
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sane  would  require  in  the  chief  officer  of  the  institution  a  rare  blend- 
ing of  humaneness  and  firmness  of  character,  of  practical  medical 
skill,  and  of  keen  psychical  insight. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Jewell  says : 

I  now  proceed  to  collect  and  to  briefly  discuss  the  criteria  of 
responsibility  which  have  been  applied  in  our  courts,  in  criminal 
trials  in  which  insanity  of  the  criminal  is  alleged.    They  are: 

First.  Has  the  prisoner  the  capacity  to  distinguish  right  from 
wrong,  especially  in  relation  to  the  act  for  which  he  is  brought  to 
trial? 

Second.  Did  the  prisoner  act  under  a  delusion,  or  under  a 
belief,  based  on  a  false  view  ol  the  facts,  such  as  would  have  justified 
his  conduct  if  the  facts  had  been  as  they  were  erroneously  believed 
to  be  by  tlie  prisoner? 

Third.  Did  the  prisoner  act  under  the  influence  of  some  im- 
pulse which  he  was  powerless  to  resist? 

To  well-marked  cases  of  insanity  these  simple  criteria  are  of 
easy  application.  But  in  irregular  and  complicated  cases,  or  in 
periodic  insanity,  or  in  those  cases  in  which  the  symptoms  rise  but 
little  above  the  level  of  eccentricity,  they  are  almost  useless.  The 
right  method  of  procedure,  in  endeavoring  to  determine  the  fact  and 
degree  of  responsibility,  is,  as  already  stated,  careful  study  of  each 
case  on  its  own  merits,  and  the  application  to  it  of  the  practical 
criteria  to  be  obtained  from  a  study  of  average  healthy  human  be- 
ings, observed,  as  far  as  possible,  under  conditions  identical  with 
those  under  which  the  criminal  act  was  committed. 

Dr.  C.  F.  Folsom  says : 

The  whole  difference  in  the  treatment  of  the  insane  now  and 
fifty  years  ago  consists  in  a  recognition,  at  the  present  time,  of  the 
fact  that,  within  narrower  limits  of  self-guidance  and  self-control, 
they  are  precisely  like  other  people.  The  change  in  the  practice  of 
the  courts,  in  the  same  time,  regarding  their  punishment  has  arisen 
from  an  appreciation  of  their  inability,  outside  of  these  narrower 
limits,  to  act  like  themselves  when  they  were  sane — for  they  must 
be  compared  with  themselves  at  a  previous  time,  rather  than  with 
others;  and  experience  has  shown  that  the  responsibility  of  the  in- 
dividual is  very  differently  affected,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
disease  from  which  he  is  suffering.  Just  as  the  study  of  the  brains 
of  insane  people  after  death  lends  probability  to  the  opinion  that 
there  are  definite  changes  in  them  corresponding  to  the  various 
mental  diseases,  so  there  are,  during  life,  certain  symptoms  in  the 
operations  of  the  mind  that  characterize  each  form  of  insanity,  which 
are  as  different,  one  from  another,  as  the  distinguishing  features  of 
rheumatism  and  pulmonary  consumption.    To  group  together  all 
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persons  of  unsound  mind,  in  analyzing  their  mental  state,  would  be 
as  unscientific  as  to  expect  the  same  physical  limitations  in  club-foot 
and  typhoid  fever,  and  the  result  would  be  just  as  disastrous. 

First.  Sufficient  mental  capacity  for  ordinary  reason,  reflec- 
tion, and  judgment.  Secondly.  The  knowledge  of  right  and 
wrong  as  applied  to  the  particular  act.  Thirdly.  The  power  of 
self-control  within  reasonable  limits.  Fourthly.  The  absence  of 
insane  delusion  overpowering  reason — the  character  and  strength  of 
the  false  belief  to  be  judged  in  each  particular  case  and  not  by  any 
general  definition  of  insane  delusion,  that  being  impossible.  What 
would  be  an  insane  delusion  in  one  man  under  certain  circumstances 
might  be  entirely  otherwise  in  another  with  different  conditions. 
The  farther  from  reason  and  probability  and  the  more  persistent  a 
delusion,  the  more  is  it  an  indication  of  some  unsoundness  of  the 
whole  mind;  but  an  insane  man  may  be  quite  irresponsible,  wheth- 
er his  acts  were  justified  or  not,  supposing  the  facts  suggested  by 
his  delusion  were  true,  provided  his  mind  were  so  weakened  that  he 
could  not  reason  correctly  from  his  false  premises. 


Guiteau — His  Personal  Appearance. — Dr.  C.  L.  D.,  in 
the  Medical  Record,  relating  his  visit  to  Washington  says : 

"We  went  up  to  the  Court  House,  and  I  obtained  a  seat  close 
by  the  dock,  so  near  that  I  could  touch  the  prisoner  as  he  sat  there. 
I  was  not  rid  of  the  idea  that  something  massively  brutal  and  fiend- 
ish was  to  be  expected  in  the  appearance  of  President  Garfield's 
assasin.  There  was  consequently  a  mixture  of  surprise  and  disap- 
pointmentment  on  first  seeing  the  prisoner.  He  is  a  puny,  white- 
faced,  insignificant  little  fellow,  with  a  peculiar  look  in  his  eyes,  and 
a  rather  anxious  expression  his  face.  He  sat  down  in  the  dock,  but 
at  once  began  an  appeal  to  the  judge  to  have  his  usual  guard  of 
policemen.    *    *    *  * 

Guiteau's  appearance  was  mild  and  inoffensive.  I  could  hard- 
ly realize  that  I  was  standing  in  the  presence  of  a  person  who  had 
done  an  act  which  aroused  a  great  nation,  altered  so  many  destinies, 
and  turned  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world  upon  him;  a  man  who,  if 
sane  is  a  greater  monster  than  ever  was  conceived  by  the  weirdest 
imagination  of  Sue  or  Dumas. 

I  went  to  Washington  thinking  that  society  ought  to  consider 
Guiteau  a  sane  man.  It  is  difficult  not  to  feel  now  that  the  theory 
that  he  is  insane  best  harmonizes  and  makes  clear  his  actions.  If  I 
were  an  expert  (which  I  am  not)  and  obliged  to  testify,  I  would  say 
that  I  did  not  know — a  position  at  once  safe,  scientific,  and  impregna- 
ble. 
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PRESIDENT  GARFIELD'S  CASE. 

ITS  LESSONS. 

Prof.  W.  Tod  Helmuth,  in  an  interesting  paper,  read  before  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  published  in  Neiv  Tork  Medical 
Times,  after  giving  an  account  of  the  mistakes  that  have  been  made 
by  the  most  eminent  surgeons,  gives  two  very  practical  lessons, 
which  we  now  reprint.  They  will  be  very  generally  endorsed  by 
the  profession. 

The  actual  "lessons  of  the  bullet" are  two;  the  first  to  be  learn- 
ed by  the  surgeon;  the  second  to  be  taken  to  heart  by  the  people. 
Both  are  wholesome,  both  are  salutary,  and  will  ultimately  be  pro- 
ductive of  good.  The  surgeon  must  learn  to  remember  a  very 
simple  fact  (which  seems  to  be  utterly  forgotten  by  some  in  the  pro- 
fession), viz.:  that  he  is  human  and  very  mutable.  The  Paracel- 
sus-like arrogance,  self-sufficiency  and  immutability  should  never  by 
him  be  assumed,  no  matter  what  may  be  his  learning,  position,  or 
experience;  that  errors  in  judgment  may  be  committed  at  any  mo- 
ment; and  that  a  properly -conducted  post-mortem  examination  may, 
in  a  very  short  space,  contradict,  in  a  most  astounding  manner,  the 
positive  and  oft-repeated  assertions  regarding  dia^iosis  and  prog- 
nosis. 

Last,  but  not  least,  it  should  be  remembered  that  counter 
openings  and  through  drainage  in  pus  cavities,  are  the  rules  of 
practice  in  the  nineteeth  century,  and  that  positive  statements  re- 
garding the  course  and  precise  location  of  a  bullet  are  not  to  be  re- 
lied upon,  until  demonstrated  by  the  probe,  director,  and  the  scalpel. 
The  pill,  perhaps,  is  a  bitter  one,  but  the  purgation  will  be  whole- 
some, and  will  lift  the  typical  surgeons  of  the  nineteenth  century 
from  their  lofty  pedestals  of  pomposity  and  conceit,  and  will  place 
them  again  among  ordinary  weaker  sons  of  yEsculapius,  who  are 
willing  to  acknowledge  their  short-comings,  on  account  of  the 
meagre  and  uncertain  state  of  their  knowledge  and  acquirements. 
These  remarks,  may,  perhaps  also  apply  to  many  whose  names, 
residences,  and  opinions  regarding  gun-shot  wounds  and  the  differ- 
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ential  diagnoses  of  pyaemia  and  septicaemia,  have  flooded  the  daily 
papers  throughout  the  country. 

After  this  the  second  lesson,  that  is  to  he  learned  by  the 
people. 

There  exists,  throughout  this  entire  country,  and  for  aught  I 
know,  abroad,  both  among  the  people  and  to  a  certain  extent  also 
among  physicians,  an  idea  that,  as  a  surgeon's  work  is  generally 
certain,  the  results  must  be  necessarily  perfect.  A  fracture  in  the 
vicinity  of  a  joint  must  be  restored  to  a  condition  similar  to  that 
which  existed  before  the  injury ;  a  nose  must  be  made  and  engrafted 
upon  a  wretchedly-deformed  face;  and  if  the  manfactured  nasal  ex- 
tremity is  not  equal  in  comeliness  and  perfection  to  other  people's 
noses,  the  patient  grumbles  and  the  surgeon  is  held  responsible.  If 
an  accident  happen  during  an  operation,  an  instrument  breaks,  or 
from  anatomical  anomaly  a  structure  be  unsuspectingly  divided,  the 
operator  is  blamed  and  the  hue  and  cry  of  persecution  is  raised 
against  him;  if  an  eye  be  lost,  from  the  tainted  constitution  of  a 
miserable  patient,  the  oculist  is  summoned  to  court  to  expiate  his 
offence  by  large  damages.  In  fact,  people  are  led  to  suppose — and 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  students  are  generally  taught — that  the 
surgeon  is  presumed  to  be  able  to  restore  parts  in  situation,  appear- 
ance, and  structure,  to  a  condition  equal  to  that  in  which  they  were 
created  by  Almighty  God ;  and  if  these  ideas  of  perfection  be  disap- 
pointed, odium  and  revenge  are  cast  upon  the  surgeon. 

Thus  it  is  that  patients,  having  erroneous  ideas  of  these  matters, 
and  considering  perfection  of  results  the  rule — whereas  it  is  gener- 
ally the  exception — readily  allow  themselves  to  be  thrown  into  a 
ferment  by  this  deformity  or  that  unsightliness,  which  feeling  is 
readily  kindled  into  a  flame  of  excitement — nay,  even  revenge — by 
a  word  from  an  ignorant  or  too  anxious  friend,  or  perhaps — truth 
compels  the  remark — by  a  designing  or  jealous  doctor,  who,  com- 
placently leaning  in  his  easy  chair  and  looking  the  patient  over 
•♦with  a  critic's  eye,"  in  a  most  deprecatory  tone  remarks :  "Ah,  yes ! 
a  bad  job  that;  the  fellow  ought  to  be  made  to  pay  for  it.  Why, 
Mr.  S.,  whom  /  attended,  had  a  very  much  worse  injury  than  yours, 
and  no  one  now  would  ever  know  he  had  been  hurt."  These  are 
the  facts,  gentlemen;  I  am  cognizant  of  them  frequently,  both  in 
private  practice,  in  college  clinics,  and  hospital  attendance ! 

The  case  of  President  Garfield  has  taught  the  people  that  errors 
in  diagnosis  (and  lamentable  errors  too)  can  be  made  by  men  regard- 
ed as  most  skillful,  learned,  and  experienced  in  the  profession.  The 
entire  world  has  been  taught  that  there  indeed  was,  in  this  "cele- 
brated case,"  a  most  singular  mistake  in  diagnosis,  not  only  publicly 
announced,  but  pertinaciously  adhered  to  until  the  post-mortem  ex- 
amination contradicted  both  the  proclamation  and  the  dogmatism; 
the  record  has  become  a  matter  of  history — a  history  that  will  be 
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remembered  by  the  jurymen  in  the  box,  when  called  upon  to  de- 
cide in  cases  of  malpractice;  that  will  influence  the  judge  on  the 
bench,  when  he  renders  his  charge;  that  will  be  forcibly  pointed 
out  by  the  defendant's  counsel  in  civil  malpractice  suits;  and  thus, 
in  the  mysterious  ways  of  Providence,  the  great  calamity  which  has 
fallen  upon  the  country  may  be  a  protection  to  the  surgeon — a  last- 
ing good,  springing  from  a  terrible  evil. 


SLEEP. 


HOW     DOES     HE  SLEEP? 


Dr.  Deems,  in  the  Christian  Herald,  of  Detroit,  presents  some 
practical  views  in  his  pleasing  and  forcible  manner.    He  says: 

One  of  the  most  important  things  to  know  about  any  man  upon  whom 
you  are  going  to  place  any  dependence  is  how  he  sleeps.  Sleeplessness  mav 
sometimes  be  involuntary.  There  may  have  been  some  shock  to  the  man  s 
nerves  which  has  made  him  insomnolent;  but  sleeplessness  is  more  frequent- 
ly voluntary.  Men  choose  to  push  their  studies  or  their  work  into  those 
hours  when  they  should  be  asleep.  It  does  not  matter  for  what  cause  any 
man  may  do  this;  the  mere  fact  of  not  sleeping  spoils  his  case.  He  mav 
spend  his  nights  in  the  theatre,  in  the  study,  or  in  the  "protracted  meeting.^' 
It  will  make  no  difference;  the  result  to  the  body  will  be  the  same.  The 
sleep  was  not  had,  and  for  that  the  man  must  pay.  One  man  may  do  with  a 
little  less  sleep  than  another;  but,  as  a  general  rule,  if  you  want  a  clerk,  a 
lieutenant,  a  lawyer,  a  physician,  a  legislators  judge,  a  president,  or  a  pastor, 
do  not  trust  your  interests  to  any  man  that  docs  not  take  on  an  average  eight 
good,  solid  hours  of  sleep  out  of  every  twenty-four.  Whatever  may  be  his 
reason  for  it,  if  he  does  not  give  himself  that,  he  will  snap  sometime  just 
when  you  want  him  to  be  strong. 

The  intellectual  and  moral  connections  of  sleeping  have,  I  think,  not 
been  sufficiently  appreciated.  Men  and  boys  have  been  praised  for  "burning 
the  midnight  oil."  Now  this  "midnight  oil '  is  a  delusion  and  a  snare.  The 
student  who  is  fast  asleep  at  eleven  o'clock  every  night  and  wide  awake  at 
seven  o'clock  every  morning  is  going  to  surpass  another  student,  of  the  same 
intellectual  ability  who  goes  to  bed  after  twelve  and  rises  before  five.  In 
sleep,  the  plate  on  which  the  picture  is  to  be  taken  is  receiving  its  chemical 
preparation,  and  it  is  plain  that  that  which  is  the  best  prepared  will  take  the 
picture. 

Men  who  are  the  fastest  asleep  when  they  are  asleep  are  the  widest  awake 
when  they  are  awake. 

Great  workers  must  be  great  resters. 

Every  man  who  has  clerks  in  his  employ  ought  to  know  what  their 
sleeping  habits  are.  The  young  man  who  is  up  till  two,  three  and  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning  and  must  put  in  his  appearance  at  the  bank  or  store  at  nine 
or  ten  o'clock  and  work  all  day,  cannot  repeat  this  process  many  days  without 
a  certain  shakiness  coming  into  his  system,  which  he  will  endeavor  to  steady 
br  wme  delutive  stimulous.  It  is  in  this  way  that  many  a  young  man  begins 
his  course  of  ruin.  He  need  not  necessarily  have  been  in  bad  company.  He 
has  lost  his  sleep;  and  losing  sleep  is  losing  strength  and  grace. 

jjfjHere  is  the  outline  of  the  history  of  a  suicide  within  my  own  knowledge: 
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A  young  man  a  stranger  in  New  York,  in  a  good  situation,  in  a  large  board- 
ing-house; has  pleasant  young  companions;  spends  his  evenings  out;  goes  to 
midnight  parties,  from  eleven  to  seven;  his  nerves  become  disturbed,  then  a 
little  drink — a  little  mistake  in  business — another  drink — reproof  from  em- 
ployer— more  drink — more  mistakes — loss  of  situation — no  help  from  frivol- 
lous  companions— money  all  gone — then  credit  all  gone — then  turned  out  of 
boarding-house— wandering  in  the  street— mortification — desperation — shoots 
himself. 

Now,  it  does  not  always  come  to  this;  but  all  people  who  are  losing  sleep 
are  somewhere  along  this  line,  they  are  somewhere  in  the  rapids. 

We  must  begin  a  reform  in  this  department.  People  who  "call  and  pro- 
fess themselves  christians"  must  refuse  to  go  out  in  the  evening  to  any  amuse- 
ment, to  any  entertainment,  to  any  religious  exercise,  from  which  they  can- 
not return  at  ten  o'clock,  to  be  in  their  beds  by  eleven.  The  absurd  and  rui- 
nous custom  of  guests  arriving  at  nine  or  ten  o'clock,  and  supper  being 
served  between  eleven  and  twelve,  must  be  opposed.  Well-to-do  officers  and 
members  of  the  several  churches  must  be  made  by  their  pastors  to  feel  that  if 
they  give  such  entertainments  they  are  responsible  in  a  measure  for  the  del- 
eterious results  that  are  to  come  to  the  bodies,  to  the  intellects,  and  to  the 
souls  of  their  guests,  young  and  old.  Employes  in  every  department  must 
be  made  to  understand  that  intelligent  men  are  not  going  to  intrust  import- 
ant matters  to  the  hands  of  other  men  who  do  not  sleep.  How  dare  any 
merchant  consider  himself  a  christian  who  works  his  clerks  all  night,  and 
then  holds  them  responsible  for  the  bodily,  mental  and  moral  injury  they 
have  sustained  and  which  reacts  upon  his  interests? 

Our  religious  services,  our  business,  our  amusements,  our  police  regula- 
tions, must  all  be  adjusted  to  this  great  necessity  of  our  nature.  When  the 
city  is  governed  as  it  should  be,  no  man  will  be  allowed  to  make  night  hide- 
ous with  loud  noises.  Not  even  policemen  will  be  permitted  in  the  dead  of 
night,  for  an  hour  at  a  stretch,  at  the  top  of  their  voices,  to  bawl  for  the  car- 
riages of  people  who  set  the  laws  of  health  at  defiance  themselves,  and  will 
not  permit  other  people  to  obey  them — a  custom  which  is  rendering  property 
in  the  neighborhood  of  places  of  amusement  unfit  for  residence.  In  this  age 
of  rapid  transit  and  accumulated  work  we  must  more  and  more  provide  for 
the  necessity  of  sleep. 

Instead  of  asking  our  acquaintances,  when  we  meet,  the  usual  question 
of  "How  do  you  do?"  we  might  teach  a  good  lesson  by  that  other  question, 
"How  do  you  sleep?"   

HOMCEOPATHIC  CONSULTATIONS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Record* 

Sir:  I  am  sorry  Dr.  Stair  declines  to  define,  for  publication,  the 
expressions,  "homoeopath"  and  "regular  physician,"  and  to  indicate 
what  he  understands  to  be  the  "doctrines"  of  the  former  and  of  the 
latter.  I  think  if  any  reader  of  this  will  take  pencil  and  paper  and 
thoughtfully  endeavor  to  answer  the  questions  for  himself,  he  will 
not  find  the  task  an  easy  one;  and  if  the  answers  of  a  dozen  differ- 
ent gentlemen  were  compared,  I  feel  confident  that  striking  differ- 
ences would  appear.  Until,  however,  I  know  just  the  meaning  at- 
tached by  Dr.  S.  to  the  expressions  in  question,  I,  of  course,  cannot 
discuss  with  him  the  issues  involved.  I  am  satisfied,  nevertheless, 
that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  misapprehension  concerning  this  matter, 
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and  I  crave  the  indulgence  of  a  little  space  to  present  what  appears 
to  me  to  be  the  truth  concerning  it.  The  fact  is  that,  for  the  past 
thirty-five  years,  physicians  who  are  members  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  or  of  societies  entitled  to  representation  there- 
in, have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  consulting  with  physicians  com- 
monly known  as  "homoeopaths."  This  is  due  partly  to  the  fact 
that  many,  perhaps  most,  of  the  former  have  not  wished  to  consult 
with  the  latter,  and  partly  to  the  fact  that  it  is  generally  supposed 
that  the  "Code  of  Ethics"  expressely  forbids  such  consultations;  and 
the  following  clause  from  the  Code  is  brought  forward  as  evidence 
of  this  prohibition.  The  clause  reads :  "  But  no  one  can  be  consid- 
ered as  a  regular  practitioner  or  a  fit  associate  in  consultation  whose 
practice  is  based  on  an  exclusive  dogma,  to  the  rejection  of  the  ac- 
cumulated experience  of  the  profession,  and  of  the  aids  actually 
furnished  by  physiology,  pathology,  and  organic  chemistry." 

Does  this  apply  to  the  "homoeopaths?"  Do  they  practice  ac- 
cording to  an  "exclusive  dogma,"  and  also  reject  the  aids  above  re- 
ferred to?  If  so,  what  is  this  "exclusive  dogma?"  I  do  not  care  to 
be  told  that  it  is  the  phrase  "similia  similibus  curantur"  (similars 
are  treated  by  similars),  which  we  often  hear  mistranslated  into 
"like  cures  like,"  for  this,  correctly  understood,  is  not  a  dogma,  but 
simply  a  proposition,  and  one  that  excludes  nothing.  The  Latin 
verb  curare  does  not  mean  to  cure,  in  the  ordinary  English  sense 
of  that  term,  but  to  treat  or  take  care  of,  and  is  the  equivalent  of  the 
French  soigner  and  the  German  behaudeln.  The  word  to  cure, 
that  is,  to  restore  to  health,  would  in  Latin  be  expressed  by  the  verb 
sanare,  in  French  by  guerir,  and  in  German  by  heilen.  I  assume, 
therefore,  that  so  far  as  homoeopaths  are  concerned,  the  question 
of  exclusive  dogma  falls;  but  even  It"  it  held,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  show  that,  in  addition,  they  rejected  the  "aids,"  etc.,  above  men- 
tioned before  applying  to  them  the  rule  of  the  Code.  What  is 
there,  then,  to  prevent  consultation  with  a  homoeopath?  Nothing, 
so  far  as  I  can  see,  except  the  matter  of  personal  inclination.  Every 
regular  may,  if  he  chooses,  consult  with  the  average  homoeopath, 
without  fear  of  the  Code,  and,  if  it  is  desirable  to  forbid  such  con- 
sultations, a  new  rule  on  the  subject  must  be  formulated,  and  one 
that  will  accurately  cover  the  ground  without  loophole  or  way  of 
escape.  But  is  it  desirable  that  such  a  rule  or  amendment  to  the 
Code  be  adopted?  This  is  a  question  well  worthy  of  consideration 
at  the  present  time.  Its  discussion,  however,  should  be  preceded 
by  a  clear  statement  of  the  objections  to  homoeopaths  and  to  con- 
sulting with  them.  It  is  only  by  having  a  clear  understanding  of 
these  points  that  we  can  arrive  at  a  judicious  settlement  of  the 
question  as  to  the  desirability  of  consulting,  or  of  amending  the 
Code  so  as  to  effectually  prevent  such  consultations. 

Respectfully  yours,  Ethics. 
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Read  at  the  Banquet  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Medical  College  of 
the  Pacific. — {Pacific  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.) 


I  was  sitting  in  a  musing  mood,  with  thankless  toil  disgusted, 

I  was  thinking  of  the  ailing  brood  whom  I  had  rashly  trusted, 

That  had  gathered  up  their  healthy  loins — aye — gathered  up  and  dusted; 

When  suddenly  upon  my  door  there  came  mysterious  rapping, 
It  was  a  strange,  an  eerie  sound,  a-rap-a-tap-a-tapping, 
Like  a  belated,  desolate  bird,  its  restless  wings  a-flapping. 

Come  in,  I  cried,  and  there  appeared  an  ancient  man,  and  hoary ; 

He  pressed  the  region  of  his  heart,  he  touched  his  upper  story,  * 

And  as  he  bowed  he  seemed  endowed  with  supernatural  glory. 

I  am  an  ancient  Greek,  he  said — perhaps  this  journey  rash  is, 

But  yesternight  my  mouldy  crypt  flamed  with  such  lightning  flashes, 

That  life  leaped  in  my  rotten  bones,  and  kindled  my  old  ashes. 

Perhaps  I  might  acquaint  you  with  our  olden  rules  of  science, 
With  many  a  rare  and  potent  charm,  and  many  a  quaint  appliance, 
Wilh  which  we  bade  to  old  King  Death  a  terrible  defiance. 

Blood,  from  the  left  wing  of  a  dove,  was  a  learned  man's  suggestion, 
Rue,  gathered  in  the  Aill  of  the  moon,  was  given  without  a  question, 
In  fits  and  other  devilish  cramps,  that  came  from  indigestion. 

•    But  first  before  I  give  to  you  this  very  precious  knowlecge, 
Pray  let  me  have  a  quiet  look  around  some  modern  college. 

So  with  this  doctor  venerable — wise  man  of  a  lost  nation, 

Down  to  the  hospital  we  went  to  see  an  operation, 

And  there  were  spread  the  instruments  of  modern  amputation : 

The  silver  wire,  the  tourniquet,  the  knives,  the  saws,  the  sponges : 

Then  came  the  amesthetic,  followed  by  a  few  wild  lunges. 

The  old  Greek  rose  as  death-like  calm  followed  the  final  plunges. 

Great  God !  he  cried,  the  man  is  dead — without  a  moment's  warning. 
Go  seize  that  murderer  with  the  knife,  before  his  further  harming! 
Oh,  pshaw!  I  said,  don't  flare  like  that;  that's  not  the  least  alarming; 
Why,  that  is  Dr.  Douglas — his  patient  chloroforming. 

Next  in  St.  Mary's,  Dr.  Lane  was  a  ligature  applying, 

To  an  aneurismal  artery.    Ah!  said  old  Galen,  sighing, 

We've  given  the  moderns  one  thing,  then,  we  did  ourselves  some  tying. 
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But  everywhere  the  things  I  see  are  more  and  more  surprising. 
Now  what's  that  noisy,  hissing  urn,  with  pungent  smoke  arising? 
That's  Lister's  antiseptic  spray,  we  call  it  carbolizing. 

Back  to  the  college  then  we  came,  where  Dr.  Wythe  was  showing 
The  wonders  of  the  microscope — the  little  yeast  plant  growing, 
And  thro'  the  frog's  transparent  foot,  the  crimson  currents  going, 
And  he  drew  a  drop  of  old  Greek  blood  to  show  the  red  cells  flowing. 

And  each  new  thing  he  saw  or  heard  made  his  amazement  greater. 
•  *  The  rubber  band,  the  plaster  splint,  the  modern  aspirator, 
The  ear  drum  thro'*the  otoscope,  and  Politzer's  inflator ; 

The  optic  disc — with  all  the  branching  arteries  surrounded, 

The  vocal  cords — thro'  which  each  little  note  of  music's  sounded ; 

The  sphygmograph — by  which  the  arterial  streams  are  felt  and  bounded. 

The  clinical  thermometer,  the  heat  of  fever  showing, 

Some  bits  of  skin  in  little  islets  on  an  old  wound  growing, 

Our  chemistry,  with  all  its  salts,  its  alkaloids,  its  gases, 

Its  theory  of  atoms,  its  molecules,  its  masses ; 

Chloral,  Quinine,  Nitrite  of  Amyl,  Jaborandi, 

Potash,  Pepsine,  Iodine,  anything  in  fact  came  handy. 

But  when  I  spoke  of  alcohol,  he  sparkled  up  quite  frisky, 

Well,  well ;  we  ancients  had  our  wines,  far  better  than  your  whiskey. 

But  say  no  more!  at  last  he  cried,  my  very  brain  is  spinning. 

Oh,  pray,  don't  llave  us  yet,  I  said,  -we're  only  just  beginning. 

Nay,  tell  no  more,  for  what  I've  seen  through  all  your  magic  glassesr 

In  benefit  to  human  kind  the  wildest  hope  surpasses, 

And  blots  forever  out  of  sight  the  lights  of  old  Parnassus. 

Back  to  my  sepulchre  I'll  go,  and  tell  my  mouldy  neighbors 

The  wonders  that  the  years  have  wrought  through  all  your  patient  labors. 

Once  more  he  pressed  his  grateful  heart,  and  touched  his  upper  story, 
And  as  he  bowed  once  more  he  seemed  wrapped  in  celestial  glory. 
And  so  departed  from  my  gaze  this  ancient  man  and  hoary. 


The  Diagnostic  Importajjce  of  Odors. — {Medical  Record.) 
In  a  recent  lecture  Dr.  Julius  Althaus,  of  London,  says: 

"I  must  say  a  few  words  on  the  diagnostic  importance  of  cer- 
tain smells  in  the  sick-room,  which  was  formerly  much  insisted 
upon;  indeed,  whole  treatises  have  been  written  on  the  recognition 
of  disease  by  sniffing.  Dr.  Heim,  who  was  the  popular  physician 
of  the  day  at  Berlin,  some  fifty  years  ago,  recognized  measles,  scar- 
let /ever,  and  small  pox  by  their  peculiar  smell  on  first  entering  a 
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house,  and  before  having  seen  the  patient.  Mr.  Bernard,  of  Upton 
Park,  has  recently  recorded  in  the  Lancet  two  cases  of  small-pox  in 
which  the  patients  themselves  perceived  a  dreadful  smell,  apparent- 
ly just  at  the  moment  of  being  exposed  to  contagion;  and  one  of 
them,  when  suffering  from  the  eruption,,  said  that  his  perspiration 
had  the  same  smell  as  that  which  made  him  sick  before.  When  at- 
tending Skoda's  clinique  in  Vienna,  twenty-five  years  ago,  I  noticed 
that  this  celebrated  teacher  was  in  the  habit  of  sniffing  when  ap- 
proaching the  bedside  of  patients  suffering  from  the  last  stages  of 
pneumonia,  phthisis,  typhoid  fever,  etc.,  and  fye  would  give  a  bad 
prognosis  when  he  perceived  what  he  called  the  'cadaverous  smell.' 
Mr.  Crompton,  of  Birmingham,  has  noticed  a  peculiar  earthly  smell 
from  the  body  a  week  or  a  fortnight  before  death,  which,  he  says, 
has  never  deceived  him — an  appropriate  illustration  of  the  saying, 
*Earth  to  earth.'  Dr.  Begbie  distinguished  typhus  and  typhoid 
fevers  by  the  sanguineous  (others  call  it  'mousy')  smell  of  the  form- 
er. Prof.  Parkes  has  noticed  a  peculiar  odor  in  the  skin  of  cholera 
patients.  A  pungent  smell  in  the  chamber  of  a  lying-in  woman 
shows  that  lacteal  secretion  is  well  established,  while  an  ammoniacal 
smell  has  been  said  to  indicate  the  approach  of  puerperal  fever. 
Many  women  emit  a  peculiar  odor  while  menstruating,  which  re- 
sembles a  mixture  of  blood  and  chloroform,  and  this  is  believed  to 
arise,  not  so  much  from  the  discharge,  as  from  the  more  pungent 
character  of  the  sweat  secreted  in  the  axillae.  [At  a  meeting  of  the 
Heurological  Society  in  this  city,  some  time  ago,  the  fact  was  stat- 
ed that  during  intercourse  women,  in  some  cases^  emitted  a  peculiar 
odor  from  the  breath.]  Persons  of  costive  habit  have  a  fecal  smell ; 
and  this  is  also  often  noticed  in  hypochondriacs  and  lunatics.  In 
uraemia,  whether  owing  to  kidney  disease  or  to  severe  retention  of 
the  urine,  a  urinous  odor  is  emitted  by  the  body,  and  the  presence 
of  pus  in  some  part  of  the  body  has  been  recognized  by  a  peculiar 
warm,  milky  smell  of  the  patient. 

"Apart  from  the  odor  of  the  sick-room  and  the  body  generally, 
the  smell  of  the  sputa,  urine,  faeces,  sweat,  ulcers,  etc.,  was  carefully 
noted  by  the  older  practitioners  and  utilized  for  prognosis  and  treat- 
ment. Unquestionably  there  was  much  that  was  fanciful  in  such 
ideas;  but,  unoccupied  as  we  are  at  present  with  the  study  of  more 
precise  and  definite  symptoms,  we  have,  perhaps,  gone  to  the  other 
extreme  in  neglecting  such  signs  altogether.  Everybody  has  his 
own  special  odor,  and  this  varies  according  to  the  circumstances  of 
life,  the  food  taken,  and  the  state  of  health  in  which  he  happens  to 
be.  That  it  should  be  altered  in  disease,  and  that  special  diseases 
should. have  special  odors,  is  only  what  one  would  expect;  yet  the 
increase  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation  has,  no  doubt,  done  away  with 
a  large  variety  of  smells  which  formerly  used  to  assail  the  nostrils 
of  the  physician."  • 
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DR.  SAMUEL  SEXTON. 
Our  esteemed  colleague,  Prof.  Henry  C.  Houghton,  writes  as 
follows: 

New  York,  Feb.  16,  1882. 

Dear  Doctor: — I  have  the  honoj-  of  an  acquaintance  with  Dr. 
Samuel  Sexton  and  by  accepting  his  courteous  invitation  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  had  the  privilege  of  hear- 
ing his  paper.  The  English  language  is  rather  too  cool  to  convey 
the  impression  made  upon  my  mind  by  the  gentlemen  present  who 
heard  for  the  first  time  perhaps,  the  "monstrous  doctrines"  promul- 
gated by  Dr.  Sexton.  My  friend  and  former  teacher,  Dr.  Roosa, 
(whom  I  esteem  as  I  ever  have,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  is  a 
sceptic  as  to  action  of  drugs,  and  I  an  enthusiast.)  made  a  most 
graceful  concession  when  he  said,  "But  these  are  the  principles  of 
homoeopathy,"  thjy  may  be  correct  and  we  may  be  wrong.  The 
principles  of  treatment  enunciated  by  the  author  of  the  paper  repre- 
sents the  kind  adopted  by  my  friends  in  that  society  (Homoeopathic 
Otological  Society)  for  I  have  several  personal  friends  among  its 
members." 

I  am  sorry  that  Dr.  Sexton  should  have  taken  a  different  posi- 
tion and  a  false  one,  when  he  said  he  failed  to  see  the  connection 
between  his  teachings  and  homoeopathy.  True  he  quotes  Ringer  as 
the  author  of  some  similar  teachings,  but  that  is  only  removing  the 
original  authority  one  step,  for  Ringer  has  only  sugar  coated  the 
dose  for  tender-mouthed  practitioners.  These  principles  are  those  of 
homoeopathy. 

We  need  not  be  surprised  that  Dr.  Webster  does  not  know,  but 
he  candidly  says  he  should  insist  on  seeing  one  or  two  cases  treated. 
That  is  the  true  test.    Let  other  aurists  try  it. 

Yours  truly,  Henry  C.  Houghton. 


Worthless  Medicines. — The  editor  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Journal  speaks  to  the  point  thus :  "Our  country  is  flooded  with  worth- 
less medicines.  They  range  from  the  veriest  nostrums,  which  are# 
vouched  for  by  respectable  physicians,  to  the  dirtiest  of  dirty  fluid 
extracts,  which  are  sold  to  retail  druggists  at  "prices  below  compe- 
tition." It  seems  strange  to  me  that  physicians  should  buy  such 
stuff  or  should  send  their  prescriptions  to  those  who  deal  in  them. 
Nothing  can  be  gained  from  worthless  medicines,  and  the  man  who 
uses  them  will  eventually  lose  his  reputation,  if  he  does  not  sacri- 
fice the  lives  of  his  patients. 

A  student  came  into  the  office  some  three  weeks  since,  saying 
that  his  room-mate  had  a  very  sore  throat,  and  he  thought  it  was 
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diphtheria.  After  he  had  described  his  case,  I  said,  give  him  Aco- 
nite and  Phytolacca.  "But  he  has  been  taking  these  for  two  days, 
and  he  is  growing  worse,"  he  replied.  "Where  did  you  get  the 
medicine?"  I  asked.  He  named  a  first-class  prescription  store, 
where  he  had  purchased  half  oz.  tincture  Phytolacca;  the  Aconite  he 
had  in  his  pocket-case.  The  bottle  of  Phytolacca  was  brought  up 
and  it  was  as  black  as  tar,  and  had  no  property  of  the  agent — it  was 
simply  nasty  and  as  worthless  medicinally  as  that  much  fecal  mat- 
ter. A  good  medicine  was  given  in  place  of  it,  and  the  patient's 
throat  improved  at  once. 

I  have  no  sympathy  for  the  makers  of  worthless  or  inferor 
medicines,  and  I  have  no  regard  for  the  name  "fluid  extract,"  which 
covers  a  multitude  of  sins.  If  we  ever  have  a  pharmacopoeia,  I 
hope  the  name  will  be  dropped;  if  not  I  shall  wash  my  hands  of 
the  aforesaid  pharmacopaeia." 

Yet  we  know  certain  homoeopathic  physicians  who  use  common 
drug  store  tincture  Phytolacca,  evidently  made  from  old  dried  root, 
which  compared  with  the  green  root  tincture  is  inert. 

Syphilinum,  etc. — P.  P.  Wells,  M.  D.,  closes  an  article  in 
the  Homoeopathic  Physician  replying  to  Dr.  B.,  by  saying:  The 
Doctor  entitles  his  paper  " The  Scientific  Use  of  the  Nosodes™ 
Notwithstanding  this,  I  fail  to  find  in  it  aught  that  shows  their  use 
to  be  in  any  way  or  manner  "scientific"  He  has  given  no 
new  principle  for  our  guidance  in  their  use.  He  has  utterly  failed  to 
show  their  relationship  to  any  law,  homoeopathic  or  otherwise,  or 
giving  aught  that  can  be  perceived  as  an  excuse  for  his  so  employ- 
ing this  word.  It  is  a  much  abused  word  in  these  times,  and  the 
more  is  the  pity.  It  is  enough  to  sanctify  whatever  of  eccentricity 
or  extravagance  in  practice,  if  the  sinner  only  uses  this  word  freely 
enough,  and  deludes  himself  by  its  sweet  sound  into  a  belief  that 
this  word  somehow  redeems  his  vagaries  from  their  true  character 
and  gives  to  them  something  of  the  character  and  worth  of  truth. 


Wisconsin  State  Vaccine  Farm. — The  Wisconsin  State 
Board  of  Health  runs  a  vaccine-farm  under  the  charge  of  it  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  E.  L.  Griffin.  During  two  weeks  Dr.  Griffin  has  pro- 
duced from  sixty  to  seventy  thousand  points,  which  have  been  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  Northwest,  where  the  small -pox  excite- 
ment exists.  At  the  Wisconsin  farm,  Dr.  Griffin  and  his  associates 
have  vaccinated  about  one  thousand  heifers  since  they  commenced 
their  work  of  production.  The  most  successful  operations  are  upon 
the  light-haired  heifers,  those  dark  in  color  always  having  tough 
skins.  From  some  animals  one  thousand  points  are  taken,  while 
otders  produce  none  at  all. 
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Bovine  Virus. — The  cow-pox  virus  we  have  been  furnishing 
according  to  our  advertisement,  has  given  general  satisfaction.  Very 
rarely  do  we  here  of  any  failure  in  primary  vaccinations.  Mr.Bergh 
has  been  writing  against  vaccination  but  in  his  article  he  unwitting- 
ly gives  testimony  of  its  value  in  his  own  case,  having  had  varioloid 
when  he  doubtless  would  have  had  variola  if  he  had  not  been  vac- 
cinated.   

Carrying  Arms. — Robert  Colly  er  speaks  to  the  point. 
"This  is  the  land  of  armed  men.  Even  the  farmer  has  a  revolver  in 
his  bedroom,  and  on  the  slightest  provocation  pulls  out  his  pistol. 
Two  hundred  years  have  proved  that  in  civil  life  at  least  the 
Quaker  is  right.  No  Quaker  ever  shoots  and  no  Quaker  is  ever 
shot.  There  should  be  a  general  disarmament,  and  we  should 
guard  the  sale  of  pistols  as  we  guard  the  sale  of  poisons.  It  is  the 
brutality  that  comes  with  the  possession  of  weapons  that  does  the 
harm." 

A  Garfield  Anecdote. — {Interview  with  Col.  Rockwell  in 
Cleveland  Herald.)  "There  is  one  thing,  I  believe,  that  has  thus, 
far  escaped  being  published,  said  the  Colonel,  "and  that  was  a  little 
incident  that  occurred  only  a  few  days  before  his  death.  It  was  along 
in  the  afternoon,  and  I  was  the  only  one  near  his  bedside  at  the 
time.  He  had  just  awakened  from  a  short  nap,  and  lay  quietly 
gazing  at  the  ceiling  above.  'Old  boy,'  said  he,  suddenly,  'do  you 
think  my  name  will  ever  go  down  in  history?'  'Yes,'  I  responded; 
'not  so  much,  though,  for  what  you  have  done  as  what  you  will  do.' 
With  a  sad  smile  upon  his  face  and  a  slight  shaking  of  his  head,  he 
said :    'No,  not  for  what  I  will  do ;  my  work  is  finished.' " 


Injurious  Effects  of  Red  Vulcanized  Rubber  Plates 
in  Dentistry  {Chicago  Med.  your,  and  Exam.). — There  are 
two  serious  objections  to  the  use  of  this  material,  composed,  as  it  is, 
of  bisulphuret  of  mercury  and  sulphur,  viz. :  loss  of  bony  substance 
from  undue*  absorption,  caused  by  the  retention  of  heat  under  the 
plate ;  and  the  poisonous  effects  of  the  coloring  material,  which  con- 
stitutes one-third  of  the  whole  plate. 

The  first  of  the,se  is  the  least  serious  of  the  two,  but  affects  all 
who  wear  it,  only  in  different  degrees.  I  have  never  yet  seen  a 
mouth  where  this  material  has  been  worn  but  there  were  evidences 
of  undue  absorption,  and  thousands  of  mouths  are  ruined  by  it,  for 
absorption  goes  on  until  there  is  no  "process"  left,  and  no  ridge,  or 

only  a  flexible  one  of  this  membrane.    The  effect  produced  by 

the  coloring  material  is  far  more  serious,  although  not  so  often  re- 
alized, because  it  seriously  affects  the  health  of  the  patient. 
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Albumen  Water. — (Chemist  and  Druggist.)  This  has 
been  recommended  as  a  good  sustitute  for  milk  and  beef-tea  in  cases 
where  these  substances  disagree  with  the  patient,  or  could  not  be  ■• 
obtained.  The  preparation  is  largely  *used  by  the  French.  It  is 
made  by  dissolving  the  white  of  one  or  more  eggs  in  a  pint  or  two 
of  water,  sweetening  with  glycerine,  and  flavoring  with  orange- 
flower  water.  It  may  be  taken  cold  and  used  ad  libitum.  It  is  an 
excellent  food  in  typhoid  fever  and  typhoid  dysentery. 


Mecca  Water. — (Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.)  Prof. 
Frankland,  of  London,  has  lately  analyzed  water  taken  from  the 
sacred  well  of  Mecca.  The  water  is  transported  to  all  Mohamme- 
dan countries,  and  is  greatly  sought  for  by  the  faithful.  The  sam- 
ple examined  was  found  extremely  filthy  and  much  affected  by 
sewage,  and  is  forcibly  described  as  bottled  cholera.  It  requires  no 
effort  of  the  imagination  to  realize  the  virtues  of  this  water  as  a 
disseminator  of  disease,  whatever  its  merits  may  be. 


Kind  Words. — An  old  subscriber  writes  us: 

"In  renewing  my  subscription  for  the  Observer  permit  me 
to  thank  you  for  the  ever  welcome  monthly  visitor.  With  the  hope 
that  your,  health  may  be  firmly  established, 

I  am  fraternally,  H.  L.  Chase. 

We  are  very  grateful  for  these  words  of  cheer.    Similar  words, 

and  many  new  subscriptions  encourage  us  for  the  new  year. 


Dwarf. — (Medical  Record.)  A  new  dwarf  was  exhibited 
at  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  Paris.  He  is  thirty  inches  high, 
weighs  eighteen  pounds,  and  is  fourteen  years  old.  His  head  was 
pronounced  by  M.Jules  Guerin  to  be  an  example  of  "microcephalic 
generalisee."  His  intelligence  is  about  the  average  of  boys  of  his 
age.    His  parents  are  French  peasants  and  are  well  grown  people. 


Medical  Rays. — Dr.  Babbitt  announces  that  if  a  yellow  or 
amber  colored  bottle  filled  with  water  be  exposed  to  the  sunlight 
the  water  within  will  become  medicated,  so  that  it  will  act  as  a 
laxative  principle,  while  water  exposed  in  a  blue  bottle  will  act  as  a 
nervine,  a  stringent  narcotic.  This  is  equal  in  absurdity  to  Luna 
2  c.  m. 


Panna. — Panna  is  the  root  of  Aspidium  athamanticum^ 
whose  habitat  is  the  cape  of  Good  Hope.  It  is  said  to  be  the  best, 
mildest,  and  safest  remedy  against  tape-Worm.  About  six  grammes, 
divided  into  three  doses,  are  sufficient  for  a  complete  cure,so  it  is  said. 
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Maltine  or  Dietetic  Specifics. — Dr.  T.  G.  Comstock  of 
St  Louis  reports,  in  the  St.  Louis  Clinical  Review,  the  very  satis- 
factory results  he  has  obtained  both  in  private  and  hospital  practice, 
from  the  various  preparations  of  Maltine  prepared  by  Reed  and 
Carnrick  of  New  York.  In  patients  convalescing,  who  are  debili- 
tated from  long  sickness  or  wasting  disease,  where  drugs  are  less 
medicated  than  nutritious,  he  has  found  Maltine  either  with  or  with- 
out some  of  its  combinations  very  beneficial.  He  says:  "In  a  large 
number  of  cases  with  anaemic  conditions,  when  Maltine  ferrated 
has  been  used,  beneficial  effects  have  followed.  In  cases  of  certain 
pulmonary  affection,  especially  bronchial  catarrhs,  Maltine  com- 
bined with  Terba  Santa  (Malto-  Terbine),  has  been  found  very  use- 
ful. Of  all  the  preparations  of  Maltine,  the  Maltine  with  Peptones 
has  given  the  best  satisfaction.  In  cases  of  complete  debility,  espec- 
ailly  among  females,  this  preparation  has  seemed  to  improve  them, 
and,  moreover,  the  preparation  is  agreeable  and  can  be  easily  taken; 
indeed,  we  might  say  these  preparations  of  Maltine  seemed  to  have 
almost  filled  up  a  gap  in  our  therapeutical"  resources  and  given  us 
dietetic  specifics." 

We  can  heartily  endorse  Prof.  Comstock's  recommendations. 


The  Deaths  in  Great  Britain  for  the  last  decade  were 
300,000  less  than  would  have  been  under  the  death  rate  of  the  pre- 
ceding decade;  preventive  medicine  was  the  main  cause,  says  the 
Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  but  we  claim  some  credit 
for  the  influence  of  Homoeopathy. 


Warner  &  Co. — One  of  our  eastern  subscribers  writes:  "I 
wish  Prof.  Jones  would  write  up  W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  of  Phila- 
delphia as  they  deserve  for  sending  out  their  parvules  thus  chasing 
the  devil  around  the  stump.    Prof.  T-  is  the  man  to  show  them  up." 


High,  and  Lower  than  Low.— There  is  before  us  the  adver- 
tising card  of  some  nostrums  of  the  allopathic  school,  with  a  refer- 
ence to  a  homoeopathic  pharmacy,  where  high  potencies  are  praised 
as  perfection,  at  which  the  nostrums  can  be  purchased. 

Green  Light  for  Plants. — (Journal  of  Chemistry.)  It 
is  said  that  plants  will  not  thrive  in  a  green  light,  but  will  soon 
wither  and  die  under  it.  They  specially  require  the  red  rays  of  the 
sun.   

A  Mrs.  Denning,  of  Streator,  Illinois,  at  the  age  of  54 
years  and  three  months,  gave  birth  to  a  child  at  full  term  weighing 
12  pounds. 


Digitized  by  Google 


136 


AMERICAN  OBSERVER. 


[March 


E.  A.  LODGE,  SEN'r.,  M.  D.,  DETROIT,  MICHIGAN,  EDITOR. 


Any  book  noticed  in  these  pages  will  be  mailed  from  American  Obssrvrr 
office  free  of  postage,  upon  receipt  of  price,  Uu  10  f«r  cent,  discount. 

OPHTHALMIC  THERAPEUTICS  by  Geo.  S. Norton,  M.D. 
Prof,  of  Ophthalmology,  New   York  Ophthalmic  Hospital, 
etc.,  with  an    introduction   by    Prof   T.  F.  Allen,  M.  D. 
Boericke  &  Tafel,  N.  T.,  and  Philadelphia, 
Those  who  have  used  the  former  edition  of  this  work  will  not 
need  much  solicitation  to  possess  themselves  of  the  results  of  six 
additional  years  of  clinical  work,  which  is  here  condensed  and  ac- 
credited to  the  gentlemen  who  have  cheerfully  added  to  the  author's 
accumulated  stores.    Much  as  we  may  value  the  pathogenesis  of  a 
drug,  it  is  only  when  it  is  supported  by  clinical  tests  that  we  can 
rest  upon  it  for  office  or  hospital  service.    This  work  is  done  by  such 
efforts  as  the  one  under  notice,  and  it  needs  only  a  repertory  (which 
must  be  added  eventually)  similar  to  Bell  on  Diarrhoea,  to  make  it 
equally  popular.    However,  it  is  the  specialist  who  will  give  a  par- 
ticular welcome  to    this   work.    Beside   the  notes  given  to  the 
author  by  his  colleagues  in  the  N.  Y.  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  there 
appear  scattered  through  the  book,  notes  and  cured  cases  reported 
by  our  leading  oculists,  so  that  we  have  confirmed  symptoms,  both 
objective  and  subjective,  to  guide   in    selection  of  the  remedy  in 
any  similar  lesion. 

The  work  is  divided  into  two  parts.  Part  first  gives  the  ma- 
teria medica,  Acetic  acid  to  Zinc ;  first  the  objective  symptoms  are 
given,  second  the  subjective,  then  notes  on  the  vision,  and  last, 
clinical  facts.  Under  both  objective  and  subjective  divisions  the 
author  emphasizes  the  distinctive  symptoms  and  shows  the  shades 
of  difference  which  guide  to  the  selection  of  a  remedy.  Under  the 
clinical  division  are  given  the  lesions  for  which  the  drug  is  espec- 
ially useful,  and  after  popular  ideas  are  exploded  by  the  results  of 
long  clinical  use;  for  instance,   guided    by  [our  old  repertone 
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everybody  has  given  Belladonna  for  almost  every  form  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  eye ;  notice  these  hints  for  its  use :  "The  use  of  this 
drug  in  inflammatory  diseases  of  the  eye  is  much  more  limited  than 
is  generally  supposed."  "Idiopathic  iritis  has  been  aborted  in  the 
early  stages  by  this  remedy,  but  it  is  not  often  indicated."  "In  dis- 
eases of  the  fundus,  Belladonna  has  been  a  most  valuable  remedy." 
"Belladonna  has  relieved  temporarily  the  severe  pains  of  glaucoma, 
though  I  have  never  seen  any  permanent  benefit  from  its  use." 
Under  Bryonia  contrast  is  shown  as  to  its  action  on  external  and 
deep  tissues.  The  action  of  Causticum  in  arresting  cataract  and 
overcoming  paralysis  is  illustrated  by  cases.  Graphites  is  compared 
wjth  Ant.  crud.;  Hepar  sulph.  calc.  and  Sulphur;  Hepar  sulph. 
with  Merc,  prot,  and  Kali  bichrom.  The  analysis  of  the  Mercu- 
rials and  comparison  with  each  other,  as  also  with  Graphites,Arsenic, 
Euphrasia  and  Sulphur,  is  very  valuable.  The  study  of  Nux  vom- 
ica, Phosphorus,  Pulsatilla,  Rhus  tox.,  Silicea  and  Sulphur,  might 
be  noticed  at  length,  especially  that  of  Rhus  tox.,  to  show  that  later 
and  more  perfect  investigations  reveal  that  the  older  masters  of 
homoeopathic  materia  medica  were  not  at  fault  in  following  patho- 
genetic indications,  even  before  the  ophthalmoscope  was  used  to  ex- 
pose the  results  of  the  "grandest  sphere  of  action"  of  Rhus  tox. 

There  is  a  trite  cry  often  heard  from  some  of  the  wise-acres  of 
our  school,  to  the  effect  that  we  shall  be  better  employed  in  the  task 
of  testing  the  old  remedies  than  we  shall  be  in  finding  new  ones  for 
special  diseases.  If  these  croakers  have  a  proper  appreciation  of 
the  material  they  find  under  Duboisia,  Gelsemium,  Jaborandi, 
Physostigma  and  Veratrum  viride  we  shall  hear  less  of  this  anti- 
quated whine. 

Part  second  covers  about  forty  pages  less  than  the  materia  med- 
ica, and  discusses  the  diseases  of  the  eyes  from  without  inward,  not 
to  give  etiology,  but  to  give  hints  on  treatment,  and  those  remedies 
acting  especially  on  lachrymal  apparatus,  lids,  conjunctiva,  cornea 
sclera,  iris,  ciliary  body,  chloroid,  optic  nerves  and  retina,  lens, 
vitreous  humor,  muscles  and  motor  nerves.  The  indications  are 
eminently  practical  and  show  that  even  brilliant  results  from  careful 
prescription  of  indicated  remedies  do  not  necessarily  lead  to  trans- 
cendental nonsense. 

There  is  no  copyright  on  materia  medica,  no  traddmark  to  be 
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put  on  such  work  as  the  author  has  done  for  the  profession,  hut  if 
any  writer  on  this  subject  aspires  to  do  similar  service,  he  has  a 
broad  foundation  on  which  to  build,  only  let  him  give  all  honor  to 
the  pioneers  who  began  service,  as  Prof.  Allen  writes  in  the  intro- 
duction, "When  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  hospital  was  placed  un- 
der the  care  of  surgeons  who  prescribed  drugs  in  accordance  with 
the  homoeopathic  law  of  cure,  there  was  but  little  precedent  for 
them  to  follow.  *  *  *  Either  the  alleged  cure  was  doubtful, 
or  the  diagnosis  obscure,  and  the  symptoms  so  vague  that  no  opin- 
ion could  be  formed  as  to  the  real  nature  of  the  malady.  The  sur- 
geons were  compelled  to  begin  de  novo^  and  build  up  a  clinical 
record,  and  we  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  most  satisfactory  cures 
were  made."    It  is  this  record  which  is  here  given  by  Dr.  Norton. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  the  work  is  issued  in  the 
general  style  of  Messrs.  Boericke  &  TafePs  publications.  It  is  a 
comfort  to  look  at  the  clear  type,  clear  paper  and  clear  margin. 

H. 

WOOD'S    LIBRARY   OF    STANDARD  MEDICAL 
A  UTHORSJor  1882. 

Wood's  Library  of  Standard  Medical  Authors  for  1882  will 
consist  of  twelve  volumes  of  from  250  to  400  pages  each,  of  orig- 
inal book,  reprints  of  standard  books,  and  translations  from  the 
French  and  German,  closely  printed  on  fine  paper,  well  illustrated, 
thoroughly  indexed,  and  in  neat  binding. 

Wood's  Library,  1882,  will  consist  of: 

Vol.  I,  for  January,  Illustrations  of  Dissections,  by  George 
Viner  Ellis,  and  G.  H.  Ford,  Esq.,  which  we  noticed  in  our  Feb.  No. 

Vol.  II,  for  February,  is  the  second  volume  of  Illustrations  of 
Dissections,  in  a  series  of  original  colored  plates,  representing  the 
dissections  of  the  human  body,  with  descriptive  letter  press,  by 
George  Viner  Ellis,  and  G.  H.  Ford,  Esq.,  containing  29  full  page 
chromo-lithographic  plates. 

Vol.  Ill,  for  March,  will  be:  Rheumatism,  Gout,  and  some  of 
the  allied  diseases,  by  Morris  Longstreth,  M.  D.,  etc. 

Vol.  IV,for  April,  will  be:  Practical  Medical  Anatomy , a  guide 
to  the  physician  in  the  study  of  the  relations  of  the  viscera  to  each 
other  in  heftlth  and  disease,  and  in  the  diagnosis  of  the  medical  and 
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surgical  conditions  of  the  anatomical  structures  of  the  head  and 
trunk,  by  Ambrose  L.  Ranney,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

Vol.V,  for  May,  will  be :  Mental  Pathology  and  Therapeutics, 
by  W.  Griesinger,  M.  D.  Translated  from  the  German,  by  C. 
Lockhart  Robertson,  M.  D.,  Cantab,  Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
Sussex  Lunatic  Asylum,  Haywards  Heath,  and  James  Rutherford, 
M.  D.,  Edinburgh. 

Vol.  VI,  for  June,  will  be:  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics, 
(inorganic  substances)  by  Charles  D.  F.  Phillips,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C. 
S.  E.,  lecturer  on  Materia  Medica,  Westminster  Hospital,  London. 
Adapted  to  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  by  Lawrence  John- 
son, M.  D.    Volume  L 

Vol.  VII,  for  July,  will  be:  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics, 
(inorganic  substances)  by  Charles  D.  F.  Phillips,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C. 
S.  E.,  lecturer  on  Materia  Medica,  Westminster  Hospital,  London. 
Adapted  to  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  by  Lawrence  John- 
son, M.  D.    Volume  II. 

Vol.V  I II,  for  August,  will  be:  A  Treatise  on  Veterinary  Med- 
icine as  applied  to  the  diseases  and  injuries  of  the  horse.  Compiled 
from  standard  and  modern  authorities  by  F.  O.  Kirby. 

Vol.IX,  for  September,  will  be :  An  Index  of  Surgery,  being  a 
concise  classification  of  the  main  facts  and  theories  of  surgery  for 
the  use  of  senior  students  and  others,  by  C.  B.  Keetle^,  F.  R.  C.  S. 

Vol.  X,  for  October  will  be  Diseases  of  the  CEsophagus,  Nasal 
Cavities,  and  Neck;  by  Morrell  Mackenzie,  M.  D.,  London. 

Vol.XI,  for  November,  will  be:  Lectures  on  Diseases  of  Chil- 
dren ;  a  handbook  for  physicians  and  students,  by  Edward  Henoch. 

Vol.  XII,  for  December,  will  be  Electro-Therapeutics,  by 
Prof.  Wilhelm  Heinrich  Erb,  of  Heidelberg,  Baden.  This  new 
book,  expected  in  time  for  publication  in  this  library  in  1882,  is  by 
the  highest  authority  in  Europe.  It  has  been  impatiently  looked 
for,  for  sometime  past,  and  will  probably  be  one  of  the  best  works 
ever  written  upon  the  subject. 

A  TREATISE  ON  DISEASES   OF  INFANTS  AND 
CHILDREN;  by  W.  A.  Edmonds,  M.  Z>.,  Prof,  of  Peed- 
ology,  etc.    Boericke  <&  Tafel,  New  Tork  and  Philadelphia. 
This  is  the  worthy  author's  first  book  but  we  venture  the  pre- 
diction that  it  will  not  be  his  last.    Yet,  should  it  so  happen  that  no 
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•  other  work  from  the  same  pen  should  succeed  this,  the  profession 
will  be  in  debt  to  the  writer  for  a  well  written  and  eminently  prac- 
tical treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Infants  and  Children.  Prof.  Ed- 
monds  had  a  large  practice  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  in  a  much 
larger  field  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  he  has  doubtless  full  scope  for"  the 
pursuit  of  his  specialty. 

The  author  has  designed  his  work  as  a  convenient  reference- 
book  to  the  practitioner,  and  a  text-book  for  the  student,  and  it  will 
be  found  suitable  to  both  physicians  and  students. 

In  the  first  chapter  Prof.  E.  says:  "It  is  indispensable  that  the 
physician  having  children  in  charge  should  convince  them  by  his 
manner  that  he  likes  them,  and  sympathizes  with  them."  This  is 
correct.  A  doctor  that  does  not  really  love  children  will  never  treat 
them  successfully.  The  physician  who  is  devotedly  attached  to 
them  quickly  gains  their  confidence  and  respect,  and  their  treatment 
becomes  very  much  easier  than  with  the  M.  D.  who  has  a  prefer- 
ance  for  the  treatment  of  adults. 

7  HE  HUMAN  EAR  AND  ITS  DISEASES;  by   W.  H. 
Winslow,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D.    Boericke  &  Tafel,  New  York  and 
Philadelphia.  1882.  Octavo,      x  6  x  1 ;  pp.  J26.  Price,  $4.50. 

This  is  a  practical  treatise  upon  the  examination,  and  treatment 
of  affections  of  the  ear  and  associate  parts,  prepared  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  students  and  the  guidance  of  physicians.  The  author  has 
had  large  experience,  being  oculist  and  aurist  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Homoeopathic  Hospital;  and  formerly  clinical  assistant  to  Wills 
ophthalmic  hospital,  assistant  surgeon  to  the  eye  and  ear  depart- 
ment of  the  childrens  hospital,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  The  results  of  accu- 
rate knowledge,  close  observation  and  abundant  iacilities  are  given 
to  the  profession  in  a  very  readable  book. 

The  work  contains  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  illustrations, 
and  is  printed  and  bound  in  the  publisher's  usual  good  style. 

This  book  has  just  been  issued,  and  we  can  only  make  this 
brief  notice  of  its  character  and  contents  but  expect  to  receive  a  full 
review  of  it  from  H.  C.  Houghton,  M.  D.,  editor  of  the  Otological 
department  of  this  journal,  which  we  will  publish  in  our  next. 
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A   COMPLETE  MINOR   SURGERY,  the  Practitioner's 
Vade  Mecum,  including  a  Treatise  on  Venereal  Diseases  by 
E.  C.  Franklin,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  etc.    Illustrated.    Chicago,  Gross  <&  Del- 
bridge.    1882.    8vo.,  q\x  6  x  1 ;  pp.  42 j ;  cloth. 

This  is  issued  by  the  pharmaceutists,  Messrs.  Gross  &  Del- 
bridge,  of  Chicago,  who  have  only  just  commenced  business  as 
publishers,  but  the  style  in  which  they  have  brought  out  Burt's 
Physiological  Materia  Medica  and  the  present  work,  gives  promise 
of  success. 

Prof.  Franklin  is  a  good  lecturer,  and  a  pleasing  writer,  and 
the  Minor  Surgery  will  no  doubt  be  better  received  by  the  profes- 
sion than  his  previous  works  on  the  same  subject. 

LANDS  OF  THE  BIBLE.    A  geographical  and  topographi- 
cal description  of  Palestine,  with  letters  of  travel  in  Egypt, 
Syria,  Asia  Minor  and  Greece,  by  y.  W.  McGarvey.    C.  C. 
Clinedc  Co.,  j  jo  W.  Main  St.,  Louisville,  Ky.     624  pp.  octavo. 
Cloth,  Sj/  sheep,  $3.50;  half  Turkey,  $4. 
We  have  been  acquainted  with  Prof.  McGarvey  as  a  preacher 
and  commentator  for  many  years,  with  admiration  for  his  talent  as 
a  very  clear  reasoner,  and  a  fluent  speaker,  but  we  had  no  thought 
whatever  that  he  possessed  any  special  gifts  for  close  observation  as 
a  traveler,  and  g  raphic  description  of  natural  scenery.    The  volume 
before  us  gives  evidence  of  great  power  in  each  of  these  particulars. 
It  is  intensely  interesting,  and  considering  the  multitude  of  fine  illus- 
trations and  the  quality  of  paper,  printing  and  binding,  it  is  a  mar- 
vel of  cheapness.    The  engravings  are  from  photographs  of  the 
places  visited.    It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  so  meritorious  a  work 

has  met  with  a  generous  reception.  The  first  edition  of  10,000 
copies  was  sold  before  it  came  from  the  press,  and  the  second  edi- 
tion is  being  rapidly  disposed  of. 

REPORTOF  THE  BUREAU  OF  GENERAL  SANI- 
TARY SCIENCE,  CLIMATOLOGY  AND  HY- 
GIENE. 

This  is  a  reprint  of  the  Transactions  of  the  American  Institute 
which  we  receive  with  the  compliments  of  Bushrod  W.  James,  M. 

D.  ,  Chairman,  and  which  can7doubtless  be  obtained  of  him  by  any 
of  our  readers  who  feel  specially  interested  in  sanitation.  It  con- 
tains ten  very  interesting  paperr  by  Drs.  B.  W.James,  T.  S.  Verdi, 

E.  U.Jones,  A.  R.  Wright,  T.  P.  Wilson,  H.  W.  Taylor,  G.  M. 
Ockford,  L.  D.  Morse  and  W.  M.  Cate. 
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THE  HOME  GUIDE;  or  a  Book  by  500  Ladies,  embracing 
about  1,000  Recipes  and  Hints  pertaining  to  Cookery,  etc. 
Quincy  Herald,  \uincy,  Mich. 

This  has  been  compiled  principally  from  "The  Home,"  de- 
partment of  the  Chicago  Daily  Tribune.    It  is  a  neat  12mo  vol.  of  * 
160  pp.,  containing  a  large  number  of  practical  receipts,  from  which 
a  good  selection  can  be  readily  made. 

NOTES  ON  THE  INTERNATIONAL  S.  S.  LESSONS, 
1882,  by  Rev.  R.  R.  Meredith. 

Part  I  of  Pocket  Series,  published  at  Boston  by  Congregation- 
al Publishing  Society.  The  most  portable,  (size  6J  x  4J  x  J)  neatly 
printed,  and  useful,  popular  commentaries  published ;  clear  in  state- 
ment and  evangelical  in  tone. 

THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  RE  VIE  W 

For  March  presents  a  striking  array  of  articles.  First  we  have  a 
contribution  from  Senator  George  F.  Edmunds,  on  "The  Conduct 
of  the  Guiteau  Trial."  Ex-Minister  Edward  F.  Noyes  communi- 
cates the  results  of  his  observations  of  political  affairs  in  France  un- 
der the  title,  "The  Progress  of  the  French  Republic."  In  "Trial 
by  Jury,"  Judge  Edward  A.  Thomas  describes  the  social  conditions 
under  which  our  jury  system  had  its  origin,  and  notes  its  defects  in 
view  of  the  altered  relations  of  modern  life.  Mr.  John  Fiske  makes 
an  able  and  ingenious  analysis  of  that  great  intellectual  movement, 
the  Reformation,  educing  therefrom  the  "True  Lesson  of  Protest- 
antism." In  "Law  for  the  Indians,"  the  Rev.  William  Justin 
Harsha  endeavors  to  demonstrate  that  the  one  rational  and  effectual 
cure  for  our  Indian  troubles  is  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  civil 
and  criminal  courts  over  all  the  social  relations  of  the  red  man. 
Prof.  A.  B.  Palmer  writes  on  the  "Fallacies  of  Homoeopathy," 
clearly  proving,  as  he  has  so  well  done  before,  that  he  is  ignorant  of 
what  homoeopathy  really  is.  Finally,  the  Hon.  Neal  Dow  contrib- 
utes an  article  on  the  "Results  of  Prohibitory  Legislation,"  demon- 
strating the  success  of  the  efforts  to  suppress  the  liquor  traffic  in 
Maine. 

The  New  Scientific  American  Offices. — We  are  glad  to 
announce  that  the  Scientific  American  came  out  of  the  late  fire  in 
New  York,  like  the  fabled  Phoenix,  with  renewed  life.  The  sub- 
scription lists,  account  books,  patent  records,  patent  drawings,  and 
correspondence  were  preserved  in  massive  fire-proof  safes.  The 
printing  of  the  Scientific  American  and  Supplement  was  done  in 
another  building ;  consequently  the  types,  plates,  presses,  paper,  etc., 
were  unharmed,  and  no  interruption  of  business  was  occasioned. 
The  new  Scientific  American  offices  are  located  at  261  Broadway, 
corner  of  Warren  Street,  a  very  central  and  excellent  situation. 
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A  TEXT  BOOK  OF  MATERIA  MEDIC  A,  Characteris- 
tic, Analytical  and  Comparative,  by  A.  C.  Cowperthwaite, 
M.  D.,  Ph.  D.,  Prof,  of  Mat.  Med.  and  Diseases  of  Women 
in  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Dept.  of  the  State  University  of 
Iowa,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Chicago,  Duncan  Bros.  8vo,  g\x6x i\, 
576  PP-    Price,  $4.50. 

This  is  the  second  edition  of  Prof.  Cowperthwaite's  text  book', 

printed  with  long  primer  tppe,  leaded,  on  good  paper,  making  a 

clear  page,  pleasant  to  the  eye  and  easy  to  read.    The  first  page 

opened  to,  page  272  gives  us  Voila  instead  of  Viola;  but  the  typo- 
graphical errors  on  further  examination  appear  to  be  few,  and  no 
book  can  be  found  wholly  free  from  such  blemishes.  As  a  matter 
of  taste  the  head  lines  on  all  the  pages  where  the  remedies  are  first 
referred  to  would  have  been  better:  Materia  Medica;  and  the  pages 
now  left  half  to  three-quarters  blank,  could  have  been  well  filled  up 
with  further  account  of  the  medicines. 

A  number  of  remedies  are  referred  to  in  this  edition  which  did 
not  appear  in  the  first. 

We  receive  this  book  Feb.  27th,  just  as  we  are  closing  present 
number,  and  give  it  this  brief  notice  reserving  a  review  by  Prof. 
Jones,  to  another  occasion. 

«WE  CAN'T  'AVE  IT  'ERE  BECAUSE  WE  'AVEN'T 

GOT  THE  'OPS!" 

It  is  with  profound  grief  that  we  find  the  following  in  the 
British  your,  of  Horn,  for  January,  1882 : 

"Dr.  Charles  Phillip's  Materia  Medica  has  been  reprinted  in 
America  under. the  appropriate  editorship  of  Dr.  Piffard.  Its  his- 
tory seems  little  known  there,  as  we  find  in  this  number  a  sugges- 
tion that  'Phillips  may  probably  have  had  accass  to  the  homoeopath- 
ic Materia  Medica  some  time  previous  to  his  writing  the  present 
work.'  " 

If  Dr.  Richard  Hughes  will  take  up  the  defunct  New  fork 
Journal  of  Homeopathy,  volume  2d,  and  turn  to  page  387,  he  will 
find  a  seven-paged  notice  of  the  work  mentioned,  and  under  the 
title  "  The  husks  which  the  swine  did  eat.''''  He  will  also  learn  that 
C.  D.  F.  Phillips  and  his  book  are  fully  "known  there,"  and  that 
an  American  Homoeopathic  Journal  was  before  any  English 
Homoeopathic  Journal  in  both  reviewing  the  book  and  justly  esti- 
mating its  author. 

The  British  Jour,  of  Horn,  has  been  growing  anaemic  for 
some  time,  but  it  need  not  also  become  inaccurate.  Let  the  junior 
•ditor  try  Hosford's  Acid  Phosphate — an  excellent  manure  tor  im- 
poverished grey  matter.  s.  a.  j. 
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W.  H.  TAYLOR,  M.  D.,  TERRA  HAUTE,  IND.,  EDITOR. 


THE  CRANK  OF  THE  NOSODE. 

All  epochs  produce  their  own  peculiar  brands  of  crank.  All 
epochs  have  been  prolific  in  the  production  of  medical  cranks. 
These  have  appeared  as  if  by  dispensation  of  Providence  to  aston- 
ish men  by  a  precocity  and  capacity  for  lying,  thereby  serving  as  a 
warning  to  the  rising  generation.  Or,  perhaps,  kind  Nature,  ever 
regardful  of  her  primal  design  of  progressive  perfection  for  the 
human  race  doth  thoughtfully  gather  up  all  the  raw  material 
allotted  to  the  liars  of  a  generation,  and  weaving  this  into  a  few 
resplendant  garments  doth  arrange  them  tastefully  and  attract- 
ively upon  a  few  chosen  ones,  thus  serving  a  wise  double  purpose 
in  leaving  the  mass  of  mankind  with  no  more  than  a  capacity  for 
truth;  and  making  their  gifted  brethren  of  the  long-bow  dazzlingly 
conspicuous  for  their  marvellous  power  of  fiction. 

Such  an  one  is  the  modern  crank  of  the  "nosode."  He  is  a 
master  of  powerful  fiction.  He  has  ostensibly  attached  himself  to 
homoeopathy,  probably  because  the  new  doctrine  in  medicine  has 
something  of  the  marvellous  about  it,  in  its  yet  unexplained  phe- 
nomena appearing  simultaneouly  with  the  overturning  of  orthodox 
theories  and  proceedings  in  medicine.  This  attachment,  however, 
has  in  it  nothing  more  of  kinship  than  have  the  long  mosses  of  the 
south  for  the  trees  upon  which  they  live.  Like  these  mosses  the 
cranks  of  the  nosode  hung  upon  the  uttermost  twigs  of  the  homoe- 
opathic tree,  intercepting  the  sunlight  of  investigation  that  sought 
to  penetrate  to  its  very  heart,  for  the  good  of  the  tree,  and  for  the 
good  of  the  nations  for  whose  healing  it  grew.  And  as  these  trail- 
ing banners  of  air  plants  flaunt  in  every  breeze,and  draw  all  eyes  to 
them  rather  than  to  the  sturdy,  honest,  sound-hearted  trees  upon 
which  they  fastened,  so  the  cranks  of  the  nosode  have  flaunted 
themselves  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  science  until  science  has  been 
driven  to  say: 

"This  heap  of  ephemeral  grass  is  not  a  tree.    O!  Homoeopathy 
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thou  mockest  in  that  thou  challengest  me  to  the  trial  of  a  great  tree 
whose  roots  are  in  the  solid  earth,  and  whose  branches  reach  high 
toward  heaven ;  and  behold  before  me  is  only  a  heap  of  fragile  ten- 
drils blown  hither  and  thither  by  the  air  upon  which  they  feed!" 

* 

The  crank  of  the  nosode  has  above  all  other  sins  to  answer  for 
the  sin  of  obstruction.  He  has  stood  between  science  and  the  only 
scientific  system  of  medicine.  He  has  pinned  upon  the  unsuspect- 
ing rear  of  homoeopathy  his  placard  of  ludicrous  absurdities  so  that 
the  spectatorial  world  is  consumed  with  a  circle  of  laughter  when- 
ever this  new  champion  of  an  old  truth  turns  him  about  to  face 
new  foes.  • 

"Ha!  ha!  Wouldst  have  me  trv  conclusions  with  thee,  thou 
fashion-plate  of  infinite  folly,"  cjuoth  the  greaved  and  helmeted 
knight  of  Old  Physic  leaning  upon  his  lance  to  laugh.  "Put  thou 
off  thy  cap  and  bell;  lay  aside  thy  mantle  of  abracadabra  that  I 
may  see  what  manner  of  creature  disporteth  himself  in  such  strange 
fantasies." 

"Nay,  good  Sir  Knight,  thou  knowest  that  these  are  but  the 
light  favors  of  some  score  of  hair-brained  friends  of  mine  for  whose 
friendship  I  brave  thy  scorn  in  wearing  these  vain  mockeries  over 
my  proper  armour.  Put  thv  lance  in  rest  that  I  may  prove  upon 
thy  crest  how  strong  and  good  is  the  coat  of  mail  now  hidden  by 
this  fantastic  garb." 

"God  wot,  thou  art  a  merry  creature  and  provoketh  me  to 
much  mirth.  While  thou  wearest  this  drapery  thou  shalt  be  my 
fool.  May  T  break  a  lance  with  my  fool?  Nay;  this  were  an 
equal  folly!    Go  to.     I  can  no  more  than  laugh  with  thee." 

Can  homoeopathy  rationally  hope  to  have  a  graver  answer 
from  the  lips  of  Old  Physic  while  she  submits  to  wear  the  follies  of 
the  crank  of  the  nosode  like  a  glove  in  her  helmet?    Can  she  be 
permitted  to  enter  the  National  hospitals  wearing  the  cap  and  bells 
of  the  "International?" 

It  is  high  time  that  American  homoeopathy  do  a  deed  of  tardv 
justice  to  herself  and  to  Hahnemann  by  officially  renouncing  all 
connection  with  and  responsibility  for  those  who  use  pharmaceutical 
preparations  not  fully  endorsed  by  Hahnemann.  The  standard  of 
homoeopathic  preparations  was  erected  by  Hahnemann.  The  ut- 
most limit  of  drug  attenuation  he  placed  at  the  decillionth  potency 
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or  tenth  centesimal  dilution.  Beyond  this  he  expressly  forbade  the 
attenuation  of  drugs.  Is  it  not  flagrant  heresy  to  teach  the  nosode 
doctrines  in  lieu  of  homoeopathic  therapeutics? 

It  is  time  that  the  American  Institute  as  the  representative  body 
of  homoeopathy  take  rigorous  measures  to  protect  the  true  Hahne- 
mann doctrines  from  the  pernicious  influences  of  the  crank  of  the 
nosode.  It  is  also  time  that  it  reaffirm  the  declaration  of  Hahne- 
mann that  homoeopathic  drugs  must  not  be  attenuated  beyond  the 
"decillionth  potency or  tenth  centesimal  dilution,  win  order  to 
secure  uniformity"  in  pharmaceutical  preparations,  and  in  order  that 
the  "experiences  of  one  practitioner  with  certain  preparations 
may  be  repeated  by  others.'1''  It  is  a  duty  which  our  societies,  state, 
national  and  municipal,  owe  to  the  system  we  uphold.  The  Ameri- 
can Institute  should  officially  discountenance  the  nosode  crank  and 
the  dynamizationist.  In  such  action  there  is  no  constraining  of 
liberty  of  thought  or  practice.  The  crank  of  the  nosode  and  the 
crank  of  the  dynamizationist  will  be  permitted  to  bruit  their  doctrines 
about  as  of  yore.  Only  the  world  will  understand  that  these  doc- 
trines are  not  those  of  homoeopathy.  h.  w.  t. 


MY  EXPERIENCE  WITH  HIGH  POTENCIES. 


BY  Z.  W.  SHEPHERD,  M.  D.,  NILES,  O. 

There  has  been  so  much  written  in  evident  bad  humor  that  I 
hardly  dare  write  in  a  spirit  of  moderation  lest  the  immoderate  on 
either  side  pounce  upon  me  in  the  characteristic  style  of  many  of 
our  scribes;  but  knowing  is  so  different  from  theorizing  that  I  dare 
venture  to  tell  of  facts  regardless  of  these  or  those. 

I,  in  common  with  a  majority  of  laymen,  began  in  1868  with 
"book  and  case"  and  the  medicines  in  case  only  from  1st  dec.  to  3d — 
none  higher.    I  did  some  work  that  astonished  myself,  as  well  as  the 
patients,  with  these.    My  first  failure  that  I  was  pretty  certain  of 
the  cause  was  as  follows: 

Miss  W.,  sewing  girl,  complained  of  pain  in  the  stomach, 
sharp  and  darting,  attended  with  burning  thirst  for  water  in  small 
quantity  but  frequently.  Ars.*  4  globules  No.  25  every  four  hours. 
Reported  in  two  days  better  after  first  dose,  but  pain  soon  returned, 
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and  after  each  subsequent  dose  sensible  increase  of  pain,  disappear- 
ing in  a  couple  of  hours;  diagnosed  aggravation  by  remedy.  Not 
understanding  antidotes  I  prepared  the  6th  dec.  in  water — 3  drops 
in  £  glass  of  water — teaspoonfull  dose  only  when  pain  appeared; 
two  doses  permanently  cured. 

Some  time  after  this  I  had  a  case  of  cerebral  congestion,  attack* 
coming  on  very  suddenly,  face  red,  eyes  injected  and  other  Bell, 
symptoms.  I  tried  3d,  no  benefit;  2d,  same  result;  1st  and  tincture 
equally  inefficient.  In  this  dilemma  I  counseled  with  my 
esteemed  friend  Dr.  J.  M.  Long,  of  Coldwater,  who  qui- 
etly asked,  "Have  you  tried  higher  potencies  4"  I  replied,  "No." 
"Well,"  said  he,  "suppose  you  try  200."  Not  having  had  any  use 
for  these  previous  to  that  time,  I  procured  some  from  him.  Result, 
one  dose  relieved  my  patient  so  completely  that  she  never  had  a 
similar  attack  afterward.  Since  that  time  I  have  very  often  used 
200ths  and  30ths,  and  my  experience  leads  me  to  this  conclusion, 
that  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  cases,  high  potencies  are  always 
preferable  to  lower,  that  where  the  indications  are  clear  and  unmis- 
takable, a  single  dose  of  the  remedy,  if  high  enough,  will  seldom 
if  ever  fail  to  produce  a  marked  result.  One  other  case  illustrative 
of  this  will  be  in  point: 

Mr.  C.  F.,  aged  60,  had  a  nameless  cutaneous  trouble  affecting 
the  chin"  and  lower  lip.  The  chin  was  swollen  very  large  and 
hard  and  covered  with  small  yellow  pustules  from  which  would  ex- 
ude a  thick  yellow  pus,  after  which  they  would  dry  down  and  a 
new  crop  of  pustules  would  arise.  This  state  of  things  had  existed 
for  seven  years,  during  which  time  he  had  been  treated  by  a  great 
many  doctors,  all  however,  of  the  heroic  type.  From  one  of  these 
he  had  taken  9  oz.  of  Arsenic  in  a  period  of  18  months.  I  gave 
him  Hep.  sulph.  200,  one  dose  per  day  for  one  week  when  he  re- 
ported in  person,  swelling  all  gone,  pustules  entirely  disappeared 
but  feared  it  was  not  entirely  extirpated;  a  two-dram  vial  of  placebo 
finished  the  cure. 

As  the  200th  is  clear  beyond  the  ken  of  our  sharp  eyed  micro- 
scopists  and  the  equally  profound  pathologists  Of  our  ranks,  I  can 
only  say  that  "It  cures  and  I  know  not  why."  Neither  dare  I  say 
that  my  transcendental  friend  with  m.  or  c.  m.  does  not  know  just  as 
well.    I  am  satisfied  ot  this,  that  the  higher  we  get  the  broader  our 
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▼ision  medically  as  well  as  physically — provided  always  that  we  are 
•till  limited  to  this  sublunar  sphere.  "Come  up  higher"  is  an  hon- 
ored invitation  when  given  by  authority. 

EDITORIAL  REMARKS. 

There  have  been  too  many  practitioners  who  began  as  Dr.  Shep- 
herd did,  with  "book  and  box,"  and  no  preliminary  medical  train- 
ing. They  have  been  able  to  make  good  cures,  too;  thanks  to  the 
marvellously -clear  and  easily-comprehended  directions  of  Hahne- 
mann. But  it  is  obvious  that  he  who  has  given  no  time  to  the 
study  of  pathology^  cannot  be  relied  upon  in  diagnosis.  And  not 
being  reliable  in  diagnosis  his  reports  must  ever  have  that  vexatious 
property  of  leaving  the  reader  in  doubt  as  to  what  has  been  accom- 
plished. 

The  statement  that  a  patient  had  been  given  nine  ounces  of 
Arsenic  in  eighteen  months  is  very  loose;  or  it  conveys  some  marvel- 
lous information.  Thus  if  Dr.  Shepherd  means  actual  Arsenious 
acid  it  will  be  found  that  according  to  his  statement  the  patient  had 
taken  eight  grains  per  day! — four  times  the  usual  quantity  of  a 
deadly  dose.  If  he  mean  nine  ounces  of  Fowler's  solution  of  Arse- 
nite  of  potassa  he  should  have  said  so.  Inaccuracies  are  bearable 
everywhere  else,  but  in  clinical  reports  they  are  intolerable.  If  the 
gentleman  had  an  eczema  the  cure  was  a  very  good  one,  however 
performed.  If  it  were  herpes,  or  impetigo  sycosiformis  the  cure 
was  an  affair  of  no  moment. 


A  Simple  Disinfectant. — {American  Homoeopath.)  A 
cheap  and  simple  disinfectant  which  promises  to  be  useful  is  a  solu- 
tion of  Chloride  of  lead,  which  was  first  brought  into  notice  by  the 
late  Dr..  Goolden,  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  London.  It  is  inodor- 
ous, effective,  and  its  cost  infinitesimal.  It  may  be  prepared  as  fol- 
lows: Take  half  a  drachm  of  nitrate  of  lead  and  dissolve  in  a  pint 
or  more  of  boiling  water.  Now  dissolve  two  drachms  of  common 
salt  in  a  pail  or  bucket  of  water,  pour  the  two  solutions  together, 
and  allow  the  sediment  to  subside.  The  clear  supernatant  fluid  will 
be  a  saturated  solution  of  chloride  of  legd.  A  cloth  dipped  in  a  so- 
lution of  Chloride  of  lead  and  hung  up  in  a  room  will  sweeten  a 
fetid  atmosphere  instantaneously,  or  the  solution  thrown  down  a 
sink,  water  closet  or  drain,  or  over  a  heap  of  refuse,  will  produce  a 
like  result. 
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NEW  YORK  STATE  HOMCEOPATHIC  SOCIETY. 

The  New  York  State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  convened 
at  Albany ,N.Y.,at  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  Feb.  14th,  1882,  the  president, 
S.  H.  Talcott,  M.D.,  of  Middletown,  in  the  chair.  The  proceedings 
were  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  James  H.  Ecob.  President 
Talcott  then  proceeded  to  deliver  his  opening  address,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  fair  abstract: 

DR.  TALCOTT's  ADDRESS. 

At  the  outset,  Dr.  Talcott  thanked  the  members  of  the  society 
for  the  honor  conferred  by  an  election  to  the  presidency.  He  then 
aunounced  as  his  subject,  "the  Past  and  Present  of  Medicine."  The 
subject  was  selected  on  account  of  its  comprehensiveness,  but  with- 
out any  idea  on  the  speaker's  part,  of  entering  into  minuteness  of 
detail.  He  simply  claimed  the  privilege  of  hitting  any  head  of  .wrong 
like  the  Irishman  at  Donnybrook  fair,  wherever  he  saw  it.  In  re- 
viewing the  past  of  medicine,  he  proposed  to  touch  only  some  of 
the  century  peaks  of  observation.  .After  having  described  the  stag- 
nant state  of  medicine  as  it  existed  for  many  centuries,  he  pointed 
out  the  changes  which  took  place  in  the  march  of  progress,  until, 
at  last,  the  darkness  of  bigotry  was  superseded  by  the  light  of 
Homoeopathy.  The  first  portion  of  the  address  consisted  of  a  brief 
review  of  the  history  of  medicine,  with  running  comments  upon  the 
various  phases  of  medical  science  as  presented  by  the  most  famous 
advocates  and  practitioners  of  the  healing  art.  At  first,  patients 
were  cured  by  the  production  of  various  and  startling  effects  upon 
the  imagination  through  the  means  of  astrology,  and  by  incantations 
and  exorcisms.  Then  external  treatment  was  for  a  time  in  vogue. 
At  last,  internal  medication  came  to  be  practiced,  the  doses  varying 
in  size,  as  they  accorded  with  the  moderate  teachings  of  Hippocrates 
or  the  reckless  injunctions  of  Thessalus  and  Paracelsus. 

Blind  empiricism  in  practice  was  followed,  at  length,  by  efforts 
to  study  the  anatomical  structure  and  physiological  functions  of  the 
human  body.  Here  light  began  to  dawn  in  the  medical  world  and 
with  it  came  renewed  zeal  on  the  part  of  students  for  further  inves- 
tigations of  chemistry  as  well  as  physiology  and  anatomy.  It  was 
not  until  Hahnemann  arose  like  a  giant,  and  with  brilliant  powers 
discovered  and  formulated  the  law  of  similars,  that  medicine  assumed 
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the  dignity  of  an  art  which  is  based  upon  practical  and  natural 
science.  Hahnemann's  idea  of  medicine,  is  expressed  most  clearly 
in  his  own  language.  In  his  lesser  writings  he  declares :  "The 
knowledge  of  diseases,  the  knowledge  of  remedies  and  the  knowl- 
edge of  their  employment,  constitute  medicine."  The  master  of  the 
new  school,  therefore,  recognized  the  necessity  for  an  understanding 
of  both  the  nature  of  diseases  and  the  effect  of  drugs.  He  regarded 
"vital  force"  as  the"source  of  all  the  phenomena  of  life  and  the  sphere 
in  which  disease  begins  and  medicines  act."  Disease  is  a  disturbance  of 
"vital  force."  That  disturbance  may  be  temporary  and  cause  only 
functional  derangements,  or  it  may  go  on  to  the  production  of  or- 
ganic changes  of  the  bodily  tissue.  Hahnemann's  discovery  of  the 
law  of  similars  subjected  him,  on  account  of  its  tendency  to  over- 
throw the  prevailing  practices,  to  slander,  ridicule  and  ostracism. 
But  while  he  suffered  on  this  account,  the  world  reaped,  at  last,  the 
benefits  of  his  beneficent  work. 

The  obloquy  heaped  upon  Hehnemann  rivaled  that  which  was 
meted  out  to  Galileo,  to  Kepler,  to  Harvey  and  to  Tenner;  yet,  like 
all  those  great  discoverers,  he  now  receives  the  homage  of  the 
thinking  and  the  educated  masses.  The  success  of  Hahnemann's 
practice  drove  many  of  the  old  school  from  the  active  ministrations 
of  medicine  to  the  study  of  anatomy,  physiology  and  pathology ,and 
to  the  practice  of  surgery.  The  result  has  been  a  marked  progress 
in  the  development  of  these  branches,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
followers  of  Hahnemann  have  brought  to  light  the  rich  treasures  of 
the  materia  medica,  and  the  higher  possibilities  of  scientific  therapeu- 
tics. Competition  by  workmen  engaged  upon  the  same  structure 
has  done  much  for  the  rebuilding  and  artistic  adornment  of  a  temple 
of  medicine.  The  influence  of  homoeopathy  now  extends  far  be- 
yond the  lines  and  ranks  of  its  professed  followers,  as  evidenced  by 
changes  in  general  medical  practice.  The  compounding  of  sixty 
unknown  drugs  is  no  longer  regarded  as  a  scientific  procedure; 
heroic  practice  is  being  superceded  by  the  "divided  dose,"  since  that 
is  now  recommended  by  the  best  minds  in  the  old  school.  Giving 
mixed  drugs  without  a  knowledge  of  their  properties  or  effects  as 
an  experiment  is  but  little  practiced  at  the  present  time,  and  a 
knowledge  of  each  individual  drug  before  it  is  administered  is  now 
considered  essential. 

Two  currents  of  medical  knowledge  flow  side  by  side; one  dark 
and  turbid,  with  the  bigotry  of  the  past;  the  other  clear  and  spark- 
ling, with  the  purity  of  the  present.  The  brightness  "of  the  one 
will,  in  time,  overpower  and  subdue  the  impurities  of  the  other. 

Dr.  Talcott  urged  the  members  of  the  society  to  hold  fast  that 
which  was  good,  and  said:  "If,  as  a  society,  we  would  be  perpetuat- 
ed, we  must  keep  ourselves  in  harmony  and  alliance  with  those 
tenets  of  medical  truths  which  are  immortal."    He  advocated  ex- 
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tending  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  all  who  are  seeking  after 
truth  and  to  all  who  would  aid  in  upbuilding  the  cause.  He  urged 
the  importance  of  legislation  to  the  effect  that  the  doors  of  admis- 
sion to  the  society  might  be  opened  to  every  worthy  seeker  and 
honest  believer.  He  said  that  homoeopathy  was  a  form  of  practice 
most  readily  adopted  by  the  educated,  the  thinking  and  the  cultured 
classes,  and  promulgated  the  fact  that  the  exponents  of  this  practice 
should  be  thoroughly  trained  and  highly  cultivated  men  and  women. 
Students  should  find  no  admission  to  the  offices  of  homoeopathic 
practitioners  unless  they  have  previously  acquired  a  sound  classical 
education.  Then,with  such  material  medical  colleges  could  turn  out 
good  physicians,  though  the  number  might  be  more  limited  than  at 
present.  The  natures  and  characters  of  medical  students  should  be 
considered,  as  well  as  their  educational  attainments.  He  claimed 
that  the  profession  had  had  enough  of  cringing  huncksters,  prosti- 
tuting their  calling  to  base  ends  for  filthy  lucre;  enough  boasters 
and  braggarts;  enough  of  those  who  are  overwise  in  their  own  con- 
ceit. "In  the  future  we  want  no  servile  Sampson  Brass  to  belittle 
and  degrade  our  profession ;  no  Janotus  de  Bragmardo  to  trick  the 
public  with  the  sophistry  of  seeming  erudition;  no  Primrose  Moses 
to  destroy  the  victims  of  disease  with  an  impractical  and  blundering 
pedantry."  "By  such  accessions  to  our  ranks  of  men  who  are  scholar- 
ly and  honorable,  and  by  such  only  can  the  profession  be  elevated  to 
its  true  position  in  the  estimation  of  mankind."  In  the  future  the 
art  of  prevention  of  disease  will  find  its  place  side  by  side  with  the 
science  of  curing  the  sick.  Boards  of  health  should  be  sustained, 
and  each  physician  should  do  his  duty  by  warning  his  clients  and 
aiding  them  in  warding  off  every  threatened  danger.  Like  the 
participants  in  the  ceremonial  races  of  ancient  Greece,  each  member 
of  the  healing  art  should  bear  aloft  a  shining  light;  that  light  should 
be  protected  from  the  blasts  of  ignorant  opposition,  and  should  be 
handed  down,  at  last,  as  "an  unextinguished  torch,  from  sire  to  son." 

The  following  committees  were  then  announced: 

Credentials — -Drs.  Holden,  Brown  and  Kenyon. 

Invitations — Drs.  Hasbrouck,  Stiles  and  Mitchell. 

President's  Address-^Drs.  Demarest,  Adams  and  Howland. 

On  motion,  the  Governor  and  Staff,  both  Houses  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  all  duly  qualified  physicians  were  invited  to  attend  the 
sessions. 

Corresponding  Secretary  Dr.  C.  E.  Jones,  of  Albany,  presented 
his  report. 

The  Treasurer  reported  that  $1,027,23  had  been  received  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  the  same  amount  disbursed,  while  the  liabilities  of 
the  society  were  $144.40. 

Nominations  were  then  made  for  officers,  etc.,  who  will  be 
balloted  for  this  morning. 
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The  following  nominations  were  made  for  the  Regent's  degree 
Drs.  C.  E.  Swift,  of  Auburn;  E.  D.  Jones,  of  Albany;  J.  B.  Elliott, 
of  Brooklyn;  J.  A.  Bigler,  of  Rochester,  and  L.  M.  Kenyon,  of 
Buffalo. 

The  committee  on  Legislation  reported  that  nothing  had  been 
done  during  the  year. 

The  following,  among  sixteen  nominated  at  the  last  annual 
meeting,  were  elected  permanent  members:  Dr.  John  A.  Pearsall, 
Third  district;  E.J.  Morgan  and  T.  W.  Read,  Sixth  district. 

The  following  were  elected  honorary  members:  Drs.  R.  E. 
Caruthers,  of  Alleghany  City,  Pa.;  Dr.  Hay  ward,  of  Liverpool, 
Eng.;  Dr.  J.  Gibbs  Blake,  of  England;  Dr.  S.  A.Jones,  of  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.;  Dr.  George  B.  Peck,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  Dr. 
O.  S.  Runnels,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

The  designation  of  a  place  for  holding  the  next  semi-annual 
meeting  being  in  order,Poughkeepsie,and  Grove  Springs,  on  Cayuga 
lake,  in  the  wine  district,  were  suggested.  The  president  recom- 
mended that  the  matter  lay  over  until  to-day  to  enable  the  mem- 
bers to  arrive  at  a  decision.    The  suggestion  was  adopted. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  further  unimportant  business,  a 
recess  was  taken  until  two  p.  m. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  society  reconvened  at  two  p.  m.,  when  Dr.  T.  F.  Brown, 
of  Binghamton,  presented  the  annual  report  of  the  bureau  of 
materia  medica.  The  following  papers  were  then  read:  "Have 
remedies  any  but  atomic  and  molecular  action  upon  the  blood  or 
tissues,"  T.  L.  Brown,  M.  D.;  "Baptisia  Tinctoria,"  A.  J.  Clark, 
M.  D.  The  report  of  the  bureau  of  mental  and  nervous  diseases 
was  presented  by  William  M.  Butler,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  and 
the  following  papers  were  read:  "Who  are  the  insane?"  T.  L. 
Brown,  M.  D.;  "Pathology  of  the  brain,"  John  A.  Rockwell,  M.D.; 
"Sub-acute  mania,"  C.  Spencer  Kinney,  M.  D.;  "Irresistible  im- 
pulse," S.  Lilienthal,  M.D.;  "Insomnia,"  T.  Martin  Kershaw,  M.  D.; 
"Homicidal  insanity,"  W.  M.  Butler,  M.D.  J.  W.  Dowling,  M.  D., 
presented  a  verbal  report  of  the  special  committee  on  physical  diag- 
nosis, and  A.  R.  Wright,  M.  D.,  read  the  report  of  the  bureau  of 
clinical  medicine.  The  following  papers  were  read:  "Water  Supply 
of  West  Troy,"  H.  L.  Waldo,  M.  D.;  discussed  by  Drs.  J.  W. 
Dowling,  C.  E.  Jones  and  Anna  Howard.  "Acute  Yellow  Atro- 
phy of  the  Liver  and  the  Action  of  Phosphorus,"  G.  E.  Graham, 
M.  D.;  "Individualize  Your  Cases,"  H.  K.  Braisted,  M.  D.;  dis- 
cussed by  Drs.  J.  W.  Dowling,  T.  L.  Brown,  O.  Groom,  E.  Has- 
brouck,  C.  E.  Jones,  W.  M.  Butler  and  S.  S.  Guy.  Two  papers 
were  read  by  title:  "A  few  cases  of  Typho-malarial,  with  their 
origin,"  by  N.  Osborne,  M.  D.,and  "Alleged  Evils  ot  Vaccination," 
by  J.  J.  Mitchell,  M.  D.    The  report  of  the  bureau  of  surgery  was 
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postponed  until  next  year.  The  following  gentlemen  were  elected 
chairmen  of  Committees:  T.  L.  Brown,  M.  D.,  bureau  of  materia 
medica;  A.  P.  Williams,  M.  D.,  bureau  of  mental  and  nervous  dis- 
eases; J.  W.  Dowling,  M.  D.,  special  committee  on  physical  diag- 
nosis; H.  L.  Waldo,  M.  D.,  bureau  of  clinical  medicine;  M.O.Terry, 
M.  D.,  bureau  of  surgery.  The  meeting  then  adjouaned  until  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening. 

THE   EVENING  SESSION. 

The  evening  session  was  held  in  the  Assembly  chamber  of  the 
new  Capitol,  at  which  there  was  quite  a  large  attendance  of  ladies 
and  gentlemen.  The  only  business  transacted  was  the  delivery  of 
the  annual  address  of  the  President,  Dr.  Talcott,  of  Middletown, 
after  which  adjournment  until  ten  o'clock  this  morning  was  taken. 

The  following  physicians  were  in  attendance  upon  the  meetings 
of  the  society :  J.  W.  Cox,  George  A.  Cox,  E.  D.Jones,  Charles  E. 
Jones,  H.  M.  Paine,L.  M.  Pratt,  P.  L.  F.  Reynolds,  Albany;  G.  H. 
Billings,  Cohoes;  A.  S.  Couch,  Fredonia;  A.  B.  Rice,  Panama; 
Orlando  Groom,  Horseheads;  Wright  H.  Barnes,  Chatham;  Anna 
C.  Rowland,  Poughkecpsie;  J.  Strong,  Fishkill;  W.  B.  Kenyon, 
Buffalo;  S.  S.  Guy,  Everitt  Ilasbrouck,  Helene  S.  Lassen,  J.  L. 
Moffat,  Brooklyn;  H.  H.  Brasted,  Lima;  R.  A.  Adams,  Charles  R. 
Sumner,Rochester;  C.A.Bacon JohnH.Demarest,  John  W.Dowling, 
William  Tod  Helmuth,  Edwin  M.  Kellogg,  A.  P.  Williamson, 
New  York;  M.  O.  Terry,  Utica;  Wm.  M.  Butler,  S.  H.  Talcott, 
Middletown;  John  J.Mitchell,Newburgh;  C.  A.  Belding,  Jamaica; 
Charles  H.  Carpenter,  Edward  S.  Coburn,  Maria  L.  Dawdell, 
Troy;  W.  W.  French,  Ballston;  S.J.  Pearsall,J.  A.  Pearsall,  Sara- 
toga, Arthur  P.  Hollett,  Havana;  A.  W.  Holden,  Glen's  Falls;  L. 
A.  Clark,  J.  F.  Niver,  Cambridge;  T.  E.  Hale,  Shushan;  O.  H. 
Mott,  Fort  Ann,  j!  C.  McPherson,  Lyons;  J.  L.  Corbin,  Athens,Pa. 

SECOND  DAY. 

At  the  second  day's  morning  session  the  following  physicians 
were  admitted  as  members: 

From  the  Second  district — Drs.  Anna  C.  Howland,  Alice  B. 
Campbell. 

From  the  Fifth  district— Drs.  C.  E.  Chase,  A.  B.  Kinne. 

From  the  Seventh  district — Drs.  C.  R.  Sumner,  G.C.Pritchard. 

A  ballot  was  then  taken  for  officers,  which  resulted  in  the  sel- 
ection of  the  following  gentlemen: 

President- -J.  J.  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  Newburgh. 

First  Vice-President — E.  Hasbrouck,  M.  D.,  Brooklyn. 

Second  Vice-President — W.  B.  Kenyon,  M.  D.,  Buffalo. 

Third  Vice-President— W.  M.  Butler,  M.  D.,  Middletown. 

Recording  Secretary — A.  P.  Hollett,  M.  D.,  Havana;  (re- 
elected.) 
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Treasurer — Edward  S.  Coburn,  M.  D.,  Troy;  (re-elected.) 

Censors — Northern  districts :  Drs.  A.  W.  Holden,  L.  A.  Clark 
and  C.J.  Farley.  Southern  districts:  Drs.  John  L.  Moffat,  C.  M. 
Lawrence  and  A.  K.  Hills,  Middle  districts:  Drs.  C.  N.  Hale,  N. 
B.  Covert  and  G.L.Gifford.  Western  district :  Drs.Charles  R.  Sum- 
ner, E.  W.  Brian  and  E.  D.  Stump. 

Candidates  for  the  Regent's  Degree — Drs.  E.  D.  Jones,  C.  E. 
Swift. 

Necrologist — A.  W.  Holden,  Glens  Falls. 

President  of  the  Legislative  Committee — Dr.  S.  H.  Talcott,  of 
Middletown. 

Committee  on  Legislation — Drs.  E.  D.  Jones,  H.  M.  Paine, 
Henry  Minton,  A.  P.  Hollett. 

Chairman  of  Medical  Education  Committee — Dr.  John  F. 
Gray,  of  New  York. 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Medical  Societies  and  Institutions — 
Dr.  A.  P.  Hollett,  of  Havana. 

Resolutions  were  adopted  instructing  the  committee  on  legisla- 
tion  to  take  measures  to  secure  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  1881,  relat- 
ing to  the  examinations  of  candidates  for  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine, and  also  to  co-operate  with  the  Allopathic  Medical  Society  to 
secure  legislation  placing  the  licensing  of  practitioners  in  the  hands 
of  the  Regents  of  the  University. 

Dr.  Paine's  resolution  offered  a  year  ago,  relative  to  amending 
the  laws  incorporating  Homoeopathic  medical  societies  so  as  to  ena- 
ble the  State  society  to  admit  all  Homoeopathic  practitioners  to 
membership,  was  discussed  and  laid  over. 

A  resolution  relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  department  of 
dynamic  medicine,  offered  by  Dr.Paine,  was  discussed  and  laid  over. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  was  ordered  to  be  held  at  Pough- 
keepsie  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  September. 

Recess  until  three  p.  m. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  society  reconvened  at  three  o'clock.  Dr.  C.  A.  Belding 
presented  the  report  of  the  bureau  of  Climatology,  and  the  follow- 
ing papers  were  read :  "Pollenaria,"  C.A.Belding,  M.  D. ;  "Malaria," 
A.  McNeil,  M.  D.  The  following  reports  were  then  presented; 
Bureau  of  Gynaecology,  Alice  B.  Campbell,  M.  D.;  bureau  of 
Obstetrics,  A.  B.  Rice,  M.  D.;  with  two  papers;  "Abortion  and 
Premature  Labor;  definition,  importance,  etiology,  diagnosis,  prog- 
nosis and  symptoms,"  by  A.  B.  Rice,  M.  D.;  "Treatment  of  Abor- 
tion and  Premature  Labor,"  by  A.  P.  Hollett,  M.  D.;  the  report  of 
the  bureau  of  Paedology  was  read  by  C.  M.  Conant,  M.  D.;  and 
the  report  of  the  department  of  Otology,  by  F.  P.  Lewis,  M.  D. 
The  following  papers  were  then  read:  "The  Aural  Speculum,"  F. 
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Park  Lewis,  M.  D.;  and  "Arsenicum  Iodatum  in  the  treatment  of 
Middle  Ear  Catarrh,"  by  J.  H.  Buffum,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Dowling  presented  the  report  of  the  department  of 
Laryngology,  and  Dr.  A.  P.  Williamson  that  of  the  bureau  of  Vital 
statistics.    The  letters  was  followed  by  three  papers : 

"History  of  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Oriental  Plague, 
traditionally  known  as  the  Black  Death  of  the  Fourteenth  Cen- 
tury ."    By  A.  W.  Holden,  M.  D. 

"A  Comparison  of  Mortuary  Statistics  of  Insurance  Compan- 
ies."   By  E.  M.  Kellogg,  M.  D". 

"Can  Alcohol  renew  life,  or  what,  if  any,  medical  properties 
does  it  contain?"  By  Robert  Boocock,  M.  D. 

The  following  chairmen  of  committees  were  elected:  Anna  C. 
Howland,  M.  D.,  bureau  of  Paedology;  A.  B.  Rice,  M.  D.,  bureau 
of  Obstetrics ;  Alice  B.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  bureau  of  Gynaecology ; 
B.  L.  Baylis,  M.  D.,  bureau  of  Climatology ;  F.  Park  Lewis,  M.  D., 
department  of  Otology;  J.  W.  Dowling,  M.  D.,  depart  of  Laryngo- 
logy ;  W.  Y.  Cowles,  M.  D.,  bureau  of  vital  statistics. 

After  extending  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  authorities  for  the  use 
of  the  room  in  which  they  met,  and  to  the  press  for  its  courteous 
treatment  of  the  society,  the  convention  adjourned. 

POEM   BY    DR.  HKLMUTH. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  after  the  address  of  the  president,  Dr. 
Helmuth,  of  New  York,  was  announced  for  a  poem.  The  doctor 
disclaimed  all  idea  of  being  considered  a  poet,  in  the  following  lines: 


My  friends,  I  am  booked  for  a  poem,  I  see, 

But  what  is  impossible  never  can  be; 

I'm  only  a  surgeon  and  cannot  lay  claim 

To  poetical  pathos,  not  even  in  name. 

I  may  string  out  some  rhymes — but  am  not  a  poet, 

And  before  you  have  finished  this  seance,  you'll  know  it 

* 

A  poem  should  be  a  harmonious  strain, 
An  artistic  production  of  soul  and  of  brain; 
A  music  of  words,  an  adornment  of  thought, 
Embellished  by  genius  and  skillfully  wrought ; 
To  speak  to  the  senses  in  language  so  sweet, 
That  where  the  ideal  and  practical  meet. 
Is  a  dim,  indistinct,  oft'  invisible  line, 
Which  even  the  critics  can  scarcely  define; 
In  fact  the  old  adage  in  wisdom  is  laid, 
That  a  poet  is  born — he  cannot  be  made, 
And  when  I  was  ushered,  a  babe  upon  earth, 
No  winged  Pegasus  stood  by  at  the  birth, 
But  an  old  yEsculapian  fellow  who  said : 
"The  baby's  a  boy — nurse,  put  him  to  bed." 
I  e'en  cannot  fancy  I  hold  any  part, 
In  that  newly  poetical  school  of  "high  art," 
By  which  all  society  now  is  beguiled, 
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A  laxness  of  fibre,  and  a  weakness  of  knee ; 
Whose  damsels  all  dress  in  a  "limped  sage-green," 
And  "shrinkingly  shrink"  at  the  word  "crinoline," 
But  bending  like  willows,  droop  over  their  chairs 
And  sing  to  the  poet  such  languishing  airs, 
So  "lovingly  lovely" — "intensely  intense," 
"Con-sum-mate"  in  every  departure  from  sense. 
To  look  at  their  postures  yo^d  certainly  own, 
That  somehow  or  other,  arms,  legs  and  backbone. 
By  an  aesthetic  process,  "sublimely  sublime." 
Having  all  been  deprived  of  the  phosphate  of  lime, 
Could  bend  to  the  zephyr's  most  delicate  breath. 
And  never  could  stiffen — not  even  in  death. 

Ah!  no;  all  my  life,  up  to  this  very  day, 
Has  been  spent  in  a  practical  sort  of  a  way, 
And  when  I've  attempted  to  worship  the  muse, 
She  would  hold  out  her  hand — then  smile  and  refuse, 
And  motion  me  back  to  the  probe  and  the  knife, 
Saying,  "cultivate  these  to  the  end  of  your  life. 
So  if  you  expect  any  poem  from  me, 
You'll  be  disappointed  as  sure  as  the  d  . 

Why  Change  from  Richmond?  A.  R.  Barrett,  M.  DM 
writes  to  American  Homoeopath :  Having  just  received  a  notice  of 
the  change  of  meeting  of  the  American  Institute  from  Richmond, 
Va.,  to  Indianapolis,  upon  the  plea  that  the  "Hahnemann  Medical 
Society  of  the  Old  Dominion"  was  opposed  to  the  meeting  being 
held  in  Richmond,  and  that  the  invitation  was  premature,  I  being 
the  one  who  presented  the  invitation,  wish  to  state  that  the  whole 
State  of  Virginia  was  canvassed  amongst  the  physicians,  that  only 
two  were  opposed  to  it,  and  that  these  two  were  the  only  ones  in 
the  Medical  Society  referred  to,  who  were  opposed  to  it,  all  the 
balance  "by  a  large  majority  being  enthusiastically  in  favor  of  it, 
and  willing  to  work  heart  and  hand  to  make  the  meeting  a  success. 
The  change  was  wholly  unnecessary  as  arrangements  were  rapidly 
being  made  to  have  a  pleasant  and  profitable  meeting.  There  was 
nothing  premature  about  it. 

Hom.  Med.  Soc.  of  the  County  of  New  York. — The  reg- 
ular meetings  of  the  society  are  held  on  the  second  Wednesday 
evening  of  each  month,  in  the  reception  room  of  the  Ophthalmic 
Hospital,  cor.  23d  street  and  Third  avenue.  Officers  for  1882 :  E. 
Carleton,  jr.,  M.  D.,  Pres.,  58  W.  9th  st.;  F.  E.  Doughty,  M.  D., 
Vice  Pres.,  46  W.  33d  st.;  F.  H.  Boynton,  M.  D.,  Sec'y,  151  Lex- 
ington  ave.;  T.  Franklin  Smith,  M.  D.,  Treas.,  62  E.  12Gth  St.; 
Chas.  Deady,  M.  D.,  Librarian,  201  E.  23d  st.  Censors:  Geo.  E. 
Belcher,  M.  D.,  Jno.  M.  E.  Wetmore,  M.  D.,  C.  A.  Bacon,  M.  D., 
H.  B.  Millard,  M.  D.,  Geo.  M.  Dillow,  M.  D. 

Chicago  Homoeopathic  College  begins  its  Practitioners  - 
course  of  Lectures  on  the  8th  of  March. 
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Garfield  Hospital  Scheme. — Mr.  A.  S.  Solomons,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  National  Garfield 
Memorial  Hospital,  has  received  the  following  letter  from  Mn. 
Garfield : 

Mr.  A.  S.  Solomons: 

Deaa  Sir— Your  letter  of  October  22d,  giving  an  account  or 
the  action  of  the  Memorial  Hospital  Committee,  was  duly  received. 
I  regard  the  project  as  a  grand  tribute  to  the  memory  of  General 
Garfield,  and  one  which  would  be  to  him  most  gratifying.  The 
high  character  of  those  engaged  in  it  is  the  best  assurance  of  its  ac- 
complishment in  the  most  worthy  manner.  Tt  will  be  my  pleasure 
to  contribute  to  this  object. 

Very  truly  yours,       Lucretia  R.  Garfield. 


A  Homoeopathic  Insane  Asylum.    The  homceopathists  of 
Massachusetts  are  making  an  effort  to  have  a  State  asylum  for  the 
insane  placed  in  their  hands.    If  the  experiment,  when  undertaken, 
succeeds — sitnilia  similibus    cur  ant  nr.     Cincinnati   Lancet  and 
Clinic. 

And  as  the  homoeopaths  demonstrate  the  superiority  of  their 
treatment  in  mental  as  well  as  other  diseases,  what  then? 

_ 

New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  Eye  and  Ear, 
Corner  3rd  avenue  and  23rd  Street.  -Report  for  the  month 
ending  Jan.  31,  1882: 

No.  of  prescriptions,    3,86o;    No.  new  patients,  566;  No. 

{tatients  resident  in  the  hospital,  22;  average  daily  attendance,  155; 
argest  daily  attendance,  214.  Cm  as.  Deady,  M.  D., 

Resident  Surgeon. 

The  Homoeopathic  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  New  York  makes  an  excellent  showing  for  Dec.  31,  1881. 
Total  assets,  $668,525.82;  surplus  over  all  liabilities,  $106,605.30. 
Their  interest  receipts  steadily  pay  all  losses.  Considering  the  ac- 
curacy, responsibility  and  high  character  of  this  companv  our 
physicians  should  give  it  the  heartiest  support.  , 

Transactions  American  Homoeopathic  Ophthalmolog- 
ical  and  Otologic al  Society.  Fifth  annual  meeting.  179  pp. 
Price  50  cents.    Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis,  Sec'y,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Maine. — The  sixteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine 
Homoeopathic  Society  is  to  be  held  at  Augusta,  Maine  on  the  6th  of 
June. 
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"A  MERRY  HEART  DORTH  GOOD  LIKE  A  MEDICINE.  — SOLOMON 


Definition  of  a  Miracle.  {Lancette  Beige.)  —  The 
Deutsche  Zeitung  seeks  to  explain  to  us  what  a  miracle  is.  The 
scene  takes  place  in  a  village  school. 

The  inspector  to  a  pupil:  "What  is  a  miracle?" 

Pupil :  "I  don't  know." 

"If,  all  at  once,  the  sun  *hould  shine  out  in  the  night  what 
would  you  say  ?" 

"I  should  say  it  was  the  moon." 

"But  if  you  are  told  it  is  the  sun,  what  would  you  call  it?" 
"A  lie."* 

"But  you  know  I  never  lie ;  now,  suppose  that  /  should  tell 
you  it  was  the  sun,  what  would  you  say  then?" 

The  pupil,  after  reflecting  a  little:  "I  should  sav  vou  were 
drunk." 

Natural  Criticism. — I  always  listen  with  pleasure  to  the 
remarks  made  by  country  peoplevon  the  habits  of  animals.  A 
countryman  was  shown  Gainborough's  celebrated  picture  of  the 
pigs.  "To  be  sure,"  said  he,  "they  be  deadly  like  pigs;  but  there  is 
one  fault — nobody  ever  saw  three  pigs  feeding  together,  but  one  on 
'em  had  a  foot  in  the  trough." 

Full  Inside. — Charles  Lamb,  one  afternoon,  in  returning  from 
a  dinner-party,  took  his  seat  in  a  crowded  omnibus,  when  a  stout 
gentleman  subsequently  looked  in  and  politely  asked,  "All  full  in- 
side?" "I  don't  know  how  it  may  be  with  other  passengers,"  answered 
Lamb,  "But  that  last  piece  of  oyster-pie  did  the  business  for  me." 

Dress,  not  the  Hair. — At  Dieppe,  in  France,  the  following 
notice  has  been  issued  by  the  police:  "The  bathing  police  are  re- 
quested, when  a  lady  is  in  danger  of  drowning,  to  seize  her  by  the 
dress  and  not  by  the  hair,  which  oftentimes  remains  in  their  grasp.* 

An  officious  friend  may  be  compared  to  a  doctor  who  gives 
"Advice  Gratis,"  in  order  to  make  you  swollow  the  intolerable 
quantity  of  physic  he  generally  prescribes  with  it. 

Blindness. — An  unknown  author  says: 

"A  blind  man  is  a  poor  man,  and  blind  a  poor  man  is;  . 
For  the  former  sees  no  man  and  the  latter  no  man  - 
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MURMURS. 

Jones  and  his  wife  live  in  Quebec. 

Far  from  old  ocean's  side ; 
Yet  frequently  the  neighbors  hear 

The  murmur  of  the  tied. 

K  be  n  l'/ct  was  his  name, 

And  Flora  hers,  the  records  show ; 

So  that  the  murmuring  of  the  tied 
Was  but  the  Eb.  and  Flo. 

Birth  Marks. — The  following  good  story  is  told  of  a  phys- 
ician of  Dayton,  Ohio:  The  doctor  was  recently  attending  a  case 
of  labor  in  the  family  of  one  of  his  patrons,  who,  though  a  very 
excellent  man,  is  a  little  slow  in  the  payment  of  his  medical  bills. 
Immediately  after  the  birth  of  the  babe,  the  father  nervously  asked : 
"Doctor,  is  the  baby  marked?"  "Yes,"  quietly  replied  the  doctor; 
it  is  marked  4C.  O.  D.'  "  The  bill  for  that  baby  was  promptlv  set- 
tled. 

How  a  Doctor  is  Created. — Qu.  Quid  est  creare? 
[What  is  creating?]  Ans.  E  nihilo  facere.  [1  o  make  out  of 
nothing^  Rej.  Bene;  te  doctorem  nunc  creavimus.  [Very  well; 
we  now  have  created  you  a  doctor  I\ 

Kittens.— Darwin  acknowledged  himself  matched  when  his 
little  neice  asked  him,  seriously,  what  a  cat  has  that  no  other  animal 
has?  He  gave  it  up,  after  mature  deliberation,  and  then  sly  puss 
answered,  "Kittens." 

• 

A  Gentleman  who  is  ashamed  of  his  intensely  bald  head,  ex- 
plains the  absence  of  his  hair  by  saying  that  he  was  born  poor,  and 
was  compelled  to  scratch  his  way  through  life. 

Polygamy. — A  Salt  Lake  paper  finds  fault  with  Brigham 
Young  for  selecting  the  eagle  for  his  emblem,  because  "that  royal 
bird  is  a  strict  monogamist." 

Hook  and  Eye. — When  George  Colman  the  younger  was 
asked  if  he  knew  Theodore  Hook,  he  said:  "Oh  yes;  Hook  and  I 
are  often  together. 

Digby  says  it  is  true  that  "there  is  more  pleasure  in  giving  than 
receiving,"  but  he  also  thinks  it  especially  applies  to  medicines,kicks 
and  advice. 

Punctuality. — A  man  who  gets  to  his  office  late  in  the 
morning  is  not  a  man  of  the  perioJ,  for  he  is  behind  his  time. 

Twins. — They  were  twins.  The  parents  christened  one  Kate 
and  the  other  Dupli-Kate. 
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Beckwith. — Prof.  S.  R.  Beckwith  and  family  are  enjoying  themselves 
In  Europe.    We  wish  them  a  safe  home  voyage. 

Clarke. — Dr.  C.  A.  Clarke,  late  of  Benton  .Harbor,  Michigan,  has  re- 
moved to  San  Diego,  California,  where  he  has  gone  into  partnership  with  G. 
W.  Barnes,  M.  D.,  who  will  be  remembered  as  a  former  Professor  in  our  col- 
lege at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  When  here  Prof.  B.  was  quite  an  invalid.  We  are 
glad  to  be  assured  that  his  health  is  now  permanently  re-established. 

Foote. — Dr.  G.  F.  Foote,  of  Stamford,  Con.,  goes  to  Europe  with  an  in- 
valid wife.    We  hope  the  trip  may  prove  beneficial. 

Jones. — One  of  our  old  subscribers  writes :  "I  wish  Jones  would  write 
more,  he  is  a  good  one."  Very  true.  Prof.  J.  is  the  most  brilliant  writer  in 
our  school,  and  the  best  acquainted  with  general  medical  literature.but  we  are 
obliged  to  present  a  variety  in  each  number.  It  would  not  do  to  spread  a  table 
with  one  kind  of  food. 

Wilder. — Louis  de  V.  Wilder,  M.  D.,  (who  has  taken  our  journal  since 
Its  first  number)  has  occupied  the  chair  of.  Homoeopathic  Materia  Medica  and 
and  Therapeutics  in  the  United  States  Medical  College  at  New  York  for  the 
last  two  years.  This  institution  is  in  its  fourth  year,  graduating  this  year 
25  students.  We  believe  that  this  is  an  Eclectic  college.  The  result  of  such 
a  professorship  will  doubtless  be  the  modification  of  much  of  crude  Eclectic 
practice,  and  the  conversion  of  a  number  of  their  practitioners. 


MARITAL. 

Bowman — Mkdes — A.  P.  Bowman,  M.  D.,  of  Ponca,  Nebraska,  was 
married  to  Miss  Cat  He  B.  Medes,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  on  Jan.  26. 

Crawford— Barclay — At  Greensburg,  Pa.,  on  the  22<\  of  Dec..  1881, 
J.  S.  Crawford.  M.  D..  and  Miss  Belle  J.  Barclay. 


NECROLOGICAL. 

House. — In  Tecumseh,  Michigan,  Mrs.  Ella,  wife  of  R.  B.  House,  M.  I)., 
departed  this  life  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  4,  1882.  Mrs.  House  was  born  in 
Jonesville,  Mich.,  in  1849.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  L.  M.  Jones,  of 
Brooklyn,  Mich.  She  was  married  to  her  now  bereaved  husband  in  1869. 
In  1872  they  removed  to  Tecumseh  where  they  resided  until  her  death.  She 
had  been  for  years  in  delicate  health  and  at  last  fell  a  victim  to  consumption. 
She  was  led  to  accept  the  religion  of  Christ  in  1854  an<^  m  sne  united 
with  the  M.  E.  church  and  remained  a  consistent  member  till  her  death.  She 
was  emphatically  a  good  woman — she  did  "xvhat  she  could." 

Lee. — C.  H.  Lee,  M.  D.,  sustained  a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of  his  eldest 
daughter,  Laura,  on  Dec.  7th  last,  at  New  Castle,  Pa.,  from  a  very  malignant 
form  of  diphtheria.    We  sincerely  condole  with  the  afflicted  parents. 

Williams.— Dr.  Edward  C.  Williams  died  of  phthisis  pulmonalis,  at 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  on  Dec.  3,  18S1,  at  the  age  of  28  years. 
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RECENT  NOTES  ON  THE  URINE,  ETC. 


CLIFFORD  MITCHELL,  A.  B.,  M.  D. 


According  to  Lecorche*  and  Talamon  when  sodium  salicylate  is 
administered  during  acute  articular  rheumatism  the  following  con- 
ditions are  noticeable  in  the  urine :  First  comes  a  period  when  the 
color  is  heightened,  the  specific  gravity  raised  but  the  quantity  not 
augmented;  after  this  ensues  polyuria  more  or  less  abundant  and  pro- 
longed, with  rapid  lowering  of  the  specific  gravity  to  normal,  while 
the  color  also  loses  its  abnormal  characteristics.  This  last  state  of 
things  is  characteristic  of  convalescence.  The  reaction  of  the  urine 
is  generally  acid  but  in  the  second  stage  may  be  neutral  or  alkaline. 
Urea  and  uric  acid  are*  enormously  increased — generally  within  the 
first  24  hours  although  they  may  in  some  cases  be  held  back  from 
48  to  72  hours.  This  notable  increase  lasts  three  or  four  days, 
then  the  two  substances  gradually  decrease  in  the  urine  down  to 
normal.  [In  subacute  rheumatism  this  increase  in  urea  and  uric 
acid  is  not  sustained  as  a  rule  over  24  hours].  Phosphoric  acid  is 
greatly  increased  as  well  and  *ts  elimination  in  large  quantities  con- 
tinues much  longer  than  that  of  the  uric  acid  and  urea. 

Bruneau  detects  salicylic  acid  in  the  urine  as  follows:  dilute 
the  urine  with  from  3  to  6  parts  of  water  and  add  to  it  a  little  per- 
chloride  of  iron  solution  (made  by  diluting  an  ordinary  solution  of 
this  substance  with  twenty  times  its  volume  of  water)  and  a  dark 
violet  coloration  is  seen  if  salicylic  acid  or  a  salicylate  be  present 
in  the  urine 

Baumann  has  shown  that  the  disappearance  of  the  sulphates 
from  urine  in  carbolic   acid   poisoning  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 

it 
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sulphuric  acid  becomes  "associated"  [i.  e.  is  not  in  the  usual  form  of 
sulphates  of  sodium  and  potassium  such  that  it  can  be  detected  by 
Barium  Chloride];  in  such  cases  the  urine  is  generally  dark  green 
with  a  slight  brown  tinge.  He  recommends  as  an  antidote  some 
soluble  sulphate  and  shows  preference  for  the  sulphate  of  soda  (5 
parts  in  200  of  water)  tablespoonful  every  half  hour.  [This  treat- 
ment of  carbolic  acid  poisoning  needs  confirmation — Cerna  does  not 
believe  it  efficacious. — C.  M.] 

Fiirbringer  shows  that  oxalic  acid  is  a  normal  and  perhaps 
constant  constituent  of  urine,  in  amount  about  2  centigrammes  a  day. 
He  thinks  that  the  oxalate  of  lime  passed  in  24  hours  does  not  rep- 
resent the  entire  amount  of  oxalic  acid.  The  sodic  phosphate  of 
the  urine  keeps  the  oxalate  of  lime  dissolved  in  normal  urine. 
There  is  a  constant  relation  between  an  abundance  of  oxalic  acid 
and  respiratory  troubles;  moreover  fever  is  not  an  obstacle 
to  its  elimination. 

According  to  Tanret  the  presence  of  creatinine  in  urine  does 
not  interfere  with  the  working  of  Fehling's  solution  in  testing  for 
sugar;  this  substance  (Fehling's  test  liquid)  is  sometimes  prevented 
from  detecting  small  amounts  of  sugar  by  the  presence  of  an  albu- 
minoid substance  in  the  urine  (which  may  be  gotten  rid  of  by  a 
chemical  process  of  no  great  interest  to  the  practitioner  as  Fehling'a 
solution  will  fully  answer  all  clinical  purposes. — C.  M.). 

Phenol  (carbolic  acid)  when  present  in  the  urine  in  excess  is 
indicative  of  the  intensity  of  putrid  fermentation  in  the  intestine;  in  sep- 
tic maladies,  empyema  with  pleural  fistula,tetanus,and  acute  tubercu- 
lous peritonitis  the  amount  of  carbolic* acid  in  the  urine  is  increased. 
[Carbolic  acid  is  a  constant  constituent  of  the  urine  of  the  cow, 
horse,  and  of  man ;  only  a  very  small  quantity  of  this  acid  can  be 
separated  from  human  urine  but  in  the  diseases  mentioned  above  it 
is  increased— of  course  it  is  understood  in  these  cases  that  the  acid  is 
not  given  internally  or  applied  externally ;  after  the  external  as  well  as 
internal  use  of  the  acid  it  may  appear  abundantly  in  the  urine,  color- 
ing it  olive-green,  dark  brown  or  even  black,  but  this  has  nothing 
to  do  with  its  occurrence  in  the  urine  during  septicaemia,  etc.,  when 
it  is  manufactured  by  the  body  itself.  To  detect  or  estimate  carbolic 
acid  in  the  urine  of  these  diseases  distill  the  urine  with  sulphuric 
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acid  and  precipitate  with  bromine  water,  a  job  fit  for  the  chemist 
rather  than  for  the  physician. — C.  M.] 

It  may  not  be  too  late  in  the  day  to  call  attention  to  Ultzmann's 
test  for  a  feeble  trace  of  bile  pigment:  dissolve  1  part  of  potassa 
in  3  parts  water  and  add  3  or  4  c.  c.  of  this  solution  to  the  urine 
to  be  examined,  then  carefully  add  hydrochloric  acid  drop  by  drop 
until  the  alkali  is  exactly  saturated,  when,  if  the  slightest  trace  of 
bile  pigment  be  present  a  fine  emerald  green  coloration  will  be  seen. 
[If  a  piece  of  red  and  a  piece  of  blue  litmus  paper  be  dipped  into 
a  neutral  solution  as  the  above  must  be,  neither  will  change  color. 
— C.  M.] 

Similarly  Rouvier's  method  for  collecting  spermatozoa  may, 
with  profit,  be  noticed :  Collect  the  urine  for  twenty-four  hours, 
[a  half  gallon  magnesia  jar  will  generally  answer  this  purpose. — C. 
M.]  let  it  settle  for  two  hours,  decant  the  urine  from  the  sediment 
which  has  settled,  then  collect  the  latter  in  a  test-tube  and  shake  it  up 
with  ether.  After  shaking  thoroughly  set  the  test-tube  aside,the  ether 
will  come  to  the  top  and  may  be  drained  off  with  a  pipette.  Add  a 
few  drops  of  distilled  water  and  examine  with  the  microscope  with- 
out using  tincture  of  iodine  as  the  latter  is  not  necessary. 

The  vexed  question  of  albumen  in  the  urine  is  considered  by 
Litten:  He  holds  tnat  the  albumin  transudes  at  the  Malpighian 
corpuscles;  that  this  transudation  is  not  confined  to  the  glomeruli 
but  takes  place  also  in  the  tubules.  The  renal  vessels  undergo 
transient  dilatation  of  their  calibre. 

Runeberg  holds  that  albumen  in  the  urine  is  due  to  increased 
permeability  of  the  capillary  walls  and  investing  epithelium. 

Sir  Henry  Thompson  makes  the  following  observation  in  re- 
gard to  the  urine:  If  clear  acid  urine,  free  from  blood,  contains  a 
notable  amount  of  albumen, the  latter  is  apt  to  be  of  renal  origin;  if 
the  urine  contain  even  a  very  slight  amount  of  blood  albumen  will 
be  found;  pus  may  and  most  commonly  does  proceed  from  some 
local  condition  of  the  bladder  and  here  albumen  will  be  found  also 
[as  in  case  of  blood  not  of  renal  origin  but  albumen  belonging  to 
the  pus. — C.  M.].  Such  local  condition  is  frequently  a  local  catarrh 
caused  by  inability  to  empty  the  bladder  completely  as  in  hypertro- 
phy of  the  prostate. 
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Dr.  Vincentini  divides  renal  cylinders  and  cylindroid6  into  two 
classes :  The  first  comprises  those  which  offer  a  more  or  less  easily 
discernible  filamentous  structure,and  include  the  elementary  or  fibrin- 
oid element,  the  cylindroid,  which  gradually  passes  into  the  com- 
pact cylindroid  and  through  intermediate  forms,  into  the  apparently 
homogeneous  hyaline  cylinder.  The  second  series  includes  those 
products  which  are  homogeneous  in  structure  and  embraces  hyaline 
and  waxy  cylinders.  According  to  him  the  cylindroids  and  their 
allied  forms  originate  from  a  pathological  secretion  of  the  tubular 
epithelium  analogous  to  that  of  a  mild  catarrh;  hyaline  cylinders 
form  a  secretion  analogous  to  that  of  a  more  intense  catarrh.  Doubt 
exists  as  to  the  origin  of  the  waxy  cylinders;  they  may  either  con- 
sist of  the  broken-down  epithelium  of  the  tubuli  or  of  that  of  the 
Malpighian  glomeruli.  The  latter  view,that  of  Langhans,Vincentini 
combats. 

Dr.  Weiser  has  used  the  nitnte  of  amyl  as  a  disinfectant,  apply- 
ing the  drug  locally  in  chronic  catarrh  of  the  bladder.  Satisfactory 
results  were  thus  obtained.  Three  drops  of  the  nitrite  were  mixed 
with  an  ounce  of  warm  water  and  the  fluid  injected  twice  daily  into 
the  bladder.  For  the  disinfection  and  preservation  of  urine,  nitrite 
of  amyl  is  also  claimed  to  be  preferable  to  carbolic  acid. 

Dr.  D.  J.  Leech  has  reported  three  cases  of  glomerulo-nephritU 
in  the  British  Medical  Journal,  June  25,  1881,  which  seem  to  in- 
dicate that  glomerular  changes  may  play  a  most  important  part  in 
the  production  of  the  clinical  phenomena  in  Bright's  disease.  The 
cases  recorded  presented  very  similar  clinical  symptoms.  They  ran 
a  course  of  from  two  to  six  months.  In  all,  general  cedema  was  a 
conspicuous  symptom,  and  the  urine,  small  in  quantity  and  of  low 
specific  gravity,  contained  a  large  amount  of  albumen. 

The  urine  in  chloral-hydrate  poisoning  presents  some  points  of 
interest.  Sugar  has  been  found  to  be  present  in  varying  quantity  in 
the  urine  of  man  but,  Labbge  has  failed  to  find  it  in  the  urine  of 
chloralized  rabbits  and  frogs.  Felz  and  Ritter,  however,  found 
sugar  in  the  urine  of  dogs  into  whose  veins  they  had  injected 
chloral,  together  with  an  organic  substance,  probably  the  same 
found  by  VanMering  and  Musculus,  who  named  it  uro-chloralic 
acid. 

In  cases  of  diabetes  insipidus,  characterized  by  phosphaturia, 
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(voiding  of  urine  containing  heavy  amounts  of  phosphates)  Rolfe 
recommends  warm  baths  followed  by  tepid  douches  for  the  neural- 
gic pains  and  for  soothing  the  nervous  system.  The  food  should 
be  light  and  nutritious  and  milk  one  of  the  chief  constituents. 
Alcohol  should  be  avoided ;  it  invariably,  even  in  small  quantities, 
increases  the  diuresis.  The  same  may  be  said  of  coffee.  Change  to 
dry,  bracing  air  should  be  obtained  if  possible.  The  clothing 
should  be  warm  and  the  patient  carefully  guarded  against  cold, 
since  in  these  cases  a  reduction  of  bodily  temperature  is  always 
noted.  [General  tonics  should  be  administed,  such  as  iron,  quinine, 
nux  vomica,  hydrochloric  acid,  and  cod  liver  oil.]  When,  in  spite  of 
the  pursuance  of  these  therapeutic  and  hygienic  conditions,  the 
diuresis  and  excretion  of  phosphoric  acid  continues,  though  the  gen- 
eral condition  of  the  patient  may  temporarily  improve,  there  is  rea- 
son to  fear  that  phthisis  may  supervene  or  that  the  disease  may  as- 
sume the  features  of  saccharine  diabetes. 

From  time  to  time  "cures"  of  diabetes  mellitus  are  reported  by 
use  of  salicylic  acid  or  salicylates;  for  instance,  one  case  is  said  to 
have  been  treated  successfully  with  salicylate  of  soda  given  in  doses 
of  15  grains  each,  three  times  a  day,  after  each  meal.  In  this  par- 
ticular case  the  "hunger"  symptom  was  absent.  Three  cases  of  the 
same  malady  have  been  said  to  be  cured  with  45  grain  doses  of 
salicylic  acid  given  three  times  a  day  for  three  days.  Animal  diet 
and  glycerine  as  a  substitute  for  sugar  has  been  found  to  be  effica- 
cious in  cases  of  diabetes  mellitus  in  old  people  who  have  had 
rheumatic  arthritis  and  angina  pectoris. 

A  physician,  whose  name  escapes  me,  claims  that  hypodermic 
injections  of  J  grain  of  muriate  of  pilocarpin  given  every  two  days 
for  about  two  months  have  cured  diabetes  mellitus.  [Every  case 
of  sugar  in  the  urine  is  by  no  means  necessarily  a  case  of  diabetes 
mellitus — the  differential  diagnosis  between  glycosuria  (sugar  in  the 
urine)  and  diabetes  mellitus  is  sometimes  difficult  but  with  care  it 
can  generally  be  made.  In  glycosuria  (sugar  in  the  urine)  we  do 
not  have  the  hunger,  thirst,  or  abundant  flow  of  urine  present  in 
diabetes  mellitus.  Unfortunately,  however,  there  are  cases  of 
polyuria  (abundant  flow  of  urine)  and  of  azoturia  (excessive  dis- 
charge of  urea  in  the  urine)  wherein  symptomatic  glycosuria  may 
intervene  and  hunger  and  thirst  also  be  present,  leading  a  hasty 
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diagnostician  on  first  taking  charge  of  the  case  to  suspect  genuine 
diabetes  mellitus.  If,  however,  the  sugar  disappears  from  the  urine 
after  a  short  time — especially  if  there  has  never  in  the  history  of 
the  case  been  a  large  amount  found  nor  a  persistent  presence  of  it 
— the  case  is  evidently  not  one  of  true  diabetes  mellitus.  Accord- 
ing to  Cyr  glycosuria  is  not  a  malady  but  merely  a  symptom  of 
diabetes  mellitus  and  that,  too,  not  a  pathognomic  one  since  the 
latter  disease  may  exist  without  it. — C.  M.l 

According  to  Roser  the  gangrenous  and  ulcerative  processes 
frequently  intervening  during  diabetes  mellitus  may  be  rectified  by 
diabetic  diet.  Several  physicians  claim  that  ergot  is  of  value  in  the 
treatment  of  diabetes  mellitus;  J.  Hunt  in  two  cases  gave  this  rem- 
edy as  follows:  first,  four  grammes  fluid  extract  three  times  a  day, 
then  increasing  the  dose  until  30  grammes  a  day  were  given  with- 
out prejudicial  effects  to  the  circulation.  The  sugar  disappeared 
after  several  weeks  of  this  treatment  and  a  diet  composed  of  roast 
meats,  string  beans,  gluten  bread,  pint  of  milk,  and  quart  of  bo- 
uillon. 

Richet  finds  that  the  mucous  membrane  of  dogs  which  have 
died  of  uraemia  has  the  power  of  rapidly  transforming  urea  into 
ammonium  carbonate  at  temperature  of  35°  Centigrade.  He  con- 
cludes that  the  formation  of  ammonia  in  uraemia  would  appear  to 
be  due  to  intra-stomachal  fermentation  of  urea,  caused  by  micro- 
scopic organisms. 

Richet  and  Moutard  Martin  have  been  able  to  demonstrate  the 
harmlessness  of  pure  urea;  50  grammes  (750  grains)  injected  into 
the  blood  of  a  dog  of  medium  size  did  not  produce  death.  [Urea 
is  called  in  some  text  books  on  the  urine,  "a  powerful  irritant  poi- 
son rapidly  inducing  convusions,  coma,  and  death." — C.  M.] 

Morat  and  Ortille  have  found  that  carbonate  of  ammonium 
may  exist  in  uraemic  blood  but  not  constantly,  and  not  in  cases  of 
sudden  death.  It  is  formed  in  the  intestine  and  not  in  the  blood  and 
is  re-absorbed. 

Drs.  Brailey  and  Edmunds,  of  England,  in  a  paper  on  the  re- 
lation of  the  retinal  changes  to  the*  other  pathological  conditions  of 
Bright's  disease  remark  the  following:  In  chronic  Bright's  disease 

there  is  (as  has  often  been  described)  an  hypertrophy  of  the  walls 
of  the  arteries  throughout  the  body,  especially  affecting  the  middle 
and  outer  coats.    In  addition  to  this  there  is,  in  the  kidney  and  in 
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the  well-known  white  opaque  patches  of  the  retina,  a  thickening  of 
the  interna  leading  to  an  occlusion  of  the  majority  of  the  arteries  of 
the  part. 

This  condition  is  accompanied  in  each  organ  by  degeneration 
and  inflammatory  changes.  This  degeneration  affects  in  the  kidney 
the  epithelial  cells  of  the  tubules,  and  in  the  retina  the  nerve  cells, 
the  nerve-fibres,  and  the  fibres  of  Miiller.  The  authors  believed 
this  affection  of  the  arteries  to  be  an  exaggeration  of  the  endarteritis 
often  observed  in  the  larger  trunks  of  the  body  generally,  where  it 
gives  rise  to  atheromatous  patches;  and  that  it  precedes  and  gives 
rise  to  the  other  inflammatory  and  degenerative  changes  encounter- 
ed in  the  kidney  and  retina. 

Edmunds  and  Nettleship  have  recorded  the  case  of  a  smoker 
who  suffered  from  diabetes.  There  was  a  central  scotoma  for  red; 
the  position  of  the  amblyopia  and  in  some  respects  the  ophthalmo- 
scopic appearances  agreed  with  those  commonly  seen  in  tobacco 
amaurosis.  One  optic  nerve  was  examined  after  death :  A  trans- 
verse section  through  the  anterior  part  of  the  optic  nerve  showed  a 
wedge-shaped  area  of  sclerosis,  in  which  the  nuclei  were  increased 
in  number,  the  trabecule  thickened,  and  in  which  the  walls  of  the 
blood-vessels  were  also  thickened.  This  tract  extended  through 
the  whole  length  of  the  nerve.  At  the  time,  the  symptoms  were 
attributed  to  the  abuse  of  tobacco;  but  Mr.  Nettleship  had  recently 
seen  another  quite  similar  case,  in  a  woman  who  was  the  subject  of 
diabetes,  but  did  not  smoke;  this  seemed  to  suggest  that  the  condi- 
tion might  be  connected  with  the  diabetes  and  not  with  the  tobacco 
smoking. 

Dr.  Wahltuch  reports  the  case  of  a  man,  aged  42,  who 
came  under  observation  at  the  Hulme  Dispensary,  Manchester, 
England,  suffering  from  inability  to  micturate  owing  to  an  elongat- 
ed, red,  and  swollen  prepuce.  On  slitting  this  up,  a  large  calculous 
was  at  once  removed,  which  had  formed  during  many  years  between 
the  prepuce  and  glans,  as  the  patient  had  always  difficulty  in  mictu- 
rition. The  calculus  measured  J  by  {j  of  an  inch  and  was  of  a  tri- 
angular shape  with  three  flat  facets.  It  consisted  of  phosphates 
with  a  uric  acid  nucleus;  two  smaller  stones  besides  the  large  one 
were  found. 

ALKAPTON  IN  THE  URINE. 

This  peculiar  substance  has  been  found  in  the  urine  by  Bodeker, 


Digitized  by  Google 


168  AMERICAN  OBSERVER.  [April 

by  Johnson,  and  recently  by  Armstong.  In  the  last  case  the  patient 
was  a  child  of  three  years,  the  urine  having  a  specific  gravity  of 
1025  acid  in  reaction  and  depositing  some  urate  of  ammonium  and 
mucus.    No  albumen  was  present,  and  urea  was  scanty. 

[AJkapton  is  a  substance  about  which  little  or  nothing  it  known 
except  that  if  a  strong  caustic  alkali  like  potassa  be  added  to  the 
urine  containing  it,  the  urine  darkens;  it  will  be  remembered  that 
urine  containing  sugar  darkens  if  potassa  be  added  and  heat  applied, 
hence  there  is  some  chance  of  confusion  unless  the  physician  re- 
member that  no  heat  is  necessary  to  produce  the  dark  color  if  by 
any  chance  alkapton  and  not  sugar  be  present.  Moreover  if 
Trommer's  test  be  applied  to  urine  contaning  alkapton  an  unsatis- 
factory result  is  obtained — partial  reduction  only  of  the  copper  salt 
taking  place.  As  this  substance  rarely  appears  in  urine,  only  three 
cases  of  it  ever  having  been  reported,  the  editor  of  this  department 
would  be  very  glad  to  have  forwarded  to  him  at  296  Erie  st.,Chica- 
go,  any  specimens  of  urine  which  behave  with  caustic  potash  and 
Trommer's  or  Fehling's  tests,  in  the  manner  described  above. 
Alkapton  does  not  ferment  like  sugar.  Smith  thinks  it  probable 
that  it  belongs  to  the  aromatic  compounds. — C.  M.] 


HYPOPHOSPHITES  VERSUS  PHOSPHATES* 

A  comparative  statement  of  the  amount  of  phosphorus  con- 
tained in  hypophosphites  and  phosphates,  showing  the  superior 
power  of  hypophosphites  over  phosphates  as  a  carrier  of  this  ele- 
ment, and  accompanied  by  a  brief  statement,  showing  why  hypo- 
phosphites are  the  best  assimilants  of  phosphorus : 

(O— 8) 


Hypophosphites. 
too  parts  by  weight. 

Phosphorus. 
Per  cent. 

Phosphates. 
ioo  parts  oy  weight. 

Phosphorus 

percent. 

Iron  (ferrous  salt) . . 

36.47 
35.10 
29.75 
33.33 
8.33 
23.25 

Lime  (bone  phosphate) . . 
Soda  (crvst'd  tribasic) .... 
Potassa  (neutral  tribasic) . 
Iron  (ferrous  tribasic).  . .. 
Quinia  (neutral  tribasic).. 
Zinc  (neutral  tribasic).  . . 

13.46 
8.61 
17.67 

1472 

Also  a  table  showing  the  percentage  by  weight  of  oxygen 
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necessary  to  be  absorbed  by  the  phosphorus  element  of  the  hypo- 
phosphites  to  convert  them  into  phosphates,  while  the  latter  being 
already  fully  oxidized,  absorb  none. 

(O— 8.) 


100  parts  by  weight  of  hypophosphites  of  oxygen. 


Lime  to  convert  into  phosphate,  must  absorb 
Soda,        «         «  "  "  " 

Potassa,    «         «  «  «  « 

Iron,         "         "  "  «  " 

Quinia,      "         "  "  "  " 

Zinc,         "         «  "  »  " 


Per  cent. 


"373F 
36.24 
30.71 
34.41 
8.60 
24.01 


As  hypophosphites  become  oxidized,  the  relative  proportion  of 
phosphorus  contained  in  the  resulting  compound  becomes  less  by 
the  increase  in  weight  of  the  substance,  and  the  power  to  absorb 
oxygen  (to  which  property  the  therapeutic  value  of  these  salts  are 
due)  becomes  less  and  less,  until,  when  fully  oxidized  to  the  condi- 
tion of  phosphate,  their  efficacy  as  phosphorus  assimilants  cease, 
unless  it  ca»i  be  proven  that  phosphates  become  partly  deoxid- 
ized in  the  economy — a  result  highly  improbable,  when  it  is  consid- 
ered that  the  natural  tendency  of  vital  action  is  in  the  contrary  di- 
rection, and  that  phosphorus  is  always  excreted  in  its  highest  oxi- 
dized form  (phosphate). 

Even  if  it  be  admitted  that  phosphates  are  partly  deoxidized 
in  the  body,  this  if  shown  only  proves  that  the  element  ought  to  be 
in  that  condition  to  fulfill  its  physiological  province,  and  would,  of 
itself,  be  the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  the  use  of  hypophos- 
phites, and  thus  anticipate  natural  requirements.  While  it  will  not 
be  denied  that  all  remedies  should  be  pure,  there  exists  a  special 
reason  why  hypophosphites  should  be  in  that  condition — this  is, 
that  impurities,  particularly  those  of  inorganic  character,  prevent 
the  favorable  action  of  these  remedies.  The  presence  of  slight 
traces  of  impurity  in  many  medicinal  substances  does  not,  as  a  rule, 
greatly  interfere  with  their  action;  but  this  rule  does  not  apply  to 
the  hypophosphites,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  experience  of  all  medi- 
cal men  who  have  obtained  the  best  results  from  their  use.  Phys- 
icians who  have  not  sufficiently  investigated  this  subject  would  be 
surprised  at  the  difference  in  results,  if  they  would  use  only  chem- 
ically pure  salts;  nor  should  they  be  administered  in  combination 
with  other  remedies,  as  cod-liver  oil,  malt  extract,  etc.  These  rem- 
edies, if  indicated,  should  be  given  alternately,  and  not  simultane- 
ously with  the  hypophosphites.  Respectfully, 

R.  W.  Gardner. 


♦Medical  Record. 
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PROF.  S.  LILEENTHAL.  M.  D.,  NEW  YORK  CITY.  EDITOR. 

AMMONIA  INHALATION  IN  BRONCHIAL 

AFFECTIONS. 


BY   DR.  MELSENS. 


The  surface  of  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane  is  the  most 
rapid  and  sure  method  of  producing  absorption  of  medicamenta. 
Morgagni  already  considered  this  the  best  means  of  applying  drug* 
in  pulmonary  diseases.  Vapors  of  Ammonia  may  be  inspired 
without  danger  as  is  proven  by  the  health  of  laborors  in  Guaco, 
and  the  sojourn  in  stables  has  of  old  been  highly  spoken  of  in 
phthisis.  As  he  suffered  from  severe  bronchitis  he  thought  he 
would  try  it  on  himself,  and  carried  round  his  neck,  under  his  cloth- 
ing, a  little  satchel  filled  with  Carbonate  of  Ammonia.  In  a  few 
days  he  was  free  from  his  ailment,  though  amelioration  had  already 
set  in  on  the  first  day.  Several  patients  (among  others  one  with 
very  old  chronic  bronchitis)  followed  his  advice  and  example  and 
confirm  his  statement,  especially  a  physician  who  for  a  long  time 
suffered  in  consequence  of  a  chronic  bronchitis  from  dilatation  of 
the  bronchi,  emphysema,  asthma  and  intervallary  acute  laryngitis. 
Melsens  believes  that  this  local  application  fully  supplies  the  natural 
conditions  found  in  stables,  gas  manufactories,  or  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  craters. —  W.  Med.  Zeit.  48,  1SS1. 


COMPARISON  OF  THE  BROMINE  COMBINATIONS 

IN  RELATION   TO  THEIR  ACTION. 

Brom-natrium  moderates  the  reflex  actions,  i.  e.  it  diminishes 
the  sensibility,  but  only  acts  decisively  in  large  doses.  Thus  it  dif- 
fers from  Brom-kalium,  which  acts  simultaneously  on  the  nervous 
and  muscular  system,  in  its  double  quality  as  Brom-combination  and 
Kali-salt.    In  epilepsy,  e.  g.  a  dose  of  Bromide  of  Sodium  dimin- 
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ishes  the  reflex  activity  of  the  medulla  and  the  sensibility,  but  it  act* 
only  in  a  slight  degree  on  the  activity  of  the  brain  and  on  the  mus- 
cular system. 

Bromide  of  Sodium  in  its  physiological  action  on  man  shows: 
1)  increase  of  urinary  secretion;  2)  increase  of  its  solids;  8)  diminu- 
tion of  urea.  The  daily  dose  was  1 — 4  grm.,  but  when  a  dose  of  4 
grm.  was  taken  for  several  days,  the  excretion  of  urea  increased 
again  to  \%  grains  and  the  quantity  of  solids  became  higher  than 
normal.  Hence  it  was  tried  in  arthritis,  renal  sand,  rheumatism, 
dyspepsia  with  satisfactory  results. 

Bromide  of  Ammonia  in  the  same  doses  (1  to  4  gram.)  and  un- 
der similar  relations,  gave  the  following  results:  1)  diminished  quan- 
tity of  urine;  2)  increased  density,  corresponding  to  the  diminished 
quantity ;  3)  decrease  of  the  solids,  and  4)  of  the  urea.  The  salt 
acts  as  an  evanescent  excitans  corresponding  to  its  base,  but  shows 
simultaneously  the  sedative  action  of  the  Bromine. 

Bromide  of  Potassium  diminishes  the  excretion  of  urea,  but 
with  a  daily  dose  of  one  gramme  hardly  acts  as  a  diuretic.  It  dimin- 
ishes therefore  the  tissues  change.  It  is  rapidly,  like  the  other  • 
alkaline  bromides,  excreted  partly  through  the  mucous  membranes, 
whose  sensibility  it  diminishes;  it  acts  strongly  on  the  sensibility  of 
the  sexual  organs. 

Their  action  on  the  digestive  tract  can,  when  large  doses  are 
given,  be  judged  by  the  stools.  Bromide  of  Potassium  acts  on  the 
nervous  and  muscular  system,  and  diminishes  cerebral  and  spinal  ac- 
tivity; it  retards  the  cardiac  action,  leading  finally  to  muscular 
paresis. 

In  insomnia  of  nervous  women  and  chlorotic  persons,  Bromide 
of  Sodium  is  preferable,  as  a  dose  of  4 — 5  grammes  effects  neither 
muscular  activity  nor  the  intestinal  tract,  nor  does  it  cause,  like  Bro- 
mide of  Potassium,  dullness  of  the  head  and  hebetude.  Bromide  of 
Ammonia  may  be  chosen  where  insomnia  depends  on  partial  or 
general  cerebral  congestion. 

In  epilepsy  Bromide  of  Potash  may  be  injurious  by  causing 
general  torpor,  loss  of  memory  and  difficult  speech.  In  doses  of 
4 — 10  grammes  it  causes  copious  diarrhoea. 

Recently  the  three  Bromides  were  combined  in  one  prescrip- 
tion thus:  1)  the  dose  is  smaller,  as  the  atomic  weight  of  Natrium 
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and  Ammonium  is  smaller;  2)  it  is  more  rapidly  excreted;  3)  the  de- 
pressing effect  of  Bromide  of  Potassium  is  lighter,  its  action  on  the 
central  organ  of  circulation  sufficient. 

Bromide  of  Ammonia  is  recommended  in  chorea  in  conse- 
quence of  rheumatism  (microscopic  embolism  in  corpus  striatum 
in  consequence  of  endocarditis;  Bromide  of  Sodium  in  chorea  from 
the  medulla).  Bromide  of  Potash  is  only  indicated  in  excessive 
muscular  unrest,  where  there  is  a  degree  of  diminution  of  the  mus- 
cular energy. 

Bromide  of  Sodium  suits  many  cases  of  asthma,  but  Bromide 
of  Ammonium  is  preferable  where  cerebral  circulation  is  disturbed 
by  frequent  and  long  continuing  paroxysms. 

When  we  wish  to  act  on  reflex-activity  and  muscular  system, 
Bromide  of  Potassium  is  preferable;  when  on  the  reflex  centrum 
Bromide  of  Sodium.  Where  the  muscular  system  should  remain 
untouched  and  we  only  wish  to  act  on  the  nervous  system  and  to 
diminish  the  blood -pressure,  Bromide  of  Ammonium  is  prefera- 
ble—  Jour.  <T  Therapy  Aug.,  1881. 


TREATMENT  OF  GONORRHOEA  WITH  HYDRATE 

OF  CHLORAL. 

Pargua  recommends  Chloral,  1  to  120  aqua  destillata  or 
rosarum,  as  an  injection  in  gonorrhoea,  and  affirms  to  have  dimin- 
ished thus,  not  only  the  inclination  to  urinate  and  the  erections,  but 
has  also  shortened  the  course  of  the  disease  and  prevented  compli- 
cations. The  same  physician  recommends  for  painful  hemorrhoids : 
Extr.  Bell.,  0,  3;  Iodoform  Plumb,  act.  aa  0,  06,  Vaseline  5,  0 
m.  f.  unga.,  to  apply  three  or  four  times  a  day  on  the  painful  spot, 
after  taking  a  hot  bath.— Italia.  Med.  j/,  1881. 

— — — — — ^ — ~— ™ — ™— — ^~—  . 

Difficulty  of  Hearing  in  Engineers  and  Firemen  of 

■ 

R.  R.  Engines. — Dr.  Schuabach  found  that  hard-hearing  in- 
creases year  by  year  in  men  thus  employed  and  gets  worse  the 
longer  the  years  of  their  services  are  continued.  During  the  first 
years  of  their  employment  up  to  five  years,  giving  only  30  per 
cent.;  from  six  to  fifteeen  years  10  per  cent.,  and  thus  increasing. 
Of  160  employees  33  suffered  trom  hard-hearing. —  W.  Allg.  Med. 
Zeit^  /,  1882. 
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C.  P.  HART,  M.  D.,  WYOMING,  OHIO,  EDITOR. 


HISTORY  AND  CHARACTERS  OF  ERUPTIVE 

FEVERS. 


A  LECTURE  BY  WILLIAM  V.  DRURY,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  I. 


Gentlemen — In  the  short  course  of  lectures  on  exanthema- 
tous  diseases  that  it  falls  to  my  lot  to  deliver,  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  include  all  that  have  been  so  classified  or  that  might  fairly  come 
under  that  category,  but  rather  to  confine  myself  to  those  eruptive 
fevers  that  are  commonly  recognized  as  such. 

The  name  of  these  diseases  is  derived  from  the  Greek,  and 
signifies  to  bud  forth,  to  effloresce,  as  from  the  budding  forth  of  a 
flower. 

The  diseases  in  question,  being  characterized  by  the  breaking 
forth  of  an  eruption,  are  known  as  the  exanthemata.  From  this 
derivation  you  will  see  at  once  what  a  wide  and  varied  group  of 
diseases  might  be  classed  under  this  heading.  Bateman  adds  urti- 
caria, purpura,  and  erythema  to  the  list.  Even  the  plague  has  been 
so  classified,  but  by  common,  though  unexpressed,  consent  the  num- 
ber has  been  restricted,  and  I  propose,  as  I  have  already  intimated, 
to  avail  myself  of  this  arbitrary  but  wholesome  rule,  and  confine 
my  remarks  to  scarlet  fever,  measles,  roseola,  rotheln,  chicken-pock, 
small-pox,  and  vaccination. 

Before  proceeding  to  speak  of  any  one  of  these,  it  may  be  well 
to  take  a  glance  at  the  group  generally,  and  see  what  features  they 
possess  in  common,  in  their  general  character,  as  well  as  in  their 
history. 

Now  eruptive  fevers,  as  their  name  implies,  are  characterized 
by  the  presence  of  fever  and  the  appearance  of  an  eruption.  The 
fever  precedes  the  eruption,  and  in  some  there  is  abatement  on  its 
appearance. 

There  are  symptoms,  such  as  the  catarrh  of  measles,  the  sore 
throat  of  scarlet  fever,  and  the  back-ache  of  small-pox,  that  may 
give  us  some  idea  what  form  of  an  eruption  the  premonitory  fever 
is  to  usher  in,  though  the  fever  itself  may  not  tell  much,  as  the  in- 
itiatory stage  of  all  these  diseases  have  many  features  in  common, 
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whatever  the  budding  forth  of  the  efflorescence  may  turn  out  to  be. 

Besides  the  help  that  we  may  get  from  special  symptoms  such 
as  those  alluded  to,  there  is  generally  something  about  the  look  of 
the  patient  very  difficult  to  describe,  but  which  convejs  some  in- 
formation to  the  experienced  eye  as  to  what  may  be  coming.  In 
addition  to  this,  if  any  epidemic  is  prevailing  at  the  time,  or  if  the 
patient  has  been  exposed  to  any  particular  infection,  our  suspicions 
will  naturally  point  in  that  direction,  though  it  will  not  be  wise  to 
jump  to  any  hasty  conclusion  without  other  corroborative  evidence 
to  support  this. 

Parents  are  always  anxious  to  know  early  what  the  nature  of 
the  illness  is,  not  merely  from  a  natural  anxiety  to  know  what  they 
have  to  fear,  but  also  that  they  may  know  what  precautions  it  will 
be  necessary  to  take  to  guard  against  the  further  spread  of  illness. 
On  this  account,  once  you  have  satisfied  your  own  minds  as  to  what 
you  have  to  deal  with,  it  is  well  to  impart  your  information  to  the 
friends;  but  if  from  the  undeveloped  state  of  the  case  you  can  only 
form  a  surmise,  it  is  well  even  then,  if  your  suspicions  are  roused, 
to  give  a  little  note  of  warning  that  may  insure  some  precautionary 
measures  being  taken;  if  the  threatenings  blow  over  a  little,  extra 
caution  will  have  done  no  harm;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  your  con- 
jectures are  right,  the  friends  will  be  all  the  better  pleased  that  some 
precautionary  measures  have  been  taken  in  advance. 

It  is  very  possible  that  now  and  again  some  foolish  and  incon- 
siderate person  may  resent  as  a  wrong  being  told  that  a  danger 
threatens  if  it  does  not  appear  afterwards,  and  no  doubt  this  unreas- 
oning spirit  may  cause  you  a  little  worry ;  but  if  you  have  exercised 
the  judgment  God  has  given  you  to  the  best  of  your  ability,  rest 
satisfied  that  you  have  acted  rightly.  If  in  the  one  case  you  are 
wrongly  growled  at — for  I  think  that  word  expresses  the  hints  and 
remarks  that  will  be  made  for  your  benefit — in  other  similar  cases 
you  will  be  commended. 

Care,  however,  is  needed  not  to  raise  an  alarm  rashly.  It  is 
always  well  to  be  sure  of  one's  ground  in  expressing  an  opinion; 
and  if  this  is  needed  in  speaking  of  what  is  coming,  it  is  far  more 
necessary  in  pronouncing  on  what  is.  It  is  awkward  to  pronounce 
a  rash  to  be  measles  to-day  and  something  different  to-morrow. 
These  mistakes  are,  however,  made.  I  have  no  doubt  many  a  case 
has  been  sent  to  an  hospital  said  to  be  one  form  of  complaint  that 
turned  out  to  be  something  quite  different.  When  we  hear  of  such 
a  mistake  being  made,  we  should  be  lenient  in  our  judgment,  re- 
membering some  difficulties  that  we,  like  other  medical  men,  may 
have  experienced  in  our  own  practice. 

Let  us  hear  the  evidence  of  a  man  who  could  afford  to  admit  a 
difficulty  of  this  kind.    The  late  Dr.  George  Gregory,  speaking  of 
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roseola,  thus  alludes  to  cases  where  scarlatina  and  variola  seem  each 
to  threaten. 

"The  occurrence  is  very  annoying  in  practice.  The  physician 
first  pronounces  that  his  patient  has  fever.  Two  days  after  he 
changes  his  note,  and  informs  the  friends  the  patient,  hesides  fever, 
has  the  roseola  or  rose-rash — an  affair  of  no  consequence.  Two 
days  after  that  he  announces  to  the  astonished  listeners  that  his 
patient  has  small-pox!  This,"  says  the  doctor,  "once  occurred  to 
myself  in  consultation  with  Mr.  Hammond,  of  Windsor.  Three 
diseases  in  as  many  days ! " 

To  return,  however,  to  the  points  of  resemblance  in  exanthe- 
matous  diseases.  They  are  diseases  of  childhood.  The  cause  of 
this  is  very'  evident;  they  are  infectious,  and  often  epidemic,  and 
those  who  have  gone  through  one  attack  rarely  suffer  from  a  second. 
The  young  also  seem  to  be  more  susceptible  than  those  that  are 
older.  Children,  therefore,  when  exposed  to  infection  are  likely  to 
suffer;  adults,  who  have  probably  gone  through  the  disease  in 
childhood,  escape.  Owing  to  vaccination,  small-pox  is  now  rare 
among  children;  but  for  this  protection  the  rule  would  be  found  to 
hold  good,  and  large  numbers  of  children  would  suffer. 

Going  back  to  a  time  when  vaccination  was  less  rigorously 
carried  out  than  at  present,  "there  died  in  London  of  small-pox, 
during  the  two  years  1840-41,  2,286  persons,  of  whom  2,060  were 
under  and  only  226  above,  15  years  of  age"  (Gregory,  on  "Eruptive 
Fevers,"  87). 

All  these  diseases  have  a  period  of  latency,  so  far  as  outward 
appearances  go,  before  they  break  forth  into  activity.  Like  the 
seed  under  ground  that  swells  and  bursts,  and  sprouts,  so  eruptive 
fevers,  once  the  infection  is  sown,  pervade  the  whole  system  till,  in 
obedience  to  the  law  that  regulates  their  course,  the  time  comes  for 
their  efflorescence.  This  characteristic,  of  growing  within  the 
body,  like  leaven,  leavening  the  lump,  has  caused  them  to  be  classed 
in  the  death  lists  of  the  metropolis  as  zymotic  diseases,  from  the 
Greek  word  signifying  "leaven." 

During  the  latent  period,  or  at  least  some  portion  of  it,  they 
have  the  power  of  extending  their  influence  to  those  who  come 
within  range  of  their  operation.  In  this  way  these  diseases  spread, 
and  we  see  the  reason  why  in  schools  the  children  fall  sick  in  de- 
tachments. Hence  the  necessity  of  isolating  those  who  show  the 
slightest  signs  of  illness  of  a  suspicious  character. 

A  young  gentleman  was  taken  ill  with  measles,  his  sister  was 
immediately  separated,  but  was  allowed  to  continue  her  attendance 
at  a  French  class.  Her  mother  was  in  the  habit  of  accompanying 
her,  but  as  she  had  to  attend  to  her  son  she  was  unwilling  to  go  to 
the  class  for  fear  of  spreading  infection.  A  message  was 
sent    to    me    telling    me    of    this    caution    on     the    part  of 
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the  mother.  I  sent  her  word  that  she  might  go  to  the  class  when 
she  pleased,  but  that  her  daughter  had  better  keep  away,  and  that 
she  would  probably  have  the  measles  on  a  day  I  specii  led.  This 
prediction  proved  correct,  and  my  fears  about  the  daughter's  spread- 
ing infection  were  verified  by  others  taking  it. 

It  is,  therefore,  a  wise  precaution  at  once  to  separate  those  who 
have  been  exposed  to  infection,  till  the  longest  known  period  of  lat- 
ency has  passed. 

As  it  will  be  necessary  to  refer  again  to  this  subject  when, 
speaking  of  the  different  eruptive  fevers,  I  need  not  dwell  longer  on 
it  at  present. 

Another  feature  common  to  some  of  these  diseases. is  their  ten- 
dency to  leave  some  mischief  behind.  The  sequela?,  or  dregs  of 
popular  language,  are  often  exceedingly  troublesome.  In  this  way 
we  may  have  distinct  mischief,  such  as  dropsy  following  close  on 
scarlatina,  forming,  as  it  were,  part  of  the  illness;  or  we  may  have 
broken  health  referable  to  an  attack  of  measles  that  occurred 
months  before.  Vaccination  gets  no  small  share  of  abuse  for  what 
it  is  accused  of  doing. 

When  we  are  aware  of  the  dangers  patients  run  from  these 
after-consequences,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  medical  man  to  watch  his 
patient  through  this  period — not  so  closely  as  to  give  rise  to  any 
possibility  of  his  motives  being'  misinterpreted — but  as  he  knows 
taken  ill  with  severe  malarial  remittent  fever.  He  is  alarmed  and 
the  danger,  which  the  patient  or  the  friends  may  not,  he  must  not, 
through  over-sensitiveness  on  his  part,  allow  his  patient  to  run  any 
risk,  or  allow  himself  to  be  charged  with  negligence  for  not  watch- 
ing and  foreseeing  the  advance  of  what  may  prove  to  be  serious 
mischief. 

The  next  point  of  similarity  is  the  tendency  exanthematous 
diseases  have  to  appear  as  epidemics.  Isolated  cases  of  greater  or 
less  severity  may  be  appearing  all  the  year  in  large  towns,  or  in  a 
given  area  of  country,  but  from  time  to  time  large  numbers  are 
stricken  down  together,  and  the  exanthem,  whatever  it  may  be,  that 
has  assumed  the  epidemic  form,  becomes  the  prevailing  disease,  and 
if  severe  may  largely  increase  the  death-rate  of  the  district  for  the 
year. 

Even  the  history  of  exanthematous  diseases  furnishes  a  point 
of  resemblance.  They  are  not  unfrequently  said  to  have  made 
their  first  appearance  in  comparatively  recent  times.  Thus  the  late 
Dr.  George  Gregory  says:  "All  the  exanthemata  have  sprung  up 
since  the  commencement  of  the  sixth  century,"  he,  along  with  oth- 
ers, assuming  that,  because  we  have  no  accurate  description  or  au- 
thentic records,  these  diseases  had  not  been  seen  before,  or  because 
in  the  history  of  some  epidemic,  as  related  by  non-medical  histo- 
rians, we  fail  to  identify  the  cases  spoken  of  with  some  di  seases 
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with  which  we  are  now  familiar,  they  must  be  different — to  my 
mind  a  very  unwarrantable  conclusion. 

On  the  other  hand,  Dr.  Richardson,  from  the  description  that 
has  been  handed  down  to  us  of  the  plague  of  Athens,  as  told  by 
Thucydides,  has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  this  was  a  terrible 
visitation  of  malignant  scarlet  fever.  Dr.  Francis  Adams,  the  edi- 
tor of  the  works  of  Hippocrates,  takes  a  different  view.  He  thinks 
that  the  pestilence  which  prevailed  during  the  Peloponnesian  war 
partook  of  the  nature  of  glandular  plague,  reminding  us  at  the  same 
time,  as  a  difficulty  in  the  way  of  this  opinion,  that  Thucydides  does 
not  mention  the  presence  of  buboes,  but  that  he  was  not  a  medical 
man,  and  that  his  description  was  of  a  general  character.  I  cannot 
but  think  that  this  omission  is  nevertheless  fatal  to  Dr.  Adams's 
belief. 

This  scourge  has  also  been  supposed  to  have  been  epidemic  small- 
pox— about  as  unlikely  as  to  have  been  the  plague.  These  conflict- 
ing opinions  serve  to  show  us  the  obscurity  that  hangs  about  the 
early  history  of  the  exanthemata,  and  the  folly  of  fixing  their  first 
appearance  in  any  given  year. 

I  think  Dr.  Richardson  takes  the  correct  view  that  diseases 
maintain  the  integrity  of  their  type,  and  believe  that,  if  the  distinc- 
tions of  diseases  were  as  well  understood  formerly  as  now,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  knowing;  what  each  epidemic  plague  was. 

In  some  cases  the  descriptions  of  the  old  historians  are  suffici- 
ently accurate  to  enable  us  to  arrive  at  a  tolerably  correct  conclusion. 
Thus  we  may  say  that  the  Black  Death  of  Edward  the  Third's 
reign  was  malignant  typhus,  and  not  object  to  the  opinion  of  others 
who  recognize  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  in  the  writings  of  Proco- 
pius,  who  flourished  about  a.  d.  500,  in  the  time  of  Belisarius  and 
Justinian. 

When  we  remember  that  great  medical  writers  come  few  and 
far  between,  and  that  even  these  great  men  may  not  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  some  of  the  diseases  with  which  we  are  fa- 
miliar, and  when  we  know  how  they  confounded  some  of  them  to- 
gether that  appear  to  us  perfectly  distinct,  we  can  readily  see  why 
it  is  that  history  fails  us. 

We  must  come  to  recent  times  to  have  diseases  distinctly  de- 
fined. Sydenham  was  the  first  to  separate  measles  from  small-pox, 
but  twenty  years  later  than  his  time  Morton  considers  that  measles 
and  scarlatina  are  the  products  of  the  same  miasm.  As  late  as  1779 
Withering  speaks  of  measles  as  being  nearly  allied  to  scarlatina. 

The  varieties  of  scarlatina  were  not  recognized  as  forming  one 
and  the  same  disease  as  late  as  Cullen's  "Nosology,"  published  in 
1792;  but  the  following  year,  1793,  Withering  pointed  out  the 
identity  of  scarlatina  anginosa  and  scarlatina  gangrenosa. 

12 
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It  is  within  our  own  memory  that  typhus  and  enteric  fever 
have  been  separated,  and  even  yet  there  may  be  some  points  to  be 
cleared  up  as  to  the  fever  spoken  of  as  continued  fever.  And  some 
may  still  think  there  is  a  connection  between  croup  and  diphtheria, 
though  I  dare  say  the  majority  of  medical  men  will  be  of  opinion 
that  they  are  well  denned  and  separate  diseases,  an  opinion  in  which 
I  concur.* 

With  all  this  uncertainty  on  some  points  about  which  we  might 
have  expected  less  difficulty,  we  cannot  but  be  struck  by  the  clear- 
ness of  description  that  characterizes  some  of  the  old  writers.  Some 
of  the  cases  of  fever  described  by  Hippocrates  are  singularly  graph- 
ic. The  sweats,  the  enlarged  spleen,  the  mortality  among  puerper- 
al women,  the  crisis,  and  other  features  are  more  or  less  familiar  to 
us,  and  we  can  readily  believe  that  in  parts  of  Greece  we  might  find 
similar  cases  at  the  present  day. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  he  speaks  of  many  who  had  their 
mouths  affected  with  aphthous  ulcerations;  defluxions  about  the 
genital  parts,  ulcerations,  boils  externally  and  internally  about  the 
groins,  watery  ophthalmics  of  a  chronic  character  with  pains,  fungus 
excrescence  of  the  eyelids  externally  and  internally,  called  fici,  which 
destroyed  the  sight  of  many  persons;  fungus  growths,  ulcers,  car- 
buncles, "other  affections  which  »are  called  the  putrefactions,"  also 
"large  ecthymata"  and  "large  tetters,"  there  are  doubts  as  to  what 
diseases  are  intended,  and  I  think  it  probable  that  some  exanthema- 
tous  diseases  are  spoken  of,  the  identity  of  which  this  famous  physi- 
cian had  failed  to  recognise. 

As  most  medical  men  have  seen  very  severe  as  well  as  very 
mild  cases  of  the  same  disease,  so  epidemics  have  varied  greatly  at 
different  periods.  At  one  time  a  disease  is  so  mild  as  to  create  no 
anxiety,  at  another  it  has  assumed  a  form  of  intense  malignity.  This 
has  been  especially  the  case  with  scarlatina,  of  which  disease  Syden- 
ham gives  but  a  brief  account.  He  had  not  seen  it  in  its  severe 
form.  Other  writers,  however,  have  told  the  rapidity  with  which 
death  has  taken  place,  of  many  children  of  a  family  being  swept  off, 
and  of  the  severity  of  the  symptoms  as  shown  by  the  putridity  and 
the  character  of  the  discharges-! 


♦This  point  is  well  taken.  ,  Is  seems  strange  that  German  pathologists,  of 
all  others,  should  confound  two  diseases  so  clearly  distinct  as  these  are.— 'Ed- 
itor. 

\  A  medical  man  whom  I  met  in  consultation  in  Boulogne  a  few  years 
ago  told  me  that  they  never  had  severe  scarlatina  there.  All  the  cases  were 
mild.  I  have  no  doubt  he  spoke  only  of  what  came  under  his  own  observa- 
tion during  a  period  of  a  few  years. 
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I  \  Measles  as  seen  in  our  day  is  more  dreaded  on  account  of  the 
possibility  of  chest  complication  than  from  its  character  as  an  erup- 
tive fever;  but  measles  has  assumed  a  more  severe  form,  as  the  re- 
cent epidemic  in  the  Fiji  Islands  reminds  us.* 

It  is,  however,  generally  true  of  the  exanthemata  that  they  have 
usually  visited  the  aborigines  of  different  countries  with  great  sever- 
ity. This  varying  character  must  have  operated  with  our  predeces- 
sors, and  may  have  frequently  prevented  their  recognising  a  disease 
that  at  one  time  of  its  appearance  had  shown  itself  with  a  suppres- 
sion of  some  of  its  chief  symptoms,  and  at  another  with  those  symp- 
toms developed  in  their  fullest  intensity,  and  they. would  naturally 
maintain  that  such  diseases  must  be  separate  and  distinct,f  until  long 
and  careful  study,  as  in  the  case  of  Withering  (who  devoted  fifteen 
years  to  the  inquiry),  enabled  them  to  arrive  at  a  right  conclusion. 

Many  speak  of  cholera  and  diphtheria  as  comparatively  mod- 
ern. I  believe  this  arises  from  the  want  of  an  historian  in  former 
days.  The  account  of  the  cholera  as  given  by  Sydenham  reads 
wonderfully  like  what  we  know  as  cholera  at  the  present  day.  The 
addition  or  intensification  of  a  few  symptoms  would  make  the  cases 
similiar  to  Asiatic  cholera,  so  that  it  requires  no  great  stretch  of  the 
imagination  to  believe  that  the  severer  form  may  not  have  been  a 
stranger  to  this  island  till  1831.'  The  aphthous  mouth  of  Hippo- 
crates and  some  of  the  sore  throats  of  past  days  in  all  likelihood  had 
a  diphtheritic  character. 

I  think  we  may  safely  conclude  that  all  our  modern  eruptive 
fevers,  as  well  as  other  fevers,  are  but  reproductions  of  what  have 
been  before,  that  they  have  appeared  at  different  times  in  varying 
degrees  of  severity,  and  that  the  date  of  their  first  appearance  is  un- , 
known.  It  may  be  that  some  of  them  arose  during  the  time  of  the 
wanderings  of  the  children  of  Israel  in  the  wilderness,  or  at  some 
other  period  in  their  history,  when  their  sins  were  followed  by  the 
visitation  of  a  "plague." 

Whatever  the  immediate  cause  that  made  the  words  "the  plague 
has  begun"  history,  these  diseases  followed  as  a  natural  sequence,  to 
that  act  of  which  Milton  writes,  when  he  tells, 

"Of  man's  first  disobedience,  and  the  fruit 
Of  that  forbidden  tree,  whose  mortal  taste 
Brought  death  into  the  world,  and  all  our  woe." 

*  Even  this  week  (April  26,  1876)  we  read  of  59  deaths  from  measles  in 
London— a  very  large  death-rate  for  a  disease  that  we  speak  of  as  much  less 
fatal  than  scarlatina. 

f  Bateman  considers  the  second  edition  of  Withering's  book  in  1793  as 
the  starting-point  for  the  recognition  of  the  different  forms  of  scarlet  fever. 
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HOMEOPATHY,* 


BY  A.  T.  SPKER,  M.  D.,  NEWARK,  OHIO. 


The  subject  that  I  have  chosen  for  my  paper  to-day  is  one  that 
has  occupied  my  thoughts  for  a  long  time,  and  to  it  I  ask  your  earn- 
est attention. 

I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  position  in  which  it  may  place  me, 
nor  of  the  bitter  feelings  that  may  be  engendered  thereby ;  but  hav- 
ing in  mind  the  one  object  that  should  be  the  aim  of  the  physician, 
viz.,  the  curing  of  disease,  I  announce  my  subject,  the  homoeopathic 
doctrine  of  similia  similibus  curantur.  I  will  not  weary  ^ou  by 
mentioning  the  numerous  theories  that  have  from  time  to  time  been 
advanced  to  explain  the  actions  of  medicines  upon  the  system,  each 
one  being  accepted  for  a  time  by  a  greater  or  less  number  of  the 
profession  as  a  satisfactory  explanation,  only  to  be  superseded  by 
some  later  theory,  until  to-day  we  are  almost  as  ignorant  of  the 
action  of  medicine  upon  disease  as  we  were  one  hundred  years  ago. 
In  1797  Hahnemann  announced  the  principle  which  has  made  him 
famous.  Although  it  has  been  received  with  derision  by  a  vast  ma- 
jority of  the  medical  world,  it  has  steadily  progressed  in  favor,  over- 
coming obstacle  after  obstacle,  until  to-day '  the  system  of  medicine 
founded  upon  it  numbers  among  its  patrons  and  steadfast  friends  a 
large  proportion  of  the  more  intelligent  and  cultured  people  of  each 
community.  It  is  recognized  in  some  of  our  universities.  Our 
State  Boards  of  Health  are  in  part  composed  of  homceopathists. 
Some  of  our  State  institutions  are  controlled  by  them,  and  in  a  late 
number  of  The  Medical  Record  it  is  announced  that  the  Bingham- 
ton  Asylum  for  the  Insane  has  been  placed  under  the  medical  charge 
of  a  homoeopathist.  This  is  the  second  asylum  for  the  insane  in  the 
State  of  New  York  under  homoeopathic  control.  Consultation  with 
homceopathists  has  been  advocated  by  such  men  as  Jonathan  Hutch- 
inson and  John  Tyer  Bristow.  With  such  facts  staring  us  in  the 
face,  it  becomes  our  duty,  as  honest  practitioners  of  the  healing  art, 
to  investigate,  calmly  and  thoroughly,  the  claims  of  homoeopathy, 
and  if  we  find  that  it  teaches  the  use  of  any  remedies  which,  used 

*  Read  before  the  Licking  County  Medical  Society  (allopathic),  b*  A.  T 
Speer,  M.  D.,  President,  January  3,  1882.— (Medical  Record) 
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according  to  this  system,  are  more  successful  in  the  cure  of  disease 
than  those  remedies  we  have  been  taught  to  prescribe,  we  are  bound 
by  honor,  duty,  to  say  nothing  of  self-interest,  to  use  them.  The 
subject  is  too  vast  to  be  considered  in  a  single  paper.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, select  two  medicinal  substances,  viz.,  Aconite  and  Mercury,  and 
shall  try  to  prove,  by  our  own  standard  authorities,  that  when  we 
are  successful  in  treating  diseases  with  them,  it  is  in  accordance  with 
the  homoeopathic  doctrine,  and  although  all  sorts  of  explanations 
are  advanced  as  to  their  modus  operandi^  the  plain  simple  fact  is, 
that  Hahnemann  gave  the  symptoms  and  treatment  years  ago  that 
Professors  Bartholow  and  Ringer  now  emphasize. 

Are  we  better  qualified  to-day,  so  far  as  having  a  definite 
knowledge  why  we  use  certain  drugs,  in  curing  disease  than  we 
were  fifty  years  ago  ? 

Will  any  gentleman  present  explain  to  me  why  he  uses  Mer- 
cury in  any  disease?  Have  we  really  made  any  progress  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  except  what  has  been  forced  upon  us  by  those 
whom  we  regard  as  irregular  practitioners  ? 

These  are  serious  questions  and  should  command  our  earnest  at- 
tention. But  I  have  digressed,  and  will  now  resume  my  subject. 
First,  Aconite.  It  is  only  within  the  last  few  years  that  this  drug 
has  been  used  to  any  extent  by  the  regular  profession.  Ringer 
says,  "Therapeutics,"  6th  edition:  "Perhaps  no  drug  is  more  valu- 
able than  Aconite."  I  will  ask  your  attention  to  a  few  of  the  many 
uses  which  he  gives  for  this  remedy.  He  says,  "the  power  of  Acon- 
ite to  control  inflammation  and  subdue  the  accompanying  fever  is  « 
remarkable.  It  will  sometimes  cut  short  an  inflammation.  Though 
it  will  not  remove  the  products  of  inflammation,  yet  by  controlling 
inflammation,  aconite  will  prevent  their  formation,  so  saving  the 
tissues  from  further  injury.  The  results  of  aconite  are  most  appar- 
ent when  the  inflammation  is  not  extensive,  or  not  very  severe,  as  in 
the  catarrh  of  children,  in  tonsillitis,  or  in  acute  sore  throat.  In 
these  comparatively  mild  diseases,  especially  if  the  aconite  is  given 
at  the  earliest  stage,  when  the  chill  is  still  on  the  patient,  the  dry, 
hot,  and  burning  skin  becomes  in  a  few  hours  comfortably  moist, 
and  then  in  a  little  while  is  bathed  in  profuse  perspiration.  With 
the  sweating  comes  speedy  relief  from  many  of  the  distressing  sens- 
ations— as  restlessness,  chilliness,  heat  and  dryness  of  the  skin,  ach- 
ing pains  and  stiffness ;  the  quickened  pulse  simultaneously  becomes 
far  less  frequent,  and  in  a  period  varying  from  twent-four  to  forty- 
eight  hours,  both  pulse  and  temperature  reach  their  natural  state.  If 
caught  at  the  commencement,  a  quinsy  or  sore  throat  rarely  fails  to 
succumb  in  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours.  If  administered  early 
enough,  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  drug  soon  become  strikingly 
apparent.  Thus  large,  livid,  red,  glazed,  and  dry  tonsils,  will,  in 
twenty-four  hours,  present  the  aspect  indicative  of  the  subsidence  of 
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the  acute  stage  of  the  inflammation,  the  disappearance  of  the  swell- 
ing with  much  redness,  whilst  the  membrane  becomes  moist  and 
bathed  with  mucous  or  pus.  Its  effects  on  catarrhal  croup,  or,  as  it 
is  sometimes  called,  spasmodic  laryngitis,  are  just  as  conspicuous.  It 
removes  the  urgent  dyspnoea  in  a  few  hours,  and  shortly  afterward 
subdues  the  fever,  and  almost  extinguishes,  in  a  few  hours,  an  attack 
lasting  usually  three  or  four  days.  Aconite  is  equally  serviceable  in 
severe  colds,  with  much  chilliness,  great  aching  of  the  limbs,  a  hot 
dry  skin,  and  quick  pulse.  To  those  who  may  not  have  tried  it, 
these  visible  effects  on  inflamed  tonsils,  etc.,  may  seem  exagger- 
ations, but  any  one  who  will  employ  the  aconite  in  the  way  we  are 
about  to  point  out,  can  verify  my  statements.  In  pneumonia,  pleur- 
isy, and  the  graver  inflammations,  the  effects  of  this  valuable  drug, 
though  not  so  rapid,  are  often  manifest  in  pericarditis  accompanied 
with  violent  throbbing  and  extreme  pain.  Aconite  will  speedily 
quiet  the  undue  action,  and  so  relieve  the  pain." 

He  says:  "The  method  of  employing  the  drug  has  much  to  do 
with  its  efficacy.  It  should  be  given  without  delay  at  the  very  on- 
set of  the  disease,  every  hour  being  important.  Half  a  drop  or  a 
drop  of  the  tincture  in  a  teaspoonful  of  water  should  be  given  every 
ten  minutes  or  quarter  of  an  hour  for  two  hours,  and  afterward 
hourly,  but  if  there  is  much  prostration,  with  feeble  and  weak  pulse, 
a  still  smaller  dose." 

After  mentioning  a  number  of  acute  affections  over  which 
aconite  exerts  a  marked  influence,  he  says :  "Aconite  proves  useless 
in  certain  epidemics  of  febrile  inflammatory  sore  throat.  These 
cases  are  met  with  chiefly  during  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever. 
The  throat  is  much  swollen,of  a  very  dusky  red  color,  and  the  pulse 
is  very  frequent  and  very  weak.  There  is  great  prostration, and  the 
symptoms  are  of  a  marked  typhoid  character.  Here  stimulants, 
with  the  application  of  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  do 
most  good." 

If  Dr.  Ringer  had  investigated  this  condition  more  carefully,  he 
would  have  found  that  Belladonna  produces  just  as  remarkable  re- 
sults in  this  as  Aconite  in  the  other  variety  of  sore  throat. 

Professor  Bartholow  says:  "The  monopoly  by  homeopathic 
practitioners  of  the  use  of  aconite  has  aroused  a  prejudice  against  it 
which  has  discouraged  its  employment.  Aconite  is  however  an  an- 
tagonist to  the  fever  process.  It  is  not  applicable  in  accordance 
with  the  so-called  law  of  similars.  It  is  used  by  these  quacks  be- 
cause it  is  a  powerful  agent,  which  will  produce  manifest  effects  in 
small  doses  that  may  easily  be  disguised."  He  advises  its  use  in  the 
same  class  of  cases  as  Ringer,  and  in  the  same  doses  only  at  longer 
intervals.  Dr.  Bartholow  recognizes  the  condition  of  inflammation 
when  the  parts  are  a  dusky  red,  and  circulation  languid,  and  there 
advises  belladonna. 
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According  to  homoeopathic  authorities,  "the  grand  sphere  for 
aconite  is  found  in  all  diseases  that  emanate  from,  or  have  their 
starting-point  in,  the  cerebro- spinal  nervous  system,  and  are  of  a 
congestive,  inflammatory,  or  rheumatic  character,  with  full,  bound- 
ing pulse,  much  heat,  dry,  burning  skin,  agonized  tossing  about, 
violent  thirst,  red  face,  shortness  of  breath,  and  great  nervous  ex- 
citability." Vide  Burt's  "Characteristic  Materia  Medica,"  1873, 
Art.  Aconite. 

"Mercury,"  Professor  Bartholow  says,  "has  a  selective  action 
on  the  lymphatic  glandular  system,  and  notably  on  the  salivary 
glands  and  pancreas.  Among  the  earlier  symptoms  of  the  action  of 
mercury  are  an  increase  of  the  salivary  secretion,  an  alteration  of  its 
quality,  fetor  of  the  breath,  swollen  tongue,  swelling  of  the  parotid, 
sublingual  and  submaxillary  glands,  etc."  In  the  "Therapy"  he 
says:  "The  acute  glandular  affections  of  the  throat  and  neck,  ton- 
sillitis, parotitis,  inflammation  of  the  submaxillary  and  sublingual 
glands,  are  often  speedily  removed  by  mercurial  preparations.  One- 
twentieth  of  a  grain  of  calomel,  the  one-fifth  of  a  grain  of  mer- 
cury and  chalk  may  be  given  every  two  hours."  Now,  how  are 
we  to  know  from  the  above  description  in  what  form  of  tonsillitis, 
parotitis,  etc.,  to  use  the  mercurials?  The  rule  is  a  simple  one: 
where  you  find  the  symptoms  presented  resembling  those  observed 
from  the  effect  of  mercury,  you  may  be  assured  that  the  frequent 
administration  of  minute  doses  of  mercury  will  be  attended  with  the 
happiest  results. 

Ringer  says:  "Small  doses  of  mercury  yield  excellent  results 
in  a  form  of  diarrhoea  common  in  children."    The  child's  health  is 
bad,  the  digestion  is  imperfect,  generally  with  annoying  flatulent 
distention,  and  three  or  four  pale,  clayey,  pasty,  stinking  motions 
are  passed  in  a  day.    A  single  grain  of  bichloride  of  mercury  dis- 
solved in  half  a  pint  of  water,  and  a  teaspoonful  of  this  solution 
given  each  hour,  or,  still  better,  one-third  of  a  gray  powder  every 
hour  or  two  hours,  will  in  one  or  two  days  limit  the  number  of 
stools,  and  restore  their  natural  bilious  color,  even  though  they  have 
been  clay-colored  for  weeks.    The  same  week  bichloride  of  mer- 
cury solution  of  a  single  grain  in  ten  ounces  of  water,  in  doses  of  a 
teaspoonful,  is  very  efficient  in  another  serious  form  of  diarrhoea 
common  in  children.    The  characteristics  of  this  form  are  very 
slimy  stools,  especially  if  mixed  with  blood,  and  accompanied  by 
pain  and  straining.    The  salient  indication  for  employing  the  bichlo- 
ide  is  the  slimy  character  of  the  motions;  sometimes  the  slime  is 
described  by  the  mother  as  'lumps  of  flesh.'    This  affection  may  be 
acute  or  it  may  be  chronic,  and  last  for  months;  but  in  either  case 
the  bichoride  cures  with  remarkable  speed  and  certainty.    A  similar 
treatment  relieves  the  dysentery,  acute  or  chronic,  of  adults,  pro- 
vided the  stools  ure  slimy  and  bloody.    One-hundredth  of  a  grain 
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of  the  bichloride,  given  hourly  or  every  two  hours,  according  to  the 
severity  of  the  case,  is  generally  sufficient,  rarely  failing  to  free  the 
stools  from  blood  and  slime,  although,  in  some  cases  a  diarrhoea  of 
a  different  character  may  continue  for  a  short  time  longer,  requiring, 
perhaps,  other  treatment  to  control  it.  One-sixth  of  a  grain  of 
gray  powder  given  hourly  is  of  great  gervice  in  infantile  cholera, 
characterized  by  incessant  sickness,  with  profuse  and  almost  con- 
tinuous diarrhoea,  very  offensive  and  copious  motions,  watery,  al- 
most colorless,  or  ot  a  dirty,  muddy  aspect.  Under  this  treatment, 
the  vomiting  generally  soon  ceases,  and  the  diarrhoea  shortly  after- 
ward. Mercury,  as  we  have  seen,  proves  very  servicable  in  most 
forms  of  infantile  diarrhoea,  both  acute  and  chronic.  I  have  en- 
deavored to  point  out  categorically  the  circumstances  when  one 
mercurial  preparation  is  preferable  to  another.  It  may  be  urged 
that  as  in  both  severe,  acute,  and  chronic  diarrhoea  the  same  patho- 
logical conditions  are  found,  that  the  same  form  of  mercury  suitable 
for  one  case  would  equally  benefit  another.  But  though  the  patho- 
logical state  is  held  to  be  identical,  still  some  hitherto  undetected 
differences  there  must  be,  either  in  the  nature  of  the  disease  itself 
or  of  the  part  it  affects,  for  surely  it  requires  a  different  pathological 
condition  to  produce  in  one  case  slimy  stools,  in  another  water,  and 
in  another  green,  curdy  stools.  These  differences  displayed  in  the 
symptoms,  though  at  present  not  discriminated  pathologically,  re- 
quire somewhat  different  treatment.  Hence,  though  in  each  kind  of 
diarrhoea  all  forms  of  mercury  are  useful,  it  is  found  that  in  some 
cases  bichloride  of  mercury  is  greatly  to  be  preferred,  and  in  other 
cases  gray  powder."  • 

Now,  gentlemen,  after  the  statement  of  Professor  Ringer,  that 
in  one  form  of  diarrhoea  bichloride  of  mercury  acts  more  satisfac-  • 
torily,  and  in  another  form  gray  powder,  where  shall  we  go  to  ob- 
tain some  explanation  or  reason  for  this?  Have  we  an  author  who 
will  point  it  out  to  us?  If  we  have  I  have  failed  to  find  him.  On 
the  contrary,  the  more  I  studied  the  matter,  the  greater  was  my 
eonfusion,  until  I  sought  in  homoeopathic  works  for  a  solution,  and 
then  I  found  it  clear  and  simple ;  and  I  may  say  that  the  indications 
for  the  use  of  the  different  mercurial  preparations,  as  pointed  out 
by  the  earlier  homoeopathic  writers,  are  those  by  which  they  are  now 
governed  in  practice.  We  adopt  the  treatment  empirically,  and  are 
in  a  measure  successful;  but  not  recognizing  the  law  by  which  it  is 
administered,  we  use  the  remedy  at  a  great  disadvantage. 

There  are  two  things  in  homoeopathy  that  at  once  antagonize 
the  regular  physician.  The  similia  principle,  and  the  size  of  the 
dose  administered;  and  the  feeling  is  so  bitter,  that  scarcely  a 
physician  can  be  found  who  will  make  the  least  investigation  of  it. 
The  principle  of  similia,  etc.,  no  matter  how  much  we  may  deny  it, 
is  still  the  only  one  by  which  we  can  explain  the  action  of  many  of 
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our  most  potent  remedies.  Second,  in  administering  drugs,  we  aim 
to  give  just  enough  to  prove  curative  in  the  disease  we  are  treating. 
No  school  of  medicine,  I  believe,  attempts  to  do  more.  Homaepa- 
thists  claim  that  their  method  of  preparing  drugs  is  superior  to  ours 
and  that  they  can  obtain  the  some  results  with  much  smaller  doses. 
Dr.Marcy  ("Homoeopathic  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,"  page 
119, 1850),  writing  on  this  subject,  says :  "The  advantages  which 
we  obtain  from  a  minute  subdivision  of  crude  substances  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

"First. — We  develope  every  part  of  the  active  principle  per- 
taining to  the  substance  by  breaking  up  all  natural  organization  or 
arrangement  between  its  molecules,  and  thus  exposing  a  large 
amount  of  active  surface  which  would  otherwise  have  remained 
latent. 

"Second. — By  distributing  these  molecule  intimately  through- 
out an  inert  vehicle  (sugar  or  water),  they  are  far  more  readily  ab- 
sorbed by  the  delicate  lacteals  and  absorbents  than  coarse  and  irritat- 
ing particles  of  matter. 

"Third. — When  these  minute  atoms  have  been  conveyed  by 
the  blood  to  those  parts  with  which  they  have  an  affinity,  they  pen- 
etrate the  smallest  vessels,  impress  the  minutest  sentient  nerves, 
and  become  productive  of  results  entirely  unattainable  by  drugs  in  a 
crude  form. 

"Fourth.— During  the  act  of  subdivision,  it  is  not  improbable 
that  the  atoms  of  drugs  sometimes  become  oxidized,  and  thus  ac- 
quire new  and  increased  powers. 

"Finally. — We  infer  that  no  new  properties  are  developed  by 
the  homoeopathic  method  of  preparing  drugs,  except  such  as  arise 
from  a  mere  subdivision  of  their  particles,  and  that  all  ideas  repre- 
senting spiritualization,  dynamization^  and  magnetism  in  the  prep- 
aration of  medicines  are  erroneous  and  untenable.  In  regard  to  the 
repetition  of  doses,  we  are  to  be  guided  by  the  acute  or  chronic 
nature  of  the  malady,  the  ugency  and  danger  of  the  symptoms,  and 
the  effects  produced  by  the  medicine." 

Dr.  H.  G.  Piffard,  Professor  of  Dermatology,  University  of 
New  York,  in  his  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  of  the  Skin" 
(article  Mercury),  says :  "Since  we  have  used  the  triturations,  how- 
ever in  preference  to  the  ordinary  pills,  patients  more  rarely  com- 
plains of  disagreeable  sensations.  We  have  further  been  enabled 
to  materially  reduce  the  size  of  the  dose  in  order  to  obtain  the  de- 
sired effect.  In  other  words  a  larger  portion  of  the  drug  is  utilized 
for  specific  purposes,  while  but  a  small  amount  remains  to  give  rise 
to  local  irritation?  "I  have  nothing  to  add  to  this  (he  says),  ex- 
cept that  I  continue  to  use  triturations  of  mercury  and  other  sub- 
stances with  increasing  satisfaction." 
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Dr.  Piffard  began  with  the  first  and  second  triturations;  how 
much  higher  he  goes  he  does  not  say.. 

These  are  all  the  drugs  to  which  I  shall  allude  in  this  paper. 
.  Of  my  own  personal  experience  in  the  use  of  them  I  shall  say  noth- 
ing. My  only  wish  is  that  we  may  investigate  the  subject  carefully 
and  wisely,  and  if  we  find  that  the  principle  of  "similia  similibus 
curantur,"  even  to  a  limited  extent,  is  correct,  it  is  our  duty  at  once 
to  admit  it.  And  if  the  administration  of  drugs  in  minute  doses,  in 
the  form  of  dilutions  and  triturations,  is  more  beneficial  than  when 
given  in  the  usual  form  and  way,  we  should  at  once  acknowledge 
it;  and  not  only  that,  we  should  make  good  use  of  them,  so  far  as 
they  may  go,  in  treating  those  who  may  be  placed  in  our  care. 

To  alleviate  the  pain  and  distress  of  the  sick  in  the  easiest  and 
pleasantest  manner  possible,  ought  to  be  the  constant  study  of  the 
physician,  and  the  simple  excuse  for  not  investigating  this  subject, 
that  so  much  prejudice  has  been  aroused  by  it,  is  unworthy  the  dig- 
nity of  the  medical  profession.  In  conclusion  I  wish  it  distinctly 
understood  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  recognition  of  homoeopathy  as 
practised  by  most  of  its  advocates;  but  that  there  is  good  in  it  I  am 
firmly  convinced,  and  I  again  repeat  that  it  is  our  duty  as  physicians 
to  thouroughly  investigate  it,  and  if  we  find  it  is  to  be  preferred  to 
the  recognized  mode  of  treatment,  there  is  but  one  course  left  for  us, 
and  that  is  to  assign  it  its  proper  place  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 


ARE  THERE  SCHOOLS  OF  MEDICINE  ?* 

Dr.  Maurice  Raynaud,  in  his  address  prepared  for,  and  read  in, 
the  International  Congress  at  London  expressed  a  doubt  in  regard 
to  the  disappearance  of  all  tendency  to  the  maintenance,  in  our  day, 
of  medical  systems.  We  may  accept  the  designation  of  one  at  least 
of  those  which  he  named,  physiological  medicine;  and  add  two 
others  as  now  extant — clinical  empiricism  and  expectancy,  or  thera- 
peutic nihilism. 

But  the  question  appears,  in  some  quarters,  to  have  taken  a 
still  wider  range.  All  are  now  familiar  with  the  action  of  Dr. 
Quain,  and  the  later  utterances  of  Dr.  Bristowe  and  Mr.  Jonathan 
Hutchinson,  in  reference  to  consultations  with  those  who  proclaim 
themselves  as  belonging  to  a  school  hitherto  not  at  all  recognized 
by  the  regular  profession.  These  gentlemen  do  not,  as  we  under- 
stand them,  propose  exactly  to  admit  the  legitimacy  of  homoeo- 
pathy. But  the  question  presses:  What  can  be  the  logical  and 
ethical  basis  of  such  consultations,  in  the  absence  of  this  recogni- 
tion? 

Let  us  suppose  a  case.  A  gentleman  occupying  a  good  social 
position,  and  usually  attended  by  a  homoeopathic  practitioner,  is 

•From  letter  to  editor  Medical  Record. 
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taken  ill  with  severe  malarial  remittent  fever.  He  is  alarmed  and 
asks  for  a  consultation  with  Dr.  Pimento  or  Dr.  Corundum.  These 
gentlemen  declining,  Professor  Janus  is  prevailed  upon,  by  motives 
of  humanity  and  regard  for  an  Influential  patient,  to  attend.  Such 
a  sequence  as  the  following  may  occur.  They  make  together  their 
visit  to  the  room  of  the  patient;  all  inquiries  and  examinations  are 
completed,  and  they  retire  to  the  library,  with  closed  doors. 

SCENE. 

Dr.  Lactin. — An  ill  man,  doctor,  is  he  not? 

Dr.  Janus. — Decidedly  so.  You  know  him  well,  I  suppose; 
constiution  sound,  I  hope?    Habits  good? 

Dr.  Lactin. — Pretty  fair.  No  more  champaigne  than  his 
neighbors,  I  believe.    Only  about  sixty  years  of  age. 

Dr.  Janus. — I  don't  like  that  crepitant  r&le.  It  complicates 
the  matter  badly.  What  have  you  been — has  he  been — ah,  excuse 
me ;  I  forgot,  for  a  moment,  your  position.  We  agree  in  the  diag- 
nosis, I  believe? 

Dr.  Lactin. — Entirely;  remittent,  with  pneumonia,  early 
stage,  right  lung,  Very  high  fever,  and  active  delirium;  106°  in 
the  axilla.    I  confess  I  don't  like  it,  doctor. 

Dr.  Janus. — Well,  what  are  you  going  to  do? 

Dr.  Lactin. — What  would  you  do? 

Dr.  Janus.-— Five  grains  of  quinine  every  two  hours,  doctor, 
for  four  doses;  dry  cups  to  the  right  side,  followed  by  a  large  poul- 
tice; and  then — 

Dr.  Lactin. — The  poultice,  well.  But  do  you  suppose  it  pos- 
sible that  a  disciple  of  the  immortal  Hahnemann  can  give  an  unat- 
tenuated  grain  of  quinine,  even  to  an  elephant  or  a  whale. 

Dr.  Janus. — Why  no,  sir.  I  beg*  your  pardon,  sir.  Of 
course  not.  You  must  be  consistent ;  I  honor  your  consistency. 
You  will  do  just  exactly  what  you  please.  Will  he  leave  a  large 
estate? 

Dr.  Lactin. — Two  millions,  they  say.  A  large  family,  how- 
ever, besides  the  wid — I  should  say  the  wife. 

Dr.  Janus. — Well,  I  have  an  appointment  at  twelve;  I 
must  go. 

Dr.  Lactin. — I  will  ask  a  favor  of  you,  doctor.  I  am  great- 
ly obliged  for  this  consultation,  I  assure  you.  Will  be  glad  at  any 
time  to  reciprocate.  Please  do  me  the  further  kindness  to  commu- 
nicate your  prognosis  to  the  family,  will  you  ? 

Dr.  Janus. — Certainly;  with  much  pleasure. 

Dr.  Lactin. — And  also  our  agreement  in  diagnosis? 

Dr.  Janus. — Certainly. 

Dr.  Lactin. — I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you. 
{Exeunt,  shaking  hands  cordially,  and  going  down  stairs  together.) 
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Putting  this  into  sober  English,  it  appears  to  be  obvious  that 
the  only  common  ground  upon  which  a  regular  physician  can  stand 
with  a  homoeopath,  in  the  consideration  of  a  case  of  disease,  is  the 
province  of  diagnosis  and  prognostication.  Since  the  latter,  more- 
over, is  conditioned  in  part  upon  the  results  of  treatment,  diagnosis 
is  left  as  the  only  region  wherein  there  can  be  conceived  between 
them  any  rational  modus  vivendi. 

For  the  realization  of  this  in  practice  better  than  a  consulta- 
tion, as  not  like  that  involving  any  recognition  of  the  professional 
claims  of  the  homoepathic  attendant,  will  be,  in  every  instance,  a 
specially  arranged  visits  simply  for  diagnostic  examination  of  the 
case  by  the  consultant,  in  the  absence  of  the  practitioner  who  has  ' 
charge  of  the  treatment  of  the  case.  Even  this  will  be  repugnant 
to  most  members  of  the  profession ;  but  it  may  be  properly  open  for 
consideration  whether  this  much  might  not  be,  in  certain  instances 
at  least,  conceded  to  the  often  unreasoning  demands  of  the  public  at 
large.  O.  F.,  M.  D. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


POISONOUS  PLANTS* 


.fiTHUSA  CYNAPIUM. 


For  several  centuries  the  common  umbelliferous  weed  known 
under  the  common  name  of  "fool's  parsley,"  and  botanically  at 
sEthusa  cynapiuni)  has  been  an  object  of  suspicion  and  classed  by 
botanists  and  toxicologists  among  poisons.  But  now  Dr.  John 
Harley,  of  England,  comes  forward  and  presents  a  vindication  of 
this  plant,  which  he  calls  harmless  and  innocent.  In  the  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital  reports  he  relates  several  facts  to  corroborate  the 
truth  of  his  assertions.  Having  collected  the  plants  at  two  seasons 
of  the  year,  just  before  flowering  and  also  after  the  plants  had  set 
their  fruit,  he  expressed  the  juices  of  both  stem,  leaves  and  roots, 
and  preserved  the  extracts  by  the  addition  of  alcohol.  Being  thus 
provided  with  a  supply  of  material  which  supposably  represented 
the  active  principles  of  the  plant,  he  exhausted  his  supply  upon  four 
persons,  one  a  little  girl  six  years  old,  who  took  the  extracts  in 
quantities  ranging  from  two  drachms  to  two  ounces:  himself,  who 
took  them  in  quantities  ranging  from  two  to  four  ounces;  and  two 
other  adults,  who  were  the  subjects  of  spasmodic  torticollis.  These 
two  took  one  or  other  of  the  juices,  ranging  from  one  to  eight  fluid 
ounces.  Effects  were  carefully  looked  for,  but  none  followed  after 
any  one  of  the  doses. 

♦Scientific  American. 
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Dr.  Harley  feels  compelled  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  the  "fool's 
parsley"  of  Sussex,  Essex,  Kent,  Surrey,  and  Hertfordshire,  is  not 
only  absolutely  free  from  the  noxious  properties  ascribed  to  it,  but 
that  it  is  pleasant  to  the  taste,  sight,  and  smell,  and,  in  the  absence 
of  the  more  fragrant  and  succulent  herbs,  might  well  be  used  as  a 
pot-herb  or  salad.  Moreover,  he  asserts  that  his  conclusions  are  in- 
dependent both  of  locality  and  season,  the  only  influence  that  these 
conditions  have  on  "fool's  parsley,"  as  on  "hemlock"  ( Conium),  be- 
ing that  of  increasing  or  diminishing  its  succulency. 

Some  years  ago,  Dr.  Harley,  after  similar  experiments,  came 
to  the  same  conclusion  in  regard  to  the  alleged  poisonous  properties 
of  hemlock  (Coniutn  maculatutri).  This  weed,  although  for  all  ages 
it  has  been  esteemed  extremely  poisonous,  is  nevertheless  eaten  as  a 
pot-herb  by  northern  natives — especially  Russians* — although  the 
precaution  is  always  taken  to  boil  it  in  several  waters. 

The  poisonous  properties  found  in  many  plants,  however,  are 
quite  volatile,  and  are  readily  dissipated  by  certain  manipulations — 
especially  by  cooking.  Those  who  have  read  Linnaeus'  "Flora 
Lapponica"  must  be  familiar  with  the  author's  anecdote  of  the  old 
Northland  woman  whom  he  saw  picking  the  leaves  of  the  aconite 
(Aconitum  napellus).  Asking  her  what  she  was  going  to  do  with 
them,  she  answered  she  was  going  to  use  them  as  food.  He,  think- 
ing she  had  mistaken  the  plant  for  some  species  of  geranium, 
warned  her  against  its  very  poisonous  nature;  but  she,  smiling,  as- 
sured him  that  she  knew  what  she  was  about!  He  followed  her  to 
her  dwelling,  saw  her  boil  the  aconite  leaves  into  a  broth,  and  then, 
to  his  intense  horror,  observed  the  family  of  four  persons  sit  down 
and  partake  of  the  terrible  componnd.  But  the  great  botanist  is 
compelled  to  admit  that  not  one  of  the  persons  seemed  a  bit  the 
worse  for  their  strange  meal. 


S1LPHIUM  LACINIATUM. 


(Compass  Plant.) 


The  Scientific  American  says  that  the  last  number  of  Curtis's 
Botanical  Magazine  contains  the  following  interesting  account,  by 
Sir  J.  D.  Hooker,  of  the  compass  plant  (Silphtum  laciniatum)  of 
the  Western  prairies: 

This  noble  plant  was  introduced  (from  America)  into  Europe 
in  1781  by  M.  Thouin,  and  flowered  for  the  first  time  in  the  Botanic 
Garden  of  Upsala,  in  Sweden.  It  has  been  in  cultivation  in  Europe 
•▼•r  since,  though  its  name  and  fame  as  the  compass  plant  of  the 
prairies  are  of  comparatively  modern  date,  it  having  before  that 
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borne  the  popular  names  of  turpentine^  plant  and  rosin  weed,  except 
among  the  hunters  and  settlers  in  the  Western  States.  With  re- 
gard to  the  history  of  its  reputed  properties  as  an  indicator  of  the 
meridian  by  the  position  of  its  leaves,  I  am  fortunate  in  having  re- 
course to  my  friend,  Professor  Asa  Gray,  now  in  England,  who 
has  most  kindly  furnished  me  with  the  following  very  interesting 
account  of  this  matter: 

"The  first  announcement  of  the  tendency  of  the  leaves  of  the 
compass  plant  to  direct  their  edges  to  the  north  and  south  was  made 
by  General  (then  Lieutenant)  .Alvord,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  in  the 
year  1842,  and  again  in  1844,  in  communications  to  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science.  But  the  fact  appears 
to  have  been  long  familiar  to  the  hunters  who  traversed  the  prairies 
in  which  this  plant  abounds.  The  account  was  somewhat  discred- 
ited at  the  time,  by  the  observation  that  the  plants  cultivated  at  the 
Botanic  Garden  at  Cambridge,  U.  S.,  did  not  distinctly  exhibit  this 
tendency.  But  repeated  observations  upon  the  prairies,  with  meas- 
urements by  the  compass  of  the  directions  assumed  by  hundreds  of 
leaves,  especially  of  the  radical  ones,  have  shown  that,  as  to  pre- 
valent position,  the  popular  belief  has 'a  certain  foundation  in  fact. 
The  lines  in  "Evangeline"  (familiar  to  many  readers,  and  begin- 
ning— 

'Look  at  this  delicate  plant  that  lifts  its  head  from  the  meadow, 
See  how  its  leaves  are  turned  north  as  true  as  the  magnet,'  etc.) 

were  inspired  by  a  personal  communication  made  by  General  Al- 
vord to  the  poet  Longfellow.  Since  the  leaves  tend  to  assume  a 
position  in  which  the  two  faces  are  about  equally  illuminated  by  the 
sun,  it  might  be  suspected  that  their  anatomical  structure  was  con- 
formed to  this  position.  This  has  been  confirmed,  first  by  Mr. 
Edward  Burgess,  who,  when  a  pupil  of  mine,  observed  that  the 
stomata  were  about  equally  abundant  on  the  two  faces  of  the  leaf; 
and  next  by  Mr.  Arthur,  of  Iowa,  who  has  recently  published  in 
Prof.  Bessey's 'Introduction  to  Botany,' a  figure  of  a  section  of  a 
leaf  showing  that  the  arrangement  of  the  'palisade  cells'  of  the  upper 
and  lower  strata  is  nearly  the  same.  The  leaves  always  maintain  a 
vertical  position,  except  when  overborne  by  their  weight.  As  to 
their  orientation,  not  only  is  this  rather  vague  in  the  cultivated  plant, 
but  subject  to  one  singular  anomaly,  which  may  be  commended  to 
Mr.  Darwin's  attention.  I  have  several  times  met  with  a  leaf 
abruptly  and  permanently  twisted  to  a  right  angle  in  the  middle;  so 
that,  while  the  lobes  of  the  basal  half  pointed,  say,  east  and  west, 
those  of  the  apical  half  pointed  north  and  south. 

To  the  above  (says  Dr.  Hooker)  I  have  little  to  add.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  detect  any  orientation  of  the  leaves  in  the  Kew  cul- 
tivated specimens,  but  these  not  being  planted  in  a  good  exposure 
all  round,  are  out  ot  count  as  witnesses.    On  the  other  hand,  when 
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traversing  the  prairies  with  Dr.  Gray,  in  1877,  I  watched  the  leaves 
*of  many  hundred  plants  from  the  window  of  the  railway  car,  and 
after  some  time  persuaded  myself  that  the  younger,  more  erect 
leaves  especially,  had  their  faces  parallel  approximately  to  the  meri- 
dian line.  I  may  mention  that  I,  on  the  same  occasion,  convinced 
myself  that  the  flower  heads  of  various  of  the  great  helianthoid  com- 
positae  that  grew  in  hosts  on  the  prairie  did  follow  the  sun's  motion 
in  the  heavens  to  a  very  appreciable  degree — their  morning  and 
evening  positions  being  reversed.  This  observation  did  not,  how- 
ever, extend  to  the  compass  plant,  the  rigid  stout  peduncles  of  whose 
flower  heads  would  not  be  expected  to  favor  such  a  motion. 


Quacks  and  Religious  Papers  {Medical  Record). — In  a 
paper  on  the  subject  of  "Quackery,  Ancient  and  Modern,"  read  by 
Mr.  Nelson  Hardy  before  one  of  the  London  branches  of  the  Brit- 
ish Medical  Association,  the  following  proposition,  among  others, 
was  formulated :  "Quackery  most  readily  finds  its  victims  among 
the  highest  and  lowest  social  strata,  not  among  the  more  intelligent 
middle  classes ;  readily  also  among  religious  people;  hence,  certain 
quacks  always  advertise  largely  in  the  (so-called)  religious  periodi- 
cals." 

Mr.  Hardy  refers  in  the  abovj  to  the  advertisements,  not  of 
quack  nostrums,  but. of  quacks  themselves — persons  who  proclaim 
that  they  can  cure  "catarrh,"  or  consumption,  or  cancer,  or  the  vari- 
ous physical  aberrations  of  "erring,  but  noble  young  men."  The 
statement  made  that  these  persons  advertise  more,  proportionately, 
in  religious  journals  than  in  any  other  class,  is,  we  fear,  a  correct 
one,  both  for  this  country  and  England. 

If  it  is  a  fact,  it  is  one  that  deserves  attention  from  the  clergy 
and  the  religious  press.  There  is  nothing  criminal  or  wrong  in  a 
person's  being  imposed  upon  by  quacks;  and  it  may  even  be  to 
one's  credit  that  he  does  not  live  in  an  altitude  of  constant  sharpness 
and  suspicion.  The  mental  attitude  of  the  Christian,  whether  de- 
vout or  otherwise,  is,  as  a  rule,  one  of  confidence  and  faith  toward 
religious  teachers  and  writers,  and  all  connected  therewith.  He 
would  believe  the  professions  of  one  who  claimed  to  cure  consump- 
tion, if  made  in  his  religious  journal,  when  he  would  not  if  it  were 
seen  elsewhere.  Ought  the  religious  press  to  take  advantage  of  this 
fact? 

We  commend  to  the  Christian  public  Mr.  Hardy's  conclusion: 
that  religious  people  are,  through  the  agency  of  their  periodicals, 
the  most  imposed  upon  of  almost  all  classes. 


The  louder  the  Quack  the  longer  the  Bill. 
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W.  H.  TAYLOR,  M.  D.,  TERRA  HAUTE,  IND.,  EDITOR. 


ECZEMA  SQUAMOSUM. 


BY  J.  W.  DILL,  M.  D.,  PROVIDENCE,  INDIANA. 


Patient  John  C  ,  set.  28,  farmer,  general  health  poor,  nu- 
trition bad.  Had  been  for  eight  years  seriously  afflicted  with  squam- 
ous eczema.  The  whole  scalp  was  completely  covered  with  scales, 
varying  in  thickness  from  £  to  ^  of  an  inch.  Frequently,  there 
were  intense  burning  and  stinging  pains  attending  it.  He  was  much 
discouraged,  having  passed  through  the  hands  of  five  doctors,  of  the 
older  school,  and  received  no  benefit. 

Gave  him  Ars.  2x  trit,  in  grain  doses  thrice  daily  for  a  week. 
Reported  better.  Prescription  continued  another  week,  when  he 
reported  most  of  the  burning  and  stinging  gone  and  scales  being 
thrown  off.  Remedy  continued  to  the  end  of  month,  scalp  nearly 
clean. 

I  now  gave  30x — for  one  month.  Reported  burning,  stinging 
and  scales,  as  bad  as  at  the  beginning  of  treatment. 

Went  back  to  Ars.  2x,  for  a  month.  Now  we  found  a  clean 
scalp — healthy  in  appearance,  and  no  burning  or  stinging. 

No  more  treatment.  A  year  after,  a  small  spot  showed  a 
return  of  the  disease,  but  Ars.  2x —  soon  made  it  vanish. 

EDITORIAL  REMARKS. 

This  satisfactory  cure  of  an  obstinate  affection,  without  local 
application^  demonstrates  the  superiority  of  the  low  trituration  of 
Arsenicum  over  the  30th,  and  over  whatever  crude  dosing  and 
greasing  the  patient  had  suffered  at  the  hands  of  his  regular  ad- 
visers, n.  w.  t. 

■  '  ™  ■   ■     i  i    ■  — — i^— — — 

"DIGGING"  PAINS. 

A  few  weeks  ago  a  young  lady  consulted  me  on  account  of 
dreadful  "digging"  pains  near  pit  of  stomach,  caused  (she  affirmed) 
by  eating,  and  always  relieved  by  eating.  On  hunting  over  the 
cypher  repertory  I  found  this  with  its  aggravation  and  amelioration. 
Three  doses  of  Kali  carb,  5th  dec.  affected  a  cure  in  a  prompt,  (and 
I  have  reason  to  believe)  permanent  manner.  Chelidonium  maj. 
has  these  symptoms' also.  But  I  had  no  opportunity  to  try  it;  the 
Kali  carb  being  quite  sufficient.  J.  Edwards  Smith. 
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THEIR  FINGER  MARKS. 

**Dr.  Leech's  wants  in  regard  to  leucorrhoBa  (November  Ad- 
vance) might  be  met  by  Professor(?)  Taylor,  of  Crawfordsville, 
Indiana,  who  has  reduced  the  cure  of  Intermittent  fever  to  one  rem- 
edy. If  Professer(?)  Taylor  should  disappoint  him,  as  probably  he 
will,  and  as  Dr.  Leech  is  disgusted  with  Eggert's  royal  work — 
though  I  fear  he  has  not  carefully  read  the  introduction  to  that  work 
— and  as  he  wishes  to  succeed  in  some  way  less  laborious  than  that 
taught  by  Samuel  Hahnemann,  I  would  suggest  a  change  of  occu- 
pation— wood-sawing  for  instance." — Advance. 

The  above  hotch-potch  of  bad  grammar  and  cross- roads  wit 
is  probably  the  combined  efforts  of  Intermittent  Allen  and  Intermit- 
tent Wilson.  Both  of  these  men  have  published  books  on  the 
alleged  homoeopathic  treatment  of  Intermittent  Fever.  One  of 
them  took  his  work,  entire,  from  a  student,  as  w  as  proven  in  this 
Journal  last  year.  The  other  "pulled"  his,  out  of  the  works  of  sev- 
eral authors — another  sort  of  plagairism.  Allen  is  fresh  out  of  the 
insurance  business;  Wilson  still  has  the  pulpit  twang  in  his  nose. 
Both  are  of  course  competent,  out  of  experience,  to  advise  Dr. 
Leech  to  change  his  avocation. 

Dr.  Leech  is  sufficiently  punished  by  having  so  boorish  an  an- 
swer to  his  questions,  whatever  they  were.  If  he  will  direct  his 
questions  to  a  homoeopathic  journal  (the  Observer),  he  will  get  a 
civil  reply,  and  the  best  help  we  can  give  him — which  is  infinitely 
superior  to  anything  that  a  plagiarist  and  a  quondam  insurance 
agent  can  render  him.  H.  w.  r. 


RATIONAL  HOMCEOPATHS. 

We  are  glad — we  say  we,  in  our  editorial  capacity — to  know 
from  Dr.  Price  that  he  and  his  colleagues,  (the  "peculiar  people"  of 
homoeopathy)  are  ready  to  exchange  the  title  "dynamist"  for  "ra- 
tional homoeopath."  The  latter  is  much  the  better  title.  We  have 
ever  regarded  Dr.  Price  with  an  eye  of  favor.  We  have  recog- 
nized in  him  more  than  ordinary  abilities  as  a  writer — especially  in 
the  field  of  journalistic  polemics.  His  work  in  that  field  is  not  im- 
paired and  disfigured  by  the  tags  and  tatters  of  Billingsgate  with 
which  much  of  our  debate  strives  to  ornament  itself.    These  betray 
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good  old  gentlemanly  qualities,  and  incline  us  very  much  to  Dr. 
Price. 

But  we  have  ever  objected  to  the  title  Dynamist.  We  object 
now,  because  it  is  not  the  title  left  us  by  Hahnemann ;  and  because 
it  is  too  vague,  shadowy  and  indefinite  a  word  to  be  allowed  to  pre- 
figure so  veritable  and  demonstrable  a  thing  as  the  law  of  similars. 
The  word  ''dynamis"* means  nothing  at  all.  Originally  it  was  used 
to  convey  the  material  information  obtained  regarding  certain  phe- 
nomena the  product  of  mere  "material"  bodies.  It  would  take 
away  all  the  romance  from  "dynamists"  to  call  them  "powerists" — 
to  say  that  they  believe  simply  in  the  "power"  of  drugs!  Rational 
Homoeopath  is  much  better.  It  is  a  good  solid  material  title;  and 
besides  conveys  the  well  established  fact  that  there  is  an  irrational 
wing  of  the  homoeopathic  army.  But  we  leave  the  latter  to  their 
fate  while  we  proceed  to  deal  with  rational  homoeopaths  of  Dr. 
Price's  belief. 

To  show  that  Hahnemann  did  not  and  could  not  believe  either 
of  the  hypotheses  advanced  by  Dr.  Price  we  will  compare  them 
with  Hahnemann's  oft  repeated  declarations  of  theory. 

"That  this  force  may  be  held  in  drugs  as  a  latency,  which 
is  through  dilution  and  succusion  awakened  into  activity  aTld  which 
accompanies  matter  to  its  infinite  divisibility,"  etc. 

This  could  not  be  Hahnemann's  belief.  He  declared  that  drugs 
must  be  tried  upon  a  healthy  organism  before  they  can  be  used  as 
homoeopathic  remedies.  Section  123,  Organon,  Hering's  4th  Am. 
ed.,  gives  Hahnemann's  method  of  proving  drugs. 

"Each  of  these  medicines  ought  to  be  taken  in  its  simple  and 
4>ure  form.  As  to  indigenous  plants  the  juice  is  expressed  and 
mixed  with  a  small  quantity  of  alcohol  in  order  to  preserve  it. 
With  regard  to  foreign  plants,  they  are  to  be  pulverized,  or  pre- 
pared as  spirituous  tinctures  and  mixed  with  a  certain  quantity  of 
water  previous  to  administration.  Salts  and  gums,  however,  ought 
not  to  be  dissolved  in  water  till  the  moment  of  their  administration. 
If  a  plant  cannot  be  procured  but  in  its  dry  state  and  if  its  pow- 
ers are  naturally  feeble  it  may  be  tried  in  the  form  of  an  infusion. 
*  *  The  infusion  ought  to  be  drunk  immediately  after  its  prepa- 
ration, and  while  it  is  still  warm,  because  all  the  juice  of  plants  and 
all  vegetable  infusions  to  which  no  alcohol  is  added  pass  rapidly  into 
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fermentation  and  corruption  and  thereby  lose  their  medicinal 
virtues." 

He  says  in  the  next  section  that  "no  heterogeneous  substance 
must  be  added"  to  the  medicine  which  is  thus  tried,  "It  ought  to 
be  employed  alone  and  perfectly  pure,"  etc. 

Now  if  the  "dynamis"  were  only  set  free  in  the  process  of  tri- 
turation it  could  have  taken  no  part  in  such  proving.  Or  if  it  took 
part  in  such  proving  there  then  exists  no  reason  for  setting  it  free 
at  this  late  day. 

It  may  be  well  for  me  here  to  challenge  section  128  as  it  ap- 
pears in  the  edition  of  the  Organon  referred  to.  Hahnemann  never 
wrote  it;  probably  Hering  did.  He  was  perpetually  pervaded 
with  the  notion  that  he  was  the  Uncle  Pumblechook  of  Hahnemann 
and  homoeopathy.  He  believed  in  "dynamization;"  Hahnemann 
did  not.  He  believed  in  provings  made  with  the  30th — and  "heav- 
enward;" Hahnemann  did  not.  All  of  Hahnemann's  writings  on 
the  subject  of  provings  (outside  of  this  section)  proclaim  that  prov- 
ing must  be  made  with  the  pure  crude  drug.  Therefore  I  feel  jus- 
tified in  expunging  section  122  and  especially  do  I  feel  such  justifi- 
cation since  the  result  of  the  Milwaukee  Test. 

But  according  to  Hering  Hahnemann  set  a  mark  upon  dynam- 
izations  by  which  they  might  be  known.  It  may  be  called  the 
method  by  exclusions.    He  says : 

"Actual  dilutions  are  almost  wholly  confined  to  sapid  and  col- 
ored objects.  A  solution  of#salt  or  bitter  substance  becomes  always 
more  tasteless  the  more  water  is  mixed  with  it  and  at  lengthy  loses 
all  taste  though  we  may  shake  it  as  much  as  we  please.  In  a  like 
manner  a  solution  of  a  colored  substance  becomes'  by  admixture  of 
more  and  more  water,  at  last  quite  colorless  and  gains  no  increase 
•f  color  by  any  imaginable  shaking.  These  are  and  continue  to  be 
the  true  attenuations  and  dilutions  but  not  dynamization" — Organon, 
p.  216,  foot  note. 

When  Dr.  Price  excludes  all  objects  that  have  taste  and  color, 
from  his  list  he  will  have  an  extremely  small  number  of  drugs  to 
choose  from.    In  fact  will  be  reduced  to  distilled  water. 

Whatever  of  drug  power  remain  in  any  trituration  is  there  by 
reason  of  presence  of  the  drug  itself  in  its  proper  form,  as  has  been 
ably  contended  by  Dr.  Dake  and  before  him  by  Hahnemann.  It 
may  thus  happen  that  even  the  30th  will  have  some  portion  of  the 
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drug  in  a  given  sample.  It  may  also  happen  that  there  will  be 
samples  in  which  there  is  no  drug  and  hence  no  medicinal  power. 
Some  investigations  now  going  forward  point  to  the  very  unequal 
distribution  of  drug  particles  throughout  the  mass  of  the  trituration. 
This  difficulty  was  also  pointed  out  by  Hahnemann  and  shows  why 
Swan's  and  Fincke's  preparations  cannot  be  reliable— cannot  have 
drug  nor  drug  power  in  every  dose.  The  demonstration  of  this 
fact  will  put  the  "rational  homoeopaths"  hand  in  hand  with  the 
••materialists,"  as  Dr.  Price  terms  those  who  prescribe  after  Hahne- 
mann's earliest  and  latest  recorded  directions.  h.  w.  t. 


Improved  Medical  Ethics.  (Sanitarian.) — The  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  york,  at  its  recent  meeting,  February 
7-9,  adopted  a  new  Code  of  Ethics,  abrogating  the  chief  bone  of 
contention  among  medical  practitioners  of  different  schools — an  out- 
come of  State  Medicine.  Almost  at  the  outset  of  State  Medicine 
in  this  country  it  became  neeessary  to  define  "medical  practitioners" 
according  to  the  law  by  which  city  and  State  Boards  of  health  were 
constituted;  and  soon  thereafter  mixed  boards — boards  composed  of 
members  representing  the  different  schools — "allopathic,"  "homoeo- 
pathic" and  "eclectic"  physicians  were  made  the  rule  instead  of  the 
exception  in  their  organization.  The  harmonious  action  of,  and  the 
excellent  work  accomplished  by  boards  thus  organized  in  prevent- 
ive medicine,  has  paved  the  way  for  the  important  step  just  taken 
by  the.  N.  Y.  State  Medical  Society,  abolishing  the  obstacle  which 

has  hitherto  obtained  to  physicians  of  different  schools,  consulta- 
tions with  one  another  in  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  sick,  as 
well  as  in  the  prevention  of  sickness.  By  the  Code  of  Ethics  as 
now  amended : 

"Members  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York 
and  the  medical  societies  in  affiliation  therewith  may  meet  in  con- 
sultation legally  qualified  practitioners  of  medicine.  Emergencies 
may  occur  in  which  all  restriction  should,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
practitioner,  yield  to  the  demands  of  humanity." 

Before  the  law  "allopathic,"  "homoeopathic"  and  "eclectic"  are 
equal.  Hence  the  physician  who  practices  with  the  one  theory  or 
the  other,  who  has  conformed  to  the  laws  recognizing  and  govern- 
ing medical  practitioners,  can  no  longer  be  objected  to  by  the  one 
school  or  the  other  on  the  ground  of  irregularity. 
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PROF.  H.  F.  BIGGAR,  A.  B.,  M.  D.,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO,EDITOR. 


HISTORY  OF  TWO  REMARKABLE  CASES. 

RESULT  OF  AUTOPSIES  BY  SIDNEY  F.  WILCOX,  M.  D. 

Prosector  to  Chair  of  Surgery  at  the  N.  T.  Homoeopathic 

Medical  College. 

On  the  26th  of  last  November  Mrs.  E.  B.  Pettet,  M.  DM  called 
on  Prof.  Win.  Tod  Helmuth  desiring  him  to  see  a  Mrs.  B.,  who 
had  a  tumor  of  some  kind  in  her  abdomen.  As  Prof.  H.  was  very 
busy  at  the  time,  he  asked  me  to  go  and  see  the  case,  which  I  did 
the  next  day.  . 

I  found  Mrs.  B.  in  a  tenement  house  on  E.  4th  st.  She  was 
a  young  German  woman,  married  and  23  years  of  age,  but  so  much 
emaciated  and  so  haggard  from  suffering  that  she  presented  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  at  least  35.  She  gave  me  the  following  history : 
Four  months  previous  she  had  given  birth  to  her  onlyjchild. 
There  was  no  trouble  in  the  delivery  although  it  was  a  breech  pre- 
sentation. About  ten  days  after  her  confinement  she  got  up,  but 
in  a  day  or  two  was  obliged  to  return  to  her  bed  on  account^of  a 
painful  lump  which  appeared  in  her  left  side  about  midway  be- 
tween the  crest  of  the  ilium  and  the  lower  ribs,  and  about  in  the 
.  line  of  the  axilla.  Before  this  she  had  always  enjoyed  good  health. 
After  remaining  in  bed  a  few  days  longer  the  lump  and  the'pain 
both  disappeared  and  she  got  up  again.  But  the  tumor  soon  re- 
turned and  kept  increasing  in  size  and  growing  more  and  more 
painful.  This  pain  probably  arose  from  pressure  on  the  nerves  as 
the  tumor  was  not  sensitive  to  touch.  When  I  saw  her  she  was 
suffering  severe  pain  which  seemed  to  be  especially  aggravated  by 
motion ;  honwever  she  was  able  to  sit  up  in  a  chair  and  to  move 
about  a  little,  but  with  great  difficulty.  She  said  she  could  not  eat 
much,  partly  on  account  of  great  difficulty  in  swallowing,  which 
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will  be  explained  later  on,  and  partly  because  of  lack  of  appetite. 
She  complained  greatly  of  constipation  but  as  she  had  been  taking 
a  great  deal  of  opium  in  different  forms  to  drown  the  pain,  I  did 
not  attach  much  importance  to  that.  No  urinary  difficulty  was 
mentioned. 

On  examination,I  found  a  tumor  about  the  size  of  an  adult  head, 
occupying  all  of  the  left  hypochondrium,  the  left  lumbar  and  the 
left  half  of  the  umbilical  region.  The  tumor  was  lobular,  quite 
hard  and  almost  immovable.  There  were  two  or  three  spots  where 
very  slight  fluctuation  could  be  detected.  Below  the  tumor,  clear 
across  the  left  iliac  region,  the  abdomen  was  resonant  on  percussion. 

On  vaginal  examination  I  found  the  uterus  to  be  normal  in  size, 
freely  movable,  and  tipped  slightly  to  the  right. 

There  was  a  well  defined  notch  on  the  front  of  the  tumor  such 
as  is  found  in  splenic  tumors.  I  drew  off  a  small  amount  of  fluid 
from  one  of  the  fluctuating  spots;  this  fluid  was  afterward  examined 
by  Prof.  S.  P.  Burdick,  who  reported  that  he  found  nothing  but 
shriveled  blood  corpuscles. 

Besides  the  tumor  in  the  abdomen  there  were  also  two  small 
ones  in  the  subclavian  triangles  of  the  neck,  which  by  pressure  on 
the  trachea  and  oesophagus  gave  rise  to  difficulty  in  breathing  and 
swallowing.  A  peculiarity  about  these  tumors  was  that  at  times 
they  seemed  to  diminish  in  size  as  though  they  had  sunken  behind 
the  clavicles.  Two  or  three  days  subsequently  the  patient  was 
taken  to  the  Hahnemann  Hospital,  and  there  examined  by  Profs. 
Helmuth,  Burdick  and  Dowling  who  were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
trouble  was  probably  tumor  of  the  spleen,  though  there  was  some 
doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  this  diagnosis — one  point  against  it 
being  the  growth  of  the  tumor  from  below  upward. 

She  remained  in  the  hospital  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Bryan,  the 
house  surgeon.  The  tumor  did  not  seem  to  increase  in  size 
although  it  did  change  shape  somewhat.  The  tumors  in  the  neck 
enlarged  and  thereby  the  difficulty  of  deglutition  and  breathing  were 
increased.  On  several  occasions  she  had  very  severe  attacksfof 
dyspnoea,  and  finally  on  the  25th  of  December  she  was  seized  with 
a  severe  attack  and  died  in  a  few  moments.  Ten  minutes  previous 
to  her  death  she  had  been  up. 
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The  post  mortem  examination  was  made  by  Dr.Bryan  and  my- 
self and  gave  the  following  results : 

Patient  much  emaciated ;  abdomen  distended,  more  toward  the 
left  than  the  right  side,  by  the  tumor. 

Tumors  in  the  neck  had  almost  disappeared. 

Peritoneum  normal  in  color;  the  posterior  wall  was  pushed 
foward  by  the  tumor  and  adherent  to  it. 

Great  venous  engorgement  of  the  abdominal  and  thoracic 
viscera. 

Intestines  displaced  downward  and  to  the  right. 

Liver  pushed  up  to  the  fourth  rib;  normal  in  appearance  and 

size. 

Stomach  normal;  empty. 

Pancreas  normal ;  adherent  to  the  upper  surface  of  the  tumor. 
Spleen  normal;  displaced  somewhat  upward  and  forward. 
Right  kidney  enlarged,  but  otherwise  normal  in  structure. 
Uterus  normal. 

Ovaries  about  twice  the  natural  size. 

Lungs  compressed  but  crepitant;  no  appearance  of  disease 
found  on  section. 

The  tumor  was  about  the  size  of  an  adult  head  and  started 
from  the  upper  half  of  that  organ.  It  was  a  tubercular  mass  and 
was  attached  to  all  the  lumbar  vertebrae  by  a  mass  of  tubercles 
which  contained  pus  cavities.  In  the  upper  part  of  the  tumor  was 
a  cavity  containing  a  large  clot  of  blood.  The  lower  portion  of 
this  kidney  was  not  involved. 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  thorax  under  the  clavicles  and  extend- 
ing down  to  the  second  intercostal  space  were  two  tubercular  masses, 
also  containing  pus  cavities.  These  tumors  lay  on  either  side  of 
the  trachea  and  oesophagus  and  probably  caused  the  dyspnoea  and 
difficulty  of  swollowing  by  pressure  when  by  some  means  they 
•lipped  down  under  the  clavicles. 

The  curious  features  of  tha  case  are  the  similarity  in  appear- 
ance to  tumor  of  the  spleen,  and  that  three  such  large  tubercular 
masses  should  exist  without  any  sign  of  tubercles  in  the  lungs  or 
other  organs. 
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Case  II.  This  was  a  male  child _  brought  to  Prof.  Helmuth's 
clinic  by  Dr.  T.  S.  Goodwin  of  Staten  Island.  The  following  is 
Dr.  Goodwin's  history  of  the  case : 

"The  child  was  born  Feb.  1,  1881,  apparently  healthy,  and  af- 
ter ordinary  labor.  Nothing  amiss  appeared  until  after  a  few  weeks 
the  mother  complained  to  me  of  its  green  discharges.  I  may  have 
given  Merc.  sol.  or  Chi.  or  both,  but  paid  no  great  attention  to  the 
case  until  the  first  week  in  September,  when  a  swelling  as  large  as 
a  fist  appeared  suddenly  under  the  left  short  ribs.  While  I  waited 
to  observe  the  case  and  make  a  diagnosis,  allopaths  were  called  in, 
who  aspirated  and  gave  Opium.  Five  weeks  later  I  was  again 
called,  found  extreme  tension  of  the  abdominal  and  chest  walls, 
short  oppressedjbreathing  from  that  cause,  moaning  and  sleepless- 
ness. I  gave  Bryonia  which  afforded  great  relief  and  took  the  child 
to  Dr.  Helmuth's  clinic. 

"The  rest  you  know.  Fer.  jod.  gave  great  relief,  interrupted 
by  days  of  restlessness,  for  two  weeks.  Gallic  acid  for  two  weeks 
more  produced  no  benefit.  The  Fer.  jod.  was  resumed  with  little  or 
no  benefit.  Prof.  H.'s  third  prescription  I  do  not  remember;  it 
amounted  to  nothing  and  the  malady  was  simply  skirmished  with 
in  a  forlorn  way  until  the  child  died  on  the  sixth  of  Dec. 

"The  mother,  a  native  of  Hamburg,  Germany,  had  suffered  in 
early  life  from  some  severe  affection  similarly  located,  but  recovered 
under  treatment  of  an  eminent  practitioner.  She  had  suffered  from 
malaria  and  melancholia,  the  latter  of  a  very  marked  and  aggra- 
vated type,  while  pregnant  with  this  child. 

"Previously  she  had  had  three  rather  plethoric  and  ordinarily 
healthy  children." 

I  ascertained  from  one  of  the  allopathic  physicians  who  had 
been  in  attendance  upon  this  case,  that  the  diagnosis  of  hydatid 
tumor  of  the  liver  had  been  made. 

Dr.  Goodwin  brought  the  child  to  the  college  clinic  two  or 
three  times  and  Prof.  Helmuth  aspirated  the  tumor  once  and  drew  off 
about  half  a  pint  of  bloody  fluid  and  gave  the  diagnosis  of  hema- 
toma of  the  liver.  He  advised  Fer.  jod.  to  be  given  which  was  done 
for  a  time  with  some  benefit. 

The  abdomen  at  that  time  was  much  distended,  the  ba"by  cried 
a  great  deal,  aH.  was  very  pale  and  anaemic. 
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About  seven  weeks  from  the  first  appearance  at  the  clinic,  the 
child  died  and  Dr.  Goodwin  sent  notice  that  a  post  mortem  examina- 
tion would  be  permitted.    Below  are  my  notes : 

Child  much  emaciated;  great  distention  of  the  abdomen,  and 
oedema  of  feet  and  legs. 

Tumor  about  the  size  of  an  adult  head  was  found  apparently 
proceeding  from  the  under  surface  of  the  liver.  The  adhesions  be- 
tween the  tumor  and  the  peritoneum  were  so  strong  that  they  were 
separated  with  difficulty  and  in  removing  the  tumor  entire  with  the 
liver  I  was  obliged  to  ligate  many  venous  connections. 

The  tumor  itself  was  dark  red  and  of  semi-solid  consistence. 
There  were  also  very  firm  adhesions  between  it  and  the  transverse 
colon,  duodenum  and  portions  of  the  small  intestine. 

There  was  complete  absence  of  the  following  named  organs: 
spleen,  pancreas,  stomach,  and  right  kidney.  I  was  unable  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  stomach  formed  the  capsule  of  the  tumor  or  was 
included  within  it. 

The  left  kidney  and  remaining  abdominal  organs  were  normal, 

the  intestines  being  empty  but  somewhat  discolored  with  bile. 

Thoracic  organs  not  examined. 

The  tumor  was  taken  to  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College 
and  there  opened  by  Prof.  Helmuth  before  the  class. 

It  could  not  be  detached  entirely  from  the  liver.  On  cutting  in- 
to the  sac  it  was  found  to  contain  besides  a  large  amount  of  bloody 
fluid,  which  had  given  rise  to  the  diagnosis  of  haematoma,  a  brain- 
like  mass  resembling  an  encephaloid  cancer,  and  imbedded  in  this 
mass  were  little  cysts  containing  colloid  material. 

Prof.  Helmuth  pronounced  the  disease  "colloid  degeneration  of 
the  abdominal  organs." 


**A  Bill  to  Make  Idiots." — The  Herald  thus  appropriately 
designates  a  bill  introduced  in  Congress  by  Delegate  Post,of  Wyom- 
ing Territory.  It  is  called  "a  bill  to  reduce  the  internal  revenue 
tax  on  cigarettes,"  but  a  more  appropriate  title  would  be  "a  bill  to 
make  lunatics  and  idiots  and  for  other  purposes" — the  "other  pur- 
poses being"  to  fill  up  the  cemeteries  and  make  millionaires  of  the 
undertakers.  Mr.  Post  must  be  an  enemy  of  the  human  race.  He 
could  not,  if  he  tried,  hit  upon  a  more  certain  method  of  killing  off 
a  large  portion  of  the  rising  generation  and  of  making  idots  of  the 
one  that  is  to  follow  it.  The  cigarette  annually  kills  thousands  and 
thousands  of  children  and  young  men,  and  those  whom  it  does  not 
destroy  physically  it  mentally  ruins.  The  tax  on  it  should  be  in- 
creased, not  reduced.  It  would  be  well  to  place  it  so  high  as  to  put 
these  poisonous  packages  beyond  the  reac^i  of  the  small  boy. 
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ALBERT  LODGE,  M.  D.,  DETROIT,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 


HOMOEOPATHIC  HOSPITAL  COLLEGE, 

CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 


COMMENCEMENT  EXERCISES. 


The  Hahnemann  Society  of  the  College  held  its  annual  ex- 
ercises March  7th,  consisting  of  a  Salutatory  Address  by  F.  N. 
Burlingame;  the  Annual  Address  by  Rev.  Geo.  Thomas  Dowling; 
the  Valedictory  by  J.  E.  Harner;  and  the  presentation  of  the 
Diplomas  by  the  President,  Prof.  W.  A.  Phillips,  all  of  which  was 
enlivened  by  music.  Forty-two  of  the  members  of  the  graduating 
class  each  received  the  society  diploma. 

The  weekly  reviews  conducted  by  the  society  during  each  term 
are  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  class  as  evidenced  by  the  high 
standing  the  members  attained  in  the  recitations  and  in  the  final  ex- 
aminations. 

The  Commencement  Exercises  of  the  College  occurred 
the  succeeding  evening  (8th)  and  were  attended  by  a  large,  attentive 
and  intelligent  audience. 

The  class  valedictory  was  delivered  by  U.  H.  Squires.  In  the 
absence  of  the  President,  the  conferring  of  the  degrees  devolved  on 
Mr.  W.  H.  Price,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  who  grace- 
fully discharged  the  duty  in  a  few  scholarly,  well-chosen  remarks. 

The  report  of  the  Dean,  Prof.  N.  Schneider,  followed,  which 
showed  that  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  students  had  been  admitted 
to  matriculation  during  the  term ;  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
class  are  in  the  three  years  course,  and  that  the  general  standing  in 
literary  and  medical  attainments  has  never  been  as  high  as  during 
the  session  just  closed.  The  Registrar's  report  shows  that  thirty- 
one  of  the  graduates  have  a  general  average  in  all  the  branches  of 
ninety-six  and  six  tenths  per  cent.  (96.6) ;  while  the  average  of 
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the  whole  number  of  graduates  is  eighty-nine  and four  tenths  fer 
cent.  This  high  per  centage  in  view  of  the  character  of  the  final 
examinations  which  were  more  rigid  than  ever  before,  fully  demon- 
strates the  wisdom  of  adopting  a  preliminary  examination  in  Eng- 
lish scholarship  before  admitting  to  matriculation,  as  well  as  a  three 
years  course. 

Prof.  B.  F.  Gamber  presented  a  thoughtful  valedictory  on  be- 
half of  the  faculty. 

The  presentation  of  the  several  prizes  was  the  occasion  of  sev- 
eral very  happy  surprises.  The  Diploma  of  Honor,  won  by  the 
students  having  the  highest  general  average  in  all  the  branches, 
was  taken  by  Uriel  H.  Squires,  A.B.,  who  gained  nine  hundred  and 
eighty  four  and  nine-tenths  out  of  a  possible  one  thousand. 

The  first  Clinical  Prize,  twenty  dollars,  was  won  by  J.  E. 
Horner,  an  under-graduate. 

The  second  Clinical  Prize,  ten  dollars  was  taken  by  F.  Leng- 
genhager,  also  an  under-graduate. 

The  Sanders  Prize,  a  set  of  obstetrical  instruments,  was  cap- 
tured by  Thos.  T.  Church.  The  latter  also  gains  the  position  of 
House  Physician  to  the  Huron  Street  Hospital,  having  obtained  the 
highest  per  centage  of  any  of  the  candidates  for  the  position  in  the 
examination  conducted  by  the  Board  of  Censors. 

The  fones  Prize,  twenty-five  dollars,  was  presented  to  W.  L. 
Athon,  for  the  highest  standing  in  Theory  and  Practice. 

Prof.  Biggar  gave  a  special  prize,  twenty-five  dollars,  for  the 
best  report  of  twenty-five  operative  cases  occurring  in  his  clinic 
which  was  awarded  to  H.  D.  Champlain,  A.  B. 

After  the  exercises  the  class  and  the  alumni  repaired  to  the 
Forest  City  House  and  enjoyed  a  round  of  festivities. 

GRADUATES. 

Albertson,  C.  S.;  Athon,  W.  L.;  Baker,  W.  B.;  Boice,  Emma 
L.;  Brown,  L.  H.  A.;  Brooks,  A.  A.;  Brown,  C.  A.;  Burlingame, 
T.  W.;  Carroll,  C.  W.;  Champlain,  H.  D.  (A.  B.);  Church,  T.T.; 
Croft,  W.  B.;  Davison,  Mrs.  R.  J.;  Davis,  S.  R.;  Emory,  W.J. 
H.;  Ervin,  A.  M.;  Glessner,  L.  M.;  Harner,  J.  E.;  Harlan,  W. 
H.;  Heath,  L.  R.;  House,  C.  E.;  Hudson,  T.  R.;  Jackson,  J.  O.; 
Kelly,  J.   W.;  Krill,   F.  A.;  Kramer,  H.  T.;  Knight,  F.  B.; 
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Loomis,  F.  R.;  Manahan,  M.  W.;  Mathers,  J.  S.;  Moffitt,  M.  M.; 
Muhleman,  C.  L.;  Newton,  W.  E.;  Payne,  C.  V.;  Painter,  C.  D., 
A.  B.;  Pendleton,  Minnie  J.;  Pratt,  F.  D.;  Quezada,  G.  C; 
Richmond,  H.  W.;  Sellew,  S.  W.;  Severance,  B.  W.;  Smith,  Geo. 
W.;  Smith,  Ernest  B.;  Squires,  U.  H.,  (A.  B.);  Taylor,  T.  H.; 
Thompson,  L.  V.;  Thorp,  S.  L.;  Tracy,  Alice  M.;  Wilmot,E.P.; 
Wunderlich,  E.  J ;  Zbinden,  E. ;  Zwetsch,  J.  D. 

W.  A.  Phillips,  M.  D.,  Registrar. 


Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia. — 
The  thirty-fourth  Annual  Commencement  of  the  Hahnemann 
Medical  College  of  Philadelphia  was  held  in  the  Academy  of  Mu- 
sic, corner  of  Broad  and  Locust  streets,  on  Tuesday,  March  14th, 
1882.  The  valedictory  was  delivered  by  Prof.  Charles  M.  Thom- 
as, M.  D.,  of  the  Chair  of  Operative  and  Clinical  Surgery  and 
Ophthalmology, and  was  a  finished  and  scholarly  effort,  replete  with 
wise  and  valuable  hints  and  suggestions  to  the  class. 

GRADUATES. 

Anderson,  John  W.,  Athalia,  Ohio;  Barnard,  James  S.,  Me- 
dina,!^. Y.;  Becker,  John  G.,  Bethlehem,  Pa.;  Bulick, Thomas  M., 
Altoona,  Pa.;  Burnham,  Fred.  I.,  Lowell,  Mass.;  Campbell,  Wm. 
F.,  M.  D.,  Media,  Pa.;  Chaplain,  Francis  T.,  Allentown,  Pa.; 
Clow,  J.  Bruce,  Oakland,  Cal.;  Cowgill,  Walter  H.,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. ;  Davis,  Edwin  T.,  Red  Bank,  N.  J. ;  Dewing,  Wm.  H.,  Utica, 
N.  Y.;  Fleming, John  R.,  Port  Republic,  N.  J.;  Fleming,Richard 
K.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Follmer,  William  H.,  Watsontown,  Pa.;  Fos- 
ter, John  M.,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Frame,  Benjaming  G.,  Philladel- 
phia,  Pa.;  Frantz,  Abraham  E.,  Lancaster,  Pa.;  Gilbert,  Irwin  B., 
Pottstown,  Pa.;  Haines,  Oliver  S.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Hatfield, 
Walter,  S.,  South  Bend,  Ind.;  Heermann,  Valentine  Z.,  Paris, 
France;  Hicks,  Thomas  H.,  M.  D.,  Bristol,  Tenn.;  Howell,  Steph- 
en Y.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Jackson,  Henry,  Glassboro,  N.  J.; 
Janney,  O.  Edward,  M.  D.,  Baltimore,  Md.;  Johnson,  Harry  W., 
Cohansey,  N.  J.;  Kirby,  G.  Stewart,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Layman, 
Alfred,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Maguire,  William  T.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
McNulty,  Peter  R.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  Middleton,  Willis  H., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Miller,  Niles   M.,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
Moncure,  W.  Peyton,  Stafford  Co.,  Va.;  Murray,  Arthur  S.,  Or- 
well, Vt.;  Murray,  George  E.,  Hagerstown,  Md.;  Prince,  Francis 
C,  Media,  Pa.;  Ranson,  William  C.,Jr.,  Blairsville,  Pa.;  Richard- 
son, Aubrey  J.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Ridge,  Jonathan  T.,  Byberry, 
Pa.;  Rounsevel,  Charles  S.,  Windsor,  Vt;  Sackett,  Edgar  W., 
Newton,  Pa.;  Sampson,  Franklin  S.,  St.   Albans,  Me.;  Sand  el, 
John  H.,  Danville,  Pa.;  Schwenk,  Clayton,  S.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
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Seip,  Charles  L.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Shaw,  John  Cook,  Mattapoisett, 
Mass.;  Shipley,  Daniel  F.,  Winfield,  Md.;  Shower,  George  T., 
Manchester,Md.;  Sleight,  Bevier  H.  B.,  Roundout,  N.  Y.;  Smith, 
Francis  S.,  Lock  Haven,  Pa. ;  Stewart,  George  Taylor,  New  York, 
N.  Y.;  Talavera,  Ismael,  M.  D.,  Orizaba,  Mexico ;  Thomas,  Edwin 
R.,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Wade,  John  K.,  Boston,  Mass.; 
Wiley,  Edward  B.,  Vineland,  N.  J.;  Woodruff,  William  L.,  Cam- 
den,  N.  J.;  Wooton,  William,  Atlantic  City,  N.J. 

Of  these  there  were  from  Pennsylvania,  26;  New  Jersey,  7; 
New  York,  5;  Maryland,  4;  Massachusetts,  3;  Tennessee,  2;  Ver- 
mont, 2;  California,  1;  Indiana,  1;  Maine,  1;  Minnesota,  1;  Ohio, 
1 ;  Virginia,  1 ;  France,  1 ;  Mexico,  1 ;  total,  57. 

No  college  prizes  were  awarded ;  the  custom,  after  careful  con- 
sideration by  the  Faculty,  having  been  discontinued  a  year  ago. 
Other  prizes  were  awarded  as  follows: 

1.  A  prize  of  $50,  offered  by  Dr.  Selden  H.  Talcott,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  New  York  State  Homoeopathic  Asylum  for  the  In- 
sane, at  Middletown,  for  the  best  report  of  his  course  of  lectures  ©n 
insanity,  delivered  before  the  class,  during  the  winter,  was  awarded 
to  O.E.J anney,M.D.,Baltimore,Md.  The  award  was  made  by  a  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  three  prominent  physicians  of  New  York, 
with  Dr.  A.  P.  Williamson,  of  Ward's  Island  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  as 
chairman. 

2.  A  prize,  consisting  of  two  volumes  of  ErichserCs  Surgery », 
offered  by  W.  H.  Keim,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Surgery,  to 
George  E.  Murray,  M.  D.,  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  for  the  best  ex- 
amination in  Practical  Surgery. 

A  large  number  of  presents  from  the  friends  of  the  graduates, 
consisting  chiefly  of  books,  medical  and  surgical  cases,  etc.,  with 
bouquets  and  elaborate  floral  designs,  were  then  distributed  to  mem- 
bers of  the  class,  after  which  the  vast  audience  was  dismissed  with 
the  benediction  by  Rev.  William  N.  McVickar,  D.  D.,  Rector  of 
Holy  Trinity  P.E.  Church. 


American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy. — The  New  York 
Medical  Times  says :  We  have  received  an  advance  copy  of  Gen- 
eral Secretary  Burgher's  announcement  of  the  forthcoming  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  to  be  held  in  In- 
dianapolis, commencing  June  13th  next.  It  states  that  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  meeting — as  far  as  can  be  judged  from  the  titles  of 
papers  thus  far  received — are  quite  superior  to  those  of  any  pro- 
ceeding, and  appeals  to  the  profession  to  make  it  all  that  the  most 
sanguine  can  hope  for.  Dr.  O.  S.  Runnels,  chairman  of  the  local 
committee,  has  made  ample  arrangements  for  all  and  invites  corres- 
pondence from  such  as  expect  to  be  present,  in  order  that  none  may 
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be  disappointed  in  the  treatment  they  will  receive.  Full  particulars 
as  to  details  will  be  announced  by  special  circular  at  an  early  day  by 
the  secretary. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  a  most  hospitable  welcome  will 
be  accorded  in  true  Western  style,  and  we  cannot  give  up  the  hope 
of  being  able  to  share  in  it. 


Hom.  Med.  Soc.  of  Ohio. — The  eighteenth  annual  session 
will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Springfield,  May  9  and  10.  The  inter- 
est manifested  in  this  meeting  is  more  than  ordinary ;  a  large  attend- 
ance is  anticipated.  These  flattering  prospects  should  induce  each 
homoeopathic  physician  in  the  State  to  strain  every  point  to  be  pres- 
ent. .  We  owe  it  to  our  patrons,  to  the  cause,  and  to  ourselves. 

Fraternally,  ■  H.  E.  Beebe,  Sec'y, 

Sidney,  Ohio. 


Western  Academy  of  Homoeopathy  will  hold  its  next 
session  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  June  20,  21  and  22.  A  grand  excur- 
sion to  Colorado  has  been  planned  and  other  attractions  will  be  of- 
fered to  make  this  a  pleasant  meeting.  Chairmen  of  the  various 
Bureaux  will  notify  their  associates,  so  that  there  may  be  a  full  re- 
port. Applications  for  membership  and  correspondence  can  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  general  secretary,  C.  H.  Goodman,  M.  D.,  2619 
Price  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  Eye  and  Ear, 
Corner  3rd  avenue  and  23rd  Street. — Report  for  the  month 
«nding  Feb.  28,  1882: 

No.  of  prescriptions,  4,228;  No.  new  patients,  651;  No. 
patients  resident  in  the  hospital,  26;  average  daily  attendance,  184; 
largest  daily  attendance,  254.  Chas.  Deady,  M.  D., 

Resident  Surgeon. 


Illinois  Homoeopathic  Medical  Association.  —  The 
twenty-seventh  annual  session  of  the  Illinois  Medical  Association 
will  be  held  in  Chicago,  May  16,  17  and  18,  1882.  The  profession 
is  earnestly  requested  to  attend  and  assist  in  making  it  a  profitable 
meeting.  H.  M.  Hobart,  Secretary. 


Pulte  Medical  College,  of  Cincinnati,  held  its  annual 
commencement  in  College  Hall.  An  address  was  delivered  by 
Rev.  Isaac  Errett,  and  the  valedictory  by  W.  A.  R.  Tenny,  of  the 
graduating  class.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred 
on  thirty-four  candidates,  three  of  whom  were  ladies. 
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^yc^ovuxt  ^otices,  etc. 

Boynton. — Dr.S.  H.  Boynton,  it  seems,  has  feared  lest,  in  ex-  • 
posing  the  act  by  which  the  late  President  Garfield  was  euchred  out 
of  his  preferred  medical  attendents,  he  should  be  violating  the  prin- 
ciples of  professional  courtesy.  If  these  principles  require  us  to  cover 
up  and  conceal  professional  misdemeanors,  however  gross  and  delib- 
erate, they  are  far  more  honored  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observ- 
ance. We  doubt  if  a  single  honorable  physician,  of  either  school, 
will  regret  that  the  disreputable  and  dishonorable  act  has  been  laid 
open  to  the  public  gaze.  Dr.  Boyntdn  need  have  no  fear  that  his 
prefessionai  brethren  will  regard  his  disclosure  with  any  other  feel- 
ing than  that  of  approval. 

Gee. — W.  M.  Gee,  M.  D.,  ex-resident  surgeon  to  Hahnemann 
Hospital  Chicago,  has  located  at  Hyde  Park,  111.,  cor.  53d  st.  and 
Jefferson  ave. 

Jones. — L.  M.  Jones,  M.  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  Mich.,  one  of  our 
oldest  practioners,  has  been  President  of  the  city  council  and  on  re- 
tiring received  a  handsome  vote  of  thanks. 

Lilienthal. — Prof.  Lilienthal  will  spend  the  summer  in 
Europe.  Over  forty  years  since  he  left  Germany,  revisiting  the 
scenes  of  his  boyhood  will  furnish  the  most  agreeable  occupation 
for  his  mind;  this  with  rest  from  work,  and  some  appropriate  medi- 
cine, will  be  likely  to  heal  his  affected  eyes.  That  this  may  be  the 
result  we  have  strong  hope.  He  will  leave  our  shores  with  the 
good  wishes  of  the  profession  generally  for  his  restoration  and 
happy  return.   

NECROLOGICAL. 

Brown. — The  only  daughter  of  J.  F.  Brown,  M.  D.,  of 
Leslie,  Michigan,  a  contributor  to  the  Observer,  died  on  the  15th 
of  March  of  malignant  diphtheria,  after  a  short  illness.  We  sincere- 
ly sympatize  with  the  doctor  in  his  great  affliction. 

James — 1803—1882.  Thomas  Potts  James,  Bryologist,  Fel- 
low of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Fellow  of 
the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  Mem- 
ber and  sometime  officer  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
Treasurer  of  the  American  Pomological  Society  for  27  years,  Offi- 
cer of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  also  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Drug  exchange,  Professor  of  Botany  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Horticultural  Society,  Member  of  the  Boston  Society  of  Natural 
History,  Honorary  Member  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  So- 
ciety, and  of  other  kindred  associations.    Born  at  Radnor,  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  September  1,  1803.  Resided  chiefly  in  Philadelphia  until 
June,  1869,  when  he  removed  to  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  where 
he  died  suddenly,  of  paralysis,  February  22,  1882.  Until  within  a 
few  hours  of  his  death,  Mr.  James  was  working  on  a  Manual  of 
North  American  Mosses,  which  he,  in  connection  with  M.  Leo 
Lesquereux,  was  preparing  for  the  press,  giving  the  result  of  the 
study  of  the  past  forty  years. 

This  announcement  is  made  by  his  widow  and  children, 

Isabella  James, 
96  Brattle  st.,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A. 

Mary  Isabella  James,  Montgomery  James,  Clarence  Gray 
James,  Frances  Batchelder  James. 

Marsden. — On  the  19th  of  February,  after  nine  days  of  pain- 
less sickness,  the  wife  of  our  respected  colleague,  J.  H.  Marsden,  M. 
D.,  passed  quietly  away  to  the  land  of  the  living.  About  eleven 
years  ago  she  underwent  one  of  the  most  terrible  operations 
known  to  modern  surgery.  Long  in  feeble  health  yet  she  was  very 
active  and  persevering  and  many  will  remember  her.  kind  and  self- 
denying  ministrations. 

Mrs.  M.  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Genier,  a  well 
known  Presbyterian  minister  late  of  Emmetsburg,  Md.,  and  a  not 
remote  descendent  of  the  old  Smith  family  of  Philadelphia,  of 
whom  Jonathan  Smith,  Esq.,  cashier  of  the  old  United  States 
Bank,  and  his  son  Gen.  Persifer  F.  Smith,  of  the  U.S.  Army, were 
representatives.  The  former  was  her  paternal  grandmother's 
brother. 

She  departed  in  full  Christian  faith  after  an  exemplary  life,  and 
though  sorrowing  at  the  heaviest  calamity  of  life,  her  husband  sor- 
rows not  as  those  who  have  no  hope.  After  a  brief  parting  there 
will  be  a  permanent  reunion. 


REMOVALS. 

Burnside — Dr.  A.  W.,  from  Belvidere,  111.,  to  Chicago,  111. 
Clark — Dr.  E.  A.,  from  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  to  San  Diego,  Cal. 
Caldwell— Dr.  F.'E.,  from  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  to  Minneapolis,  Ind. 
Campbell — Dr.  Geo.  A.,  from  Alston,  Mass.,  to  Manchester,  N.  H. 
Chandler — Dr.  G.  EM  from  Jacksonburg  to  Muncie,  Inc. 
Gerry — Dr.  C.  W.,  from  Roxbury,  Mass.,  to  Trenton,  N.  J. 
Holt— Dr.  E.  B.,  from  Brookline  to  Lowell,  Mass. 
Huh  ar  t — Dr.  J.  W.,  from  Townshend,  Vt.,  to  Merrimac,  Mass. 
Man  waring—  Dr.  J.  M.,  from  Mishawaka  to  Delphi,  Ind. 
Martin— Dr.  Geo.  H.,  from  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  to  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Magee— Dr.  F.J.,  from  Yankton,  D.  T.,  to  Emporia,  Kansas. 
Ockford — Dr  Geo.  M.,  from  Burlington,  Vt.,  to  Vincennes,  Ind. 
Paine— Dr.  Howard  S.,  from  Orange,  N.J.,  to  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Robinson— Dr.  S.  A.,  from  Laporte,  Ind.,  to  West  Brighton,  N.  Y. 
Southgate— Dr.  R.  W.,  from  Dedham,  Mass.,  to  Rockland,  Mass. 
Whittaker— Dr.  Eugene  E.,  from  Windsor  to  Rupert,  Vt. 
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COMMENCEMENT  ADDRESS 

TO  THE  GRADUATES  OF    THE    HOMOEOPATHIC   MEDICAL  COLLEGE 
OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  IOWA,  FEB.  28,  1S82. 


By  y.  G.  Gilchrist,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Surgery. 


Mr.  President,  Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Regents, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — On  occasions  like  the  present,  when 
we  gather  to  witness  the  entree  into  full  professional  fellowship  and 
association  those  who  have  been  under  our  instruction  and  care,  it 
has  been  customary  to  magnify  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  broth- 
erhood into  which  the  neophyte  is  to  be  inducted,  and  give  him 
some  parting  advice  as  to  the  continuation  of  the  habit  of  study  it 
is  hoped  has  been  acquired.  Long  usage  has  sanctioned  this  custom 
and  it  may  require  some  apology  in  departing  from  it,  to  some  ex- 
tent, on  the  present  occasion.  If  your  long  undergraduate  career 
has  not  taught  you  what  the  necessities  of  your  future  intellectual 
life  must  be,  if  it  has  failed  to  stimulate  you  to  an  earnest  endeavor  to 
reach  excellence  in  your  chosen  calling;  if  your  daily  and  hourly 
contemplation  of  the  high,  almost  sacred  duties  of  the  physician 
have  not  impressed  you  with  the  dignity  of  the  profession,  valedict- 
ory words  of  mine  can  do  nothing.  As  men  and  women  who 
have  deliberately  chosen  their  occupation,  not  as  children  seeking 
for  a  new  toy  or  fresh  sport,  you  must  be  assumed  as  self-convinced 
of  the  importance  and  significance  of  this  your  first  step  into  the 
battlefield  of  the  world.  In  some  countries  the  admission  to  the 
profession  of  medicine  is  so  restricted  by  law,  and  the  possession  of 
a  license  to  practice  the  art  is  only  gained  by  such  careful  prepara- 
tion and  rigid  examination,  that  a  medical  man  assumes  a  recog- 
nized social  position  as  a  right,  and  it  needs  no  probation  to  demon- 
strate his  claim  to  public  confidence.  Here,  unfortunately,  it  is  far 
different;  the  possession  of  a  medical  degree  is  nowhere  recognized 
as  a  pledge  of  fitness,  or,  alas !  rarely  as  a  guarantee  of  competent 
scientific  knowledge.    The  estimation  of  your  worth  will  be  deter- 
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mined  by  your  own  works;  public  appreciation  will  depend  entirely 
upon  how  you  merit  it.  I  may  be  pardoned,  therefore,  in  inviting 
your  attention  to  some  things  that  may  not  hitherto  have  engaged 
your  thoughts,  and  ask  serious  consideration  of  them.  Up  to  the 
present  moment  you  have  been  recipients  of  the  munificence  of  your 
State  and  particularly  of  her  University;  as  conscientious  benefici- 
aries you  should  now  enquire  if  you  have  not  a  duty  to  acknowl- 
edge in  return;  if  your  obligations  are  not  reciprocal.  What  I 
shall  have  to  say  may  be  stated  in  the  form  of  a  recital  of  duties; 
viz.:  The  duty  you  owe  your  Alma  Mater;  The  duty  you  owe  the 
Medical  Fraternity ;  The  duty  you  owe  Society.  In  other  words, 
as  medical  practitioners  solely,  your  interests  as  well  as  your  duty 
demand  that  you  protect  society  from  all  assaults  on  public  health, 
as  far  as  lies  in  your  power;  or  repair  the  consequences  of  failure 
to  afford  such  protection.  To  do  this  you  must  act  in  harmony 
with  your  colleagues;  you  must  do  what  you  can  to  further  the  in- 
terests of  yonr  therapeutic  faith;  you  must  assist  in  elevating  the 
standard  of  medical  education.  These  topics  are  too  comprehen- 
sive to  treat  exhaustively  in  a  single  lecture,  and  I  will  take  up  but 
one  subject  under  each  head. 

/.  What  should  be  your  attitude  toward  other  schools  of 
Therapeutics?  If  there  was  ever  occasion  for  a  state  of  war  be- 
tween rival  schools  of  medicine,  the  necesssity  has  long  since  ceased 
to  exist.  Enlightened  practitioners  of  the  healing  art  have  at  last 
recognized  the  truth  and  honesty  of  those  who  adhere  to  a  system 
of  therapeutics  differing  from  their  own,  and  are  willing  to  concede 
them  honesty  of  purpose  at  least.  A  recognition  of  this  fact  does 
not  carry  with  it  an  acknowledgement  or  adoption  of  the  doctrines 
of  the  opposing  school;  far  from  it.  When  we  read  the  history  of 
medicine,  in  the  humble  spirit  of  a  searcher  for  truth  rather  than  a 
partisan  seeking  for  the  weak  points  in  an  enemy's  defence,  I  appre- 
hend we  will  find  ample  palliation,at  least,  for  the  inveteracy  of  the 
warfare  that  has  been  waged  upon  us.  Nay,  more;  I  greatly  fear 
there  may  be  found  some  acts  of  our  own  that  might  well  be  cred- 
ited with  responsibility  for  the  attacks.  Consider  for  a  moment  the 
nature  of  the  physician's  calling. 

The  physician  commences  his  career,  as  a  student,  with  no 
more  knowledge  of  the  science  of  medicine  than  his  predecessor. 
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He  is,  in  fact,  not  so  fortunately  situated,~as  he  finds  a  yearly  in- 
creasing literature,  born  of  the  experimental  age  in  which  we  live, 
and  with  no  more  time  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  greatly  en- 
larged field  of  his  studies  than  those  who  came  before  him.  No 
matter  what  the  learning  and  investigation  of  the  past  may  have 
preserved  in  books,  he  must  commence  where  they  all  did;  with 
his  anatomy.  Life  is  far  too  short  for  any  man  to  absorb  all  that 
is  desirable  to  know  of  medicine;  no  man  can  hope  to  become 
equally  accomplished  in  all  the  departments  into  which  the  study  is 
necessarily  divided.  Under  ©ur  present  imperfect  system  of  educa- 
tion the  conscientious  student  finds  himself  thrust  out  into  a  world 
filled  with  suffering  and  disease,  with  claims  pressing  upon  him, 
from  all  sides,  to  relieve  pain,  avert  or  remedy  deformity,  and  ward 
off  the  arrows  of  death,  with  a  mind  bewildered  by  the  immensity 
of  the  work  laid  upon  him,  and  a  painful  sense  of  his  inefficiency. 
This  is  not  only  true  at  the  commenceme?it  of  medical  life,  but  true 
of  every  period  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  If  the  young 
physician  is  dishonest  in  his  professions,  or  fails  to  appreciate  the  ap- 
palling magnitude  of  the  task  he  has  assumed,  he  soon  abandons 
an  effort  to  fit  himself  to  meet  the  requirements  of  his  position,  and 
is  content  to  make  a  business  of  his  profession,  looking  upon  it 
solely  as  a  means  of  livelihood,  and  content  if  he  can  make  both 
ends  meet. 

Should  he  be  wanting:  in  self-reliance,  thougrh  honest  and  con- 
scientious  in  his  motives,  he  may  become  fearful  of  his  ability  to  at- 
tain excellence  and  even  abandon  his  calling  altogether. 

Finally,  should  he  be  a  brave,  persevering,  honest  man,  the 
emergency  will  prove  a  spur  to  exertion,  and  he  will  be  untiring  in 
his  efforts  to  acquire  knowledge  and  skill  to  fit  him  for  the  work. 

Now  the  first  will  know  nothing  of  medical  polemics  or  the 
growth  of  medical  ideas,  and  will  be  indifferent  to  questions  of 
therapeutics,  unless  easily  understood  and  they  do  not  conflict  with 
his  interests.  The  second  will  be  appalled  at  the  proportions  of 
what  is  preliminary  to  the  subject  in  hand,  and  dare  not  investigate 
the  new  until  he  has  mastered  the  old. 

The  last  will  refuse  to  imperil  the  health  and  lives  of  those  en- 
trusted to  him,  until  full  and  trustworthy  experiment  has  been  made, 
and  the  proposition  comes  to  him  as  an  established  fact,  not  a  de- 


212  AMERICAN  OBSERVER.  [May 

batable  theory.    Look  at  the  numerous  wrecks  of  theory  strewn 
upon  the  shores  of  time!    The  fallacies  of  Galen,of  the  Herbalists,of 
Brunonism,  even  recent  additions,  as  Listerism,  and  hosts  of  others, 
ancient  and  modern,  and  who  can  wonder  that  old  physic  should 
cry  out:  "I  have  suffered  too  often  from  my  credulity;  give  me 
time  to  prove  what  you  offer."    Homoeopathy,  in  the  estimation  of 
those  who  have  been  reared  in  another  medical  faith,  comes  with 
claims  for  attention  not  a  whit  superior  to  much  that  have  gone  be- 
fore it.    It  demands  radical  change  in  the  accepted  doctrines  of  the 
day ;  it  calls  upon  the  profession  to  throw  away  all  they  have 
learned  of  therapeutics,  all  they  have  preserved  out  of  the  struggles 
of  centuries,  and  adopt  without  question  a  new  faith,  as  distinct  from 
the  former  as  Christianity  is  from  Judaism.    For  years,  during 
which  the  doctrine  of  Similia  was  passing  through  the  fires  of  ex- 
perience, it  would  have  been  an  act  almost  of  criminality  for  an  old 
school  practitioner  to  turn  aside  from  his  hardly-earned  experience, 
and  ask  his  patients  to  compromise  their  lives  by  subjecting  them  to 
a  test  of  the  truth  of  Hahnemann's  teaching.    Homoeopathy  did 
not  present  any  stronger  claims  to  their  attention  than  any  of  the 
dead  and  buried  theories  that  had  precceded  it.    The  mistake  that 
many  of  our  pioneers  have  made  was  in  attempting  to  compel  ac- 
quiescence rather  than  to  woo  it;  expecting  to  rule  by  ridicule  and 
vituperation  that  which  only  argument  and  the  patient  presentment 
of  experiment  could  acquire.    Recognize  this  fact,  gentlemen,  and 
never  lose  sight  of  it :  Members  of  the  older  school  of  medicine  are 
as  honest  and  conscientious  in  their  calling  as  you;  they  will  readily 
adopt  any  means  that  increases  their  efficiency,  just  as  fast  as  they 
become  convinced  of  their  genuineness.    We,  as  a  school,  have 
passed  through  the  days  of  nonage,  and  with  opportunities  for  de- 
veloping the  whole  field  of  medical  science,  can  give  up  the  devel- 
opment of  therapeutics,  (once  our  legitimate  calling)  to  those  of  us 
best  fitted  for  the  task,  and  demonstrate  our  fitness  for  all  depart- 
ments of  medical  work  equally  with  our  fellows  in  the  other  school. 
Time  has  accorded  to  us  an  undisputed  demonstration  of  the  truth 
of  our  law,  though  its  universality  is  questioned,  and  our  claims  to 
consideration  are  recognized  on  all  sides.    Ainstie,  Ringer,  Phillips, 
Bartholow,  and  many  others  yielded  a  partial  allegiance  to  the  law 

of  similars,  and  there  are  few  to-day  who  would  deny  our  claim  to 
a  place  among  scientists.    We  must  recognize  a  community  of  in- 
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terests  in  medicine,  and  look  upon  our  old-school  neighbor  as  a  col- 
league, and  a  fellow-student  at  the  shrine  of  nature. 

You  will  often  be  called  upon  to  hear  the  quarrels  of  rival  schools, 
"pathies,"  and  doctors  spoken  of,  half-jestingly,  as  matters  of  tradition, 
something  characteristic.  Tradition,as  usual,is  only  half  true,for  there 
is  no  single  calling  in  which  jealousy  of  rivals  is  not  known.  The 
grocer  who  moralizes  on  the  petty  squabbles  of  doctors,  in  the  next 
breath  will  question  the  purity  of  his  neighbor's  sugar,  or  the  fresh- 
ness of  his  butter.  Alas!  even  in  the  church,  we  meet  men  who, 
with  a  profession  of  love  and  charity  toward  all,  have  a  lingering 
doubt  about  the  orthodoxy  of  that  church  over  the  way.  We  can 
comfort  ourselves,  therefore,  with  the  reflection  that  if  doctors  some- 
times quarrel,  it  is  only  in  obedience  to  what  seems  a  demand  of 
our  imperfect  human  nature,  and  the  quarrel  has  this  to  recommend 
it  that  the  subject  is  the  best  means  to  treat  our  patients,and  thus  in- 
crease the  happiness  by  improving  the  health  ot  mankind. 

So  on  this  point  let  me  say,  whilst  conceding  all  to  the  other 
schools  which  they  may  rightfully  claim,  viz:  honesty  of  purpose, 
never  permit  yourselves  to  be  treated  as  something  less  than  a 
physician  because  you  are  a  homoeopath.  The  State  of  Iowa  to-day 
gives  you  a  degree  that  is  not  second  to  that  which  it  gives  to  your 
fellows  of  the  other  department;  nay  it  gives  you  something  more, 
for  while  you  are  both  created  Doctors  of  Medicine,  you  are  also 
created  Doctors  of  Homoeopathic  Medicine.  Let  your  rivalry  and 
contest  be,  therefore,  with  those  you  may  meet  of  the  other  school, 
to  see  who  can  do  the  most  good  to  his  fellow-men.  The  law  of 
natural  selection  is  immutable,  and  only  the  best  will  survive  the 
struggle. 

II.  You  owe  a  duty  to  your  Alma  Mater,  What  is  the  partic- 
ular duty  that  you,  as  homoeopathic  graduates,  have  to  acknowl- 
edge and  how  is  it  to  be  performed?  To  foster  her  interests,  de- 
fend her  from  assaults,  and  use  every  effort  in  your  power  to  put 
her  in  the  way  of  acquiring  the  best  means  to  carry  out  her  ends,and 
increase  her  efficiency.  In  other  words,  whilst  you  derive  reputation 
from  the  lustre  of  your  Alma  Mater,  she  is  likewise  honored  in  the 
character  and  worthiness  of  her  children.  Want  of  time  forbids  dwell- 
ing upon  these  duties  at  length,  and  I  will  simply  allude  to  one  para- 
mount and  obvious  obligation.    The  day  cannot  be  far  distant,  in- 
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deed,  if  I  interpret  the  signs  of  the  times  correctly,  it  is  in  the  near 
future,  when  a  radical  change  in  the  methods  of  medical  teaching, 
and  a  material  elevation  of  the  standard  of  medical  education,  will 
be  demanded  by  society.  Our  State  institutions  should  naturally  take 
the  lead  in  this  reform,  and  that  you  may  be  prepared  to  take  part 
in  the  movement  let  us  consider,  briefly,  our  relation  to  Universities 
under  State  control  and  patronage.  You  must  use  your  influence 
in  public  and  private,  to  secure  the  consideration  and  influence  your 
college  has  a  right  to  demand. 

The  profession  of  medicine  demands  the  individual  members 
thereof  to  be  familiar  with  the  arts  and  sciences  incident  to  its  prac- 
tice, and  for  convenience,  as  well  as  because  the  arrangement  is  nat- 
ural and  necessary,  the  studies  have  been  divided  into  Fundamental, 
Therapeutic  and  Collateral.  The  first  includes  Anatomy,  Physi- 
ology and  Chemistry,  which  have  nothing  to  do  with  therapeutics 
excepting  as  they  are  related  to  it  as  principles  to  practice.  The 
•ame  may  be  said  of  the  collateral  branches,  which  include  such 
studies  as  Botany,  Microscopy,  Physics,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
The  Therapeutic  branches  include  Materia  Medica,  Theory  and 
Practice,  Surgery,  and  Obstetrics;  they  are  therapeutic  because  they 
have  to  do  with  the  treatment  of  morbid  conditions.  Each  of  them 
include  many  subdivisions,  which  might,  under  favorable  circum- 
stances, demand  a  separate  teacher  for  each. 

Now  in  a  University  such  as  this  in  which  there  are  schools  of 
medicine  of  different  therapeutic  convictions,  to  furnish  the  student 
with  a  thorough  education,  such  as  he  and  the  people  in  general 
have  a  right  to  demand,  and  which  will  be  creditable  to  the  college 
issuing  a  degree,  while  the  fundamental  and  collateral  branches 
may  and  should  be  taught  in  common,  the  therapeutic  chairs  should 
have  separate  organization.  Practice  and  Materia  Medica  have 
always  been  recognized  as  demanding  this  separation,  but  it  has  invari- 
ably required  some  argument  to  secure  the  same  recognition  for  Sur- 
gery and  Obstetrics.  I  shall  attempt  to  give  some  reasons  why 
these  chairs  should  be  filled  in  a  homoeopathic  faculty  in  a  Univer- 
sity in  which  both  systems  of  medicine  are  taught.  What  I  shall 
have  to  say  is  more  particularly  referable  to  surgery,  that  being  the 
department  of  medicine  to  which  I  owe  allegiance,  yet  little  will  be 
required  to  paraphrase  it,  to  apply  equally  well  to  obstetrics. 
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In  popular  estimation  surgery  is  a  mere  mechanic  art,  having 
to  do  solely  with  accidents  and  the  instrumental  treatment  of  such 
conditions  as  may  possibly  demand  an  operation.  The  competent 
student  of  medecine  knows  that  this  is  wide  of  the  truth.  There  is 
nothing  known  to  the  physician  that  is  not  equally  necessary  to  the 
surgeon;  nothing  in  the  whole  range  of  natural  science  that  does 
not  somewhere  furnish  aid  to  the  surgeon. 

We  are  compelled  to  study  the  building  up  of  nerve-tissue, 
either  to  repair  loss  or  as  an  element  of  morbid  action;  and  in  do- 
ing so  call  to  our  aid  the  labors  of  the  microscopist  and  histologist. 
We  are  called  upon  to  investigate  the  origin  and  first  forms  of  tu- 
mors, and  other  morbid  growths,  requiring  the  aid  furnished  us  by 
physiology.  We  assume  to  treat  deformities,  of  congenital  origin 
and  the  first  question,  in  estimating  treatment,  is  to  differentiate  be- 
tween arrested  developement  and  malformation;  here  a  knowledge 
of  embryology  is  essential.  We  have  stone  in  the  bladder  to  treat, 
at  once  to  remove  the  effect  of  a  morbid  action,  and  to  prevent  a 
recurance ;  this  necessitates  an  appeal  to  physiological  and  organic 
chemistry.  We  have  to  remove  organs  or  parts,  and  anatomy  as- 
sumes rank  of  the  first  importance  in  planning  and  carrying  out  the 
details  of  the  operation.  We  have  to  heal  the  wound  made  in  our 
operation,  and  can  only  assure  certainty,  speed  and  safety  as  our 
knowledge  of  Materia  Medica  is  exact  and  trustworthy.  We  are  to 
decide  upon  the  methods  of  treatment  in  a  given  case,  and  can  only 
determine  in  favor  of  operative  or  medicinal  measures  as  we  are  fa- 
miliar with  the  resource  of  medicine  and  the  laws  of  general  path- 
ology. We  are  asked  for  a  prognosis  in  a  case  in  which  the  answer 
will  affect  large  business,  testamentary  or  judicial  interests,  and  can 
only  approximate  accuracy  as  we  understand  the  natural  history  of 
disease.  So  at  every  turn,  in  the  daily  round  of  duties  of  the  sur- 
geon, does  he  find  his  art  in  close  relation  to  the  whole  science  and 
art  of  medicine,  and  none  can  draw  a  line,  in  the  map  of  medical 
science,  and  say :  "Here  is  the  boundary  of  Surgery." 

Let  us  admit,  simply  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the  prov- 
ince of  the  surgical  practitioner  is  to  treat  only  such  cases  as  demand 
operative  methods.  His  relation  to  therapeutics,  even  then  com- 
mences with  his  first  interview  with  the  patient,  ceases  only  at  the 
moment  he  takes  the  knife  in  hand,  and  recommences  as  soon  as  the 
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last  artery  is  tied  and  the  last  stitch  taken.  In  chronic  cases  the 
patient  must  be  prepared  for  the  operation  in  accordance  with  the 
therapeutic  faith  of  the  operator;  his  wound  must  be  treated  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  same  considerations,  and  from  first  to  last  the 
operation  is  an  interlude,  a  mere  episode  in  the  treatment  of  the 
case. 

The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  every  State  homoeopathic  college 
will  have  its  own  teacher  of  surgery.  The  aspect  of  morbid  action  is 
radically  different  in  the  two  schools.  The  one,  sees  the  sum  total 
in  the  pathological  anatomy;  views  it  as  a  materialist.  The  other, 
views  it  as  a  vitalist,  in  which  structural  changes  represent  the  result 
of  antecedent  molecular,  cellular,  or  purely  functional  abnormality. 
Take,  for  example,  the  chapter  on  Ulcers  in  almost  any  text-book, 
or  the  "notes"  in  the  student's  note-book,  and  you  will  almost  inva- 
riably find  the  statement,  that  "they  are  due  to  a  bruise,  wound,  or 
some  kind  of  injury."  Why  it  is  the  same  with  tumors,  with  in- 
flammation, and  a  dozen  other  conditions.  Why  should  the  same 
injury  result  in  such  different  sequelae  in  different  individuals?  Noth- 
ing is  said  of  inflammation  as  a  direct  etiological  factor;  nothing  as 
to  the  peculiarities  in  the  process  that  detejmines  an  ulcer  in  one 
case  and  suppuration  in  another.  In  a  word,  the  one  is  occupied  in 
treating  a  disease,  a  mere  arbitrary  name,  and  will  be  satified  when 
it  is  discovered  that  the  patient  has  an  ulcer.  The  other  will  treat 
a  sick  person  suffering  from  an  ulcer  as  a  single  symptom  of  his 
malady ;  will  commence  with  the  ulcer,  and  not  rest  until  it  is  de- 
termined why  the  patient  should  have  such  a  symptom. 

Homoeopathy,  as  a  system  of  therapeutics,  has  the  same  rela- 
tion to  surgical  that  it  sustains  to  general  pathology.  Who  would 
seriously  propose  to  send  our  students  to  the  Professor  of  Practice, 
in  the  other  department,  for  instruction  in  general  pathology,  and 
return  him  to  us  for  instruction  in  general  therapeutics  ?  The  neces- 
sity for  a  full  chair  in  this  department  is  generally  admitted  and  re- 
quires no  argument;  yet  it  is  just  as  much  a  fallacy  to  require  it  of 
the  students  of  surgical  pathology;  nay,  more  so,  inasmuch  as  in 
surgical  cases  there  is  a  question  of  choice  of  treatment,  medicinal 
or  instrumental,  and  a  decision  can  only  be  based  upon  the  therapeu- 
tic faith  of  the  teacher.  If  he  decides  upon  an  operation,  his  thera- 
peutics then  become  of  paramount  importance  in  conducting  the 
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after  treatment;  if  medicinal  measures  are  to  be  employed,  he  must 
have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  natural  history  of  disease  as 
viewed  by  the  homoeopath. 

Having  become  convinced  that  your  college  cannot  properly 
perform  its  work  without  a  full  equipment,  you  are  next  to  enquire 
what  should  be  the  professional  character  of  the  occupants  of  these 
chairs.  As  I  shall  attempt  to  show  you  later,  the  present  age  de- 
mands an  elevation  of  the  standard  of  medical  education,  and  the 
school  will  be  the  best  patronized,  and  receive  the  greatest  profes- 
sional consideration  and  respect,  that  furnishes  this.  We  must  ad- 
mit that  the  mere  fact  of  a  medical  college  being  organized  will  not 
give  assurance  that  it  is  any  better  than  its  neighbors;  it  must  give 
some  tangible  promise  of  being  able  to  do  good  work,  either  in  the 
extent,  or  recognized  ability  of  its  faculty,  or  some  notable  improve- 
ment in  the  curriculum.  Good  students  will  be  drawn  to  the  school 
that  promises  the  most  for  their  money;  where  they  can  learn  the 
most  is  where  they  want  to  go;  where  they  can  get  the  6esty  is 
where  their  interest  lies.  The  question  of  first  importance  to  the 
governing  power,  is  to  secure  the  best  teaching  force  obtainable. 
By  "best"  I  mean,  those  who  have  reputation  as  teachers,  authors, 
or  practitioners,  whose  name  will  be  a  guarantee  of  careful  and  ad- 
equate instruction;  men  who  command  the  confidence  of  the  pro- 
fession at  large.  The  selection  of  teachers  must  be  made  with  sole 
reference  to  the  reputation  they  can  give  the  college.  Having  used 
your  influence,  therefore,  to  place  your  faculty  in  proper  position  as 
to  numbers,  see  to  it  that  it  is  not  allowed  to  suffer  for  lack  of  qual- 
lification  in  other,  not  less  important,  particulars.  The  work  your 
college  has  done  in  the  past  could  never  have  been  done  had  not  the 
gentlemen  so  long  identified  with  it  been  of  the  high  professional 
character  they  are.  It  is  not  only  that  you  have  a  college  in  Iowa 
that  has  given  the  school  such  a  flattering  measure  of  success,  but 
that  the  school  has  been  served  by  the  distinguished  gentlemen  on 
the  platform  with  me  to-day. 

III.  Finally,  ^<?tf  owe  a  duty  to  society.  This  duty  is  to  be 
honored  by  using  your  utmost  endeavor  to  improve  and  elevate  the 
standing  and  ability  of  the  whole  profession,  which  will  keep  pace 
with  the  improvements  in  the  college  requirements  of  a  higher 
standard  for  matriculation,  as  well  as  a  much  higher  standard  for 
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graduation.  When  we  compare  our  system  of  medical  education 
with  that  obtaining  in  Europe,or  even  our  neighbour  Ontario,we  are 
struck  with  a  painful  sense  of  inferiority,  which  is  not  lessened  by 
the  fact  that  the  supply  of  doctors  to-day  almost  exceeds  the  de- 
mand. To  the  six  or  eight  years  of  undergraduate  life  in  Europe, 
we  offer  two,  or  at  most  three,  without  any  attempt  at  gradation, 
and  none  of  discrimination,  between  those  of  different  degrees  of 
excellence.  All  alike,  in  this  country,  leave  college  with  the  Doc- 
torate, the  highest  degree  that  can  be  given ;  or  if,  as  has  occurred 
in  one  instance,  the  doctor  wishes  mother  degrees,  he  can  take  a.  post- 
graduate course  and  receive  a  promotion  backward;  he  can  be 
made  a  Batchelor  in  a  science  in  which  he  has  already  attained  the 
Doctorate.  We  cannot  wonder  that  American  medical  degrees  are 
of  no  value  in  Europe,  when  we  notice  the  ease  with  which  they 
are  obtained,  and  the  little  pre-matriculate  study  required.  We 
find,  even  at  home,  that  they  are  so  little  valued  that  the  military 
departments  of  the  government  refuse  to  receive  them  as  testimo- 
nials of  fitness.  The  Army,  Navy,  and  Marine  Hospital  services 
are  crippled  for  lack  of  a  full  corps,  and  yet  with  the  respective 
Boards  for  examination  in  continuous  session,  and  a  rigid  require- 
ment that  applicants  shall  be  within  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and 
thirty,  scarcely  two  in  ten  pass  the  examinations  successfully !  The 
significance  of  this  fact  is,  that  the  age  of  the  candidates  compels 
them  to  come  right  from  college  before  the  boards,  and  yet  their 
freshness  from  the  lecture  room  does  not  save  them  for  rejection  for 
want  of  knowledge.  What  must  be  said  of  a  system  of  education 
that  fails  to  prepare  its  graduates  for  acceptance  in  the  employ  of 
the  government  under  which  it  lives!  The  people  themselves,  for 
their  own  protection,  demand  a  higher  standard  of  qualification  for 
medical  practitioners;  the  State  owe  them  as  much  protection  from 
disease  as  they  do  from  crime,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  things  will 
permit.  The  first  consideration,  to  meet  both  these  requirements, 
is  to  foster  State  control  of  medical  education.    But  this  will  be 

touched  upon  later. 

I  think  it  is  quite  generally  conceded,  by  thoughtful  medical 

men,  that  nothing  can  be  gained  in  medical  advancement,  until  an 

actual  graded  system  is  universally  adopted,  the  terms  lengthened, 

and  a  higher  preliminary  education  demanded.    The  graded  course 

should  be  actual,  not  nominal ;  obligatory,  not  optional.    The  terms 
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should  correspond  to  the  ordinary  college  years,  both  in  length  and 
number.  The  pre-matriculate  study  should  at  least  be  sufficient  to 
qualify  for  admission  to  the  sophomore  class  in  a  college  of  arts,  if 
a  degree  in  arts  is  not  to  be  demanded.  The  student  should  gradu- 
ate as  a  Batchelor  or  Master,  and  earn  his  Doctorate  by  merit  post 
graduate.  Of  course  it  will  be  long  years,  if  ever,  ere  this  can  be  rea- 
lized. We  can  all  do  something,  however,  to  improve  the  present  stat- 
us, and  facilitate  the  growth  of  better  things.  To-day  you  will  snake 
off  the  undergraduate  character,  and  assume  a  rank  that  entitles  you 
to  become  preceptors  in  your  turn.  Let  this  be  your  fixed  deter- 
mination :  Never  receive  a  student  into  your  office  who  is  not  able 
to  pass  examination  for  a  teacher's  certificate;  never  admit  one  into 
your  office  who  is  not  qualified  by  intelligence  and  breeding  to  meet 
cultivated,  refined  people  on  a  social  equality.  By  adhering  to  this 
resolution,  and  by  doing  your  utmost  to  keep  pace  with  the  progress 
of  science,  you  will  hasten  the  reformation  of  medical  education  by 
showing  the  people,  in  your  own  person,  what  a  cultivated,  intelli- 
gent, scientific  physician  is,  and  by  your  acts  teach  them  what  a 
real  blessing  such  an  one  may  be  to  the  community  in  which  he 
lives. 

Now,  gentlemen,  why  do  I  speak  of  these  matters  on  an  occa- 
sion like  the  present?  The  answer  is  easy: — You  are  here  to-day 
as  the  representatives  of  a  system  of  education  that  has  made  your 
State  honored  wherever  the  English  language  is  spoken;  as  disci- 
ples of  a  therapeutic  faith  that  has  battled  against  organized  con- 
servatism for  nearly  a  century.  After  a  struggle  in  which  no  weap- 
on has  been  too  dastardly,  and  no  device  too  contemptible  to  arm 
the  hands  of  your  assailants,  you  stand  as  living  evidences  of  your 
right  to  live!  When  Hahnemann  was  driven  out  of  Leipsic, 
when  Homoeopathy  was  strangled  by  process  of  law  in  Germany, 
Austria,  and  Russia;  when  medical  Boards  and  Councils,  endowed 
with  judicial  powers  attempted  to  stay  its  progress  in  England; 
when  Pulte,  in  Cincinnati,  was  compelled  to  have  his  wife  ride 
with  him  in  his  daily  round  of  duty  to  protect  him  from  insult  and 
ill-treatment;  when  the  Cleveland  college  was  called  upon  to  sus- 
tain a  siege  from  an  infuriated  mob;  and  when  VanArnim  attempt- 
ed to  give  us  the  coup  de  grace  by  declaring  us  to  be  ineligible  for 
the  position  of  Pension  Surgeons;  when  all  this,  and  more  than  I 
have  time  to  tell  or  you  patience  to  listen  to,  was  done  in  the  vain 
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attempt  to  cover  the  adherents  to  the  law  of  Similars  with  obloquy, 
none  were  wild  enough  to  hope  that  a  day  would  ever  come  when 
States,  by  act  of  legislature,  would  administer  our  colleges,  and  pro- 
tect our  interests.  Few  could  believe  that  courts  of  law  would  pro- 
tect our  reputations,  and  punish  those  who  called  us  "quacks;"  that 
the  United  States  would,  with  the  authority  of  its  President,  declare 
us  on  a  par  with  other  medical  men  as  to  the  right  of  appointment 
as  Pension  Surgeons;  above  all  none  would  believe  that  conserva- 
tive England  would  listen  to  an  appeal,  from  one  of  the  dominant 
school,  to  accord  us  the  ordinary  right  of  medical  men,  as  occurred 
at  the  late  meeting  of  the  British  congress.  Now,  when  we  have 
secured  recognition  from  medical  synods  and  legislative  bodies, 
when  we  have  earned  and  occupied  a  place  among  the  sciences,  it  is 
becoming  in  us  to  further  prove  our  legitimacy  by  taking  advanced 
ground  in  the  demand  for  an  improvement  in  medical  education. 
This  is  one  reason  why  I  present  this  subject  to  you  at  this  time. 

Again,  as  graduates  of  the  University  of  Iowa,  as  those  who 
are  naturally  and  properly  solicitous  for  its  welfare  and  good  name, 
it  is  fitting  that  you  should  do  what  lies  in  your  power  to  put  it  in 
the  very  front  rank  of  medical  schools,  thereby  honoring  it  fully  as 
much  as  you  honor  yourselves.  The  practical  work  of  medical  re- 
form must  originate  in  State  Institutions.  Private  colleges  are 
compelled,  unfortunately,  to  bid  for  student  patronage  rather  than 
professional  esteem,  as  they  are  entirely  dependent  upon  the  fees 
from  students  for  their  existence,  and  the  most  students  will  be  found 
in  schools  that  give  degrees  for  the  smallest  consideration.  They 
must  learn  that  the  school  which  rejects  the  largest  number  of  ap- 
plicants, both  for  matriculation  and  graduation,  will  soon  become 
far  more  famous  than  one  which  passes  the  most.  An  institution 
such  as  this,  with  little  if  any  interest  in  fees,  and  practically  inde- 
pendent of  students'  support,  is  in  a  position  to  dictate  to  other 
schools  less  favorably  situated.  It  only  needs  to  appreciate  the  ne- 
cessity for  reform,  to  inaugurate  a  system  of  education  that  from  the 
enhanced  value  of  its  diploma  will  attract  to  its  halls  all  who  are 
actuated  by  the  true  spirit  of  students,  and  who  will  be  an  honor  to 
the  profession  when  finally  admitted  into  its  fold.  Its  reputation 
will  rest  upon  the  character  and  acquirements  of  its  alumni,  rather 
than  the  size  of  its  graduating  classes.    In  fact  I  deem  this  the  le- 
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gitimate  mission  of  State  schools,  to  signalize  their  freedom  from 
pecuniary  considerations  by  leading  the  way  into  higher  and  broad- 
er avenues  of  professional  culture. 

Such,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  consider  to  be  the  character  of 
the  duties  you  have  this  day  voluntarily  assumed,  and  tacitly  ac- 
knowledged. To  forget  your  Alma  Mater,  would  be  ingratitude; 
to  forget  your  best  interests  and  those  of  the  profession  into  which 
you  are  now  enrolled,  would  be  the  rankest  treason ;  to  decline  to 
make  an  effort  to  advance  the  interests  of  society,  at  once  your  pat- 
ron and  the  object  of  your  care,  would  stamp  you  as  recreant  to  a 
trust  solemnly  committed  to  you,  and  openly  assumed.  To  per- 
form these  duties  honestly,  efficiently  and  unfalteringly,  should  be 
the  pride  of  your  life;  and  well  assured  am  I,  that  with  the  obliga- 
tions constantly  in  your  mind,  none  connected  with  this  University, 
or  the  school  from  which  yfour  diploma  issues,  will  ever  have  ®cca- 
sion  to  regret  that  they  have  sponsored  your  birth  into  the  medical 
profession. 


CONCERNING  THE  EDUCATION  OF  WOMEN. 

The  New  York  Medical  Times  says:  "At  the  recent  meeting 
in  this  city,  called  in  the  interest  of  the  movement  to  admit  women 
to  the  University  of  New  York,  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions 
as  men,  Dr.  W.  H.  Draper,  in  some  remarks  commending  the  pro- 
ject, declared  that  there  was  no  anatomical  difference  between  the 
nervous  system  of  man  and  woman.  We  were  not  prepared  for 
this  observation  from  Professor  Draper,  and  must  regard  it  as  one 
of  those  unhappy  slips  of  the  tongue  which  one  unaccustomed  to 
extemporaneous  speaking  is  so  liable  to  make,  especially  as  the 
statement  was  not  essential  to  his  argument.  Unless  we  are  all 
astray  with  our  anatomy,  the  anatomy  of  the  nervous  system  of 
the  sexes  differs  as  widely  as  does  the  anatomy  of  the  other  parts  of 
their  organisms.  Indeed,  the  difference  of  function  and  character 
of  the  sexes,  wide  as  that  difference  is,  is  no  greater  than  that  of 
their  anatomy,  not  only  of  the  nervous  system  but  also  of  the  bones 
and  sinews,  form  and  structure.  This  difference,  however,  is  no 
reason  why  one  sex  should  not  enjoy  all  the  advantages  afforded  the 
other  for  learning  and  scholarship,  work  and  recreation,  power  and 
profit.  There  ought  to  be  equal  privileges  of  education  extended 
to  both  sexes;  and  to  this  end  we  hope  to  see  the  University  of 
New  York  open  its  doors  as  widely  to  women  as  to  men." 
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PROF.  H.  F.  BIGGAR,  A.  B.,  M.  D.,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO,EDITOR. 

TREATMENT  OF  ULCERS  BY  THE  TRANS- 
PLANTATION  OF  SKIN  * 


BY  H.  POMEROY,  M.  D. 



Epidermic  or  skin  grafting  as  a  curative  measure  in  the  treat- 
ment of  ulcers  is  said  to  have  been  introduced  by  Reverdin,  of 
France  in  1869,  since  which  time  the  process  has  been  modified  and 
adopted  by  many  practitioners,  and  often  with  results  truly  remark- 
able. The  following  case  will  illustrate  the  general  method  of  pro- 
ceedure  in  this  process  of  cure. 

Case.  L.  McE.,  of  Pa.,  boy  aged  seven  years,  came  under  my 
care  Nov.  17, 1881. 

The  previous  history  of  the  case  is  as  follows:  In  May,  1880, 
while  attempting  to  climb  upon  a  moving  wagon,  the  boy  lost  his 
balance,  and  as  he  fell  his  right  leg  was  caught  between  the  spokes 
of  one  of  the  wheels;  the  result  was  the  tearing  off  of  the  skin, 
subcutaneous  tissue  and  part  of  the  muscular  substance  from  the  leg. 
The  injured  surface  was  quite  extensive  as  it  entirely  encircled  the 
limb  and  extended  from  the  upper  edge  of  the  patella  in  front  and 
just  below  the  popliteal  space  behind,  nearly  to  the  malleoli. 

The  case  was  in  the  hands  of  the  so-called  "Regulars"  from 
the  time  of  injury  to  the  time  it  came  under  my  care,  but  during 
this  time  (18  months)  very  little  headway  was  made  in  the  healing 
process.  The  boy  had  received  no  constitutional  treatment  and  was 
in  a  very  anaemic  condition — his  appetite  poor,  his  stomach  weak — 
shown  by  indigestion  and  frequent  attacks  of  vomiting.  The  granu- 
lations were  soft  and  quite  sensitive.  The  edges  of  the  ulcer  were 
raised  above  the  surface  and  there  existed  small  ulcers  in  the  cicatri- 
cial tissue  near  the  border  of  the  main  ulcer. 

The  boy  was  put  upon  Silicea  6x  attenuation,  a  dose  every 

*Read  before  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Cleveland  Homoeopathic 
Hospital  College,  March  8,  1882. 
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three  hours,  and  the  granulating  surface,  after  being  cleansed  by 
soaking  up  the  pus  with  pieces  of  soft  linen,  was  dressed  with  Cal- 
amine cerate.  Every  other  day  the  ulcer  was  washed  with  a  solu- 
tion of  corrosive  sublimate,  two  grains  to  the  pint  of  water. 

The  ulcer  seemed  to  improve  somewhat  under  this  treatment 
until  the  boy  after  about  ten  days  was  attacked  with  diphtheria  and 
for  several  days  was  quite  sick. 

As  a  result  of  this  attack  the  granulations  assumed  an  unhealthy 
appearance  and  sloughed.  A  stimulating  solution  of  Nitrate  of  sil- 
ver (20  grs.to  oz.)  was  used  and  from  the  symptoms  the  boy  was  given 
Ars.  alb.  6x  dilution,  and  eight  drops  of  dialized  iron  in  a  little 
water  was  given  before  each  meal  with  marked  benefit,  shown  by 
the  improvement  in  his  general  condition,  increased  appetite,  etc. 

Care  was  exercised  that  the  patient  should  have  a  good  nour- 
ishing diet,  consisting  principally  of  milk,  beef  and  vegetables. 

The  granulations  beginning  to  assume  an  healthy  appearance 
the  process  of  skin  grafting  was  commenced  on  Dec.  30,  1881,  as 
follows: 

The  granulating  surface  was  first  cleansed  by  allowing  a  gentle 
stream  of  carbolized  water  in  the  proportion  of  one  drachm  of  the 
acid  to  the  pint  of  water,  to  flow  upon  it  from  a  sponge.  Then 
from  the  outside  of  the  arm  of  the  boy's  father  with  a  pair  of 
sharp  curved  scissors,  I  incised  small  particles  of  skin,  first  raising 
the  skin  with  a  pair  of  "Deffenbach's"  forceps  or  with  a  needle, 
the  latter  seemed  to  act  better  than  the  forceps,  as  with  it  smaller 
pieces  could  be  secured.  Care  was  taken  to  secure  small  pieces, 
from  the  size  of  a  pin  head  to  one-fourth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  go- 
ing simply  deep  enough  to  show  dots  of  blood  but  not  sufficiently 
deep  to  cause  it  to  flow  freely. 

These  particles  of  skin  were  placed  with  the  raw  surface  down- 
ward upon  the  granulating  surface  about  half  an  inch  apart  and  the 
same  distance  from  the  margin  of  the  ulcer.  At  the  same  time 
some  of  the  grafts  were  scattered  over  the  granulating  surface  pro- 
miscuously. 

If  the  portion  of  skin  removed  was  larger  than  desired  for 
planting  it  was  divided  into  as  many  pieces  as  was  desired  by  plac- 
ing it  upon  a  cork  or  thumb  nail  and  dividing  with  a  scalpel. 
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The  grafts  were  retained  in  position  by  strips  of  isinglass  ad- 
hesive plaster,  or  small  squares  of  the  rubber  tissue  which  comes  with 
"Lister's  dressing,"  first  immersed  in  a  solution  of  Thymol  (8  grs. 
to  the  oz.  glycerine).  The  rubber  tissue  seems  preferable  as  it  is 
not  so  liable  to  stick  to  the  grafts  and  thus  disturb  them  when  the 
dressing  is  removed. 

The  surface  of  the  ulcer  was  exposed  to  the  atmosphere  at  a 
temperature  of  70°  for  one  or  two  hours  which  glazed  it  over  and 
aided  in  keeping  the  grafts  in  place.  The  granulating  surface  was 
then  covered  with  a  layer  of  patent  lint  spread  with  cosmoline,  this 
being  retained  by  a  roller  applied  with  considerable  firmness  in  or- 
der to  secure  pressure  upon  the  grafts.  The  patient  was  placed  in 
bed  and  the  limb  kept  in  an  horizontal  position  until  the  removal  of 
the  first  dressing  after  transplanting. 

This  first  dressing  was  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed  for  about 
three  days  when  it  was  carefully  removed  and  the  ulcer  cleansed. 
At  first  the  ulcer  was  cleansed  with  water  but  as  this  seemed  to  in- 
jure the  granulations  washing  was  dispensed  with  entirely  and  the 
cleansing  all  accomplished  by  means  of  soft  linen  cloths. 

Upon  close  inspection  some  of  the  grafts  were  found  to  be 
fixed  where  they  were  placed,  others  were  floating  about  in  the  pus 
which  had  accumulated,  and  some  were  removed  with  the  dressing 
or  had  disappeared  by  absorption. 

In  the  interval  between  the  grafting  the  ulcer  was  dressed  daily 
either  with  simple  cosmoline,  or  if  indicated  to  stimulate  the  granu- 
lations whenever  there  was  a  tendency  to  degenerate  under  the  use 
of  the  Cosmoline  one  of  the  following  preparations  was  substituted, 
viz :  Oxide  of  zinc  ointment,  Balsam  of  Peru  ointment,  Calendula 
cerate,  powdered  Iodoform,  or  Carbolized  oil. 

After  a  week  or  ten  days  small  dots  of  an  opaque  whitish  ap- 
pearance could  be  observed.  These  dots  indicated  the  location  of 
new  skin  formations.  These  continued  to  increase  in  size  extending 
in  all  directions,  prolongations  being  visible  extending  from  the 
margin  towards  the  grafts.  The  grafts  rarely  assumed  a  size  larger 
than  a  silver  ten  cent  piece  but  new  life  seemed  to  be  imparted  to 
the  ulcers,  and  the  process  of  cicatrization  progressed  rapidly. 
Even  in  those  cases  where   the  grafts  were  apparently  absorbed 
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and  failed  to  grow  the  reparative  process  seemed  too  have  been  aid- 
ed by  the  absorption,  as  cicatrization  progressed  rapidly  from  the  edge 
of  the  ulcer. 

The  grafting  process  was  repeated  at  intervals  of  from  one  to 
three  weeks.  Sometimes  only  a  few  pieces  were  planted,  at  others 
one  hundred  or  more  of  them  were  used. 

I  observed  that  consecutive  transplantations  of  a  small  number 
of  pieces  near  the  margin  of  the  ulcer  "took  better"  and  acted  more 
perfectly  than  where  there  were  numerous  insertions,  scattered  all 
over  the  granulating  surface. 

The  new  skin  formed  seemed  to  differ  but  little  from  the  ordi- 
nary cicatricial  tissue,  being  of  course  smooth,  and  devoid  of  hair 
follicles  and  sweat  glands,  but  there  did  not  seem  to  be  such  a  strong 
tendency  to  cicatricial  contraction  in  the  new  skin  resulting  from 
the  grafting  process  as  in  ordinary  cicatrical  tissue. 

REPORT  OF  FIVE  SURGICAL  CLINICS 

PRESENTED  BEFORE  THE  CLASS  OF  1881-82,  BY  PROF.  H.  F.  BIGGAR, 
A.  B.,  M.  D.,  AT  THE  CLEVELAND  HOM.  HOSP.  COLLEGE. 

Reported  by  L.  y.  Olmsted. 

OSTEO-SARCOMA. 

No.  1.  Oct.  6,  1881.  Miss  Kent,  aet.  20;  presented  through 
the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Gleason,  of  this  city. 

Was  suffering  from  a  bony  tumor  of  the  right  superior  max- 
illa, which  after  examination  was  diagnosed  Osteo-Sarcoma,  a  ma- 
lignant disease  of  the  bone,  which,  if  not  soon  removed  would  in- 
volve the  surrounding  structures  and  endanger  the  patient's  life. 

Prognosis.  Guarded,  as  there  is  a  liability  of  a  return  of  the 
tumor. 

Treatment.  Removal.  Terrible  as  the  operation  might  be 
the  fatal  consequences  called  for  immediate  measures. 

Operation  for  removal :  The  patient  being  anaesthetized,  an  in- 
cision was  made  from  a  point  one-half  inch  below  the  inner  canthus 
of  the  right  eye,  following  the  contour  of  the  nose,  to  and  down 
the  median  line  of  the  upper  lip.  The  tissues  were  carefully  dissect- 
ed back,  exposing  the  bony  tumor  which  was  removed  entire. 

'5 
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The  hemorrhage  was  profuse,  with  danger  of  obstructing  the 
throat,  thereby  causing  strangulation.  This  danger  was  avoided  by 
the  use  of  sponges,  in  the  hands  of  an  assistant,  and  were  these 
measures  of  no  avail,  everything  was  in  readiness  to  perform  tra- 
cheotomy. Having  controlled  the  hemorrhage  by  ligating  the 
main  vessels  and  by  continued  application  of  hot  water,  the  edges 
of  the  wound  were  carefully  co-aptated  and  joined  by  nineteen  sut- 
ures of  carbolized  horse  hair. 

The  wound  was  then  dressed  with  an  infusion  of  Calendula 
flowers,  and  the  cavity  to  be  washed  out  twice  daily  with  Calendula 
water,  while  the  inflammation  was  to  be  anticipated  by  the  internal 
administration  of  Aconite  3x  every  two  hours. 

Oct.  20th.  By  this  time  the  wound  had  made  remarkable  pro- 
gress, having  healed  by  the  first  intention,  to  such  an  extent  that,  ex- 
cept on  close  inspection  no  cicatrix  could  be  detected.  There  had 
been  a  slight  exfoliation  of  the  bone  under  the  eye,  which  resulted 
in  the  discharge  of  a  spiculum  of  bone,  after  which  the  face  healed 
entirely. 

NECROSIS  LEFT  PARIETAL  BONE. 

No.  2.  Oct.  13,  1881.  Mr.  Weaver,  colored-  presented 
through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Beckwith,  of  this  city. 

History.  Nine  years  ago  was  run  over  by  a  carriage,  sustain- 
ing a  scalp  wound,  which  under  the  treatment  of  Drs.  Beckwith 
and  Schneider  healed  and  gave  him  no  trouble,  until  he  caught  cold, 
about  one  year  ago,  when  he  again  applied  to  Dr.  Beckwith  for 
treatment  for  a  diseased  condition  at  the  point  where  the  injury  was 
sustained  previously.  He  was  treated  both  locally  and  constitution- 
ally without  a  cure,  and  on  Oct.  13th  was  presented  at  Prof.  Big- 
gar's  clinic  with  the  following  symptoms:  The  scalp  closely  adhe- 
rent and  two  discharging  sinuses  on  the  left  side  with  some  tume- 
faction on  the  right  side. 

Diagnosis.  An  examination  with  the  probe  discloses  a  condi- 
tion of  necrosis  of  the  left  parietal  bone  at  the  posterior  superior 
angle. 

Treatment.  Operation  recommended,  assented  to,and  deferred 
one  week. 

Operation.    Oct.  20th.    Mr.  Weaver  presents  himself  for  an 
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operation  which  was  performed  as  follows:  The  patient  being 
anaesthetized,  a  longitudinal  incision  three  inches,  and  a  transverse, 
four  inches  in  length,  were  made.  The  integument  and  tissues  were 
dissected  back,  revealing  the  necrosed  bone,  which  was  more  gener- 
al in  extent  than  at  first  supposed.  The  periosteum  was  found  to 
be  very  much  thickened.  Having  removed  the  diseased  bone,  and 
checked  the  hemorrhage  by  compression,  the  wound  was  closed 
with  eight  silver  sutures,  leaving  the  lower  angle  open  for  drainage, 
and  dressed  with  hot  carbolated  water. 

Subsequently  the  wound  was  to  be  syringed  with  a  5%  solu- 
tion of  tepid  carbolated  water,  twice  a  day. 

Subsequent  Progress.  Nov.  3,  1881,  the  following  progress 
was  reported:  On  the  second  day  following  the  operation,  the  tem- 
perature rose  to  103°  and  pulse  to  130,  the  discharge  was  sanious 
and  unhealthy  with  considerable  sloughing  of  tissues. 

A  40-gr.  solution  of  Nitrate  of  Silver  was  used  as  often  as  was 
necessary  until  the  discharge  became  laudable.  Under  this  treat- 
ment, with  Aconite  internally,  the  temperature  and  pulse  became 
normal  on  the  6th  day. 

On  the  10th  day,  an  abscess  formed  about  one  inch  in  front  of 
the  wound,  which  was  opened  by  an  incision  one-half  inch  above 
the  ear,  syringed  out  with  a  5-per  cent,  solution  of  carbolated  water 
and  stimulated  with  a  40-gr  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver. 

From  now  on  the  wound  was  dressed  with  Turpentine  and 
Sweet  oil — one  part  to  two — the  abscess  closed  and  the  wound 
healed. 

AMPUTATION. 

No.  3.  History.  Charles  Parsons  last  wintej  was  the  sub- 
ject of  a  gangrenous  condition  of  both  feet,  the  result  of  freezing 
them,  and  though  there  was  but  little  expectation  of  favorable  re- 
sults, an  operation  was  decided  upon  as  a  dernier  ressort. 

Accordingly  Chopart's  operation  was  performed  upon  the  right 

foot  and  Hay's  on  the  left,  which  operations  were  followed  by  a 
siege  of  pyaemia,  from  which  he  recovered. 

Diagnosis.  To-day  he  presents  himself  with  the  following 
symptoms:    The  right  leg  has  healed  but  the  left  shows  dis- 
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charging  sinuses,  and  upon  probing  a  necrosed  condition  of  the  bone. 

Treatment  and  Operation,  An  operation  being  deemed  nec- 
essary, "Lister's  Antiseptic  Method"  being  used,  the  clinic  was 
anaesthetized  and  the  leg  amputated  at  about  the  juncture  of  the 
lower  and  middle  third. 

The  flap  was  taken  from  the  inner  aspect  of  the  leg  and  a 
periosteal  flap,  a  cushion  for  the  end  of  the  bones,  was  also  made. 

A  tourniquet  had  been  applied  over  the  popliteal,  reducing  the 
hemorrhage  to  the  minimum.  The  arteries  were  then  ligated  with 
the  whale's  tendon,  the  flap  was  adjusted,  held  by  eleven  sutures  of 
silver  wire  and  carbolized  horse-hair,  these  covered  with  a  strip  of 
swans-down  plaster,and  dressed  by  the  antiseptic  method;  a  layer 
of  lint  saturated  with  Turpentine  and  Sweet  oil — one  part  to  two — 
a  layer  of  antiseptic  gauze,  of  Macintosh  cloth  and  over  all  a  band- 
age. 

Oct.  20th.  Leg  is  doing  nicely.  A  slight  gangrenous  condi- 
tion was  removed  by  the  use  of  a  40-gr.  solution  of  Nitrate  of  sil- 
ver.   There  is  union  by  the  first  intention.    Same  dressing  applied. 

Oct.  27th.  Shows  advanced  improvement,  which  is  very  satis- 
factory. 

Nov.  10th.    There  is  now  complete  union  by  the  first  intention, 

and  the  case  is  discharged. 

i 

CERVICAL  LACERATION. 

No.  4.  Oct.  27,  1881.  Mrs.  Himmelman,  married.  The 
mother  of  several  children. 

History,    Her  labors  have  been  severe  and  difficult. 

Diagnosis.  An  examination,  digital  and  per  speculum,  dis- 
closes a  conditfon  of  cervical  laceration.  She  also  has  a  condition 
of  pelvic  cellulitis,  probably  referable  to  the  lacerated  cervix. 

Prognosis.    Favorable  with  an  operation. 

Treatment.  Application  to  the  cervix,  of  a  pledget  of  cotton,, 
anointed  with  the  following  cerate: 

Hydrastis  Pulv.,  dram  j. 
Belladonna  Tr.,  gr.  v. 
Cosmoline,  oz.  j. 

An  operation  was  strongly  advised. 
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Nov.  3d.  The  clinic  presents  herself,  ready  for  the  operation, 
which  was  performed  without  anaesthesia  as  there  is  but  little  pain 
connected  with  it 

The  patient  was  placed  on  her  back,  hips  slightly  elevated, 
thighs  partially  flexed,  Bozman's  speculum  introduced,  the  anterior 
and  posterior  lips  of  the  os  uteri  fixed  by  "whip-cords,"  placing  the 
uterus  under  the  control  of  the  operator  and  attendants. 

The  speculum  being  withdrawn,  the  uterus  being  drawn  well 
down  into  the  vagina,  with  the  right  and  left  curved  knives,  the 
cicatrix  of  the  inferior  lip  was  first  dissected  away  and  then  that  of 
the  superior  lip.  This  order  is  taken  to  avoid  the  hemorrhage  from 
the  superior  lip  if  it  were  denuded  first.  The  cervical  canal  was 
carefully  avoided. 

After  the  hemorrhage  was  checked,  accomplished  by  means  of 
the  hot  douche,  the  edges  were  approximated  and  the  following 
sutures  inserted:  Six  deep,  three  on  either  side,  of  silver  wire, four 
more  superficial,  two  on  either  side,  of  carbolized  horse-hair,  and 
one  passed  through  the  cervical  canal  as  a  binder.  Each  of  these 
sutures  was  inserted  by  means  of  a  short  curved  needle  with  a 
double  thread  in  the  form  of  a  loop.  To  prevent  entangling  the 
ends  of  each  suture  were  fastened  together,  the  wire  ones  twisted, 
and  the  horse-hair  by  means  of  perforated  shot. 

After  checking  the  hemorrhage  effectually,  and  carefully  re- 
moving all  blood-clots,  the  superior  portion  of  the  wound  is  closed 
by  the  deep  wire  sutures,  then  the  inferior  portion,  after  which  the 
horse-hair  sutures  are  tied  and  trimmed  close. 

The  ends  of  the  silver  sutures  were  then  passed  through  a 
rubber  tube  and  secured  by  a  perforated  shot  which  was  compressed 
and  trimmed. 

The  whip  cords  were  now  removed  and  the  operation  com- 
pleted. 

The  subsequent  treatment  was  to  syringe  the  vagina  twice  daily 
with  Calendula  water. 

Reparative  process  is  very  favorably  progressing. 
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AMPUTATION. 

No.  5.    Adam  Kern,  aet.  27. 

History,  Nov.  10,  1881.  June  4th  last,  being  caught  in  the 
belting  of  some  machinery  was  whirled  around,  striking  against  the 
timbers  and  sustained  the  following  injuries:  A  comminuted  frac- 
ture of  the  right  humerus,  comminuted  fracture  of  both  bones  of 
the  right  forearm,  fracture  of  three  ribs,  a  dislocation  of  both  knees 
outward,  rupture  of  the  anterior  tibial  nerve  of  the  left  leg,  and  an 
injury  to  the  anterior  tibial  artery  of  the  right  leg,  which  resulted  in 
an  atheromatous  condition  of  that  artery. 

This  was  followed  by  a  traumatic  gangrenous  condition  of  the 
foot  which  was  treated  by  maintaining  the  warmth  of  the  foot  by 
hot  cotton  batting  and  internal  remedies. 

This  condition  extended  from  the  toes  to  the  tarso-metatarsal 
articulation  where  a  line  of  demarcation  formed  and  the  foot  was 
amputated.  The  stump  was  dressed  with  lint  saturated  with  Tur- 
pentine and  Sweet  oil.  This  operation  was  followed  by  a  pyaemic 
condition  and  subsequently  by  traumatic  pneumonia. 

Present  Condition.  Owing  to  the  injury  to  the  tibial  nerve  of 
the  left  leg  it  is  incapable  of  extension.  There  is  also  a  necrosed 
condition  of  the  astragalus  of  the  right  foot  with  three  discharg- 
ing sinuses. 

Treatment.  It  is  now  being  dressed  with  Turpentine  and 
Sweet  oil.    An  operation  is  strongly  advised. 

Nov.  17th.  The  operation  was  performed  as  follows:  The 
patient  was  anaesthetized,  Esmarch's  bandage  applied  and  the  leg 
amputated  about  the  middle,  using  the  circular  longitudinal  flap  from 
the  inner  aspect  of  the  leg  as  in  clinic  No.  3.  A  periosteal  flap  was 
also  used  as  a  cushion  for  the  end  of  the  bone. 

The  Esmarch  bandage  being  loosened,  the  arteries 
ligated  and  the  hemorrhage  controlled,  the  flap  was  adjusted  and 
held  by  silver  wire  and  gut  sutures  with  a  view  to  union  by  the  first 
intention. 

The  dressing  applied  was  lint  saturated  with  Turpentine  and 
Sweet  oil — one  part  to  two — covered  by  bandages. 

Nov.  23d.  The  patient  was  reported  to  be  doing  well,  no  un- 
favorable symptoms  having  yet  arisen. 
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WORK-HOUSE,  HOUSE  OF  REFUGE  AND 

CORRECTION,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 


Hospital  Department,  ) 
Cleveland^  Ohio,  Dec.  18,  1881.  \ 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Cleveland  Work- 
House  and  House  of  Refuge  and  Correction  : 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  present  a  complete  report 
of  the  Hospital  Deoartment  of  the  Cleveland  Work-House  and 
House  of  Refuge  and  Correction,  from  January  1,  1881,  to  Decem- 
ber 18,  1881: 

Number  of  visits,  306. 

Number  of  patients  treated:  Males,  880;  females,  330; 
total,  1,213. 

Prescriptions  dispensed :  Males,  1,850;  females,  710;  total,  2,560. 

Four  deaths:  One  from  pulmonary  consumption  (phthisis  pul- 
monalis);  one  from  consumption  of  the  bowels  (tabes  mesenterica) ; 
one  from  abdominal  dropsy  (ascites);  one  from  epilepsy,  and  one 
moribund  when  admitted. 

The  duties  which  have  devolved  upon  me  have  been  arduous, 
but  they  have  afforded  great  pleasure  in  relieving  the  physical  ail- 
ments of  the  prisoners.  For  the  kind  care  and  close  attention  giv- 
en to  the  sick  by  the  matron  and  other  officials  I  desire  to  express 
my  warmest  thanks. 

Allow  me  to  suggest  the  following  improvements  which  will 
greatly  assist  in  making  the  prisoners  more  healthful,  and  tend  to 
lessen  the  mortality. 

First,  That  the  dormitories  of  the  prisoners,  especially  the 
male  department,  have  better  ventilation. 

Second,  That  the  clothing  of*  the  prisoners  during  the  warm 
months  be  partially  woolen  and  during  the  cold  weather,  entirely 
woolen. 

In  comparing  the  mortality  reports  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary 
for  six  years  with  the  reports  of  this  institution  for  the  same  time, 
as  well  as  the  expenses  for  the  same  period,  I  find  the  number  of 
prisoners  sick  in  the  Ohio  Penitentiary  to  be  11,800,  with  115 
deaths,  and  the  cost  of  medicine  and  medical  attention  was  $11,- 
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712.93,  or  99  cents  for  each  patient.  For  the  same  years  the  Cleve- 
land Work-House  treated  7,441  patients,  with  17  deaths,  and  at' a 
cost  of  $4,292.46,  or  58  cents  for  each  patient.  This  gives  a  rate  of 
mortality  in  favor  of  the  Cleveland  Work-House  of  450  per  cent, 
and  in  expense,  in  favor  of  the  same  of  41  cents  per  patient.  With 
the  best  mortality  reports  from  other  Work  Houses,  we  are  36  per 
cent,  better  than  Detroit,  and  57  per  cent,  better  than  Alleghany, 
Pa. 

During  the  eleven  years  11,789  patients  have  been  cared  for, 
25,063  prescriptions  given,  the  number  of  deaths  35,  and  the  entire 
expense  for  medicine  and  medical  attention  $7,880.99.  The  cost  per 
each  patient  less  than  66  cents  and  for  prescriptions  seven  cents. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  permit  me  to  say  that  though  my 
connection  as  Medical  Director  has  been  severed,  I  sincerely  trust 
that  the  medical  government  may  be  so  conducted  that  its  future 
may  be  more  prosperous  than  it  has  ever  been  in  the  past. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  this  noble  institution, 
believe  me  Yours  very  respectfully, 

H.  F.  Biggar, 
Surgeon  in  Charge. 

CLASSIFIED  STATEMENT  OF  CASES 

Under  treatment  in  Hospital  of  the  Cleveland  Work-House,  from 
January  1,  1881,  to  December  18, 1881 : 

Abscesses,  13;  adenitis,  16;  alcoholism,  10;  anchylosis,  1; 
asthma,  7;  bronchitis,  76;  burns,  1;  catarrh,  nasal,  11;  concussion 
of  the  brain,  1 ;  congestion  of  the  lungs,  14 ;  constipation,  5 ;  con- 
tusion, 2;  coryza,  13;  cystitis,  2;  debility,  6;  delirium  tremens,  5; 
diabetes,  1;  diarrhoea,  74;  diphtheria,  5;  diphtheritic,  41 ;  dropsy,  4; 
dysentery,  4;  dyspepsia,  4;  eczema,  10;  enuresis,  2;  epilepsy,  14; 
erysipelas,  2;  fever,  bilious,  43;  fever,  intermittent,  31;  fever,  ty- 
phoid, 10;  fistula  in  ano,  2;  fracture  of  clavicle,  3;  fracture  of  limbs, 
10;  frozen  feet,  2;  gastritis,  6;  gestation,  7;  gonorrhoea,  27 ;  hem- 
orrhoids, 11;  laryngitis,  2;  lumbago,  10;  malaria,  163;  masturba- 
tion, 3 ;  measles,  15 ;  menorrhagia,  3 ;  nephritis,  6 ;  neuralgia,  25 ; 
orchitis,  3;  palpitation,  3;  phthitispulmonalis,  1 ;  pleurisy, 8;  pneumo- 
nia, 2;  pyaemia,  1;  rheumatism,  283;  rupture,  4;  sciatica,  2; 
sprains,  16;  stomatitis,  5;  stricture,  3;  suppression  of  menses,  39; 
syphilis,  17;  tabes  mesenterica,  1;  teeth  pulled,  25;  tonsillitis,  27; 
toothache,  4;  ulcers,  18;  uterus,  displacements,  2;  varicose  veins,  8; 
vertigo,  1;  wounds,  bullet,  1;  wounds,  various,  21;  total,  1,213. 
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C.  P.  HART,   M .   D.,  WYOMING,  OHIO,  EDITOR. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 


BY  WILLIAM   V.  DRURY,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  L  A. 


The  disease  of  which  we  are  about  to  speak  very  fairly  derives 
its  name  from  the  appearance  of  the  eruption  that  usually  shows 
itself,  though  not  always,  for  in  some  cases  this  characteristic  symp- 
tom may  be  absent. 

Another  marked  symptom  that  helps  to  give  a  name  to  one 
form  of  the  disease  is  sore  throat;  like  the  eruption  it  is  usually 
present,  but  it  also  may  be  absent. 

The  presence  of  gangrenous  symptoms  which  appear  in  some 
cases  also  furnish  a  name  for  one  form  of  this  fever. 

The  name  Scarlatina  is  frequently  used  instead  of  scarlet  fever; 
it  is  not  very  clear  who  first  used  it.  It  is  derived  from  "scarlatta," 
a  red-colored  cloth  (Elliotson).  Its  employment  has  led  to  a  popu- 
lar error  that  it  is  not  easily  dissipated ;  thus  we  will  be  told  that 
the  complaint  under  which  some  one  is  suffering  is  not  Scarlet 
Fever,  it  is  only  Scarlatina.  Where  the  opportunity  occurs,  this 
should  be  corrected. 

Scarlet  fever  has  been  divided  into  three  species.  1.  Scarlatina 
simplex,  a  mild  form  of  the  complaint.  2.  Scarlatania  anginosa, 
a  more  severe  form,  where  the  throat  symptoms  are  prominent  on 
account  of  their  severity.  3.  Scarlatina  maligna,  which  is  marked 
by  the  presence  of  sloughing  and  great  depression  of  the  vital 
powers.  A  fourth  kind  is  included  by  some — Scarlatina  sine  erup- 
tione.  This  last  division  is  misleading  from  the  fact  of  the  absence 
of  the  eruption  being  sometimes  due  to  exactly  opposite  causes,  in 
the  one  case  the  disease  is  so  mild  that,  but  for  some  accidental  cir- 
cumstance proving  its  existence,  it  might  have  passed  unnoticed,  in 
the  other  the  patient  is  struck  down  at  once  and  life  extinguished 
almost  before  there  is  time  for  the  development  of  the  eruption. 

There  is  no  disease  so  full  of  anxious  surprises,  or  more  likely 
to  be  conveyed  by  a  third  party,  or  to  be  developed  by  some  hidden 
but  active  source  of  mischief. 

Scarlatina  Simplex. — After  a  period  of  latency,  the  outward 
manifestations  of  the  disease  commences  usually  by  a  febrile  attack. 
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I  say  usually,  for  it  may  happen  that  the  first  intimation  of  illness  is 
the  nurse  coming  to  announce  that  a  child  has  a  rash  on  it,  or  it  may 
be  that  a  sore  throat  is  first  complained  of. 

Feverish  symptoms,  however,  generally  precede  the  affection 
of  the  skin.  A  child  is  observed  to  be  less  disposed  to  play  about 
than  usual,  there  is  shivering  or  chilliness,  headache,  weariness, 
pain  in  the  back  and  limbs,  thirst,  food  is  taken  sparingly  or  turned 
away  from.  The  second  day,  or  it  may  be  a  day  later,  the  rash  ap- 
pears, and  with  it  the  throat  is  complained  of.  On  examining  the 
face,  neck,  chest  and  arms,  there  is  a  general  look  of  redness,  which 
on  closer  inspection  is  observed  to  be  made  up  of  a  number  of  mi- 
nute puncta  or  spots,  giving  the  appearance  of  a  boiled  lobster. 
Some  of  the  spots  appear  to  coalesce ;  where  it  was  appearing  in 
patches  it  becomes  more  generally  diffused,  it  spreads  downward, 
and  in  twenty-four  hours  the  back,  abdomen  and  legs-may  be  cov- 
ered with  the  eruption.  If  it  is  not  coming  well  out,  the  bends  of 
the  joints  and  the  loins  are  good  places  to  look  for  it.  The  redness 
disappears  on  pressure.  On  passing  the  finger  over  the  skin  it  is 
often  smooth,  but  in  some  cases  a  number  of  minute  points,  giving 
a  sensation  of  roughness,  may  be  felt  like  the  cutis  anserina,  or 
goose  skin.  This  differs  from  the  feeling  of  elevated  patches  ob- 
served in  measles 

The  eruption  is  usually  at  its  height  the  fourth  day,  on  the  fifth 
it  is  declining,  and  may  be  gone  by  the  seventh.  MM.  Barthez  and 
Rilliet  mention  six  to  eight  days  as  the  ordinary  duration  of  the 
eruption  of  scarlet  fever  in  its  normal  form,  that  it  requires  a  longer 
period  to  develop  itself  than  that  of  measles,  and  is  more  persistent 
at  its  maximum,  lasting  twenty-four  and  even  forty-eight  hours. 
The  eruption  may  only  last  five  days,  or  as  long  as  ten,  but  never 
longer.  (Gregory,  American  edition.)  In  some  cases  there  is  no 
eruption,only  slight  sore  throat.  I  shall  allude  to  them  when  speak- 
ing of  Scarlatina  sine  eruptione.  As  the  eruption  is  coming  out 
it  may  suddenly  recede  and  again  come  foward.  On  its  disappear- 
ance the  cuticle  begins  to  peel  off  in  the  form  of  a  scurfy  desquama- 
tion; in  some  cases  entire  pieces  from  the  palms  of  hands  or  soles 
of  feet  come  away.  The  nails  have  been  thrown  off.  There  is 
often  itching  and  tenderness.  The  desquamation  may  go  on  to  the 
end  of  the  second  week,  or  be  delayed  longer  according  to  the  erup- 
tion.   It  may  continue  for  about  three  weeks. 

The  tongue  is  at  first  covered  with  a  white  fur,  but  this  gradu- 
ally clears  off,  when  it  is  observed  that  the  tongue  is  red,  the  papillae 
elevated,  giving  it  a  strawberry  appearance;  about  the  fauces,  and 
above  the  uvula  there  are  some  red  spots. 

The  fever  shows  but  little  abatement  on  the  coming  out  of  the 
eruption,  and  remains  as  long  as  it  does,  or  longer,  if  the  throat 
continues  sore.    The  pulse  is  usually   very  quick;  even  in  mild 
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cases  it  may  be  over  180.  The  temperature  may  be  from  102  to 
105  or  106;  it  has  even  been  noticed  as  high  as  112.  The  ther- 
mometer affords  such  valuable  information  as  to  the  progress  of 
fevers,  often  giving  an  early  note  of  warning  where  danger  threat- 
ens— that  those  who  from  careful  observation  have  learned  to  ap- 
preciate it,  keep  a  careful  register  of  its  markings  and  reap  the  ben- 
efit of  so  doing;  while  those  who  undervalue  it  suffer  a  correspond- 
ing loss.  There  is  usually  an  increase  of  fever  in  the  evening,  and, 
owing  to  this,  there  is  not  unfrequently  some  wandering  at  night. 
If  the  case  is  a  mild  one,  the  rash  will  disappear,  the  head  symp- 
toms pass  away,  the  temperature  fall  to  the  natural  standard,  and 
the  soreness  of  the  throat  gradually  cease,  without  the  develop- 
ment of  any  of  those  urgent  symptoms  of  which  we  have  yet  to 
speak,  and  which  characterize  the  more  severe  forms. 

Some  of  the  symptoms  of  this  disease  are  of  very  different 
significance;  thus  one  symptom,  a  miliary  eruption,  may  show 
itself  without  adding  to  the  severity  of  the  disease,  while  another, 
that  requires  careful  watching,  is  enlargement  of  the  glands  of  the 
neck;  this  may  accompany  scarlatina  simplex,  and  pass  away  with- 
out giving  trouble,  but  as  it  is  a  symptom  of  considerable  import- 
ance in  the  more  severe  forms  of  the  disease,  and  as  it  may  be  a 
source  of  mischief  at  a  later  period,  even  after  mild  fever,  under  no 
circumstances  should  their  presence  be  overlooked. 

The  danger  incurred  by  pregnant  women  when  attacked  with 
scarlet  fever  is  great,  as  also  by  women  in  childbed,  and  the  danger 
of  conveying  this  disease  ought  to  make  medical  men  who  engage 
in  general  practice  extremely  cautious  in  approaching  the  lying-in 
room  if  they  have  been  in  attendance  on  scarlet  fever  within  any 
short  period. 

It  must  have  been  a  mild  form  of  scarlet  fever  that  made  Sy- 
denham speak  of  what  he  saw  as  "the  name  of  a  disease;"  still  he 
gives  a  warning  about  a  more  severe  invasion  of  it,  and  against  its 
being  treated  "too  learnedly,"  a  caution  that  has  not  always  met 
with  the  attention  that  it  ought. 

Scarlatina  Anginosa. — Where  the  disease  assumes  a  more 
severe  form,  as  shown  by  the  manner  in  which  it  attacks  the  throat, 
it  gets  the  name  of  Scarlatina  anginosa.  There  is  now  consider- 
able swelling  of  soft  palate,  uvula,  and  tonsils,  the  redness  is  intensi- 
fied, there  is  stiffness  of  the  neck,  the  submaxillary  and  parotid 
glands  are  enlarged  and  painful.  The  glandular  swelling  may  pre- 
cede the  sore  throat,  or  may  not  appear  till  the  throat  is  healing. 
Pressure,  in  some  cases  even  touching  an  enlarged  gland,  causes 
pain.  The  throat  is  seen  with  difficulty.  In  the  case  of  children 
there  may  be  a  painful  struggle  to  secure  a  proper  inspection.  If  the 
child  is  wrapped  up  in  a  blanket,  the  arms  being  secured  by  it,  and 
then  allowed  to  sit  on  the  nurse  or  mother's  knee,  the  head  being 
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steadied  by  the  nurse's  hand,  or  some  one  else's,  the  mouth  can  be 
opened  with  the  spoon  and  the  examination  made.  At  night  the 
doctor  may  have  to  hold  the  spoon  with  one  hand,  and  the  candle- 
stick with  the  other.  All  this  may  seem  needless  to  explain,  but 
when  we  see  how  some  men  are  perplexed  in  dealing  with  their 
patients,  and,  if  it  be  a  child,  witness  the  protracted  struggle  that 
takes  place,  the  fighting  and  screaming  of  the  little  sufferer  and  the 
agony  of  the  mother,  any  directions  that  tend  to  prevent  this  are 
not  out  of  place.  I  learned  the  use  of  the  blanket  many  years  ago 
from  the  late  Dr.  Jacob  of  Dublin,  who  in  operating  on  children's 
eyes,  before  the  days  of  chloroform,  rolled  his  little  patient  up  like 
a  mummy,  and  then  performed  his  operation.  Whenever  you  have 
anything  of  this  kind  to  do,  make  up  your  mind  beforehand  how 
to  carry  it  out,  have  all  your  .appliances  ready,  and  then  firmly  and 
quickly,  but  with  all  kindness  and  sympathy,  do  what  is  necessary. 

As  the  disease  advances  the  symptoms  will  all  be  aggravated; 
there  will  generally  be  more  headache,  and  more  delirium.  The 
delirium  is  sometimes  very  violent.  Dr.  Schneider,  of  Magdeburg 
{British  yournal  of  Homeopathy ',  vol.  xiv.),  in  Herschel's  Zeit- 
schrift  vol.  v.,  no  5,  makes  some  interesting  remarks  on  delirium. 
He  says:  "The  typhus  blood  acts  similarly  to  blood  charged  with 
alcohol,  not  only  on  the  cerebro-spinal,  but  also  on  the  ganglionic 
nervous  system.  In  inflammation  the  brain  may  suffer  in  two  dif- 
ferent ways;  either  by  an  extension  of  the  inflammatory  irritation 
to  its  substance,  or  by  pressure  of  blood.  Sleeplessness  and  deliri- 
um indicate  the  first,  sopor  and  insensibility  the  second  case,  which 
is  similar  to  the  effect  of  water  in  the  cerebral  cavities,  and  apoplec- 
tic extravasation.  A  patient  in  the  soporous  state,  induced  by  in- 
flammation of  the  brain,  scolds  in  his  sleep,  and  occasionally  wakes 
up  of  himself  or  when  aroused,  in  a  delirious  state.  On  the  con- 
trary the  hydrocephalic  lies  quiet,  as  in  natural  sleep,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  rousing  him  goes  on  increasing  as  he  lies  (at  a  later  period 
of  the  disease),  completely  devoid  of  consciousness,  with  open  (often 
squinting)  eyes,  and  in  a  convulsed  state.  The  apoplectic  again, 
from  the  commencement,  can  either  not  be  roused  at  all  or  only 
momentarily,  to  a  half  state  of  consciousness.  Children,  with  very 
irritable  brains,  become  delirious  even  in  catarrhal  fever,  and  adults 
otherwise  not  disposed  to  delirium  in  the  hot  stage  of  intermittent 
fever.  No  other  poison  produces  these  various  acute  diseased  states 
of  the  brain  in  a  more  marked  manner  than  the  scarlatina  poison. 
In  scarlatina  the  cerebral  irritation  bears  a  relation  to  the  fever,  in- 
creasing and  declining  with  it.  Of  all  exanthematous  diseases 
scarlatina  is  most  frequently  accompanied  with  delirium." 

I  have  given  Dr.  Schneider's  remarks  at  some  length  as  they 
are  very  interesting.  We  expect  violent  delirium  or  a  good  deal  of 
raving  with  the  high  fever  of  the  anginose  variety,  but  in  the  ma- 
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lignant  variety,  after  some  excitement,  we  look  more  for  oppres- 
sion of  the  brain,  from  the  overpowering  influence  of  the  poison. 
The  temperature  may  be  over  IOC,  perhaps  108.  Swallowing  is 
very  difficult;  there  is  hoarseness  or  alteration  of  voice.  The  erup- 
tion may  be  suppressed,  or  of  a  darker,  duskier  hue,  or  it  may  re- 
cede. Not  unfrequentlv  it  is  a  day  later  in  appearing.  Cellular  in- 
flammation may  set  up  about  the  ear.  Respiration  may  be  impeded 
from  the  mischief  in  the  throat.  An  acrid  ichorous  discharge  may 
flow  from  the  nostrils,  a  purulent  discharge  may  flow  from  the  ear; 
sloughing  may  take  place,  followed  by  deafness;  children  are  often 
brought  to  us  suffering  from  deafness  due  to  an  attack  of  scarlet 
fever  some  months  or  years  previously. 

The  mischief  in  the  throat  continues,  there  are  deep,  foul  ulcers, 
sloughing.  Owing  to  the  increase  of  cellular  inflammation  and 
swelling,  it  becomes  almost  impossible  to  see  the  throat  and  the 
state  of  it  can  only  be  guessed  at.  The  mouth  is  sore;  the  attempt 
to  introduce  the  spoon  causes  bleeding.  There  are  sordes  on  the 
teeth,  and  the  fever  continues;  this  it  will  do  though  the  erupiton  has 
gone.  At  first  it  was  associated  with  the  state  of  the  skin,  now 
with  the  throat;  and  it  will  continue  until  the  sloughs  separate, 
which  may  not  be  till  the  fifteenth  day.  The  high  fever  and  the 
sore  throat  are  the  marked  symptoms  we  have  to  deal  with.  Dr.  H. 
Goullon  {British  yournal  of  Homaepathy,  vol.  xxiii.,  p.  54)  speaks 
of  a  case  of  glandular  swelling  of  the  neck  where  an  abscess  open- 
ed and  discharged  its  contents.  He  says  the  destruction  of  the  soft 
parts,  especially  of  the  cellular  tissue,  was  so  great  that  there  was 
the  appearance  of  an  anatomical  preparation  of  the  superficial 
muscles.  The  larynx  was  exposed  to  view.  The  left  parotid, 
which  had  been  swollen,  now  increased,  attended  with  great  destruc- 
tion of  the  soft  parts  (otorrhcea  also).  As  a  consequence  of  the 
destruction,  a  large  blood-vessel  was  injured,  and  the  child  died  from 
hemorrhage  in  the  fifth  week  of  her  illness. 

In  connection  with  this  condition  of  things  a  question  arises, 
may  we  have  diphtheria  present  at  the  same  time?  I  think  there  is 
no  doubt  about  it.  A  diphtheritic  exudation  will  be  seen  from  time 
to  time.  As  some  medical  men  would  dispute  this,  I  shall  call  two 
or  three  independent  witnesses,who  wrote,  no  doubt,after  diphtheria 
was  described  by  Brettoneau,  but  before  it  had  made  its  appearance 
again  as  it  has  done  of  late  years.  In  an  admirable  work  on  dis- 
eases of  children,  by  the  late  Drs.  Maunsell  and  Evanson,  in  the 
third  edition,  published  in  1840,  we  read:  "Upon  looking  into  the 
throat  we  may  find  considerable  redness  and  swelling,  and  often 
portions  of  lymph  thrown  out  upon  the  tonsils  and  uvula,  which 
way  at  first  be  mistaken  for  ulcers  or  sloughs  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, but  are  not  so,  as  upon  their  removal  by  gargling  the  latter 
will  he  perceived  to  be  whole  and  unbroken"  (page  391).  Another 
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witness,  the  late  Professor  Alison,  of  Edinburgh,  says:  "Before  the 
proper  symptoms  of  the  scarlet  fever  have  abated,  various  effects 
may  result  from  the  affection  of  the  fauces,  by  which  the  danger  or 
the  disease  may  be  much  aggravated ;  the  inflammation  may  extend 
down  the  larynx,lead  to  the  effusion  of  a  flocculent  false  membrane, 
and  cause  the  symptoms  of  croup  (Alison's  "Pathology,"  484). 
Other  writers  make  similar  statements.  Dr.  Gregory  says,  "Should 
the  fever  be  active,  portions  of  coagulated  lymph  will  be  seen  ef- 
fused. These  are  often  mistaken  for  ulcers;  but  in  many  most 
severe  cases  of  anginose  scarlatina  there  is  no  actual  breach  of  sur- 
face— only  excessive  engorgement,  wiih  effusion  of  lymph"  {Erupt- 
ive Fevers,  156).  Dr.  Goullon,  speaking  of  the  epidemics  he  wit 
nessed  at  Remda,says  some  of  the  cases  assumed  a  diphtheritic  char- 
acter, adding  to  their  gravity.  Dr.  Graves  says,  "Croup  occurred 
in  two  instances  in  which,notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  M.  Trous- 
seau, I  could  not  doubt  its  origin  in  scarlatina.  It  happened,  no 
doubt,  in  cases  which  had  exhibited  the  diphtheritic  patches,  with- 
out much  surrounding  inflammation  on  the  tonsils,  but  the  eruption 
was  sufficiently  marked  to  remove  all  obscurity.  One  child,  who 
recovered,  ejected  the  false  membrane  (which  I  still  preserve)  in  a 
tubular  form,  and  presenting  a  cast  of  the  trachea  a  little  beyond  its 
bifurcation.  In  the  child  before  mentioned  who  died,  patches  of 
false  membrane  were  also  ejected ;  but  she  sank  exhausted  and  the 
disease  was  afterward  discovered  to  have  extended  far  into  the 
bronchial  ramifications"  (Clin.  Med.,  vol.  i.,  321).  Dr.  Graves 
speaks  of  these  cases  as  croup,but  whether  they  were  so  or  not,they 
are  of  much  interest,  and  it  is  of  course  a  question  whether  they 
were  not  of  a  diphtheritic  character.  The  late  Dr.  MacLimont 
relates  a  case  in  the  British  journal  of  Homoeopathy,  vol.  xxi., 
1863,  of  a  boy  ill  of  scarlet  fever  where  there  was  diphtheritic  de- 
posit. He  applied  chloride  of  potash,  and  used  the  first  centesimal 
dilution  of  protiodide  of  mercury ;  the  boy  did  well.  As  a  matter 
of  scientific  inquiry,  as  well  as  for  its  practical  value,  it  is  well  that 
the  possibility  of  such  complications  should  be  known,  but  as  hom- 
oBopathic  practitioners  select  their  medicines  in  accordance  with  the 
whole  group  of  symptoms  present  in  each  case,  increased  knowl- 
edge of  the  disease  ought  to  bring  with  it  increased  accuracy  in 
treatment,  though  unhappily  here  the  new  symptoms  are  attended 
with  increased  danger. 


DIPHTHERIA. 
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Mrs.  SM  age  19,  blonde,  nervous  temperament,  blue  eyes,  weep- 
ing mood,  Puis.  3x  relieves  many  symptoms;  ill  several  days  with 
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pain  in  the  stomach  and  bowels;  Nux.  vom.  2x  usually  relieved  but 
now  would  not.  In  the  evening,  March  2d,  the  temperature  in  the 
axilla  was  found  to  be  101°.  (I  note  here  the  temperature  morn- 
ing and  evening:  March  3,  m.  101°,  e.  102-5°;  March  4,  m. 
09-5°,  e.  101-5°;  March  5,  m.  99-5°,  e.  101-5°;  March  6,  m.  101°^ 
e.  101°;  March  7,  m.  99-5°,  e.  101°;  March  8,  m.  101°,  e.  101°; 
March  9,  m.  99-5°,  e.  101°;  March  10,  m.  99°,  e.  100J°; 
March  11,  m.  98-5°,  e.l00-5° ;  March  12,  m.  99°,  e.  100°.)  She 
was  ill  all  day  March  1st,  and  in  the  evening  of  March  2d  the  tem- 
perature was  taken  for  the  first  time.  There  was  no  evidence  of 
throat  disease  at  this  date.  There  was  great  pain  over  the  kidneys, 
and  inability  to  pass  water,  it  had  to  be  drawn  off  by  catheter;  this 
suppression  was  thought  to  be  purely  nervous.  On  the  third  day 
the  throat  was  slightly  sore,  and  a  patch,  supposed  to  be  diphtheritic 
and  about  the  size  of  a  musk-melon  seed  on  the  posterior  pharyngeal 
wall,  lying  diagonally  across  and  slightly  raised  above  the  surface, 
and  of  a  grayish  ash  color.  Afterward  the  lining  of  the  mouth 
was  white  or  blanched,  and  peeled  off  inside  the  lips.  Patient  very 
nervous,  restless  and  sleepless,  tossing  from  one  side  of  the  bed  to 
the  other  throughout  the  attack.  Appetite  very  much  impaired,but 
not  wholly  lost.  I  note  certain  nervous  symptoms,  viz :  pain  in  the 
back  of  the  neck,  sensation  as  if  a  tight  cord  was  drawn  around  the 
right  arm  directly  above  the  elbow,  strange  visions  of  black,  distort- 
ed faces  when  awake,  and  the  eyes  shut,  preventing  sleep,  legs  go 
to  sleep  when  she  sits  on  the  vessel,  feels  the  hands  and  feet  to  be 
cold  throughout  her  sickness.  These  symptoms  were  noted  during 
the  first  ten  days.  The  throat  was  slightly  red  and  swollen  and  the 
tonsils  enlarged  somewhat  for  two  days,  while  the  supposed  diphthe- 
ritic patch  was  present.  The  throat  disease  altogether  was  slight. 
Headache  severe;  whole  body  ached  whenever  a  leg  or  arm  was 
moved ;  eruption  over  the  body  here  and  there  of  minute  reddish 
points  that  could  be  felt  like  a  small  grain  under  the  skin ;  monthly 
appeared  on  the  seventh  day,  with  lowering  of  the  temperature; 
violent  pain  in  the  bowels  during  sickness;  could  not  bear  any  ex- 
citement, even  the  presence  of  a  visitor  in  the  next  room  was  un- 
bearable.   During  sickness  a  very  sore  spot  appeared  in  the  cervical 

and  another  in  the  dorsal  region  of  the  spine.  Pains  not  constant 
but  when  present  pupils  are  dilated.  I  also  note  pain  in  both  el- 
bows, but  no  swelling  anywhere  except  that  the  face  appeared  some- 
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what  bloated.  Health  was  very  slowly  restored  and  it  was  more 
than  two  months  after  she  was  able  to  leave  her  room  before  her 
strength  was  fully  regained.  About  the  fifth  week  and  for  some 
time  after  that  she  felt  a  pricking  and  itching  in  the  roof  of  the 
mouth  on  the  right  side,  and  on  the  same  side  of  the  nose  and  lips; 
occasionally  sharp  pains  in  the  stomach ;  with  faintness  (a  sinking  sen- 
sation). Every  p.  m.  at  four  o'clock  there  was  pain,  not  very 
severe,  in  the  left  elbow  and  the  right  side  of  the  neck.  There  was 
a  very  sore  spot  on  the  right  shoulder  blade,  the  size  of  a  silver  dol- 
lar; a  sense  of  great  weakness  in  the  knees  and  small  of  the  back; 
at  this  period  she  slept  well  and  had  a  good  appetite. 

Treatment  was  directed  t«  symptoms,  the  case  not  being  clear- 
ly understood.  A  dose  of  Epsom  salts  was  given  at  first  on  account 
of  the  bowel  pain  not  being  relieved  by  Nux.  2x.  For  fever  Ac- 
onite 2x  (Aconite  lx  poisoned,  made  throat  dry  and  eyes  stiff  and 
dry).  The  temperature  giving  a  short  morning  and  evening  range, 
as  in  typhoid,  was  taken  as  a  lading  indication  for  Rhus  tox.  lx 
dil.  which  was  continued  every  day  except  one,  when  Bryonia  lx 
was  substituted,  the  pain  being  worse  when  she  moved.  Phytolacca 
and  Merc.  iod.  2x  were  given  when  the  diphtheritic  patch  appeared 

in  the  throat  with  whitish  color  of  the  lining  of  the  mouth;  Puis. 
3x  for  the  despondent  feeling;  Hyosc,  2x  for  appearance  of  fright- 
ful phantoms;  Caffeine  3x  and  Chloral  hydrate  for  sleeplessness;  Sul- 
phite of  Soda  grs.v  for  a  dirty  white  coating  of  the  tongue  and  mawk- 
ish, sickish  odor  of  the  breath.  As  nourishment,  beef  tea  and  milk 
were  given  freely;  Sulphur  was  burned  in  the  room,  and  copperas 
in  solution  poured  down  the  water  closet.  I  note  that  Merc.  iod. 
relieved  the  throat,  Hyosc.  the  frightful  visions,  and  that  the  burn- 
ing of  Sulphur  in  the  room  afforded  relief,  otherwise  I  do  not  think 
that  the  remedies  altered  the  regular  course  of  the  disease.  For  the 
symptoms  suggestive  of  paralysis,  an  occasional  dose  of  Rhus  tox., 
Bryonia,  or  Nux  vomica  was  given,  but,  as  the  appetite  and  diges- 
tion were  excellent,  I  think  they  might  just  as  well  have  been  omit- 
ted. The  undoubted  presence  of  sewer  gas  in  the  house  leads  to 
the  conclusion  that  this  was  a  case  of  poisoning  from  this  cause,  and 
as  such  it  is  presented. 

EDITORIAL  NOTE. 

It  is  due  to  the  author  of  the  above  article  to  say  that  when  he 
treated  the  case  he  was  but  a  beginner  in  homoeopathy.  Treating 
such  a  case  to-day  he  would  doubtless  omit  the  salts,  and  effect  a 
cure  with  one  or  two  remedies. 
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A  NEW  ASPECT  OF  HOMCEOPATHIC  LITERATURE  * 

The  undersigned  lately  essayed  to  write  "The  Present  State  of 
Homoeopathy  in  America,"  and  purposed  to  end  the  series  by  con- 
sidering the  Literature.  That  final  paper  was  not  written,  nor 
will  it  be,  for  when  it  was  entered  upon  nil  nisi  bonum  began  to 
gleam  in  letters  of  fiery  radiance  over  many  a  grave,  and  the  pen 
was  thrown  aside. 

It  was,  inddeed,  a  sorrowful  retrospect,  presenting  the  effort  of 
a  life  all  incomplete,  the  "convenient  season"  not  having  come  be- 
fore the  Reaper  came ;  and  now  left  to  us  instead  of  what  might 
have  been  only  its  disjecta  membra. 

In  that  retrospect  were  also  the  seventh  book  made  secundum 
artem  from  six  predecessors — a  kind  of  literary  hocus  focus  "of 
which  the  world  is  weary."  To  have  scourged  the  perpetrators  of 
such  offences  were  a  duty, but  up  came  the  eternal  cut  bono? 

There  were  still  further  in  that  retrospect  the  evidences  of 
birthrights  sold  by  the  needy  and  bought  by  the  greedy,  as  if  the 
high  court  of  Heaven  would  sanction  such  an  unrighteous  traffic. 
Oh,  there  was  much,  very  much,  which  made  it  desirable  to  lay 
aside  the  pen,  hushed  by  the  nil  nisi  bonum  adjuration  and  sicken- 
ed by  the  shame  of  the  living  who  are  past  reclamation. 

But  in  that  retrospect  there  was  still  a  deeper  depth  of  mental 
and  moral  degradation — none  other  than  the  prize  essay  of  an  un- 
der-graduate,  shamefully  published  as  the  work  of  a  teacher,  a  pro- 
fessor, an  ex-president  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy ! 
It  were  difficult  to  comprehend  such  an  infamy  did  not  one  know 
something  of  the  life  which  made  it  possible.  An  esurience  came 
in  the  flesh  out  of  eternity,  journeying  hitherwards  again  and  hav- 
ing as  its  Time-problem  only  how  and  by  what  manner  of  means 

* Insanity  and  its  Treatment,  by  Samuel  Worcester,  M.  D.    Boericke  & 
Tafel,  18S2. 

Ophthalmic  Therapeutics,  by  Geo.  S.  Norton,  M.  D- ;  with  an  introduction 
by  Prof.  T.  F.  Allen,  M.  T>.    Second  edition.    Boericke  &  Tafel,  1882. 

The  Human  Ear  and  its  Diseases,  by  W.  H.  Winslow,  M.  Ph.  D. 
Boericke  &  Tafel,  1882. 
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to  subsist.  In  all  respects  a  Swine-problem,  solvable  always  by 
Swine  in  Swine  manner.  First  Swine  essay  (desiring  only  to  sub- 
sist) in  an  orthodox  pulpit,  expounding  the  way  and  the  means 
through  Christ  Jesus  to  hearers  possibly  not  all  of  the  Swine 
species.  Expounding  way  and  means  found  to  be  not  desirable,  and 
incontinently  dropped. 

According  to  second  Newtonian  law  "change  of  motion  is  pro- 
portional  to  the  impressed  force,  and  takes  place  in  the  direction  in 
which  the  force  is  impressed." 

Direction  in  which  the  force  is  impressed  proves  to  be  athe- 
ism; the  imprsssed  force  presumably  diabolic;  appropriation  of 
"prize  essay"  an  inevitable  sequence;  publication  as  his  own  only 
the  original  esurience  solving  the  swine-problem  in  swine  manner. 
And  all  this  was  to  have  been  considered  in  discussing  the  literature 
— faugh ! 

The  pen  dropped  from  the  nerveless  fingers,  emesis  being  an 
^voluntary  act. 

******** 

Says  a  grim  Thinker,  "I  conceive  that  books  are  like  men's 
souls ;  divided  into  sheep  and  goats."  Aye,  Brave  Teacher,  and  the 
"goats"  shamefully  fecund  as  books  and  otherwise! 

The  literature  of  Science  and  Art  cannot  be  judged  by  canons 
which  apply  to  Belle  Lettres.  In  the  instance  of  the  latter  Genius 
defies  the  accidents  of  Fortune.  In  a  dream  she  touches  the  brow 
of  a  tinker — a  whilom  vagabond — and  to  him  through  all  the  com- 
ing centuries  the  world  listens  with  rapture :  In  Bedford  jail  he 
has  written  the  Oddessy  of  Christianity.  The  literature  of  Medi- 
cine cannot  supply  such  an  instance.  Dr.  John  Friend  wrote  the 
History  of  Physick  while  a  prisoner  of  State  in  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, but  Learning  alone  shared  and  cheered  his  cell. 

Genius  attempted  to  apostheosize  a  Paracelsus;  but  him  the 
world  accepted  not,  and  he  paid  the  penalty  which  every  sturdy 
thinker  must  pay  here.  By  the  Respectabilities  he  was  despised, 
reviled,  culumniated,  rejected ;  forgotten  he  could  not  be,  because 
Genius  had  set  her  seal  upon  him. 

In  Samuel  Thomson  we  find  one  whom  Genius  will  not  dis- 
own.   Unlettered  though  he  was,  in  him  an  instinct  half  divine 
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caught  the  secret  voice  of  plant,  and  shrub,  and  tree  and  the  un- 
tutored farmer-boy  thought  out  a  theory  which,  indeed,  any  physic- 
ian may  deservedly  reject,  but  at  the  same  time  did  some  therapeutic 
work  which  no  physician  may  justly  neglect. 

Indeed,  in  every  period  of  the  world's  history  which  has  been 
distinguished  by  a  lifting-up  of  the  intellect,  Medicine  has  shared 
in  the  exaltation.  Greece  has  herjHomer  and  herHippocrates ;  Rome 
her  Cicero  and  her  Galen,  and  turning  at  once  to  our  mother-land, 
England  her  Shakespeare  and  her  Sydenham.  Genius,  then,  is  not 
debarred  from  entering  into  the  making  of  a  medical  book ;  that  she 
delights  to  participate  therein  does  not  follow,  as  a  mighty  herd  of 
"goats"  testifieth. 

In  this  matter  of  book-making,  if  a  man  shall  find  in  his  inner 
self  a  conviction,  something  that  burns  in  him,  that  will  not  abide 
in  him,  should  not  stay  hidden  in  his  heart,  he  being  only  the  God- 
appointed  messenger  to  convey  a  truth ;  he,  I  say,  will  make  a  book, 
must  make  one,  and  woe  unto  them  who  cannot  read  it  aright. 
For  that,  however,  he  must  never  take  heed;  he  has  delivered  his 
messenger;  it  is  ours  to  take  heed. 

Now  and  then  even  such  a  medical  book  is  made;  the  edition 
is  small,  the  sale  limited,  and  the  critics  are  merry.  But  "one  truth 
and  God  is  Truth's  majority,"  and  that  Book  shall  never  find  its 
place  amongst  the  "goats." 

If,  again,  a  man  shall  have  learned  something  that  none  others 
know,  or  shall  have  learned  something  far  better  than  all  others 
know  it,  he,  too,  should  make  a  book  in  the  first  instance,  and  may 
make  one  in  the  last.  The  new  truth  he  should  share,  for  it  was 
permitted  him  to  receive  it  from  the  Source  of  all  Truth  not  as  his 
own;  the  better-learned  truth  he  should  elucidate  as  one  who  hav- 
ing sight  should  guide  the  blind  and  aid  the  purblind. 

Now  and  then  even  such  a  medical  book  is  written,  and  thus 
we  draw  nearer  to  the  eternal  Light. 

If,  again,  a  man,  medical  or  otherwise,  shall  be  tempted  of  the 
devil  to  disprove  the  time-honored  truism  ex  nihilo  nihil fit,  he,  too) 
will  beget  a  book.  O,  Nature,  why  can  only  the  human  jackass 
propagate  its  species? 

Now  and  then  even  so  a  medical  book  is  begottee*.    Shade  of 
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Euclid,  O — O—  — O.  And  when  such  an  author  has  emptied  him- 
self into  his  book  he  has  created  a  vacuum  for  which  his  Maker 
must  be  held  blameless. 

Doubtless  thejpewfrispect  of  Homoeopathic  literature  is  worthy 
of  so  long  a  prelude.  We  find  in  this  new  aspect  much  that  is  of 
good  omen  for  our  immediate  future.  Culture,  research,  firmness  of 
grasp,  and  lucid  sense  combining  to  inaugurate  a  new  era.  The 
three  books  indicating  all  this  are  appropriately  on  specialties — Mind, 
and  two  of  the  Senses,  each  of  them  a  gateway  of  knowledge.  How 
the  stream  widens,  and  deepens,  and  diverges  into  new  territories, 
so  that  intelligent  doing  now  needs  the  alienist,  the  opthalmologist, 
and  the  aurist.  The  poor  general  practitioner,  from  whom  all  is 
expected  at  one  dollar  a  visit  (charged,  at  that),  must  stand  aside. 
Should  he  by  chance  drop  into  a  "section"  meeting  of  these  experts 
it  is  only  to  have  his  ears  dinned  with  "words  of  learned,  length  and 
thundering  sound" — the  sesquipedalia  of  Science. 

This  "notice"  is  by  a  poor  general  practitioner — the  dollar  a 
visit,  charged,  included — and  cannot,  of  course,  be  written  de  fro- 
fundis.    He  can  only  declare  for  himself  how  far  these  books  go 
towards  teaching  him  that  which  he  did  not  know,  and  much  of 
which  he,  and  every  general  practitioner  should  know. 

In  a  specialty  "a  little  knowledge  is  a  dangerous  thing"  and  that 
danger  these  books  will  make  evident.  So  far  as  they  fall  into 
honest  hands  they  will  relegate  to  the  specialist  such  cases  as  only  a 
general  practitioner  should  never  meddle  with.  This  will  be  a  de- 
sirable gain  for  humanity,  and  a  just  one  for  the  specialists  them- 
selves, and  to  further  such  righteous  ends  every  general  practitioner 
should  own  these  volumns.  An  eye  or  an  ear  that  might  have 
been  saved  is  an  event  to  be  guarded  against  by  every  honest  phys- 
ician ;  and  even  if  special  aid  and  skill  can  not  be  gotten  it  will  be 
far  better  for  the  general  practitioner  if  he  has  these  books  to  en- 
able him  to  do  his  best. 

By  Dr.  Worcester's  book  we  get  a  good  insight  into  the  Uni- 
versity of  Boston.  Such  lectures  are  highly  creditable  to  it  when 
one  has  been  hearing  "Professors"  who  talk  at  once  against  time 
and  Lindley  Murray.  The  book  is  not  exhaustive,  could  not  be  for 
such  an  audience,  but  it  is  intelligent  and  is  evidently  the  work  of* 
one  who  is  "up"  in  his  subject  and  who  has  studied  it  not  only  in 
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books.  One  strongmark  of  verity  the  book  has,  namely,  its  indica- 
tions for  remedies.  Turn  to  that  Manual  of  Jahr's,  translated  by 
Galloway,  and  which  the  painstaking  Jahr  surely  "evolved  from  his 
inner  consciousness."  In  it  the  indications  are  insaner  than  the  pa- 
tients, and  they  tend  to  drive  the  reader  in  that  direction.  In  Dr. 
Worcester's  book  the  indications  are  given  from  what  a  remedy  has 
done,  and  salient  indications  are  even  noted  for  their  nakedness  and 
boldness  of  outline. 

The  book  which  Prof.  Allen  has  relegated  solely  to  Dr.  Nor- 
ton in  its  second  edition,  is  one  to  which  the  heart  warms  when  it 
knows  its  history. 

Years  ago  an  ophthalmic  hospital  was  captured  from  the  Phil- 
listines  by  a  commendable  coup  cP  etat,  and  homoeopathic  surgeons 
were  installed.  They  have  since  held  it  by  their  actual  doing,  and 
this  book  is  the  outcome  of  their  actual  doing.  They  have  worked 
the  mine  of  our  Materia  Medica,  and  they  now  give  us  the  metal 
from  the  mint,  stamped  at  its  actual  values,  and  ready  to  pass  cur- 
rent the  world  around. 

It  is  a  book  of  which  necessity  is  the  father  and  experience  the 
mother,  and  with  suce  a  geniture  it  is  a  rara  libris  among  books, 
and  to  be  esteemed  as  such. 

The  last  work  on  our  list  is  the  first  of  its  .  kind  in  America, 
and  in  the  language  of  the  ring,  "it  comes  up  smiling."  Cicero 
wrote  a  "preface"  for  it,  foreseeing  that  it  lay  shaping  itself  in  the 
womb  of  time. 

It  is  wonderful  to  look  back  as  one  turns  over  the  leaves  of 
this  beautiful  octavo.  In  1683  there  came  from  the  Parisian  press  a 
12mo.  with  plates,  by  Guichard  J.  DuVerney,  "of  the  Royal  Acad- 
emy of  Sciences,  Counsellor  Physician  in  Ordinary  to  the  late  King 
of  France,  and  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  in  the  Royal 
Physick-Garden  at  Paris."  It  is  entitled  "A  Treatise  of  the  Organ 
of  Hearing,  containing  the  Structure,  the  Uses,  and  the  Diseases  of 
all  the  parts  of  the  Ear."  It  became  celebrated,  and  found  an  En- 
glish translator — one  John  Marshall  as  student  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital — in  1737. 

The  anatomy  of  the  ear  occupies  66  pages;  23  suffice  for  the 

physiology,  and  the  diseases  are  disposed  of  in  55.    A  glance  at  the 

latter  may  be  pardoned  by  even  the  "practical  man,"  for  it  is  well  to 
know  how  we  are  advancing. 
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"The  most  common  symptoms  of  the  external  Parts  of  the 
Ear  is  Pain ;  it  commonly  infests  the  Concha^  and  the  whole  audi- 
tory Passage  as  far  as  the  Membrana  Tympani.  Experience 
teaches  us  that  it  is  accompany'd  witn  Pricking,  Erosion,  Tension, 
Weight  and  Pulsation. 

"I  shall  not  in  this  place  explain  the  Nature  of  the  Pain  in  gen- 
eral, but  shall  treat  of  it  more  largely  when  I  come  to  the  Organ  of 
Feeling.  Now  here  it  will  be  sufficient  to  know  that  pain  is  caus'd 
by  a  solution  of  Continuity  of  Particles,  which  when  they  are  unit- 
ed, form  the  first  Constitution  of  the  Parts  of  Animal  Bodies; 
This  Solution  of  Continuity  causes  an  irregular  Motion  in  the 
Spirits,  and  in  these  two  Things  the  former  Reason  of  Pain  con- 
sists. 

"This  being  allow'd,  we  may  easily  know  that  whatsoever  can 
cause  a  Solution  of  Continuity  in  the  Particles  of  the  Membrane, 
which  lines  the  auditory  Passage,  and  excite  this  irregular  Motion 
of  the  Spirits,  is  capable  of  producing  pain.  Thus  an  Inflamma- 
tion, extraneous  Bodies  in  the  passage,  Worms,  and  in  a  word,  all 
that  can  cause  Pain  in  other  parts,  may  be  applicable  to  this  here. 
But  besides  this,  the  Ancients  have  maintain'd  that  Pains  in  the  Ear 
may  happen  without  any  Inflammation,  and  without  any  conjunct 
cause;  from  whence  they  have  explained  these  Pains  by  Intemperies 
alone  without  Matter,  which  they  commonly  believ'd  to  to  proceed 
from  Excess  of  Cold  or  Heat:  but  as  these  Intemperies  without 
Matter  are  imaginary,  and  as  we  may  find  in  the  Part,  Things  ca- 
pable of  producing  this  violent  Pain,  I  will  lay  down  my  Senti- 
ments of  it  in  few  words. 

"I  take  notice  that  the  Wax  which  is  amass'd  in  the  Ear  is 
bitter  and  viscous,  and  that  occasionally  it  abounds  with  acrid  and 
lixivious  salts,  which  are  mix'd  with  thick  and  oleaginous  Particles; 
these  Principles  give  it  very  nigh  the  Qualities  which  are  attributed 
to  the  Bile,  which  it  very  much  resembles.  If  it  happens  by  any 
Means  whatsoever,  that  the  saline  Juices  disengage  and  expand 
themselves,  and  that  being  more  exalted  than  usual  their  Points  act 
with  More  Violence ;  it  is  evident  that  they  must  cause  great  Disor- 
ders in  the  auditory  Passage,  because  of  its  extreme  Sensibility. 
Cold  and  Heat  are  most  commonly  the  Causes  of  it.  For  Cold 
thickening  this  wax,  and  rendering  it  more  viscous,  causes  it  to  ob- 
struct and  stop  up  the  excretory  Ducts  of  the  Glands,  as  it  may  be 
observed  in  the  other  neigboring  glandular  Parts,in  which  this  Action 
of  the  Air  causes  the  like  Obstructions:  from  whence  it  follows,  that 
the  saline  Juices  which  were  in  motion,and  in  a  Disposition  to  pass  out, 
being  obstructed  in  the  Glands,  puff  up  and  swell  them ;  and  be- 
coming more  acrimonious  by  their  being  detain'd,  prick  upon  the 
Extremities  of  the  Nerves,  with  which  the  auditory  Passage  is 
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stor'd;  and  are  the  Cause  of  a  very  great  Disorder  in  the  Spirits, 
and  consequently  of  that  great  Pain  of  the  Ear." 

Of  course  the  reader,  whether  a  "practical  man"  or  otherwise, 
has  had  enough  of  Du  Verney /  certainly  enough  to  contrast  1683 
with  1882.  We  have,  surely,  learned  from  Du  Verney  what  pain 
is  not;  but  where  is  the  wise  one  who  will  tell  us  to-day  what  it  is? 

But  did  the  reader  catch  a  significance  in  the  date  of  Du  Ver- 
ney's  book  which  is  notable.  The  French  original  appeared  in 
1683;  the  English  translation  in  1737;  bear  these  dates  in  mind. 

One  thing  the  reader  must  have  discerned  in  Du  Verney* s  pathol- 
ogy of  pain,  namely,  something  very  similar  to  Mead's  celebrated 
"Mechanical  Account  of  Poisons?  Now  Mead  was  ten  years  old 
when  Du  Verney  published  his  work  on  the  Ear,  and  Mead  did 
not  publish  his  "Mechanical  Account  of  Poisons"  until  1701.  Mead 
was  an  helluo  librorum;  he  returned  from  the  continent  in  1696, 
had  undoubtedly  read  Du  Vernefs  Treatise  on  the  Ear  (for  it  was 
noted  then)  and,  as  undoubtedly,  appropriated  the  idea  of  his  "Me- 
chanical Account  of  Poisons"  from  the  French  Professor. 

I  do  not  know  that  this  petty  theft  has  been  pointed  out  before, 
but  even  if  it  has  is  it  not  awe-inspiring  to  think  that  ©ut  of  the  future 
can  come  the  condemnation  of  the  wrong;  and  if  wrong-doers 
whom  the  grave  has  held  for  over  a  century  (Mead  died  in  1754) 
are  detected  by  men  of  to-day,  how  fares  it  with  the  wrong-doers 
whom  no  grave  can  hide  from  the  All-seeing  and  All-knowing? 
But  this  is  dreadful  old-fashioned — a  truce  to  it,  if,  indeed,  there 
can  be  a  truce  with  an  eternal  verity. 

It  would  ill  become  a  non-specialist  to  pass  judgement  upon 
the  intrinsic  merits  of  Dr.  Winslovv's  book,  but  even  a  general  read- 
er of  Medicine  can  see  in  it  an  author  who  has  a  firm  grasp  and  an 
intelligent  apprehension  of  his  subject.  There  is  about  it  an  air  of 
self-reliant  confidence  which,  when  not  offensive,  can  come  only 
from  a  consciousness  of  knowing  the  matter  in  hand,  and  we  have 
never  read  a  medical  work  which  would  more  quickly  lead  us  to 
give  its  author  our  confidence  in  his  ministrations.  This  is  always 
the  recompense  of  honest,  and  earnest,  and  inclusive  scholarshio, 
and  this  author  is  entitled  to  his  meed. 

We  turn  from  these  three  books  with  thankfulness  for  a  new 
aspect  of  Homozpathic  Literature /  wc  find  in  it  intelligence  and 
culture  inspiring  an  honest  purpose.  Truth  asks  no  more;  should 
have  no  less.  S.  A.  Jones. 

Ann  Arbor,  March  /j,  1882. 


248 


AMERICAN  OBSERVER. 


[May 


E.  A.  LODGE,  SEn'r,  M.  D.,  DETROIT,  MICH.,  GENERAL  EDITOR. 


WHAT  AILS  THE  OBSERVER? 

Our  many  friends  enquire  anxiously.  We  reply  that  the 
Observer  is  not  sick.  The  present  number  gives  evidence  of  the 
fact.  It  will  be  considered  as  good  as  any  we  have  issued,  and  we 
have  sufficient  contributions  for  several  numbers,  equally  as  fine  in 
quality.  We  have  heard  of  an  excellent  journal  of  our  school  which 
received  sufficient  pecuniary  support,  but  died  because  the  profession 
did  not  write  for  it.    We  are  in  no  such  danger. 

But  it  is  true  that  the  General  Editor  has  been  somewhat  of  an 
invalid,  and  being  called  to  Philadelphia  on  special  service,  gladly 
embraced  the  opportunity  afforded  for  a  vacation.  We  were  detained 
in  the  Quaker  City  much  longer  than  we  expected,  and  then  going 
to  New  York  and  Boston  before  our  return,  we  were  absent  long 
enough  to  seriously  delay  the  publication  of  the  Journal. 

At  Philadelphia  we  met  with  Drs.  Lippe,  Morgan,  Dudley, 
Kent,  Pancoast,  Bradford,  Hitchen,  Toothacher,  and  others,  who 
treated  us  with  marked  kindness  and  attention. 

In  New  York  we  enjoyed  a  brief  visit  with  Professors  Lilien- 
thal,  Dowling,  Helmuth,  Houghton,  and  other  old  friends. 

Boston  had  one  specially  attractive  feature,  and  only  for  this  we 
should  not  have  gone  there  this  year.  We  allude  to  the  various 
works  under  charge  of  Dr.  Charles  Cullis.  These  we  have  felt  a 
deep  interest  in  for  several  years.  Calling  at  Dr.  Cullis'  office  a  little 
before  his  office  hours,  (2-4  p.  m.)  we  were  shown  into  a  waiting- 
room,  where  we  found  good  reading  matter,  which  occupied  us 
profitably  until  his  arrival.  Presently  we  were  gratified  at  looking 
into  a  genial  face  that  will  well  bear  studying.  He  met  us  very  cor- 
dially, and  shortly  after  took  us  to  his  home  at  Walpole,  19  miles 
from  Boston,  which  adjoins  the  forty  acres  purchased  for  the  Cancer 
home.    Dr.  C.  introduced  us  to  Miss  Angell,  who  has  been  phy si- 
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cian  to  the  cancer  home,  a  very  worthy  young  lady  from  Michigan 
who  has  j\ist  earned  an  M.  D.  degree  from  the  Boston  University. 
After  spending  a  day  with  Dr.  Oil  lis  in  his  happy  home,  he  took  us 
to  Grove  hall,  four  miles  from  the  city  hall,  Boston,  where,  upon 
ten  acres,  are  erected  the  Consumptive's  home,  Faith  cure  house, 
Deaconesses  house,  Grove  hall  chapel,  and  two  Orphan  homes. 
Passing  through  these  the  first  impression  given  was  that  of  cheer- 
fulness. The  Consumptive's  home,  designed  for  incurables,  we 
might  expect  would  be  more  sombre  than  an  ordinary  hospital,  but 
we  found  it  far  from  being  a  melancholy  place.  The  grounds  about 
the  building  are  very  beautiful;  a  large  lawn,  fine  trees,  fragrant 
flowers;  the  rooms  of  Grove  hall  large,  neatly  furnished,  and 
adorned  with  bright  inscriptions,  mottoes  and  pictures.  We  re- 
mained at  Grove  hall  from  Saturday,  June  3d,  until  the  following 
Monday  morning,  and  had  more  opportunity  for  observing  the  in- 
terior workings  of  the  homes  than  could  be  afforded  general  visitors. 
Many  institutions  look  well  at  a  distance.  They  are  regarded  with 
admiration  when  all  their  good  features  are  dilated  upon  in  the 
annual  reports,  or  the  financial  agent's  circular.  Visited  during  the 
set  hour  provided  for,  when  everything  has  been  made  to  look  as 
well  as  possible,  they  are  not  thought  as  much  of  as  before,  and  if 
you  were  an  inmate  of  one  of  them  for  a  short  time,  your  estimate 
would  be  still  less.  Not  so  with  Dr.  Cullis'  work.  We  believe 
that  the  closer  it  is  looked  into  the  more  it  will  be  approved.  In 
every  particular  it  will  be  found  worthy. 

If  patients  are  rich,  or  have  friends  who  can  provide  for  them, 
they  are  not  welcomed  to  the  home.  These  houses  are  for  the  sick 
foor.  Poverty  is  an  indispensable  qualification.  To  be  sick,  "suffer- 
ing, in  great  need,  poor  and  friendless,  meets  the  requirement. 

Contrast  this  noble  work  with  those  which  are  called  charities 
all  over  our  land,  but  which,  in  comparison,  lack  so  much  of  the 
element  of  love  that  they  are  hardly  worthy  of  the  name  of  charity. 

In  Detroit  we  have  three  hospitals.  Pay  patients  are  wel- 
comed. The  poor  are  received  if  the  city  provides  for  payment  of 
the  bills.  In  Harper  hospital  there  are  some  free  beds,  but  these 
are  only  filled  when  the  ladies  who  pay  for  them  send  the  patients. 
The  advertisement  of  St.  Mary's  hospital  reads:     "Private  rooms 
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can  be  had  by  such  patients  as  desire  them,  and  are  able  to  bear  the 
expenses"  Signed,  the  Sister  Superior.  In  other  cities  there  are 
similar  regulations.  Where  else  in  America  are  there  such  abso- 
lutely free  homes  for  the  sick  and  needy  as  those  furnished  by  Dr. 
Cullis?  Why  are  there  not  more  such?  Will  any  say  that  if  they 
had  the  means  they  would  gladly  provide  for  the  sick  and  destitute, 
and  build  free  homes  for  the  aged,  the  infirm  and  for  the  orphan  ? 

Dr.  Cullis  commenced  his  work  about  seventeen  years  ago 
without  any  pecuniary  ability.  He  has  been  sustained  by  contribu- 
tions from  all  parts  of  the  world  to  the  extent  of  ab©ut  half  a  mil- 
lion dollars,  and  this  without  subscription  lists,  soliciting  agents, 
advertising,  or  resort  to  any  of  the  usual  expedients  for  raising 
money  for  charitable  uses.  As  means  are  required  Dr.  Cullis  asks 
God  for  them  in  the  same  confidence  and  simplicity  that  a  son  goes 
to  an  earthly  father  for  the  help  necessary  for  any  work  which  his 
father  approves. 


PERSECUTED  FOR  THE  FAITH. 

Through  the  machinations  of  half  a  dozen  country  "regulars" 
Dr.  H.  W.  Taylor  has  just  been  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  of  Park 
county,  Ind.,  for  "producing  a  miscarriage,  death  resulting."  The 
"miscarriage"  referred  to  was  Barnes1  operation  for  the  induction  of 
premature  labor,  and  was  resorted  to  after  consultation  with  Dr. 
G.  W.  Taylor,  of  Greencastle,  and  Dr.  H.  P.  Challenger,  of  Terre 
Haute — the  latter  gentleman  assisting  in  the  operation  which 
was  performed  in  the  presence  of  the  family  of  the  patient,  and  a 
dozen  other  witnesses. 

It  may  be  safely  said  that  nowhere  under  the  sun  save  in  a  dog- 
fennel  hamlet  of  Indiana  could  there  be  found  medical  men  igno- 
rant and  vicious  enough  to  attempt  to  fasten  a  color  of  criminality 
upon  a  practitioner  simply  because  he  is  a  homceopathist  in  thera- 
peutics. 

A  damage  suit  for  slanJer  which  Dr.  Taylor  has  brought 
against  the  principal  instigator  of  the  prosecution  will  doubtless  de- 
velope  the  exonoration  of  himself,  and  the  condemnation  of  the 
persecuting  party. 
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ALBERT  LODGE,  M.  D.,  DETROIT,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 


RETIREMENT  OF  PROF.  DOWLING 

FROM  THE  DEANSH1P  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  HOMOEOPATHIC  COLLEGE. 


After  twelve  years  in  the  position  of  Registrar  and  Dean  of 
the  New  York  Homoepathic  Medical  College,  Dr.  Dowling  has  re- 
tired from  the  position.  Below  will  be  found  his  letter  of  retire- 
ment and  the  action  of  the  trustees  thereon.  The  Doctor  still  re- 
tains his  chair  as  Professor  of  Physical  Diagnosis  and  Diseases  of 
the  Heart  and  Lungs: 

313  Madison  Ave.,  New  York, 
March  20,1882. 
To  the  Faculty  of  the  N.  T.  Homoeopathic  Medical  College: 

Gentlemen  : — The  By-Laws  of  our  College  Faculty  provide 
for  the  annual  election  of  the  Dean,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees.    That  election  takes  place  of  Thursday  next. 

For  many  successive  years  you  have  honored  me  by  unani- 
mously electing  me  to  this  high  position,  an  evidence  of  confidence 
which  I  have  fully  appreciated. 

On  several  previous  occasions  when  the  time  for  holding  this 
annual  election  was  approaching  I  have  felt  that  a  proper  regard  for 
my  health  should  prompt  a  refusal  on  my  part  to  permit  my  name 
to  be  again  used  in  connection  with  the  position,  for  the  duties  and 
responsibilities,  although  seemingly  light,  are  more  arduous  than  are 
generally  supposed,  and  the  anxieties  to  a  man  anxious  for  the 
hearty  approval  of  all,  and  unhappy  if  in  the  performance  of  his 
official  duties  he  does  not  obtain  it,  are  indeed  great. 

Although  as  a  faculty,  as  individual  friends  you  have  endeav- 
ored to  lighten  my  labors  as  far  as  was  possible,  and  by  your  words 
of  encouragement  and  many  acts  of  kindness  given  evidence  of 
your  appreciation  of  my  feeble  efforts,  thus  making  ine  disregard 
the  constant  mental  strain  to  which  this  position  in  addition  to  my 
professional  duties,  and  the  cares  which  every  father  experiences  in 
the  support  and  education  of  a  family  of  children,  has  submitted  me, 
I  feel  that  it  will  be  better  for  me,  that  it  is  my  duty  to  discontinue 
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these  extra  labors  under  which  my  predecessor,  the  beloved  Carroll 
Dunham,  broke.  I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  1  be  permittted 
to  retire  from  the  Deanship  of  this  College  and  that  another  be  elected 
to  fill  the  position  which,  although  not  unattended  with  disappoint- 
ments and  sorrows  has  afforded  me  as  much  real  happiness  as 
should  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  man  in  an  average  lifetime. 

In  retiring  from  this  position  let  me  assure  you  of  my  constant, 
my  continued  love  for  the  institution  whose  interests  I  have  watch- 
ed for  so  many  years,  and  assure  you  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact 
that  I  shall,  in  the  chair  which  I  represent,  still  be  able  to  work  for 
Homoeopathy  and  our  College,  this  would  be  one  of  the  most  un- 
happy moments  of  my  life. 

Trusting  the  same  uninterrupted  harmony  which  has  character- 
ized our  association  together  as  a  faculty  may  continue  for  very 
many  years  to  come,  I  remain 

Your  true  friend  and  co-laborer 

J.  W.  Dowling. 

The  communication  was  received  and  on  motion  of  Prof.  Hel- 
muth  the  following  complimentary  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted : 

Whereas,  Dr.  J.  W.  Dowling-  has  considered  it  expedient  to 
resign  the  Deanship  of  the  N.  Y.  Homoeopathic  Medical  College, 
a  position  of  honor  and  trust  which  he  has  filled  with  conscientious 
fidelity  for  the  space  of  twelve  years,  and 

Whereas,  The  faculty  of  this  College,  thoroughly  under- 
standing the  labor,  anxiety  and  responsibility  which  are  necessarily 
associated  with  the  Deanship  and  feeling,  as  they  do,  that  the  duties 
of  this  office  have  been  thoroughly  fullfilled  to  the  utmost  of  the 
abilities  of  the  retiring  Dean,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Faculty  do  hereby  tender 
to  Dr.  Dowling  their  sincere  thanks  for  the  able  manner  in  which 
he  has  discharged  his  duty  as  Dean,  and  take  this  method  of  show- 
ing their  appreciation  of  his  services  in  behalf  of  the  New  York 
Homoeopathic  Medical  College;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  presented  to  the 
retiring  Dean  as  a  special  token  of  the  continued  frindship  and  es- 
teem of  his  associates  in  the  Faculty. 

By  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Faculty  it  was  resolved  that  the 
Doctor's  letter  be  entered  upon  the  College  records  and  that  the 
above  resolutions  be  handsomely  engrossed,  signed  by  the  members 
of  the  governing  faculty,  framed  and  presented  to  the  retiring  Dean. 
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The  Faculty  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year,  with  the  following  result: 

Prof.  T.  F.  Allen,  Dean. 

Prof.  J.  W.  Dowling,  President  of  the  Faculty. 
Prof.  Bradford,  Secretary  of  the  Faculty. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  held  Saturday 
evening,  March  25th,  the  Dean's  resignation  was  accepted  and  the 
action  of  the  Faculty,  in  electing  Prof.  Allen  as  Dean  of  the  Col- 
lege, was  confirmed. 

The  Trustees  then  passed  resolutions  of  regret  on  the  retire- 
ment of  Prof.  Dowling,  complimenting  him  on  the  ability  and  fair- 
ness with  which  he  had  for  so  many  years  served  the  college,  and 
ordered  the  resolutions  to  be  handsomely  engrossed  and  signed  by 
the  President,  Vice  President  and  Secretary  of  their  Board  and 
presented  to  the  Doctor  as  a  token  of  their  continued  friendship  and 
esteem. 


HAHNEMANN  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  AND  HOSPITAL. 

The  twenty-second  Annual  Commencement  Exercises  of  the 
college  were  held  in  the  Grand  Opera  House,  Chicago,  on  the 
afternoon  of  February  23, 1882.  The  audience  was  large,  brilliant 
and  enthusiastic.  The  order  of  exercises,  conducted  by  Prof.  Vilas, 
was  as  follows:  1 — Prayer ;  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  C.  Burroughs. 
2— Music.  3— The  Annual  Report  of  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
4 — The  President's  Address ,  Prof.  A.  E.  Small.  5 — Music. 
6— The  Valedictory  Prof.  S.  Leavitt.  1 —Music.  8—  Class  Val- 
edictory, W.  T  Stone,  M.  D.  9— Distribution  of  Prizes,  Prof. 
Vilas.    10 — Mnsic.    11 — Benediction. 

THE  ANNUAL  REPORT,  BY  R.  LUDLA.M,  M.  D.,  DEAN 

OF  THE  FACULTY. 

Mr.  President: — Our  Twenty-second  Annual  Report  for  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  College  and  Hospital  is  a  most  encouraging 
one.  The  last  collegiate  year  has  been  characterized  by  such  a  unity 
of  purpose,  of  effect,  and  of  attainment  on  the  part  of  the  faculty  and 
the  pupils,  as  is  seldom  realized  by  an  educational  institution.  The 
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winter  term  of  instruction,  just  closed,  embraced  twenty  weeks  of 
lectures  in  the  college  and  hospital.  The  class  consisted  of  263 
students  who  came  hither  from  sixteen  States  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  special  advantages  offered  them.  Of  this  number  twenty-seven 
have  come  from  other  colleges  to  complete  their  education  in  ours, 
and  thirty  have  come  to  Chicago  from  the  East,  because  of  its  su- 
perior advantages  and  its  growing  importance  as  a  medical  centre. 
These  facts  show  that,  for  the  last  six  years,  the  ratio  of  increase  of 
our  students  has  been  25  per  cent  yearly.  This  growth  has  kept 
pace  with  the  improved  character  of  the  instruction  given,  especially 
in  the  clinical  departments,  for  which  this  college  is  so  deservedly 
distinguished. 

The  Hahnemann  Hospital,  which  was  chartered  by  a  special  act 
of  the  Legislature  in  1855,  and  which  for  many  years  struggled  un- 
der adverse  circumstances,  has,  through  the  generosity  of  its  friends, 
been  greatly  enlarged  and  improved  during  the  past  year.  Its  wards 
and  its  spacious  clinical  amphitheatre  afford  such  new  and  increased 
facilities  as  now  make  it  an  ideal  centre  of  practical  instruction  in  all 
the  objective  branches  of  medicine  and  surgery.  The  advantage  of 
having  this  hospital  under  the  permanent  and  exclusive  control  of 
our  Board  of  Trustees  is  more  manifest  than  ever  before. 

Out  of  the  general  class,  107  candidates  have  been-  carefully  and 
faithfully  examined,  and  the  result  has  shown  a  most  gratifying  evi- 
dence of  advance  in  the  grade  of  acquirement.  We,  as  a  Faculty, 
are  satisfied  that,  having  complied  with  the  regulations  of  this  col- 
lege and  with  those  of  the  commonwealth  of  Illinois,  these  ap- 
plicants are  eligible  for  the  degree  which,  Mr.  President,  it  is  your 
privilege  to  bestow. 

■ 

GRADUATES. 

Aborn,  E.  S.,  M.  D.,  Iowa;  Abbott,  Solon,  Vermont;  Alex- 
ander, Ernest  L.,  Iowa;  Altman  Louis  Gilbert,  Ohio;  Andrews, 
Sarah  W.,  Illinois ;  Baker,  Will  H.,  Pennsylvania;  Bass,  Selvy  A., 
Vermont;  Boll,  Theodor,  Illinois;  Bowerman,  Martha  A.,  Illinois; 
Boyce,  Mary  Louise,  Newjork.  Breckenb ridge,  Mary  J.,  Iowa; 
Brighan  Luman  P.,  Indiana;  Brown,  Manual  J.,  Ohio;  Brown, 
Alice  Kershaw,  Pensylvania;  Burd,  Erwin,  M.  D.,  Iowa;  Carey, 
Cora  E.  Ohio;  Chase,  Warren  T.,  Iowa;  Clapp,  Eben  P.,  Illinois; 
Clark,  Wesley  Orlando,  Iowa;  Clark,  G.  Hardy,  Illinois;  Cole, 
John  D.,  New  York;  Collister,  John  Shaeffer,  Illinois;  Colwell, 
Ben  L..  Illinois;  Copp,  Charles  H.,  Wisconsin;  Corey,  Jay,  Mich- 
igan; Cowan,  M.  W.,  M.  D.,  Kansas;  Cowles,  Arthur  Henry, 
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Iowa;  Cutler,  Henry  Pliny,  Iowa;  DeLancy,  Sheldon,  Spencer, 
Ills.;  Dresser,  Frank  E.,  Michigan;  Du  Bois,  John  W.,  Jr.,  Iowa; 
Eaton,  Samuel  Lewis,  Wisconsin;  Ehle,  George  Edwin,  Michigan; 
Ehle,  Hiram  B.,  Wisconsin;  Erford,  Teodor,  Illinois;  Everett,  Ed- 
ward, Illinois;  Foss,  Warren  S.,  Vermont;  Foster,  Lysander  P.} 
Minnesota;  French,  Samual  Martin,  Illinois;  Gilkeson,  Hugh  P., 
Missouri;  Glasier,  Willis  H.,  Wisconsin;  Glover,  H.  Gray,  Michi- 
gan; Goodhue,  Huldah  A.,  Illinois;  Guyott,  Ezra  John,  New 
York;  Hall,  Levi,  Minnesota;  Hall,  Pearl  M.,  Minnesota;  Han- 
ners,  Harvey,  Wisconsin;  Harding,  Evilela,  Indiana;  Hendrickson, 
P.  J.,  Missouri;  Hingston,  J.  W.,  Illinois;  Hinman,  Carlton  V., 
Michigan;  Hogan,  C,  Illinois;  Jewell,  Henry  H.,  Vermont;  Kes- 
ter,  M.  Addie,  Kansas;  Kiser  Samuel  Judson,  Indiana;  Knicker- 
bocker, Chauncey  W.,  Iowa;  Knowles,  Girard  F.,  Wisconsin; 
Knaack,  T.  L.,  Illinois;  Kurt,  Katherine,  Ohio;  Larson,  George 
M.,  Illinois;  Latham,  O.  E.,  Ohio;  Mathews,  Thomas  Henry,  Cal- 
ifornia; May,  John  A.,  Michigan;  Martz,  Chr.,  Indiana;  Mayo, 
John  Henry,  Vermont;  Meilicke,  Agustus  Charles,  Minnesota; 
Meredith,S.P.,Wisconsin ;  Miller,  John,  New  York ;  Miller,  Martin, 
Indiana;  Miles,  D.  D.,  M.  D.,  Missouri;  Murray,  Jacob  P.,  M.  D., 
Tennessee;  Nye,  Josephine  Florence,  Wisconsin;  Otis,  Charles 
Francis,  New  York;  Outland,  Warren  H.,  M.  D.;  Ohio;  Peck, 
Millie  A.,  Illinois;  Peck,  Eliza  S.,  Illinois;  Pelham,  Annie  May? 
Iowa;  Pitblado,  Colin,  B.  A.,  Nova  Scotia;  Phillips,  Thomas,  Illi- 
nois; Read,  Edwin  C,  Jr.,  West  Virginia;  Russell,  George  A., 
New  York;  Salter,  Johnson  P.,  Wisconsin;  Sawyer,  John  Emery, 
Massachusetts;.  Sawyer,  Eugene  W.,  Indiana;  Seymour,  Mary  A., 
Illinois;  Scott,  Warren  D.,  M.  D.,  Colorado;  Seward,  Belle,  Illin- 
ois; Simmons,  George  H.,  Colorado;  Spencer,  E.  S.  B.,  Illinois; 
Smith,  George  W.  B.,  New  York;  Steele,  Fred  Elton,  Vermont; 
Stoaks,  Frank  E.,  Ohio;  Stone,  William  T.,  Wisconsin;  Stull, 
Orphelia  S.,  New  York;  Swan,  Jesse  J.,  Massachusetts;  Thomas, 
Edmund  P.,  Ohio;  Thompson,  Charles  L.,  Michigan;  Thurston, 
Rufus  Leander,  California;  Tillotson,  Willie,  Clinton,  Vermont; 
Towers,  Mattie  R.,  Indiana;  Waggoner,  George  W., Pennsylvania; 

Walker,  Leonidas  C,  Ohio;  Walsh,  Charles  A.,  Michigan;  Ward, 
George  Curwin,  Massachusetts;  Webb,  William  Burton,  Wiscon- 
sin; Wetmore,  J erred  D.,  Michigan;  Wheeler,  Frank,  Vermont; 
Wilder,  Carleton  V.,  Iowa. 
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Biggar.  Our  talented  colleague,  Prof.  H.  F.  Biggar,  expects 
to  leave  for  Europe  August  2d  to  be  absent  until  October.  We 
hope  that  the  voyage  will  be  pleasant  and  invigorating,  and  that  he 
will  return  prepared  for  hard  work  next  winter. 

Dowling.  Prof.  J.  W.  Dowling,  M.  D.,  has  a  spirited  de- 
fence of  Homoeopathy  in  the  June  number  of  the  North  American 
Review.  This  is  in  reply  to  a  paper  against  our  school  by  Prof. 
Palmer  of  the  University  of  Michigan  which  appeared  in  the 
March  number  of  N.  A.  Review. 

Hart.  Our  colleague,  C.  P.  Hart,  M.  D.,  has  opened  an 
office  at  331  West  Seventh  street,  Cincinnati,  for  the  treatment  of 
Chronic  Diseases,  where  he  may  be  found  each  day  between  2  and 
4  P.  M. 

Lodge.  Our  son  Charles  D.  Lodge,  who  was  so  many  years 
in  the  Pharmacy  at  Detroit,  is  now  with  the  Pulley  T.  S.  Co.,  704 
Broadway,  New  York. 

Lilienthal.  Since  the  death  of  his  brother  at  Cincinnati, 
Prof.  Lilienthal  has  determined  to  forego  his  European  trip  and  will 
go  across  the  continent  to  San  Francisco,  and  from  thence  to  the 
Sandwich  Islands.  Our  esteemed  colleague  will  have  the  earnest 
desire  of  hundreds  of  friends  for  his  complete  restoration. 

Walsh.  Dr.  C.  A.  Wash  has  removed  from  Bay  City,  Mich., 
to  149  Lafayette  ave.,  Detroit,  where  he  has  both  office  and  resi- 
dence. 

Worcester.  Dr.  Samuel  Worcester,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  has 
written  "A  Review  of  the  Guiteau  Case,"  which  comes  to  us  in  a 
neat  pamphlet  of  19  pp.  He  closes  it  by  saying:  "I  have  tried  to 
give  a  clear  statement  of  some  of  the  reasons  for  believing  that 
Guiteau  was  sane  on  the  2d  of  July  1881,  and  cousequently  why 
my  opinion  was  changed  from  that  based  upon  newspaper  report." 


MARITAL. 

Martin— Davis.  By  the  Rev.  W.  Pollard,  W.  J.  Martin,  M.  D..  to  Miss 
Maud  E.  Davis,  both  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Zkrns — Coon.  At  the  First  Presbyterian  church,  Watertown,  N.  Y.,bjr 
Rev.  S.  A.  Hoyt,  Wm.  M.  Zerns,  M.  D.,  to  Miss  Anna  J.  Coon. 
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HENRY  C.  HOUGHTON,  M.  D.,  AND  GEO.  S.  NORTON,  M.  D.  EDITORS. 


IN  THE  RIGHT  DIRECTION. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  held 
January  5,  1882,  a  paper  was  read  by  Samuel  Sexton,  M.  D.,  en- 
titled "The  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Middle  Ear  and  Con- 
tiguous Parts  by  Milder   Measures   than   those   Commonly  in 
Vogue."* 

"The  causes  of  suppurative  diseases  of  the  ear  were  arranged 
under  three  heads;  first  nervous  sympathy,  as  from  dental  or  uterine 
irritations;  second,  extension  of  catarrhal  inflammation  from  the 
naso-pharynx  through  the  Eustachian  tube  to  the  ear;  and  third 
mechanical  or  direct  influences,  as  the  entrance  of  water  in  bathing 
and  the  use  of  the  nasal  douche.  Many  cases  of  acute  aural  catarrh 
ran  a  mild  course.  If  such  simple  cases  however  were  treated  by 
violent  measures,  such  as  leeching,  blistering  and  untimely  incision 
of  any  of  the  tissues  about  the  ear,  or  by  vigorous  inflations  of  the 
tympanum,  they  might  take  on  a  severe  form  of  inflammation  and 
adjacent  structures  might  then  rapidly  become  involved.  He  would 
not  dogmatically  assert  that  all  cases  thus  treated  would  take 
such  a  course,  but  he  was  fully  convinced  that  in  a  large  number  of 
instances  the  cases  would  do  better  without  them,  and  many  times 
they  did  much  harm." 

In  proceeding  the  essayist  remarked  that  "there  were  some 
remedies  which  had  not  been  generally  adopted  in  the  treatment  of 
aural  inflammation  that  had  in  his  hands  proved  to  be  of  great 
value.  One  of  the  most  important  of  these  was  calx  sulphurata 
or  sulphurated  lime."  Dr.  Sexton  had  "first  used  this  some  six 
years  ago  in  furuncular  disease  and  the  results  were  so  gratifying 
that  he  had  published  them  in  the  American  Journal  of  Otology 
for  January,  1879.  He  gave  it  in  doses  of  one  half  grain  repeated 
every  three  or  four  hours  and  seldom  found  it  necessary  to  increase 
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the  dose.  A  smaller  dose  was  sometimes  preferable,  especially  in 
children.  For  this  purpose  the  triturations  of  the  hepar  sulphur  of 
the  homa&opathists  were  satisfactory.  So  gratifying  had  been  his 
results  in  the  use  of  this  drug,  that  he  had  not  felt  called  upon  to 
leech  patients  for  years  however  severe  the  inflammation.  In  perios- 
titis externa  where  pus  threatened  to  form,  the  early  use  of  calcium 
sulphide  usually  relieved  all  symptoms  very  promptly." 

When  pains  remain  after  the  subsidence  of  inflammation  instead 
of  morphia  which,  especially  when  given  in  excess  he  condemns  as 
injurious,  Dr.  Sexton  recommends  aconite,  gelsemium  and  pulsatilla. 
"These  might  be  employed,"  says  he,  "in  varying  quantities  from  a 
drop  to  a  minute  portion  of  that  dose,  given  every  few  minutes  or 
every  few  hours  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient  or  the  urgency 
of  the  symptoms.  Pulsatilla  seemed  to  act  best  in  acute  aural  dis- 
eases of  children." 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  foregoing  treatment  would 
meet  with  general  approval.  While  some  of  the  members  were 
willing  to  admit  the  claimed  success  as  the  result  of  a  natural  pro- 
cess, others  saw  in  it  an  approach  to  homoeopathy,  and  condemned 
it  in  toto.  j.  h.  m. 

The  following  letter,  referring  to  the  above  article,  was  pub- 
lished by  mistake  in  our  March  issue.  We  reprint  it  here  where  it 
properly  belongs. 

New  York,  Feb.  10,  1882. 
Dear  Doctor. — I  have  the  honor  of  an  acquaintance  with  Dr. 
Samuel  Sexton  and  by  accepting  his  courteous  invitation  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  had  the  privilege  of  hear- 
ing his  paper.  The  English  language  is  rather  too  cool  to  convey 
the  impression  made  upon  my  mind  by  the  gentlemen  present  who 
heard  tor  the  first  time  perhaps,  the  "monstrous  doctrines"  promul- 
gated by  Dr.  Sexton.  My  friend  and  former  teacher,  Dr.  Roosa, 
(whom  I  esteem  as  I  ever  have,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  is 
a  sceptic  as  to  action  of  drugs,  and  I  an  enthusiast)  made  a  most 
graceful  concession  when  he  said,  "But  these  are  the  principles  of 
homoeopathy,"  they  may  be  correct  and  we  may  be  wrong.  The 
principles  of  treatment  enumerated  by  the  author  of  the  paper  rep- 
resents the  kind  adopted  by  my  friends  in  that  society  (Homoeopathic 
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Otological  Society)  for  I  have  several  personal  friends' among  its 
members." 

I  am  sorry  that  Dr.  Sexton  should  have  taken  a  different  posi- 
tion and  b  false  one,  when  he  said  he  failed  to  see  the  connection 
between  his  teachings  and  homoeopathy.  True  he  quotes  Ringer  as 
the  author  of  some  similar  teaching,  but  that  only  is  removing  the 
original  authority  one  step,  for  Ringer  has  only  sugar-coated  the 
dose  for  tendermouthed  practitioners.  These  principles  are  those  of 
homoeopathy. 

We  need  not  be  surprised  that  Dr.  Webster  does  not  know, 
but  he  candidly  says  he  should  insist  on  seeing  one  or  two  cases 
treated.    That  is  the  true  test.    Let  other  aurists  try  it. 

Yours  truly, 

Henry  C.  Houghton, 


AfCASE  OF  PURULENT  CAPSULITIS. 

9 


BY  GEO.  S.  NORTON,  M.  I). 


The  following  case,  occurring  in  my  clinic  at  the  N.  Y.  Oph- 
thalmic Hospital,  was  one  of  great  interest  to  me  both  on  account 
of  the  rarity  of  the  disease  and  the  success  which  attended  the  use 
of  homoeopathic  remedies:  Wm.  S.,  set.  50,  an  actor,  came  to  me 
April  28,  1881.  R.  V.  only  perception  of  shadows.  L.  V. 
Examination  showed  a  mature  hard  cataract  of  the  right  eve  and  an 
immature  cataract  of  the  left  eye.  An  operation  was  advised. 
About  June  1st  he  came  into  the  hospital  and  I  made  an  iridectomy 
upward,  in  the  right  eye,  preliminary  to  cataract  extraction.  Tke 
wound  healed  all  right.  On  June  20th  he  again  came  into  the 
hospital.  Ether  was  given,  when  a  Liebreich\s  incision  upwards 
was  made  without  the  use  of  a  speculum  or  fixation  forceps;  the 
lids  being  held  open  by  Dr.  Deady.  After  waiting  a  few  moments 
for  the  anterior  chamber  to  fill,  the  capsule  of  the  lens  was  divided 
with  the  cystotome.  A  little  later  the  lens  was  removed  without 
difficulty.  A  small  remnant  of  the  cortical  substance  was  allowed 
to  remain  in  the  anterior  chamber,  after  two  or  three  ineffectual  ef- 
forts to  remove.    Having  discarded  the  use  of  the  bandage  after 
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cataract  extraction,  the  mask,  which  I  now  substitute,  was  applied 
and  the  patient  put  to  bed  in  a  darkened  room.  Rhustox^oo 
was  administered.  No  unfavorable  symptoms  were  observed  until 
the  second  night  after  the  operation  when  h'e  complained  of  some 
pain  in  the  eye.  Upon  examination  the  lids  were  found  to  be 
slightly  oedematous;  there  was  moderate  lachrymation  and  chemosis, 
the  aqueous  was  hazy,  pupil  contracted  and  filled  with  a  yellow 
white  deposit.  Atropine  was  instilled  and  Rhus1  given  internally. 
Partial  dilatation  followed  the  use  of  the  Atropine,  and  for  a  few 
hours  the  symptoms  were  ameliorated.  The  next  evening,  as  the 
haziness  of  the  aqueous  and  purulent  deposit  in  the  pupil  seemed 
to  be  slowly  increasing,  Hepar  sulph.1  was  alternated  with  the 
Rhus,  every  half  hour.  On  the  following  day  an  improvement  in 
all  tHe  symptoms  was  perceptible,  but  there  was  also  observed  a 
small  prolapse  of  the  iris  at  the  outer  portion  of  the  cut.  As  the 
symptoms  were  all  subsiding,  it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  excise 
the  prolapsed  iris.  No  interruption  in  the  improvement  was  ob- 
served until  about  the  tenth  day,  when,  on  account  of  an  aggrava- 
tion, which  indicated  Apis,  this  drug  was  given  with  marked  bene- 
fit. Atropine  was  instilled  all  the  time  on  account  of  a  moderate 
degree  of  iritis.  By  July  5th  the  purulent  deposit  in  the  pupil  had 
nearly  disappeared  and  the  pupil  was  fairly  clear.  There  still  be- 
ing a  low  form  of  iritis  with  considerable  redness  of  the  eye,  sore- 
ness and  pain  on  moving,  Bryonia  and  Merc.  corr.  were  given. 
Under  these  remedies  all  the  inflammatory  symptoms  were  relieved 
and  on  July  18th  he  was  discharged  from  the  hospital,  V.  M  with 
convex  3  glass.  On  September  16th  he  was  again  tested  and  fitted 
with  glasses.  The  test  was  as  follows:  +  3£  *0  -f  22  c,  axis  120°. 
R.V.  difficulty.  With  -|-  3  sO  _|_  22  c,  axis  120°,  he  could  read 
No.  1  Jaeger.  The  pupil  was  clear.  The  iris  was  adhered  to 
cornea  (anterior  synechia)  at  the  point  of  prolapse;  in  other  respects 
the  eye  appeared  perfectly  normal.' 

Remarks.  Several  points  of  interest  are  presented  by  this 
case.  It  is  a  rare  complication  after  cataract  extraction.  Knapp,  in 
over  400  operations  observed  it  three  times.  This  proportion  nat- 
urally varies,  though  the  average  seems  to  be  less  than  one  per  cent. 
In  all  the  cases  which  I  have  found  reported,  a  dense  false  mem- 
v         brane  has  resulted  which  has  required  discission  before  vision  has 
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been  obtained.  In  the  case  just  given,  treated  according  to  the  law 
of  similars,  no  false  membrane  remained  and  the  result  was  perfect 
vision.  Whether  this  happy  termination  was  due  to  the  remedies 
or  was  only  a  fortunate  coincidence  we  cannot  tell.  It  seems,  how- 
ever, that  the  remedies  must  have  had  a  decided  influence,  judging 
from  the  rapid  improvement  in  the  eye  after  their  use.  The  reopen- 
ing of  the  wound  and  prolapse  of  the  iris  was  a  further  complica- 
tion which  however  on  account  of*  the  steady  improvement,  did  not 
warrant  operative  interference,  although  it  no  doubt  retarded  in  a 
measure  the  subsidence  of  the  inflammatory  symptoms  in  the  iris. 

Let  us  now  turn  for  a  few  moments  to  the  treatment.  No 
one  remedy  is  so  closely  indicated,  nor  has  one  proved  more  often 
beneficial  in  the  treatment  of  suppurative  inflammation  of  the  eye- 
ball after  cataract  extraction,  than  Rhus  tox.  On  account,  there- 
fore, of  its  verified  clinical  application,  and  its  marked  similarity  to 
the  disease,  Rhus  was  given.  It  seemed  at  first  to  check  the  pro- 
gress of  the  inflammation,  but  soon  the  inflammation  began  once 
more  to  make  headway.  From  the  purulent  character  of  the  in- 
flammation, sensitiveness  of  the  eye,  etc.,  Hepar  seemed  called  for 
although  we  had  never  clinically  seen  any  benefit  from  its  use  in 
this  condition.  The  question  arose,  shall  we  substitute  Hepar  for 
Rhus,  or  alternate  them.  It  was  soon  decided  in  favor  of  alterna- 
tion. We  believe  this  to  have  been  an  emergency  in  which  alterna- 
tion is  desirable,  and  the  termination  verified  the  wisdom  of  our 
choice.  Under  these  remedies,  the  improvement  was  rapid  and  the 
absorption  of  the  purulent  exudation  into  the  pupil  complete,  al- 
though other  remedies  were  afterward  required  for  the  low  form  of 

iritis  which  followed  the  capsulitis. 

154  West  34th  st.,  New  Tork  City. 


E.  A.  LODGE,  SEN'r,  M.  D.,  DETROIT,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  CYCLOPAEDIA  OF  SURG- 
ERT.  Edited  by  John  Ashurst,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  in  Six  Vol- 
umes, Vol.  1  fp.  777,  Wm.  Wood  <&  Co.,  N.  T. 


For  months  past  the  surgical  world  has  been  in  a  state  of  ex- 
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pectation  respecting  the  appearance  of  two  works  long- heralded  as 
"in  preparation,"  and  which  circumstances  had  compelled  the  pro- 
fession to  place  in  a  position  of  comparison.  Circulars  were  issued 
by  each  of  the  rival  houses,  in  which  the  work  of  its  competitor 
was  condemned  in  advance  of  publication,  and  it  was  with  feelings 
of  lively  interest,  at  least,  that  the  final  issue  of  the  "Americanized" 
Holmes,  by  Henry  C.  Lea  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  International 
Cyclopedia,  by  Wood  &  Co.,  w'ere  read.  As  comparison  and  crit- 
icism has  been  invited,  nay  challenged,  let  me,  although  a  surgeon 
of  the  humbler  sort,  attempt  the  task,  at  least  as  far  as  the  founda- 
tion chapters  are  concerned. 

Apart  from  all  questions  of  literary  merit,  the  close  print,  thin 
paper,  double  columns,  narrow  margins,  and  economy  of  space,  as 
found  in  Holmes,  at  once  predisposes  the  reader  in  its  favor,  as 
compared  with  the  thick  paper,  coarse  type,  wide  margins,  and 
evident  "padding"  of  its  rival ;  the  one  seems  to  aim  at  size,  the 
other  at  excellence,  and  each  attain  the  object  of  their  ambition. 

It  has  long  been  a  recognized  test  of  the  value  of  a  book  on 
Surgery  as  to  scientific  accuracy,  to  appeal  to  the  chapter  on  Inflam- 
mation. In  the  present  instance  the  test  is  a  peculiarly  valuable  one, 
as  in  one  case  we  have  a  distinctively  English  (practical)  treatise, 
in  the  other  as  distinctively  German  (metaphysical  and  speculative.) 
The  English  authors,  Callender  and  Simon,  lament  that  all  original 
histological  work  of  the  past  ten  or  fifteen  years  has  been  entirely 
German.  A  careful  reading  of  the  chapter  written  by  Strieker, 
in  the  Cyclopedia,  and  those  of  Callender  and  Simon  in  Holmes, 
will  probably  reconcile  the  reader  to  such  a  state  of  facts  as  the 
English  writers  mention,  and  give  him  occasion  to  thank  fortune 
that  there  are  English  interpreters  of  what  would  be  well-nigh 
unintelligible  without  them.  I  know  it  is  the  fashion  to  accept 
without  question  any  doctrine  labelled  from  Germany,  particularly 
coming  from  such  an  one  as  Strieker,  and  it  has  occasioned  no  sur- 
prise to  witness  the  unanimous  endorsement  by  the  medical  press, 
of  the  strange  doctrine  the  Cyclopedia  preaches;  still  it  seems  a 
little  strange  to  recall  the  similar  endorsement  of  Virchow,  Reck- 
linghausen, Cohnheim,  and  Rindfleisch,  and  many  others,  even 
while  one  authority  followed  the  other  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
differing  from  him.    The  presumption  is  a  fair  one,  that  the  re- 
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viewers  have  no  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject  themselves,  or 
dare  not  run  counter  to  the  fashion  pf  the  day,  which  commands 
unquestioning  obedience  to  the  authority  of  Germany. 

Although  it  has  long  been  a  recognized  fact,  that  there  are 
two  conditions  alike  in  some  physical  characters,  but  widely  differ- 
ent in  design  and  result,  viz.  hyperajmia  and  inflammation,  our 
author  confuses  them  strangely,  speaking  in  one  line  of  a  obstruc- 
tive inflammation,  in  another  of  a  instructive.  Why  not  recognize 
the  fact  that  hyperaemia  represents  a  reparative  and  physiological 
process,  whilst  inflammation  represents  one  pathological  and  de- 
structive? That  the  facts  are  as  stated,  etymology,  without  going 
into  a  more  extended  argument — will  substantiate.  Hyperajmia 
simply  means  excess  of  blood,  which  is  not  a  pathognomonic  symp- 
tom of  inflammation  by  any  means.  Inflammation,  on  the  contrary, 
taking  any  of  the  various  definitions  given  by  authors,  refers  to  a 
condition  of  unusual  heat,  which  is  the  cardinal  symptom  of  inflam- 
mation. One  word,  therefore,  describes  a  condition  in  which  hy- 
pernutrition  may  be  considered  a  legitimate  consequence;  the  other, 
a  state  in  which  there  is  increased  oxidation,  and  consequent  exag- 
gerated waste.  This  distinction,  therefore,  is  not  fanciful,  but  of 
great  therapeutic  as  well  as  pathological  value. 

Another  suggestive  feature  is,  that  there  is  a  partial  return  to 
the  doctrine  of  Virchow  as  to  the  origin  of  pus,  viz.  from  connec- 
tive tissue.  Our  author  takes  strong  ground  against  the  teachings 
of  Cohnheim,  as  to  the  migratory  leucocyte  being  the  pus-cell,  arid 
asserts  that  the  predominant  tissue  change  in  inflammation,  is  a 
miraculously  rapid  return  of  formed  tissue  to  an  embryonic  state; 
a  state  in  which  the  cells  long  since  converted  into  "basis-substance" 
not  only  germinate  as  in  the  embryonic  state,  but  exhibit  amoeboid 
characters!  This  statement,  based  upon  experiments,  calls  upon 
the  thousands  of  us  who  have  seen  innumerable  leucocytes  escape 
from  the  vessels,  to  discredit  the  evidence  of  our  senses.  It  asks 
us  to  believe  that  what  we  mistook  for  amoeboid  movements  in  the 
liberated  corpuscles  was  in  reality  a  breaking  down  of  formed  tis- 
sue into  embryonic  forms !  Are  his  eyes  any  better  than  Cohnheims, 
or  his  instruments  better,  or  his  opportunities  in  any  sense  superior? 
Our  reviewers  seem  to  be  ready  to  accord  to  the  last  speaker  the 
crown  of  victory,  without  any  attempt  to  reconcile  the  disparity 
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between  the  teachings  of  the  autocrat  of  yesterday  with  that  of 
to-day.  There  is  the  less  reason  for  this  unanimous  surrender  to 
Strieker,  inasmuch  as  apart  from  the  many  points  of  difference 
which  are  not  reconcilable,  but  which  are  none  the  less  unhesitat- 
ingly approved  and  adopted,  the  new  doctrine  is  far  less  satisfactory 
than  the  old,  and  fails  completely  to  furnish  a  sufficient  explanation 
for  many  troublesome  questions. 

For  instance :  The  epithelial  structure  of  the  capillaries,  as  we 
thought  had  been  demonstrated  by  Woodward,  is  denied,  by  the 
assertion  that  the  silver  staining  stains  unequally  the  older  and 
more  recent  protoplasmic  matter,  thus  giving  an  appearance  only 
of  epithelial  formation.    This  may  be  admitted,  for  other  reasons 
than  our  author  gives.    The  capillaries,  he  asserts,  are  protoplasmic 
cylinders,  which  by  a  process  of  vaccuolation  become  tubular. 
This  is,  also,  undoubtedly  true.    But  his  theory  carries  him  farther, 
and  he  denies  the  existence  of  stomata,  asserting  that  the  white 
cells,  if  they  escape  from  the  vessels  at  all,  do  so  by  passing  directly 
through  the  protoplasmic  wall.      If  by  stomata,   we  mean  an 
opening  leading  directly  into  the  tissues,  the  denial  of  their  exist- 
ence may  be  accepted.     But  the  question  arises,  if  the  leucocytes 
are  not  amoeboid,  during  the  process  of  inflammation,  how  do  they 
get  through  the  walls  of  the  vessel  alone,  and  the  red  cells  do  not? 
The  red  cells  are  only  found  in  the  tissues  when  capillary  rupture 
has  occurred,  and  not  under  even  the  highest  grade  of  intervascular 
tension  short  of  rupture.     The  white  cells  evidently  escape,  if 
"escape"  it  can  be  called,  by  reason  of  vital  properties,  an  inherent 
vitality.    In  studying  the  escape  of  the  leucocytes,  I  have  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  what  some  consider  stomata,  are  the  funnel- 
shaped  openings  of  the  smallest  vessels,  vessels  that  do  not  carry 
red-Wood,  under  ordinary  degrees  of  tension.    The  vessels  may  be 
new  capillaries,  formed  as  Strieker  says,  but  if  the  amoeboid  char- 
acter of  the  leucocyte  is  denied  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  a  reason 
why  they  alone  find  entrance  thereto. 

What  seems,  however,  the  strangest  doctrine,  is  that  relating 
to  the  origin  and  distribution  of  the  vaso- motor  nerves.  It  is  as- 
serted, which  is  no  doubt  true,  that  they  are  both  cerebro-spinal 
and  ganglionic,  and  that  they  are  of  two  kinds,  viz.  dilators  and 
constrictors.  It  is  certainly  difficult  to  comprehend  a  dilatory  action, 
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which  if  true  is  certainly  unique,  as  compared  with  other  tubular 
organs.  The  dilatation  of  other  tubular  organs  is  effected  by  a 
release  from  constriction,  and  an  injection  into  the  organ.  It  is  not 
to  be  conceived  that  anything  else  is  needed  to  effect  dilatation  of  the 
blood-vessels  than  a  relaxation  from  constriction,  and  filling  the 
tube  with  blood.  The  novelty  of  this  hypothesis  (for  it  amounts 
to  nothing  more,)  will  or  should  long  operate  to  present  its  hasty 
adoption. 

The  whole  article  is  full  of  novelties,  many  of  which  seem  to 
have  been  introduced  more  for  the  purpose  of  discrediting  some  of 
the  teachings  of  Cohnheim,  with  whom  the  author  has  long  been 
at  feud — than  for  any  other  reason.  Some  of  them  have  been  al- 
luded to  above,  sufficient  to  indicate  their  general  character.  Ob- 
jectionable as  this  is,  there  are  sins  of  omission  quite  as  exasperating, 
and  which  rob  the  essay  of  practical  value.  Among  them  may  be 
noted  the  following:  We  are  told  that  there  are  some  cases  of  in- 
flammation in  which  three  of  the  "cardinal  symptoms"  are  entirely 
or  partly  wanting,  as  pain,  redness,  and  swelling.  Take  them  away 
and  with  heat  alone  of  the  time-honored  quartette,  and  the  rest  of 
the  objectivety  purely  microscopic  in  character,  what  is  there  left 
by  which  a  diagnosis  may  be  made?  In  contrast  to  this,  note  the 
teaching  of  Callender  and  Simon.  They  tell  us  that  all  four  of 
these  classic  symptoms  must  be  present  to  make  up  a  case  of  in- 
flammation; but  while  heat  is  always  the  same,  the  others  may 
present  equivalents,  depending  upon  the  character  of  the  tissue  and 
the  intensity  of  the  process.  Thus  pain,  may  exist  as  an  elevation 
of  sensitiveness.  Redness  as  a  discoloration,  or  a  tint  resulting 
from  the  mixture  of  the  red  of  the  blood,  with  the  natural  color 
of  the  part;  thus  a  blue  iris,  when  inflamed  will  be  purple.  Swell- 
ing may  be  represented  by  an  increased  exudation,  as  when  a  free 
surface  is  involved,  like  the  intestine;  or  increased  density,  as  when 
an  indistensible  tissue,  like  bone,  is  inflamed. 

Taking  sins  of  omission  and  commission  together,  the  essay 
may  be  unhesitatingly  stamped  as  revolutionary,  and  of  such  a 
general  character  that  surgical  practitioners  and  pathologists  would 
be  very  unwise  to  accept  the  teaching  as  true,  without  submitting 
it  to  the  test  of  experiment,  simply  because  Strieker  wrote  it. 
Taken  all  in  all,  the  verdict  must  be,  that  however  excellent  the 
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essay  would  be  in  another  connection,  apart  from  an  ostensible  text- 
book, it  must  be  considered  a  blemish  in  this  work  as  it  is  unin- 
telligible to  the  student,  and  entirely  revolutionary  to  the  practi- 
tioner. The  chapter  on  Inflammation  by  Prof.  Van  Buren,  which 
follows  that  of  Strieker,  is  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of  a  recognition 
of  error  in  admitting  a  purely  controversial  essay  in  a  place  where 
we  have  a  right  to  expect  only  well-digested  facts. 

In  other  respects,  from  a  literary  print  of  view,  the  work  is 
one  of  solid  value,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  "padding" 
process  is  obtrusive. 

J.  G.  Gilchrist. 

7  HE  AMERICAN  HOMCEOPATHIC   PHARMA  CO- 
PCEIA.    Boerickede  Tafel,  New  Tork  and  Philadelphia. 

To  those  who  are  practicing  homoeopathy  under  the  wings  of 
the  ever-glorious  American  Eagle  this  book  is  ominous  and  by  no 
means  of  cheering  import.  By  dint  of  much  labor,  hurriedly  per- 
formed, it  has  gotten  itself  together,  and  now  appears — a  Book ! 

It  evidences  that  a  firm  of  pharmacists  have  done  that  which  a 
National  Association  had  for  long  years  and  in  a  lame  way, 
attempted,  and,  many  times  'reporting  progress,'  at  last  despairingly 
put  away  from  itself  as  a  job  not  to  be  gotten  done  at  any  definite  or 
indefinite  period  whatsoever. 

Reduced  to  unequivocal  terms,  this  Book  virtually,  though  not 
articulately,  says:  'The  scholarship  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Homoeopathy  is  not  adequate  for  the  production  of  an  Ameri- 
can Homoeopathic  Pharmacopeia. 

Of  a  verity,  no  special  collocation  of  types  within  the  covers 
of  this  book  can  be  found  making  distinct  charge  that  the  Politico- 
Scientifico-Junketting  Association  is  Pharmacopoeically-inadequate. 
The  Book,  indeed,  carefully  and  with  the  kindliest  consideration 
avoids  any  reference  to  the  occasion  of  its  own  genesis;  but  the 
Book  is,  and  by  its  very  being  proclaims  the  damnatory  fact 
so  plainly,  that  any  and  all  J  unketting  Associations  can  but  hear. 

For  the  not- Asinine  much  occasion  of  reflection  in  this  phenom- 
enon. Junketting  Association,  overwhelmingly  Asinine,  not  given  to 
reflection;  its  formula  « After  us%the  Flood P    To  the  /orf-diluvian 
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epoch  it  gives  no  thought;  does  not  ask  its  hairy,  asinine,  capacious, 
ear  if  such  an  epoch  can  be  for  any  Ark-saved  fraction  of  itself— 
has  not,  indeed,  visibly,  and  Flood-foreseeing,  Ark-building  Wise 
One.  To  such,  an  overwhelming  Flood  of  utterest  extinguishment 
is  the  culmination  of  eternal  justice. 

Meanwhile,  the  Book,  having  gotten  itself  into  being,  and 
having  no  occasion  to  be  all  ashamed  of  its  geniture,  asks  acceptance, 
official  recognition,  and  the  investiture  of  authority :  all  of  which 
it  should  have  on  due  evidence  of  worthiness. 

Hairy-eared  Reviewers  bray  approval  with  a  unanimity  charac- 
teristic of  the  species.  "Complete  and  reliable,"  says  one ;  "Remark- 
able for  its  conciseness  and  accuracy,"  says  another;  "Elaborate, 
accurate  and  convenient,"  says  a  third ;  and  so  on,  one  having  voiced 
the  dominant  note  the  whole  herd  is  unisonly  resonant.  Cheap, 
thi6tle-fed  opinions  one  and  all! 

Morever,  one  is  "exceedingly  pleased  that  the  old  Latin  no- 
menclature is  used  as  in  the  official  German  Pharmacopoeia."  Let 
us  see  if  we  can  share  his  'pleasure,'  premising,  however,  that,  in- 
stead of  'the  old  Latin  nomenclature]  the  old  Latin  terminology  is 
meant.  Let  us  also  give  this  critic  his  meed  of  praise  for  discovering 
'two  errors'  in  the  terminology,  kFerrum  bromicum  for  Ferrum 
bromatum,  and  Monobromidum  Camphone  instead  of  Camphors; 

Monobromata." 

Now  for  'the  old  Latin  nomenclature'  or  terminology. 

Acidum  Uricum,  p.  48,  were  more  historically  correct  as 
Acidum  Lithicum.  Discovered  by  Scheele  in~1776,  it  was  soon 
after  named  Lithic  acid  by  Guyton  Morveau,  and  this  name  was  at 
first  adopted  by  Fourcroy  who  subsequently  changed  it  for  Uric 
acid.  The  adoption  of  Uricum  instead  of  Lithicum  is  by  no  means 
an  'error,'  but  it  is  well  to  call  a  child  by  its  first  christened  name- 
hence  this  brief  objection. 

Ammonium  Bromicum  should  be  Bromatum. 

Arsenicum  Chloricum  should  be  Chloratum. 

The  name  Aurum  Fulminans  does  not  express  the  composition 
of  an  ammoniated  auric  oxide,  but  it  is  sanctioned  by  its  antiquity, 
and  is  a  name  bequeathed  to  us  by  the  Spagyrical  chemists.  See 
The  Art  of  Distillation,  &c,  by  John  French,  Dr.  of  Physick,  p. 
187,  London,  1651. 
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Calcarea  Arsenicosa  should  be  Arsenicica, 

The  Calcic  bromide,  Calcarea  Bromata,  is  omitted,  although 
it  finds  a  place  in  the  Brit.  Horn.  Pharm.  as  Calcii  Bromidum. 

Calcarea  Fluorica  should  be  Fluorata,  and  one  of  its  syno- 
nyms should  be  Calcium  Fluoratum 

Chininum  Arsenicum  should  be  Chininum  Arsenicicum,  and 
the  synonym  C.  Arsenicosum  must  be  stricken  out  as  it  represents 
an  Arsen/te  and  not  an  Arseniate.  According  to  Hager  there  is 
no  Arsenite  of  Quinia. 

In  speaking  of  the  preparation  of  Arseniate  of  Quinia  this 
work  says  "it  is  obtained  by  saturating  [a]  hot  solution  of  Arseniojtf 
acid  with  Quinia;"  it  should  be  Arsenti  acid.  This  is  the  only 
v  ital  error  we  have  found  in  this  work. 

Ferri  et  Strychnia  Citras  is  not  in  analogy  with  'the  old 
Latin,'  and  would  be  better  out  of  a  homoeopathic  pharmacopoeia. 

Ferrurn  Brom/Vaw  has  already  been  condemned.  Monobrom- 
idum  Camphors,  ditto,  Lithium  Bromicum  should  be  Bromatum. 

Natrum  Hydrobromicum  should  be  Hydrobromatum,2cn&  better 
bromatum  than  hydrobromatum, 

Natrum  Hypophosphoricum  should  be  Hypophosphorosum. 

To  follow  'the  old  Latin,'  &c,  Platina  should  be  Platinum, 
and  Platina  the  synonym. 

Seleniate  of  Soda,  p.  424,  should  find  a  place  among  the  So- 
dium compounds  as  Natrum  Selenicum. 

Uniformity  with  the  much-mentioned 'old  Latin,'  &c,  demands 
that  Strontiana  Carbonica  shall  be  Strontium  Carbonicum. 

Zincum  Hydrocyanicum  should  be  Hydrocyanatum.  Just  ten 
lines  above  this  'error'  are  the  words  Zincum  Ferrocyanatum, 
which  correctly  express  the  ferrocyan*V&  of  zinc,  yet  the  termina- 
tion icum,  applicable  only  to  salts  ending  in  ate,  is  used  to  designate 
the  cyanide  of  zinc.  The  solution  is  that  this  Pharmacopoeia  is  the 
work  of  several  different  'hands,'  and  we  much  doubt  if  any  or 
these  errors  can  be  traced  to  the  pen  of  Dr.  F.  E.  Boericke. 

Sundry  violations  of  uniformity  show  that  several  'hands'  com- 
posed this  work,  and  that  some  master  hand  did  not  finally  fuse  the 
whole.  For  instance,  in  treating  of  the  inorganic  substances  the 
general  plan  is  to  give  the  formula,  and  the  atomic,  or  the  molecu- 
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lar  weight,  as  may  be  required ;  but  the  molecular  weight  is  not 
given  in  the  following  instances: 

Acidum  Aceticum,  and  Uricum,Ammonium  Aceticum;  Arsen- 
icum Hydrogenisatum;  Aurum  Muriaticum  Natronatum;  Berber- 
inum;  Brucinum;  Calcarea  Acetica,  Arsenicica,  and  Fluorata; 
Carboneum  Hydrogenisatum,  and  Oxygenisatum ;  Chininum 
Arsenicicum,  and  Muriaticum ;  Codeinum;  Cuprum  Arsenicosum, 
and  Carbonicum;  Ferrum  Aceticum;  Hepar  Sulphuris  Calcareum; 
Kali  Arsenicosum;  Magnesia  Phosphorica;  Natrum  Carbonicum; 
Niccolum  Sulphuricum;  Uranium  l^itricum,  and  Zincum  Hydro- 
cyan  atum. 

An  even  greater  departure  from  the  general  plan  is  found  in 
the  following  instances,  in  each  of  which  both  the  formula  and  the 
molecular  weight  are  omitted :  Anemonin,  Antimonium  Iodatum, 
Arsenicum  Chloratum,  Aurum  Fulminans,  and  Sulphuratum, 
Baryta  Carbonica,  Carboneum,  Chinoidin,  Cosmolin,  Ferri  et 
Strych.  Cit.,  Hepar  Sulph.  Kali,  Magnesia  Muriatica,  Manganum 
Acet,  and  Carbonicum,  Mercurius  Auratus,  Acet.,  Nitrosus,  Sol. 
Hahn.,  Sulph.  Nigrum,  Natrum  Salycylicum,  and  Selenicum,Silica, 
Strontium  Carbonicum,  Strychninum  Phos.,  Thein,  and  Zincum 
Ferrocyanatum. 

In  the  instance  of  Strontium  Carbonicum  the  formula  S20,  COS 
is  given,  which  is  incorrect,  as  it  should  be  Sr  C03. 

All  these,  however,  are  little  inequalities  which  can  easily  be 
adjusted,  and  a  more  important  objection  is  found  in  the  fact  that 
this  book  does  not  include  all  the  articles  which  are  in  the  British 
Horn.  Pharmacopoeia,  and  omits  many  that  are  found  in  Allen's 
Encyclopaedia.  The  American  Homoeopathic  Parmacopozia  should 
be  all  inclusive. 

A  point  of  difference  from  the  Brit.  Horn.  Phar.  is  found  in 
the  arrangement.  The  alphabetical  order  is  followed  and  in  its  favor 
may  be  urged  the  fact,  that  it  facilitates  the  finding  of  an  article 
without  the  trouble  of  consulting  the  index ;  on  the  other  hand  it 
seems  to  place  all  our  remedies  on  a  level,  and  they  are  not  so  uni- 
formly developed.  It  would  have  been  better  to  have  given  three 
lists— one  of  well-proven  and  much-used  remedies;  one  of  reme- 
dies proven  but  not  well -developed;  and  one  for  those  of  which 
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we  have  no  pathogenesies.    Such  an  order  would  make  the  book 
at  least  more  symmetrical. 

The  compiler  should  also  have  given  a  list  of  the  works  used 
in  making  up  this  Pharmacopoeia;  then  one  could  get  the  gene- 
alogy of  each  article  in  the  work- -a  satisfaction  always  to  all 
thinking  readers. 

There  yet  remains  one  blemish,  namely,  the  book  has  been 
gotten  up  in  somewhat  of  haste,  and  instead  of  reading,  digesting 
and  assimilating  the  facts  obtained  from  other  works,  the  ipsissima 
verba  are  given  and  without  those  quotation  marks  which  eternal 
right  in  all  things  demands.  This  is  the  scissors-and-paste  method 
of  compiling  which  should  not  be  encouraged,  and  which  is  singu- 
larly out  of  place  in  so  distinctive  a  work  as  The  American  Homos- 
ophathic  Pharmacopoeia. 

A  little  more  labor  will  make  this  work  what  it  should  be, 
to- wit:  The  official  homoeopathic  pharmacopoeia  for  the  (J  S.; 
and  even  as  the  work  now  is  we  are  all  under  obligations  to  the 
energy  and  enterprise  which  have  produced  it. 

S.  A.  Jones. 

«  THE  HUMAN  EAR,  AND  ITS  DISEASES?  by  W.  H. 
Winslow,  M.  D.,   Oculist  and  Aurist  to  the  Pittsburgh 
Homoeopathic  Hospital,  etc ,  etc.    Boericke  and  Tafel,  1882, 

It  is  easier  to  criticise  than  to  create,  to  listen  than  to  lecture, 
"If  any  of  you  think  you  can  do  better,  just  come  up  here  and  try," 
as  the  young  preacher  said  to  his  parishioners.  Those  who  have  no 
experience  as  to  what  is  involved  in  an  attempt  to  write  such  a  work 
as  the  one  under  notice  can  have  any  idea  of  the  labor  involved. 
He  who  has  tried  will  be  ready  to  give  due  praise  to  the  author. 
To  say  that  the  work  is  issued  in  Messrs.  Boericke  and  TafePs  usu- 
•  al  style  states  all  that  is  needed  by  homoeopathic  physicians.  To 
say  that  it  is  "prepared  for  the  instruction  of  student  and  the  guid- 
ance of  physicians,"  as  appears  on  the  title  page,  gives  us  an  idea  of 
the  purpose  of  the  work. 

Chapter  I  gives  a  clear,  well  illustrated  summary  of  the  anat- 
omy of  the  third  division  of  the  ear. 

Chapter  II,  the  same  of  the  physiology,  ending  with  a  state- 
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merit  of  the  analogy  existing  between  the  functions  of  the  eye  and 
the  ear. 

Chapter  III  is  occupied  by  a  clear  statement  of  necessity  of  rec- 
ords, description  of  the  various  instruments  for  examination,  meth- 
ods of  their  use,  profusely  illustrated,  enforced  in  three  instances  by 
profile  views  of  our  honored  colleague,  showing  that  however  we 
may  differ  with  him  in  his  later  efforts,  his  first  positions  are  correct. 

In  the  closing  sentences  of  this  chapter  the  author  gives  us  a 
forecast  of  his  plan  for  the  balance  of  the  work :  when  writing  in  a 
general  way  of  treatment,  he  says: 

"The  treatment  of  ear  disease  consists  in  certain  measures,  which 
experience  has  proved  to  be  beneficial;  in  a  careful  use  of  such  med- 
icines as  correspond  in  their  characteristic  symtoms  to  those  of  the 
disease,  and  in  such  others  as  experience  has  proved  of  value  in  the 
morbid  conditions."  t 

"The  paucity  and  unreliability  of  ear  symtoms  in  our  patho- 
genesis of  medicines  make  it  imperatively  necessary  to  resort  occa- 
sionally to  remedies,  which  have  only  a  clinical  record  to  authorize 
and  indicate  their  uses."  "A  medicine  having  a  pathogenesis  corres- 
ponding very  nearly  with  the  totality  of  constitutional  symptoms 
may  be  the  very  best  remedy  for  an  ear  affection,  but  frequently  the 
symptoms  in  the  aural  region  constitute  nearly  the  entire  totality, 
and  a  resort  to  the  materia  medica  will  show  little  to  correspond. 
In  such  cases;  I  hold  it  fraudulent  to  ignore  the  important  symp- 
toms of  the  ear,  and  to  abstract  and  use  a  pretentious  and  deceiving 
totality  from  the  recorded  fancies  and  follies  of  imaginative  provers. 
Ear  diseases  cannot  be  cured  in  this  manner,  and  much  better  is  it 
to  rely  upon  clinical  experience  for  the  treatment  of  these  cases,  than 
to  waste  time  in  following  "Will-o-the-Wisps,"  into  the  bogs.  Ad- 
herence to  the  principles  of  treatment  presented  in  this  book  will 
enable  the  physician  to  treat  aural  diseases  with  a  fair  measure  of 
success,  as  the  experiences  of  many  eminent  aurists  have  been  epito- 
mized for  a  foundation  for  my  own  practical  contributions." 

The  Author  belongs  to  that  wing  of  the  medical  profession 
which  has  a  reputation  for  devoting  more  attention  to  treatment 
than  to  diagnosis*  so  we  look  to  see  what  may  be  those  "certain 
measures  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  beneficial,"  and  what 
"the  principles  of  treatment  presented  in  this  book"  calculated  to 
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give  one  a  "fair  measure  of  success."  The  Author  does  not  leave 
one  in  doubt.  He  is  clear  in  his  teachings  and  consistent  through- 
out. The  extremist  may  object  to  the  application  of  tar  water,  or 
powder  of  starch  and  oxide  of  zinc  for  the  cure  of  eczema,  and  es- 
cape the  imputation  of  being  "acid"  in  his  criticism,  but  as  we  go  on 
chapter  after  chapter,  we  notice  a  prominence  given  to  local  appli- 
cations till  Chapter  VI,  page  253,  while  writing  of  the  treatment 
of  chronic  purulent  inflammation  of  the  tympanum,  the  Author  says 
in  commending  nitrate  of  silver:  "In  ordinary  cases,  a  solution  of 
five  to  ten  grains  of  the  salt  to  a  fluid  ounce  of  water  is 
sufficiently  strong,  but  when  the  disease  has  existed  a  long 
time,  and  the  tissues  are  profoundly  altered,  twenty  to  forty 
grains  to  the  ounce  or  a  saturated  solution  may  be  neces- 
sary. Very  favorable  reports  of  the  action  of  the  stronger  solu- 
tions have  been  made  by  reliable  physicians."  "There  is  danger  of 
paralysis  of  the  facial  nerve  with  these  strong  solutions  when  caries 
exists,  and  they  should  then  be  used  cautiously  upon  cotton  or  not 
at  all."  "At  the  time  of  application,  the  patient  will  experience  a 
warm  smarting  sensation  in  the  ear,  and  if  the  eustachian  tube  is 
pervious,  may  have  an  acrid  taste  from  'leakage'  into  the  pharynx. 
I  have  had  a  patient  immediately  drop  the  head  forward  and  blow  a 
drop  or  two  from  the  nose,  getting  thereby  a  disagreeable  olfactory 
sensation  and  a  stained  handkerchief."  We  are  no  longer  in  doubt 
as  to  the  authors  views  of  local  measures  in  treatment. 

A  few  pages  later  our  author  demolishes  the  so  called  "dig 
treatment"  with  one  dash  of  his  pen,  but  not  till  he  has  written  one 
sentence  unworthy  of  his  pen  and  his  heart.  This  makes  much  work 
for  the  physician  and  larger  fees,  but  in  my  opinion  has  no  advan- 
tage over  the  wet  method."  If  fees  and  long  drawn  care  of  cases 
were  the  object,  many  aurists  at  home  and  abroad  agree  that  "the 
sloppy  thraldom  of  the  syringe"  will  give  both.  Cures,  "model 
cures"  are  the  results  sought  by  men  worthy  of  the  name  of  heal- 
ers of  the  sick,  and  these  have  been  made  for  the  past  century  by 
those  who  prohibited  the  syringe  and  gave  the  indicated  remedy. 
Chapter  VII,  page  284,  when  discussing  polyhi;  and  page  289, 
writing  upon  treatment  of  chronic  nasal  catarrh  the  Author  after 
commending  muriate  of  ammonia,  permanganate  of  potash  and 
ohlonne  water  for  local  use,  says:    Many  practitioners  may  be  con- 


Digitized  by  Google 


1882]  THE   HUMAN    EAR    AND   ITS   DISEASES.  273 

tent  to  rest  the  local  treatment  here,  keeping  the  nasal  fossae  and 
pharynx  scrupulously  clean  and  sweet,  and  relying  upon  the  vis 
medicatrix  natura  and  internal  medication  to  effect  a  cure.  Some 
patients  may  recover  after  a  while;  others  will  be  greatly  improved, 
but  will  need  astringent  and  stimulating  applications  applied  to  the 
nasopharyngeal  mucous  membrane.  After  a  brief  reference  to  Tan- 
nic acid,  and  Sulphate  of  zinc,  come  these  words,  "Nitrate  of  silver  is  a 
better  topical  application  for  this  disease  than  anything  yet  discov- 
ered." As  regards  the  strength  of  solutions,  "For  general  stimula- 
ting, astringing,  and  alterative  purposes,  a  five  to  ten  grain  solution 
of  nitrate  of  silver  should  be  sprayed  into  the  anterior  and  posterior 
nares  every  second  or  third  day   solutions  of  twenty,  thir- 
ty, or  forty  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water  may  be  applied  by  a  camel- 
hair  brush  —  —  these  strengths  stimulate  strongly,  and  cauter- 
ize tender  spots  and  ulcers  superficially  For  the  sake  of  pre- 
caution, after  applying  a  very  strong  solution  of  the  solid  caustic, 
and  waiting  a  few  minutes,  the  patient  should  gargle  the  throat  and 
douche  the  nose  with  the  usual  salt  solution,  in  order  to  neutralize 
any  excess  of  silver  nitrate  that  is  likely  to  flow  down  the  pharynx 
and  do  injury  in  its  course."  Page  895  we  quote:  "Internal  med- 
ication in  chronic  nasal  catarrh  is  an  important  part  of  the  treatment, 
and  should  be  persistently  kept  up  as  long  as  the  disease  exists.  It 
may  be  sufficient  to  effect  a  cure  in  mild  and  recent  cases  without 
the  aid  of  local  treatment,  but  in  severe  and  long  standing  ones,  it 
will  not  succeed  alone,  and  the  physician  should  not  delay  to  insti- 
tute the  local  treatment  described."  If  this  be  so,  then  our  Hering 
and  Dunham  and  all  their  disciples,  never  cured  a  case  of  chronic 
nasal  catarrh.  On  page  401,  Chapter  VIII,  similar  methods  are 
advised  in  treatment  of  polypoid  tumors,  the  solution  of  nitrate  of 
silver  being  forty  grains  to  the  ounce,  l'age  409.  "A  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  twenty  grains  to  an  ounce  of  distilled  water,  ap- 
plied to  the  tonsils  by  a  brush,  or  tuft  of  cotton  on  the  holder, 
every  other  day  for  many  weeks,  will  cause  a  diminution  in  size. 
The  tongue  should  be  held  down  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then  a  salt 
solution  be  applied  to  neutralize  and  limit  the  action  of  the  remedy." 
Similar  directions  are  given  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  pharyngitis 
and  in  chronic  inflammation  of  the  Eustachian,  the  writer  has  no  fear 
of  damage  to  the  tympanum  if  solutions  reach  so  far,  saying:  "It 
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is  nonsense  to  assert,  that  the  weak  solutions  of  needed  remedies 
recommended  are  pernicious,  I  use  them  constantly  with  benefit  to 
my  case,  notwithstanding  the  condemnation  of  certain  authors  upon 
aural  diseases,  and  I  do  not  believe  any  one  can  treat  chronic  catarrh 
of  the  tube  and  tympanum  successfully  without  them."  On  page 
434  our  Author  summarizes  his  views  as  follows :  "I  prefer  the 
therapeutic  boldness  of  Roosa,  to  the  pathological  nihilism  of  Bur- 
nett, and  early  convinced  by  precept  and  example  of  the  value  of 
topical  medication  of  the  tympanic  lining,  and  the  feasibility  of  in- 
troducing vapors  and  fluids  into  the  cavity,  I  have  employed  them 
with  confidence  and  success.  They  can  be  introduced ;  they  will  do 
good;  they  may  occasionally  cause  a  little  fullness  and  pain,  rarely 
more  serious  symptoms."  The  same  views  are  held  regarding 
operations,  bold  rather  than  conservative.  Chapter  IX  is  devoted 
to  a  discussion  of  electricity  as  a  means  of  cure,  one  too  much  neg- 
lected by  aurists,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  contents  of  this  chapter 
may  receive  careful  attention. 

Chapter  X  discusses  the  phases  of  inflammation  of  the  internal 
ear,  and  also  gives  practical  advice  as  to  instruments  to  assist 
the  hearing. 

Let  us  review  the  ground  over  which  we  have  gone  and  note 
what  we  shall  find  in  contrast  as  regards  internal  medication.  Chap- 
ter IV,  page  133,  for  eczema  twenty -two  remedies  are  given  with 
few  or  no  indications  for  their  use.  Pages  139-146,  a  shade  of  dif- 
ference is  made  between  eleven  remedies,  same  on  pages  147-8,  same, 
pages  163-167;  better  yet  page  171,  Chapter  V,  on  the  Membrana 
tympani.  Chapter  VI  contains  some  excellent  differential  points  com- 
paring Aconite,  Bell.,  Puis.,  and  comments  on  the  use  of  Morphia, 
which  the  author's  "whilom  friends,"  will  do  well  to  remember. 
In  the  same  chapter  after  devoting  nearly  twenty  pages  to  the  con- 
sideration of  salts  from  Alum  to  Zinc  for  local  use,  we  have  some  of 
the  Authors  best  work  in  the  shape  of  differential  distinctions  be- 
tween various  remedies  from  Arsenicum  to  Terebinthina ;  yet  even 
here  he  betrays  himself  into  a  momentary  lapse,  when  in  comment- 
ing on  Capsicum  he  writes,  "I  feel  loth  to  permit  it  to  take  the  place 
of  such  well-proved  remedies  as  Aconite,  Belladonna,  Kali  brom., 
and  Hepar."  A  similar  remark  is  made  on  page  299,  "I  think  it 
should  only  take  the  place  of  Aconite  in  the  milder  cases."  These 
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lapses  come  from  failing  to  see  that  the  indications  between  analo- 
gous remedies  are  often  as  wide  as  the  heavens,  and  the  differences 
are  not  seen  by  a  casual  obeserver.  More  good  work  is  done  in 
Chapter  VIII,  page  373-378,  a  similar  error  and  reproach  is  to  be 
noted  in  commenting  on  Lachesis  a  remedy  as  valuable  as  Nitric 
Acid,  or  any  other  when  indicated.  Chapter  X  has  little  that  is 
new  in  the  range  of  remedies,  simply  because  there  is  little  known. 
This  is  an  unsearched  field  in  which  there  is  chance  for  work  in 
therapeutics  as  well  as  pathology. 

Since  the  old  school's  society  of  the  Empire  State  modified  its 
code  of  ethics  we  have  seen  wonderful  somersaults,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  place  men  and  writings.  We  will  suggest  a  classification.  The 
allopath,  the  homoeopathic-allopath,  the  allopathic-homoeopath,  and 
the  homoeopath,  the  main  difference  between  the  second  and  the 
third  of  the  group  is  this,  the  allopathic-homoeopath  gives  more 
medicine,  is  more  heroic,  less  conservative  than  the  homceopathic- 
allopath.  In  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  we  have  late- 
ly heard  Dr.  Sexton  urging  his  colleagues  to  treat  aural  disease  by 
milder  means  than  those  usually  in  vogue,  and  Dr.  Burnett,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, supporting  him  in  his  conservatism.  In  this  work  we  have 
our  author  a  champion  of  Roosa's  heroic  practice.  Truly  we  have 
fallen  upon  strange  combinations. 

We  said  at  the  outset  that  our  author  is  consistent.  He  was 
trained  in  the  old  school,  but  not  bound  by  it,  and  his  work  simply 
shows  the  predominance  of  old  school  training;  the  mechanical  in 
excess  of  the  vital,  chemical  before  medicinal,  material  before  or- 
ganic. 

In  every  other  respect  this  one  of  local  treatment,  the  work 
commends  itself  to  us  for  the  student  and  busy  practitioner,  without 
being  prolix  we  have  given  the  important  points  in  every  phase  of 
disease,  given  in  the  authors  clear  concise  style  well  known  to  the 
readers  of  the  "Hahnemannian."  It  may  be  that  our  colleague  may 
find  his  work  efficient  as  an  entering  wedge  in  many  instances, 
"regular"  friends,  who  must  admit  that  there  are  here  demonstrated 
to  them  possibilities  which  they  have  not  hitherto  considered. 

We  have  the  honor  of  association  with  the  author  in  fraternal 
relations  and  know  him  to  be  prompt  to  avail  himself  of  any  agent, 
when  brought  to  notice;  the  fact  that  he  has  made  so  great  a  de- 
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parture  from  early  training  argues  a  greater  one,  so  we  venture  the 
prediction  that  when  this  work  is  rewritten,  (as  it  will  probably  be, 
if  the  author's  life  be  spared  ten  years,)  we  shall  find  the  relations 
of  things  reversed,  internal  medication  will  stand  first,  local  treat- 
ment second;  their  true  relation,  one  that  is  bound  to  exist  by  the 
very  nature  of  things,  one  already  foreshadowed  by  the  demolition 
of  partition  walls  between  medical  schools. 

We  have  one  solicitude  concerning  this  work;  if  placed  in  the 
hands  of  students  and  young  practitioners  it  will  give  a  direction  to 
their  practice  from  which  disastrous  results  must  follow.  Nitrate 
of  Silver  will  cause  a  condition  of  Eustachian  tube  which  will  result 
in  complete  occlusion;  less  serious  results  must  follow  in  all  cases 
from  caustic  applications.  We  cannot  conceive  of  a  condition  which 
demands  such  heroic  measures.  Trained  in  the  same  methods  as 
our  colleague,  we  had  early  opportunities  to  test  the  milder  methods 
in  use  at  the  Five  Points  House  of  Industry,  and  the  N.  Y.  Oph- 
thalmic Hospital,  and  fifteen  years  has  demonstrated  that  the  dis- 
eases of  the  aural  region  present  no  exception  to  be  established  facta 
of  homoeopathic  therapeutics ;  facts  established  by  a  century  of  study 
and  practice. 

Henry  C.  Houghton. 


AMERICAN  MEDICAL  PLANTS;  an  Illustrative  and 
Descriptive  Guide  to  the  American  Plants  used  as  Homoeo- 
pathic remedies:  their  history,  preparation,  chemistry  and 
physiological  effects, by  Charles  F.  Mills paugh,  M.D.J  Boer- 
icke  and  Tafel,  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  Quarto. 

A  sample  number  of  this  work  is  before  us,  consisting  of  colored 
lithographs  of  Sanguinaria  Canadensis,  Inula  helenium,  Apocy- 
num,  androstzmifolium,  Asclepias  cornuti,  Pothos  foetidos  and  Iris 
versicolor,  seven  full  page  illustrations  9  x  12,  with  letter  press  de- 
scriptions. It  is  proposed  to  publish  about  thirty  numbers  at  one 
dollar  net,  each  number.  The  drawings  have  been  made  in  every 
case  by  the  author's  own  hand  from  the  specimens  as  they  stood  in 
the  soil.  Being  well  acquainted  with  each  of  the  plants  repre- 
sented in  this  number,  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  testify  to  their  ac- 
curacy in  every  particular.  The  drawings  in  many  fine  works 
on  Medical  Botany  having  been  made  from  the  dried  specimens  of 
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herbariums  are  very  poor  compared  with  these  sketches  from  nature. 
A  quarter  of  a  century  ago  such  a  work  would  have  lacked  support, 
but  the  homoeopathic  profession  has  now  become  numerous  and 
wealthy  and  will  warmly  welcome  a  book  of  such  great  interest  and 
practical  value.  The  publishers  will  proceed  with  the  work  as  soon 
as  they  receive  sufficient  subscription  to  warrant  the  expense. 

WHA  T  IS  BRIGHT S  DISEASE  ?  Its  curability,  by  Seth 
Pancoast,  M.  D.,  giy  Arch  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Price, 
Si.oo.    The  trade  supplied  by  Messrs.  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co. 

Our  Detroit  papers,  on  the  day  that  we  are  penning  this  no- 
tice, announce  the  decease  of  one  of  our  leading  citizens  from 
Bright's  disease.  A  few  days  ago  a  prominent  physician  of  Detroit, 
died  from  the  same  malady ;  other  deaths  are  reported,  and  the  gen- 
eral impression  is  that  this  affection  is  incurable.  The  author  of  this 
book  has  a  contrary  opinion,  and  his  success  in  the  treatment  war- 
rants the  statement.  He  believes  that  suitable  remedies  to  correct 
ennervation,  overcome  renal  congestion  and  improve  nutrition,  will 
result  in  cure;  and  in  this  treatise  he  presents,  in  a  very  readable 
form,  new  facts  as  well  as  new  theories,  which-  are  certainly  worthy 
of  attention. 

THESAURUS  OF  ENGLISH  WORDS  AND  PHRASES, 
classified  and  arranged  so  as  to  facilitate  the  expression  of 
ideas  and  assist  in  literary  composition,  by  Peter  Mark  Roget, 
M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  New  York  and  Chicago;  John  R.  Anderson 
i&  Co.,  1881. 

The  first  edition  of  this  work  is  prized  very  highly,  and  used 
constantly  for  many  years,  the  present  edition  has  been  enlarged  and 
improved  partly  from  the  author's  notes,  and  with  a  full  index,  by 
John  Lewis  Roget,  a  son  of  the  author.  Writers  who  have  used 
this  work  always  speak  of  its  excellence.  To  many  it  appears  to 
be  indispensable.  We  recommend  those  of  our  friends  who  are 
not  acquainted  with  it,  who  desire  a  ready  aid  for  exact  expression 
of  their  thoughts,  to  send  for  a  copy.  It  represents  many  years  of 
the  most  patient  and  paintaking  labor  of  one  who  had  special  qual- 
ifications for  the  task. 
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MORLEY,  M.  D.,  PONTIAC,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 


STENOSIS  OF  THE  CERVIX  UTERI. 

The  question  has  often  been  asked  whether  stenosis  of  the 
Cervix  Uteri  would  always  be  attended  with  dysmenorrhea,  and 
if  so,  what  remedy  or  remedies  would  relieve  that  condition  of  the 
cervix  ?  I  would  reply  that  the  so-called  stricture  of  the  cervical 
canal,  or  of  the  external  or  internal  os  uteri,  as  productive  of  dys- 
menorrhea is  extremely  rare  unassociated  with  flexion.  There  is  a 
condition  of  apparent  stenosis  which  will  be  considered,  at  some 
future  time,  under  the  head  of  spasmodic  dysmenorrhea.  It  does, 
however,  sometimes  happen  that  the  os  uteri  is  naturally  very 
small,  so  as  scarcely  to  admit  of  the  finest  silver  or  whalebone 
probe;  while  the  inner  os  will  seldom  offer  any  hinderance  to  the 
probe  or  sound,  because  of  organic  stricture,  even  in  cases  when  the 
external  os  is  small.  Cases,  however,  are  sometimes  met  with  when 
there  is  distinct  stricture  of  the  inner  os.  In  these  cases  the  dys- 
menorrhceal  pain  is  caused  by  the  mechanical  obstruction  to  the 
free  passage  of  the  flow,  especially  where  there  is  menorrhagia,  or 
where  the  flow  is  accompanied  by  small  clots,  though  this  possibil- 
ity is  denied  by  some  authors.  The  pain  is  that  of  uterine  action, 
the  uterus  putting  forth  efforts  to  extrude  the  clots,  and  the  pain 
being  therefore  intermittent  as  in  labor  pains. 

When  the  os  then  is  truly  small,  it  will  be  best  treated  by  slight 
bilateral  division  with  the  knife,  followed  by  forcible  dilatation  by 
some  dilator  or  by  the  passage  of  a  series  of  graduated  sounds, 
either  Hanks',  hard  rubber,  or  the  steel  sounds,  from  five  to  eleven — 
sometimes  I  employ  Ellingers'  powerful  divulsors  alone,  that  is,  I 
do  not  resort  to  the  use  of  the  knife  first,  but  this  method  I  am 
free  to  confess  I  do  not  like,  for  the  dilatation  must  be  performed 
at  the  expense  of  the  tissue  which  forms  the  canal,  and  is  often 
followed  by  a  slow  tedious  recovery.  I  have,  however,  had  excellent 
results  and  permanent  cures,  and  the  day  has  passed  when  any  one 
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should  allow  prejudice  to  bias  his  judgment  in  reference  to  any 
surgical  procedure,  the  danger  of  which  may  possibly  exist  only  in 
appearance. 

Although  a  great  deal  has  been  said  by  high  authority  of  late 
years  against  dilatation  and  in  favor  of  incision  in  these  cases,  I  have 
satisfied  myself  that  the  success  of  the  operation  in  any  manner, 
depends  not  on  the  way  in  which  it  is  performed,  but  upon  the 
lengthy  maintenance  of  dilatation  after  them,  by  retention  in  the 
cervical  canal  of  a  glass  or  a  hard  rubber  plug  an  inch  and  a  half 
or  an  inch  and  three  quarters  long.  By  this  the  dilatation  obtained 
by  operation  is  perpetuated  until  a  permanently  free  cervical  canal  is 
secured.  It  matters  not  whether  the  original  distention  was  accom- 
plished by  one  method  or  by  another. 

Tenting'is  not  of  much  service  in  stenosis  of  the  cervix,  as  the 
uterine  canal,  even  after  considerable  dilatation  alAie,  tends  to  re- 
turn to  its  usual  calibre.  Tents,  morever,  should  never  be  introduc- 
ed soon  after  an  incision,  as  septic  absorption  is  thereby  greatly 
favored :  Neither  should  an  incision  be  made  soon  after  employing 
a  tent,  as  there  is  danger  of  some  retained  septic  discharge  being  ab- 
sorbed into  the  wound.  In  cases  where  inciaion  has  been  accom- 
panied by  forcible  distention,  after  the  wound  is  quite  healed,  it  may 
be  advisable  to  introduce  a  stem  to  maintain  the  patency  of  the 
canal  and  so  obviate  any  return  to  the  former  condition  of  stenosis. 

There  is  another  condition  of  the  cervix  uteri  thai  physicians 
often  confuse  with  stenosis,  and  that  is,  elongation — where  the  cervix 
is  abnormally  elongated,  whether  congenitally  or  acquired,  dysmen  - 
orrhcea  will  be  present  probably  as  a  result  of  the  hypertrophy 
itself,  or  of  some  amount  of  constriction  of  the  os  uteri  that  is 
generally  present.  The  catamenial  nisus  produces  congestion  of 
the  cervix,  and  this  enlarged  body  presses  backwards,  and  also 
tends  to  make  the  uterus  prolapse;  then  ensues  backache,  with  a 
sense  of  weight  in  the  pelvis  and  around  the  loins,  rectal  tenesmus, 
and  a  sensation  of  fulness  in  the  vagina.  If  this  proves  intractable 
to  local  and  constitutional  treatment,  it  is  advisable  in  some  severe 
cases,  to  amputate  about  half  an  inch  of  the  cervix.  This  is  gener- 
ally sufficient  to  relieve  the  symptoms  by  lessening  the  sense  of 
weight  and  the  cervix  is  found  to  shrink  to  an  extent  greater  than 
that  produced  by  the  mere  amputation.     It  may  be  done  either 
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with  the  ecraseur,  with  the  galvanic  ecraseur,  with  scissors  or  with 
the  flat  blade  of  the  petroleum  cautery.  Dr.  Martin,  of  Berlin,  uses 
the  knife  and  scissors,  and  it  is  astonishing  how  soon  all  of  the 
sympathetic  symptoms  would  subside  after  an  amputation  of  the 
cervix.  I  usually  prescribe  in  all  uterine  cases,  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble, the  indicated  remedy.  I  do  not  think  it  proper  for  anyone  to 
suggest  or  advise  a  certain  lot  of  remedies  for  a  given  disease. 
When  a  practitioner  is  called  to  see  a  case  of  uterine  disturbance  he 
should  not  always  think  of  sepia,  puis,  caul.,  or  cimi.,  he  should;  first, 
learn  the  cause  of  the  irritation,  and  if  it  is  mechanical  in  character 
make  an  effort  to  remove  it;  if  congestive,  administer  the  indicated 
drug  for  that  condition;  if  some  foreign  substance  has  been  left  in 
the  region  of  the  anterier  or  posterior  cul  de  sac — causing  a  general 
disturbance,  as^  have  found  them,  do  not  I  beseech  you,  give  the 
m.  m.  of  lachesis  and  inform  your  patient  that  a  "good  homoeopath 
does  not  require  an  examination  to  ascertain  what  remedy  to  pre- 
scribe"— and  let  your  patient  go  to  a  "regular,"  who  removes  a 
small  sponge  that  had  been  left  there  a  year  ago.  It  is  this  kind 
of  work  that  disgusts  the  thinking  class  of  people,  and  the  sooner 
we  go  to  work  to  apply  ourselves  to  finding  the  cause  of  many 
diseases  we  are  called  upon  to  treat,  the  sooner  homoeopathy  will 
be  respected.  If  a  lady  patient  comes  to  your  office  and  complains 
of  severe  backache,  weight  in  the  rectum,  and  a  general  bearing 
down,  as  she  will  call  it,  and  has  leucorrhoea  with  dysmenorrhoea, 
nervous  disturbances,  lame  and  difficult  locomotion,  menorrhagia, 
dyspareunia,  pelvic  neuralgia,  epigastric  depression,  gastric 
derangement,  uterine  colic  or  tenesmus,  sterility  and  many 
other  symptoms  that  are  epiphaenomena  of  their  own,  do  not,  I 
beg  of  you,  sit  up  very  late,  looking  for  the  indicated  remedy,  for 
most  likely  you  have  a  perfect  case  of  retroversion,  which  is  pro- 
ducing all  of  these  annoying  symptoms,  by  creating  congestion  of 
the  uterine  body,  obstructing  the  cervical  canal,  and  causing  pressure 
on  the  rectum,  congestion  of  the  ovaries,  and  reflex  nervous  mani- 
festations. The  first  remedy  I  am  obliged  to  administer  in  this 
class  of  cases,  and  I  think  the  best  indicated  is  to  restore  the  uterus 
to  its  place,  and  then  to  prevent  it  again  becoming  displaced. 

Phil  Porter. 

Lafayette  Ave.,  Detroit. 
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Aphorisms  in  Obstetrics. — ( Canada  Lancet.)  Dr.  Robert 
Battey,  (American  Medical  Association  Reports,)  enunciated  the  fol- 
lowing aphorisms  as  of  value  in  doubtful  cases  of  pregnancy.  First, 
always  consider  a  married  woman  pregnant  if  living  with  her  hus- 
-band  until  proved  otherwise.  Second,  always  consider  an  unmar- 
ried woman  innocent  till  proved  guilty.  Third,  always  believe  that 
a  married  woman  of  the  highest  character,  living  with  a  husband  of 
equally  high  character,  both  solemnly  assuring  the  medical  man 
that   no   intercourse   has  taken  place  for  two  years,  as  she  has 

been  bedridden  for  that  time,  may  bring  forth  a  dead  foitus.  Fourth, 
always  believe  a  young  unmarried  woman  with  abdominal  tumor, 
ot  high  social  position  and  unimpeachable  virtue,  if  she  had  been 
watched  over  by  a  platonic  and  abstemious  cousin,  while  the  moth- 
er was  out,  to  be  pregnant. 

Novel  Obstetrical    Manoeuvre    {Michigan  Medical 
News). — I  am  not  what  you  would  call  a  scientific  obstetrician,  and 
consequently  do  not  pay  much  attention  to  the  diameters,  planes, 
curves,  and  straits   of  the   organs   concerned  in    parturition.  I 
watch  the  patient  closely  and  feel  her  pulse  frequently,  at  the  same 
time  I  observe  the  progress  of  the  labor  by  digital  examination.  If 
the  head  is  not  descending  in  the  right  position,  I  rectify  it  with  one 
finger  or  the  whole  hand.    Instruments  are  my  abhorrence,  and  I 
have  never,  in  more  than  twenty  years'  practice,  had  occasion  to 
use  them.    But  once  I  came  very  near  it.    The  patient  was  a 
primapara.    The  labor  proceeded  well  until  the  last  stage  was 
reached,  and  here  the  head,  visible  between  the  parted  labia,  stopped. 
With  one  middle  finger  in  the  rectum  and  the  other  under  the  arch 
of  the  pubis,  I  hooked  on  to  the  chin  and  occipital  protuberance  and 
pulled,  but  no  advance  was  made.    I  was  nonplussed  for  once. 
Here  was  a  case  for  the  short  forceps.    My  favorite  doctrines  were 
about  to  be  subverted.    "Never  despair"  is  my  motto.    The  patient 
was  exhausted  and  getting  cross.    The  difficulty  was  that  she  re- 
strained her  pains  through  dread,  and  had  them  in  her  shoulders. 
At  this  juncture  I  placed  my  hands  back  to  back,  with  the  fingers 
within  the  vulva,  and  by  separating  them,  expanded  the  outlet  lat- 
erally.   The  patient  shrieked,  "You  are  killing  me!"  and  the  head 
popped  out  (I  beg  pardon,  emerged)  from  under  the  pubis,  and  the 
trouble  was  soon  over.    The  manoeuvre  was  successful. 

Is  Anteflexion  of  the  Uterus  a  Cause  of  Dysmenor- 
rhea ?    [Medical  Record). — At  a  meeting  of  the  London  Obstetri- 
cal Society,  October  6th,  Dr.  Herman  read  a  paper  on  the  above 
subject.    On  reading  it,  one  may  well  ask  whether  there  is  anything 
certain  in  gynaecology,  for  the  author  makes  an  elaborate  and  well- 


282  AMERICAN    OBSERVER.  [June 

sustained  argument  against  the  prevalent  view  that  anteflexion  is  a 
cause  of  dysmenorrhoBa. 

Few  persons  educated  in  New  York  have  not  heard  the  path- 
ology of  obstructive  dysmenorrhoea  graphically  described,  and  the 
neck  of  the  uterus  compared  to  a  gutta-percha  tube,  which  is  ob- 
structed when  bent  at  an  angle.    The  illustration  is  simple,  and  at 

first  thought  convincing.  The  purport  of  Dr.  Herman's  argument 
against  this  view  is  as  follows:  1st.  There  is  no  anatomical  evidence 
that  anteflexion  causes  any  hindrance  to  the  escape  of  menstrual 
fluid.  2d.  There  is  reason  to  think  that  anteflexion  is  present  in 
nearly  half  of  all  women  who  have  not  borne  children.  3d.  There- 
fore it  is  to  be  expected  that  anteflexion  and  dysmenorrhoea  would 
frequently  coincide.  4th.  Dpsmenorrhosa  is,  practically,  as  com- 
mon when  the  uterus  is  straight  as  when  it  is  anteflexed.  5th.  Pain- 
less menstruation  is,  practically,  as  common  when  the  uterus  is  ante- 
flexed  as  when  it  is  not.  6th.  When  dysmenorrhoea  and  flexion  go 
together,  the  severity  of  the  pain  bears  no  relation  to  the  degree  of 
the  bending.  7th.  Dysmenorrhoea,  associated  with  anteflexion,  is 
frequently  cured  without  straightening  the  uterus.  8th.  There  is  no 
evidence  that  straightening  the  uterus  invariably,  or  even  frequently, 
removes  dysmenorrhoea  which  is  associated  with  anteflexion,  and  in 
which  other  methods  of  cure  have  been  ineffectual.  9th.  These  facts 
show  that  the  relation  between  anteflexion  and  dysmenorrhoea  is  not 
one  of  cause  and  effect,  but  of  coincidence. 

The  paper  of  Dr.  Herman  was  highly  commended  by  the 
President  of  the  Society,  Dr.  J.  Matthews  Duncan. 

Ovariotomy  during  Pregnancy.  (Medical Record.') — E.P. 
Bennett,  M.  D.,  reports  the  following: 

"In  the  summer  of  1880  I  was  call  to  see  a  young  married  lady 
whose  abdomen  had  been  enlarging  for  over  a  year,  and  who  was 
pronounced  pregnant,  and*  so  sure  was  this  physician,  that  he  de- 
clared he  could  hear  the  tic-tac  of  the  foetal  heart  for  at  least  a  month 
before  my  visit.  On  examination  I  readily  diagnosed  ovarian  cyst, 
but  as  she  had  not  menstrated  for  three  months  I  admitted  that  she 
might  be  pregnant,  but  not  so  far  as  to  hear  the  foetal  heart.  I  op- 
perated,  removing  a  large  cyst  weighing  fifty  pounds.  She  pro- 
gressed favorably  for  ten  days,  when  she  aborted  with  a  very  small 
foetus.  The  abortion  produced  no  unfavorable  results,  and  she  rap- 
idly recovered  wilhout  a  single  unfavorable  symptom.  In  my  own 
mind  I  am  satified  that  no  such  favorable  result  would  have  been 
obtained  by  tapping  and  leaving  pregnancy  to  take  its  natural 
course,  as  every  tapping  would  have  reduced  her  general  strength, 
and  this,  with  the  drain  made  upon  her  by  nourishing  the  foetus 
would  have  been  too  much  for  her." 
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E.  A.  LODGE,  SEN.,  M.  D.,  DETROIT,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 


THE   AMERICAN  INSTITUTE   OF  HOMCEOPATHY. 


Highground,  Ind.,  June  20th,  1882. 

Dear  Observer:  Let  me  start  out  by  saying  that  although 
this  is  not  the  first  time  I  have  attended  a  meeting  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  this  is  certainly  the  first  time  I  have  ever 
written  about  it.  I  say  this  by  way  of  apology,  for  I  feel  that  this 
letter  is  destined  to  be  unorthodox  as  a  medical  contribution,  and 
may  need  an  apology  both  for  the  writer  and  the  printer.  But  haven't 
we  a  surfeit  of  purely  scientific  and  practical  literature  even  in  med- 
icine? And,  this  much  conceded,  is  there  not  a  crying  need  for  a 
few — a  very  few — pages  that  cannot  be  relegated  to  any  bureau  or 
any  department? 

Whether  any  of  these  propositions  be  conceded  is  a  matter  of 
secondary  importance,  after  all.    For  having  determined  to  write 
this  letter  prior  to  the  advancement  of  the  argument,  the  case  may 
be  said  to  have  been  decided  before  the  evidence  was  in — a  method 
much  in  vogue  among  courts  and  conventions  generally. 

Did  I  say  I  went  to  attend  the  American  Institute?  Well,  I 
didn't.  I  am  not  a  member  of  that  body  but  of  a  much  smaller  organ- 
ization— the  Indiana  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  "Business  of  import- 
ance" was  to  be  transacted,  said  the  circular  which  the  secretary  ad- 
dressed to  me  in  confidence,  and  my  presence  was  deemed  indispens- 
able. That  business  turned  out  to  be  the  payment  of  a  long  ar- 
rears of  dues — that,  and  that  only.  For  when  the  transfer  of  my 
several  solid  silver  dollars  had  been  made,  and  I  had  Dr.  Hayne's 
valuable  autograph  in  my  pocket,  I  discovered  that  the  meeting 
was  to  be  merged  into  that  of  the  American.  The  officers  of  the 
Indiana  Institute  hold  over  until  next  year.  The  officers  that  are 
to  be,  hold  over  also;  and  that's  where  trouble  prepared  to  come 
in.    But  the  wily  tactics  of  several  old  stagers  like  Taylor,  of  Terre 
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Haute,  and  Bowen,  of  Fort  Wayne,  carried  the  Institute  safely  over 
this  threatening  difficulty,  and  started  it  smoothly  on  the  road  to 
1883. 

Going  round  to  the  New-Dennison  I  was  not  long  in  discover- 
ing that  there  was  music  in  the  air,  breathed  by  the  Institute.  One 
could  see  with  half  an  eye  that  the  Low  dilutionists  were  carrying 
themselves  with  an  air  of  calm  confidence  that  seemed  born  of  a 
certain  knowledge  of  the  course  of  events.    On  the  other  hand  the 
dynarnizationists  were  singing  small.    They  were  early  on  the  field, 
Wilson,  Pearson  and  Jones  being  promptly  on  deck  on  Tuesday 
morning.    But  they  were  disappointed  in  two  things.    First  in  the 
small  attendance  of  Internationals,  and  second,  in  the  unanimity  of 
sentiment  that  prevailed  among  the  low-dilutionists.    The  former 
fully  intended  to  put  a  candidate  in  the  field  for  president,  in  the 
hope  that  a  number  of  candidates  would  divide  up  the  strength  of 
the  low-dilutionists  and  enable  them  to  slip  in  their  man  as  they  did 
at  Lake  George.    But  a  little  feeling  round  convinced  the  politicians 
that  the  American  Institute  was  not  in  the  humor  for  putting  an 
International  into  the  chair.    Hence  a  weight  of  despondency  fell 
upon  the  "side-show"  of  the  dynamists,  as  the  International  was 
irreverently  dubbed  by  a  prominent  member  of  the  Chicago  dele- 
gation. 

Just  while  the  Chicago  delegation  is  on  my  mind  I  shall  say 
something  about  the  Cook  County  hospital.  I  had  the  history  from 
both  Homoeopathic  colleges  there,  and  taking  them  together  one 
may  get  pretty  well  at  the  bottom  of  the  matter.  The  old  Hahne- 
mann has  a  hospital  of  its  own — a  very  flourishing  institution,  by 
the  way,  and  fully  employing  all  the  spare  time  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  faculty.  Hence  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  Hospital  College 
does  not  need  a  place  in  the  county  hospital,  and  couldn't  possibly 
accept  it  if  offered.  On  the  other  hand  the  enterprising  members 
of  the  new  college,  inspirited  by  the  keen-sighted  and  indefatigable 
Mitchell,  saw  a  brilliant  opening  and  an  opportunity  to  strike  a  tell- 
ing blow  for  the  good  cause  and  for  the  new  college.  These  were 
legitimate  motives.  Mitchell  had  no  fears  of  a  competitive  trial  be- 
tween the  fledgelings  of  the  new  college  and  the  old  birds  of  the 
venerable  Rush  Rookery.  So  they  went  to  work  with  a  vim. 
The  matter  was  brought  before  the  board  of  commissioners.  The 
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hoard,  with  the  foresight  of  political  organizations,  saw  that  the  de- 
mands of  the  new  school  were  based  upon  a  solid  foundation,  in  a 
political  and  financial  aspect,  and  granted  the  request  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  Prof.  Hall  appeared  before  the  board  and  made  an  argu- 
ment against  the  expediency  of  the  proposed   innovation.  This 
gentleman  declared  that  it  was  doubtful  if  representative  men  could 
be  found  who  would  give  the  necessary  time  and  attention  to  the 
work.    Nevertheless  the  staff  of  the  newly  organized  ward  was 
nominated  out  of  the  Hospital  college  corps.    They  had  already 
put  themselves  on  record  as  not  having  the  time  to  give,  and  there- 
fore promptly  resigned.    The  board  then  appointed  a  staff  out  of 
the  corps  of  the  Homoeopathic  college.    This  staff  didn't  resign 
and  seemed  in  no  way  impressed  with  the  fear  that  thev  were  not 
representative  men.    Moreover,  having  learned  a  lesson  out  of  the 
experience  of  the  Ward  Island  hospital  the  new  staff  obtained  from 
the  board  an  order  giving  them  every  fourth  or  fifth  patient,  regard- 
less of  the  nature  of  the  case.    Thus  they  are  not  handicapped  with 
a  legion  of  advanced  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  cancer,  but  have  a  fair 
show  at  all  the  curable  diseases  as  well  as  the  incurable.  That 
homoeopathy  is  not  likely  to  suffer  on  account  of  the  comparison  of 
her  methods  with  old  school  measures,  by  means  of  the  presentation 

of  results  given  by  the  hommopathic  staff,  may  safely  be  predicted 
upon  the  data  already  obtained. 

I  had  tried  to  get  an  introduction  to  President  Breyfogle  before 

the  beginning  of  the  session,  but  he  was  so  busy  with  the  prepara- 
tory measures  that  he  couldn't  be  found.  So  I  went  down  to  the 
Grand  Opera  House,  which  is  in  the  same  block  with  the  New- 
Dennison,  and  consequently  very  conveniently  situated.  The  large 
stage  was  adorned  with  a  profusion  of  pot-plants,  and  on  the  drop- 
curtain  was  the  legend,  "Similia  Similibus  Curantur"  in  a  crescent 
of  large  gilt  letters.  Above  this  was  a  plaster  bust  of  Samuel 
Hahnemann,  wearing  upon  the  lips  the  peculiar  ironical  smile  that 
wreathed  his  face  when  he  weighed  "^Esculapius  in  the  Balance" — 
and  found  him  wanting  in  all  that  makes  a  healer  of  the  sick.  On 

the  stage  were  a  number  of  gentlemen,  and  on  a  raised  platform  in 
front  of  the  stage,  at  some  small  tables,  sat  several  representatives  of 
the  press — medical  and  political. 

"Which  is  President  Breyfogle?"  I  asked  of  a  lady — nay,  a 
woman  doctor  who  sat  next  me. 


Digitized  by  Google 


286  AMERICAN  OBSERVER.  [June 

"Don't  you  know  him?  Well  there  he  is.  The  finest  looking 
man  in  the  house.  If  you  could  forget  that  this  is  a  medical  con- 
vention and  not  a  play,  you  would  think  the  Louisville  doctor  was 
Prank  Mayo.    Thev  look  as  much  alike  as  twin  brothers." 

"I  would  have  guessed  the  gentleman  with  the  flowing  beard," 
I  ventured. 

"He  on  the  left  at  the  table?  Oh  no,  that  is  Dr.  Burgher. 
He  was  president  four  years  ago  at  the  last  meeting  at  Put-in-Bay." 

"And  who  is  that  gentleman  with  the  Burnsides — on  the 
right?" 

"That  is  the  Institutes'  reporter,  Dr.  Morgan,  of  Philadelphia — 
not  in  the  practice  of  medicine  now ;  and  the  smaller  gentleman  on 
the  left  of  the  president  is  Dr.  B.  W.James,  of  Philadelphia.  He 
is  not  so  impressive  in  personal  appearance  as  the  others;  but  he 
has  the  reputation  of  a  thorough  worker  and  will  be  the  next  presi- 
dent of  the  Institute." 

"Indeed !"  I  exclaimed,  looking  at  my  informant  with  some  in- 
terest if  not  a  little  wonder  in  my  eyes. 

Yes,  these  matters  are  arranged  as  carefully  by  the  think- 
ing  members  of  the  Institute  as  are  the  movements  of  a  political 
party.  There  must  be  no  more  dynamizationists  in  the  presidential 
chair.  In  that  aspect,  Wilson,  of  Ann  Arbor,  may  be  said  to  be 
the  last  of  the  Mohicans." 

"Which  is  he?"  I  asked. 

"Over  to  your  left,  here,  seated  by  a  lady.  You  always  see 
him  with  a  lady  if  there  is  one  about.  I  hear  that  some  of  the 
Women's  Christian  Temperance  Unionists  have  fastened  upon  him 
to  champion  a  resolution  that  will  make  the  Institute  a  sort  of  kin- 
dergarten to  instruct  infant  classes  in  chemistry  and  pathology. 
Such  a  scheme  will  be  sat  down  upon  heavily." 

"Why,  is  not  the  sentiment  of  the  Institute  favorable  to  Tem- 
perance ?" 

"Certainly.  But  we  want  no  nonsense  with  it.  Such  a  reso- 
lution as  has  been  formulated  by  some  frizzed  and  banged  maiden 
of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  would  make  us  the  laughing  stock  of  the  med- 
ical world.  But  there  is  Dr.  Runnels,  of  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements, and  we  will  have  the  Mayor's  address  of  welcome  just 
after  prayer.    That  very  young  looking  gentleman  sitting  on  the 
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lounge,  is  the  Mayor.  Governor  Porter  was  on  the  programme  for 
some  part  of  the  entertainment.  But  some  of  his  old  school  sup- 
porters here  intimated  to  him  that  it  might  affect  his  political  vigor 
if  he  comes  in  too  intimate  relationship  with  the  little  pill  business. 
So  he  politely  urged  a  prior  engagement  and  backed  out  gracefully. 
Ex-Governor  Hendricks  will  assume  the  responsibilities  of  the  part 
intended  for  Governor  Porter." 

"I  see  by  the  programme  that  Dr.  Corliss  gives  welcome  on 
behalf  of  the  Indiana  Institute." 

"Yes,  that's  the  gentleman  back  at  the  right  rear.  He  is  very 
grave  of  look  but  is  a  perpetual  joker.  He'll  get  some  horrid 
grammar  into  that  composition  unless  he  has  mended  much  of 
late." 

"Why  didn't  they  put  on  some  one  of  more  accomplishments 
in  that  direction  ?" 

"You're  not  a  Hoosier  or  you  wouldn't  ask.  All  our  people 
have  a  perfect  veneration  for  the  Old  Citizen.  They  almost  wor- 
ship the  old  citizen.  He  may  have  no  other  qualifications  for  any 
position  than  that  of  prior  residence;  but  that  alone  is  a  passport  to 
all  public  places  of  trust  or  profit,  professional  or  political. 

The  address  by  the  Mayor  was  good  of  its  kind  and  not  too 
long.  The  President's  address  itself  was  a  model  document  out  of 
which  should  have  been  stricken  the  few  efforts  at  rhetorical  flourish. 
The  address  of  the  President  of  the  Institute  should  be  as  free  from 
mere  ornametation  and  as  clear  of  euphemisms  as  is  the  address  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  President  Breyfogle's  was  a  model 
in  that  it  treated  briefly  and  pointedly  of  current  topics  in  the  school. 
The  broad  ground  was  taken  of  the  usefulness  of  palliatives  in  their 
place,  and  the  restriction  of  similia  to  Hahnemann's  limit.  It  was 
declared  that  dynamization  and  homoeopathy  are  incompatible,  and 
that  drug-effects  are  inseparable  from  drug  matter. 

"How  do  the  Internationals  like  the  President's  address?"  I 
asked  one  of  the  members  of  the  Moonshine  Club. 

"We  care  nothing  about  it  because  we  recognize  the  fact  that 
the  Internationals  must  be  further  and  further  dissociated  from  the 
Institute.  We  will  not  meet  with  you  again,  but  will  pursue  our 
own  course." 

Dr.  Cowperthwaite,  of  Iowa  University,  who  has  of  yore  been 
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ranked  with  the  high  dilutions,  made  some  telling  statements  as  to 
the  venality  of  pharmacists.  One  firm  sent  him  nitro-glycerine 
first  decimal  at  which  the  doctor  was  intensely  disgusted.  He  is  a 
man  of  hrain  and  force  of  character,  but  I  fear  that  his  health  is  per- 
manently  impaired.  He  has  a  dreadful  bronchial  catarrh  that  may 
involve  cheesy  degeneration  of  lung-glands.  Homoeopathy  cannot 
spare  him.  Providence  should  loose  him  unto  homoeopathy  and 
crucify  a  dynamizationist  in  his  place. 

The  great  hit  of  the  session  was  the  paper  of  Dr.  J.  Edwards 
Smith,  of  Cleveland.  In  this  it  was  shown  that  the  30th  of  Aurum 
had  gold  enough  in  it  for  the  sixth  or  seventh  decimal  trituration. 
Some  specimens  had  no  gold  in  them,  others  had  enough  propor- 
tionately to  make  "pay  dirt"  in  an  assay.  It  is  proposed  to  carry 
these  investigations  much  further,  and  the  result  may  possibly  be 
that  homoeopathic  physicians  become  their  own  pharmacists  as  in 
the  olden  time  of  the  school.  A  new  bureau  of  pharmacology  was 
created  for  that  purpose,  with  H.  W*  Taylor,  of  Terre  Haute,  as 
chairman.  A  curious  episode  in  this  connection  is  that  Wilson,  of 
Ann  Arbor,  who  followed  Smith's  paper  with  some  of  his  cut-and- 
dried  witticisms,  attempting  to  throw  ridicule  opon  the  whole  affair, 
when  he  saw  that  this  move  was  a  flat  failure,  immediately  wheel- 
ed about,  proposed  a  subscription  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 
investigation,  and  headed  it  with  an  offer  of  ten  dollars.  Two 
hundred  dollars  were  subscribed  in  a  few  moments,  and  by  the 
terms  of  Wilson's  resolution  should  have  been  subject  to  the  order 
of  the  chairman  of  the  bureau  of  pharmacology.  The  mover  of 
the  resolution  suddenly  remembered  that  the  chairman  of  the  new 
bureau  had  charged  him  with  a  wholesale  literary  theft,  and  has  op- 
posed the  Ann  Arbor  school  as  an  International,  and  hence  an  im- 
becile affair.  He  immediately  set  to  work  to  get  the  money  out  of 
the  chairman's  hands  figuratively  speaking.  It  happened  that  the 
chairman  himself  was  near  me  just  after  Wilson  had  approached  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Institute  on  that  subject. 

"What  objections  are  urged  to  your  chairmanship  of  this  bu- 
reau?" I  asked  of  the  gentleman  from  Terre  Haute. 

"Purely  International,"  he  said,  smiling  blandly  as  if  he  enjoy- 
ed it.  "The  Internationals  hate  me  worse  than  they  do  any  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Medical  Association.    They  desire  to  set  the 
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chairmen  of  the  bureaus  of  Pharmacology  and  Microscopy  by  the 
ears,  so  that  the  present  investigations  so  damaging  to  dynamiza- 
tion  may  stumble  at  the  very  threshhold  of  investigation." 
"Will  they  succeed  in  making  trouble?" 

"Not  at  all.  There  is  a  perfect  understanding  among  the  orig- 
inal investigators.  It  happens  that  it  is  in  consonance  with  our  plan 
that  Prof.  Smith  should  have  the  privilege  of  drawing  directly  upon 
the  treasurer.  At  the  proper  time  I  shall  offer  a  resolution  to  that 
effect,  and  a  reconsideration  will  be  had  arranging  matters  precisely 
as  all  the  investigators  desire." 

"What  will  be  the  result  of  these  investigations ?" 

'•The  result  will  be  that  Hahnemann  and  his  followers  will  be 
vindicated  as  against  Albert  Lut/.e  and  his  imitators.  The  tenth  cen- 
tesimal trituration  will  be  will  set  as  the  uttermost  limit  in  our  phar- 
macological preparations.  Dynamization  will  be  abjured.  Cures 
with  preparations  going  beyond  the  tenth  in  dilution  will  not  be 
recognized  as  homoeopathic.  And  we  will  thus  take  away  all  the 
ground  of  scientific  objection  now  held  by  our  our  adversaries  of 
the  American  Medical  Association." 

It  was  noticeable  that  Dr.  Hawkes,  of  Chicago,  drew  the  long- 
bow of  the  high-potencies  with  a  weak  and  faltering  hand.  In  the 
near  future  it  will  not  be  considered  necessary  to  havj  a  high  dilu- 
tionist  in  the  faculty  of  a  first-class  college  in  order  that  all  parties 
in  posology  may  be  represented. 

"Show  me  Dake  of  Nashville,"  I  said  to  one  of  the  most  affa- 
ble of  the  St.  Louis  delegation. 

"There  he  is  on  the  second  tier  of  seats  from  the  rijjht  front. 
He  is  the  Legislator  of  the  Institute.  He  is  level-headed  as  a  Sen- 
ator. Without  his  cool  dispassionate  reasoning  on  all  matters  af- 
fecting the  Institute  this  splendid  bodv  would  have  gone  to  pot  long 
ago.  The  great  ambition  of  his  life  is  to  construct  a  Materia  Med 
ica  perfectly  free  from  all  errors  and  superfluities.  It  is  a  pity  that 
jealous  authors  will  prevent  him  from  accomplishing  his  work." 

"Is  his  health  completely  restored?" 

"I  think  so — merely  judging  from  a  superficial  examination. 
He  seems  as  fresh  and  vigorous  as  ever." 

"Who  is  the  large  gentleman  with  glasses,  who  looks  like 
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something  like  Ex-President  Haves,  and  not  a  little  like  Roscoe 
Conkling?" 

"Oh!  don't  you  know?  That  is  R.J.  McClatchey.  He  is  quite 
influential  in  politics  as  well  as  in  medicine,  I  hear." 

«And  where  is  McClelland,  of  Pittsburgh?" 

"Down  near  the  center  of  the  left  aisle.  He  is  a  somewhat 
youthful  looking  gentleman,  but  has  force  of  character  and  is  rising. 
On  his  right  is  Winslow,  of  Pittsburgh.  He  looks  like  the  por- 
traits of  D'Israeli,  and  there  is  doubtless  something  of  the  poet  and 
statesman  in  his  composition.  He  was  for  years  editor  of  the 
Hahnemannian,  and  was  succeeded  by  Pemberton  Dudley,  whom 
you  may  have  noticed  as  persistently  devoted  to  his  notes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. The  Hahnemannian  will  have  a  good  account  of  the 
meeting  you  may  depend." 

"There  is  some  dissatisfaction  among  members  of  the  Indiana 
[nstitute,  in  the  matter  of  expense  for  entertainment,  I  hear?" 

"A  little.  The  doctors  from  the  Indiana  towns  are  inclined  to 
think  that  the  Indianapolis  physicians  should  bear  all  the  expense 
themselves.  They  say  with  some  force  that  they  go  to  Indianapo- 
lis at  considerable  sacrifice  of  business  and  actual  outlay.  It  may 
be  fairly  estimated  that  the  cost  of  attendance  for  the  four  days,  in- 
cluding loss  of  business,  will  not  be  less  than  $75  to  each  member 
of  the  Indiana  Institute,  residing  out  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis. 
Those  in  the  city  can  attend  to  business,  and  hence  are  at  no  loss 
save  the  actual  amount  given  in  entertainment  of  the  Institute. 
And  then  the  benefits  accrue  wholly  to  Indianapolis  doctors  in  the 
matter  of  advertisement.  The  present  meeting  of  the  Institute  will 
put  homoeopathy  more  prominently  before  the  people  of  Indianap- 
olis than  ever  before,  while  upon  the  State  at  large  it  will  have  no 
perceptible  effect." 

"I  have  heard  that  a  resolution  inquiring  into  the  status  of 
Michigan  University  is  to  be  offered,"  I  said  to  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Institute. 

"The  homoeopathic  department  there  is  believed  to  need  regen- 
eration, and  the  school  is  fast  lapsing  from  its  position  of  a  first-class 
institution.  The  giving  of  Diplomas  signed  only  by  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Regents  is  hardly  satisfactory.  Then 
there  is  complaint  that  the  regular  teachers  neglect  the  homoeopath- 
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ic  students  studiedly.  Unless  a  new  order  of  things  is  instituted, 
and  men  are  put  into  the  chairs  by  reason  of  qualifications  and  not 
on  account  of  political  ring  manipulations,  the  school  will  go  down 
flat.  But  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  a  committee  of  investigation 
appointed  this  session,  simply  because  we  haven't  time." 

The  Bureau  of  Ophthalmology  and  Otology  developed  a  strong 
disposition  to  be  counted  out.  The  members  seemed  to  think  that 
not  enough  consideration  was  given  them  in  the  convention.  They 
were  reminded  of  the  fact  that  the  lasting  work  of  the  Institute  is 
recorded  in  the  transactions  and  all  papers  are  published  where  they 
can  be  referred  to  and  read  by  members  of  the  Institute.  Dr. 
Parke  Lewis  is  a  slender  ministerial  looking  little  gentleman  of 
good  address  and  rather  pleasing  delivery.  Vilas  has  lost  some  of 
his  youthful  beauty  in  exchange  for  adipose  tissue.  He  urged  the 
abscission  of  the  bureau  but  the  Institute  refused  to  be  dismembered. 
Duncan,  of  Chicago,  is  by  no  means  brilliant.  But  he  is  a  worker, 
and  work  goes  a  long  way  in  this  day,  while  mere  brilliancy  is 
likely  to  be  left  behind  in  the  race. 

"Are  you  trembling  for  the  fate  of  your  pharmacy?"  I  asked 
the  genial  Sherman,  of  Milwaukee. 

"No,"  he  said  laughing.  "I  don't  know  whether  I  am  impli- 
cated in  this  hunt  for  bad  pharmacists.  But  if  any  of  my  prepara- 
tions were  subjected  to  a  fair  test  I  am  willing  to  take  the  conclu- 
sion as  an  advertisement  of  the  goods." 

"By  the  way,  I  learned  that  there  was  a  great  splutter  among 
the  pharmacies  when  they  finally  found  out  that  an  investigation 
that  involved  the  good  name  of  business  firms  was  probably  going 
forward.  A  leading  firm  sent  an  envoy  extraordinary  to  ascertain 
to  what  extent  the  investigations  led,  and  what  results  were  ob- 
tained. Not  only  this,  but  some  firms  absolutely  refused  to  fill  or- 
ders after  ascertaining  that  the  preparations  were  to  be  tested  as  to 
their  quality  and  honesty.  The  president  was  compelled  to  order 
at  second  hand  through  another  pharmacist  in  whose  honesty  he 
could  implicitly  rely.  The  question  naturally  occurs  to  everybody 
why  such  an  amount  of  concern  and  manifest  anxiety  if  the  phar- 
macist believed  in  the  honesty  of  his  own  work  ? 

Dr.  Peck,  of  Rhode  Island,  must  have  been  the  original  of  J. 
W.  Riley's  sketch  the  "Eastern  Educator."    I  venture  the  predic- 


Digitized  by  Google 


292  AMERICAN   OBSERVER.  [June 

tion  that  Dr.  Peck  was  formerly  a  school-master,  and  in  that  role 
got  his  peculiarities  of  expression  along  with  his  faculty  for  thor- 
ough study  of  a  subject.  Rhode  Island  would  be  even  better  for  a 
few  more  gentlemen  of  Dr.  Peck's  views  in  medicine. 

Dr.  Foster,  of  Chicago,  is  a  gentlemen  of  fierce  aspect  but 
sound  views.  He  has  the  faculty  of  saying  something  when  he 
speaks. 

Dr.  Hall  is  a  pleasing  speaker — not  so  eloquent  as  Dowling, 
not  so  logical  as  Dake,  not  so  urbane  as  Ludlam,  not  so  forcible  as 
Breyfogle,  not  so  incisive  as  Owens,  and  without  the  originality  of 
thought  which  Mitchell  develops,  he  yet  has  a  happy  combination 
of  qualities  that  make  him  a  delightful  lecturer.  He  is  successfully 
cultivating  the  operative  department  of  the  hospital  of  the  Hahne- 
mann College. 

Some  little  gentleman  in  glasses  spoke  most  pathetically  of  our 
mothers,  wives,  sisters,  etc.,  in  support  of  the  absurd  temperance 
resolution  offered  by  Wilson.  He  was  effectually  crushed  by  the 
veteran  Talbot,  of  Boston,  backed  by  McClelland,  of  Pittsburgh, 
and  Taylor,  of  Terre  Haute.  A  sensible  resolution  was  passed  in 
place  of  the  sophomorical  production  first  offered. 

The  pharmacists,  instrument  makers,  publishers,  and  chair 
manufacturers,  held  a  perpetual  levee  in  the  lobby  of  the  Grand. 
The  display  was  fine,  and  many  a  country  doctor  went  home  richer 
by  the  purchase  of  some  instrument  or  book  that  he  would  never 
have  owned  if  it  had  not  appealed  to  his  reason  in  person. 

There  were  many  notables  absent.  Wesselhoeft,  of  Boston,  is 
in  mourning  for  a  darling  child  carried  off  by  diphtheria.  A.  K. 
Hills,  of  the  Times,  would  have  had  his  new  departure  strengthen- 
ed by  attendance.  S.  A.  Jones  sulked  in  his  tent  on  the  classic 
Huron.  Franklin  is  reported  as  being  upon  the  point  of  resigning 
his  unsatisfactory  position  in  the  University  of  Michigan.  T.  F.  Al- 
len, the  cumberer  of  homoeopathic  materia  medica,  stayed  east.  Al- 
together the  representation  from  the  east  was  not  as  numerous  as  it 
should  have  been. 

The  banquet  was  sweetness  long  drawn  out.  Why  will  re- 
sponded at  a  banquet  hold  on  till  they  and  the  audience  are  alike 
exhausted?  It  was  almost  one  o'clock  of  Friday  morning  when 
the  banquet  broke  up.    Governor  Hendricks  made  a  short  pleasing 
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speech.  Myron  Reed,  the  quaintly  original  preacher,  read  a  short 
essav  on  the  "brazen  serpent."  That  passage  of  scripture  had 
never  before  appealed  to  me  as  an  illustration  of  the  law  of  simi- 
lars. Mr.  Reed  has  a  good  head  on  him  and  looks  too  young  to 
have  a  war  record.  And  yet  the  newspapers  tell  strange  tales  of 
his  martial  prowess. 

The  toast  master,  Dr.  Orme,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  distinguished 
himself,and  again  demonstrated  the  fact  that  oratory  is  the  Georgian's 
birthright.  He  will  make  a  fine  President  of  the  Institute  one  of 
these  days. 

The  Institute  came  near  making  a  very  painful  mistake.  Some 
eastern  friend  of  the  handsome  President  had  conceived  the  very 
natural  idea  that  a  good  steel  portrait  of  Dr.  Breyfogle  would  prove 
a  fine  embellishment  for  the  next  volume  of  the  "proceedings." 
Without  consulting  anybod  v,the  donor  had  the  present  sprung  sudden- 
ly upon  the  convention.  The  gentleman  who  read  the  letter  did  not 
enunciate  with  sufficient  clearness  to  he  distinctly  understood ;  and 
hence  after  the  reading  of  the  proposed  donation  the  meeting  sat 
dumb  for  a  half  minute.  In  this  time  the  President  rallied  from  his 
surprise  and  came  forward  in  a  brief  speech  to  decline  the  proffered 
honor  on  the  ground  that  it  was  an  innovation  upon  the  methods  of 
the  Institute.  Taylor,  of  Terre  Haute,  seeing  that  a  refusal  of  a 
suitable  present  to  the  Institute,  would  be  an  unmitigated  insult  to 
the  donor- -himself  a  member,  forcibly  placed  the  matter  in  that 
light  before  the  convention,  and  moved  to  accepted  the  handsome 
gift  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  tendered- -a  suitable  mark  of  es- 
teem from  a  friend  of  the  President  and  the  Institute.  This  motion 
was  carried  unanimously  and  was  a  graceful  tribute  from  the  Insti- 
tute to  its  presiding  officer. 

Dear  Observer,  I  might  go  on  with  this  kind  of  gossip  through 
a  dozen  more  pages  but  I  will  not  weary  you  longer.  Next  year 
we  meet  at  Niagara,  and  if  you  will  be  there  I  will  afterward  giv  e 
you  a  pen  portrait  of  how  others  see  the  Editor  of  the  oldest  and 
best  homoeopathic  journal  in  the  United  States. 

Angeline  L.  Wilson. 
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Since  Dr.  H.  W.  Taylor  so  nearly  agrees  with  the  writer  con- 
cerning the  fact  of  the  curative  action  of  the  30th  preparations, 
the  propriety  of  discussing  the  subject  further  is  questionable.  Our 
argument  could  only  rest  upon  the  question  of  the  modus  operandi . 
of  drug  action,  and  in  this  field  there  are  hypotheses  innumerable. 
Of  two  of  the  hypotheses  with  which  I  am  accredited,  I  must  deny 
the  authorship;  I  simply  stated  them  as  being  the  most  generally 
accepted  explanations  of  the  action  of  the  30ths.  From  one  of  my 
former  articles  upon  this  subject  I  quote  the  following:  "We  who 
have  proved  it  know  that  the  3()ths  will  act,  but  the  reason  we  can 
not  explain.  If  they  do  not  contain  matter,  then  we  know  not  what 
to  call  the  inherent  power  with  which  they  are  endowed.  That  we 
can  not  explain  the  modus  operandi  of  the  30ths'  action,  does  not 
negative  the  fact  of  their  energy ;  it  only  proves  the  laws  of  God  to 
be  more  mysterious  and  past  finding  out.  We  can  do  nought  but 
accept  the  evidences  of  our  senses.  Though  man's  puny  knowledge 
may  not  furnish  a  plummet-line  long  enough  to  fathom  the  extreme 
limit  of  divisibility  of  matter,  the  fact  that  the  30ths  do  act  remains 
unchanged." 

This  is  the  only  argument  I  have  to  offer  in  support  of  this  be- 
lief, and  I  do  not  discover  Dr.  Taylor's  views  to  be  altogether  an- 
tagonistic to  mine.  He  says:  "It  may  thus  happen  that  even  the 
30th  will  have  some  portion  of  the  drug  in  a  given  sample." 

Fortunately,  I  have  been  "lucky"  enough  to  secure  a  set  of 
active  30ths\ 

Thus  we  both  acknowledge  the  possibility  of  the  curative  ac- 
tion of  the  30th  preparations,  and  will  therefore  pursue  the  matter 
no  farther. 

But  all  this  is  irrelevant  to  the  object  of  the  article  which  Dr. 
Taylor  has  seen  fit  to  criticise;  which  article  was  written  simply  to 
show  the  fallacy  of  Dr.  H.  M.  Paine's  theory  of  dynamization,  and 
not  to  prove  any  theory  of  my  own  construction,  as  witnessed  bv 
the  three  concluding  sentences  of  the  criticised  article.    Dr.  Taylor's 
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remarks  upon  what  he  considers  my  personal  views,  are,  to  say  the 
least,  inappropriate. 

The  doctor's  interpretation  of  Hahnemann's  belief  concerning 
dynamization,  consists  in  assertions  and  selected  quotations  from  the 
Organon,  to  prove  the  "sage  of  Coethen"  an  opponent  of  this 
theory. 

The  argument  is  not  convincing. 

The  critic  denies  that  Hahnemann  wrote  the  128th  paragraph, 
and  says,  "probably  Hering  did."  If  this  be  true,  how  is  it  that 
Wesselhoeft's  translation,  published  in  1879,  contains  substantially 
the  same  paragraph? — and  furthermore,  without  §128,  how  can  we 
understand  the  first  sentence  in  §129  in  both  Hering's  and  Wessel- 
hoeft's translations? 

The  doctor  does  not  challenge  this  latter  paragraph,  but  with- 
out the  preceding  one  it  is  simply  unintelligible. 

Again,  if  Hahnemann  did  not  believe  in  dynamization — poten- 
tization — how  can  we  explain  §270  and  the  latter  half  of  §280? 

If  I  remember  correctly,  Dr.  Taylor  has  formerly  rejected  the 
foot-notes  in  the  Organon,  and  ridiculed  those  who  used  them  to 
sustain  their  arguments,  but  for  his  own  purpose  he  quotes  the  note 
on  p  216  of  Hering's  4th  edition  of  the  Organon. 

It  is  not  Hering's  belief  that  we  are  discussing,  but  Hahne- 
mann's, and  furthermore,  Dr.  Hering  does  not  seem  to  consider  this 
classification,  in  his  4th  edition,  of  special  importance,  as  proved 
by  its  omission  from  his  5th  edition  of  the  same  work. 

A  careful  study  of  the  Organon  will,  I  think,  prove  to  any 
unprejudiced  mind  the  fact  that  Hahnemann  did  believe  fully  in  the 
"dynamization"  of  drugs,  and  in  the  potentiality  of  the  30th  prepara- 
tions. We  can  no  more  doubt  these  facts  than  we  can  his  having 
taught  the  theories  of  olfaction  and  of  psora. 

But  why  do  we  so  continually  seek  the  sanction  of  Hahne- 
mann's authority  to  our  various  beliefs?  Hahnemann  was  but 
human. 

The  philosopher's  test  of  truth  is  the  light  of  science,  and  not 
the  theories  of  man. 

Bend  theories  to  facts,  not  facts  to  theories. 


The  Albee  Pulley  Trunk  Strap  [Merchants  and  Man- 
ufacturerys  Review). — In  ancient  times  a  trunk  strap  was  useful  as 
a  means  of  enforcing  discipline,  or  of  indoctrinating  a  perverse  and 
wayward  youth  with  principles  of  rectitude,  and  when  properly  ap- 
plied, the  youth  aforesaid  was  unable  to  assume  any  other  than  an 
upright  attitude  tor  some  days. 
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.»  As  a  preservative  to  a  trunk,  it  was  a  delusion  and  a  snare.  It 

never  could  be  buckled  tight,  it  never  kept  a  trunk  from  flying  open 
an  inch  or  two,  and  when  the  porter  or  baggage  man  took  hold  of 
it,  one  end  was  absolutely  certain  to  come  loose,  and  generally  the 
contents  of  the  trunk  were  promiscuously  scattered.  But  now,  in 
this  nineteenth  century,  Mr.  Albee  comes  to  the  front  and  actually 
patents  a  trunk  strap  which  does  exactly  what  a  trunk  strap  ought 
to  do. 

By  a  system  of  loops  and  rollers,  a  trunk  may  be  so  tightly 
strapped  that  the  lock  might  be  dispensed  with.  A  child  can  ope- 
rate it,  and  in  half  a  minute  do  more  effectual  work  in  the  way  of 
tightening  things  than  two  men  could  under  the  old  regime. 

To  all  our  readers  who  expect,  or  intend  to  travel,  we  say : 
"Go  to  704  Broadway,  and  get  one  of  the  Albee  Straps."  They 
are  manufactured  there  by  the  Pulley  Strap  Company,  and  when 
you  have  applied  it  to  your  trunk  you  can  travel  in  peace,  and  with 
a  conviction  that  at  the  end  of  your  journey  your  baggage  will  be 
found  intact. 

The  straps  are  made  from  good  stock,  are  an  inch  and  a  quarter 
wide,  and  from  seven  to  ten  feet  long;  they  are  sold  at  the 
same  price  as  an  ordinary  old-fashioned  strap — one  dollar  each. 
They  will  be  sent  by  mail,  prepaid  on  receipt  of  the  price,  by  the 
manufacturer. 

We  reprint  the  above  with  satisfaction,  because  we  know  that 
it  is  really  a  good  thing,  and  none  of  our  friends  who  purchase  upon 
this  recommendation  will  be  disappointed.  The  same  principle  has 
been  applied  successfully  to  saddle  girths,  of  which  particulars  can 
be  obtained  of  the  company,  704  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

Detroit,  Grand  Haven  and  Milwaukee  Railway.— 
A  pamphlet  entitled :  Go  as  you  Please,  A  Nineteenth  Century 
Record,  May  1882,  comes  to  our  table,  which  gives  an  account  of 
the  Detroit,  Grand  Haven  and  Milwaukee  Railway,  a  road  we  have 
travelled  upon  more  frequently  than  any  other,  and  which  is  now 
one  of  the  best  conducted  railways  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  It  is 
the  pleasantest  summer  route  between  the  east  and  west.  This 
pamphlet  is  neatly  printed  and  fully  illustrated.  Copies  can  be 
obtained  of  T.  Tandy,  Esq.,  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent, 
Detroit,  Michigan. 

New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  Eye  and  Ear 
corner  3rd  avenue  and  23d  street.  Report  for  the  months  of  May 
and  June,  1882:  Number  of  prescriptions,  May,  4,203,  June,  3,883; 
number  of  new  patients,  May,  778,  June,  7(30;  number  of  patients 
resident  in  the  hospital,  May,  16,  June,  21 ;  average  daily  attendance, 
May,  162,  June,  148;  largest  daily  attendance,  May,  245,  June,  208. 

CHAS.  Deadv  M.  D.,  Resident  Surgeon. 
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"A  MERRY  HEART  DOETH  GOOD  LIKE  A  MEDICINE." — SOLOMON. 


Babies'  Troubles  (Medical  Advance). — "A  man,"  said  Rev. 
Plato  Johnson  in  the  course  of  a  very  eloquent  sermon,  "is  a  very 
curus  animule.    He  is  de  only  animule  dat  don't  have  a  good  time 
when  he  is  a  baby.    Did  dat  idee  ever  cur  to  your  mind  before? 
After  he  is  dead  he  may  go  to  hebben,  but  after  he's  born,  an'  till 
he  gits  able  to  take  care  of  hisself,  he  has  no  comfort,  and  he  don't 
let  nobody  else  hab  any.    Look  at  de  dogs,  wat  a  time  dey  has 
togedder.    Dey  is  born  free  or  four  at  a  time,  so  dey  needn'  be 
lonely,  an'  de  minute  dey  gets  dere  eyes  dey  begins  to  play  an'  fool 
wid  each  other  an'  to  'joy  deirselves.    Look  at  de  lamb.    Well,  dat 
lamb  of  Mary's  had  a  good  deal  better  time  dan  Mary  had  herself 
before  she  was  big  enough  to  go  to  school.    Whoever  heard  of  a 
lamb's  havm'  de  toof-ache  or  de  measles  or  colic?    Wr'en  night 
comes  de  calf  lies  down  quietly  by  de  side  of  its  m udder,  an'  dat's 
de  last  you  hear  of  it  till  sunrise  nex'  mornin'.    Did  yon  ever  hear 
of  a  calf  havin'  de  chicken-pox  or  de  mumps?    Echo  answers, 
4none  ob  dose  things  'curs  in  de  lower  animule  world.'    Now  how 
is  it  wid  de  human  baby?    He  ain't  gen'rally  in  der  world  mor' 
half  an  hour  before  he  begins  to  let  de  whole  neighborhood  know 
dat  he's  come  at  last,  an'  intends  tar  stay.    He's  got  a  immortal  soul, 
which  Mary's  lamb  had  to  go  without;  but  it  does  seem  to  me, 
brethren,  dat  he  pays  for  dat  privilege  wid  a  lot  of  tings  dat  de 
lamb  and  de  dog  wouldn't  hab  on  no  consid'ration.    He  no  sooner 
gits  well  started  before  he  has  to  bite  a  rubber  ring  all  day  to  get  his 
teeth  through,  an'  w'en  dey's  comin'  through  de  fadder  has  to  tote 
de  baby  all  nite,  an'  de  baby  yellin'  all  de  time  loud  'miff  for  a  town 
crier.    No,  de  fact'  is  dat  de  human  animule  done  had  no  happiness 
till  he  grows  big  'nufT  to  have  a  home  of  his  own,  an'  even  den  his 
misery  has  just  begun.    Brethren,  dis  complex  problem  has  spiled 
my  sleep  a  great  many  times." 

The  patient  can  oftener  do  without  the  doctor  than  the  doc- 
tor without  the  patient. 

Patent  medicines  derive  their  name  from  Patere — to  lie 
openly. 

The  louder  the  Quack  the  longer  the  Bill. 
Golden  Food.-  A  roll  of  bank  notes. 
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JOHN  F.  GRAY,  M.  D.,  LL.  D. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Homceopathic  Medical  Society,  of  the 
County  of  New  York,  held  June  14,  1882,  the  following  remarks 
and  resolutions  were  offered  by  Lewis  Hallock,  M.  D.,  and  adopted 
by  the  society  and  ordered  to  be  published : 

To  Dr.  John  F.  Gray  is  due  by  unanimous  consent,  the  dis- 
tinction of  having  been  the  first  convert  to  the  practice  of  Homoe- 
opathy  in  America,  and  the  pioneer  of  the  6000  converts  who  now 
embrace  and  practice  the  law  of  similia  throughout  our  land. 

As  early  as  1827,  the  year  after  his  graduation  at  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  this  city,  Dr.  Gray  became  acquaint- 
ed with  the  principles  of  Homoeopathy  through  the  successful  treat- 
ment by  Dr.  Gram  of  a  patient  whom  he  had  long  in  vain  tried  to 
cure,  and  at  once  began  to  investigate  and  test  the  new  method  of 
practice.  This  investigation  resulted,  as  it  has  since  in  the  history 
of  many  of  his  followers,  and  as  we  believe  it  would  in  nearly  all 
intelligent  physicians  who  will  carefully  and  candidly  make  it,  in 
accepting  and  practicing  this  new  and  better  system. 

The  example  and  success  of  Dr.  Gray  soon  awakened  the  in- 
terests and  inquiry  of  his  early  classmates,  and  in  1829  Dr.  Abram 
D.  Wilson  became  the  second  convert,  followed  in  slow  succession 
by  Drs.  Hull,  Channing  and  Curtis.  Soon  after  these  accessions 
Dr.  Gray,  in  1834,  published  the  "American  Journal  of  Homoe- 
opathy" and  thus  extended  more  widely  the  knowledge  of  the  new 
practice;  but  the  number  of  subscribers  were  so  small,  and  the 
time  and  labor  required  to  continue  his  almost  unaided  efforts,  so 
great,  that  the  periodical  was  suspended  at  the  end  of  two  years. 
After  an  interval  of  four  years,  he  resumed  the  publication  under  the 
title  of  the  "Homoeopathic  Examiner"  when  he  received  the  able 
assistance  of  Dr.  Hull  as  associate  editor. 

To  Dr.  Gray,  therefore,  we  are  indebted  for  the  first  American 
Homceopathic  literature,  the  previous  few  publications  having  been 
almost  entirely  in  German;  this  language  he  early  learned  by  the 
advice  and  aid  of  Dr.  Gray,  that  he  might  have  access  to  the  origi- 
nal source  of  instruction . 

Until  this  period  the  principles  of  Homoeopathy  were  little 
known,  and  its  converts  confined  to  half  a  dozen  ardent  young  phy- 
sicians whose  new  ideas  of  practice  were  regarded  as  visionary  and 
ridiculous,  and  but  little  was  said  by  them  to  their  professional 
acquaintances,  as  I  can  well  testify,  for  though  often  meeting  Dr. 
Gray,  after  years  of  early  intimacy,  as  fellow-students  and  graduates 
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of  the  same  medical  class,  rarely  was  the  subject  of  the  new  practice 
referred  to,  or  efforts  made  to  induce  others  to  adopt  it.  Dr.  Gray 
did,  indeed,  report  the  successful  treatment  of  two  or  three  inveterate 
cases  by  remedies  new  and  unknown  to  the  regular  practice,  at  some 
of  the  meetings  of  a  small  association  mostly  members  of  our  grad- 
uating class,  termed  the  "Medical  and  Physiological  Society,"  the 
records  of  which  remain  with  me  as  its  last  secretary;  but  as  little 
or  no  allusion  was  made  to  the  theory  of  the  treatment,  they  were 
regarded  as  cases  of  fortunate  success  and  received  little  special  at- 
tention. On  one  occasion,  however,  the  president,  after  our  adjourn- 
ment,inquired  of  Dr.  Gray  what  induced  him  to  give  Arsenic  for  the 
cure  of  the  burning  symptoms  in  the  case  he  had  just  reported;  and 
added,  if  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  visionary  theory  of  that  Ger- 
man,Hahnemann,  "I  advise  you  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  it— it  is  all 
a  delusion — and  is  already  about  dead  in  Europe."  The  incredulity 
and  opposition  to  the  new  practice  thus  foreshadowed,  and  the  ab- 
sence of  an  English  literature  to  which  they  could  refer  early  in- 
quirers, doubtless  prevented  Dr.  Gray  and  the  few  first  pioneers  of 
our  case,  from  urging  its  importance  upon  the  attention  of  their 
medical  brethren;  until  the  publication  of  the  Homocpathic  Exam- 
iner in  1840,  and  the  translation  of  Jahr*s  Manual  and  the  Symto- 
men  Codex,  by  Dr.  Hull,  and  the  editing  of  Laurie *s  Practice  and 
other  popular  works,  introduced  an  English  homoeopathic  literature 
to  all  candid  inquirers.  From  that  time  converts  to  the  new  prac- 
tice became  more  frequent,  and  soon  Drs.  Curtis,  Channing,  Cook, 
Taylor  and  Freeman  (now  all  departed),  and  later,  Drs.  Bavard, 
Ball,  McVickar  and  others  of  this  city,  including  five  of  the  class 
graduating  with  Dr.  Gray,  of  whom  Dr.  W.  C.  Palmer  and  myself 
are  believed  Xo  be  the  only  survivors,  were  added  to  the  number. 

.  During  those  years  of  growth  and  struggle,  Dr.  Gray  was,  I 
think,  by  all  regarded  as  a  pioneer  and  leader  of  our  cause,  and  his 
office  was  a  rendezvous  for  frequent  intercourse  and  consultation. 
All  felt  the  need  of  mutual  encouragement  and  support,  for  at  an 
early  period  the  bare  report  of  a  tendency  to  Homoeopathy  subjected 
the  physician  to  loss  of  caste  and  character  among  his  professional 
associates,  excluded  him  from  their  fellowship,  and  turned  friendship 
to  enmity  and  aversion. 

How  great  the  change  can  hardly  be  realized  by  the  Homoeo- 
paths of  the  present  day,  for  now  the  waning  opposition  of  preju- 
diced rivals  is  little  feared  arid  more  than  compensated  by  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  an  appreciative  community. 

For  this  result,  and  the  established  success  of  our  system  of 
practice,  the  Homoeopaths  of  this  city  are  pre-eminently  indebted  to 
the  early  labors,  and  long  and  skillful  practice  of  Dr.  Gray,  and  we 
but  respect  and  justify  ourselves  in  recording  his  merits  and  doing 
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honor  to  his  memory.  To  give  appropriate  expression  to  these  feel- 
ings, I  beg  to  offer  the  following  resolutions: 

Whereas,  In  *he  allotted  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence, 
Dr.  John  F.  Gray,  the  first  convert  and  pioneer  practitioner  of 
Homoeopathy  in  this  city,  has  been  removed  by  death,  we  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  New 
York,  of  which  he  was  an  early  and  honored  member,  hereby  re- 
cord our  estimate  of  the  character  and  usefulness  of  our  departed 
brother,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  death  of  Dr.  Gray  removes  from  our  midst 
not  only  the  first  American  convert  to  the  principles  and  practice  of 
Homoeopathy,  but  one  whose  early  literary  publications  and  subse- 
quent prolonged  and  successful  practice  were  pre-eminently  useful 
in  introducing  and  promoting  the  new  and  improved  system  of 
medicine,  to  which  our  lives  and  labors  are  devoted. 

Resolved,  That  the  example  and  influence  of  Dr.  Gray  were 
especially  useful  in  leading  and  encouraging  many  of  his  profes- 
sional associates  to  adopt  the  principles  of  Homoeopathy,  and  thus 
extend  and  spread  its  blessings  throughout  our  land. 

Resolved,  That  we  cherish  and  honor  his  memory  as  a  talent- 
ed and  skillful  physician,  conscientious  and  faithful  to  his  patients, 
prompt  and  clear  in  diagnosis,  ready  and  decided  in  practice,  an  able 
and  wise  counselor  with  his  brethren  in  difficult  and  dangerous  dis- 
eases. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  upon  our  minutes, 
and  a  copy  be  furnished  to  the  relatives  of  the  deceased. 

Dr.  H.  D.  Paine  seconded  the  resolutions.  In  doing  so  he 
spoke  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Gray  as  an  event  of  historical  interest  to 
every  Homoeopathic  physician  throughout  the  land.  It  marks  an 
epoch  in  the  progress  of  our  school.  At  the  mention  of  his  name, 
the  mind  reverts  to  the  fact  that  he  was  the  first  of  American  physi- 
cians to  discover  and  appreciate  the  truth  of  the  therapeutic  law  of 
Hahnemann.  When  we  consider  the  present  position  of  Homoe- 
opathy in  the  United  States;  its  thousands  of  adherents,  professional 
and  lav— its  colleges,  hospitals,  societies,  and  other  institutions  firmly 
planted  in  every  part  of  the  land — it  seems  almost  incredible  that 
all  this  growth  should  have  been  effected  within  the  life  of  one 
man;  that  the  first  convert  should  have  lived  to  see  this  marvellous 
change,  and  that,  too,  in  the  face  of  an  opposition,  determined, 
vindictive  and  uncompromising  beypnd  anything  similar  in  the 
history  of  the  medical  profession. 

The  man  who  took  the  initiative  in  the  beginnings  of  this  mar- 
ell  ous  revolution  is  but  just  dead,  and  the  resolutions  just  offered 
xprcssed,  no  doubt,  the  unanimous  feeling,  not  only  of  this  society, 
but  of  the  great  mass  of  our  colleagues  throughout  the  United 
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States.  Had  Dr.  Gray  been  a  man  less  remarkable  than  he  was,  the 
obligations  that  we,  as  a  body,  owe  to  him  as  the  pioneer  of  Hom- 
oeopathy, would  not  be  less  than  are  stated  in  the  resolutions  now 
before  us.  Dr.  Hallock  has  expressed  in  these  resolutions  and  in 
his  remarks,  the  feelings  with  which  he  is  regarded  by  the  mem- 
bers of  our  school,  and  the  duty  we  owe  to  his  memory  on  account 
of  the  part  which  he  filled  for  so  many  years  as  its  leading  repre- 
sentative. 

But  Dr.  Gray  was  a  remarkable  character  who  would  have 
stood  out  from  the  ordinary  ranks  of  men  though  he  had  never 
heard  of  Homoeopathy.  Earnest  and  fearless  in  the  investigation 
of  problems  in  nature  and  science,  challenging  his  attention;  frank 
and  unhesitating  in  advocacy  of  his  convictions;  a  quickly  discrim- 
inating judgment,  and  a  manner  peculiar  and  bordering  upon  the 
eccentric;  he  would  have  been  a  notable  character  in  whatever 
profession  or  position  in  life  he  had  found  himself. 

Dr.  Paine  then  gave  a  sketch  of  Dr.  Gray's  early  life  and  of 
the  difficulties  with  which  he  had  to  struggle  in  the  attainment  of 
his  cherished  purpose  to  acquire  an  education  and  to  become  a  phy- 
sician.   Born  in  1806,  in  a  small  town  in  central  New  York  (of 
which  his  grandfather  was  the  founder),  one  of  a  large  family,  com- 
prising five  sons,  and  with  narrow  means,  and  few  facilities  for 
learning  beyond  the  district  schools  of  the  country,  the  prospect  of 
the  accomplishment  of  his  ambitious  desires,  seemed  sufficiently  re- 
mote.   When  about  sixteen  years  of  age  he  obtained,  after  much 
persuasion,  the  parental  consent  to  make  his  own  living  and  follow 
his  own  plans.    The  history  of  the  next  few  years  was  one  of  hard- 
ships, privation  and  constant  application.    Avoiding  the  diversions 
of  boyhood  and  every  enticement  to  distract  his  attention  from  his 
one  great  aim,  he  steadily  pursued  his  way,  overcoming,  one  after 
another,  the  obstacles  that  appeared,  but  did  not  discourage  him. 
His  self-renouncing  perseverance  was  rewarded,  not  only  by  success 
in  acquiring  an  excellent  classical  and  scientific  education,  but  had 
made  him  influential  friends.    Armed  with  letters  from  Gov.  Clin- 
ton, an  old  friend  of  his  father's,  and  one  or  two  others,  and  with  a 
small  sum,  of  his  own  earnings,  in  his  pocket,  he  came  to  New  York 
in  1824  with  a  view  of  completing  his  studies  at  the  Medical  Col- 
lege.   His  letters  were  effectual  in  introducing  him  to  Prof.  Hosack 
and  other  leading  members  of  the  faculty,  who  soon  became  charm- 
ed with  his  intelligence,  his  studious  habits  and  his  close  attention. 
The  most  rigid  economy  was  absolutely  necessary  to  make  his  little 
store  suffice  for  his  expenses.  He  graduated  from  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons,  then  situated  in  Barclay  street,  in  the  spring  of 
1836,  intending  to  return  to  the  country  to  practice  his  profession. 
So  nearly  expended,  by  that  time,  were  his  scanty  means,  that  it 
was  a  question  whether  he  had  enough  to  carry  him  home — then 
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removed  to  the  extreme  western  part  of  the  state — when  he  fortu- 
nately was  offered  the  position  of  assistant  house  physician  in  the 
New  York  Hospital  and  a  small  salary  therewith.    At  the  same 
time  some  of  his  friends  in  the  faculty,  evidently  conscious  of  his  un- 
usual abilities,  strongly  urged  him  to  remain  in  the  city,  promising 
their  patronage  and  influence  till  he  should  become  established. 
This  promise  was  so  well  kept  that  after  the  expiration  of  his  en- 
gagement at  the  hospital,  and  upon  putting  out  his  sign  in  Charlton 
street,  he  soon  found  himself  quite  busy  with  an  encouraging  prac- 
tice.   His  early  maniage  with  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Amos  G.  Hull, 
happily  determined  his  decision  to  remain  in  the  city.    So  prosper- 
ous were  his  affairs  that  before  the  end  of  his  first  year  he  found  it 
desirable  to  set  up  a  buggy.    Among  the  patients  who  had  placed 
themselves  under  his  care,  was  a  Mr.  Milsey,  a  merchant  of  New 
York,  suffering  from  a  long  standing  chronic  malady,  for  which  no 
physician  had  been  able  to  find  a  remedy.    After  many  interviews, 
his  patient  began  to  speak  to  Dr.  Gray  of  a  certain  foreign  and 
learned  physician  whose  acquaintance  he  had  made  in  his  Masonic 
Lodge,  and  whose  opinions  about  medicine  were  so  new  and  strange 
that  he  knew  not  what  to  make  of  him ;  but  that  having  become 
somewhat  intimate  with  him  he  had  spoken  to  him  of  his  own  com- 
plaint, and  had  been  encouraged  to  hope  for  relief  under  a  different 
method  of  treatment,  but  his  friend  had  declined  to  prescribe  with- 
out Dr.  Gray's  consent.    The  doctor  declined  a  consultation,  but 
advised  his  patient  to  accept  his  friend's  services.    This  was  in 
1827.    The  effect  of  the  experiment  was  so  favorable,  and  withal  so 
speedy  and  complete,  that  throwing  aside  his  prejudices  Dr.  Gray 
consented   to  an  interview,  which  led  to  a  mutual  and  life-long 
friendship.    It  is  not  necessary  to  add  that  this  "Foreign  Doctor" 
was  Hans  B.  Gram,  who,  though  really  born  in  this  country,  was 
of  Danish  paternity  and  education.    After  practicing  medicine  for 
many  years  in  Denmark,  he  adopted  the  newly  promulgated  system 
of  homoeopathy,  and  determined  to  return  to  America  as  an  apostle 
and  missionary  of  the  new  medical  faith.1  He  came  in  1824,  but  un- 
til his  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Gray,  he  found  no  hearing  from  those, 
his  medical  brethren,  who  he  vainly  thought  would  receive  his 
message  with  gladness,  if  not  with  enthusiasm. 

Dr.  Gray,  with  his  sharp  perception,  quickly  caught  the  essen- 
tial features  of  this  new  method  and  saw  the  possibilities  of  a  great 
reform,  which,  if  true,  it  was  sure  to  effect.  To  test  the  practical 
value  of  the  system  still  further,  he  consulted  Dr.  Gram  about  many 
intractable  cases  and  administered  the  med  icines  that  he  prescribed. 
This  was  necessary,  inasmuch  as  the  few  books  upon  homoeopathv 
yet  published  were  all  in  the  German  language,  which,  at  that  time, 
Dr.  Gray  did  not  understand.    Before  many  months,  but  riot  till 
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after  many  anxious  searchings  of  heart,  he  became  so  convinced  of 
the  truth  involved  in  the  now  familiar  law  of  homoeopathy,  that  he 
could  no  longer  resist  making  an  open  avov>  al  of  the  fact.  The 
result  was  what  he,  no  doubt,  foresaw,  an  immediate  withdrawal  of 
favor  and  aid  from  those  who  had  heretofore  befriended  him,  the 
loss  of  much  of  the  remunerative  part  of  his  practice,  and  the  dis- 
favor and  forebodings  of  relatives  and  friends.  Notwithstanding 
this  experience  which  came  sharp  and  quick,  he  never  faltered,  so 
sure  he  was  of  the  truth  and  ultimate  triumph  of  the  doctrine  he 
had  espoused.  Besides,  he  had  learned  patience  in  the  school  of 
adversity. 

It  was  in  1828  that  his  apostasy  from  the  orthodox  methods 
became  publicly  known.  To  add  to  the  difficulties  of  his  position, 
he  was  still  largely  dependent  upon  Dr.  Gram's  aid  in  so  much 
practice  as  remained  to  him,  owing  to  his  ignorance  of  German. 
This  defect  he  immediately  set  himself  about  to  repair,  with  the 
same  diligence  that  he  exercised  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  education. 
In  a  remarkably  short  time  he  became  sufficiently  expert  to  read  the 
few  works  to  be  had,  by  himself.  No  works  expository  of  the 
Hahnemannian  doctrines  were  written  or  published  in  English  till 
several  years  later.  So  there  was  little  chance  for  making  converts, 
and  accordingly  Dr.  Gray  and  Dr.  Gram  stood  alone,  until  the 
following  year,  Dr.  A.  D.  Wilson  had  the  courage  to  make  a  third 
in  the  little  company.  The  next  year  Dr.  Channing  avowed  his 
belief  in  the  new  system.  Both  of  them  men  of  learning  and  abil- 
ity, and  practitioners  of  established  reputation,  their  conversion 
caused  no  little  excitement.  This  brings  the  history  down  to  1S30. 
Dr.  Paine  was  not  aware  of  any  other  accessions  until  the  first 
cholera  epidemic  in  1832,  or  about  that  time.  Dr.  A.  Gerald  Hull, 
a  brother-in-law  of  Dr.  Gray,  was  preparing  to  enter  the  profession 
under  his  and  Dr.  Gram's  direction.  Dr.  J.  T.  Curtis  was  still  a 
student  of  Dr.  Gram.  Both  brilliant  and  strong  men,  who  after- 
wards distinguished  themselves  in  behalf  of  the  cause.  Dr.  Paine's 
first  personal  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Gray  was  in  1833,  while  a 
student  in  the  office  of  the  elder  Dr.  Hull.  Discussions  on  the 
subject  of  Homoeopathy  were  frequent  and  earnest,  and  he  soon 
came  to  know  the  men  who  were  engaged,  or  interested,  in  the 
struggle,  and  the  successive  steps  of  its  progress.  As  had  been  the 
case  in  Europe,  the  comparative  results  of  the  different  methods  of 
treating  the  Asiatic  cholera,  had  drawn  public  attention  to  the  ad- 
vantages of  Homoeopathy,  and  there  began  to  be  a  demand  for 
Homoeopathic  practitioners,  and,  of  course,  for  information  and 
means  of  studying  the  system.  Books  began  to  appear,  mostly 
translations  from  the  German,  first  into  French,  and  after  into 
English.    With  these  increased  facilities,  conversions  became  more 
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numerous.  Drs.  Kirby,  Vanderburgh  and  other  important  accessions 
were  among  the  foremost.  In  1834,  another  epidemic  of  cholera  oc- 
curred in  New  York,  with  still  more  favorable  results  to  Homoe- 
opathy, owing  to  the  larger  number  of  practitioners  capable  of 
applying  it.  From  that  date,  the  progress  of  our  school  has  been 
steadily  upward.     Its  history  in  this  city  and  state  is  known. 

The  colleagues  of  Dr.  Gray  in  these  first  years  are  all  departed. 
He  who  stood  the  chief  figure  in  the  little  band  outlived  them  all,  and 
many  of  those  who  came  later  into  the  field.  Now  he  has  also 
gone,  and  we  do  well  to  pay  our  grateful  tributes  to  his  mem- 
ory. 

E.  CARLETON,  President.  F.  H.  Boynton,  Secretary. 


Talcott. — An  excellent  article  upon  the  advantages  of  hom- 
oeopathy, in  the  treatment  of  the  insane,  by  Seldon  H.  Talcott, 
M.  D.,  appeared  in  the  New  England  Medical  Gazette  for  May, 
and  was  copied  into  the  Middleton  Daily  Press.  It  is  so  good  we 
shall  try  and  find  room  for  it  in  this  journal. 

■  -      ■         ■  — 

Alumni  Society  Homceopathic  College  of  University 
of  Michigan. — At  the  annual  reunion  and  banquet  of  the  alumni, 
held  at  Ann  Arbor,  the  following  officers  were  elected: 

President — D.  A.  McLachlin,  of  Holly,  Michigan. 

Vice  President — F.  H.  Tyler,  of  Sturgis. 

Secretary — W.  H.  Davis,  of  Aylmer,  Ont. 

Treasurer — E.  A.  Churchill,  of  Indiana. 

Orator — A.  R.  Wheeler,  of  Ann  Arbor. 

Alternate — J.  C.  Wood,  of  Monroe. 

Toastmaster — R.  C.  Olin,  of  Detroit. 

Toasts  were  responded  to  by  D.  A.  McLachlin,  J.  C.  Wood, 
A.  S.  Dolan,  R.  C.  Olin,  E.  C.  Franklin,  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  Dr. 
Phil  Porter,  of  Detroit. 

Suitable  resolutions  were  adopted  respecting  the  decease  of  Dr. 
C.  H.  Penniman,  of  class  '80  and  Dr.  Warner,  of '78. 

Adjourned  for  one  year. 

REMOVALS. 
Campbell — Dr.  Geo.  A.,  from  Suncook  N.  H.,to  Manchester,  N.  H. 
Davison— Dr.  W.  M.  W.,  from  Chicago  to  Buena  Vista,  Col. 
Hardy — Dr.  W.  O.,  from  Grafton,  Mass.,  to  Winchester,  R.  I. 
Philbrook — Dr.  Edward  E.,  from  Gorham,  Me.,  to  Taunton,  Mass. 
Pollock — Dr.  S.  D-,  from  Abingdon  to  Galesburg,  111. 
Reed — Dr.  M.  L.,  from  Farmer  City,  111.,  to  Ashton,  Dakota. 
Sherbino— Dr.  G.  W.,  from  Waynesburg  to  Scottdale,  Pa. 
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AND  URINARY  PATHOLOGY. 


PROF.  CLIFFORD  MITCHELL,  A.  B.,  M.  D.,  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  EDITOR. 


PERMANGANATE  OF  POTASSIUM,  AN  ANTIDOTE 
TO  THE  POISON  OF  SERPENTS. 

CLIFFORD  MITCHELL,  M.  D. 

In  a  preceding  number  of  the  Observer  an  account  of  the 
successful  experiments  of  De  Lacerda,  in  antidoting  the  poison  of  ser- 
pents with  potassium  permanganate,  was  given.  The  modus  oper- 
andi is  as  follows:  Have  always  on  hand  a  little  envelope  of  pow- 
der paper  containing  Ogr.  1  of  potassium  permanganate  (-X  gram 
is  about  1.54  grains,)  and  a  bottle  capable  of  holding  10  grams  of 
water;  in  this  way  a  solution  of  one  part  of  the  salt  to  100  of  water 
can  be  made.  When  a  person  bitten  by  a  poisonous  serpent  is 
brought  in,  dissolve  the  permanganate  in  water  and  slowly  inject 
half  a  Pravaz  syringeful  of  the  solution  into  each  wound  made  by 
the  teeth,  and  facilitate  the  diffusion  of  the  liquid  by  pressing  the 
tissues.  If  a  bitten  member  is  already  swollen  several  injections 
should  be  made  in  the  vicinity  of  the  limit  of  the  swelling.  If 
there  is  any  reason  to  believe  from  symptoms,  etc.,  that  the  poison 
has  been  carried  directly  into  a  vein,  make  an  injection  into  a  su- 
perficial vein.  De  Lacerda  has  shown  in  previous  experiments  that 
the  venom  of  serpents  owes  its  poisonous  qualities  not  to  the  liquid 
itself  secreted  by  the  glands,  but  to  corpuscles  more  or  less  analog- 
ous to  those  discovered  daily  in  the  virus. 

Quartrefager,  there,  thinks  it  proper  to  enquire  whether  per- 
manganate of  potassium  being  so  powerful  in  its  action  against  the 
poison  of  the  bothrops  would  not  be  serviceable  in  those  diseases 
concerning  which  Pasteur  has  given  us  so  much  information.* 

THE  PARASITE  OF  MALARIA. 

Laveran,  of  Val-de-Grace,  has  recently  discovered  in  the  blood 

♦The  experiments  of  Pasteur  in  regard  to  the  origin  of  chicken  cholera 
\4ere  chronicled  in  this  department  of  the  Observer  some  time  before  clue 
credit  -was  given  in  this  country  to  this  now  famous  scientist. 

JO 
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of  patients  suffering  from  palustrian  fever,  a  sprecial  microbe,  or 
minute  organism,  to  which  he  has  given  the  name  of  oscillaria 
malaria;  Richards,  of  the  hospital  at  Phillippeville,  where  cases  of 
marsh  fever  are  abundant,  has  found  the  same  parasite,  in  the  blood 
of  patients,  during  the  paroxysm. 

This  parasite,  according  to  Richard,  is  never  found  in  the  blood 
of  patients  who  are  not  suffering  from  marsh-fevers;  it  has  a  special 
habitant  viz.  the  red-blood  corpuscle  in  which  it  develops  like  a 
weevil  in  a  lentil,  and  from  which  it  departs  as  soon  as  it  has  arrived 
at  maturity. 

In  the  blood  of  every  patient  who  is  about  to  have  a  paroxysm 
the  microbe  is  always  found,  and  according  to  Richard,  is  of  "earn- 
estly precious"  signification,  both  to  the  physician  and  nosologist  in- 
dicating that  the  red  globule  is  truly  furnished'  with  a  membranous 
envelope. 

HIPPURIC  ACID  IN  GASTRIC  JUICE  OF  ANIMALS. 

Poulet  has  detected  hippuric  acid  in  the  gastric  juice  of  several 
animals. 

RESTORATION  TO  LIFE  OF  NEW-BORN  CHILDREN. 

In  a  previous  number  of  the  Observer  the  method  of  Le  Bon 
and  Goyard  for  restoring  apparently  dead  new-born  children  to  life 
by  plunging  them  into  a  bath  of  water  heated  to  50°  C.  (FM) 
was  given.  Campardon  has  recently  communicated  to  the  French 
Academy  the  result  of  two  experiences  with  apparently  dead  child- 
ren, as  follows:  The  first  case  was  that  of  a  child  born  apparently 
dead,  upon  which  rubbing  pulmonary  insufflation,  etc.,  had  been 
practiced  without  success.  Cumpardon  remembering  the  advice  of 
Le  Bon,  plunged  the  child  into  water  heated  to  45°  C.  (F).  In  less 
than  fifteen  seconds  the  child  returned  to  life. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  a  child  fifteen  days  old,  which  af- 
ter having  gradually  declined  had  fallen  into  a  state  of  apparent 
death.  The  face  was  cyanotic  and  the  beating  of  the  heart  imper- 
ceptible on  auscultation.  The  child  was  placed  in  a  hot  bath  and 
the  result  was  as  Cumpardon  puts  it,  une  veritable  resurrection, 
"quite  the  resurrection,"  colloquially  speaking. 

Le  Bon,  who  in  1872  called  the  attention  of  the  medical  world 
to  this  simple  means  of  restoring  the  new-born  to  life,  in  a  new  ar- 
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tide  {Journal  de  Therapeutique,]v\y ,  1881,)  entitled  "Experimen- 
tal Researches  upon  the  Treatment  of  Asphyxia,"  says,  that  ac- 
cording to  his  observation,  if  the  hot  bath  does  not  act  at  onces  it 
will  prove  of  no  avail. 

Children  should  not  be  kept  in  the  water  for  more  than  four 
or  five  minutes,  lest  they  become  rigid.  Moreover  if  the  hot  bath 
does  not  restore  the  child  to  life  nothing  else  known  will  do  so. 

Baths  of  water  heated  to  50°  C.  are  useless  in  restoring 
drowned  persons  to  life,  since  in  order  to  combat  the  great  fall 
of  temperature,  the  action  of  the  heat  must  be  prolonged.  Le 
Bon  therefore  recommends  that  such  person  be  placed  in  front  of 
a  roaring  fire,  as  experience  has  shown  him  that  all  "classic" 
methods  of  restoring  life  to  the  drowned,  notably  artificial  respir- 
ation, electricity,  and  hot  clothes  are  powerless  to  resist  the  notable 
chilling  of  the  blood,  which  has  been  shown  and  is  deemed  to  be 
the  most  terrible  consequence  of  asphyxia  from  submersion. 


RECENT  NOTES  ON  THE  URINE.  II. 


CLIFFORD  MITCHELL,  A.  B.,  M.  D. 


Ptomains from  urine:  Gautier  has  extracted  from  normal 
urine  substances  closely  resembling  ptomains,  and  reducing  ferri- 
cyanide  of  potassium. 

[Whenever  dead  bodies  enter  upon  a  state  of  putrefaction  there 
are  formed  during  the  process  of  decomposition  certain  alkaline  sub- 
stances to  which  the  name  ptomains  has  been  given;  these  sub- 
stances closely  resemble  certain  vegetable  alkaloids  as  conia,  veratria, 
etc.,  and  are  often  very  poisonous.  A  full  account  of  the  experi- 
ments of  Boutmy  and  Brouardel  upon  dead  bodies,  was  published 
in  this  department  of  the  Observer  in  the  December  1880  number. 
Prof.  Selmi,  of  Italy,  who  was  the  first  to  discover  the  toxic  proper- 
ties of  these  substances,  and  Boutmy,  the  celebrated  French  "expert" 
chemist,  who  carjjed  on  ptomain  investigations  later,  have  since  died, 
each  within  a  short  time  of  the  other.  It  is  supposed  tkat  Boutmy's 
death  was  partially  due  to  his  long  and  close  confinement  in  an 
atmosphere  reeking  with  the  exhalations  from  putrefying  cadavers. 
Brouardel  and  Boutmy  asserted  that  the  reagents  for  distinguishing 
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ptomains  from  vegetable  alkaloids  were  silver  bromide  and  potassi- 
um ferricyanide.  The  fact  that  the  substances  extracted,  from 
normal  urine  by  Gautier,  reduce  potassium  ferricyanide  might  there- 
fore add  certainty  to  the  fact  that  they  were  ptomains;  Spica,  how- 
ever, comes  forward  and  throws  a  "wet  blanket"  over  Boutmy  and 
Brouarders  assertions  by  calling  the  former  gentlemen's  attention 
to  the  fact  that  they  are  entirely  wrong,  since,  according  to  him  po- 
tassium ferrocyanide  also  reduces  vegetable  alkaloids,  hence  is  of  no 
value  in  distinguishing  ptomains.  Further  developments  are  then 
to  be  awaited  before  the  curious  fact  stated  by  Gautier  can  be  given 
full  weight.— C.  M.]. 

Test  for  albumen  in  the  urine:  Grigg  showed  in  1880  that 
meta-phosphoric  acid  which  had  long  been  known  to  precipitate 
albumen  was  useful  for  the  same  when  albumen  occurred  in  urine. 
Hindelang  has  carried  on  further  investigations  in  regard  to  the 
value  of  this  reagent  as  a  test  for  albumen  in  the  urine  with  the  fol- 
lowing results:  meta-phosphoric  acid  does  not  precipitate  any  con- 
stituent of  urine,  normal  or  abnormal,  save  albumen  and  its  modifi- 
cations. Moreover,  whenever  meta-phosphoric  acid  produces  a  pre- 
cipitate in  urine,  other  albumen  tests  such  as  heat  and  nitric  acid, 
acetic  acid  and  potassium  ferrocyanide,  etc.,  will  likewise  do  the  same 
and  vice  versa.  Moreover  if  meta-phosphoric  acid  gave  no  precip- 
itate none  of  the  usual  tests  would  detect  albumen.  (Hence  the 
value  of  this  substance  as  a  test,  being  equally  good,  and  in  its  use 
shorter  than  that  of  the  usual  substances  employed. — C.  M.) 

Hindelang,  finding  that  this  acid  also  precipitated  certain  modi- 
fications of  albumen  found  in  the  urine,  concluded  that  it  was  of 
value  in  detecting  peptone-like  substances  in  the  urine.  To  this 
Hofmeister  says,  that  while  meta-phosphoric  acid  resembles  potassi- 
um ferrocyanide  in  precipitating  true  albuminous  substances  and 
hemialbumose  in  urine  acidulated  with  acetic  acid,  it  will  not  de- 
tect real  peptones.  On  the  other  hand  meta-phosphoric  acid  is  a 
better  test  for  hemialbumose  than  potassium  ferrocyanide,  as  the 
precipitate  formed  is  not  so  soluble.  [Meta-phosphoric  acid  is  the 
so-called  "glacial  phosphoric  acid"  formed  by  evaporating  a  solution 
of  the  ordinary  phosphoric  acid  of  pharmacy  and  heating  the  residue 
to  a  low  red  heat  when  it  melts,  yielding  pyrophosphoric  acid  and 
finally  meta-phosphoric  acid.    The  term  "meta"  is  the  Greek  prep- 
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osition  which  in  composition  denotes  a  change  as  in  the  word  "me- 
tastasis," for  example;  if  a  molecule  of  water  be  taken  from  phos- 
phoric acid,  meta-phosphoric  acid  results.  Solutions  of  meta-phos- 
phoric  acid  in  water  should  be  made  fresh  always,  as  when  it  is  dis- 
solved in  water  it  gradually  changes,  in  course  of  time,  into  phos- 
phoric acid  which  is  worthless  as  a  test  for  albumen. 

According  to  Gerhardt,  different  varieties  of  albumen  occur  in 
the  urine  of  patients  suffering  from  B  right's  disease;  in  some  of  his 
cases  heat  and  nitric  acid  did  not  detect  albumen,  but  alcohol  sepa- 
rated substances  which  gave  decided  reactions  for  albumen.  More- 
over, a  writer  in  the  Lancet  has  not  long  ago  giten  his  experience 
with  an  albumen  in  the  urine  which  heat  and  nitric  acid  did  not  co- 
agulate, but  cold  nitric  acid  did. 

In  view  therefore,  of  possible  failure  to  detect  albumen  it  is 
well,  after  trying  the  usual  heat  and  nitric  acid  tests  with  negative 
results,  to  take  a  fresh  specimen  of  the  urine  and  inclining  the  test 
tube  let  some  twenty  drops  of  nitric  acid,  cold,  trickle  down  the 
side  of  the  tube,  when  if  albumen  be  present  a  cloudiness  or  opaque 
zone  will  form  at  junction  of  acid  layer  and  urine  layer.  Care  must 
be  taken  not  to  confound  the  zone  occurring  when  urates  are  pres- 
ent, with  the  zone  occurring  when  albumen  is  present;  the  urate 
zone  is  formed  higher  up  in  the  tube  than  the  point  of  contact  of 
acid  and  urine  and  is  not  sharply  defined  below,  but  is  rolled  up 
similar  to  rising  smoke.    (Heller's  test  for  albumen.) 

In  case  of  doubtful  results  with  either  the  heat  and  nitric  acid 
tests,  or  the  cold  acid  test,  confirm  or  strengthen  your  opinion  by 
using  the  potassium  ferrocyanide  test  (potassium  ferrocyanide  is 
readily  soluble  in  water  and  it  is  advisable  to  have  a  bottle  of  it 
ready  at  hand);  to  a  tresh  portion  of  the  urine  add  a  little  acetic 
acid  filter  if  turbid,  and  to  the  filtered  urine  add  some  of  the  potassi- 
um ferrocyanide  solution  (which  must  be  clear,  and  if  it  is  not,  filter 
it  before  using);  when,  if  albumen  be  present,  even  in  small  quanti- 
ties, a  turbidity  will  be  seen.  If  considerable  albumen  be  present, 
not  only  a  turbidity  will  be  present  but  an  actual  precipitate  of 
"flocks"  will  be  seen.  Heller's  test  is  deemed  very  delicate,  but  in 
view  of  possible  confusion  from  presence  of  urates,  it  is  well  to 
try  as  well  the  ferrocyanide  test  which  is  exceedingly  delicate,  and 
if  the  urine,  after  being  acidulated  with  acetic  acid,  be  filtered  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


310  AMERICAN  OBSERVER.  [Juty 

the  potassium  ferrocyanide  solution,  before  using,  also  be  filtered, 
both  liquids  will  be  so  clear  that  the  smallest  turbidity  may  be 
noticed  on  holding  the  test  tube  to  the  light. 

The  question  of  the  presence  of  peptones  in  urine  and  their  de- 
tection is  not  a  settled  one  as  yet;  Senator  declares  that  peptones 
exist  in  every  albuminous  urine  in  slight  quantities,  while  Gerhardt 
has  frequently  observed  peptones  in  urine  free  of  albumen,  either  as 
a  forerunner  or  consequence  of  ordinary  albuminuria. 

In  the  note  given  above  it  will  be  seen  that  Hofmeister  holds 
that  meta-phosphoric  acid  will  not  detect  real  peptones,  thus  dis- 
tinguishing these  from  albumen  peptones  which  Senator  describes, 
and  which,  according  to  Hindelang,  the  meta-phosphoric  acid  should 
precipitate. 

To  detect  peptone  in  albuminous  urine  coagulate  by  boiling 
filter,  and  to  the  filtered  urine  add  alcohol,  which  will  precipitate 
this*  substance ;  if  the  urine  does  not  contain  albumen  add  alcohol 
directly. — C.  M.] 

ANALYSIS  OF  A  CVST. 

The  Journal  de  Pharmacie  et  de  Chemie  gives  t  le  following 
report  of  an  analysis  of  a  cyst : 
Water,  973.40. 
Fixed  matters,  26.60. 
Mineral  substances,  17.25. 
Urea,  7.80. 
Albumen,  0.47. 
Chloride  of  Sodium,  3.80. 
Phosphoric  Acid,  1.85. 
Sulphuric  Acid,  4.12. 

Microscopical  appearances :  these  were  vibriones,  algae,  peni- 
cilium  glaucutn,  triple  phosphates,  indigose,  albumen,  urea,  chlor- 
ides, phosphates  and  sulphates. 

ANALYSIS  OP  INTESTINAL  CALCULUS. 

Fatty  matters,  84.62. 
Soluble  organic  matters,  2.036. 
Calcium  phosphate,  1.170. 
Sodium  chloride,  ) 

«      sulphate,      l  0.461. 

«       phosphate,  ) 
Bile  pigments — traces. 

Water,  11.721.  C.  M. 
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BUSHROD  W.  JAMES,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  PHILADELPHIA,  EDITOR. 


THE  SEWERAGE  QUESTION. 


INTERESTING  PAPER  ON  AN  IMPORTANT  SANITARY  THEME. 

The  question  of  the  proper  method  of  disposing  of  sewerage 
is  one  that  has  been  discussed  in  recent  years  with  a  wide  diversity 
of  opinion  and  at  times  with  considerable  acrimony  of  expression. 
That  the  sewerage  question  is  an  important  one  is  acknowledged 
by  all.  Every  scientist  now  knows  that  most  of  the  so-called 
plagues  of  the  middle  age  cities  were  caused  by  improper  or  whol- 
ly neglected  drainage ;  and  every  physician  even  at  the  present  day 
is  meeting  constantly  with  cases  of  disease  that  must  be  ascribed  to 
the  same  cause. 

The  question  is  one  that  is  as  yet  by  no  means  settled,  though 
much  valuable  experience  and  investigation  has  of  late  years  been 
contributed  toward  its  solution.  It  shall  be  my  aim  in  the  present 
article  to  give  a  concise  account  of  the  various  systems  that  have 
been  adopted  for  the  removal  of  sewage  from  cities  and  towns,  to- 
gether with  a  brief  statement  of  the  arguments  that  have  been  ad- 
vanced for  and  against  them.  It  must  be  observed,  however,  in  the 
first  place  that  much  of  the  diversity  of  opinion  on  this  subject  has 
really  little  ground  for  existence,  and  arises  from  men  reasoning 
past  each  other,  as  it  were,  without  meeting  on  some  tangible 
ground  for  difference. 

For  instance,  a  system  of  sewerage  which  would  be  suitable 
for  a  city  at  tide-water  might  be  utterly  unsuitable  to  an  inland 
town,  while  a  system  that  would  suit  an  inland  town  would  be  un- 
fit for  the  city  on  the  coast.  Each  system  would  be  good  in  its 
way,  but  if  advocates  of  the  particular  systems  did  not  acknowledge 
that  their  views  must  be  modified  by  circumstances,  they  might 
argue  till  doomsday  on  abstract  principles  without  coming  to  any 
conclusion.  In  this  country,  in  general,  we  find  that  the  systems 
of  sewerage  have  grown  up  to  meet  the  sudden  emergencies  of 
fast  growing  cities  and  towns.  In  some  places  this  make-shift 
policy  has  worked  sufficiently  well,  while  in  others  the  results  have 
been  far  from  satisfactory.  In  many  places  a  radical  change  is 
necessary.    In  some  the  change  has  already  been  made . 

♦By  Bushrod  W.  James,  M.  read  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Homoeopathic  County  Medical  Society,  Philadelphia. 
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Memphis,  with  it  soil  soaked  with  sewage  and  its  air  poison- 
ed with  offensive  fumes,  was  forced  at  the  jaws  of  death  to  change 
her  wretched  drainage  system  and  replace  it  by  one  founded  on 
common  sense  and  good  science.  So  will  some  of  our  low  level 
"health-resort,"  soil-polluted  towns  now  growing  up  have  to  do 
sooner  or  later  if  the  proper  correction  of  the  defective  drainage  is 
not  attended  to.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  increasing  interest  taken 
in  sanitary  science  will  lead  more  cities  to  look  into  their  defective 
drains  and  correct  them  before  they  suffer  the  grievous  lesson  that 
Memphis  had  to  learn. 

All  ihe  methods  that  have  been  proposed,  and  are  now  in  actu- 
al use  for  the  removal  of  sewage,  excreta,  etc.,  may  be  included  un- 
der two  general  heads : 

First,  The  method  of  the  water  carriage  or  the  water  method. 

Second,  The  method  of  dry  removal. 

And  first  of  the  wateY  method.  This  method  embraces  sew- 
ers in  general,  which  may  be  defined  as  conduits  or  underground 
channels-  for  the  removal  of  waste  from  houses  and  storm-water 
from  streets.  The  water  method  is  divided  into  two  systems,  "the 
combined"  and  "separate,"  the  latter  is  again  subdivided  into  the  "or- 
dinary separate  system,"  "the  Shone  and  the  Lievnur  system." 
The  combined  system,  as  its  name  implies,  is  a  system  which  com- 
bines in  itself  the  removal  at  the  same  time  of  sewage  and  storm- 
water.  For  this  purpose  the  sewer  must  necessarily  be  large  to  ac- 
commodate the  great  volume  of  water  that  is  washed  into  them  at 
times  after  a  severe  storm.  As  they  receive  the  washings  of  the 
washings  of  the  streets  they  are  usually  supplied  with  catch  basins 
to  prevent  sand  and  heavy  substances  from  entering  into  and  block- 
ing the  channel. 

This  is  not  always  necessary,  however,  since  in  some  cities, 
notably  in  Paris,  it  has  been  found  preferable  to  let  the  washings  of 
the  streets  be  carried  into  the  sewers  and  transported  to  the  outlet 
by  the  sewage,  Of  course,  any  system  that  would  admit  of  this 
must  contribute  greatly  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  streets.  When 
sewers  of  the  combined  system  are  not  flushed  during  rains,  their 
large  size  leaves  a  great  extent  of  empty  space  in  which  gases  are 
very  liable  to  generate  from  the  decomposing  sewage.  If  the  gas 
is  confined  and  not  allowed  to  escape  except  through  its  proper  out- 
lets, it  is,  of  course,  harmless.  But  if  it  gains  any  entrance  into  in- 
habited houses  it  carries  with  it  disease  and  death.  Much  of  the  in- 
ventive talent  and  genius  that  have  in  recent  years  been  applied  to 
the  study  of  sanitary  engineering  has  concerned  itself  with  the 
problem  of  excluding  sewer  gas  from  houses.  Some  think  that  it 
can  never  be  successfully  done  as  long  as  the  combined  system  with 
its  huge  channels  remains  in  existence;  and  that  only  a  resort  to  the 
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small  channels  of  the  separate  system,  or  to  some  method  of  dry 
removal  of  excreta,  can  wholly  save  us  from  the  dangers  of  this  in- 
sidious enemy. 

The  defenders,  however,  of  the  combined  system  maintain 
that  is  sewers  ars  properly  ventilated,  either  by  openings  in  the 
streets  or  by  ventilating  pipes  run  up  from  the  street  traps  of  the 
house  drains,  and  if  in  addition  every  waste  pipe  and  soil  pipe  in  a 
house  is  properly  protected  by  a  ventilated  trap,  there  can  b«  no 
danger  from  sewer  gas.  The  objections,  they  maintain,  is  really 
"against  an  error  of  construction,  and  not  against  the  plan,  proper- 
ly carried  out."  The  objection  to  the  combined  system  on  the 
ground  of  sewer  gas  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  an  insuperable  one. 
With  proper  skill  and  care  every  house  can  be  secured  from  the  en- 
trance of  gas.  There  must,  however,  be  a  certain  watchfulness  to 
see  that  the  pipes  and  traps  do  not  get  out  of  order.  The  ventila- 
ting pipes  should  lead  directly  from  the  drain  side  of  the  traps  and 
should  be  carried  some  feet  above  the  top  of  the  house. 

More  than  once  a  ventilating  pipe  has  been  found  opening  be- 
low or  on  a  level  with  a  dormer  or  attic  window,  and  pouring  its 
flood  of  poison  on  the  doomed  occupants  within.  Some  few  years 
ago  several  students  lost  their  lives  at  Princeton  college,  owing  to  a 
ventilating  pipe  which  was  run  along  a  stack  of  sleeping  room  win- 
dows, being  broken  and  bent  by  balls  and  stones,  that  had  been  thrown 
against  it,  thus  permitting  a  flow  of  gas  into  the  rooms.  Equally 
necessary  is  due  care  m  regard  to  traps.  Traps  are  of  various 
kinds,  but  the  ones  most  commonly  in  use  and  considered  the  safest 
are  the  syphon  traps,  which  are  shaped  very  much  like  the  letter  S 
laid  horizontally. 

The  lower  curve  contains  a  water  seal  which  acts  as  an  ob- 
struction to  the  entrance  of  gas  when  under  ordinary  pressure.  It 
has  been  observed,  however,  that  if  gas  is  under  high  pressure  it 
makes  its  way  through  water  without  much  trouble.  This  has 
been  urged  as  an  objection  to  traps,  and  hence  to  large  sewers;  but 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  gas  can  never  be  under  such  a  pres- 
sure that  it  could  force  its  way  through  water  if  the  sewer  from 
which  it  has  come  has  been  properly  ventilated.  All  undue  press- 
ure is  prevented  by  the  free  access  which  the  gas  has  to  the  open 
air  through  the  ventilating  pipes  and  the  grated  man-holes  in  the 
streets. 

Sometimes,  however,  house  traps  become  unsyphoned — that  is, 
the  water  seal  is  broken.  This  may  occur  either  by  a  great  rush  of 
water  carrying  with  it  the  water  in  the  seal,  or  by  matter,  such  as 
paper,  etc.,  hanging  over  the  upper  curve  of  the  syphon,  drawing 
bv  capillarity  the  water  out  of  the  seal,  or,  sometimes,  when  a 
house  has  been  left  unoccupied,  by  the  water  in  the  seal  evaporat- 
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ing.  These  are  accidents  that  might  and  do  undoubtedly  occur  to 
the  small  traps  in  the  house,  but  they  are  not  such  as  would  likely 
occur  to  the  large  trap  of  the  main  drain  which  communicates  di- 
rectly with  the  sewer.  This  trap,  which  is  usually  under  the  pave- 
ment immediately  without  the  house,  is,  after  all,  the  main  protec- 
tion to  the  house,  and  is  not  usually  liable  to  accidents. 

Although  large  sewers  generate  gas,  which  has  to  be  carefully 
guarded  against,  yet  their  very  size  facilitates  proper  inspection  and 
cleaning  and  decrease  the  possibility  to  obstruction  to  which  the 
small  sewers  of  the  separate  system  are  liable,  even  where  a  sud- 
den change  of  velocity  occurs  after  a  storm,  and  precipitation  of 
suspended  particles  take  place  from  the  checkened  flow,  there  can  be 
no  serious  obstruction  owing  to  the  facility  with  which  the  sewers 
can  be  cleaned.  But  even  their  obstruction  could  only  occur  in  im- 
properly graded  sewers,  since  the  flow  in  the  sewers  of  proper 
grade  is  always  sufficient  to  carry  off  the  silt. 

Among  other  objections  that  have  been  made  to  sewers  in  gen- 
eral, and  more  especially  to  the  large  ones  of  the  combined  sys- 
tems, are  to  the  slimv  coatings  of  decomposing  matter  which  forms 
on  their  sides;  to  the  fact  that  connecting  pipes  and  drains  some- 
times break  and  contaminate  the  ground;  that  the  water  supply  it 
constantly  in  danger  of  contamination;  that  the  inlet  basins  in. the 
streets  emit  objectionable  odors.  All  these  objections  are  due  to 
imperfect  applications  of  the  system  rather  than  to  the  system  itself. 
If  the  interior  surfaces  of  sewers  are  made  smooth  there  is  little 
danger  of  floating  matter  adhering  to  their  sides.  If  drains  are 
made  of  proper  material  and  have  a  proper  support  they  will  not 
break.  The  combined  system  of  sewers  seems  to  us  on  the  whole 
satisfactory.  It  is  subject  to  danger,  but  not  such  as  cannot  be 
avoided ;  it  has  been  found  in  practice  convenient  and  useful ;  it  is 
not  unreasonably  expensive,  and  its  cost  of  maintenance  is  trifling. 
There  are  undoubtedly  cities  where  it  would  not  work  as  satisfactorily 
as  the  separate  system,  while  there  are  places  where  no  sewage  sys- 
tem will  work  at  all,  and  other  means  of  removal  must  be  resorted 
to.  But  where  there  is  good  soil,  a  sufficient  grade  and  an  easy 
outlet,  and  it  is  properly  applied,  experience  has  shown  that  it 
works  well. 

The  separate  system  of  sewage  removal  is  one  in  which  sepa- 
rate channels  are  provided  for  the  removal  of  rain  water  and  sew- 
age. The  principle  on  which  it  is  based  is  Mr.  Ward's  celebrated 
maxim,  "the  rain  to  the  river,  the  sewage  to  the  soil."  The  advan- 
tages of  this  system,  as  compared  with  the  large  system,  are  that 
smaller  sewers  are  required,  though  this  is  offset  by  the  fact  that  a 
double  set  must  be  used,  that  the  amount  of  sewage  water  is  less  in 
quantity,  that  it  is  not  so  highly  diluted,  and  can  be  more  easily 
converted  to  fertilizing  purposes.    The  rain  water  channel  may  be 
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quite  shallow  and  usually  have  no  connection  with  houses,  but  only 
openings  from  the  streets.  Much  organic  master  is  however  swept 
into  them  from  the  washings  of  the  roofs  and  gutters,  and  the  sole 
object  of  the  separate  system  has  been  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  a 
stream ;  this  is  in  a  measure  defeated. 

The  channels  which  carry  the  sewage  must  be  frequently 
flushed.  This  has  been  imperfectly  accomplished  by  admitting  a 
certain  amount  of  rain  during  a  storm,  but  now  a  better  method  is 
adopted  in  the  use  of  Fields'  self-acting  flush  tank.  This  has  been 
successfully  applied  in  England,  and  notably  in  this  country,  at 
Memphis,  where  the  separate  system  is  in  full  operation. 

The  disadvantages  of  the  separate  system  are  the  difficulty  at- 
tending the  inspection  and  cleaning  of  the  sewer;  the  increased  ex- 
pense in  providing  separate  channels  for  rain,  the  increased  expense 
of  artificial  methods  of  flushing. 

Where  a  town  lies  low,  and  it  is  expensive  to  lift  sewage,  the 
separate  system  may  be  used  to  advantage.  It  is  also  of  use  in 
tropical  countries  where  there  is  a  long  dry  season,  and  artificial 
means  of  flushing  must  be  resorted  to. 

The  Shone  system,  as  described  by  Mr.  Hering  in  his  recent 
report  on  sewers  to  the  National  Board  of  Health,  is  a  system  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Shone,  of  Wrexham,  for  localities  where  sewage  for 
one  reason  or  another  requires  frequent  lifting.  Self-acting  sewage 
ejectors  are  distributed  over  the  district  and  operated  by  compressed 
air  supplied  from  a  central  station. 

The  sewage  runs  into  an  iron  container  holding  from  one  to 
two  cubic  yards,  and  is  then  automatically  ejected  and  lifted  to  any 
desired  heighth.  This  system  has  not  as  yet  been  tried  on  a  large 
scale. 

The  Lievnur  system  is  a  variation  of  the  separate  system  pro- 
posed by  Lievnur,  a  Dutch  engineer,  and  now  in  successful  opera- 
tion in  Amsterdam  and  some  other  cities.  This  system  was  sug- 
gested by  the  practice  of  cleaning  cesspools  by  means  of  suction  in- 
to a  large  cylinder  which  had  been  previously  exhausted  of  air  and 
brought  on  a  cart  to  the  premises.  The  system  as  in  operation  at 
present  consists  of  underground  iron  pipes  which  are  scattered  over 
the  various  districts  of  the  town,  and  with  which  all  the  houses  of 
the  district  are  connected.  These  pipes  are  connected  with  a  cen- 
tral station,  where  an  air  pumping  apparatus  is  situated.  The  sew- 
age is  pumped  or  drawn  from  the  various  districts  and  run  into 
barges.  Provision  is  only  made  it  this  system  for  excreta  and  a 
small  a  mount  of  waste  water  from  the  water  closets.  All  other 
waste  fluid  and  storm  water  are  run  into  a  separate  system  or  sew- 
ers, disposed  of  like  ordinary  sewage. 

It  now  remains  for  us  to  consider  briefly  the  dry  method  of  re- 
moval.   A  sanitary  engineer  of  prominence  has  said  that  of  the 
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'  dry  method  of  removal  there  arc  few  which  can  be  recommended 
from  a  sanitary  point  of  view. 

There  must  always  be  a  certain  time  during  which  excreta 
must  accumulate  for  removal.  This  accumulation  should  be  in 
properly  prepared  receptacles,  and  the  excreta  itself  should  be  ad- 
sorbed bv  dry  earth  or  charcoal  or  should  be  converted  into  an  unin- 
jurious  substance  by  mixture  with  such  disinfectants  as  carbolic  acid, 
chloride  of  lime  or  creosote,  etc.  The  cask  or  pail  system  is  very 
common  in  Europe  where  offal  is  collected  periodically  by  public 
authority. 

The  casks  or  pails  afford  a  proper  and  safe  receptacle  and  pre- 
vent the  access  of  oxygen  and  consequent  decomposition  and  es- 
cape of  effluvia.  The  system  of  dry  removal  is  in  general  not  de- 
sirable in  cities  where  the  water  system  can  be  used.  It  may,  how- 
ever, be  used  to  advantage  in  small  towns  and  in  dwellings  where 
water-closets  cannot  be  used. 

In  reference  to  our  own  city,  Philadelphia  is  known  to  be  one 
of  the  healthiest  of  the  large  cities  of  the  United  States,  and  is 
probably  more  healthy  than  any  of  the  European  great  cities,  but 
it  can  be  rendered  still  more  so  by  the  introduction  of  some  im- 
provements in  its  present  sanitary  arrangements,  and  especially  in 
regard  to  its  drainage  and  sewage  system. 

I  do  not  advocate  the  change  from  present  combined  sewer 
system.  But  at  as  earl)'  a  day  as  practible  every  cess-pool  should  be 
abandoned  and  cleaned  and  filled  and  thoroughly  sealed  or  oblitera- 
ted. Then  every  house  and  building  of  any  kind  that  has  any  sort 
of  sewage  should  be  compelled  to  make  attachments  to  the  sewers, 
the  drainage  system  should  be  trapped  and  ventilated  outside  of  the 
building  and  also  all  connections  trapped  and  ventilated  inside  into 
a  full-sized  pipe  running  beyond  the  roof  or  its  equivalent. 

The  sewers  themselves  should  be  freely  ventilated  at  special 
points  and  a  system  of  destroying  the  injurious  gases  or  materials 
contained  in  them  as  they  escape,  or  else,  if  possible,  they  should 
be  conveyed  away  at  some  distance  and  diluted  with  fresh  air  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  render  them  innoxious.  Building  inspectors 
should  sec  that  no  imperfect  drains  or  house- trappings  or  connec- 
tions are  put  into  the  new  houses  erected  under  their  charge,  and 
these  changes  should  be  applied  to  all  the  present  structures  not  so 
connected  as  speedily  as  possible.  A  suitable  flushing  system  for 
our  present  sewers  should  be  introduced  and  outfall  sewers  also  con- 
structed with  automatic  or  other  form  of  gate  at  these  outfalls  to 
run  off  the  sewage  on  the  outflow  of  the  tide  only.  A  system  of 
sanitary  inspection  should  also  be  adopted  for  instruction  as  well  as 
inspection. 

These  and  a  number  of  other  improvements  should  be  intro- 
duced for  the  general  good  of  our  citizens.    Different  cities  and  lo- 
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calities  require  a  different  system.  For  instance  the  Leivnur  system, 
which  I  saw  in  operation  at  Amsterdam  the  past  summer,  would  be 
admirable  for  Cape  May,  Atlantic  City,  Ocean  Grove  or  Coney 
Island,  but  would  not  be  applicable  to  a  city  located  on  rolling  land 
like  Philadelphia,  Harrisburg,  Boston,  etc. 

There  is  one  thing,  however,  that  should  be  remembered,  and 
that  is,  that  gradually  the  underlying  soil  of  all  cities  not  properly 
drained,  or  sewered  and  flushed,  is  becoming  soil-polluted,  ready  for 
an  epidemic  to  have  ample  food  for  a  long  continuance,  and  when  such 
a  period  does  arrive,  and  a  fatal  epidemic  comes  stalking  in,  it  will 
be  too  late  for  the  remedy  to  be  then  instituted,  and  the  experience 
of  a  grand  depopulation,  such  as  occurred  at  Memphis,  may  be  the 
fate  of  such  careless  cities.  Now  is  the  time  to  legislate  for  and 
carry  out  such  improvements. 


Nature  of  the  Diphtheritic  Contagium. — {Philadelphia 
Medical  Times.) — In  the  spring  of  1880,  Drs.  H.  C.  Wood  and 
H.  F.  Formad,  under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Board  of 
Health,  began  a  series  of  experiments  upon  rabbits  with  a  view  of 
determining  the  nature  of  the  contagium  of  diphtheria.  The  ani- 
mals were  inoculated  with  diphtheritic  membrane  taken  from  the 
throats  of  human  patients. 

In  the  course  of  these  researches,  it  was  determined  that  there 
is  nothing  specific   in  the  production  of  false  membrane  in  the 
trachea,  and  that  traumatic  pseudo-membrane  accurately  resembles  the 
diphtheritic,  except  that  micrococci  are  not  quite  so  abundant  in  it. 
The  experimenters  conclude  that  the  disease  produced  by  the  diph- 
theritic inoculation  was  really  rabbit  diphtheria,  because  the  poison 
giving  rise  to  it,  the  symptoms  during  life,  and  the  post-mortem  les- 
ions were  identical.    In  addition  to  this,  the  contagiousness  of  the 
disease  was  retained.    They  accept  the  experiments  of  Curtis  and 
Satterthwaite,  show  ing  that  the  infectious  character  of  diphtheria  de- 
pends upon  the  solid  particles  of  the  membrane;  furthermore,  their 
researches  lead  them  to  conclude  that  the  micrococci  are  in  close  re- 
lation with  the  essential  poison  of  diphtheria,  being  either  the  virus 
itself  or  the  producers  of  it.    The  results  of  culture  of  these  bac- 
teria lead  them  also  to  assert  that  there  is  no  difference  between  the 
micrococci  of  simple  sore  throat  and  those  of  diphtheria,  except  in 
activity  of  reproduction;  the  two  are  the  same  organism,  existing 
under  different  conditions. 

Drs.  Wood  and  Formad  believe  that  the  vitality  under  artificial 
culture  is  in  direct  proportion  to  the  malignancy  of  the  case  from 
which  the  plant  is  taken.  They  have  succeeded  in  producing  diph- 
theria by  the  inoculation  of  cultured  rwicrococci,  but  never  with 
those  of  a  generation  later  than  the  second. 
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M.  Pasteur  has  indicated  that  an  inert  organism  may  become 
virulent,  and  visa  versa,  and  in  the  same  way  they  believe  them- 
selves able  to  prove  that  the  micrococci  of  the  mouth  are  really 
identical  in  species  with  those  of  diphtheria.  That  oxygen  may  be 
potent  in  converting  a  virulent  into  a  non-virulent  organism,  they 
regard  as  probable,  from  the  effects  of  exposure  of  dry  membrane. 
The  micrococci  of  a  catarrhal  angina  or  trachitis  may,  under  favor- 
able circumstances  be  transformed  into  micrococci  of  diphtheria, 
and  a  self-generated  diphtheria  (i.  e.,  endemic)  ensue,  or  external 
conditions  may  favor  the  transformation  of  inactive  into  active  or- 
ganisms, and  these  may  lodge  in  the  trachea  and  also  cause  diph- 
theria (/.  e.  epidemic).  In  the  first  instance,  the  disease  may  spread 
by  organism  exhaled  by  the  breath.  Diphtheria  will  vary  in  con- 
tagiousness according  to  the  development  of  the  virus — malignant 
diphtheria  will  be  more  contagious  than  the  mild  endemic  form. 
The  conditions  outside  of  the  body  which  favor  the  transformation 
of  inactive  into  active  micrococci,  and  agents  destroying  these  or- 
ganisms, remain  yet  to  be  studied. 

A  New  Method  of  Embalming  Bodies  and  Preserving 
Tissues. — Dr.  Virodtzeff  (Balsamirovanie,  xi.,  164,  St.  Peters- 
burg, 1881)  recommends  the  following  preparation  as  an  efficient 
agent  in  the  embalming  of  bodies  and  the  preservation  of  tissues : 
Thymol,  5  parts;  alcohol,  45  parts,  glycerine,  2,160  parts,  water, 
1,080  parts. 

It  is  cheap,  innocuous,  free  from  unpleasant  odor,  possesses  the 
property  of  keeping  the  body  soft,  elastic,  fresh,  and  life-like,  and 
does  not  ruin  instruments.  Thymol  is  selected  as  being  superior 
to  other  antiseptics,  and  glycerine  is  added,  both  on  account  of  its 
own  preservative  qualities  and  to  retard  the  evaporation  of  the 
fluid.  For  the  preparation  of  tissues  the  same  solution  is  employ- 
ed. If  the  cadaver  be  quite  lean,  or  the  tissues  very  delicate,  equal 
parts  of  water  and  glycerine  (1,620  of  each)  are  combined  with  the 
above  quantities  of  thymol  and  alcohol.  Tcvinject  a  body,  half  its 
weight  of  the  fluid  is  necessary.  A  properly  embalmed  cavader 
may  be  preserved  indefinitely  under  ordinary  circumstances,  gradu- 
ally shrinking  and  mummifying  without  putrefaction.  Specimens 
are  either  to  be  injected  with  or  macerated  in  this  fluid.  Macera- 
tion must  not  be  too  prolonged — the  appearance  of  the  specimen 
should  act  as  a  guide.  The  part,  after  having  been  thoroughly 
cleansed  in  water,  and  prepared,  may  then  be  exposed  for  months 
to  the  air  without  losing  its  consistency,  form,  and  color.  Perma- 
nent specimens  may  be  inclosed  in  a  hermetically  sealed  glass  ves- 
sel containing  a  little  of  the  same  solution.  The  Medical  Record 
says  that  Dr.  Peabody  has  used  this  preserving  fluid,  with  excellent 
results,  in  the  New  York  Hospital  Museum. 
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E.  A.  LODGE,  SEN'r,  M.  D.,  DETROIT,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 


AMERICAN  MEDICINAL  PLANTS:  An  Illustrative 
and  Descriptive  Guide  to  the  American  Plants  used  as  Homoeo- 
pathic Remedies ;  Their  History,  Preparation,  Chemistry,  and 
Physiological  Effects.  By  Charles  E.  Millspaugh,  M.  D., 
Boericke  and  lafel;  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

Before  us  are  specimen  pages — lithograph  and  letter-press — of 
the  above  work,  which  the  publishers  propose  to  issue  in  consecu- 
tive numbers,  at  one  dollar  each.  The  completed  work  will  con- 
tain one  hundred  and  eighty  plates  and  will  be  put  forth  in  about 
thirty  numbers.  As  it  is  a  subscription  book,  of  course  its  forth- 
coming will  depend  upon  the  requisite  patronage  from  the  profes- 
sion. 

The  writer  can  conscientiously  recommend  the  projected  work 
to  his  fellow  physicians  for  the  scholarly  accuracy  of  its  text,  the 
fidelity  of  its  illustrations,  the  elegance  of  its  typography,  and  the 
reasonableness  of  its  price;  concerning  all  of  which  he  does  not 
now  pronounce  from  that  assumed  all-knowingness  of  editorship. 
On  the  contrary,  he  has  had  much  opportunity  for  actual  knowing, 
having  long  had  a  fondness  for  and  some  acquaintance  with  the 
worthies  who  have  worked  in  this  field — a  line  reaching  from  The- 
ophrastus,  Dioscorides,  Pliny,  Galen,  and  Apuleius,  down  the  dusty 
centuries  to  Bigelow  and  Rafinesque.  Indeed  is  there  not  now  be- 
fore us  a  handsome  copy  of  Bigelow's  American  Medical  Botany, 
memorable  in  truth  to  us  because,  when  we  bought  it,  it  represented 
our  choice  in  a  somewhat  dire  alternative?  Sundry  sartorial  consid- 
erations, largely  of  an  aesthetic  nature,  made  a  new  coat  a  desidera- 
tum, and  to  the  city  we  went  with  some  thirty-five  dollars,  intent  on 
coating  our  back.  Alas,  the  old  bookstore— a  fascinating  haunt- 
lay  in  our  way,  and,  as  Fate  would  have  it,  in  the  old  bookstore  lay 
a  much-coveted  copy  of  Bigelow's  book. 

******** 
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My  good  wife  waxed  eloquent  when  I  got  home,  for  there  I 
was,  the  seediest  doctor  in  Bergen  County,  but  still  the  actual  own- 
er of  Bigelow's  American  Medical  Botany!  O,  halcyon  days 
when  such  petty  privations  were  shared  by  the  kindest  of  wives, 
and  when,  in  buying  books,  we  robbed  only  our  own  backs;  but,  since 
then,  we  have  been  publishers,  having  issued  eight  of  our  own 
works,  and  now  it  is  not  only  our  own  backs  and  bellies  we  must 
consider,  but  also  theirs.  Farewell,  ye  early  days  of  book-buying, 
a  long  and  loving  farewell !] 

Pray  pardon  a  retrospect  which  has  at  least  for  me  all  the  halo 
of  a  summer  sunset,  and  let  us  return  to  Bigelow's  book.  Although 
it  is  cheap  at  thirty  dollars,  it  has  only  sixty  plates;  while  the  work 
which  now  appeals  for  your  subscription  has  one  hundred  and  eighty 
for  the  same  price.  The  projected  work  also  excels  in  artistic 
merit.  Bigelow's  plates  are  on  copper  and  hand-colored,  yet  it  is 
in  color  that  Dr.  Millspaugh's  work  excels  it.  Bigelow  turned 
over  his  drawings  to  the  engraver,  but  Millspaugh  drew  his  own 
while  the  plant  was  in  its  native  soil,  and,  surely,  he  has  caught  the 
inspiration  of  Nature.  The  birds  were  about  him,  and  the  bees, 
and  the  murmur  of  the  summer  wind,  and  the  sunlight  glinted  from 
flower  and  leaf,  illuminating  them,  and  then  and  there  a  loving  eye 
and  a  cunning  hand  caught  all  the  witchery  of  their  wild  beauty. 

Very  lifelike  indeed  are  Dr.  Millspaugh's  plates.  Look,  for 
instance,  at  plate  169,  fig.  2,  does  not  that  spathe  of  Pothos  foetidus 
fairly  stink  from  its  verisimilitude?  Look,  too,  at  that  AscUpias 
cornuti  in  plate  134.  Does  it  not  seem  as  if  one  should  hear  the 
tinkle  of  the  bell  on  some  near-browsing  cow,  and  catch  the  drowsy 
drone  of  a  hovering  bumblebee? 

Verily,  my  friend  with  the  cart-collar  of  'practice'  galling  thy 
neck,  and  alas!  thine  heart  also,  if  thou  shalt  one  day  own  a  copy 
of  this  book,  then  shalt  the  forest  and  the  field  have  new  voices, 
and  a  new  beauty,  for  thee.  To  the  country  practitioner  it  will  be 
invaluable;  he  can  recognize  many  of  the  medicinal  plants  and 
know  the  pleasure  of  making  many  of  his  own  tinctures;  for  full 
directions  are  given  from  Boericke  and  Tafel's  American  Homoeo- 
pathic Pharmacopoeia. 

In  a  word,  the  projected  work  will  be  an  essential  to  every 
well-ordered  medical  library,  and  an  ornament  to  all. 
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Personally,  we  feel  very  closely  drawn  to  the  author  of  such 
a  work.  He  come  of  a  noble  lineage,  and  his  ancestry  reaches  back 
to  the  fourth  century  before  the  christian  era. 

Aristotle  wrote  on  this  subject,  but  his  book  is  lost.  Then 
comes  his  student  Theophrastus,  whose  treatise  on  the  History  of 
Plants  is  justly  pronounced  "the  most  excellent  of  the  botanical 
writings  of  the  ancients  that  have  come  down  to  us."  Then  fol- 
lows Dioscorides,  "the  father  of  the  science  of  Botany."  Next  is 
the  encyclopaedic  and  wonder-loving  Pliny,  whose  Natural  His- 
tory is  the  fairy  book  of  Science.  Even  the  polished  Galen  did  not 
spurn  this  field  of  labor,  and  surely  his  example  commends  itself  to 
all  true  physicians.  Later  the  Herbarium  of  Apuleius  finds  a 
place,  and  is  even  reproduced  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  tongue.  Many 
a  winter's  night  have  we  given  to  it  in  Cockayne's  translation,  and 
many  a  fact  have  we  found  in  it  which  may  also  be  found  again  in 
Hahnemann's  pages. 

After  the  death  of  these  men  botanical  studies  languished  for  a 
long  time.  Then,  in  the  fifteenth  century,  a  copy  of  Dioscorides  in 
the  original  Greek  was  found,  and  a  Latin  translation  of  it  publish- 
ed 1478.  In  1495  Aldus  issued  an  edition  in  the  original.  In  the 
revival  of  ancient  learning  much  was  done  by  commentators,  and 
Hermolaus  was  the  first  commentator  upon  Dioscorides.  Of  such 
honors  the  chief  were  won  by  Matthiolus,  who  issued  his  Commcn- 
tarii  in  Diosc»ridem  in  1554.  'Seventeen  editions  of  this  work 
testify  to  the  interest  taken  in  this  department  of  knowledge;  and 
in  the  edition  edited  by  Gaspar  Bauhin  in  1598  we  have  "all  the 
additional  illustrations  that  could  be  piled  upon  it,"  and,  as  an  en- 
thusiastic admirer  says  of  it,  "an  abiding  monument  of  the  first  age 
of  botanical  revival." 

Now  the  names  of  active  workers  crowd  thickly  upon  us: 
Otto  Brunfels,  Leonard  Fuchs,  Conrad  Gesner,  Cordus,  Doclonajus, 
Clusius,  Lobel,  Andrea  Caesalpina,  Columna,  and  the  Bauhins;  these 
men,  with  the  English  William  Turner,  "are  the  true  fathers  and 
institutors  of  modern  botany." 

The  mention  of  Turner's  name  brings  us  to  those  workers  of 
our  own  tongue  with  the  mention  of  whom  we  will  close  this  de- 
sultory article. 

Turner's  was  an  eventful  life.    He  was  a  divine,  and  so  zeal - 


Digitized  by  Google 


322  AMERICAN   MEDICINAL  NOTES.  [ July 

ous  a  Reformer  that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  England.  He  lived 
for  a  time  in  Germany  and  Italy,  chiefly  in  Cologne,  and  while 
abroad  he  sedulously  cultivated  the  acquaintance  of  physicians  and 
botanists.  On  the  death  of  Henry  VIII,  he  returned  to  England, 
was  made  physician  to  the  Lord  Protector  Somerset.  Through  his 
influence  Turner  received  some  ecclesiastical  preferments,  one  of 
which  was  the  Deanery  of  Wells.  Bloody  Queen  Mary  assumed 
the  throne,  and  again  Turner  sought  refuge  in  Cologne.  On  the 
accession  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  he  again  returned  to  England  and 
was  reinvested  with  his  church  offices.  His  book  bears  witness  to 
his  vicissitudes,  the  first  part  being  published  at  London,  1551;  the 
second  at  Collen,  1562;  the  third  at  London,  1568. 

Although  Turner  was  "the  first  original  writer  in  English,  on 
Botany,"  his  work  4'is  not  the  parent  of  all  succeeding  books  that 
bear  the  name  of  Herball;"  that  honor  belonging  to  Gerarde's 
^HerbalP  which  came  out  in  1597. 

The  very  next  year  saw  Lyte's  translation  of  Dodorus  put  in- 
to the  hands  of  English  reading  people,  and  the  fact  that  two  such 
large  and  costly  contemporary  folios  could  find  sale  testifies  to  an 
extensive  interest  in  such  studies. 

Another  edition  of  Gerarde's  ^Herball]  "enlarged  by  Thomas 

Johnson,"  was  published  in  1636,  and  four  years  later  we  have  the 

Theatrum  Botanicum,  by  John  Parkinson. 

Now  seventy  years  elapsed,  and  then  came  came  the  last  of 
the  illustrated  Herbals — Salmon's,  published  in  1710.  Learned, 
painful,  and  voluminous   Salmon,  ultimus  Romanoruml 

These  English  Herbals  have  all  grown  by  a  process  of  accre- 
tion. Such  facts  as  Turner  had  gathered  in  his  pages,  reappear  in 
Gerarde's  folio,  plus  such  additions  as  he  could  make.  In  John- 
son's Gerarde  we  have  Turner,  plus  Gerarde,  plus  Johnson.  In 
Parkinson's  Theatrum  Botanicum  we  have  Turner,  plus  Gerarde, 
plus  Johnson,  plus  Parkinson;  and  in  Salmon  all  the  herbarists 
have  been  faithfully  gleaned,  and  the  omnium  gatherum  again  aug- 
mented by  Salmon's  plus.  In  all  these  appropriations  there  is  a 
supreme  indifference  to  the  meum  and  tuum,  which  seems  to  be 
characteristic  of  even  modern  writers  ort  'New  Remedies.' 

But  these  men  whom  we  have  just  mentioned  were  not  mere- 
ly what  Fuchs  calls  ^vulgus  herbariorum?  they  were  at  once  bo- 
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tanists  and  herbalists — assiduous  book-makers,  indeed,  but  at  the 
same  time  men  of  the  broadest  scientific  culture  then  possible,  and 
most  of  them  ardent  students  of  Nature.  Peace  to  them,  and  the 
blessing  that  follows  all  honest  work! 

And  now  we  must  add  the  name  of  Millspaugh  to  this  worthy 
list,  and  we  do  it  with  all  the  more  pleasure  in  that  Homoeopathy 
now  makes  her  contribution  to  this  venerable  department  of  Med- 
ical Science  and  Literature.  This  fact  should  lead  us  to  lend  our 
support  to  the  author's  undertaking.  One  of  the  saddest  chapters  in 
the  Calamities  of  Authors  relates  to  the  publication  of  Sir  John 
HHPs  Vegetable  Kingdom — thj  poor  author  put  it  forth  in  sump- 
tuous style,  and  was  made  a  beggar! 

The  earnest  deed  well  done  lays  a  responsibility  on  all  of  us; 
may  we  recognize  our  duty  in  regard  to  this  and  every  other  good 
work. 

S.  A.  Jones. 

Ann  Arbor,  Aug.  5th,  1882. 

NORTH  AMERICAN  RE  VIE  W. 

In  the  July  number  the  leading  article  is  a  profound  and  sym- 
pathetic study  of  "Emerson  as  a  Poet,"  by  Edwin  P.  Whipple. 
The  author  has  scarcely  a  word  to  say  about  forms  and  modes  of 
expression,  and  cheerfully  concedes  that  Emerson  had  command 
only  of  two  or  three  metres;  but  he  brings  all  the  resources  of  his 
critical"  acumen  to  prove  that  as  a  seer,  as  one  who  has  intuition  of 
the  deeper  truths  of  nature  and  the  moral  universe,  in  short,  as  a 
poet  in  the  highest  sense  of  the  word,  Emerson  must  take  rank 
with  the  greatest  geniuses  of  the  time.  Desire  Charney  contributes 
the  eleventh  article  in  the  series  on  "The  Ruins  of  Central  Ameri- 
ca." Francis  Marion  Crawford,  son  of  the  eminent  American 
sculptor,  writes  of  "False  Taste  in  Art."  The  Review  is  for  sale 
by  booksellers  and  newsdealers  generally. 

THE    WILDERNESS  CURE,  by  Marc   Cook,  Author  of 
"Camp  Lon."    New  York:     Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  1881. 

The  "Camp  Lon"  articles  in  Harper's  Magazine,  May,  1881, 
called  forth  such  a  multitude  of  enquires  that  the  author  found  it 
necessary  to  write  this  book,  which  will  be  found  very  interesting, 
and  giving  all  the  information  necessary  for  invalids  in  relation  to 
camp  life. 
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C.  S  MORLEY,  M.  D.,  PONTIAC,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 


PHYSICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  GENITALIA  OF 

WOMEN. 


BY   M.   M.   EATOH,  M.  D* 

President  City  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Cincinnati. 


The  profession  is  to-day  divided  regarding  the  necessity  for  the 
physical  examination  of  the  genitalia  of  women.  Some,  from  hav- 
ing observed  the  abuse  of  these  examinations  by  physicians  who 
are  a  disgrace  to  the  profession,  have  decided  that  they  believe 
these  examinations  quite  unnecessary  in  any  instance,  and  a  few 
have  gone  so  far  as  to  ridicule  and  stigmatize  all  those  physicians 
who  make  a  specialty  of  the  "diseases  of  women."  Some  of  this 
class  of  physicians  have  said  "all  gynaecological  instruments  should 
be  consigned  to  the  old  iron  barrel."  These  gentlemen  claim  to 
diagnose  and  treat  all  the  diseases  peculiar  to  women  on  a  diagnosis 
made  from  the  character  and  quantity  of  the  vaginal  discharge  as 
described  by  the  patients  themselves.  One  of  these  gentlemen  was 
asked  in  debate  in  the  Western  Academy  of  Homoeopathy  in  St. 
Louis,  in  1879,  if  he  had  ever  treated  a  case  of  endometritis,  and  he 
promptly  and  emphatically  answered  No. 

We  can  draw  our  own  conclusions  from  this  confession. 

There  is,  unfortunately,  a  class  of  ignorant  or  sensual  physi- 
cians who  have  abused  their  position  in  seeking  to  make,  and  in 
making,  physical  examinations  of  their  female  patient's  genitalia 
upon  every  slight  pretext,  and  repeating  them  without  reason, — 
would  that  I  could  stop  here;  but  I  am  compelled  in  this  connection 
to  say,  that  doubtless  the  local  applications  made  to  the  uterus  by 
these  practitioners  have,  in  very  many  instances,  been  exceedingly 
injurious. 

The  result  of  the  practice  of  both  of  these  classes  of  physi- 
cians has  been  that  in  the  large  majority  of  cases  little  good  has 
seemed  to  result,  and  consequently  the  whole  profession  has  been 
censured  on  account  of  these  failures.  Nor  is  this  all  the  harm  that 
has  resulted.    These  women  neglected  or  abusively  treated,  have 
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gone  on  suffering;  or  filled  untimely  graves.  There  is,  also,  a  large 
class  of  well-meaning  physicians,  who  simply  err  in  attempting  to 
treat  diseases  which  they  do  not  understand,  when  they  attempt  to 
cure  the  great  majority  of  special  female  ailments.  They  make  a 
digital  examination  fer  vaginam,  and  know  not  what  they  feel. 
They  use  the  vaginal  speculum  and  know  not  what  they  see.  Their 
error  results,  1  think,  from  pride,  in  being  unwilling  to  admit  they 
do  not  understand  female  diseases,  tor  fear  of  a  loss  of  confidence 
by  their  patrons,  and  in  a  hope  that  they  may  be  able  to  do  all  that 
is  demanded ;  but,  being  unable  to  diagnose  correctly,  their  treat- 
ment is,  of  course,  far  from  correct. 

I  believe  there  are  very  few  physicians  who,  in  their  early  ex- 
perience, have  an  opportunity  to  become  familiar  with  the  diseases 
of  women,  and  hence  upon  those  who  have  this  opportunity  should 
rest  the  burden  of  the  treatment  of  these  cases.  I  am  of  the  opin- 
ion that  thoroughly  educated  and  experienced,  as  well  as  conscien- 
tious, specialists  are  more  demanded  in  this  department  of  medicine 
than  in  any  other. 

First,  because  these  diseases  are  more  prevalent  than  are  any 
other  class. 

Secondly,  because  the  diseases  of  the  generative  organs  exert 
through  sympathy  a  greater  affect  upon  other  parts  of  the  body, 
and  because  these  diseases  often  cause  serious  impairment  of  the 
functions  of  digestion  and  assimilation,  to  say  nothing  of  the  men- 
tal and  nervous  effects  through  sympathetic  action. 

Thirdly,  because  the  supply  is  not  equal  to  the  demand,  largely 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  the  young  physician's  becoming  profi- 
cient in  the  diagnosis  of  these  ailments,  and  the  distrust  of  the  pro- 
fession and  people  of  those  professing  to  have  special  knowledge 
and  skill  in  this  department;  as  nearly  all  the  members  of  the  pro- 
fession imagine  they  understand  these  things,  and  will  not  admit 
special  knowledge  or  skill  in  any  one  unless  forced  to  do  so  by 
reason  of  his  success  and  general  acclaim  which  makes  resistance 
useless.  Here  skilled  educated  women  are  greatly  needed.  Dur- 
ing student  days  the  physician  has  many  opportunities  of  becoming 
familiar  with  diseases  in  other  departments,  while  in  this  he  has  but 
few  or  none  at  all.  Who  would  attempt  to  operate  upon  the  eye 
if  he  had  not  often  seen  the  operation  performed,  and  assisted  in  its 
performance?  In  the  eye  clinics  he  may  see  fifty  cases  in  a  week, 
in  gynaecology  possibly  two  or  three  and  more  probably  none  at  all. 
In  surgery  his  opportunities  are  also  great,  as  they  are  also  in  dis- 
eases of  the  chest  and  in  general  medicine. 

Fourthly,  skilled  gynaecologists  are  needed,  because  the  gen- 
erative organs  are  too  delicate  and  too  important  in  the  organism  to 
allow  of  ignorant,  bungling  examinations;  or  careless  or  rough 
treatment. 
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Fifthly,  because  even  those  of  many  years  experience  in  this 
department  have  been  known  to  make  sad  blunders,  and  sometimes 
find  it  difficult  to  diagnose  a  retroflexion  of  the  uterus  from  a  cir- 
cumscribed cellulitis  in  the  posterior  part  of  the  pelvis — «a  chronical- 
ly inverted  uterus  from  a  fibrous  uterine  polypus,  &c,  &c,  &c.  I 
do  not  say  these  mistakes  are  excusable ;  but  I  do  say,  they  have  been 
made,  and  I  might  occupy  much  time  in  relating  very  many  other 
mistakes  in  this  department  very  liable  to  occur  in  the  practice  of 
those  not  especially  conversant  with  these  diseases.  But  as  I  think 
no  one  will  deny  this  assertion,  I  forbear. 

Sixthly,  another  reason  for  the  skilled  gynaecologist's  services 
lies  in  the  fact  that  much  unnecessary  pain  is  caused  by  unskillful 
examinations,  and  the  examination  is  made  in  a  more  immodest 
manner  than  is  required,  thereby  shocking  the  modesty  of  the  pa- 
tient and  friends,  as  well  as  doing  discredit  to  the  profession.  One 
word  regarding  those  who  deem  the  examination  of  the  genitalia  of 
women  quite  unnecessary,  and  I  will  close  this  department  of  my 
paper.  I  will  say  to  them,  that  I  think  there  is  no  department  of 
medicine  in  which  physical  examination  is  more  imperatively  de- 
manded. Still  their  practice  is  more  commendable  than  is  that  of 
those  who  examine  ignorantly,  clumsily,  frequently  and  eternally. 
Remedies  given  in  accord  with  the  homoeopathic  indications,  gener- 
ally noted  in  other  diseases,  are  adequate  to  cure  some  cases,  yes, 
many  cases,  and  the  gynaecologist  should  have  the  skill  to  discrim- 
inate, and  prescribe  for  these  cases  without  a  physical  examination. 
He  should  know  as  well  when  no  physical  examination  is  required 
as  when  one  is  imperatively  demanded. 

The  physician  must  judge  of  the  necessity  for  a  physical  ex- 
amination of  the  genitalia  of  a  female  patient  by  her  recital  of  her 
own  case;  or  the  information  gained  from  her  friends,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  general  appearance  of  the  patient  and  the  general 
examination  common  in  all  cases.  It  would  take  the  space  of  a 
book  to  write  out  all  the  peculiar  symptoms  which  may  cause  the 
experienced,  educated,  conscientious  physician  to  feel  that  a  physi- 
cal examination  is  demanded  in  this  class  of  cases;  but  a  few  hints 
may  be  of  service  and  of  interest  to  some  of  the  profession. 

First,  in  cases  of  severe  hemorrhage  from  the  genital  organs, 
especially  if  it  has  been  of  long  duration  or  of  frequent  occurrence. 
In  cases  where  a  tumor  or  enlargement  is  felt  by  the  patient  in  the 
vagina,  or  about  the  genital  organs.  In  some  chronic  cases  of 
amenorrhoea;  in  some  cases  of  dysmenorrhoea,  where  this  condition 
is  accompanied  with  bearing  down  pains  in  the  pelvis,  in  the  inter- 
val of  menstruation,  and  there  is  backache,  headache,  disordered 
vision,  derangement  of  digestion,  constipation,  etc. 

Where  there  is  strangury,  or  retention  of  urine,  together  with 
several  symptoms  just  enumerated.    Cases  of  leucorrhoea  of  long 
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standing,  which  resist  the  action  of  the  properly  selected  homoeo- 
pathic remedies,  enlargements  of  the  lower  abdomen,  when  men- 
struation continues,  if  there  is  flooding  frequently  recurring,  and  in 
some  cases  where  the  attack  is  recent  and  the  symptoms  grave  and 
urgent.  Where  a  continuous  small  discharge  of  blood  per  vagi- 
nam  is  continued  in  spite  of  the  use  of  homoeopathic  indicated  rem- 
edies. In  some  cases  of  sterility,  where  there  are  some  other  symp- 
toms pointing  to  uterine  or  ovarian  disease,  and  in  cases  where  the 
symptoms  indicate  disease  or  displacements  of  the  uterine  organs  or 
the  organ  itself,  as  well  as  in  some  cases  of  vaginismus,  prolapsus, 
uteri,  &c,  &c,  and  in  cases  ot  lacerated  perineum,  imperforate 
hymen  and  atresia  of  the  cervix  uteri,  careful,  skillful  examination 
and  treatment  is  demanded,  and  none  are  so  difficult  as  those  which 
manifest  remote  sympathetic  symptoms,  and  few  that  are  direct  and 
local  in  the  parts  themselves.  Those  cases  which  do  not  require  a 
physical  examination  of  the  parts  are  very  numerous,  and  I  will  on- 
ly mention  a  few.  They  are  acute  attacks  of  vaginitis,  metritis  or 
ovaritis,  recent  attacks  of  leucorrhoea.  Cases  where  these  is  bear- 
ing down  pain  with  symptoms  indicating  slight  inflammatory  at- 
tacks in  the  pelvis,  enlargements  of  the  abdomen  which  go  and 
come,  and  which  percussion  exterior  to  clothing,  will  indicate  to  be 
tympanitis,  generally  due  to  imperfect  digestion,  and  causing  oftimes 
an  array  of  symptome  leading  the  thoughtless  to  Imagines  uterine 
or  ovarian  disease.  (This  condition  may,  however,  have  its  prime 
origin  in  the  displaced  or  inflamed  internal  genitalia  of  women,  and 
may  require  physical  examination  of  these  organs  in  chronic  cases. 

Cases  of  amenorrhoea,  dysmenorrhoea,  or  menorrhagia  in  young 
girls;  or  recent  attacks  in  the  married  a«  a  rule  require  no  vaginal 
examination.  Homoeopathic  remedies  given  according  to  their 
pathogenesis,  are  usually  adequate  for  the  relief  of  these  recent 
cases,  without  resort  to  an  examination  fer  vaginam;  in  fact  a  re- 
sort to  physical  examination  in  these  cases  would  be  reprehensi- 
ble. 

In  case  a  physical  examination  is  demanded,  how  should  the 
physician  proceed. 

Upon  this  topic  I  would  remain  silent,  did  I  not  desire  to  elicit 
discussion  upon  one  point,  about  which  there  is  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion, I  refer  especially  to  the  position  of  the  patient  while  the  physi- 
cian is  making  a  specular  examination.  We  will  agree  doubtless, 
that  the  uterine  sound  is  a  useful  instrument  in  the  diagnosis  of  fe- 
male diseases,  but  not  to  be  used  in  cases  of  suspected  pregnancy. 
We  will  agree  that  the  patient  should  not  be  exposed  more  than 
necessity  requires.  We  will  agree  that  we  are  always  to  proceed 
with  gentleness.  We  will  agree  that  it  is  well  to  first  make  a  digi- 
tal  examination  to  discover  the  condition  of  the  vagina  and  the  size 
and  situation  of  the  cerviv  uteri.    We  will  agree,  that  bimanual  ex- 


Digitized  by  Google 


328  American-  observer.  [July 

amination  is  of  great  use  in  some  instances,  and  that  the  stee  of  the 
abdomen  is  to  be  noted  as  well  as  the  history  of  the  case,  before 
proceeding  to  make  an  examination.  We  will  agree  that  much  may 
be  learned  in  some  cases  by  an  examination  made  while  the  patient 
is  standing.  We  will  agree,  that  in  some  cases  this  is  all  the  exam- 
ination which  is  required. 

We  will  agree,  that  the  physician's  assistant  or  a  friend  should 
be  present  at  the  examination.  We  will  agree,  that  the  use  of  an 
anaesthetic  is  in  some  cases  demanded,  especially  in  cases  of  vaginis- 
mus, and  extreme  rigidity  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  and  in  some 
cases  of  hyperesthesia;  and  still  in  those  demanding  a  vaginal  ex- 
amination with  the  speculum  we  may  widely  differ  regarding  the 
position  of  the  patient.  I  would  in  all  cases  of  mere  examination 
place  the  patient  on  her  back  and  in  most  cases  use  a  bivalve  specu- 
lum, using  a  very  high  reclining  chair.  In  some  operations  I  pre- 
fer the  position  on  the  side,  and  a  Sims'  speculum;  but  for  ordinary 
examinations,  I  deem  a  side  position  on  a  table  more  embarrassing 
to  the  patient,  and  but  little  if  any  more  convenient  for  the  phvsi- 
cian,  in  fact  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  shock  to  the  sensibilities  is 
such,  in  some  women,  from  the  use  of  the  table  and  side  position, 
that  great  evil  results  and  I  am  further  of  the  opinion  that  as  good 
an  idea  cannot  be  obtained  by  the  physician  regarding  the  condition 
of  the  female  genitalia  in  this  position  as  when  the  patient  is  relin- 
ing  upon  the  back.  I  might  mention  instances  which  I  think  clear- 
ly prove  this  assertion,  not  in  regard  to  myself,  but  others  of  ac- 
knowledged ability. 

In  this  connection  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  say  that  I  think  that 
the  use  of  the  speculum  has  been  very  greatly  abused.  It  is  only 
a  small  proportion  of  the  cases  of  the  diseases  of  women  (even  of 
those  calling  for  a  physical  examination  of  the  genital  organs) 
where  the  vaginal  speculum  is  required.  I  think  not  one  case  in 
five.  Taking  into  account  the  number  where  no  physical  examina- 
tion is  demanded  in  this  connection,  and  we  see  the  extremely  small 
percentage  ever  requiring  its  use. 

It  is,  I  believe,  the  abuse  of  the  use  of  the  vaginal  speculum 
which  lias  done  so  much  to  disgrace  the  name  gynaecology. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1882]  A.MERICAN  OBSERVER. 


PROF.  H.  F.    BIGGAR,  A.  B.,  M.  D.,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO,  EDITOR. 


TRAUMATISM* 


Arnica. — Indicated  when  there  is  a  contused  condition  rather 
than  a  wound,  when  the  affected  parts  are  brown  or  bluish,  or  when 
the  wound  is  only  through  the  integument  and  can  be  entirely 
closed. 

Arnica,  employed  during  operations,  acts  not  only  as  a  hem- 
ostatic but  also  prevents  inflammation  and  predisposes  the  parts  to 
reunion.  It  not  only  arrests  the  exudation  of  the  leucocytes,  the 
inflammation  of  the  wounded  parts  and  consequently  suppuration, 
but  the  intercellular  fluid  dries  as  it  is  poured  out  by  the  blood  ves- 
sels and  lymphatics, and  inconsequence  the  inflammatory  swelling  is 
lowered  within  a  few  hours;  then  the  wounded  parts  become  firm- 
er, the  edges  agglutinate  very  rapidly  when  they  are  brought  to- 
gether, and  even  when  the  opposing  edges  are  not  in  apposition  there 
is  still  a  tendency  on  their  own  part  to  come  together,  while  the  loss 
of  substance  is  supplied  without  suppuration  or  excess  of  granula- 
tions. On  this  account  the  primary  inflammation  cannot  spread; 
now  where  there  is  no  inflammation,  there  is  no  fever,  or,  rather, 
where  there  is  no  fluid  there  is  no  pus,  there  is  no  absorption  ot 
noxious  substances,  and  diphtheria  and  septicemia  are  avoided. 

In  sprains,  sudden  straining  of  tendons  and  articular  ligaments, 
and  violent  muscular  contractions  (also  Rhux  tox.) 

Dr.  Bojanus  says :  After  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  we  are  in 
the  habit  of  using  Arnica  internally,  our  experience  having  shown 
that  since  renouncing  the  external  use  of  this  remedy,  traumatic  ery- 
sipelas has  been  less  frequent;  this  experience  is  the  same  in  other 
operations. 

Better  effects  can  undoubtedly  be  obtained  by  freely  diluting 
the  drug,  since  its  external  use  has  produced  in  some  persons— who 

*Excerpts  from  Recherehes  et  Considerations  sur  lc-  Traitement  Homwo- 
pathique  du  Traumatisms  par  Dr.  H.  Bernard,  of  Mons. 
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were  probably  unusually  susceptible — an  erysipelatous  condition. 

Dr.  B.  also  calls  attention,  by  means  of  clinical  cases,  to  the  ef- 
ficacy of  Arnica  in  acute,  and  also  to  those  chronic  conditions  so  of- 
ten due  to  violent  mechanical  injuries  or  blows. 

Rhus  tox.— Its  field  of  action  is  in  traumatic  affections  of 
those  organs  which  are  but  slightly  vascular,  where  it  reanimates 
the  local  vitality.  In  sugillations,  chronic  extravasations,  especially 
in  affections  of  the  articulations  and  synovial  membranes,  in  the  af- 
ter effects  of  external  lesions,  as  well  as  in  wounds  of  long  stand- 
ing; especially  after  the  unsuccessful  use  of  Arnica. 

If  Arnica  is  preferable  for  those  conditions  due  to  shocks,  blows 
and  contusions,  and  where  the  parts  are  in  a  passive  state,  Rhus,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  of  greater  service  in  the  active  and  passive  con- 
sequences of  movements,  such  as  distension  of  the  membranous  tis- 
sues, especially  the  articular  ligaments. 

Dr.  Goullon  savs:    If  Arnica  is  suitable  for  contusions  and 

Causticum  (with  me  at  least),  for  burns,  Rhus  is  of  service  in  sprains, 
straining  of  tendons  and  ligaments,  and  especially  in  contractions  and 

excessive  effects  of  isolated  muscles. 

When  in  consequence  of  having  lifted  heavy  weights,  the  dor- 
sal and  cervical  muscles  and  the  vertebral  column  are  aftected,  and 
headache,  pains  in  the  back  or  gastric  ailments  are  present. 

It  is  also  of  service  in  wounds  when  the  redness  extends  in 

rays  along  the  wounded  limb,  indicating  an  inflammation  of  the 

lymphatic  vessels. 

Calendula. — Preferable  to  Arnica  in  lacerated  or  articular 

wounds,  especially  when  there  is  a  constitutional  tendency  to  ery- 
sipelas. It  is  effective  against  haemorrhages  (although  in  a  less  de- 
gree than  Ham.)  and  relieve-;  the  severest  pains  arising  as  complica- 
tions. 

In  lacerate;!  w.)un  Is  due  to  a  sudden  wrenching  or  twisting, 
when  the  wound  is  wide  open  and  deep,  not  allowing  union  by 
first  intention,  every  movement,  even  after  the  dressing,  being  very 
painful,  when  there  are  loose  cutaneous  or  subcutaneous  shreds,  and 
when  the  wound  is  irregular  and  jagged. 

It  acts  best  in  sanguineous  suffusions,  serous  infiltrations  of  the 
cellular  tissue  with  deep  wounds,  and  is  one  of  the  best  means  to 
abridge  suppuration,  and  especially  the  fever,  always  serious,  which 
accompanies  suppuration  the  result  of  amputation. 
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Dr.  Yeldham  prefers  this  remedy  to  Arnica  which  sometimes 
gives  rise  to  light  inflammations,  differing  thus  from  Calendula. 
He  also  relates  cases  of  penetrating  wounds  into  the  articulations, 
with  free  escape  of  the  synovial  fluid,  treated  successfully  with  this 
remedy. 

Calendula  ought  to  be  employed  with  confidence  in  incised 
wounds  or  those  arising  from  torsion;  all  the  constitutional  symp- 
toms of  chill,  fever,  cephalalgia,  etc.,  the  result  of  mechanical 
lesions  are  promptly  relieved  or  removed  by  this  remedy.  It  is  use- 
ful after  the  majority  of  surgical  operations,  in  order  to  hasten  the 
production  of  healthy  granulations  and  restrain  or  prevent  gang- 
rene. It  is  of  service  in  wounds  where  there  is  great  loss  of 
substance.  Does  it  act  here  in  a  local  or  general  manner?  It 
determines  a  local  hyperesthesia  and  a  general  disturbance  of  the 
system.  This  hyperesthesia  aids  in  the  afflux  of  blood,  in  the  es- 
cape of  fibrine,  the  rapidity  of  union  and  the  reparation  of  lost 
parts.  It  also  produces  hypertrophy  of  the  glands.  It  seems  to 
stimulate  the  proliferation  of  the  white  globules,  increases  the 
quantity  of  fibrine  and  its  transformation  into  connective  tissue. 
It  is  especially  of  service  in  open  wounds,  with  a  great  deal  of 
sugillation,  and  violent  chill  (see  Ledum)  after  the  traumatism. 

For  the  mechanical  excoriations  produced  upon  the  prepuce 
by  coition;  also  in  ruptures  of  the  perineum  during  labor. 

As  a  topical  agent,  it  is  the  best  prophylactic  against  all  the 
possible  consequences  of  surgical  operations  practiced  upon  the 
genital  organs  of  the  female. 

Hypericum. — For  punctured  or  incised  wounds  or  those  aris- 
ing from  contusion  or  violence,  when  the  pains  are  unusually 
severe  and  last  a  long  time,  extending  from  the  seat  of  the  wound 
along  the  affected  limb.  In  children  where  the  traumatism  is  com- 
plicated with  convulsions. 

Hypericum  is  to  wounds  of  the  spinal  cord  and  nervous  sys- 
tem what  Arnica  is  to  the  wounds  of  the  muscular  system.  The 
prostration  following  haemorrhages,  the  vertigo,  the  fainting  and 
nervous  depression  following  wounds,  are  the  sphere  of  action  for 
this  remedy. 

For  the  traumatic  fever  occasioned  by  the  laceration  of  nerves 
and  as  a  preventive  of  tetanus.    It  preserves  the  vitality  of  lacerated 
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tissues.  It  holds  the  same  place  in  laceration  of  the  tissues  tha* 
Arnica  does  in  contusions. 

For  cerehral  and  spinal  concussion. 

In  lesions  of  the  gums  or  alveoli,  especially  when  the  nerve 
pulp  has  been  injured. 

Hypericum  holds  a  place  between  Silicea  and  Arnica.  In  gen- 
eral terms  I  would  say  that  Hypericum  is  to  excentric  wounds  of 
the  nervous  system  what  Silicea  is  to  concentric  wounds;  for  the 
nervous  troubles  of  osseous  cavities  (brain  and  spinal  cord),  Silicea; 
for  the  troubles  of  the  nerve  trunks,  Hypericum. 

Conium  mac. — When,  in  consequence  of  a  contusion,  the  cel- 
lular tissue  remains  thickened  and  indurated,  especially  if  some 
gland  participates  in  the  disease ;  also  with  a  sensation  of  numbness. 

In  traumatic  cataracts. 

For  the  twisting  and  stretching  of  membranous  and  tendinous 
tissues,  the  results  of  blows,  falls  or  other  external  lesions. 

Conium  can  be  considered  as  in  some  degree  a  typical  remedy 
for  scrofula.  The  coexistence  of  this  cachexia  would  furnish  then 
a  still  stronger  indication  for  its  employment  in  traumatic  lesions  and 
their  near  or  more  remote  consequences. 

Sulfuric  acid. — Merat  and  Delens  recommend  mixtures  with 
Sulf.  ac.  as  a  base,  as  resolvants  in  cases  of  sugillations  and  con- 
tusion, in  order  to  arrest  slight  haemorrhages,  calm  certain  nervous 
pains,  etc. 

Pains  increase  gradually  and  then  cease  suddenly,  in  different 
parts  of  the  body  and  seem  to  proceed  from  the  pressure  of  an 
instrument.  Small  bluish  spots  on  the  forearm  as  if  from  extravasated 
blood.    Reddish  spots  on  the  tibia  with  itching. 

For  ecchymoses  the  best  remedy  is  Arnica  (inter,  and  exter.); 
in  grave  cases,  however,  Sulf.  acid. 

I  have  obtained  better  advantages  from  Sulf.  ac.  in  excoriated 
surfaces  than  from  diluted  Arnica,  notably  in  a  case  where  all  the 
fibrous  portions  of  the  thigh  presented  an  irregular,  rough  ulcerated 
aspect,  and  suppuration  seemed  to  threaten.  In  two  cases  of  severe 
contusions  where  gangrene  had  already  invaded  the  soft  parts,  and 
was  accompanied  by  marked  sugillations,  blisters  and  dull  pains, 
Arnica  did  not  ameliorate,  while  Sulf.  ac.  internally  and  externally, 
using  in  the  beginning  fomentations  of  aq.  frig.,  oz.  vi.,  Sulf.  ac.  con- 
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cent.,  gtts.  vi.,  gave  prompt  relief.  Later  I  bathed  the  parts  with 
the  same  solution.  Experience  has  convinced  me  that  fomenta- 
tions are  always  harmful  if  continued  beyond  a  few  hours.  In  one 
patient  where  there  was  contusion  in  different  parts  of  the  body, 
but  differing  in  degree,  the  lightest  were  treated  with  fomentations 
and  were  the  slowest  in  healing. 

The  indications  for  Arnica  in  pleurisy  from  mechanical  causes 
is  too  general  to  exclude  the  use  of  other  remedies.  In  obstinate 
traumatic  pleurisies  Sulf.  ac.  is  a  remedy  to  be  considered. 

Symphytum  off. — This  remedy  seems  to  favor  bony  union 
in  cases  of  fractures,  and  has  been  employed  in  cases  of  contusions. 
(6ee  Ruta.    Also  Observer  for  Aug.  1880). 

Ruta  grav. — In  contusions  extending  even  to  the  bones,  es- 
pecially if  the  force  has  been  violent  and  if  the  pains  seem  to  be 
seated  principally  in  the  interior  of  the  bone.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  pain  is  external,  so  that  the  tissues  seem  very  sensitive  to 
pressure,  and  the  skin  has  an  erysipelatous  appearance,  then  Sym- 
phytum is  a  better  remedy.  This  latter  remedy  is  also  of  service 
in  the  lighter  cases  when  Ruta  has  not  given  any  relief. 

The  pathogenesis  of  Ruta  presents  in  many  ways,  an  obscure 
picture  of  the  effects  of  Bellad.,  and  its  salutory  effects  are  shown 
in  those  diseases  where  the  totality  of  thm  symptoms  seemed  at  first 
to  suggest  this  remedy.  Thus  we  have  seen  some  forms  of  oph- 
thalmia or  rather  amaurotic  amblyopia,  with  slight  injection  of 
the  sclerotica?,  jerkings  of  the  eyes,  etc.,  in  consequence  of  strain- 
ing the  eyes  by  fine  work  or  reading  by  artificial  light,  disappear 
rapidly  under  the  use  of  Ruta.  It  is  often  of  service,  when  Ar- 
nica has  exhausted  its  effects,  in  the  pains  consecutive  to  old  traum- 
atic lesions  and,  which  have  a  tendency  to  assume  a  periodicity. 

In  sprains  of  the  wrists  and  ankles;  in  the  pains  arising  from 
contusion  of  the  bones,  articulations  and  cartilages,  and  which  are 
aggravated  by  repose,  against  the  bites  of  dogs;  in  coccyodynia  in 
females,  the  results  of  injuries  during  labor  or  from  any  other  cause. 
It  also  hastens  the  consolidation  of  fractures  when  they  are  slow 
in  healing. 

A  case  of  delayed  non-union  in  a  fracture  in  a  cachectic  pa- 
tient was  benefited  by  this  drug. 

Ruta  has  an  elective  affinity  for  the  articulation  which  are  to 
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numerous  in  the  hands  and  feet;  it  is  especially  serviceable  in  sprains 
of  these  joints. 

It  has  been  used  with  advantage  in  a  case  of  fracture  of  the 
femur  in  a  scrofulous  subject. 

Staphisagria. — If  the  wound  is  clean  and  deep,  produced  by 
a  knife,  piece  of  glass,  or  the  result  of  a  surgical  procedure;  also  in 
recent  wounds. 

Externally  as  a  detersive  vulnerary  in  order  to  remove  the 
overhanging  edges  of  old  ulcers. 

Used  after  an  operation  for  phimosis,  there  was  very  little  pain, 
but  slight  haemorrhage,  and  at  the  end  of  eight  days  the  wound 
had  cicatrized. 

Ledum  palustre. — This  remedy,  whose  sphere  of  action  is 
closely  allied  to  that  of  Arnica,  seems  to  act  especially  upon  the 
capillary  network  in  that  part  of  the  body  which  is  wanting  in  cel- 
lular tissue,  and  which  usually  presents  a  resisting  and  dry  texture, 
such  as  the  fingers  and  toes.  Hence  it  acts  better  on  the  smaller  ar- 
ticulations than  the  larger  (seeRuta).  Superior  to  Arnica  in  traum- 
atic whitlow  in  sanguine  subjects. 

Ledum  is  to  wounds  of  sticking  or  pricking  instruments,  as 
well  as  stings  of  insects,  what  Arnica  is  to  contusions. 

An  intense  cold  stage  often  accompanies  the  traumatic  condi- 
tion (see  Calendula). 

It  has  been  used  in  ecchymotic  contusions,  and  by  Noack  con- 
sidered to  have  an  elective  affinity  for  the  hip-joint. 

resume. 

Arnica  in  chronic  affections  when  the  point  of  departure  is 
from  contusions;  also  in  contused  wounds,  the  major  operations  of 
surgery  or  the  puerperal  state. 

Rhus  in  traumatic  lesions  attacking  the  cellular,  fibrous,  or  ar- 
ticular tissues. 

Calendula  for  contused,  deep,  irregular  or  lacerated  wounds 
with  or  without  haemorrhages. 

Hypericum  for  chronic  injuries  of  the  peripheric  nerve-trunks 
or  even  of  the  cerebro-spinal  centre,  in  which  Silicea  may  some- 
times dispute  the  preference. 

Conium  in  chronic  affections  of  the  glands  with  a  traumatic 
origin. 

Symphytum  and  Ruta  in  remote  consequences  of  mechanical 
lesions  of  bones  (Ruta  for  the  deeper,  Symphytum  for  the  superficial. 

Ledum  when  the  initial  wound  is  a  prick,  and  Staphisagria  if 
it  is  a  cut. 

T.  M.  S. 
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CALENDULA  OFFICINALIS. 


BY   DR.  BERNARD. 


Translated  from  the  "Revue  Homoeopathic  Beige"  by  Roswell  D. 
Valentine,  .)/.  Z>.,  of  Canton,  III.  St.  Louis  Clinical  Review. 


The  physicians  of  antiquity  were  already  acquainted  with  the 
vulnerary  properties  of  the  flowers  of  the  marigold.  They  es- 
teemed above  all  as  an  excellent  remedy  against  excoriations  of  the 
nipples,  an  ointment  of  fresh  Calendula. 

Dr.  Schneider,  of  Fulda,  became  acquainted  with  the  juice  of 
Calendula  by  an  accident,  and  had  occasion  to  appreciate  its  hemo- 
static and  vulnerary  virtues.  Having  fallen  from  his  carriage,  he 
received  a  considerable  wound  upon  the  tibia;  the  skin  was  lacera- 
ted, and  the  bone  itself  depressed.  Immediately  on  his  return  home 
he  poured  upon  the  wound  some  extract  of  Calendula,  the  sharp- 
ness of  which  caused  a  little  smarting,  and  applied  over  the  wound 
a  bandage  three  fingers  in  width,  and  drank  some  of  the  same  liquor. 
The  pain  ceased  instantly.  At  the  end  of  three  days  he  removed 
the  bandage.  The  wound  was  closed,  and  a  second  bandage  pre- 
pared in  the  same  manner  finished  the  cure. 

M.  Flugge  has  obtained  from  this  remedy  innumerable  cures. 
He  was  so  convinced  of  its  efficacy,  and  of  the  promptitude  of  its 
curative  effects,  that  one  day,  in  order  to  give  a  proof  of  it  to  some 
persons  who  disputed  it,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  make  with  a  deep 
wound  on  his  hand. 

He  poured  into  the  wound  some  of  the  extract  and  applied  a 
bandage.  The  next  day  he  showed  to  his  adversaries  his  hand  per- 
fectly cured. 

A  carpenter  having  cut  his  foot  half  off  by  the  blow  of  an  ax, 
M.  Flugge  had  recourse  to  his  remedy.  The  bleeding  ceased,  and, 
after  having  closed  the  wound,  he  applied  upon  it  compresses  satu- 
rated with  the  extract.  After  the  next  day  the  patient  was  able 
to  return  to  his  work,  and  at  the  end  of  six  days  he  was  perfectly 
cured.* 

This  remedy  has  become  quite  popular  in  Germany,  and  es- 
pecially in  England  and  America. 

The  works  of  Dr.  Thorer  de  Goerlitz  have  not  been  strangers 
to  the  reputation  acquired  by  the  marigold. 

*Revue  Critique  et  Retrospective  de  la  Matiere  Medicate  Homaeofathique.— 
I,  47- 
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Jahr  has  translated  f  the  relation  of  a  very  important  clinical 
fact  due  to  Dr.  Thorer. 

A  young  boy  of  16  year's,  laborer  in  a  manufactory,  was 
caught  up  by  a  wheel  of  the  machinery,  which  wounded  him  in 
the  following  manner.  We  relate  the  details  as  they  were  given 
to  us: 

1st.  Fracture  of  the  left  humerus,  with  splinters  of  bone  pro- 
truding through  the  flesh. 

2d.  At  the  bend  of  the  arm  bleeding,  and  a  penetrating 
wound. 

3d.  Fore-arm  totally  deprived  of  integument. 

4th.  The  detached  hand,  held  only  by  feeble  shreds. 

5th.  The  thigh,  the  leg  of  the  same  side  and  the  face  bore 
marks  of  very  extended  laceration. 

This  poor  boy  was  exhausted  by  the  sudden  loss  of  blood  and 
by  the  pain.  Then  it  had  been  necessary  to  submit  to  the  amputa- 
tion of  the  left  arm,  made  immediately  above  the  place  where  the 
splinters  of  the  humerus  had  protruded. 

I  pass  by  the  other  necessary  surgical  measures  that  I  had  to 
employ,  and  observe  that  the  other  lacerated  parts  were  covered 
with  compresses  of  Calendula  water.  Nothing  more  was  done  ex- 
cept to  continue  these  compresses  till  the  termination  of  the  cure 
which  was  accomplished  the  same  month,  almost  without  any  fever. 
What  was  very  remarkable  was,  that  the  granulations  which  form- 
ed in  the  wounds  were,  in  a  manner,  dry  and  without  suppuration. 
I  was  not  acquainted  with  this  property  of  Calendula^  and  I  did 
not  fail  after  that  to  treat  in  the  same  manner  the  cicatrization  of 
the  stump.  Here  the  progress  of  healing  was  the  same  as  in  the 
other  wounds.  Finally  all  the  wounds  were  filled  up  and  cicatrized 
without  suppuration. 

You  will  find,  says  R.  Hughes,*  the  paper  of  Thorer  transla- 
ted in  the  "Britisn  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,"  Vol.  V.  His  exam- 
ples demonstrate  that  Calendula  possesses  the  most  beneficial  in- 
fluence over  wounds,  favoring  their  cicatrization  with  the  least  sup- 
puration possible.  Since  this  epoch  Calendula  has  always  been 
employed  by  homoeopathic  physicians  for  hastening  the  healing  of 
wounds,  ulcers,  etc.  You  will  find  many  appreciations  of  its  vir- 
tues in  several  papers  by  Dr.  Yeldham  in  the  "Brit.  Jour,  of  Horn." 
and  in  the  "Annals  of  the  Brit.  Horn.  Society." 

Finally,  it  has  been  employed  upon  a  grand  scale  by  our 
American  colleagues  in  the  treatment  of  wounds  produced  during 


\Bulletin  de  V  Art  de  Guerir.—///, 

*  Action  des  Medicaments  Homotopatkiqu*,  Tradmet.  de  Guerin-MemeviUe. 
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the  course  of  their  civil  war,  and  it  has  obtained  their  warmest  ap- 
probation. 

Ruddock  *  considers  Calendula  invaluable  in  the  practice  of 
surgery  and  in  the  art  of  dentistry.  He  believes  it  preferable  to 
Arnica  in  lacerated  or  artieular  wounds,  in  wounds  and  sliced  cuts, 
particularly  when  there  is  constitutional  tendency  to  erysipelas. 
This  remedy  combats  hemorrhages  (although  in  a  less  degree  than 
Hamamelis),  and  allays  the  most  severe  pains  occurring  through 
same  complication. 

Hering  thus  details  its  indications:  Calendula  merits  the  pre- 
ference in  wounds  by  laceration  when  the  wound  is  widely  open 
and  deep,  not  allowing  union  by  first  intention;  all  movement  even, 
after  the  dressing,  being  very  painful,  when  there  are  floating 
shreds,  cutaneous  or  subcutaneous,  and  when  the  wound  is  irregular 
and  here  and  there  sliced.  Also  in  excessive  pain,  when  Hyperi- 
cum is  not  better  indicated  or  has  failed. 

Calendula  officinalis,  says  Noack,  acts  better  in  sanguineous 
effusions,  serous  infiltrations  of  the  cellular  tissues  with  deep 
wounds  and  abundant  suppurations. 

According  to  Dr.  Brentano,  of  Milan  Calendula  officinalis  is 
an  excellent  remedy  against  traumatic  accidents,  wounds,  blows.  It 
seems  the  best  means  for  preventing  suppuration,  particularly  the 
fever  always  so  serious,  which  may  accompany  it  in  consequence  of 
amputations. 

Dr.  Yeldham  seems  to  even  prefer  this  medicine  to  Arnica, 
which  may  sometimes  cause  slight  inflammations,  and  which  does 
not  happen  with  Calendula.  He  cites  marvelous  cures  of  penetra- 
ting wounds  in  the  articulations  with  abundant  flow  of  synovia. 

Dr.  Helmuth,  of  New  York,  extols  the  topical  application  of 
this  remedy  in  suppurations  and  in  wounds. 

Calendula,  say  Dr.  Sorge,  ought  to  be  employed  with  confi- 
dence in  wounds  by  incision  or  laceration;  all  general  symptoms, 
such  as  shiverings,  fever,  cephalalgia,  etc.,  which  are  the  result  of 
mechanical  lesions,  are  promptly  assuaged  and  dissipated  by  this 
remedy.  I  consider  it  as  being  of  the  greatest  utility  after  most 
surgical  operations,  to  hasten  the  production  of  healthy  granula- 
tions, and  to  hinder  or  prevent  gangrene.  It  is  advantageous  in 
wounds  with  great  loss  of  substance.  Docs  it  act  in  a  local  or  gen- 
eral manner?  It  causes  hyperesthesia  (local),  and  a  general  uneasi- 
ness of  the  system.  This  hypenesthesia  assists  in  the  afflux  of 
blood,  in  the  effusion  of  fibrin,  and  in  the  rapidity  of  union  and  the 
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reparation  of  the  loss.  It  produces,  also,  hypertrophy  of  the  glands. 
It  seems  to  us  to  stimulate  the  proliferation  of  white  globules,  aug- 
ment the  quantity  of  fibrin  and  its  transformation  into  connective 
tissue.  Calendula  is  suitable,  above  all,  for  open  wounds,  with 
much  suggellation  and  violent  chill  after  traumatism. 

Dr.  Sorge  was  called  to  treat  a  bad  wound  of  the  eye;  a  curv- 
ed knife  had  opened  the  sclerotic.  The  choroid  and  the  vitreous 
body  having  protruded,  he  expected  atrophy  of  the  globe,  and  gave 
Calendula  internally  and  externally.  By  this  treatment  the  eye 
preserved  its  form  and  the  power  of  recognizing  large  objects. 

According  to  Dr.  Raue,  Calendula  cures  in  a  few  hours  the 
mechanical  excpriations  produced  on  the  prepuce  by  coition.  It 
would  also  be  indicated  in  the  rupture  of  the  perineum  during  con- 
finement. 

Dr.  Pistle  has  published  the  following  observation:  A  child 
swallowed  a  tin  whistle  made  of  two  discs  about  one  inch  in. diame- 
ter. The  foreign  body  was  retained  five  or  six  weeks,  when  there 
appeared  symptoms  of  acute  enteritis;  stools  frequent,  almost  whol- 
ly mucus,  accompanied  with  constant  pain  in  the  abdomen  and  sen- 
sitiveness in  the  right  iliac  region.  I  though  of  Calendula,  and 
found  in  its  pathogenesis  the  corresponding  symptoms.  It  was  pre- 
scribed at  the  2d,  five  drops  in  four  consecutive  doses,  one  teaspoon- 
ful  every  hour.  A  prompt  amelioration  was  manifested  in  the  little 
patient,  who  became  merry  and  began  to  play  as  in  health.  The 
foreign  body  is  still  retained,  but  there  has  been  no  return  of  pain- 
ful  symptoms  for  three  weeks. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  English  homoeopaths,  held  at  Oxford, 
in  1871,  Dr.  Holland  cited  the  following  facts: 

A  man  had  his  hand  so  crushed  between  wheels  that  amputa- 
tion was  contemplated.  Calendula  externally,  and  Aconite  and 
Arnica  internally,  have  restored  his  hand  to  so  good  a  condition 
that  he  can  use  it  very  well,  except  two  fingers  which  have  remain- 
ed stiff. 

A  horse,  in  falling,  received  a  penetrating  wound  in  the  knee, 
and  he  was  about  to  be  killed.  The  introduction  of  a  few  drops  of 
Calendula  into  the  wound  soon  restored  the  animal  to  a  condition 
for  work. 

Dr.  I.  Guerin-Meneville  has  published  *  an  observation  so  in- 
teresting that  we  do  not  know  how  to  resist  the  desire  to  reproduce 
it  entire. 

Fracture  of  the  Skull.— October  30,  1874,  a  child,  M,  aged 
three  years,  living  in  the  Rue  du  Bac,  No.  36,  6th  story,  fell  from 
the  window  into  the  interior  court  of  this  house;  he  was  arrested  at 
the  heighth  of  the  entresol,  by  a  bar  of  iron  extending  from  one 

♦Bulletin  de  la  Societe,  Medical  Homoeopathique  de  France,  XVI,  603. 
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wall  to  the  other;  the  head  only  of  this  child  struck  upon  the  bar, 
and  the  little  fellow  fell  again  without  other  lesion,  upon  a  wire 
screen  which  rested  a  few  feet  below  and  protected  the  windows  of 
a  warehouse. 

Several  physicians  being  called  immediately,  considered  the 
case  desperate  and  contented  themselves  with  applying  compresses 
of  cold  water.    A  hospital  surgeon,  however,  consented  to  examine 
the  child  more  in  detail  and  found  a  compound  fracture  of  the  fron- 
tal bone  on  the  right  side.    There  was  an  enormous  wound,  start- 
ing from  the  orbit  and  dividing  the  brow  in  the  middle,  it  extended 
over  the  forehead  to  the  middle  of  the  skull.    This  wound  was  con- 
tused, with  tearing  away  of  the  skin  upon  both  sides,  extending  far 
enough  to  allow  the  introduction  of  the  little  finger  and  feel  at  one 
place,  on  the  right  side  and  in  the  external  part  of  the  frontal  bone, 
a  depression  with  fragments,  and  on  the  left  side  two  or  three  fis- 
sures of  the  external  table,  but  without  depression.    The  child  had 
not  lost  consciousness,  and  the  surgeon  recommended  simple  com- 
presses of  cold  water,  covering  a  dressing  of  charpie,  with  which 
he  filled  the  wound.    Arrived  a  little  afterward,  I  did  not  disar- 
range the  first  dressing,  but  I  prescribed  immediately  every  two 
hours,  without  interruption,  one  teasponful  of  Arnica  6th,  at  the 
same  time  moistening  constantly  the  dressing  with  water,  to  which 
was  added  Calendula  tincture  in  the  proportion  of  one  teasponful 
to  one  glassful.    Returning  next  day,  the  1st,  I  saw  him  in  com- 
pany with  Dr.  Depres,  hospital  surgeon,  who  took  a  lively  interest 
in  the  little  patient  and  wished  to  continue  to  visit  him  with  me. 
We  found  the  general  condition  satisfactory.    There  had  been  no 
fever  and  he  had  passed  a  good  night.    While  approving  my  pre- 
scription my  confrere  thought  that  the  application  should  be  ice 
water.    Although  this  was  not  my  opinion,  I  thought  it  was  neces- 
sary here  to  give  concession  for  concession.    I  merely  warned  the 
parents  that  the  danger  of  this  extreme  temperature  of  the  water 
was  only  in  the  reaction  which  would  follow  a  negligence  on  their 
part,  and  this  was  sufficient.    From  the  1st  till  the  9th  of  Novem- 
ber I  saw  the  little  patient  every  day,  often  with  my  confrere.  The 
Arnica  and  the  affusion  of  Calendula  water  were  continued.  The 
third  day  I  had  taken  off  the  first  dressing,  which  had  become 
adherent.  He  had  no  hemorrhage,  but  I  found  the  bone  denuded  as  if 
scraped,  in  extent  about  8  centimetres  in  length  and  3  centimetres  in 
width.    The  depression  of  the  fragments  outside  of  the  wound 
was  partly  effaced.    We  decided  it  best  not  to  touch  in  any  manner 
this  wound,  and  until  the  end  the  dressing  consisted  in  the  applica- 
tion, pure  and  simple,  of  a  pledget  of  charfit  upon  a  piece  of  lin- 
•  en  fenestrated  and  spread  with  cerate,  the  whole  covered  with  com- 
presses and  constantly  wet  with  a  mixture  of  water  and  Calendula 
tincture. 
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Matters  thus  progressed  all  the  month  of  November,  during1 
which  the  wounded  child  was  visited  very  often.  Under  the  influ- 
ence of  this  treatment,  so  simple,  the  wound  improved  very  prompt- 
ly. The  integument  adjacent  to  the  wound,  which  was  torn  loose 
and  much  swollen,  subsided  quickly  enough;  the  eye,  which  was 
completely  closed  the  first  days,  soon  was  able  to  open.  Strange- 
ly there  was  no  paralysis  of  the  upper  eyelid.  The  little  patient 
never  had  a  moment  of  fever  or  headache.  We  feared,  naturally, 
for  a  long  time  cerebral  complications  more  or  less  serious,  but  they 
did  not  show  themselves.  The  granulation  of  this  great  wound 
took  place  very  soon,  commencing  at  the  two  extreme  angles.  The 
removal  on  both  sides  of  the  shreds  continued  a  long  time  to  be  per- 
ceptible, and  we  expected  at  every  moment  to  see  issue  from  it  some 
fragments  of  the  frontal  bone,  the  more  so,  as  at  certain  points  we 
could  catch  with  the  nails  some  lamellae  elevated  from  the  external 
table  of  this  bone.  All  the  denuded  portion,  the  dimensions  of 
which  I  have  above  given,  was  of  an  ivory  whiteness,  completely 
deprived  of  periosteum,  and  we  were  not  without  anxiety  as  to  the 
future  fate  of  such  a  large  surface  of  bo  ne  exposed  to  the  contact  ot 
air.  We  feared  to  see  it  entirely  necrose  and  become  eliminated  en 
masse.  But  how  long  first?  None  of  cur  fears  were  realized. 
The  granulations  increased  on  all  sides  of  the  wound  and  covered, 
little  by  little,  this  denudation;  the  osseous  lamella?  that  we  raised 
with  the  nails  kept  diminishing,  and  there  occurred  what  has  been 
called  insensible  exfoliation,  that  is  to  say,  the  osseous  portions 
which  were  being  eliminated,  disappeared  in  granular  dust,  wash- 
ed a*vay  by  the  different  fluids,  proper  and  foreign  to  the  wound. 

From  the  1st  of  December  to  the  16th  of  the  month,  nothing 
occurred  of  particular  note.  We  had  ceased  to  give  Arnica  inter- 
nally; the  child  was  quite  merry,  ate  its  food  as  usual,  and  needed 
cleansing  only  once  a  day  and  to  have  the  dressing  moistened  when- 
ever it  seemed  too  dry;  and  besides,  to  be  watched  carefully  in  his 
violent  plays,  because  two  or  three  times  he  had  run  against  furni- 
ture and  caused  bleeding.  The  suppuration  of  good  quality  and  in 
moderate  quantity,  when,  on  the  16th,  having  taken  cold,  the  little 
patient  was  attacked  by  violent  fever  with  delirium  the  whole  night. 
To  this  succeeded  a  rather  frequent  cough,  which  lasted  several 
days.  He  took  Aconite  24  hours  to  which  succeeded  Ipecac  and 
Bryonia  in  alternation,  and  on  the  20th  he  entered  upon  convale- 
sence  from  this  little  accident.  It  was  to  be  regretted,  on  account  of 
the  wound ;  for  as  soon  as  he  took  the  fever  the  wound  completely 
dried  up.  There  was  no  more  suppuration,  the  fleshy  granulations 
withered  away ;  the  bone  still  denuded  became  livid-red.  In  short,  . 
the  cicatrization  was  interrupted  all  this  time,  and  we  could  recall 
vitality  into  this  wound  only  by  disc  ontinuing  the  irrigation  and  re- 
placing it  for  several  days  by  emollient  cataplasms.    This  was  the 
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only  impediment  that  we  had,  and  the  child  being  cured  of  his 
bronchitis,  the  granulations  resumed  their  course  so  well  that  the 
30th  of  November  the  wound  was  almost  completely  cicatrized. 
From  the  1st  to  the  15th  of  December  I  saw  him  only  twice.  In 
this  interval,  there  came  away  one  morning  in  cleansing  him  a  thin 
scale  of  bone,  as  large  as  the  nail  of  the  little  finger.  This  was  all 
that  came  away  of  the  fragments  of  so  serious  a  wound.  Since 
then  the  cicatrization  is  perfect  and  the  child  is  not  even  much  dis- 
figured. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Cercle  Homoeopathique  des  Flanders, 
of  April  24,  1879,  M.  De  Moor  related  the  success  he  obtained  by 
the  application  of  a  decoction  of  flowers  of  Calendula  in  fomenta- 
tions on  the  abdomen  in  a  case  of  caesariaic  operation  for  rupture  of 
the  womb,  in  consequence  of  the  administration  of  ergot. 

At  the  same  meeting  M.  Loosvelt  said  that  he  found  benefit 
from  the  employment  of  Calendula  in  large  wounds.  By  this  me- 
dicament he  had  considerably  mitigated  the  suffering  after  the  am- 
putation of  the  breast,  and  after  an  operation  for  cancer  on  the  face. 
Again,  he  had  had  reason  to  congratulate  himself  for  the  employ- 
ment of  this  agent  in  a  serious  wound  of  the  face  produced  by  a  pis- 
tol shot. 

The  reader  will  be  surprised,  perhaps,  to  see  us  give  such  a 
great  extent  to  the  chapter  on  Calendula. 

This  is  the  reason  for  it:  Thir  remedy,  quite  popular  in  Eng- 
land and  its  colonies,  as  well  as  in  America,  where  its  vulnerary  and 
haemostatic  virtues  receive  unanimous  adhesion,  is,  it  seems  to  us, 
relatively  unknown  in  old  Europe,  notably  in  the  countries  of  the 
Latin  race.  Jahr  does  not  give  a  summary  of  the  pathogenesis  of 
Calendula  in  his  "Manual"  which  still  serves  as  principal  guide  to 
many  of  our  confreres.  In  his  Homoeopathic  Treatment  of  Dis- 
eases of  the  Skin  *  he  mentions  the  following  symptoms:  "An  old 
wound  becomes  wrinkled  and  inflamed,  with  pain  as  of  cracking 
and  excoriation  in  the  morning;  stitchings,  as  if  suppuration  were 
going  to  take  place,  and  redness  all  around.  Little  vesicles  on  the 
right  side  of  the  mouth,  engorgement  of  the  submaxillary  glands, 
with  excoriating  pains." 

In  the  new  pathogenesis,  published  by  the  "Bibliotheque  Hom- 
oeopathique," we  read  these  symptoms:  A  wound  becomes  again 
red  and  inflamed.  A  wound  is  painful  in  the  morning,  as  if  by 
contusion,  and  there  are  smarting  and  pulsations,  as  if  it  were  going 
to  suppurate. 

Our  personal  experience  with  this  medicament  is  not  great. 
However;  we  ought  to  say  that  in  a  recent  case  of  fracture  of  the 
tibia,  Calendula  6th,  administered  only  internally,  appeared  to  us 
to  ex-ercise  a  real  influence,  on  account  of  the  promptitude  and  solid- 
ity of  the  cure. 

♦Paris,  1858,  p.  317 
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"SOME  UGLY  QUESTIONS. 


"That  remedies  (save  the  mark!)  in  the  30th  'potence'  could 
be  of  effect  while  the  patient  is  taking  much  larger  doses  of  the 
crude  material  with  his  food  at  evrery  meal  (as  in  Calc.  carb.,  Na- 
trum  mur.,  Phosphorus,  Sulphur,  etc.)  is  against  the  positive  de- 
clarations of  Hahnemann;  and  disproved  of  late  by  some  of  our 
eminent  microscopists — notably  J.  Edwards  Smith,  S.  A.  Jones, 
and  C.  Wesselhceft."* 

"As  I  am  a  professed  lover  of  novelty,  you  must  imagine  I  am 
very  much  entertained  by  this  discovery."  How  can  the  micro- 
scope take  the  place  of  the  human  organistii  in  ascertaining  wheth- 
.  er  remedies  can  be  of  any  effect  or  not?  This  I  am  led  to  infer  by 
your  assertion :  "disproved  of  late  by  some  of  our  eminent  micros- 
copists— ".  Please  don't  answer  me  by  saying  "in  the  same  man- 
ner that  Alumen  may  take  the  place  of  Alumina,"  for  you  have 
since  learned  that  one  was  indicated  and  the  other  was  not. 

Where  may  I  find  the  record  that  "some  of  our  eminent  mi- 
croscopists" "disproved"  "that  remedies  in  the  30th  potence  could 
be  of  effect  while  the  patient"  is  "taking  much  larger  doses  of  the 
crude  material  with  his  food  at  every  meal  (as  in  calc.  carb.,  natrum 
mur.,  phosphorus,  sulphur,  etc.)?" 

For  four  years  I  was  at  the  feet  of  one  of  these  eminent  mi- 
croscopists learning  of  him;  not  concerning  the  microscope  alone, 
but,  "that  remedies  in  the  30th  potence  could  be  of  effect,"  and  I 
have  had  ample  opportunities  since  to  learn  whether  he  taught  me 
false  or  no!  That  page  in  my  notebook  where  I  am  to  enter  the 
teachings  of  Prof.  Jones  that  do  not  'pan  out'  in  practice,  is  a  clean 
white  page.  He  taught  me  the  indications  for  natrum  mur.  in  in- 
termittent fever,  and  said,  "when  it  is  indicated  the  30th  potence 
will  cure,"  and  I  have  found  this  to  be  true  in  more  instances  than 
one.  He  also  taught  me  the  indications  for  apis  mel.  in  the  same 
disorder,  and  its  application  has  always  been  made  in  the  200th  po- 
*Observer  vol.  xix,  p.  82. 
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tence,  and  it  has  failed  to  cure  my  patients  in  only  one  out 
of  six  whenever  it  has  been  exhibited,  in  this  one  exception  my 
patient  was  relieved  of  the  paroxysms  for  two  weeks,  the  recurring 
paroxysm  called  for  arsen.  alb.  ,and  my  patient  got  the  200th  po- 
tence  and  was  cured. 

Why  do  I  find  the  teachings  of  Prof.  S.  A.  Jones  working 
out  to  the  very  letter  when  the  "effects"  of  "remedies  in  the  30th 
potence"  have  been  "disproved  of  late  by  some  of  our  eminent  mi- 
croscopists — notably  J  Edwards  Smith,  S.  A.  Jones,  and  C.  Wes- 
selhcert?"  Is  it  because  Alumen  will  take  the  place  of  Alumina 
because  Alumen  is  indicated? 

"But  suffer  my  curiosity  a  little  further." 

Was  the  microscopical  research  "by  some  of  our  eminent  micro- 
scopists — notably  J.  Edwards  Smith,  S.  A.  Jones,  and  C.  Wessel- 
hoeft,"  made  to  ascertain  whether  'remedies  in  the  30th  potence'  could 
be  of  effect  while  the  patient  is  taking  much  larger  does  of  the  crude 
material  with  his  food  at  every  meal,  etc.,  etc.? 

G.  A.  T. 

BELLADONNA  * 


Gentlemen  I 

By  your  request,  a  second  time, 
I  will  to-night  describe  in  rhyme, 
The  drug  you  did  to  me  assign; 

Called  Belladonna. 

A  plant  there  is — "Deadly  Nightshade" — 
Indigenous  to  foreign  glade, 
And  from  it  is  our  tincture  made, 
Of  Belladonna. 

And  now  let  me  present  to  you, 
In  this  brief,  cursory,  review, 
An,  outline  of  the  action  true, 
Of  Belladonna. 

The  mental  symptoms  are  quite  plain, 
Intense  congestion  of  the  brain 
To  wild  delirium  gives  rein, 

With  Belladonna. 

♦Read  before  the  Hahnemannian  Society  of  the  New  York  Medical  Col- 
lege, January  nth  1882,  by  J.  P.  Rand,  class  of  '83. 
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And  if  one  tries  to  interpose, 
More  furious  the  patient  grows, 
He  bites,  and  strikes,  and  tears  his  clothes, 
In  Belladonna. 

Together  with  this  state  of  mind, 
A  throbbing,  aching  head,  we  find 
The  pain  extending  from  behind, 
With  Belladonna. 

The  character  of  which  is  such, 
That  warmth,  light,  motion,  noise  or  touch, 
Is  sure  to  aggravate  it  much, 
In  Belladonna. 

The  eyes  arc  wild,  inflamed  and  dry, 
Large  pupils,  blind  to  objects  nigh, 
While  spots  and  sparks  before  them  fly, 
With  Belladonna. 

Pains  within  the  ears  are  rending, 
Downward  to  the  throat  extending, 
With  great  sensitiveness  blending, 
In  Belladonna. 

Dry  is  the  membrane  of  the  nose, 
Blood  from  the  nostrils  sometimes  flows, 
And  too  acute  olfaction  grows, 
With  Belladonna. 

The  face  is  "glowing  red,"  and  hot. 
The  cheeks  are  swollen  we  are  taught; 
And  sometimes  with  convulsions  wrought, 
By  Belladonna. 

The  mouth  and  tongue  are  dry,  and  share 
With  mucous  membranes  ev'ry where 
The  hyperemia  they  bear, 

In  Belladonna. 

In  the  throat  is  inflammation; 
But  there  is  no  ulceration, 
Nor  is  there  an  infiltration, 

With  Belladonna. 

But  is  swo'len,  sore,  constricted, 
And  with  spasms  much  afflicted, 
Swallowing  is  interdicted, 

By  Belladonna. 
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The  larynx  sore  and  painful  quite, 
With  bronchioles  oppressed  and  tight, 
Cause  hoarseness  and  dry  cough  at  nig 
Like  Belladonna. 

The  back  is  painful,  stiff  and  lame; 
Extremities  are  much  the  same. 
Pain  in  the  coccyx,  too,  they  claim, 
For  Belladonna. 

The  abdomen  in  volume  gains, 
Is  tender,  cramped,  with  colic  pains, 
The  colon  prominence  obtains, 
In  Belladonna. 

There  is  frequent  urination, 
With  a  small  evacuation, 
And  a  cystic  irritation, 

With  Belladonna. 

Menses  appear  too  soon  to  sight, 
The  flow  profuse  and  foetid  quite, 
Ovarian  pains  upon  the  right, 
Is  Belladonna. 

For  the  bane  of  youth  terrific, 
Scarlet  fever  so  prolific, 
Prophylactic  and  specific, 

Is  Belladonna. 

The  skin  is  smooth,  a  "shining  red," 
Eruption  uniformly  spread. 
For  crops  of  boils  before  they  head, 
Give  Belladonna. 

The  pulse  is  slow  and  hard  at  first, 
Then  vessels  throb  as  if  to  burst, 
With  no  experience  of  thirst. 

In  Belladonna. 

The  pains  are  of  convulsive  type; 
They  are  acute,  attacks  the  right, 
Increased  by  pressure,  worse  at  night, 
In  Belladonna. 

And  lastly,  to  this  all  agree, 
That  whatsoe'er  the  case  may  be, 
" Hyperesthesia  is  the  kef 

For  Belladonna. 
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Number  of  Existing  Species  of  Plants  {Scientific 
American). — Dr.  Muller,  of  Geneva,  has  recently  made  the  follow- 
ing calculation  as  to  the  total  number  of  existing  botanical  species: 
We  have  at  present,  described  in  our  books,  about  130,000  species; 
and,  if  we  suppose  that,  in  round  numbers,  30,000  belong  to  coun- 
tries like  Europe  and  North  America,  where  there  are  hardly  any 
species,  excepting  some  cryptogamic  ones,  to  be  discovered,  the  re- 
mainder, or  100,000,  representing  exotic  plants,  more  or  less  tropi- 
cal and  southern,  we  may  double  the  latter  for  new  species,  giving 
200,000  for  these  less  known  regions,  and  altogether  230,000  for 
the  whole  globe,  with  the  exception  of  countries  still  quite  unknown 
botanically.  Adding  only  20,000  species  for  the  latter,  we  reach  a 
minimum  sum  of  250,000  species  of  plants. 


Detroit  Diploma  Mill. — The  Detroit  Lancet  says:  Dr. 
H.  S.  Thomas,  the  Michigan  avenue  cancer  doctor,  with  others 
have  organized  an  afTair  which  they  term  "Detroit  University,"  capi- 
tal $30,000  of  which  $15,000  is  paid  in  the  form  of  notes  signed  by 
the  several  stockholders.  The  University  will  confer  degress  in 
law,  theology  and  medicine.  It  is  stated  that  Thomas  offered  the 
degree  of  LL.  D.  to  the  lawyer  who  witnessed  the  articles.  Some 
days  since  one  of  the  announcements  of  the  above  affair  was  pre 
sented  to  our  notice.  As  the  late  Dr.  Buchanan,  of  Philadelphia, 
was  not  long  since  the  guest  of  Dr.  Thomas,  while  playing  "hide 
and  seek"  with  the  detective,  it  is  easy  to  see  whence  the  inspiration 
of  this  new  "University"  springs.  It  seems  more  than  probable 
that  Detroit  will  have  a  genuine  diploma  mill.  Is  there  any  law 
to  prevent  it?    None  with  which,  we  are  acquainted. 

Gaultheria  procumbens.—  {Medical  News  and  Library.) 
Dr.  M.  L.  Fitchner  reports  the  following  cases  of  poisoning  by  oil 
of  wintergreen :  Rauhama  C.  and  Malinda  C,  aet.  respectively-14 
and  15  years,  drank,  through  mistake,  on  the  4th  of  August,  1881, 
the  former  about  oz.  j,  and  the  latter  about  oz.  ij,  of  the  oil.  Both 
were  seized  with  vertigo,  weakness,  hot  skin,  frequent  pulse,  cold 
sweats,  labored  respiration,  and  dullness  of  hearing.  In  the  latter 
there  was  also  inability  to  speak,  with  cramp  in  epigastrium  and 
convulsions.  Warm  water  and  salt  were  then  given  as  an  emetic, 
and  followed  by  olive  oil.  In  the  former  case  olive  oil  was  con- 
tinued in  half-teaspoonful  doses  three  or  four  time  a  day  for  about 
ten  days,  and  the  patient  recovered  without  any  serious  inconven- 
ience. In  the  latter  case,  bromide  of  potassium,  olive  oil,  and  the 
decoction  of  slippery  elm  bark  were  used,  with  cold  applications  to 
the  head.  The  patient  died  in  about  ten  hours  after  the  drinking 
from  congestion  of  the  brain  and  convulsions.  The  breath  had  a 
pungent  odor,  and  the  gaultheria  was  detected  in  the  perspiration. 
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Carbolic  Acid  Poisoning. — {Louisville  Medical  News .) — 
Dr.  Wm.  F.  Hamer,  had  a  patient  who  took  a  tablespoonful  of  car- 
bolic acid,  mistaking  it  for  a  medicine  the  doctor  had  left  him.  The 
doctor  was  sommoned  at  once,  and  found  him  almost  lifeless,  pulse 
36,  respiration  8,  and  a  cold  perspiration  so  ropy  that  it  could  be 
raised  with  the  thumb  and  finger  covering  the  entire  bodv.  The 
treatment  was  lime  water  given  verv  freely  and  whisky  at  short  in- 
tervals. In  six  hours  he  was  perfect  conscious,  and  felt  well  except 
for  the  soreness  of  fauces  and  throat.  Bartholow  thinks  lime  to  be 
the  most  efficient  alkali  to  check  the  activity  of  carbolic  acid. 

Legalizing  Prostitution. — {New  England  Medical  Ga- 
zette.)— In  the  late  International  Medical  Congress,  held  in  London, 
in  the  session  of  the  State  Medicine  Department,  under  the  presi- 
dency of  John  Simon,  LL.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  the  preponderance  of  med- 
ical opinion  was  strongly  against  government  regulation  of  prosti- 
tution. Among  its  opponents  were  several  distinguished  physicians 
from  continental  cities,  who  may  certainly  be  presumed  to  be  famil- 
iar with  the  practical  workings  of  the  regulation  system,  and  who 
were  earnest  and  outspoken  in  their  condemnation  of  it.  America 
would  be  unwise,  indeed,  now  to  undertake  to  adopt,  as  a  question- 
able experiment,  what  the  Old  World  is  preparing  thus  to  discard. 

Party  Lines. — The  New  England  Med.  Monthly  says :  Sects 
and  creeds  are  not  divided  by  sharply  drawn  lines;  we  reach  out 
hands  until  they  almost  meet  across  the  dividing  chasm.  There  has 
developed  great  liberality  in  thought,  great  charity  in  judgment,  and 
it  is  well. 

This  tendency  has  extensively  pervaded  the  medical  profession 
until  many  members  of  the  different  "pathies"  are  in  favor  of 
throwing  down  the  bars  of  separation  and  meeting  their  former  op- 
ponents in  council  at  the  bedside.  The  lion  is  very  desirous  of  ly- 
ing down  beside  the  lamb. 

*  *  *  *  While  we  have  not  space  in  our  present 
number  to  discuss  the  subject  at  length,  we  say  the  Code  of  Ethics 
adopted  so  long  ago,  ought  to  be  revised.  The  American  Medical 
Association  should  do  it.  The  experience  of  every  society,  even 
the  smallest  local  organization,  is  that  misunderstandings  and  en- 
mities are  prevented,  the  standard  of  the  profession  is  maintained  on 
a  higher  plane,  where  there  is  some  law  to  look  to,  some  principles 
to  lead.  To  place  all  on  an  equality,  that  law  should  be  wide- 
reaching;  it  should  be  national.  It  should  not  vary  in  each  State. 
Let  us  have  a  revision  of  the  Code. 


A  First-Class  Notice  of  a  Nostrum. — {Pacific  Med. 
and  Surg.    Journal?) — Wre  have  received  from  an  advertising 
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agent  in  the  East  an  urgent  request — -almost  a  peremptory  order — 
to  give  insertion  to  the  advertisement  of  a  "vegetable  compound" 
which  is  a  "positive  cure',  for  all  painful  complaints  and  weaknesses 
suffered  by  females,  etc.  The  man  must  think  us  fools  or  some- 
thing worse  when  he  offer  us  a  bid  to  do  such  stupendous  lying  for 
him.  The  vile  nostrum  is  announced  in  the  name  of  a  woman, 
whose  figure  head  adorns  the  puffery  and  who  is  probably  a  myth, 
or  if  a  real  personage  the  tool  of  a  cunning  knave  who  takes  this 
way  of  robbing  gullible  people.  As  a  rule,  none  but  most  un- 
principled quacks  play  this  picture  trick,  so  that  whenever  you  see 
a  figure  head  in  connection  with  an  advertisement  of  a  quack  medi- 
cine or  a  quack  doctor,  you  may  be  pretty  sure  that  the  advertiser 
is  a  highwayman  of  the  description  referred  to.  We  charge  Mrs. 
Pinkham  or  her  agent  nothing  for  this  notice,  though  we  have 
taken  some  pains  to  make  it  intelligidle  and  emphatic. 

Obstetrical  Experiences  {British  Medical  journal). — 
Dr.  David  M.  Williams,  of  Liverpool,  in  an  abstract  of  2,500  con- 
finements, "chiefly  among  the  comfortable  middle  classes,"  states 
that  he  considers  the  forceps  a  great  boon,  always  to  be  used  with 
comfort  and  safety,  without  injury  to  the  mother,  and  in  only  one 
case  did  he  find  craniotomy  necessary.  For  over  twenty  years  he 
has  introduced  the  forceps  into  the  uterus,  often  saving  the  child  by 
that  means,  when  the  os  was  very  narrow  but  dilatable.  He  has 
only  employed  chloroform  in  the  first  stage  to  overcome  rigidity; 
in  the  second  stage  he  often  administered  it  till  complete  uncon- 
sciousness was  produced,  believing  that  the  perineum  may  thus  be 
frequently  saved  from  rupture,  an  accident  which  will  sometimes 
occur  after  every  precaution.  He  has  cured  a  complete  rent,  involv- 
ing the  sphincter,  without  operation,  by  rest,  local  cleanliness,  and 
the  induction  of  temporary  constipation  by  opium.  He  trusts  in 
ergot  especially  as  a  preventive  of  flooding  in  cases  where  the  pains 
are  weak  and  the  intervals  long.  He  denies,  on  the  evidence  of 
distinguished  travelers  contrasted  with  the  records  of  contemporary 
British  practitioners,  that  puerperal  mortality  is  the  result  of  civiliza- 
tion. The  truth  is  quite  the  other  way,  and  by  acting  on  increased 
knowledge,  more  lives  will  yet  be  saved. 

IN  THE  CHILDREN'S  HOSPITAL. 

THE  VIVISECTIONIST. 

"Our  doctor  has  called  in  anothci  :  I  never  had  seen  him  before, 

But  he  sent  a  chill  to  my  heart  when  I  saw  him  come  in  at  the  door, 

Fresh  from  the  surgery  schools  of  France,  and  of  other  lands,— 

Harsh,  red  hair,  big  voice,  big  chest,  big,  merciless  hands! 

Wonderful  cures  he  had  done, — Oh  yes!  but  they  said,  too,  of  him, 

He  was  happier  using  the  knife  than  in  trying  to  save  the  limb, 

And  that  I  can  well  believe,  (or  he  looked"  so  coarse  and  so  red, 

I  could  think  he  was  one  of  those  who  would  break  their  jests  on  the  dead, 

And  mangle  the  living  dog  that  had  loved  him  and  fawned  at  his  knee — 

Drenched  with  the  hellish  oorali — that  ever  such  things  should  be!" 

Tennyson's  Ballads  and  other  Poems, 
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"A  MERRY  HEART  DOETH  GOOD  LIKE  A  MEDICINE."— SOLOMON. 


Nitro-Glyc  erine. — In  the  United  States  the  prescription  of 
nitro-glycerine  has  given  rise  to  some  popular  apprehensions,  which 
are  amusingly  conveyed  in  the  following  extract  from  a  daily  paper: 
"See  heah  boss!"  exclaimed  Uncle  Abe,  as  he  watched  the 
druggist  carefully,  "ain't  ye  makin'  a  leetle  mistake  dar?    Dis  nig- 
gah   done  learn    to  read,   an'   'pears    to   me  dat  it  says,  'Nitro 
Grycerum  Pill'  on  dat  bottle.     What  if  it  does?  do  ye  say?  Well 
now  I  just  think  it  makes  a  heap  o'  difference.    Dem  last  pills  ye 
guv  me  jist  make  me  get  up  and  dust,  and  now  if  I  take  grycerum 
pills,  dar  won't  even  be  dust  left.    I  don't  believe  you  understand 
wat  powerful  medicine  dat   are.     Ye   needn't  put  it  up,  sah;  I 
wouldn't  tetch  it.    I'd  be  fear'd  to  carry  it  roun'  wid  me.    De  doc- 
tor ordered  it.    Yes,  I  knows  he  did  now,  an'  I  knows  why.  Dat 
man's  been  layin'  a  trap  for  me  ever  since  last  winter.    I  was  doin' 
his  chores  roun'  de  barn,  an'  two  of  his  pure  blooded  chickens  fol- 
lowed me  home,  an'  nex'  mornin'  'Liza  diskivered  'em  in  de  wood 
shed  wid  dar  feet  friz,  so  she  jist  made  a  pic  of  'em,  and  dat  same 
Dr.  King  was  weak  minded  'nuff  to  think  I  coaxed  dem  birds 
home  wid  me.    Don't  knoiv  much  ''bout  dat  grycerum  medicine, 
does  ye?    Better  set  it  down,  and  set  it  down  kind  o'  easy  too. 
Fact  is  I  don't  like  to  stay  whar  dat  medicine  am  kep'.     Good  med- 
icine, did  ye  say?    Yes,  cause  ye'll  never  need  any  moah !  One 
dose  is  all  ye  want.    Ye'll  be  cured  sure,  especially  ef  som<;  one 
runs  agin  ye  and  jars  ye  a  little,  or  ye  stubs  yer  toe  an'  falls  down. 
Hit  won't  bear  no  foolin'  wid,  dat  medicine  wont.    Dat  ole  King 
said  de  subscription  was  suan  to  kill  or  cure,  and  he  was  mighty 
right.    We  used  dat  nitro-grycerum  over  in  Wes'  Virginia  to  dig 
ile  wells  wid,  but  I  never  know'd  dev  made  pills  of  it  afore.  Jis' 
han'  me  back  dat  subscription.     I'se  goin'  down  dis  minute  to  show 
it  to  de  Squire,  and  I'll  get  out  a  replevin  for  dat  Dr.  King  afore 
dark.    I  think  dat  subscription  '11  send  him  up,  I  do.    Uncle  Abe 
Jinkins  ain't  de  man  to  set  down  an'  have  his  self  blowed  all  into 
pieces  in  cold  blood,  and  all  jist  on  account  of  two  chickens  foller- 
in'  him  home!"    And  the  old  man  took  his  prescription  and  de- 
parted for  the  office  of  Esquire  Worthington. 


Green  and  Seasoned  Knowledge. — (Atlanta  Med.  Reg- 
ister.)—T)r.  O.  W.  Holmes  says  he  has  known  a  practitioner — per- 
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haps  more  than  one — who  was  as  much  under  the  dormant  influ- 
ence of  the  last  article  he  has  read  in  his  favorite  medical  journal, 
as  a  milliner  is  under  the  sway  of  the  last  fashion  plate.  The  dif- 
ference hetween  green  and  seasoned  knowledge  is  very  great,  and 
such  practitioners  never  hold  long  enough  to  any  of  their  knowl- 
edge to  have  it  get  seasoned. 

Special  Venoms. — Mr.  Paul  Bert  {Journal  de  Therapeuti- 
que)  says:  special  venoms  are  secreted  by  the  toad,  salamander,  newt, 
frog,  etc.  From  the  glands  on  the  neck  of  the  frog  he  has  collect- 
ed a  liquid,  which,  if  injected  into  the  sparrow,  occasions  death  with 
convulsions,  the  heart  being  arrested  in  systole. 

The  Right  to  Bear  Arms. — {Canada   Lancet!) — Daniel 
Webster  once  took  a  young  lady,  a  relative  of  his  son's  wife,  to 
task  for  wearing  short  sleeves,  and  animadverted  on  bare  arms 
"Why,  Mr.  Webster,"  exclaimed  the  young  lady,  "I'm  astonished 
that  you,  the  great  expounder  of  the  Constitution,  should  object  to  bare 
arms!"    "What  has  my  expounding  the  Constitution  got  to  do  with 
it,"  growled  Daniel ;  to  which  the  young  lady  replied :    "Doesn't  the 
Constitution  say  that  the  right  to  bear  arms  shall  not  be  interfered 
with?"    History  does  not  record  the  effect  of  this  shot,  but  Web- 
ster died  the  same  year. 

Troche. — A  popular  doctor,  while  escorting  a  lady  home  the 
other  evening,  attempted  to  relieve  her  cough  and  sore  throat  by 
giving  her  a  troche.  He  told  her  to  allow  it  to  dissolve  gradually 
in  her  mouth.  No  relief  was  experienced,  and  the  doctor  felt  quite 
chagrined,  and  the  next  day  when  the  lady  sent  him  a  trouser's  but- 
ton, with  a  note,  saying  that  he  must  have  given  her  the  wrong 
kind  of  a  troche,  and  might  need  this  one. 

Anj«sthetical. — A  famous  surgeon  advises  one  of  his  pa- 
tients to  undergo  an  operation.  "Is  it  very  severe?"  asks  the  pa- 
tient. "Not  for  the  patient,"  says  the  doctor;  "we  put  him  to  sleep; 
but  very  hard  on  the  operator."  How  so?"  "We  suffer  terribly 
from  anxiety.  Just  think,  it  only  succeeds  once  in  a  hundred  times." 

A  MEDICAL  SON  FROM  "PATIENCE."* 

A  New  York  medical  man, 
A  very  much  advertised  man, 
A  pills-in-variety,  talk-in-Society, 
Each-for-himself  young  man. 

A  Philadelphia  man, 
An  Index  Medicus, 
A  think-it-all-gammon,  this  talk  of  Buchanan, 
Great-medical-centre  young  man. 
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A  Boston  medical  man, 
A  hyper-historical  man, 
An  ultra-persimmon  toward  medical  women, 
A  Harvard-or-nothing  young  man. 

A  Chicago  medical  man, 
A  wide-awake,  ethical  man, 
A  go-as-the-rest-of-you,  more-than-abreast-of-you, 
Down-on-the  East  young  man. 

—Medical  Record. 

A  Toronto  medical  man, 
A  money  grab,  get  all  you  can, 
A  society  shirker,  night  and  day  worker, 
Stick-in-the-mud  young  man. 

Canadian  Jour.  Med.  Sciences. 

A  Detroit  medical  man, 
An  oily-tongued,  political  caucus  man, 
A  know-all-about-it,  no-room-to-doubt  it. 
Prescribe  patent  medicine  young  man. 

Michigan  Medical  News. 


Milk. — A  woman  who  carries  around  milk  in  Paris  said  a 
naive  thing  the  other  day.  One  of  the  cooks  to  whom  she 
brought  milk  looked  into  the  can,  and  remarked  with  surprise: 
"Why,  there  is  actually  nothing  there  but  water."  The  woman, 
having  satisfied  herself  of  the  truth  of  the  statement,  said :  "Well, 
if  I  didn't  forget  to  put  in  the  milk. 


Practical  Amalgamation  [Medical  Record). — The  fol- 
lowing advertisement  copied  from  an  exchange  reminds  us  of  the 
nursery  ballad,  "Jack  Spratt  could  eat  no  fat,  his  wife  could  eat  no 
lean,"  etc.: 

"Wanted. — A  fine-looking,  unmarried  homoeopathic  physi- 
cian, who  understands  the  eye  and  ear  specialty,  to  join  an  allopathic 
specialist  in  a  town  where  homoeopathy  is  well  introduced.  Ad- 
dress," etc. 

Evidently  the  millennium  is  at  hand. 


In  bodily  repairs,  the  least  given  the  soonest  mended. 

All  Right. — Yes,  but  how  few  write  anything  worth  reading! 


Q\jKCTL-the  other. — A  placard  in  the  window  of  a  patent  med- 
icine vendor  in  Paris,  reads:  "The  public  are  requested  not  to  mis- 
take this  shop  for  that  of  another  quack  just  opposite." 
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Buchanan.  Prof.  Joseph  R.  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  has  severed 
his  connection  with  the  Eclectic  party,  and  is  now  at  Boston  endeav- 
oring to  establish  a  Pantological  School.  Prof.  B.  was  noted  some 
years  ago  for  his  remarkable  investigations  in  Neurology. 

Clapp.  Dr.  H.  C.  Clapp  has  removed  from  16  Concord 
Square  to  11  Columbus  Square,  corner  of  West  Newton  Street, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Gatchell.  Our  old  friend  Prof.  H.  P.  Gatchell,  Senr.,  is 
now  at  Cashiers  Valley,  Jackson  Co.,  N.  C,  still  interested  in  his 
climatological  investigations.  He  has  spent  nearly  a  year  in  Cash- 
iers Valley,  and  says:  "It  is  certainly  the  finest  spot  in  the  twen- 
ty-two States  I  have  seen,  in  ten  of  which  I  have  been  a  citizen. 
For  more  than  half  the  year  the  climate  is  unsurpassed  if  not  un- 
equaled  in  United  States.    The  scenery  magnificent." 

Hart.  Dr.  C.  P.  Hart  and  family,  of  Wyoming,  Ohio.,  are 
making  a  tour  through  Canada.  The  Dr.  will  attend  the  session 
ot  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  at 
Montreal,  Aug.  23-30,  to  which  he  will  contribute  a  paper. 

Ludlam.  Prof.  Ludlam  proposes  to  deliver  a  course  of  twenty 
lectures  upon  Puerperal  Diseases,  at  the  Hahnemann  Hospital,  Chi- 
cago, during  the  winter  session  of  1882-3. 

Porter.  Our  worthy  correspondent,  Phil  Porter.  M.  D.,  has 
been  appointed  Brigade  Surgeon  to  the  Michigan  State  Troops. 
The  only  homceptahic  surgeon  in  the  service,  it  is  good  to  see  him 
at  the  top. 


REMOVAL  OF  THE  AMERICAN  OBSERVER  OFFICE. 


The  American  Observer  will  be  printed  hereafter  by  the 
Pontiac  Gazette  and  published  by  us  at  Pontiae,  Mich.,  which  is 
near  where  we  have  resided  for  over  three  years,  and  where  we  have 
superior  facilities  for  editing  and  publishing.  Our  friends  will  please 
address  us  hereafter: 

E.  A.  Lodge,  Senr., 

Pentiac,  Michigan. 
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PROF.  H.  F.  BIGG  A  R,  A.  B.,  M.  I).,  EDITOR. 

EMPYEMA  WITH  OPERATION. 

BY  CHARLES  S.  MORLBY,  M.  1). 

From  a  surgical  standpoint  the  following  case  is  of  interest;  and 
the  details  of  the  medical  treatment  are  here  recorded  with  the 
hope  that  it  may  awaken  interest  in  the  mind  of  our  therapeutists. 

The  notes  of  the  case  are  as  follows,  viz:  Willie  Cronibie  aet.  16 
years,  Am.  of  healthy  parentage  came  under  treatment  Jan.  24th 
ult.  for  right  pleuro-pneumonia.  The  previous  history,  is  that  of 
congenital  feebleness,  marasmus  as  an  infant;  difficult  dentition; 
he  did  not  walk  until  three  years  of  age,  after  which  he  grew  as 
other  children. 

For  five  years  he  has  had  ague,  for  which  he  has  continuously  ta- 
ken Quinia  suiph.  in  small  doses,  often  repeated.  There  has  been 
chronic  "quinism."  Jan.  23,  1882,  Willie  got  drenched  in  the  lake 
and  was  chilled.  On  Jan.  24,  at  evening  he  walked  into  my  office 
crying  with  pain.  The  extremities  were  purple  and  cold,  pulse 
small,  wiry,  quick.  R.  70,  P.  160,  temp,  subnormal.  Febrile  reac- 
tion violent,  with  delirium,  after  three  hours.  25th,  position  on  right 
side,  nausea  and  vomiting  of  a  green  tallow-like  substance.  There 
is  fine  crepitation  and  a  souffle  at  the  apex,  with  dulness  up  to  nip- 
ple, respiration  a  simple  "catching  for  breath,"  intercostal  retrac- 
tion. 

Aconite,  drop  doses  in  water  every  half  hour,  turpentine  stupes  to 
the  chest. 

The  following  is  the  morning  and  evening  record:  respiration,. 
(K.)  temperature,  (T.)  and  pulse,  (P.)  viz.: 

January  25,  E.  R.  70,  T.  105.0  F.  *  P.  140. 
20,  M.  R.  85,  T.  104.4,  P.  120. 
1.  p.  m.  H.  70,  T.  103.80  P.  180. 
0  p.  m.  collapse,  temp.  06.5  o  f  h,  oo. 
27,  M.  H.  70,  T.  104.4  °  P.  140. 
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January  E.  II.  05,  T.  103.8  °,  P.  120. 

28,  M.  R.  48,  T.  101.4  ° ,  P.  120. 
E.  11.  48,  T.  102.2  °  f  p.  i  io. 

29,  M.  R.  48,  T.  101.  °  P.  100, 
E.  R.  48,  T.  102.8  ° ,  P.  120. 

30,  M.  R.  50,  T.  102.°,  P.  120. 

E.  R.  40,  T.  101.8  ° ,  P.  100. 

31,  E.  R.  40,  T.  102.0  ° ,  P.  100. 

Feburary  1,M.  T.  99.2©, 
E.  T.  101.4°. 

2,  M.T.99.4°,  R.  40,  P.  90. 
E.  T.  101.2°, 

3,  M.  T.97.2°,R.  36,  P.  85. 

Chill  9.30  a.  m.,  E.  T.  100.40,  R.  40,  P.  90. 
M.T.  101.  4°,  chill  9.30  a.m. 
E.T.  103.4°,  R.  40,  P.  100. 
5,  M.  T.  103.2  °t  chill  10  a.  m. 
E.  T.  103.4°,  R.  40,  P.  100. 
7.M.T.  101.0°,  R.40.P.  100. 

Two  rigors,  Fear  pyremia,  suspect  malarial  complication. 

The  record  shows  collapse  of  pulse  and  gasping  respiration  on 
26  inst.  or  second  evening  of  the  attack.  This  was  due  to  sudden 
tympanitis  and  pulmonary  oedema. 

On  reaching  my  patient,  with  the  alarm  "he  is  dying"  I  found 
colon  extremely  distended,  reaching  up  to  7th  rib  on  left  side,  and 
embarrassing  the  heart's  action. 

My  friend  Dr.  Elliott  (Reg.)  in  consultation  advised  enemata  of 
turpentine — one  tablespoonful  of  the  spirits  terebinthina  stirred 
with  the  yolks  of  eggs,  and  a  pint  of  milk;  this  was  repeated  with- 
out appreciable  effect.  We  agreed  to  use  the  colon  tube,  which  was 
employed  six  times  during  the  night  and  by  which  we  drew  off 
much  flatus. 

The  air  is  a  cloud  of  fog;  at  3  a.  m.  there  is  a  breeze;  in  halt  an 

hour  the  air  is  clearing,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  patient;  the 

pulse  is  now  felt  at  the  wrist  and  the  extremities  are  growing  warm. 

On  the  third  day  there  was  scanty,  frothy,  blood-streaked  sputum. 

Second  day  one  hypodermic  injection,  Morphia  gr.     to  relieve  the 
*  Temperature  taken  In  axilla. 
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terrible  pain,  not  repeated.  This  brought  quietude  for  a  tew  hours; 
with  this  exception  there  was  no  lull  in  the  wild  delirium  until  the 
eighth  day. 

At  the  consultation  it  was  agreed  to  stimulate  freelv  with  whis- 
ky  and  Ammonia  carb.  or  iod.  gr.  7,  at  a  do.se  alternating  the  Am- 
monia with  Bryonia  three  times.  Feburary  1,  or  eighth  day,  there 
was  copious  diarrhoea  and  sweating,  the  chlorides  reappeared  in  the 
urine,  sputa  scanty,  rusty  and  yellowish  stringy  mucus.  The 
apex  has  a  mucus  rale  in  the  fossa.  Diagnosis  made  second  day 
pleuro  pneumonia,  this  being  the  first  time  we  could  examine  the 
chest  at  all  on  account  of  the  pain. 

From  the  general  aspect  of  the  case  we  watched  attentively  for  any 
evidence  of  effusion,  making  daily  measurements  of  the  chest  for 
the  purpose.  The  measurements  were  not  of  significance  until  the 
twelfth  day  when  an  inch  increase  of  the  right  chest  was  noted. 
On  13th  day  it  had  increased  to  16V  inches,  right.  14*  left,  infra- 
mammary.    No  bulging  of  intercostals. 

Bry.  30  Hyos.  30  were  prescribed  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day 
and  persisted  in  until  twelfth  day,  when  Cantharis  sixth  dec.  was 
substituted  until  the  crisis,  then  were  urgent  thirst,  brown  ribbon- 
like strip  in  tongue,  and  after  the  severe  chill  of  the  twelfth  day 
herpes  labialis  and  sudamina,  the  latter  covering  the  whole  body. 

March  20th  patient  has  continued  to  have  chills  and  hectic(?) 

Under  Cantharis  sixth  dec.  the  measurement  of  chest  decreased 
an  inch,  after  which  it  increased.  There  is  now  2V  inches  enlarge- 
ment and  yet  there  is  no  bulging  of  intercostals;  and  there  is  com- 
plete absence  of  any  respiratory  sound  or  movement  in  right 
chest,  pectoriloquy,  vocal  fremitus  and  absolute  dulness  universal. 

Three  weeks  since  I  urged  aspiration  and  exploration  which  was 
"declined  with  thanks,"  by  the  boy  and  his  family. 

March  23,  I  insist  upon  aspiration  and  finall}*  compel  it.  Six- 
teen ounces  of  pus  drawn.    Dr.  Elliott  assisting. 

March  31,  after  aspiration  advised  operation  by  incision,  declin- 
ed! [The  difficulty  in  gettiug  consent  in  this  case,  grew  out  of  an 
unsuccessful  case  of  a  Prof,  of  surgery  from  Detroit,  who  operated 
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upon  a  young  man  of  this  place.  I  am  informed  by  the  friends 
of  the  young  man,  that  the  operation  was  not  made  with  antisep- 
tic precautions  and  the  chest  was  not  washed  out  a  single  time. 
This  young  man  perished  from  gaugreene,  on  the  ninth  day.] 

The  present  condition  of  the  patient  is  terrible;  he  is  in  a  dying 
condition,  worn,  emaciated,  desiring  only  to  die.  The  air  is  a  dense 
fog.    The  heart  is  much  embarrassed,  face  and  extremities  purple. 

For  two  days  he  has  expectorated  quanties  of  pus,  which  wells 
up  into  the  mouth  every  few  minutes. 

Decline  further  attendance  unless  there  is  consent  to  operation. 

April  1,  this  is  the  first  clear  day  in  many,  patient  sends  consent. 
Compelled  to  force  anaesthesia  with  many  risks  but  with  success. 
Incision  in  right  axillary  line  between  8th  and  9th  ribs,  introduced 
canula,  passed  two  Nelaton  catheters;  attached  a  Davidsons'  syr- 
inge; washed  out  chest  with  carbolated  water  one  per  cent.  Oper- 
ated under  spray  and  with  thorough  antiseptic  precautions. 

April  2nd,  temperature  normal,  pulse  90,  respiration  24,  Mor- 
phia grain  hypodermically  to  allay  pain  from  pressure  of  the 
canula;  this  is  the  second  and  last  dose  taken  during  the  entire  ill- 
ness. 

There  is  extreme  emaciation,  prefers  death,  cross. 

Aconite  in  water  continued  4S  hours,  when  the  pus  was  watery 
and  great  anxiety  and  restlessness,  with  thirst,  calling  for  Arseni- 
cum third  dec.  which  markedly  relieved. 

April  3rd,  the  chest  is  washed  out  night  and  morning,  with  salt 
and  water,  using  several  gallons  before  it  runs  clear.  There  is  a 
pint  of  pus  at  each  dressing,  appetite  good,  bowels  regular,  urine 
clearing,  chlorides  normal. 

April  30,  chills  every  morning,  fever  for  several  hours  after  with 
sweating,  sweats  profusely  when  asleep. 

China  1st,  dec.  Ars.  Quin  2d.  dec.  have  been  given  without  effect. 
The  chills  are  so  severe  as  to  endanger  life.  Give  Quinia  Sulphas 
twenty  grains  at  one  dose.  Twenty  grain  doses  of  Quinine  have 
several  times  postponed  the  chills  for  a  few  days.  The  chills  re- 
turned May  6,  notwithstanding  the  patient  was  fortified  by  Quinine. 
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twenty-four  grain  in  divided  doses.  We  are  certain  of  the  "mala- 
ilal  character  now!  My  trust  is  in  Arsenicum  which  I  give  in  the 
third  trituration,  four  doses  daily. 

May  14,  chills  continue,  no  relief. 

May  20,  Arsenicum  200. 

May  25,  the  patient  seems  to  have  mended  from  the  first  da}',  on 
taking  Ars.  200;  the  continued  improvement  seems  to  confirm  this 
view.    Patient  has  gained  in  appetite  and  strength  surprisingly. 

June  1st,  patient  rode  out  to  the  circus,  bore  it  well. 

Chest  cavity  holds  half  teacupful  only,  if  has  daily  diminished. 

Anew  canula,  somewhat  larger  than  a  No.  8,  Nelaton  cathe- 
eris  now  in  use.  I  have  procured  a  syringe  with  reversible  valves, 
with  which  I  first  pump  out  the  pus,  turn  the  valves  and  pump  in 
water,  turn  the  valves  again  and  pump  it  out  and  so  on,  until  the 
chest  is  clean. 

Care  should  be  taken  to  admit  air  into  the  chest  through  canula 
while  pumping  out  the  che^t. 

A  weak  solution  of  Iodine  has  been  used  occasionally  to  stimu- 
late granulation. 

The  ribs  are  going  together  and  over-lapping,  the  shoulder  is  drop- 
ping. 

The  heart  is  to  the  right  and  under  the  sternum,  and  the  left 
lung  is  expanding,  has  exaggerated  respiratory  murmur  from  do- 
ing double  duty. 

August  20,  patient  is  in  better  health  than  ever  before. 

The  tube  was  forced  out  by  the  process  of  granulation  June  30, 
and  as  no  secretion  but  a  synovial-like  fluid,  was  formed  for  many 
days,  the  wound  was  simply  kept  open  until  it  contracted,  retract- 
ed and  healed. 

July  10,  the  wound  is  perfectly  healed  and  patient  discharged. 

Patient  has  helped  in  his  father's  store  for  six  weeks,  and  is  now 
of  good  service.  His  coat  is  well  padded  and  disguises  the  deform- 
ity. These  cases  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  without  the  aid 
of  surgery,  the  grave  is  the  only  respite. 

To.  those  who  claim  for  therpeutics,  absolute  control  of  such 
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cases,  I  must  say,  you  have  never  met  them,  for  the  indications 
were  clean  cut,  and  the  remedies  persevered  in,  with  a  faith  that 
fails  not  in  the  trying  hour. 

The  regret  is  simply  the  delay  of  six  weeks  by  which  the  opera- 
tion was  undertaken  as  a  means  of  relief  only,  but  with  the  inten- 
tion to  accomplish  the  utmost  good  for  our  patient. 

As  this  case  occurred  while  attending  seven  cases  of  severe 
pneumonia  and  pleuro-pneumonia  I  cannot  at  this  time  doubt  the 
correctness  of  the  diagnosis  and  the  opinion  that  it  was  a  primary 
lesion.   

WHAT  IS  A  LEUCOCYTE? 

BY  J.  G.  GILCHRIST,  If.  D.,  DETROIT,  MICH. 

An  esteemed  correspondent,  in  a  recent  letter,  criticising  some 
papers  of  the  writer  on  Surgical  Toxwmia  printed  in  another 
journal,  takes  exceptions  to  the  doctrine  of  inherent  and  indepen- 
dent life  of  the  white-blood  corpuscle,  and  expresses  a  disbelief  in 
the  same  until  such  time  as  "a  leucocyte  has  been  dissected  and  his 
various  organs  examined.v  Although  the  present  writer  has  tres- 
passed greatly  on  the  patience  of  his  readers,  in  this  respect,  it  has 
been  thought  that  a  short  contribution  on  this  subject  might  meet 
the  wants  of  others,  not  from  any  supposition  that  they  are  igno- 
rant of  the  basis  of  what  many  call  "a  theory,"  but  that  it  may 
well  be  that  the  fragmentary  character  of  the  literature  of  the  sub- 
ject may  have  operated  to  give  an  erroneous  idea  of  the  conclu- 
sions. 

It  is  to  be  conceded  in  the  outset,  that  the  whole  kingdom  of  na- 
ture must  be  divided  into  two  great  classes,  the  organic  and  the  M- 
organic*  The  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  former  is  that  it  is 
composed  of  collections  of  matter  that  possess  an  inherent  vitality; 
grows,  changes  form,  and  is  maintained  by  an  inherent  principle 
of  life.  The  latter  are  destitute  of  this  principle,  and  are  entirely 
under  the  subjection  of  extrinsic  agencies  and  forces.  The  com- 
mon origin  of  all  organic  bodies  is  protoplasmic,  which  is  a  term 
used  to  express  an  albuminous  material  representing  the  forma- 
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tive  element  common  to  everything  having  life,  whether  animal  or 
vegetable.  When  an  organized  body  is  reduced  to  its  primitive 
material  unit  (not  its  vital  unit),  a  more  or  less  appreciable  mass 
of  protoplasm  is  found  to  be  the  germ  from  which  it  developed.  The 
body  having  been  once  formed  does  not  continue  unchanged,  but 
undergoes  momentary  mutation  and  change,  new  material  taking 
the  place  of  the  old  in  a  ju-t  proportion  of  repair  lo  waste.  To  in- 
dulge in  hypothesis  for  a  moment,  knowing  that  the  whole  body 
developed  from  a  microscopic  bioplast,  it  is  not  a  violent  supposi- 
tion that  its  maintenance  must  be  of  a  similar  biophistic  character. 
We  find  this,  it  is  thought  to  be  the  ease.  Now  while  still  form- 
less, amorphous  bioplasm  is  always  found,  while  living,  to  be  con- 
tractile. The  lowest  forms  of  life  we  have  yet  found  are  seen  to  be 
simple  detached  particles,  so  to  speak,  of  bioplasm,  which  differ  only 
from  the  amorphous  mass  in  a  higher  development  of  this  contractil- 
ity; its  contractility  is  made  a  means  of  locomotion  and  prehension. 

The  amwba  represents  the  lowest  form  of  life.  It  is  found  as  a 
minute  bioplastic  particle,  structureless,  organless.  It  moves  about 
without  feet  or  organs  of  locomotion;  it  seizes  its  prey  without  a 
mouth;  it  digests  without  organs  of  digestion.  Its  locomotion  is 
effected  by  thrusting  out  portions  of  its  body  (pseudo-pod a,)  and 
running  its  body  into  them.  It  seizes  its  prey  by  enveloping  it;  it 
injests  it  by  absorbing  it— almost  any  pond  of  stagnant  water  will 
furnish  many  specimens;  a  microscope,  with  a  \  objective  will  read- 
ily bring  one  of  them  within  the  field  of  our  vision.  The  peculiar 
method  of  progression,  causing  it  to  undergo  frequent  changes  in 
form,  has  led  to  its  being  called  anueba,  from  the  Greek  "change. v 
The  amcema  has  never  been  "dissected",  because  dissection  would 
simply  result  in  a  multiplication  of  itself.  Its  organs  have  never 
been  demonstrated,  because  it  is  a  single  unembodied  organ  itself. 
Hence  it  may  well  be  considered  a  type,  at  least  of  embryonic 
primitive  life.  The  multiplication  of  amoeba  is  precisely  as  germ- 
inal cells  multiply,  by  budding,  gemmation,  etc.,  in  short  all  the 
principles  and  phenomena  of  life  are  demonstrated  without  any  or- 
gans or  physical  characters  of  life. 
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Now  the  student  of  Surgical  Pathology  does  not  get  very  far  in 
his  studies  before  he  is  struck,  not  with  the  similarity  but  the  iden- 
tity of  the  amoeba  and  the  white-blood  cell.  In  or  out  of  the 
blood;  in  artificial  serum  on  the  slide  as  well  as  in  the  vessel;  in 
the  tissues  in  which  he  is  supposed  to  be  wandering  as  in  the  cur- 
rent of  the  circulation,  under  each  and  all  of  these  circumstances 
no  man  can  point  to  a  single  point  of  difference.  Its  mateoris  are 
amoeboid,  in  every  particular;  it  devours  and  appropriates  food 
from  the  tissues  and  the  blood  just  as  its  relative  does  who  has  nev- 
er formed  part  of  an  organized  body.  When  it  has  reached  the 
limit  of  its  days  it  forms  new  tissues  just  as  the  parent  germinal 
cell  does,  so  that  the  student  is  forced  to  admit  that  if  the  leuco- 
cyte is  not  a  veritable  amoeba  it  is  amceoboid  and  a  very  near  rela- 
tive indeed.  It  represents  the  physical  material  unit  of  the  organ- 
ic body,  is  the  element  through  which  and  by  which  life  is  main- 
tained and  the  standard  of  structural  integrity  is  continued.  The  vi- 
tal impress  in  the  leucocyte  is  imparted  to  the  whole  organism  of 
which  it  is  a  part,  and  as  like  produces  like,  any  permanent  vital 
change  in  the  bioplast  will  gradually  work  a  permanent  vital 
change  in  the  whole  body  with  which  it  is  in  relation. 

This  is  the  summary  of  the  position  held  to-day  by  the  majority 
of  surgical  pathologists,  and  it  would  seem  that  there  should  be  lit- 
tle difficulty  in  finding  satisfactory  proof  of  its  truth.  The  worst 
that  can  be  said  is  that  if  a  hypothesis  it  is  one  of  the  most  plau- 
sible character;  all  the  facts  agree,  and  the  only  doubt  can  be  pure- 
ly theoretical,  reversing  the  ordinary  character  of  a  hypothesis. 

Of  Guiteau,  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal  says:  "We 
feel  it  our  duty  to  reiterate  the  opinion  expressed  by  us  from  the 
first,  that  Guiteau  was  an  irresponsible  lunatic,  and  should  neither 
have  been  tried  by  an  ordinary  criminal  process,  nor  have  been 
sentenced  to  death." 

In  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  Edingurgh,  a  case  of  pregnancy 
at  49  (a  primipara),  one  of  a  M  maiden  "  at  50,  and  a  third  at  62, 
were  reported. 
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PROF.  S.  LILENTHAL,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  EDITOR. 

THE  PSORA  THEORY  AND  THE  MODERN  DERMATO- 
LOGIOAL  SCHOOL,  BY  DR.  MARTINY. 

We  never  accepted  to  the  letter  Hahnemann's  theory  of  chronic 
diseases,  which  teaches  their  origin  from  three  vices :  psora, 
syphilis  and  sycosis,  and  we  always  supported  the  doctrine  of 
diathesis.  Hahnemann's  theory  attracted  the  attention  of  physi- 
cians to  the  repercussion  of  skin  diseases,  and  thus  did  good  work 
by  showing  that  such  affections  are  not  always  purely  local,  and 
we  feel  pleased  to  count  among  its  adherents,  Dr.  Guibont,  Profes- 
sor at  the  hospital  St.  Louis,  of  Paris.  We  copy  his  clinical 
lecture  on 

ECZEMA  AND  PSORIASIS. 

Gentlemen.  After  a  long  journey  of  travelling  and  exploration, 
when  evening  comes  the  traveler  tries  to  collect  what  he  saw  into 
a  smaller  compass.  We  also  have  traveled  together  a  great  dis- 
tance and  we  have  seen  what  dermatology  is,  and  I  showed  you  that 
it  is  in  a  great  mahv  cases  the  expression,  the  veritable  translation 
to  the  external  integument  of  many  internal  affections ;  light  or 
grave  ones.  We  stulied  toother  ths  different  anatomical  lesions 
which  constitute  cutaneous  affections,  and  learned  to  differentiate 
one  from  the  other.  After  studying  the  details,  let  us  now  com- 
pare, among  others,  these  two  affections. 

Eczema  and  psoriasis  are  certainly  belonging  to  the  most  fre- 
quent and  important  skin  diseases,  and  we  consider  them  as  off- 
springs of  a  herpetic  diathesis.  Both  are  hereditary,  but  not  conta- 
gious ;  both  show  their  actions  by  secretions.  But  here  the  differ- 
ence begins.  Eczema  is  the  type  of  humid  secretions.  The  epi- 
dermis is  raised  in  vesicles,  and  after  they  break  the  secretion  con- 
tinues to  ooze  out  on  the  ulcerated  surface.    Psoriasis,  on  the  con- 
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trary.  is  the  type  of  dry,  secretory  affections.  In  the  latter  there 
is  nothing  humid,  all  is  absolutely  dry  ;  its  secretion  is  purely 
epidermis. 

Eczema  is  an  inflammation  ;  it  has  all  the  characters  and  symp- 
toms of  an  inflammatory  disease  :  congest  on,  redness,  tension, 
swelling,  heat  of  the  skin.  In  eczema  the  inflammation  manifests 
itself  by  a  sero-gummous  secretion,  which  is  its  principal  symp- 
tom, often  so  copious  that  it  may  be  considered  a  catarrh  of  the 
skin.  A  u  mg  its  stibj^tive  iufl  mn  vtory  symptoms  we  meet  sen- 
sation of  tension,  of  heat,  of  smarting  and  burning  ;  in  fact,  this 
burning  sensation  gave  to  rhe  disease  its  name.  In  psoriasis  every 
thing  is  different.  In  passing  over  from  eczema  to  psoriasis  it  is 
as  if  we  quit  the  tropical  region  to  enter  the  icy  north.  Eczemajis 
the  living  herpes,  humid,  hot  ;  psoriasis  is  a  dry,  dead  herpes  ;  its 
physiognomy  at  rest,  no  change,  always  the  same,  immovable,  a  pet- 
rified, parchment-like,  mummified,  dried-up  skin  deprived  of  its  se- 
cretions ;  sweat  does  not  moisten  it  any  more,  the  sebaceous 
glands  do  not  lubricate  it  any  more  ;  it  has  lost  its  flexibility,  its 
elasticity,  its  vitality.  Around  the  articulations,  around  the  nat- 
ural orifices,  it  does  not  accommodate  itself  to  the  movements  of 
the  indistensible  and  inert  membtane  ;  it  is  only  a  plated  armor, 
indolent,  and  the  skin  can  be  scraped  and  even  destroyed  without 
giving  the  least  pain. 

They  also  differ  in  their  duration  and  locality.  Eczema  is  an  in- 
flammatory affection  with  copious  humid  secretion  from  a  hot  sur- 
face, largely  provided  with  blood  vessels,  as  the  genital  zone,  the 
armpit  Psoriasis,  on  the  contrary,  needing  a  great  deal  of  epider- 
mis, affects  those  regions  where  the  epidermis  is  thick  and  abund- 
ant. Thus  on  the  lower  extremity  we  find  eczema  in  the  folds 
of  the  hamstring  and  psoriasis  at  the  knee  ;  in  the  upper  extremity 
eczema  in  the  folds  of  the  arm  and  psoriasis  at  the  elbows.  Still 
although  these  two  diseases  have  their  predilections,  just  as  plants 
preferring  humid  soil  can  also  grow  on  dry  land,  so  also  eczema  and 
psoriasis  maj'  meet  together  on  any  part  of  the  body,  but  then  their 
characters  will  be  modified  and  altered. 
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Eczema  and  psoriasis  also  differ  in  the  character  of  their  compli- 
cations. Eczema,  an  inflammatory  affection,  shows  also  in  its  com- 
plications an  inflammatory  type.  Thus  inflammation  may  attack 
the  very  hotbed  of  eczema  and  extend  through  the  whole  thickness 
of  the  skin  to  the  subcutaceous  cellular  tissue,  to  the  I3  mphatics, 
and  produce  an  erysipelas,  a  phlegmon,  a  lymplangitis  with  its 
branches.  Complications  may  also  be  visceral  and  may  be  found 
in  any  part  of  the  human  economy,  in  the  nervous  system,  diges- 
tive or  respiratory  tract,  as  acute  meningitis  or  encephalitis,  or 
bronchial  or  gastro-intestinal  catarrhs,  but  these  complications  are 
always  of  intensity,  corresponding  to  the  severity  of  the  eczema 
which  gave  it  birth. 

Psoriasis,  an  essentially  chronic  affection,  lends  also  to  all  its  com- 
plications the  same  chronic  character.  We  meet  here  chronic  pul- 
monic catarrhs  tending  often  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  in  rela- 
tion to  digestive  organs,  dyspepsia,  cancer  of  the  stomach  or  of  the 
intestines. 

[n  its  evolution  and  course  eczema  differs  again  from  psoriasis. 
Eczema  may  be  acute  or  chronic,  but  more  frequently  the  former  ; 
psoriasis  is  also  chronic — it  looks  to-day  as  it  did  yesterday,  and  is 
to-morrow  what  it  is  to-day. 

In  its  fourth  period  eczema  becomes  squamous  like  psoriasis,  but 
the  scales  differ  from  those  of  psoriasis  :  slender,  foliaceous,  opaque, 
containing  always  some  fluid  in  the  epidermic  coat  which  consti- 
tutes them,  scabby,  detaching  themselves  in  more  or  less  large 
lamella  with  ease  from  the  underlying  skin.  The  scales  of  psoriasis 
are  thick,  intimately  shingled  one  above  the  other  so  that  they  can 
only  be  detached  by  reducing:  them  to  powder,  and  never  with  a 
trace  oven  of  moisture.  And  yet  there  are  hybrid  cases  where  we 
are  undecided  to  which  class  they  belong.  There  is  a  lichenoid  ecz- 
ema, produced  by  a  union  of  lichen  and  eczema,  and  even  Hardy  ac- 
knowledges an  eczematous  psoriasis,  where  we  meet  the  thick  and 
strong  scales  of  psoriasis,  and  mixed  with  them  there  are  scabs 
which  when  detached  show  us  a  slightly  moist  skin. 

So  far  the  Professor  of  Dermatology  at  the  hospital  St.  Louis. 
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To  us  it  sounds  like  a  chapter  from  Hahnemann's  Chronic  Dis- 
eases.   

HYDRARGRYRUM  CYANATUM  IN  DIPHTHERIA. 

Dr.  Annushat,  in  Liegnitz,  after  complaining  of  his  failures  in 
diphtheria  with  Kali  chlor.,  Acid,  salieyl.,  Natr.  benz.,  combined 
with  inhalations  of  Aqua  calcis,  Acid  lact.,  etc.,  read  of  the  suc- 
cesses which  Erichsen  (Petersburger  Wochenschrift  II,  14  1877) 
had  with  Hydr.  cyanatum  in  diphtheria,  losing  only  three  children 
out  of  125  cases.  In  a  case  of  diphtheria  where  Annushat  used  it 
for  the  first  time  after  the  failure  of  other  treatment  (Hydr.  cyanat. 
0,1  Agua  menth.,  pip.  100.0,  every  hour  day  and  night  a  teaspoon- 
ftil),  locally  only  a  water  compress,  and  thus  succeeded  in  saving 
the  child.  Encouraged  he  then  used  it  in  diphtheria  faucium  and 
of  120  patients,  thus  treated,  he  saved  106  and  lost  14.  Inmost 
cases  after  24  hours  the  progress  of  the  disease  was  checked,  the 
membranes,  f  ormerly  of  a  glittering  whiteness,  took  on  a  dirty  grey 
color,  became  loose,  were  coughed  up,  or  where  they  still  adhered 
in  some  places,  could  be  carefully  removed  with  scissors;  the  diph- 
theritic ulcers  changed  into  simple  ones  with  good  granulations. 
With  the  retrogression  of  the  local  manifestations  the  fever,  the 
inappetency  and  the  sleeplessness  disappeared. 

The  date,  when  this  happens,  differs.  In  some  the  whole  process 
passed  off  in  three  eays.  In  other  cases  its  action  was  slower  ;  it 
took  six  to  eight  days,  till  all  the  membranes  disappeared  and  the 
diphtheria  cured  In  a  third  series  the  former  prescription  failed, 
the  diphtheria  progressed,  till  we  dared  to  give  Hydr.  cyanat.  0,2  to 
0,4  (000,0)  day  and  night  a  teaspoonful.  It  is  not  advisable  to  give 
from  the  start  these  large  doses,  as  it  easily  produces  severe  emesis, 
which  does  not  happen  so  frequently  when  we  begin  with  the  smaller 
quantity.  With  the  exception  of  a  slight  amblyopia  in  an  ana?- 
mic  girl  of  eight  years,  no  secondary  diseases  were  observed  after 
the  removal  of  the  diphtheria.  Of  all  children,  who  came  early 
under  treatment  with  some  small  white  spots  on  the  palatum  molle 
or  on  the  tonsils  and  uvula,  all  were  saved  by  the  Hydr.  cyanatum* 
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The  longer  and  the  more  the  diphtheria  had  progressed  and  the 
weaker  the  child  already  is,  the  more  unfavorable  the  prognosis.  It 
also  failed  in  laryngeal  complications.  During  the  whole  course  Of' 
the  disease  stimulants  (strong  Hungarian  wines  and  good  nourish- 
ment) is  necessary.  The  remedy  ought  to  be  continued  at  longer  in- 
tervals, for  two  weeks  or  longer,  to  prevent  relapses. — B,  K.  W.  43, 
JSSO.   ' 

APOMORPHINE  AS  AN  EXPECTORANT. 


Kormann  in  Dresden  used  Apomorphine  in  76  cases  of  bronchial 
catarrh  and  bronchiolitis,  in  two  cases  of  catarrhal  pneumonia, 
in  severe  acute  laryngitis  and  in  laryngeal  and  faucial  diphtheria. 
Doses  in  children  under  one  year  0,001  per  dosi  and  0,001  pro  diem 
in  a  solution  of  50,0  grinm.  With  every  year  up  to  the  eleventh 
he  raised  half  a  milligram  pro  dosi,  from  the  eleventh  onward  he 
raised  one  milligram.  The  drug  to  which  is  added  a  few  drops 
muriatic  acid  so  that  it  may  dissolve  better,  and  with  the  addition 
of  some  syrup  is  given  every  hour,  and  after  a  few  doses  the  dry 
murmurs  during  auscultation  are  changed  to  a  moist,  loose  cough. 
In  some  cases,  where  it  produced  vomiting  and  a  ratardation  of  the 
pulse,  which  may  especially  happen  in  ana?mic  and  weak  children, 
he  advises  the  addition  of  2-3  grms.  Liquor  Ammonia  Anisat.  In 
the  diphtheritic  case  he  alternates  it  with  Natrum  benz.  The 
strength  of  the  children  ought  to  be  supported  by  some  heavy 
wine— a  dose  every  three  hours.  A  contra  indication  to  Apomor- 
phine is  an  organic  stenosis  of  the  larynx  or  trachea.—. Jour  f.  Kin- 
derk van khe it  XV.  '2. 

New  Method  of  Applying  Electricity  for  the  Cure  of  Cere- 
bral and  Hysterical  Hemianesthesia. — Charcot  and  his  disci- 
ples use  horse-shoe-magnets  as  aisthesiogenous  agents  by  leaving 
it  in  direct  contact  with  the  anaesthetic  parts  from  one  hour  to  two 
or  three  days.  The  magnet  may  be  moved  about  from  one  part  of 
the  body  to  another  one.  In  a  case  of  lead-hemiplegia  and  hem- 
ianesthesia a  nearly  perfect  cure  followed  such  a  steady  applica- 
tion ;  in  another  case  of  grave  hysteria  Debose  prevented  transfert 
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by  applying  magnets  on  symmetrical  parts  of  the  body.  He  treated 
many  hysterical  patients  by  continued  and  bilateral  magnetizing, 
and  found  that  with  the  departure  of  the  anaesthesia  all  other  hyster- 
ical manifestations  (spasms,  catalepsy,  paralysis,  contractions,  ovar- 
ian pains,  etc..)  all  improved. — Progress  Med.  1880. 

• 

Eteotricity  IK  Colica  Saturnium. — It  is  well-known  that  in 
acute  lead-colic  the  pains  cease  as  soon  as  the  patient  has  a  copious 
alvine  discharge,  and  in  cases  where  other  means  failed,  Dr.  Roth 
always  succeeded  by  introducing  one  electrode,  covered  with  isolat- 
ing varnish  and  having  a  head  like  an  olive,  high  up  into  the  colon 
and  patting  the  other,  armsd  with  a  moist  sponge,  labile  on  the 
abdominal  walls  and  lumbar  vertebrae  and  passing  through  the 
body  a  strong  current  for  8—10  minutes.  Constant  strong  contrac- 
tions of  the  abdominal  muscles  follow,  and  the  patient  may  come 
plain  of  severe  pains,  which  pass  off  after  the  succeeding  copious 
stool. — Memorabilica  8,  1880. 

Post  Partem  Hemorrhage,  a  New  Treatment,  by  Prof. 
Baetz,  Tokio.— Baetz  tamponed  the  vagina  with  his  fist,  and 
compresses  with  the  other  hand  the  labia  majora  firmly  around  the 
wrist  of  the  hand  in  the  vagina,  so  that  not  a  drop  of  blood  can  be 
lost.  Another  person  compresses  the  uterus  from  above  the  sym- 
physis, or  where  the  accoucheur  wishes  to  compress  the  uterus  from 
ontride,  the  labia  may  be  compressed  by  some  other  person. — Med. 
Xenigk.  1880.   

Borax  in  Surgery.  (Medical  Becord.)— The  fact  that  borax  is  a 
powerful  germicide,  and  yet  is  without  a  poisonous  properties  to 
the  individual,  is  clean  and  odorless  and  convenient,  has  not  been 
so  widely  recognized  as  it  should  be,  according  to  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  Times.  Surgeons  are  strongly  recommended  to  use  it 
more  extensively  as  a  substitute  for  carbolic  spray  or  the  now  pop- 
ular iodoform. 

Borax,  we  understand,  has  been  given  quite  an  extensive  trial  in 
some  of  the  New  York  hospitals.  It  gives  fair  results,  but  none 
that  are  extraordinary. 


zed  by  Google 


1882] 


AMERICAN  OBSERVER. 


367 


C.  P.  HART,  If.   D.,  WYOMING.  OHIO,  EDITOR. 


THE  ADVANTAGES  OF  HOM(EOPATHY  IN  THE  TREAT- 
MENT OF  THE  INSANE. 

(From  the  New  England  Medical  Gazette.) 
BY  SELDON  H.  TALCOTT,  M.  I).  MIDDLETOWN,  N.  Y. 

We  propose  in  this  paper  to  briefly  portray,  in  as  plain  and  prac- 
tical manner  as  possible,  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  homoe- 
opathic medication  of  those  who  suffer  with  mental  aberration. 

To  begin  with,  we  will  illustrate  by  presenting  a  condensed 
synopsis  ot  results  already  attained  at  the  only  homoeopathic  asylum 
under  State  patronage  in  this  couutry, — we  mean  the  one  located 
at  JVIiddletown,  N.  \  .  This  institution  was  opened  for  the  admis- 
sion of  patieuts  in  June,  1874.  It  is,  therefore,  in  the  eighth  year 
of  its  existence  and  active  usefulness.  There  have  been  treated  at 
this  asylum  about  eleven  hundred  patients;  nearly  nine  hundred 
of  these  have  been  discharged,  and  the  remainder — somewhat  over 
two  hundred,  are  now  under  treatment.  Of  those  discharged,  over 
forty-Jive  per  cent,  were  fully  restored  to  mental  health.  The  death 
rate  at  this  asylum  has  varied  from  seven  to  four  per  cent.  During 
the  past  four  years  the  death  rate  has  averaged  a  little  more  than 
four  and  one-half  per  cent. 

Now,  in  considering  these  very  favorable  results,  it  is  well  to  re- 
member that  the  asylum  is  located  but  sixty -six  miles  from  New 
York  city,  in  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  populous  sections  of  the 
United  States.  The  material,  therefore,  which  it  necessarily  re- 
ceives is  not  the  best  or  most  favorable  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
recoveries.  In  more  recently  settled  States,  where  the  population 
is  yet  vigorous,  and  where  inmates  of  asylums  share,  to  a  considera- 
ble extent,  the  general  vigor  of  the  masses,  there  are  larger  oppor- 
tunities for  successful  treatment  of  the  insane  than  in  those  com- 
monwealths which  are  burdened  with  a  certain  amount  of  aged, 
effete,  and  decaying  humanitj'. 

Again,  the  managers  of  the  Homoeopathic  Asylum  at  Middletown 
have  often  been  requested  (and  these  requests  have  been  complied 
with)  to  admit  to  its  wards,  for  treatment,  patients  who  have  for 


evident  detriment  of  the  asylum's  curative  records)  for  the  purpose 
of  accommodating  those  anxious  friends  of  the  insane  who  were 
clutching  eagerly  at  the  last  straw  of  uncertain  hope.    It  is  but 


This  has  been  done  (to  the 
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justice,  therefore,  to  the  Homoeopathic  Asylum,  while  considering 
its  already  notable  achievements,  to  state  also  some  of  the  disadvan- 
tages against  which  it  has  worked.  But  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
numerous  cases,  hopeless  from  the  very  outset,  have  been  admitted 
to  its  wards,  the  triumphs  achieved  by  the  Homoeopathic  Asylum  at 
Middletown  have  been  such  as  to  warrant  the  establishment  and 
equipment  of  a  similar  asylum  for  the  insane  in  every  State  of  the 
Union.  Not  only  would  the  cures  wrought  in  such  asylums  com- 
pensate for  their  erection,  but  the  competition  thus  excited  would 
stimulate  the  managers  of  other  asylums  to  better  work  and  more 
scrupulous  care;  and  thus  the  general  effects  upon  all  institutions 
for  the  insane  would  be  beneficial  in  the  extreme. 

But  let  us  proceed  to  an  enumeration  of  the  particular  advan- 
tages that  may  be  derived  from  the  homoepathatic  treatment  of  the 
insane. 

First.  We  believe  that  this  method  of  treatment  is  safer,  as  well 
as  more  curative,  than  any  other.  Every  physician  knows  the  pos- 
sible dangers  which  mny  arise  from  the  administration  of  drugs  in 
overpowering  doses.  This  danger  is  peculiarly  apt  to  occur  in  the 
treatment  of  the  insane;  and  especially  where  the  effort  is  made  to 
subdue  a  disturbed  patient  by  the  use  of  large  quantities  of  sleep- 
compelling  medicines.  To  overcome  the  mental  excitement  of  a 
Ccise  of  acute  mania  by  such  means  is  a  procedure  that  invites  most 
unwelcome  risks.  Powerful  medication  may  not  only  "  quiet  the 
patient/1  but  it  may  likewise  arrest  or  prevert  the  functions  of  the 
brain  to  an  extent  far  exceeding  the  disastrous  influences  of  the 
disease  which  the  physician  is  endeavoring  to  combat;  and  thus  the 
new  pathological  changes  induced  by  the  drug  may  prove  greater 
obstacles  to  recovery  than  the  original  malady.  From  a  careful 
study  of  their  histories,  we  are  forced  to  the  opinion  that  many 
patients  have  been  hurried  into  dementia  by  the  unwise  act  of 
subduing  sedatives,  who  might,  under  milder  medication,  have  been 
permanently  and  safely  restored  to  physical  and  mental  health. 

Moreover,  when  the  patient  is  placed  under  the  benumbing 
influences  of  such  remedies  as  hydrate  of  chloral,  or  the  bromides, 
it  is  impossible  after  that  to  detect  with  accuracy  the  actual  condi- 
tion, progress,  and  severity  of  the  disease  which  one  is  attempting 
to  treat.  The  work  of  curing  the  sick  in  such  cases  has  degener- 
ated to  a  game  of  blind-man's-buff.  The  physician's  eyes  are  ban- 
daged, as  it  were,  by  his  own  hands,  and,  thus  equipped  for  battle 
with  disease,  he  blindly  and  vainly  attempts  to  catch  a  cure.  But 
too  often,  alas!  for  the  patient,  the  Fates  do  not  favor  him. 

Secondly.  Patients  who  recover  under  homoeopathic  treatment 
are  less  liable  to  relapse  than  those  who  are  supposed  to  recover 
under  massive  dosage.  Nor  do  they  suffer  from  the  after-effects  of 
extensive  medication.  We  have  no  such  camp  followers  or  disabled 
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veterans  as  "  chloral  drunkard*,"  or  "  victims  of  the  opium  habit  ;,ir 
nor  are  our  patients,  once  freed  from  the  thraldom  of  disease,  hence- 


Those  who  recover  from  their  insanity  by  the  use  of  homojo- 
pathic  medicines  regain  their  normal  mental  status  gradually,  but 
steadily  and  surely;  and  they  leave  the  asylum  with  their  systems- 
unvitiated  by  huge  potions  of  destructive  poisons.  Drug  danger  to» 
the  human  system  can  hardly  be  overestimated.  For  evidence  of 
this  fact  witness  the  vast,  weary  army  of  those  who  will  suffer  to* 
the  end  of  live  from  mercury  and  opium,  from  chloral  and  bromide- 
of  potash.  These  drugs  are  like  fire  and  water,  useful  and  obedient 
servants  when  carefully  and  economically  applied,  but  most  dan- 
gerous elements  when  turned  loose  en  masse  to  wreak  their  de- 
stroying powers  within  the  temples  of  helpless  unfortunates^ 

Thirdly.  Upon  the  score  of  economy,  we  may  urge  the  estal>- 
lishment  of  houia'opathic  asylums  and  hospitals  for  the  treatment  ot" 
the  imsaue  and  sick.  During  the  year  1870,  while  the  institution  was 
under  my  charge,  there  were  treated  at  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital 
Ward's  Island,  N.  Y.,  3,077  cases,  at  an  average  yearly  cost,  for 
drugs  and  liquors,  at  fifty-three  cents  for  each  patient.  At  Char- 
ity Hospital  on  Black  well's  Island — an  institution  under  old-sehool 
management — there  were  treated  8,621  cases,  at  an  average  cost,, 
for  drugs  and  liquors,  of  $1.53  for  each  patient.    The  saving  to  the- 


of  these  patients  been  substituted  for  the  <k  regular  '  method,  woulcfc 
have  been  $8,621, — a  sum  large  enough  to  purchase  over  one  thou- 
sand barrel*  of  flour. 

The  death  rate  during  that  year  at  the  Homteopathic  Hospital 
was  six  and  one-tenth  per  cent.  The  mortality  at  Charity  Hos- 
pital during  the  same  year  was  eight  and  one-eighth  per  cent.  So* 
it  seems  that  in  this  instance,  at  least,  the  greater  the  amount  or 
drugs  used  the  larger  the  death  rate  became. 

Fourthly.  We  claim  that  under  homoeopathic  treatment  the 
beneficial  effects  of  good  diet,  of  employment,  of  amusement,  audi 
of  all  measures  essential  to  speedy  and  Mire  restoration  of  the  in- 
sane are  more  favorably  manifested  than  under  a  system  of  practice- 
where  the  forces  of  nature  are  disturbed  and  overpowered  by  the- 
useof  unnecessary  quantities  of  deleterious  drugs.  The  stomach* 
that  is  super  freighted  with  medicine  cnnnot  receive  and  digest 
with  its  customary  readiness  and  power  the  food  which  is  neces- 
sary to  recuperate  a  body  that  is  worn  and  enfeebled  by  disease.. 
A  brain  stupefied  with  narcotics  cannot  perform  even  simple  tasks, 
or  engage  in  light  amusements  with  that  zest,  enjoyment,  and  ben- 
fit  characteristic  of  a  brain  uninfluenced  by  such  abhorrent  forces. 
Fifthly.    The  administration  of  the  laws  of  kindness  is  mot4 
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readily  accomplished  in  an  institution  where  benign  rn.-dication 
prevails.  The  patient  whose  faculties  are  uncancelled  by  the  ob- 
literating juice  of  the  poppy,  or  unburdened  by  the  effects  of  strange 
compounds  from  the  pharmacy,  is  one  who  most  readily  appre- 
ciates the  efforts  made  for  his  restoration  by  those  around  him. 
Though  suffering  from  the  cankeing  curse  of  disease,  he  is  yet 
free  from  the  more  aggravating  stupor  of  drugs;  and  in  many  in- 
stances he  enjoys  most  heartily  his  freedom  from  obfuscating 
medicines,  as  well  as  his  privileges  ih  other  directions. 

Sixthly,  In  an  asylum  where  homoeopathic  treatment  prevails 
the  p.itients  are  but  little  inclined  to  delusions  of  poisoning;  an 
if  such  delusions  do  arise  in  the  minds  of  the  insane,  they  ar 
more  quickly  dispelled  under  mild  than  under  heroic  medication. 
To  allay,  by  gentle  measures,  the  fears  of  the  insane  that  they  are 
being  killed  or  tortured  by  poison,  is  one  of  the  happiest  achieve- 
ments of  the  earnest  and  philanthropic  alienist. 

Seventhly.  Where  mild  medicines,  in  palpable  and  attractive 
form,  are  given  the  insane,  there  is  usually  no  disgust  excited  in 
their  minds;  nor  is  hatred  engendered  in  their  hearts  against  their 
attendants.  Hence  little  or  no  force  is  required  in  their  adminis- 
tration. And  to  avoid  a  necessity  for  restraint,  in  the  treatment  of 
the  insane,  is  to  keep  pace  with  the  requirements  of  our  times. 

We  have  presented  a  few  of  the  reasons  why  we  believe  homceo- 
pathic  treatment  for  the  insane  to  be  the  best  that  is  known;  and 
we  trust  that  these  reasons  will  receive  the  thoughtful  considera- 
tion of  those  who  read  them. 


COLLIXSOXIA  CANADENSIS. 

Dr.  E.  B.  Shuldham,  in  the  Homoeopathic  Work?,  makes  the  following 
report: 

My  introduction  to  this  medicine  was  given  me  by  a  patient.  Of  course 
I  had  known  of  Collimonia,  and  had  read  of  its  virtues,  but  I  had  not 
made  any  clinical  use  of  this  medicine  until  it  was  brought  prominently 
before  me  by  a  failure  of  my  own. 

Failures,  on  the  one  hand,  delightfully  humiliating;  but,  on  the  other, 
they  are  are  wonderfully  improving.  My  failure  certainly  humbled  me» 
hut  it  also,  I  hope,  improved  my  practice.  Let  me  describe  my  defeat; 
it  is  instructive. 

Some  years  ago  I  attended  a  young  lady  at  Croydon,  who  suffered 
from  troublesome  constipation,  and  also  from  piles.  The  stools  were 
very  large  and  rather  dry,  and  at  times  there  was  "an  attack  of  piles." 

I  gave  Bryonia  and  Sulphur  for  several  weeks  with  deckled  advan- 
tage to  the  constipation,  but  with  very  little  benefit  to  the  piles. 
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My  "  Hahnemannian "  friends  will  see  that  Bryonia  was  rightly 
chosen  for  "large  and  dry  motions;"  and  Sulphur  was  called  for  by  the 
large,  bine,  venons  swellings  which  protude  after  stool,  and  which  are 
commonly  known  as  piles. 

I  gave  Bryonia  in  the  1st  and  2d  decimal  dilutions,  and  Sulphur  in  the 
3d  decimal  trituration. 

Well,  one  day  I  was  sent  for  by  my  patient,  and  found  her  in  bed,  suf- 
fering from  a  large  pile  which  had  protruded,  and  would  not  go  back 
of  its  own  sweet  will.  After  a  while,  with  gentle  manipulation,  I  re- 
turned the  pile.  Then  I  gave  ASsculus  Hippocastanum,  for  the  patient 
complained  of  that  dull  ache  in  the  sacrum  which  is  characteristic  of 
this  remedy,  and  I  actually  was  loose  enough  in  my  practice  to  add 
Belladonna  to  my  prescription.  The  attack  gave  way,  but  my  treat- 
ment was  not  brilliant,  it  was  hardly  satisfactory.  My  patient  went 
away  from  Croydon  to  a  friend  in  the  country.  She  had  an  attack  sim- 
ilar to  the  last  suffered  from  at  Croydon.  She  was  prescribed  for,"  and 
quickly  relieved. 

At  our  next  interview  she  told  me  the  story  of  her  sufferings,  and  of 
her  relief;  and  she  said  to  me,  "I  am  sure  you  would  like  to  know  what 
relieved  me,  and  so  I  have  brought  the  bottle  of  medicine  given  me." 

1  took  the  little  bottle  in  my  hand.  It  had  a  label  with  Collinsonia 
Canadensis  on  it;  the  dilution  was  the  second  decimal.  Like  Cuttle, 
having  found  this  remedy,  I  made  a  note  of  it.  I  was  grateful  to  my 
patient,  and  have  been  eyer  since.  I  have  found  this  medicine  most  use- 
ful in  the  case  of  piles  which  bleed,  but  only  on  great  pressure,  and 
when  the  flow  is  venous  and  not  arterial. 

Constipation  is  generally  associated  with  the  pile  trouble,  and  some- 
times the  bowel  itself  prolapses.  I  have  given  this  remedy  to  a  relative 
of  mine  who  is  well  advanced  in  years,  who  has  prolapse  of  the  sphinc- 
ter, venous  bleeding,  and  occasional  constipation.  The  results  are  most 
satisfactory. 

I  gave  it  to  a  lady  patient  who  had  a  very  large  internal  pile.  She 
suffered  from  constipation,  and  one  day,  in  straining  at  stool,  both  the 
pile  and  sphincter  prolapsed. 

I  was  sent  for  in  hot  haste  from  London  to  Guildford,  and  though  the 
parts  were  enormously  swollen  and  congested,  after  free  lubrication  of 
sweet  oil  and  continuous  gentle  pressure  I  returned  the  whole  mass. 
Then  Collinsonia  reduced  all  inflammatory  symptoms,  and  gave  the 
bowels  comfortable  relief. 

Those  of  ray  colleagues  who  have  not  made  trial  of  this  remedy  need 
not  fear  to  give  it  to  their  patients  in  the  low  dilutions.  In  the  tinc- 
ture, 1st,  2d,  and  :id  decimal  act  well,  and  do  not  aggravate.  Of  the 
higher  dilutions  I  know  nothing;  of  the  lower  dilutions  I  have  many 
good  words  to  report. 

Sulphur  follows  well,  and  I  have  a  preference  for  the  3rd  decimal 
trituration. 
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BY  D.    D.  BARTHOLOMEW,    M.  I).,  HOLLY,  MICH. 


Of  all  diseases  to  which  mankind  are  subject,  none  makes  such 
ravages  as  consumption  of  the  lungs.  It  is  a  very  common  form 
of  disease,  and  spares  neither  the  high  nor  the  low,  the  rich  nor  the 
poor;  from  all  classes  of  society  it  gathers  its  victims.  How  many 
hearths  have  been  darkened  by  this  fell  destroyer  the  past  year? 
how  many  bright  hopes  crushed  to  the  earth?  and  still,  how 
many  have  the  dark  shadow  thrown  over  them  at  present?  The 
most  remarkable  phenomena  with  reference  to  consumption  is.  that 
though  it  has  entered  our  houses,  taken  its  victims  from  our  own 
firesides,  robbed  us  of  friends  and  relatives,  yet  we  do  not  seem  to 
have  a  wholesome  fear  of  it — a  fear  that  would  lead  us  to  inquire 
into  its  nature,  its  causes,  or  the  means  by  which  we  may  ward  off 
its  attacks.  What  is  consumption?  It  is  a  condition  identical 
with  tuberculosis  or  scrofula,  being  invariably  produced  by  defi- 
cient vitalization  of  the  blood;  a  very  prevalent  form  of  blood  dis- 
ease, the  precise  nature  of  which  is  not  well  known,  but  the  watery 
portions  of  that  fluid  are  increased.  There  is  also  a  marked  dimi- 
nution of  the  red  corpuscles,  and  it  is  more  plastic  and  albuminous. 
The  cause  that  produces  the  diathesis  that  is  termed  consumptive, 
may  be  some  hereditary  depression  of  the  brain,  or  some  condition 
of  enfeebled  vital  p;>wer  that  is  acquired  during  life.  The  correct 
definition  of  this  condition  is  a  depressed  vital  power;  an  enfeebled 
vital  force  under  which  we  have  blood  elaborated  in  the  body, 
feeble  in  all  the  elements  of  life;  a  defect  in  the  organic  cell,  a 
fluid  highly  albuminous,  defective  in  its  organizable  capacity,  liable 
at  any  time,  when  the  circulation  is  excited  or  some  part  irri- 
tated, to  be  effused  into  the  luugs,  brain,  bowels,  etc.;  and  once 
thrown  out  its  watery  portions  are  absorbed,  and  its  more  solid 
portions  aggregate  together  and  form  little  round  masses,  which 
are  called  tubercles.  The  causes  of  this  condition  are  in  the  deter- 
ioration of  the  essential  elements  of  vitality — brain  life. 
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ITS  CAUSE  MAY  liE  HEREDITARY'. 

Under  this  head  we  will  class  incompatibility  of  temperament 
and  of  race.  The  marriage  of  blood  relations,  of  persons  of  the 
same  mental  condition ;  color  of  hair,  eyes  and  skin  alike.  The 
same  location  produces  a  lower  grade  of  life  in  the  offspring,  which 
is  scrofulous.  Races  are  perfectly  incompatible;  the  stock  pro- 
duced, if  any,  being  lower  than  either  of  the  mingling  parents. 
This  is  one  grand  cause  of  the  great  increase  of  consumption  in  our 
midst.  There  is  an  incompatibility  in  agjs  whenever  the  paternal 
member  exceeds  the  maternal  over  fifteen  years.  The  race  is 
strumous.  The  eating,  drinking  and  drugging  of  parents,  if  deleter- 
ious, will  generate  offspring  deficient  in  all  the  elements  of  life. 
Take,  for  example,  the  children  of  the  drunkard  ;  scrofulous,  espec- 
ially of  the  brain  type,  he  takes  his  place  in  deteriorating  the  foun- 
tains of  life  in  the  nation  to  which  he  belongs.  Monotony  of  life, 
vivid  impressions,  if  depressing,  will  depreciate  the  stock;  exces- 
sive mental  or  physical  exertion  will  also  deteriorate  it.  Uterine 
activity  during  pregnancy,  an  exhibition  of  the  depressing  passions 
during  the  same  condition,  will  also  render  the  child  scrofulous. 
Town  life,  factory  labor,  use  of  stimulants,  syphilitic  taint,  inde- 
pendent of  those  causes  operating  in  creating  a  lower  grade  of  hu- 
man life.  The  parents  may  have  married  with  the  diathesis  in- 
tense; if  so,  the  progeny  will  be  poor  as  regards  life  force — it  will 
die  enr\y.  If  the  diathesis  of  the  parents  is  extreme,  a  condition  of 
non-procreation  will  take  place;  for  an  impure  human  breed  can- 
not be  sustained  beyond  a  certain  point.  There  is  no  such  thing 
as  the  production  of  a  morbid  race;  the  evil  arrests  itself  in  non- 
production. 

Causes  that  produce  this  condition  may  be  acquired  during  life. 
Difficult  teething,  worms,  acidity  of  the  stomach,  diarrhoea,  im- 
proper hygienic  and  dietetic  management,  may  all  depress  the  vital 
forces  of  a  child  and  create  a  scrofulous  habit— a  lower  stratum  ot 
m*nti1  life  B£»*ntrn-iHon  during  lactation  or  pregnancy,  is  a 
fruitful  cause.  Any  kind  of  irritation  may  be  productive  of  it- 
Infantile  disease,  if  maltreated  by  mercury  and  tartar  emetic,  tend 
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to  produce  it.  Irritations  of  the  organs  of  generation,  either  in 
male  or  female,  is  pre-eminently  productive  of  a  lower  grade  of 
brain  life.  Here  we  have  the  irritation  passing  directly  to  the 
brain,  with  an  immediate  result.  Ah  immoral  atmosphere  radiating 
around,  and  penetrating  the  tender  tendrils  of  our  youth,  produces 
it.  The  novels  and  romances  printed  and  circulated  in  sensational 
form  create  certain  conditions.  A  lower  grade  of  life,  meagre  food.  A 
climate  non-indigenous  to  the  race.  When  this  diathesis  exists,  it 
modifies  and  influences  any  disease  with  which  the  patient  may  be  at- 
tacked; indeed,  it  predisposes  to  morbid  conditions,  and  renders  them 
more  persistent  and  intractable.  A  question  naturally  suggests  itself: 
How  do  we  know  this  condition  of  constitutional  debility — defec- 
tive vital  force?  If  the  patient  is  of  a  sanguine  temperament,  the 
hair  is  dry,  the  skin  remarkably  lair  and  thin,  showing  the  blue 
veins  wandering  underneath  it,  and  presenting  a  peculiar  contrast 
between  red  and  white;  eyes  light  blue  or  dark,  characterized  by 
great  delicacy  and  vivacity;  muscles  soft  and  flabby.  If  of  a  bil- 
ious temperament,  the  aspect  is  dull,  sluggish;  eyes  gray  or  hazel: 
disposition  heavy  and  listless.  In  both  temperaments,  a  protuber- 
ant condition  of  the  eyeballs;  skin  thin  and  easily  raised  from  the 
structures  beneath.  All  the  natural  functions  are  liable  to  be  per- 
formed irregularly.  Digestion  is  feeble;  tongue  coated,  red  on  its 
tips  and  edges;  appetite  deficient;  abnormal  cravings;  bowels  tor- 
pid; skin  dry;  blood  thin,  watery;  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries 
feeble  As  a  rule,  puberty  is  either  early  or  retarded;  sexual  pas- 
sions strongly  manifests  a  species  of  hyperemia  of  the  organs  of 
generation — a  deficiency  of  life  in  every  structure  of  the  body.  The 
diathesis  may  remain  latent  in  the  system,  and  the  patieut  pass  along 
to  a  good  old  age  and  die  without  any  manifestations,  unless  some 
lowering  agency,  some  condition  of  irritation  or  depression  should 
occur.  If  this  condition  of  irritation  should  occur  from  cold,  or  wet, 
or  inhalation  of  dust,  or  any  other  irritant  which  gives  evidence  of 
nervous  depression,  there  is  an  accelerated  pulse,  and  as  the  disease 
gains  a  foothold,  the  patient  experiences  flashes  of  heat,  burning  and 
tingling  of  the  face,  soles  of  the  feet,  palms  of  the  hands;  and  you 
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will  observe  that  it  is  towards  evening's  approach  that  these  symp- 
toms are  well  marked.  There  is  an  increased  action  of  the  heart; 
more  frequent  respirations;  all  pointing  to  an  impairment  of  the 
life  forces.  And  this  general  condition  of  depression  usually  aids 
the  local  irritation.  .They  generally  act  or  exist  simultaneously, 
although  one  may  exist  without  the  other. 

Although  I  believe  the  primary  cause  of  consumption  to  be  a  de- 
ficiency of  brain  structure — a  defect  in  the  organic  brain  cell — we 
know  that  it  is  a  condition  easily  remedied,  with  proper  treatment. 
Many  physicians  believe  that  the  cause  is  a  particle  of  some  foreign 
matter  or  parasite  inhaled  into  the  lung  structure.  Others,  again, 
believe  that  it  is  a  disease  of  the  pancreas,  caused  by  a  deficiency  of 
the  pancreatic  juice  to  digest  the  fatty  portions  of  the  food  in  the 
duodenum  ;  hence  the  patient  dies  or  starves  for  the  want  of  fat  in 
the  system.  Those  two  latter  theories  can  easily  be  refuted.  If  it 
was  caused  by  a  parasite,  why  did  it  not  exist  in  all  the  ages  of  the 
world,  and  in  all  nations? 

The  insufficient  amount  of  pancreatic  secretion  can  be  easily  ex- 
plained on  the  principle  of  a  deficiency  of  life  in  the  fountain  head 
— the  brain.  All  the  organs  must  suffer  when  there  is  a  lack  of 
power  in  this  organ.  Hence,  indigestion,  torpid  liver,  impaired 
function  of  the  skin,  obstruction  of  the  kidneys,  etc.  A  more  in- 
telligent class  have  eudeavored  to  explain  the  primary  condition  as 
being  confined  to  the  stomach.  Now,  when  there  is  weak  diges- 
tion, food  is  retained  a  long  time  in  the  stomach;  fermentation 
takes  place,  and  acids  are  formed.  These  act  as  depressants,  im- 
pairing the  alimentary  molecules  of  the  blood,  rendering  it  feeble 
in  all  the  essential  elements  of  life;  hence  the  body  is  imperfectly 
sustained,  and  disease  commences  its  ravages.  We  claim  that,  iu 
ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred,  the  first  cause  exists  in  the 
brain.  The  effect  of  brain  depression  is  this  morbid  condition  of 
the  stomach.  The  true  condition,  then,  we  believe  to  be  a  defi- 
ciency of  brain  elements— a  want  of  more  nerve  force— an  exhausted 
condition  of  that  tissue,  and  vitality  in  the  nerve  cell.  Believing 
in  this  theory,  what  do  we  find  in  the  poor  unfortunate  sufferer? 


Digitized  by  Google 


376 


AMERICAN"  OBSERVER 


[Aug. 


We  find  si  feebleness  of  vital  force;  every  structure,  every  tissue  of 
the  body,  is  destitute  of  nerve  vigor. 

What  are  the  symptoms,  from  the  earliest  period  up  to  the  ter- 
mination  of  the  disease. 

Loss  of  flesh  is  often  an  early  symptom,  and  a  very  persistent  and 
remarkable  one.  It  generally  takes  place  before  there  is  any  cough 
•or  expectoration.  The  remarkable  emaciation  is  due  to  a  deficiency 
of  nerve  force,  imperfect  digestion  and  mal-assimilation.  Excess  of 
•waste  in  the  later  stages  may  hasten  the  progress  of  these  symp- 
toms. There  is  a  gradual  loss  of  hair,  protuberant  eyeballs,  chubbed 
Kiails,  and  a  delicate  skin,  easily  raised  from  the  subcutaneous 
structure  beneath,  brought  about  by  the  deficient  assimilation, 
wasting,  etc.  Another  most  remarkable  symptom  is  the  suffering 
the  patient  endures  from  flushes  of  heat  and  cold;  nervous  debility 
as  the  result.  Also,  a  permanent  increase  of  animal  heat,  a  slightly 
saecelerafced  pulse,  respirations  more  numerous;  all  evidences  of  di- 
aniuished  vitalitj'.  Our  rule  being  the  higher  the  pulse  the  greater 
t&he  heat;  the  more  frequent  the  respirations  the  lower  the  vital 
[power.  Those  symptoms  may  be  present,  or  may  be  associated 
with  cough  and  expectoration.  The  cough,  at  first,  is  often  due 
saiore  to  irritation  and  depression  of  the  laryngeal  and  pharyngeal 
iierves.  At  a  later  period  it  is  due  to  a  foreign  body  in  the  lung, 
finding  its  way  into  the  bronchial  tube.  Also  in  certain  occupations 
in  which  the  lungs  become  exposed  to  dust  and  other  irritating 
substances  floating  in  the  air;  the  inhalation  of  noxious  vapors; 
unwholesome  air  arising  from  imperfect  ventilation;  the  cough 
may  be  due  to  an  effort  of  nature  to  eliminate  this  foreign  sub- 
stance. The  cough  is  attended,  at  first,  with  an  expectoration  of 
colorless  sputum,  of  a  frothy  mucus  nature,  and  subsequently  of  a 
white  or  yellowish  opaque  matter,  very  like  what  may  be  expec- 
torated in  an  ordinary  cold.  This  state  of  things  may  last  for  some 
time,  undergoing  few  or  no  changes;  but,  as  the  disease  progresses, 
4!ie  expectoration  consists  of  a  tuberculous  matter,  dull,  yellowish 
streams,  floecnl  »nt-like  fragments,  are  involved  in  the  sputa;  the  ex- 
pectoration is  streaked  with  blood,  pus,  etc.    Bloody  expectoration 
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is  due  to  abrasion  or  softening  of  tubercular  formations  over  a  por- 
tion of  a  bronchial  vessel;  dullnesson  percussion  of  the  apex  of  the 
lung.    The  left  lung  is  more  subject  to  abrasions,  and  to  the  effu- 
sions of .tubjrcules  than  the  right,  and  by  preference  is  deposited 
in  the  apex  of  the  lung,  inflammation  taking  place  at  the  base. 
Noticing  the  anatomical  condition  of  the  part,  we  find  an  absence  of 
intercostal  movement;  this  is  an  excellent  diagnostic  mark.  The  hec- 
tic fever  which  accompanies  consumption  creeps  on  the  patient  insid- 
iously.   He  feels  chilly,  perhaps,  toward  evening,  and  in  the  night 
his  hands  and  feet  feel  hot  and  burning,  and  towards  morning  he 
perspires.    The  perspiration  is  sometimes  moderate;  sometimes  the 
patient  is  drenched  with  it.    The  night  sweats  are  indications  of 
great  brain  and  nerve  depression.    This  symptom  is  often  very  dis- 
tressing to  the  patient,  making  him  even  dread  to  go  to  sleep;  it 
tends,  also,  to  the  rapid  exhaustion  of  his  strength.    There  is  a 
marked  disturbance  of  the  digestive  functions,  with  acidity  of  the 
stomach.    There  is  a  general  depressed  condition  of  all  the  organs 
of  assimilation.    The  food  is  not  kindly  received,  and  the  patient 
has  a  disgust  for  both  victuals  and  medicine.    Sometimes  the  ap- 
petite is  voracious.    The  urine  is  pale,  limpid,  and  considerable  in 
quantity.    The  presence  of  phosphates  and  chlorates  in  the  urine, 
in  great  abundance,  in  all  cases  of  consumption,  is  a  notorious  fact, 
and  a  presumptive  argument  in  favor  of  the  disease  being  essenti- 
ally a  depression  of  the  nervous  system.    The  bowels,  at  first  but 
little  affected,  gradually  yield  to  the  general  depression,  and  from 
a  slight  disturbance,  proceed  to  lose  their  equilibrium;  and  during 
the  last  stage  of  this  fearful  malady  a  colliquative  diarrhoea  sets  in, 
which  soon  destroys  the  little  remaining  strength.    In  the  earliest 
stage  of  tuberculosis,  the  depressed  condition  of  the  lung  can  be 
detected  by  the  use  of  the  galvanic  battery  before  consolidation 
takes  place.  I  invariably  apply  it  to  detect  the  tender  spot,  if  there  be 
one;  to  detect  any  breaking  down;  and  as  a  general  thing,  I  am  able 
to  decide.    If  tender,  the  patient  will  complain  of  an  extreme  sense 
of  soreness  over  the  affected  part.    In  the  la>t  stage  of  phthisis  the 
emaciation  is  so  great  that  the  patient  approac  hes  in  appearance  a 


378  A  ME  ilCAN"   OBSERVER.  [Aug. 

mere  skeleton ;  his  countenance  is  altered,  his  cheek  bones  are 
prominent,  his  eyes  hollow  and  languid;  the  hair  falls  off,  the 
nails  are  of  a  livid  color,  the  feet  are  affected  with  cedematous  or 
dropsical  swellings.  To  the  end  of  the  disease  the  senses  remain 
entire,  and  the  mind  is  confident  and  full  of  hope.  There  is  a  pe- 
culiar exhilaration  of  the  mental  faculties.  It  is,  indeed,  a  peculiar 
symptom  attendant  on  consumption,  that  those  laboring  under  it 
are  seldom  apprehensive  or  aware  of  danger;  and  it  is  no  uncommon 
occurrence  to  meet  with  a  person  in  the  most  advanced  stages 
flattering  themselves  with  a  speedy  recovery,  and  forming  project* 
based  upon  the  moat  delusive  hopes.  Coldness  of  the  extremities 
generally  prevails  prior  to  dissolution,  the  general  depression  grow- 
ing more  prominent,  and  the  nervous  system  shattered  from  the 
great  brain  depression.  We  think  the  change  which  takes  place 
in  the  lungs  is  easily  comprehended  when  tubercles  are  deposited 
in  them,  and  the  changes  that  matter  also  undergoes.  The  throat 
and  air  passages,  which  lead  to  the  lungs,  are  very  apt  to  become 
duplicated  in  the  disease.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx 
and  trachea  ulcerate;  scrofulous  ulceration  also  takes  place  at 
times,  and  produce  hoarseness,  etc.;  and  this  ulceration  affects  the 
side  corresponding  to  the  diseased  lung.  Now,  unless  the  disease 
is  arrested  by  appropriote  treatment,  the  symptoms  become  aggra- 
vated; the  breathing  is  short  and  hurried,  cough  almost  constant, 
and  very  distressing.  The  emaciation  and  debiliiy  are  very  much 
increased;  the  features  become  sharp,  the  eyes  hollow,  the  feet  Hid 
ankles  swell,  diarrlnea  continues  obstinate  aud  unyielding.  In  this 
last  stage  the  embarrassment  in  breathing  is  often  excessive,  and 
most  generally  bed  sores  are  produced,  which  add  much  to  the  >uf- 
terings  of  the  patient.  Death  may  occur  in  several  ways;  from  de- 
bility, from  peritonitis,  brought  on  by  ulceration  of  the  bowels, 
from  sudden  congestion  of  the  lungs,  from  pulmonary  hemorrhage 
or  from  an  accumulation  of  air  in  the  pleural  cavity. 

TREATMENT. 

In  accordance  with  our  theory  of  consumption,  the  primary  con- 
dition being  essentially  one  of  nerve  depression,  the  morbid  coudi- 
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tion  of  the  blood  being  produced  by  this  defect,  it  is  of  primary 
importance  to  resort  to  means  both  moral,religious,  sanitary,  dietetic 
and  medicinal.  Of  the  influence  of  moral  and  religious  surround- 
ings in  promoting  a  higher  grade  of  intellectual  or  brain  develop- 
ment, not  even  the  most  skeptical  can  doubt.  So  with  sanitary 
science,  that  which  teaches  us  to  guard  against  those  surroundings 
which  have  a  tendency  to  destroy  us.  Late  hours,  fatigue  or  over- 
work should  be  avoided.  Flannel  clothing  should  be  worn  next  to 
the  skin,  and  daily  ablutions  should  be  the  rule,  followed  by  brisk 
frictions  to  the  surface,  using  for  this  purpose  a  coarse  towel,  sub- 
duing and  drying  the  surface  thoroughly.  The  city  in  the  winter, 
and  the  highlands  in  the  summer  are  the  best  locations  for  resi- 
dences. The  secretions  should  be  strictly  attended  to,  and  kept 
regular.  The  acidity  of  the  stomach  should  be  neutralized  by  ap- 
propriate remedies,  and  diet  easily  digested,  rich  in  the  elements  of 
blood,  as  rare-broiled  beefsteak,  eggs,  oysters,  milk,  farinaceous  food, 
ripe  fruit,  etc.  There  should  also  be  a  special  as  well  as  a  general 
medical  treatment.  The  special  treatment  should  be  directed  as 
much  as  possible  to  the  amelioration  of  symptoms;  the  general,  to 
a  truly  curative  management.  The  special  treatment,  then,  should 
consist  in  energetically  treating  symptoms  as  they  arise.  The 
wasting  of  the  structures  of  the  body  merits  early  attention.  Good 
diet  will  do  much,  inunctions  of  olive  oil  into  the  entire  body  every 
day,  this  is  of  great  value;  it  supplies  fat,  aids  combustion  in  the 
lungs,  and  the  careful  rubbing  in,  performed  by  a  vigorous  person, 
all  have  a  salutary  effect  in  imparting  a  renewal  of  life  to  the  pa- 
tient. The  rubbing  should  be  continued  till  the  skin  fails  to  ab- 
sorb the  oil.  The  rubbing  should  never  be  done  by  the  patient, 
but  by  some  other  person  in  robust  health.  The  flashes  of  heat 
and  cold,  and  the  feeble  exacerbation  claim  early  attention,  as  they 
clearly  indicate  nerve  depression;  these  symptoms  call  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  Aconite,  Digitatis,  Cinchona,  etc.  The  pulse  and 
heart  should  be  carefully  kept  slightly  below  a  normal  stand-point. 
This  prevents  effusion  taking  place  into  the  structure  of  the  lungs. 
The  falling  off  of  the  hair  and  night  sweats  being  but  indications  of 
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debility,  they  should  be  promptly  met  with  acid  sulph.  and  qui- 
nia,  etc.  The  cough  when  due  to  mere  laryngeal  irritation,  is  best 
relieved  by  Aconite,  Bryonia,  Belladonna,  Lycopodium,  and  Chamo- 
milla  administered  according  to  their  several  indications.  When 
due  to  ett'lised  products  in  the  lung,  it  may  be  relieved  by  giving 
hypophosphite  of  potassa,  to  soften  the  tubercles  and  Sanguinaria 
Canadensis  to  aid  expectoration.  If  consolidation  of  the  lung  has 
taken  place  slight  irritation  mav  be  applied  over  the  part,  and  Kali 
hyd.  given  internally.  If  bleeding  from  the  lungs  is  a  marked 
symptom  it  should  be  controlled  by  such  remedies  as  Millefolium. 
Hamamelis,  Secale,  Erigeron,  &c.  Now  the  general  treatment  with 
which  we  propose  to  meet  the  great  loss  of  brain  power,  impover- 
ished blood,  general  depression  and  nervous  debility,  which  I  have 
used  with  a  degree  of  success  that  is  truly  astonishing,  is  the  fol- 
lowing recipe: 

Com  p.  syr.  Hypophosphites  lime,  soda,  iron,  oj. 

Dose. — A  teaspoonful  four  times  daily. 

The  hypophosphites  fulfill  a  remarkable  indication  in  the  treat- 
ment of  consumption.  They  seem  to  feed  the  brain  with  new  life 
and  new  vigor.  They  supply  histogenetic  material  to  the  whole 
sj'stem.  The  nutrition  seems  rapid,  and  is  manifested  by  an  amel- 
ioration of  every  symptom.  A  very  valuable  addition  to  the  above 
treatment  is  the  inhalation  of  hot,  atomized  vapors;  in  this  way 
we  bring  medicines  directly  in  contact  with  the  diseased  part.  If 
we  desire  to  ripen  or  soften  the  tubercles,  we  use  hypophosphite  of 
potassa.,  grs.  x  to  the  ounce  of  water.  If  we  desire  to  allay  cough 
in  this  manner,  we  use  Sanguniaria,  Bromide  potassa.,  etc.  If  we 
desire  to  arrest  change,  disintegration,  metamorphosis,  we  use  Car- 
bolic acid,  and  so  on  with  other  drugs  calculated  to  meet  some 

special  indication.  No  patient  suffering  with  consumption  should 
permit  tampering  with  their  valuable  lives.  Whenever  the  slight- 
est manifestation  of  any  of  the  symptoms  enumerated  are  presented 
let  them  go  to  a  good  physician.  He  only  understands  their  case. 
Keep  out  of  the  grasping  avarice  ot  the  pettifogging  qivick.  We 
depreciate  in  the  .strongest  possible  tortus  the  inhalation  of  oxygen- 
ized air  in  the  treatment  of  any  case;  the  result  is  invariably  di«>as- 
trous. 
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J.  H.  MARSDEN,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  YORK  SPRINGS,  PA.,  EDITOR. 

SUCCESSFUL  MIDWIFERY  PRACTICE. 


Perhaps  fow  young  men,  after  attending  two  courses  of  lectures 
upon  midwifery,  commingled  with  k*  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren," have  any  painful  doubts  of  their  full  competency  to  practice 
in  the  most  delicate  and  responsible  department  of  our  profession. 
I  once  asked  a  recent  graduate  of  the  honored  university  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  who  had  just  attended  his  first  case  of  labor,  4*  How 
did  you  succeed  the  other  night?"  He  very  promptly  replied, 
'*  Well)  of  ro//w."  Quid  timas,  ca?sarem  vehis,  thought  I.  His 
second  case,  however,  was  not  so  fortunate,  as  it  was  followed  by  a 
tedious  and  very  unsatisfactory  recovery. 

Such  self-confidence  and  satisfactions  with  supposed  present  at- 
tainments, constitutes  a  great  barrier  to  further  acquisitions,  and 
is  very  apt  to  make  a  blundering  and  unsuccessful  practitioner  for 
a  length  of  time,  if  not  throughout.  It  is  almost  impossible  that  a 
student,  simply  from  hearing  a  course  of  lectures  upon  midwifery 
mingled,  as  is  customary,  with  other  and  somewhat  foreign  topics, 
even  though  twice  or  thrice  repeated,  should  possess  the  knowledge 
necessary  to  safe  and  successful  practice. 

Few  pupils  have  during  their  pupilage  any  opportunity,  practi- 
cally, to  apply  the  knowledge  they  may  have  acquired,  or  to  correct 
at  the  bedside  the  misconceptions  they  may  have  formed.  The  late 
Dr.  Meigs  jocosely  told  us  that  a  student  to  whom  who  had  given 
the  privilege  of  making  digital  examination,  in  a  case  of  labor,  be- 
ing asked  what  he  learned,  replied  that  he  had  experienced  no  other 
sensation  than  it  he  had  thrust  his  fingers  into  a  dish  of  mush. 

Whatever  knowledge  may  come  to  us  in  our  dreams,  or  be  gath- 
ered from  a  miscellaneous  conversation  with  our  clientage  and 
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others  in  the  bar-rooms,  or  upon  the  porch  of  a  wayside  inn,  cer- 
tainly a  practical  knowledge  of  midwifery  is  not  so  acquired.  On 
the  contrary,  the  young  man  returning  trom  college  with  his  di- 
ploma in  his  hand  (and  it  may  be  an  honored  one),  has  as  yet  only 
the  general  principles — learnt  merely  the  alphabet  of  that  impor- 
tant science  and  art.  Practical  knowledge,  iu  all  its  niceties,  is 
obtained  only  at  the  bedside,  and  that  too,  through  acute  observa- 
tions and  the  most  careful  reflections.  It  is  here,  and  here  only, 
that  practical  tact  and  accurate  and  facile  adaption  of  means  to  ends 
can  be  acquired.  Tt  is  here,  too,  we  are  to  correct  misconceptions 
already  formed,  if  we  are  to  be  so  fortunate  as  ever  to  correct 
them. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  however,  to  discourage  the  young  prac- 
titioner, or  to  add  to  the  anxieties  he  must  necessarily  feel  in  at- 
tendance  upon  his  first  case.  We  still  remember  well  when  we 
ourselves  drank  the  wormwood  and  the  gall.  On  the  contrary, 
the  instruction  we  wish  to  convey  is.  that  if  a  young  man  (and  we 
include  a  young  woman,  too,)  will  faithfully  store  his  mind  during 
his  pupilage  with  the  great  principles  of  obstetrics,  and  then  go 
forth  not  feeling  that  he  has  reached  the  M  ultima  thule  "  of  knowl- 
edge, but  as  the  humble,  docile  pupil  of  nature,  having  his  mind 
free  to  accept  and  act  upon  all  her  suggestions,  he  will  ultimately 
succeed,  and  become  a  successful  practitioner.  Many  thus  succeed 
remote  from,  unknown  to,  and  entirely  independent  of  each  other 
— each  by  faithfully  following  the  dictates  of  nature,  of  experience, 
and  of  common  sense. 

Our  thoughts  have  at  present  been  directed  into  this  channel, 
by  reading  a  very  interesting  paper  by  Dr.  Thomas  Nichol,  of 
Montreal,  Canada,  entitled  "  My  Fatal  Case  in  Midwifery,1'  pub- 
lished in  the  transactions  of  the  "  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society 
of  Pennsylvania,"  1881,  page  188.  His  experience  as  detailed,  ex- 
tends over  twenty-four  and  a  half  years,  embracing  more  than  two 
thousand  cases,  with  a  death  rate  of  only  one  in  seven  hundred. 
Dr.  Nichol,  after  relating  his  experience  with  considerable  minute- 
ness, asks,  "  What  then  can  account  for  a  mortality  of  one  case  iu 


Digitized  by  Google 


1SS2] 


SUCCESSFUL  MIDWIFERY  PRACTICE. 


383 


seven  hundred?  To  my  mind  the  following  points  explains  the 
matter  satisfactorily.1' 

"  In  the  first  place  I  almost  invariably  give  Cimicifuga  racemosa, 
in  the  form  of  Macrotin,  the  second  decimal  trituration,  for  two  or 
three  weeks  before  confinement.  I  dissolve  a  small  powder  in  four 
teaspoonfuls  of  water  and  give  a  teaspoonful  before  each  meal  and  be- 
fore going  to  bed.  I  have  done  this  from  the  beginning  of  my  prac- 
tice and  I  am  confident  that  is  of  great  assistance  eo  the  patient." 

In  the  second  place  I  always  give  chloroform  during  the  labor. 
By  the  use  of  chloroform  the  patient  is  spared  the  nervous  shock 
of  the  labor,  and  to  me  this  judicious  administration  of  chloroform 
is  one  of  the  chief  duties  of  the  accoucheur." 

*•  In  the  third  place  I  always  give  Arnica,  externally  and  inter- 
nally, after  labor,  unless  indeed  some  other  remedy  is  clearly  indi- 
cated. I  give  the  third  decimal  dilution  internally,  and  moisten  a 
small  bundle  of  soft  rags  with  a  dilution  of  a  few  drops  of  the  tinc- 
ture in  a  cup  of  warm  water,  and  apply  it  to  the  vulva,  changing 
every  two  hours.  The  womb  and  all  the  neighboring  parts  are 
tired  and  bruised  and  nothing  restores  like  the  panacea  lapsoruni." 

Here,  then,  are  the  details  of  a  practice  universally  successful, 
and  allow  me  to  add,  a  practice  which  the  humble  writer  of  this 
article  has  long  pursued  and  taught  in  its  minute  particulars,  and 
with  results,  to  himself  at  least,  and  he  believes  to  the  public  gen- 
erally, entirely  satisfactory.  Wholly  independent  of,  and  person- 
ally unknown  to  each  other,  led  by  the  indications  of  nature  and 
experience,  we  have  been  pursuing  the  same  course  and  perhaps 
with  nearly  equally  favorable  results,  in  remote  regions  and 
simongst  people  of  different  nationalities  and  lineal  descent.  Hence 
I  think  we  may  safely  recommend  at  least  its  faithful  and  unprej- 
udiced trial,  to  every  young  physician,  male  or  female,  just  set- 
ting out  in  professional  life.  Nor  can  I  command  language  suffi- 
ciently strong,  to  express  my  deep  abhorrence  of  the  conduct  of 
some,  who  occupying  it  may  be  professional  chairs,  denounce  a 
practice,  (and  caution  those  who  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  be- 
come their  pupils  against  it),  which  has  proved  eminentlys  uecess- 
ful  in  the  hands  of  others  of  greater  experience  and  it  may  be  of 
better  attainments  than  their  own.  J.  H.  M. 
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SEPTICEMIA   IN  GYNECOLOGICAL  PRACTICE. 

Some  have  defined  septicemia  as  "  the  aggregate  of  effects 
which  are  produced  in  the  animal  organism  when  putrid  matter 
is  mixed  with  the  blood-stream;  or,  in  other  words,  as  a  consti- 
tutional disotder,  of  limited  duration,  caused  by  the  entrance 
into  the  blood-stream  of  a  certain  quantity  of  septic  matter." 

This  condition  is  liable  to  take  place  at  any  time  whenever  pu- 
trid discharges  come  in  contact  with  denuded  surfaces.  In  ob- 
stetrics, this  disease  is  now  accepted  as  the  pathological  condi- 
tion pertaining  to  the  severest  forms  of  puerperal  disease  :  and 
in  gynaecology,  it  is  scarcely  less  important,  though  lees  appreci- 
ated. The  peculiar  conditions  which  determine  its  genes-i©  are 
not  fully  elucidated,  j*et  the  prime  requisite  is  avowedly  the  con- 
tact of  septic  matter  with  a  surface  preternatural ly  endowed 
with  the  capacity  of  absorption. 

In  the  puerperal  uterus  there  always  exists,  of  necessity,  exten- 
sive surfaces  denuded  of  their  natural  covering,  and  hence  prone 
to  absorption.  Blood -clots,  and  the  frequently  retained  pieces 
of  placenta  and  membranes,  supply  the  materie*  morbi  and  in  the 
unimpregnated  organ,  tumors,  polypi,  and  epithelial  growths, 
disintegrating,  either  as  a  result  of  nature's  processes,  or  of  in- 
strumental interference,  often  give  rise  to  septic  matter,  which 
may  be  taken  up  by  the  new  surfaces  over  which  they  needs  must 
pass  in  escaping  from  the  body. 

As  this  subject  has  not  been  dwelt  upon  with  sufficient  force 
b}'  the  teachers  in  our  colleges  and  also  seems  to  lack  full  appre- 
ciation by  general  practitioners,  and  the  necessity  of  immediate 
treatment  by  intra-nterine  disinfectant  injections  is  not  univer- 
sally admitted  even  by  specialists,  I  deem  it  proper  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  readers  to  this  important  branch  of  practice  by  re- 
porting a  few  cases  which  have  come  under  my  own  observation. 
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SEPTICEMIA    FROM  RETAINED  PLACENTA. 

Case  1.  Mrs  J.,  aged  32,  German,  came  to  my  office  when 
she  was  between  four  and  five  months  along  in  her  second  preg- 
nancy, with  the  story  that  she  had  had  a  sudden  severe  hemorr- 
hage a  week  previously.  Six  days  later  she  called  again,  stating 
that  she  had  miscarried  in  the  preceding  night,  and  desired  me 
to  6ee  "  if  something  was  not  wrong."  On  examination,  the  os 
admitted  two  fingers,  which  readily  recognized  the  presence  of  the 
placenta.  I  ordered  her  to  return  home  and  go  to  bed,  and  gave  her 
Secale  gtt6  x  every  hour  until  I  could  call.  There  was  little  loss  of 
blood  after  the  second  dose  of  Secale,  which  was  then  discon- 
tinued ;  but  after  thirty-6ix  hours,  a  dark,  offensive  discharge 
began  to  come  away.  On  the  third  day  the  pulse  went  up  to  96, 
the  tongue  was  coated,  the  patient  feverish,  the  abdomen  was 
not  tympanitic,  or  distended,  neither  was  it  the  least  tender,  nor 
was  the  uterus.  I  concluded  that  there  was  absorption  of  septic 
matter  from  the  uterus,  and  deemed  it  imperative  to  remove  the 
placenta  without  further  delay.  Accordingly,  with  the  help  of 
my  assistant,  Miss  E.  Bower,  I  sought  to  effect  this  object  with 
only  partial  success ;  for,  though  the  os  was  widely  open,  the 
placenta  was  so  firmly  adherent  that  no  force  could  detach  it. 
My  forceps  every  time  brought  away  their  fill  of  placental  tissue, 
but  the  mass  of  the  placenta  remained.  Having  by  this  means 
moved  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  the  mass,  I  was  forced  to  de- 
sist— from  the  failure  of  the  patient's  pulse — owing  to  loss  of 
blood.  To  check  further  oozing,  I  injected  liquor  ferri  perchlor- 
idi — one  part  to  four  of  water  ;  this  was  effectual.  On  the  next 
day  the  patient  was  quite  easy  till  night,  when  she  suddenly  had 
a  well-marked  chill,  followed  by  headache,  malaise,  and  a  pulse 
of  140.  There  was  still  no  tenderness  or  distention  of  the  ab- 
dominal walls,  or  other  symptoms  of  peritonitis  or  metritis.  I 
consequently  diagnosticated  incipient  septicaemia,  due  to  absorp- 
tion of  the  placental  fragments.  I  immediately  washed  out  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus  with  a  solution  of  permanganate  of  potash; 
this  was  repeated  every  night  and  morning  for  a  week,  when  the 
discharges  ceased  to  be  offensive.  On  the  day  following  that  on 
which  she  had  the  first  chill,  the  patient  experienced  at  one  time 
a  sensation  of  chilliness.  On  the  following  day  the  pulse  grad- 
ually fell,  the  headache  slowly  subsided,  and  the  retained  frag- 
ments of  the  placenta  were  ultimately  discharged.  A  perfect 
recovery  was  secured. 

»5 
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SLOW  SEPTICAEMIA,  FOLLOWING  ABORTION. 

Case  II. — On  Jnly  5th,  I  was  summoned  in  consultation  to  see 
Mrs.  G.,  a  multipara,  23  years  of  age ;  the  physician  had  been 
consulted  by  her  two  months  before  on  account  of  a  fetid  uterine 
discharge,  and  he  discovered  that  she  was  three  months  preg- 
nant, and  diagnosticated  the  death  of  the  fetus ;  he  immediately 
dilated  the  cervix  with  sponge  tents  and  succeeded  in  withdraw- 
ing pieces  of  the  decomposed  ovum.  Considerable  hemorrhage 
persisting,  other  portions  of  the  placenta  were  sought  and  ex- 
tracted. A  slow  fever  then  set  in,  with  rigors  and  eveuing  ex- 
acerbations. As  this  state  continued  in  spite  of  careful  prescrib- 
ing and  a  gradually  increasing  prostration,  which  was  not  con- 
trolled bv  the  remedies  or  vaginal  injections  of  hot  water,  I  was 
called  in  three  weeks  after  the  last  operation.  As  I  could  not 
iind  anv  evidence  of  inflammatory  action  in  the  pelvis,  I  attrib- 
nted  her  condition  to  septic  absorption  from  the  uterine  cavity, 
and  urged  intra-uterine  injections  of  a  solution  of  permanganate 
of  potash.  This  treatment  was  followed  out  by  her  attending 
physician  twice  a  day.  The  second  injection,  however,  produced 
uterine  colic,  which  alarmed  the  physician  and  patient's  friends 
very  much,  which  was  caused,  no  doubt,  by  injecting  the  liquid 
too  fast  or  with  too  much  force,  On  the  fourth  day  the  fetid  dis- 
charge was  arrested,  the  fever  subsided  and  the  patient  made  a 
slow  but  complete  recovery. 

NORMAL  LABOR  AT  TERM  WITH  CERVICAL  LACERATIONS,  FOLLOWED 

BY  SEPTICEMIA,  DEATH. 

Case  III. — Mrs.  P.  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Olin,  of  this  city,  in 
April,  of  last  year,  labour  being  completed  in  the  second  stage 
without  difficulty ;  but  after  delivering  the  placenta,  there  fol- 
lowed a  profuse  hemorrhage,  which  surprised  the  attending  phy- 
sician, inasmuch  as  the  uterus  was  firmly  contracted ;  after  tam- 
poning the  vagina  with  care  the  hemorrhage  ceased  and  no  other 
abnormal  condition  presented  itself  until  the  fourth  day,  when 
the  patient  had  a  chill  which  lasted  nearly  two  hours,  and  was 
accompanied  with  great  prostration  and  at  times  hallucinations. 
I  was  sent  for  and  arrived  a  few  minutes  before  her  attending 
physician.  We  injected,  hypodermically,  brandy,  and  applied 
heat  to  the  extremities,  and  administered  Ars.  3  internally,  with 
satisfactory  results ;  she  soon  rallied,  and  I  removed  from  the 
vagina  several  large,  decomposed  clots  of  blood,  and  gave  in- 
structions to  the  nurse  to  inject  hot  water  freely  into  the  vagina 
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twice  a  day.  The  lochia  was  very  offensive.  She  passed  the 
following  two  days  quite  comfortably,  but  on  the  third  she  pre- 
sented the  following  symptoms :  chill,  rise  of  temperature  and 
pulse,  headache,  tenderness  over  uterus,  offensive  lochia,  though 
not  always  present ;  general  aspect  of  patient  similar  to  that  of 
typhoid  state,  vomiting,  watery  discharge  from  the  bowels.  She 
was  at  once  put  upon  the  indicated  remedies,  as  they  were  called 
for  from  time  to  time,  and  given  brandy,  beef  tea  and  cinchona ; 
in  fact,  she  had  the  best  of  nourishment,  in  the  shape  of*  beef  tea, 
milk  and  egg-nogg,  but  on  the  fifth  day  she  died. 

The  only  mistake  that  I  can  blame  myself  for,  was  omitting 
the  intra-uterine  injections.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  a  torn 
perineum  or  lacerated  cervix  are  very  important  factors  in  the 
susceptibility  to  septicemia,  since,  granting  that  septic  material 
is  present,  the  channel  of  absorption  is  greatly  enlarged,  and 
nothing  but  a  proper  vaginal  and  uterine  wash,  properly  admin- 
istered, can  relieve  the  fatal  symptoms  of  septicaemia. 

The  intra-uterine  syringe  that  I  employ  is  one  with  a  vulcanite 
tube  slightly  curved  near  the  end,  and  perforated  only  on  one 
side — not  on  the  end — so  that  the  fluid  injected  may  escape  in 
the  uterine  cavity  in  drops,  or  as  it  were  deposited,  instead  of 
being  forced  in  like  a  jet  or  stream ;  the  piston  of  the  syringe 
should  be  graduated  with  numbers  and  a  small  thumb  screw,  to 
set  the  proper  amount  to  be  injected.  In  treating  of  sub-involu- 
tion and  other  uterine  diseases,  when  intra-uterine  medication  is 
desired  on  the  part  of  the  practitioner,  a  very  good  plan  is  to  wrap 
the  end  of  the  tube  with  cotton  and  carry  the  whole  into  the 
uterine  cavity,  and  then  inject  slowly  the  fluid  and  quietly  disen- 
gage the  tube  from  the  cotton  by  reversing  the  syringe  and  al- 
lowing the  medicated  cotton  to  remain  in  place  until  thrown  off 
by  the  uterus. 

The  use  of  intra-uterine  injections  in  puerperal  cases  if  they  are 
not  properly  carried  out,  are,  I  think,  dangerous,  though  less 
so  in  the  non-puerperal  woman,  and  the  disappointments  that 
have  attended  those  who  have  employed  them  are  due  more  to 
not  having  a  proper  instrument,  and  also  selecting  cases  that  are 
susceptible  to  any  foreign  substance  whatever.  They  have 
proved  of  service  in  my  hands ;  but  in  those  cases,  in  which,  for 
instance,  putrid  remnants  of  a  placenta  are  present  in  the  cav- 
ity of  the  uterus,  and  it  is  decided  to  use  injections  to  remove  it ; 
it  is  not  only  the  injection  which  is  of  assistance,  but  it  is  the  ef- 
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fect  of  the  agent  employed  that  plays  an  important  part.  We 
wish  not  only  to  remove  that  putrid  matter,  but  we  wish  to  dis- 
infect it,  and  in  the  use  of  a  disinfectant,  I  think  permanganate 
of  potash,  on  account  of  the  convenience  with  which  it  can  be 
carried,  and  alao  its  color,  which  shows  so  well  when  the  cavity- 
has  been  cleansed,  is  one  of  the  best  that  can  be  used.  I  have 
6een  serious  injury  follow  the  use  of  carbolic  acid,  by  the  absorp- 
tion of  some  of  the  in  jected  fluid.  Food,  quinine  and  stimulants 
may  suffice  to  strengthen  the  patient's  system,  to  resist  to  some 
extent  the  operation  of  the  septic  poison  and,  perhaps,  modify  its 
effect  upon  the  system ;  but  I  do  not  believe  they  are  iu  them- 
selves curative,  and  in  my  experience  I  shall  sum  up  in  as  few 
words  as  possible  the  methods  which  I  regard  as  most  efficient 

in  the  treatment  of  puerperal  septicaemia,  in  the  following  man- 
ner : 

First.  The  thorough  employment  of  anti-septic  injections  car- 
ried to  the  fundus  uteri  by  along  tube,  the  escape  of  the  injected 
fluid  being  carefully  provided  for. 

Second.  The  depression  of  the  temperature  to  100  °  by  rem- 
edies indicated,  or  quinine  in  large  doses.  (Dr.  Morley,  of  Pon- 
tiac,  and  myself  recently  had  a  case,  wherein  Dr.  Morley  could 
reduce  the  temperature  only  by  administering  20  grs  of  quinine, 
which  had  the  desired  effect.) 

Third,  The  abolition  of  pain,  either  by  hot  applications,  the 
indicated  remedy,  opium  or  one  of  its  salts. 

Fourth.  The  support  of  the  vital  powers  by  the  administra- 
tions of  nutritious  fluid  diet  in  small  and  often  repeated  doses. 

Fifth.  All  avoidance  of  nervous  exhaustion  by  absolute 
quietude  and  complete  freedom  from  all  mental  and  bodily  ef- 
forts and  disturbances. 

That  many  will  fall  before  this  dread  affection,  even  when  this 
plan  of  treatment  is  adopted,  none  but  the  wildest  theorist  will 
deny  ;  still  in  my  experience  it  has  proved  the  best:  and  if  many 
of  the  so-called  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  that  have  died,  had  had 
anti-septic  fluid  of  some  kind,  less  fatal  case6  would  have  been 
charged  to  the  practitioners  of  medicine. 

Phil  Portkr. 

Jjifayette  A  venue,  Detroit. 
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CORSET  WEARING  A  CAUSE  OF  PROLAPSUS  UTERI. 


BY  W.  W.  WALKER.  M.  I).,  IONIA.  MICH. 


In  my  study  and  experience  with  displacements  of  the  womb,  I 
am  convinced  that  the  prevailing  custom  of  corset  wearing  is  one 
of  the  most  potent  causes  of  its  displacement. 

If  we  take  an  anatomical  view  of  the  parts  that  are  directly  im- 
plicated in  these  displacements,  we  should  look  first  to  the  luugs. 
We  know  that  just  in  proportion  to  the  tension  of  the  corset 
strings  the  lung  capacity  is  infringed  upon.  Knowing  that  about 
so  much  air  must  enter  the  lungs  to  properly  oxygenate  the  blood, 
in  order  to  perpetuate  life,  we  see  that  for  the  lateral  infringemeut 
there  must  be  a  corresponding  vertical  depression,  the  diaphragm 
yielding  to  the  abnormity. 

We  must  remember  that  to  the  under  surface  of  the  diaphragm 
is  strongly  attached  the  peritoneal  tissue,  the  parietal  portion  being 
loosely  connected  to  the  fascia,  which  lines  the  abdomen  forming 
as  they  do,  the  greater  and  lesser  omentum,  so  that  at  every  inspira- 
tion (the  peritoneum  being  a  shut  sac)  there  is  a  direct  pressure 
brought  to  bear  upon  all  parts  of  the  viscera  contained  therein. 
And  not  this  alone;  we  should  also  consider  the  shape  assumed  by 
all  the  organs  that  come  directly  beneath  the  vice-like  pressure  of 
these  unyielding  corsets;  we  see  there  is  a  vertical  elongation,  first 
ot  the  lungs  themselves,  also  of  the  liver.  Some  of  us  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  see  in  our  autopsies  the  effect  of  tight  lacing 
upon  these  organs;  the  corset  liver  is  one  of  the  characteristics  of 
the  American  woman  of  fashion. 

The  thoracic  and  peritoneal  cavities  being  closed  as  they  are,  the 
organs  therein  being  beyond  a  certain  point,  incompressible  with- 
out serious  pathological  change,  the  action  of  the  intercostal  mus- 
cles being  cut  off,  what  must  be  the  effect  of  the  bellows-like  in- 
halations from  above? 

We  know  that  the  pelvis  is  unyielding,  and  with  the  exception 
of  the  abdominal  walls,  the  whole  force  of  this  pressure  is  upon  the 
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organs  that  have  their  termination  in  or  have  their  outlet  through 
the  perineum,  the  bladder  resting  anteriorly  upon  the  symphysis 
pubis  and  posteriorly  upon  the  vesico-vaginal  septum;  it  is  clear 
from  the  superinduced  pressure  from  above  upon  this  organ  it  must 
materially  assist  in  the  dragging  down  process,  the  walls  of  which 
being  a  part  of  and  reflect  upon  the  organs  of  generation  and  an- 
terior surface  of  the  rectum. 

We  see  that  the  mechanical  pressure  here,  more  or  less  constant, 
must  rob  the  suspensory  ligaments  of  their  contractility,  anteriorly 
the  broad  ligaments,  posteriorly  the  iliac  mesicolon. 

I  cannot  agree  with  most  of  our  writers  upon  this  subject,  that 
these  displacements  are  the  results  of  an  inherent  weakness  or 
dyscratic  condition  of  the  individual,  although  exerting  as  it  must 
a  powerful  auxiliary  to  them,  but  more  the  result  of  mechanical 
causes  already  mentioned. 

In  the  old  world,  with  the  exception  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
French  metropols,  these  displacements  are  far  less  frequent  than 
in  our  own  land  ;  the  women  devote  more  of  their  life  to  out-of- 
door  pursuits,  and  both  as  pedestrians  and  equestrians  they  are  the 
equals  of  the  sterner  sex.  One  of  the  most  obvious  reasons  for  this 
is  that  corset  wearing  is  not  indulged  in  to  the  extent  that  it  is 
among  our  own  women,  and  very  seldom  to  an  ext  ent  that  inter 
feres  with  free  respiration  and  circulation. 

During  inspiration,  when  the  fibers  of  the  diaphragm  contract, 
the  muscles  descend,  forming  an  inclined  plane  which  extends  from 
the  ensiform  cartilage  to  the  tenth  rib.  During  this  action  the  cav- 
ity of  the  thorax  is  enlarged  from  above  downwards,  and  the  vis- 
cera is  pushed  into  the  lower  forepart  of  the  abdomen. 

This  is  the  normal  action  ;  but  now  adds  to  this  a  still  farther 
descent  and  something  must  yield,  and  that  something  must  be  the 
soft  parts. 

By  the  conformation  of  the  lower  forepart  of  the  abdomen,  we 

see  that  the  reflection  bv  the  abnormal  descent  of  the  diaphragm 
must  be  downwards  and  backwards,  thus  instituting  a  series  of  til- 
tings  backwards  of  the  fundus  uteri,  the  posterior  surface  of  the 
bladder  acting  as  a  fulcrum. 
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When  the  womb  has  assumed  a  position  parallel  to  the  vaginal 
axis,  it  is  the  first  step  either  toward  direct  prolapsus  or  retrover- 
sion and  this,  when  once  established,  becomes  powerless  to  assume 
its  rightful  position. 

The  other  prominent,  but  less  frequent  displacement,  viz.:  an- 
teversion,  will  generally  be  found  in  women  who  are  habitually 
constipated,  this  being  one  of  the  primative  causes  of  its  forward 
tendency  with  the  accumulation.and  retention  of  faeces  at  the  sig- 
moid flexure  assisted  by  the  same  cause  and  weight  from  above. 
Women  with  this  displacement  are  usually  flat-bellied,  whereas 
with  the  two  former  you  will  generally  find  them  with  pendulous 
abdomen.  The  reason  is  simple.  The  womb  having  been  displaced 
backward,  crowding  as  it  must  the  bladder  farther  and  farther  from 
the  anterior  walls  of  the  abdomen,  so  that  the  parietes  by  their 
gravitation  and  pressure  from  above  have  formed  a  sac-like  depres- 
sion, into  which  they  remain  ;  whereas  with  the  latter,  the  organ 
being  thrown  forward,  the  bowels  slide  back  into  the  hollow  of  the 
sacrum,  between  the  uterus  and  rectum. 

Another  fact  we  should  not  overlook  is  the  interference  with  the 
pelvic  circulation.  We  know  that  if  we  legate  the  finger  suffi- 
ciently tight,  we  have  stacis  of  blood  in  the  part;  the  same  rule 
applies  to  the  trunk  if  ligated  by  corsets. 

The  womb  being  freely  supplied- with  blood  vessels  whose  plexus 
anastomose  frequently,  so  that  an  engorgement  of  this  organ  that  is 
maintained  for  a  time  produces  a  condition  of  varicosis,  so  with 
this  superabundance  of  blood  we  have  additional  weight. 

And  still  another.  If  it  be  a  fact  that  the  sympathetic  nerves 
preside  over  the  organs  of  nutrition  and  generation,  and  the  blood 
vessels  to  the  minutest  capillaries  are  abundantly  supplied  by  a 
network  of  its  filaments  communicating  with  the  ganglia,  then 
from  the  very  nature  of  things  nutrition  must  be  impaired,  the 
vessels  must  lose  their  tonicity  and  dilate  for  want  of  nerve  stimu- 
lus, and  from  the  effect  of  this  hour  glass  contraction  of  the  waist, 
the  veins  of  the  pelvic  plexus  become  dilated  or  overstreched,  los- 
ing their  power  to  return  their  contents  to  the  general  circulation 
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until  a  stasis  of  blood  is  the  result.  If  in  this  respect  the  womb 
was  the  only  organ  affected  it  might  go  on  to  degeneration  or  take 
on  a  form  of  congestive  hypertrophy  approximating  a  dead  organ 
surrounded  by  living  tissue,  but  the  same  ganglia  supply  also  the 
fallopian  tubes  and  ovaries  and  peritoneal  tissues  that  surround 
them.  As  another  result,  this  congestion  may  go  on  to  active  in- 
flammation and  be  followed  by  ulceration,  and  cellulitis  may  super- 
vene, producing  lesions,  that  if  ever  cured  must  be  by  cicatrization 
producing  one  of  the  lateral  displacements  of  the  organ. 

There  is  but  one  course  left  for  physicians  to  follow  in  regard  to 
this  fast-increasing  trouble,  and  that  is  to  be  unanimous  in  their 
demands  for  a  removal  of  the  cause  before  undertaking  treatment 
for  its  cure  ;  for  if  the  physicians'  demand  in  this  is  not  impera- 
tive, disappointment  must  follow  his  most  skillful  attentions. 


MALPRACTICE  CASE. 

Detroit  Post  and  Tribune  reports  :  In  the  United  States  circuit 
court,  Sept.  26,  1882,  the  trial  of  the  suit  of  Amelia  E.  Hayes 
against  Prof.  Donald  Maclean  of  Ann  Arbor  came  to  a  conclusion. 
The  suit  was  brought  for  alleged  malpractice  in  the  treatment  of 
Mrs.  Hayes  for  a  fistula.  The  arguments  of  counsel  occupied  most 
of  the  day.  At  half-past  4  o'clock  Judge  Brown  began  his  charge 
to  the  jury.  He  said  that  they  should  not  allow  their  sympathy  to 
sway  from  a  deliberate  judgment.  If  the  defendant  had  been  guilty 
of  malpractice  within  the  meaning  of  the  law  the  plaintiff  was  en- 
titled to  recover.  If  not,  she  could  not  recover.  The  law  was  very 
simple,  almost  elemental'.  The  defendant  was  bound  to  use  ordi- 
nary care  and  skill,  and"  all  the  skill  he  possessed.  It  being  ad- 
mitted that  he  possessed  great  skill  and  care,  he  was  bound  to  use 
it.  Neither  a  physician  nor  a  surgeon  guaranteed  a  cure,  and  fail- 
ing to  cure  was  not  an  evidence  of  negligence.  The  defendant  was 
not  responsible  for  m^re  error  in  judgment.  Even  though,  in  de- 
ciding upon  a  surgicul  operation,  the  defendant  may  have  made  a 
l.ii-takc,  if  In*  UM-«i  reasonoble  judgment  he  was  not  liable.  One  of 
the  charges  was  that  the  surgical  operation  was  a  needlessly  Btvere 
and  critical  one,  and  that  the  doctor  deceived  the  patient  in  regard 
to  it.  She  had  testified  that  he  said  he  would  cure  her  in  a  week. 
The  fact  that  he  did  not  cure  her,  even  if  he  had  said  so.  was  no 
ground  of  action.  A  surgeon  would  be  justified  in  raising  the 
hopes  of  a  patient  in  order  to  nerve  her  up  to  meet  an  operation. 
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It  would  be  poor  policy  to  assure  a  patient  that  she  took  great 
chances.  It  would  only  be  in  a  case  where  a  surgeon  was  asked  to 
state  the  probable  chances  of  recovery  that  he  need  do  so.  As  to 
the  operation  itself,  experts  had  been  sworn  to  prove  that  it  was 
and  was  not  good  practice.  The  books  had  also  been  appealed  to. 
If  the  authorities  were  in  doubt  then  a  surgeon  must  choose  for 
himself.  He  was  not  liable  for  any  error  of  judgment.  Tf  a  certain 
cause  of  action  was  the  subject  of  dispute  the  law  did  not  compel  a 
man  at  his  peril  to  settle  that  dispute. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Judge  Brown's  charge  the  jury  retired.  In 
the  evening  they  came  in  and  announced  that  they  could  not  agree 
and  were  discharged. 

The  ballots  taken  by  the  jury  showed  that  from  the  first  a  ma- 
jority were  in  favor  ot  a  verdict  for  the  defendant.  £even  for  ac- 
quittal and  five  for  damages  stood  the  record  at  first.  Then  the 
figures  changed  to  eight  for  the  doctor  and  four  for  Mrs.  Haves, 
and  so  they  stood  to  the  last,  except  once,  when  nine  voted  for  the 
defendant  and  three  for  plaintiff-  The  majority  were  firm  in  the 
opinion  that  the  suit  was  an  unjust  one,  and  the  majority  thought 
too  much  daring  had  been  indulged  in  by  the  eminent  surgeon  in 
performing  so  difficult  an  operation,  and  that  there  was  a  lack  of 
nursing.  So  ends  this  trial.  It  has  been  hard  fought  and  shows 
that  even  with  the  assistance  of  men  like  John  Atkinson  and  John 
G.  Hawley,  it  is  probably  impossible  to  even  induce  a  jury  to  render 
a  verdict  for  damages  in  a  case  where  so  much  must  necessarily  be 
left  to  the  sound  discretion  and  best  judgment  of  a  skilled  practitoner 


A  DERMATOLOGICAL  DRAMA.   (Chemist  and  J>mggist.) 

The  Moniteur  des  Sciences  et  Pharmaeeutiques  publishes  an  amusing 
44 dermatological  drama,"  called  "King  Sulphur,"  which  is  said  to  be 
played  at  the  hospital  St.  Louis.  Sulphur  is  King  of  Cutis,  and  has  just 
conquered  Acarus.  He  lays  his  crown  at  the  feet  of  Queen  Friction, 
who  has  aided  him  in  the  campaign,  and  implores  her  to  become  his 
honored  queen.  But  she  insists  first  on  making  an  assault  on  Favus, 
and  totally  destroying  his  arrogant  rule.  If  afterwards  Sulphur  should 
burn  with  the  same  ardour  she  will  consent.  Then  she  leads  forth  her 
army,  attended  bv  Axungia,  while  Sulphur  marches  in  her  train. 
Meanwhile  the  old-tried  generals  Hydrargyrum,  Iodide  of  Potassium, 
and  Turbith,  consult  in  angry  conferences.  Hydrargyrum  is  exH'M 
w  l.en  lie  thinks  that  he,  who  has  for  forty  years  coin'mled  with  so  much 
glory  all  the  forces  of  the  Syphilides,  should  now  be  set  aside  fortius 
S'llphnr.  f»did*»  laughs  at  his  fears,  and  mocks  at  the  silly  tactics  of 
h  iliihiir  in  such  a  war.  Then  we  are  introduced  to  the  palace  of  Queen 
Eczema,  wife  of  Herpes,  who  confides  to  her  faithful  attendant  Acme 
her  fears  as  to  the  future;  she  imagines  she  is  losing  her  bloom,  and  is 
oppressed  with  vague  fears.  The  news  of  the  advance  of  Sulphur  with 
Friction  and  Axungia  causes  vast  alarm.  Great  preparations  are  made 
to  resist  him,  but  his  attack  is  irresistible,  and  at  length  Favus.  Eczema, 
Herpes,  and  all  their  generals,  have  to  acknowledge  themselves  van- 
quished by  this  terrible  parasite  and  spore  destroyer. 
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E.  A.  LODGE,  SEN.,  M,  D.,  PONTIAC,  MICHIGAN,  GENERAL  EDITOR. 


HINTS  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  THE  MOST  COM- 
MON ACCIDENTS  CAUSING  BLINDNESS,  AND  IN- 
STRUCTION HOW  TO  ACT  TILL  MEDICAL  AID 
CAN  BE  OBTAINED  (Monthly  Horn.  Review). 


The  Society  for  the  Preveution  of  Blindness  have  issued  the  fol- 
lowing instructions  in  cases  of  accidents.  Their  being  repeated 
here  will,  we  trust,  add  to  their  usefulness. 

There  are  many  preventable  accidents  and  injuries  which  cause 
the  destruction  of  important  parts  of  the  eye,  and  consequently 
blindness. 

1.  Infants  are  carelessly  left  without  supervision;  and  it  hap- 
pens that  flies  which  have  just  left  some  dirty  place,  some  diseased 
diseased  person  or  animal,  some  putrifying  or  poisonous  substance 
may  alight  upon  and  effect  the  external  parts  ot  the  eye,  causing 
most  dangerous  suppurating  inflammation  of  the  eves. 

2.  Infants  are  often  left,  in  the  country,  in  the  poultry  yard, 
where  the  fowls,  seeing  a  fly  near  or  on  the  chides  eye,  peck  the 
eye  in  their  attempt  to  catch  the  fly,  and  thus  cause  a  dangerous 
wound  in  the  cornea  (which  is  the  name  of  the  transparant  part  in 
front  of  the  eye),  followed  by  blindness. 

3.  Cats  and  dogs  sometimes  scratch  babies'  eyes  while  playiug 
with  them,  causing  dangerous  wounds  and  blindness. 

4.  Children  while  playiag  or  fighting  cause  serious  accidents 
to  one  another,  by  poking  their  fingers  in  the  eyes,  or  they  may 
accidently  thrust  quill  pins,  pencils,  hair-pins,  knitting-needles  or 
pen-knives  into  one  another  s  eyes;  sometimes  they  throw  small 
stones,  sand  and  dust  into  the  eyes. 

5.  In  trying  to  uudo  a  knot,  either  with  the  aid  of  a  pin,  a 
hair-pin,  a  fork,  or  the  point  of  a  pair  of  scissors;  the  string  gives 
suddenly  away,  when  the  point  of  the  instrument  strikes  the  eye 
with  great  force,  causing  a  dangerous  wound,  which  is  followed 
by  the  loss  of  the  sight  of  the  wounded  eye; — sometimes  by  sym- 
pathetic inflammation,  the  second  eye  is  also  lost. 

6.  The  breaking  of  elastic  chest  expanders — the  use  of  which 
is  not  at  all  to  be  recommended — causing  also  accidents  to  the  eyes. 
The  elastic,  while  too  much  stretched,  breaks,  then  it  contracts 
suddenly,  and  in  its  recoil  it  gives  the  eye  a  very  strong  blow. 
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7.  In  playing  with  gunpowder  children  frequently  inflict  se- 
rious damage  on  their  eyes  by  the  explosion  of  the  powder  white 
their  faces  are  near  it,  or  by  foreign  bodies  being  propelled  into 


to  play  with  explosive  substances.  Careless  shooting  frequently 
causes  blindness. 

8.  Writing  or  reading  for  a  long  time  in  school  or  offices  in  bad 
positions,  opposite  a  strong  artificialor  natural  light,  or  when 
and  where  the  light  is  not  sufficient;  copying  and  drawing  very 
small  print,  so-called  etching,  in  fact  whenever  the  e}re  is  too  long 
strained  in  paying  attention  to  very  small  objects — a  predisposi- 
tion is  developed  to  painful  eye-diseases  too  short  sight  and  other 
complaints  weakening  the  eye. 

9.  There  are  certain  qualities  of  coal  which,  like  old,  dTy  fir- 
wood,  explode  while  burnt  in  the  grate,  and  cause  accidents  simi- 
lar to  those  produced  by  gunpowder  to  perons  sitting  or  standing 
opposite  the  grate. 

10.  Accidents  to  the  eyes  by  scalding  with  boiling  water,  by 
playing  with  melted  lead,  are  not  very  rare. 

11.  Painters,  masons,  plasterers,  laborers,  and  other  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  use  and  application  of  lime,  chalk,  mortar,  cement, 
and  similar  substances,  are  liable  to  get  those  materials  thrown  in- 
to their  eyes;  quick-lime,  or  lime  before  it  has  been  slacked  by 
the  addition  of  water,  is  one  of  the  most  destructive  agents  which 
can  come  in  contact  with  the  surface  of  the  eye.  If  a  sufficient 
quantity  is  allowed  to  remain  long  in  contact  with  the  eye,  abso- 
lute destruction  of  the  part  and  a  slough  follows,  which  fully 
completes  the  loss  of  the  eye.  Plaster,  mortar,  lime,  and  other 
combinations  of  lime  used  for  building  purposes,  differ  only  in  de- 
gree from  quick-lime  in  the  way  they  affect  the  eye. 

12.  All  persons  whose  occupations  oblige  them  to  live  in  an  at- 
mosphere impregnated  with  animal,  vegetable  or  mineral  dust,  are 
liable  to  inflammation  of  the  eyes — all  should  use  spectacles  of 
plain  glass  surrounded  by  a  soft  substance,  which,  by  adhering  to 
the  skin  of  the  forehead,  the  temples,  the  upper  part  ot  the  nose, 
and  -the  upper  part  of  the  cheek-bones,  would  prevent  the  dust 
from  affecting  the  eyes;  the  greatest  cleanliness  by  washing  of  the 
eyes  after  leaving  work  is  extremely  useful. 

13.  Coal-miners,  stoue-breakers,  sculptors,  metal-workers,  black- 
smiths, are  also  exposed  to  injuries  of  the  eves,  caused  by  small  par- 
ticles ot  the  various  materials  entering  with  much  force  the  exter- 
nal covering  of  the  eyes, — perforating  wounds  and  blindness  may 
then  be  caused; — they  also  recommend  to  wear  spectacles  similar  to 
those  mentioned  in  previous  paragraphs. 

14.  People  should  be  very  careful  to  avoid  using  any  towels,  rags, 
sponges,  which  are  used  by  any  patient  suffering  from  a  discharge 


the  eyes  by  the  explosion. 
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from  the  eyes;  there  is  the  greatest  difficulty  of  arresting  and  cur- 
ing epidemics  of  contagious  eye-disease*  when  they  occur  m  schools, 
workhouses,  workshops,  barracks,  hospitals,  in  fact  wherever  a 
large  number  of  people  congregate.  Whenever  possible  the  patients 
should  be  separated,  individually  treated,  and  whatever  has  been 
once  used  for  cleansing  the  eye  from  the  discharge,  should  be  dis- 
infected before  the  same  towel,  rag,  sponge  or  other  material  is 
used  a  second  time;— in  fact  it  is  best  to  burn  immediately  every- 
thing which  has  been  used  for  such  cleansing  purposes. 

The  accidents  which  occur  through  infection  by  purulent  eye-in- 
flammation of  various  kinds  are  very  numerous;  they  can  and 
should  be  always  preventrd  by  timely  rational  medical  aid. 

15.  In  all  cases  of  injury  of  the  external  or  internal  parts  of  the 
eye,  apply  immeadiately  for  medical  aid;  it  is  desirable,  till  medical 
advice  can  be  had,  that  the  injured  person  should  at  once  remain 
in  a  reclining  or  a  horizontal  position;  on  the  eyelids  apply  liquid 
or  cold  water  compresses  (that  is — little  pieces  of  old  linen  rags 
are  steeped  in  tepid  or  cold  water,  and  placed  over  the  closed  eye- 
lids). The  patient  soon  finds  out  what  temperature  suits  him  and 
best  relieves  the  pain. 

If  there  is  any  foreign  body  visible  in  the  eye,  and  it  is  easily  re- 
movable, it  should  be  done  at  once,  otherwise  all  should  be  left  to 
the  medical  man. 

If  the  injury  is  caused  by  lime,  mortar,  and  its  various  combina- 
tions, it  is  of  first  importance  to  remove  from  the  eye  every  parti- 
cle of  lime  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  then  to  arrest  any  further 
destructive  action  of  any  fragment  which  may  still  stick  to  the  ex- 
ternal membranes  of  the  eye. 

Special  attention  is  required  that  in  these  cases  no  water  should 
under  any  condition  be  used  for  cleaning  the  eye; — as  the  water 
dissolves  still  more  the  quick-lime,  the  heat  of  the  dissolved  lime 
increases,  which  thus  would  destroy  the  eye  still  quicker.  Sweet 
oil  should  be  dropped  immediately  into  the  eye — which  is  done 
either  by  a  little  paint-brush  dipped  in  oil,  or  if  there  is  not  such  a 
brush  at  hand,  a  rag,  a  feather,  a  piece  of  rolled  paper  are  dipped  in 
oil.  The  way  to  apply  the  oil  is  to  draw  up  the  upper  lid  and 
draw  down  the  lower  lid  at  th*»  outer  anirle.  and  insert  the  oil  while 
the  patient  turns  the  eyeball  towards  his  nose.  Both  eyelids  may 
everted;  in  this  position  the  smallest  particle  of  lime  can  be  seen 
and  easily  removed,  either  with  a  small  paint-brush  or  with  the 
rolled  up  corner  of  fine  rag  or  paper,  or  any  small  soft  and  round 
object;  before  the  eyelids  are  replaced  in  their  normal  position  and 
closed,  a  few  more  drops  of  oil  should  be  dropped  on  the  eye  and 
between  the  lids.  A  slight  stream  of  tepid  water  on  the  front  of 
the  eye  and  on  the  outward-turned  eyelids,  will  wash  away  the 
smallest  particle  of  dust  or  any  other  substance. 
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16.  It  happens  frequently  that  when  one  eye  is  lost  by  an  exter- 
nal injury,  that  the  eyesight  of  the  other  is  in  danger  of  being  lost; 
this  is  caused  by  what  is  usually  called  sympathetic  inflammation 
of  the  eye.  In  these  cases  there  is  only  one  means  of  saving  the 
second  eye:  this  is  by  the  extirpation  or  eunncleation  ol  the  first 
eye,  of  which  the  sight  has  been  lost.  As  many  people  object  to 
this  operation,  it  is  necessary  to  remind  them  that  they  must 
ascribe  to  themselves  the  loss  of  the  second  eye  by  their  refusal  of 
the  operation  just  named. 

17.  Blindness  is  also  frequently  caused  by  the  use  of  so-called 
wonderful  eye-salves,  ophthalmic  ointments,  eye-lotions,  and  simi- 
lar medicines,  which  are  used  without  medical  advice,  and  often 
change  a  curable  eye-disease  into  an  incurable  one  followed  by 
blindness. 


THE  AMERICAN  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

Will  hold  its  fourth  annual  session  at  Niagara  Falls,  commencing 
on  the  day  previous  to  the  assembling  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy,  which  date  has  not  yet  been  definitely  fixed. 

The  special  subject  for  discussion  will  be  :  The  diseases  inci- 
dent to  the  44  Second  Summer.11  This  subject  will  necessarily  in- 
clude : 

1st.  Difficult  dentition,  its  causes,  preventions  and  management. 
2d.    Alimentary  complications. 

3rd.   Special  Hygiene  of  the  41  Second  Summer/1  diet,  etc. 

4th.    Reflex  cerebral  disturbances. 

5th.    Complication  of  the  respiratory  system. 

6th.  Comparative  mortuary  statistics  under  different  systems  of 
treatment  and  management. 

This  announcement  is  made  thus  early  in  hope  that  observations 
made  during  the  past  summer  may  be  made  more  surely  and  fully 
utilized  by  preservation  and  presentation  to  the  nexl  meeting  of  the 
Society,  whicn  is  expected  to  be  one  of  unusual  interest. 

R.  N.  Tooker,  M.  D.,  President. 

237  Dearborn  Ave.,  Chicago,  III. 

L.  C.  Grosvenor,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

185  Lincoln  Ace.,  Chicago,  III. 
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PRO  VERS  ATTENTION! 

The  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Central  Ohio  has  deter- 
mined to  offer  a  prize  for  provings  of  drugs.  The  design  is  to  se- 
cure an  accurate  reproving  of  some  partially  tested  remedies.  The 
prize  will  be  given  to  the  physician  who  may  present  the  most 
valuable  proving.  All  homoeopathic  physicians  and  medical  soci- 
eties are  invited  to  enter  the  contest.  The  prize  will  be  Allen  s 
Encyclopedia  of  Pure  Materia  Medica,  or  its  money  equivalent  in 
homoeopathic  publications,  to  be  selected  by  the  successful  compet- 
itor. The  award  will  be  made  by  three  experts  in  Materia  Medica, 
not  members  of  the  society.  Any  who  desire  to  conduct  such  work, 
upon  themselves,  their  patients,  or  friends,  are  requested  to  send 
to  Dr.  John  C.  King,  of  Circleville,  Ohio  (secretary  of  com- 
mittee on  provings),  for  circulars  containing  further  information. 
It  is  hoped  that  members  of  our  school  who  desire  a  more  accurate 
Materia  Medica,  and  who  are  anxious  for  reprovings,  conducted 
upon  scientific  principles  (see  circular),  will  respond  to  this  call. 
All  work  presented  will  be  freely  made  the  property  of  the  profes- 
sion or  returned  to  the  author.  Any  one  of  these  drugs  may  be 
selected.    For  full  particulars  send  for  circular. 

Is  Dr.  H.  Bernard,  of  Mons,  a  Plagiarist?  This  question  is 
asked  by  one  of  our  constant  readers.  We  reply,  No!  Our  correspon- 
dent refers  to  the  similiarity  between  Dr.  Bernard's  statement  (page  332 
of  our  July  number)  in  relation  to  Hypericum,  and  Prof.  Jones'  teach- 
ing in  relation  to  the  same  drug,  in  this  Journal,  page  215,  April,  1880. 
Our  friend  T.  Morris  Strong,  who  translated  Dr.  Bernard's  article,  says 
that  when  he  received  the  proof  we  sent  him  of  the  article,  he  found 
that  he  had  omitted  the  names  of  a  number  of  authorities,  and  rather 

than  gi  ve  the  printer  the  trouble  of  running  over  so  many  lines  by  the 
insertion  of  these,  he  struck  out  those  which  he  had  included.  We  re- 
member the  striking  out  of  the  credit  to  Prof.  Jones  and  some  others/ 
The  translator  assumes  all  the  blame  and  relieves  Dr.  Bernard. 

Improved.  Our  readers  will  not  fail  to  notice  the  improved  appear- 
of  the  Observer.  The  type  is  better,  the  type-setting  more  accurate, 
and  the  press-work  satisfactory.  Credit  for  these  things  must  be  given 
to  our  new  printers  Messrs.  Kimball  &  Turner,  of  the  Gazette,  Pontiac, 
Michigan.  Some  delays  have  been  incident  to  the  change  but  we  hope 
to  have  everything  in  complete  running  order  soon,  and  issue  our  jour- 
nal with  its  old-time  promptness. 
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"  A  MERRY  HEART  DOETH  GOOD  LIKE  A  MEDICINE.'1 — SOLOMON. 


The  Medical  Student's  Primer.— What  place  is  this?  This  is 
the  Pathological  Society.  How  does  one  know  it  is  the  Pathologi- 
cal Society?    You  know  it  by  the  specimens  and  smell. 

What  does  that  gentleman  say?  He  said  he  has  made  a  post- 
mortem. All  the  gentleman  make  post  mortems.  The}'  would 
rather  make  a  post.mortem  than  go  to  a  party. 

What  is  that  on  a  plate?  That  is  a  tumor.  It  is  a  very  large 
tumor.  It  weighs  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds.  The  patient 
weighed  eighty-eight  pounds.  Was  the  tumor  removed  from  the 
patient?  No,  the  patient  was  removed  from  the  tumor.  Did  they 
save  the  patient?    No,  but  they  saved  the  tumor. 

What  is  this  in  the  bottle?  It  is  a  tapeworm.  It  is  a  long 
tapeworm;  it  is  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long.  Is  that  much  for  a 
tapeworm?  It  is  indeed  much  for  a  tapeworm,  but  not  much  for 
the  Pathological  Society. 

Punch's  Medical  Student. — "  What  would  you  do  sir,"  asks 
Punch,  "if  you  were  called  to  see  a  man  who  had  hung  himself?" 
"  I  would  cut  him  down."  11  Then  what  would  yon  do?  "I  would 
cut  him  up." 


COFFEE  CONCOCTIOXS-AND  HOW  TO  MAKE  THEM.  (Funny 

Folks. ) 

A  recent  analysis  of  coffee  affords  strong  grounds  for  the  conclusion 
that  such  a  thing  as  pure  coffee  exists  only  in  the  imagination  of  "  the 
pure,  to  whom  all  things  are  pure."  Out  of  thirty-seven  specimens  three 
proved  to  be  actually  devoid  of  any  coffee  whatever.  Even  that  "sold 
as  a  mixture  of  coffee  and  chicorj  "  proved  a  downright  sell,  the  chicory 
itself  being  adulterated.  Dates  and  dandelions  are  comparatively  harm- 
less, but  there  were  besides,  potatoes,  carrots,  parsnips,  beans,  mangold- 
wurzel,  acorns,  biscuit-powder,  burnt  sugar,  and  general  vegetable  mat- 
ter. ("  What's  the  matter?"  we  should  like  to  know.)  As  if  these  were 
not  enough,  there  have  been  found  also  in  coffee  Venetian  red,  burnt 
rags,  and  rope-yarn,  lentils,  and  ground  lupine  seeds,  sawdust,  horses' 
hearts  (to  think  that  adulterators  should  "the  heart  to  do  this!")  and 
baked  bullock's  liver. 

We  thus  see  that  a  great  deal  of  the  fine  Jamaica  coffee  is  not  *  real 
Jam  "  at  all,  and  that  the  best  Mocha  is  a  mere  Mocha-ry.  As  to  the 
victims  of  such  frauds,  we  might  ask  them,  in  music-hall  language: 

"  How  do  you  like  your  coffee?  what  do  you  give  a  pound? 
How  do  you  like  baked  horses 's  heart  ana  lentils  finely  ground? 
How  do  you  like  Venetian  red,  rope,  sawdust,  rags,  and  such? 
How  did  you  get  that  poison  down,  and  did  it  hurt  you  much!" 
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Doan.  Dr.  A.  Stanley  Doan,  a  graduate  of  the  Homoeopathic  College 
of  University  of  Michigan,  has  been  appointed  physician  at  the  House 
of  Correction  and  Reformatory,  at  Ionia,  Michigan. 

Howard.  Our  former  student,  Dr.  Walter  I.  Howard,  who  gradu- 
ated at  Ann  Arbor  last  spring,  has  found  an  excellent  location  at  Stev- 
ens' point,  Wisconsin.  He  is  a  very  worthy  young  man,  and  we  com- 
mend him  with  great  pleasure  to  our  friends  in  Stevens'  point,  some  of 
whom  have  been  our  patrons  at  Detroit. 

James.  Our  worthy  colleague  Bushrod  W.  James,  M.  D.,  one  of  our 
oldest  collaborators,  has  entirely  recovered  his  health  and  fully  resumed 
his  medical  practice  at  Philadelphia.  The  American  Institute  elected 
him  its  President  at  its  last  meeting,  and  he  will  doubtless  fill  the  office 
with  satisfaction  to  all  its  friends. 

Price.  Dr.  Eldridge  C.  Price  publishes  in  the  North  American  Jour- 
nal for  August,  an  excellent  reply  to  "  The  Fallacies  of  Homoeopathy," 
by  Prof.  A.  B.  Palmer. 


A  Good  Field  for  a  homoeopathic  physician  made  vacant  so  the  pur- 
chaser of  $200  worth  of  office  fixtures,  books,  etc.  Address  with  stamp  , 
P.  O.  Box  294.  Petoskey,  Emmet  Co.,  Mich. 

Removal.  Our  correspondents  will  please  address  us  hereafter: 
American  Observer,  Pontiac,  Mwhiyan. 


Editor  Observer:— Dr.  Angeline,  L.  Wilson,  of  Terre  Haute,  has 
been  very  much  annoyed  by  being  mistaken  for  the  author  of  my  let- 
ter to  the  Observer,  upon  the  Indianapolis  meeting  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  I  hasten  to  relieve  her  fiom  whatever 
odium  may  attach  to  the  writer  by  declaring  that  the  sentiments 
therein  contained  are  opposed  to  many  of  those  held  by  Dr.  Wilson. 
She  is  not  the  writer  of  the  letter,  as  Prof.  Wilson,  of  Ann  Arbor* 
well  knew  when  he  wrote  a  letter  of  expostulation  to  Dr.  Angeline 


THE  AMERICAN    INSTITUTE  LETTER, 


High  Ground,  Ind.,  Aug.  26. 


L.  Wilson,  of  Terre  Haute. 


T. 
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PI10F.  CLIFFORD  MITCHELL,  If.  1).,  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  EDITOR. 


RECENT  NOTES.  MEDICAL  AND  SCIENTIFIC. 


CLIFFORD   MITCHELL,  M.  D. 


ALLEGED  ANTISEPTICS. 

Now  that  the  medical  and  scientific  world  lias  had  its  attention 
called,  of  late  years,  so  often  to  the  use  of  ,k  antiseptics  "  in  medi- 
cine, the  Imperial  Board  of  Health  of  Berlin,  in  order  to  obtain 
more  than  mere  hearsay  evidence  in  regard  to  the  comparative 
value  of  these  agents,  has  ordered  Koch  to  rise  and  explain  "  in 
regard  to  them. 

He  finds,  on  experiment,  that  a  two-per-ceut  solution  of  carbolic 
arid  for  purposes  ot  cleaning  surgical  instruments,  etc.,  is  simply 
futile  and  nearly  inert  ;  according  to  him  a  five-per-cent  solution 
must  he  used.  Those  of  us  who  have  relied  upon  carbolic  oil  for 
antiseptic  purposes,  he  crushes  with  the  simple  statement,  as  a  re- 
sult of  his  experiments,  that  carbolic  acid  dissolved  in  oil  is  totally 
inert,  and  has  not  the  slightest  effect  on  the  vitality  of  micrococci 
or  bacilli. 

Sulphurous  odd,  which,  it  will  be  remembered  is  very  efficacious, 
in  disinfecting  rooms  after  such  diseases  as  small  pox  and  the  like, 
he  demolishes  with  one  blow.  It  is  powerless  against  bacilli  and 
micrococci,  when  the  latter  are  exposed  to  its  fumes  in  a  room  at 
the  usual  temperature. 

Chloride  of  zinc,  concerning  whose  merits  we  have  heard  much 
in  certain  quarters  of  late,  is  also,  according  to  Koch,  a  "  polite  fic- 
tion," comparatively  speaking,  as  an  antiseptic  ;  spores  of  anthrax 
were  exposed  to  the  influence  for  thirty  days  at  the  end  of  which 
time  they  came  up  "  fresh  and  smiling  M — unharmed  by  the  five- 
per-cent  solution. 
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To  kill  the  spore9  of  bacilli,  i.  e.<  to  disinfect  in  the  true  sense  of 
the  word,  only  the  following  remedies  can,  according  to  him,  be 
said  to  be  of  any  value,  namely  :  Corrosive  sublimate,  chlorine 
bromine,  iodine.    Bromine  in  form  of  vapor  is,  as  far  as  rapidity  of 
action  goes,  superior  to  chlorine  and  iodine. 

He  deems  a  five-per-cent  solution  of  thymol  in  alcohol  inert  or 
possessing  very  little  influence  ;  the  same  may  be  said  of  a  one- 
per-cent  solution  of  Salicylic  acid  in  alcohol. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  one-per-cent  solution  of  corossive  sublimate 
killed  the  spores  of  bacilli  in  one  day,  as  did  also  freshly  prepared 
chlorine  water  and  a  two-per-cent  solution  of  bromine  water. 

The  arithmetical  problem  which  now  confronts  us  is  :  If  a  one- 
per-cent  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate  will  kill  the  spores  of  ba- 
cilli in  one  day,  and  a  fice-per-cent  solution  of  chloride  of  zinc  wont 
do  it  in  thirty  days,  how  much  percent  better  is  corrosive  sublimate 
as  an  antiseptic  than  chloride  of  zinc? 

CORROSIVE  SUBLIMATE  AS  A  DISINFECTANT. 

In  some  of  the  French  hospitals  corrosive  sublimate  is  now  used 
as  a  disinfecting  agent — strength,  one  p?r  cent.  Instruments,  how- 
ever, are  cleaned  with  a  five-per-cent  solution  of  phenic  acid,  to 
avoid  the  corrosive  action  of  the  mercury  bichloride. 

TWO  NEW  ANTISEPTICS. 

Le  Bon  has  presented  to  the  attention  of  the  French  Academy, 
two  agents  which  he  avers  are  very  soluble,  odorless  and  harmless 
and  of  powerful  antiseptic  properties.  These  substances  are  the 
glyceroborate  of  calcium  and  the  glyceroborate  of  sodium  ;  the 
one  is  made  from  borate  of  lime  and  glycerine,  the  other  from  bo- 
rate of  sodium  and  glycerine.  Le  Bon  prefers  the  sodium  glycer- 
oborate to  the  calcium  one  ;  it  is  superior  to  phenic  acid  in  that  it  is 
soluble  in  water  in  all  proportions  and  is  absolutely  harmless.  It 
may  therefore  be  used  in  diseases  of  the  eye,  without  danger. 

NAPHTHALINE  AS   AN  ANTISEPTIC. 

Napthaline  is  convenient,  harmless  and  cheap,  to  use  in  surgical 
dressings.  It  may  be  dissolved  in  either  ether  or  alcohol.  The 
only  objection  to  its  use  is  the  absolute  necessity  of  its  being  pure 
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and  not  contaminated  with  various  substances,  notably  carbolic 
acid. 

SCORE  ONE  FOR  PHENIC  ACID  ! 

Dr.  Ramonet  is  loud  in  his  praises  of  phenic  acid.  He  has 
treated  41  cases  of  typhoid  fever  with  it  in  Boghar  (Algeria).  Re- 
sults :  39  recoveries,  2  deaths.  He  concludes  that  it  is  not  merely 
an  antipyretic  or  hyposthemsaut  but  exercises  an  antizymotic  cur- 
ative agency. 

HELENIN   AS  AN  ANTISEPTIC. 

Dr.  Korab  thinks  well  of  helenin  as  an  antiseptic  ;  experiments 
made  by  him  on  guinea  pigs  and  rabbits,  showed  that  this  sub- 
stance destroys  bacilli,  notably  those  of  tuberculosis.  If  it  be  true 
that  bacilli  are  the  vehicles  of  tuberculosis  the  eminently  toxic 
properties  of  helenin  as  regards  these  organisms  may  find  happy 
application  in  some  cases. 

SYPHILITIC  BACTERIDIA. 

Martineau  and  Hamonic  having  excised  an  indurated  chancre 
put  it  in  a  liquid  suitable  for  the  "  culture  "  of  disease  germs,  as 
recommended  by  Pasteur,  and  in  about  twenty  hours  were  able  to 
demonstrate  the  presence  of  numerous  bacteridia.  A  certain  quan- 
tity of  the  liquid  containing  these  bacteridia  was  hypodermically 
injected  into  the  cellular  tissue  of  a  pig's  abdomen,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  the  experimenters  found  analogous  bacteridia  in  the 
blood  of  the  animal.  A  month  later  papulo-squamous  syphilides 
appeared  on  the  pig's  abdomen  and  the  hair  fell  out.  Similar  re- 
sults following  in  the  case  of  another  pig,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
inoculate  a  third  with  bacteridia  obtained  from  the  first  two,  and 
cultivated,  which  failed. 

It  follows,  then,  that  pigs  may  be  inoculated  with  syphilis  di- 
rectly from  man,  but  that  it  is  not  inoculable  from  pig  to  pig;  the 
experimenters  also  deem  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  syphilitic  bac- 
teridia settled  without  doubt. 

A  NEW  REMEDY. 

Prof.  Germain  Lee  has  been  making  experiments  upon  the  new 
remedy  Convallaria  Majalis;  he  finds  it  one  of  the  most  important 
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cardiac  remedies  and  recommends  it  in  cases  of  cardiac  asthma  in 
connection  with  iodide  of  potash.  In  heart  troubles  associated 
with  dropsy,  it  surpasses  all  other  remedies,  even  when  other  di- 
uretics are  not  given  in  connection  with  it. 

CURE  OF  DIABETES  MELLITUS. 

Felizet  affirms  that  the  same  medication  which,  in  a  few  hours 
will  suppress  glycusoria,  ought,  it  persisted  in  for  a  few  weeks  or 
months,  to  cure  diabetes  mellitus.  According  to  him,  then,  con- 
tinued massive  doses  ot  bromide  of  potash  is  the  treatment  for  the 
latter  disease. 

.TEQUIR1TY  IN  OPHTHALMIC  PRACTICE. 

The  plant  called  by  the  people  of  Brazil  Jequirity  (Cabrus  Pri- 
catorius),  has  the  power,  when  certain  parts  of  it  are  infused,  to 
determine  rapidly  purulent  ophthalmia  of  a  cronpal  aspect,  when 
applied  as  a  lotion  to  the  eyes. 

This  factitious  ophthalmia  is  of  short  duration  and  leaves  no 
lesions,  and  the  ability  to  produce  it  will  l)e  of  service  in  the  treat- 
ment of  granulations,  pan n us,  conjunctival  diphtheritis,  etc.,  re- 
placing inoculations  which  always  have  a  certain  danger  attendant 
upon  their  use. 

RE-AGENTS  FOR  ALKALOIDS. 

According  to  Hubner,  the  most  delicate  general  re-agent  for  al- 
kaloids, is  the  iodide  of  bismuth  and  potassium.  The  orange-red 
precipitate  caused  by  adding  it  to  a  solution  containing  an  alkaloid 
is  visible,  even  when  the  dilutions  are  extreme,  when  observed  on  a 
plate  of  glass  resting  upon  glossy,  black  paper.  Next  in  delicacy 
an  iodide  of  cadmium  and  potassium,  iodide  of  mercury  and  potas- 
sium, phospho-molybdic  acid  and  phosphotunjatic  acid  which  are 
about  equal  in  power.  After  these  come  platinic  chloride,  mer- 
curic chloride  .and  the  remainder. 

PASTEUR  IN  HONOR. 

The  French  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  placed  another  large 

sum  at  the  disposal  of  Pasteur  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  new  line 

of  experiments  in  regard  to  the  contagious  diseases  of  animals.  In 

1880  50,000  francs  ($10,000)  was  given  him  by  the  government  ; 
in  1881  40,000,  and  now  a  further  sum  of  50,000  is  added. 
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PROF.   S.   LILIENTHAL,  Sf.  I).,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  EDITOR. 


OX  TRANSITORY  ALBUMINURIA  AND  MELLITUREA 

IN  DELIRIUM  TREMENS. 


The  desire  to  find  a  material  basis  in  certain  pathological  pro- 
cesses of  the  brain  in  mental  diseases,  led  in  clinical  studies  to  ob- 
serve more  closely  all  manifestations  in  relation  to  the  vegetative 
functions  of  the  abnormally  acting  brain.  Among  other  interest- 
ing observations  we  may  notice  that  Fuerstner  frequently  found 
albuminuria  in  delirium  tremens,  and  that  there  is  frequently  a 
certain  proportionality  between  excretion  of  albumen  and  delirium' 
inasmuch  as  with  the  cerebral  affection  the  quantity  of  albumen 
in  the  urine  rises  and  falls  (Arch.  f.  Psychiatry  VI.  755).  Wein- 
berg finds  albumen  in  33  per  cent,  uncomplicated  cases  and  leads  g 
our  attention  te  the  strict  coincidence  of  the  duration  of  the  albu- 
minuria to  that  of  the  delirium  and  to  the  correspondence  in  rela- 
tion to  the  quantity  of  albumen  in  the  urine,  to  the  intensity  of 
the  delirium  (B.  K.  W.  XIII.  4t>5).  Both  observers  exclude  tex- 
tural  changes  in  the  kidneys  ;  and  whereas  the  latter  sees  the 
cause  of  the  transitory  albuminuria  in  a  disturbance  of  innervation 
of  the  vasomotory  or  secretory  renal  nerves  from  cerebral  states 
the  former  considers  it  an  expression  of  transient  hyperemia, 
hence  increased  blood  pressure,  as  shown  in  alcoholists  by  the  ten- 
dency to  inflammations,  to  hemorrhages  in  the  meninges,  and  espec- 
ially by  increased  perspiration,  manifesting  itself  by  primary  in- 
increase  of  blood  pressure  in  the  kidneys.  Senator  also  agrees  that 
this  is  an  albuminuria  from  a  cerebral  basis  and  hints  to  the 
centre  for  sugar  and  albumen  given  by  Claude  Bernard  and  to  the 
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nceud  vital  of  Flourens.  The  anatomical  changes  taking 
place  in  the  central  nervous  system  during  delirium  tremens  are 
especially  anomalies  in  the  circulatory  apparatus,  principally 
venous  hyperemia  and  oedema.  At  first  portions  of  the  hemis- 
pheres are  only  attacked,  which  then  extends  to  the  deeper  lying 
regions  of  the  central  nervous  system  (medulla  oblongata,  centre 
for  the  formation  of  albumen  and  sugar,)  and  where  death  super- 
venes, the  noeud  vital  probably  suffered. 

Transient  mellituria  and  albuminuria  is  also  found  in  other  cere- 
bral affections.  H.  Fisher  explains  the  manifestations  appearing 
during  commotio  cerebri  from  a  reflex  paralysis  of  the  cerebral  ves- 
sels, and  the  albuminuria,  the  diabetes  mellitus  and  insipidus, 
which  are  often  observed  from  manifestations  of  irritation  on  some 
parts  of  the  fossa  rhomboidea.  The  presence  of  albuminuria  in 
epilepsy  has  often  been  described,  when  it  came  and  passed  off  with 
the  fit.  We  might  also  cite  cases  of  eclampsia,  where  the  transi- 
tory albuminuria  must  be  taken  not  as  a  symptom  of  a  predispos- 
ing nephritis,  but  rather  as  a  sequel  of  a  disturbance  in  the  central 
nervous  system,  which  caused  the  eclampsia. 

B.  K.  W.  June,  186*. 

,  Removal  of  Warts  and  Condylomata.  —Unna  (Hamburg)^ 
formerly  used  for  pointed  condylomata  unguentum  cinereum  con- 
taining 5-10  Arsenic,  which  attacks  the  condylomata  without  af- 
fecting the  healthy  skin.  Lately  he  found  this  ointment  equaliy 
beneficial  in  common  warts,  as  they  appear  sometimes  in  quantity 
in  young  people  (verrucae  aggregatae).  A  young  girl  had  the  back 
of  her  hands  full  of  warts,  and  she  was  ordered  to  cover  her  hands 
day  aud^  night  with  the  ointment  spread  on  some  soft  muslin  (1  qu. 
Mtr.  contained  0,005  grm.  Ars.  and  0,0025  Hydrarg).  After  a  few 
days  all  the  warts  were  more  flat,  some  of  yellowish-white  color,, 
and  after  two  weeks  nearly  all  the  warts  were  gone  whereas  the 
healthy  skin  did  not  show  even  a  sign  of  irritation.  In  another 
case  some  warts  were  left  uncovered,  and  these  grew  steadily  wher- 
eas the  others  shrunk.  Putting  the  former  under  the  same  treat- 
ment they  also  disappeared  by  absorption,  as  in  a  spontaneous. 
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cure.  They  do  not  become  necrosed  and  fall  off  as  when  cauter- 
ized. He  recommends  his  treatment  especially  in  verruca?  aggre- 
gate of  the  face.  Monatch  /.  Dermatol.  1882. 

Hypodermic  Injections  of  Mercurius  Cyanati's  in  Syphilitic 
Affections  of  the  Eyes. — The  favorable  influence  of  mercurial 
inunction  in  syphilitic  affections  of  the  eyes  is  well  known,  espec- 
ially in  that  most  dangerous  form,  choroiditis  syphilitica,  but  there 
are  cases  where  it  fails,  as  also  in  neuritis  opt.  syph.  with  its  conse- 
quent atrophy  of  the  papilla.  Experiments  with  subcutaneous  in- 
jections of  mercurial  albuminates  also  failed.  After  experimenting 
on  animals  to  find  out  the  maximum  dose,  Galezowski  uses  now  the 
cyanide  of  mercury,  5-10  Mgrm.  for  a  dose.  No  local  symptoms  of 
irritation  followed  nor  any  symptoms  of  poisoning.  So  far  he  has 
made  234  injections  on  seven  patients.  Iritis  syph.  was  cured  after 
5-10  injections  and  similar  success  followed  in  choroiditis  syph.,  in 
neuroretinitis  syph.,  in  retino-choroiditis  syph.  Even  in  a  case  of 
syph.  atrophy  of  the  papilla?,  improvement  followed  and  he  could 
see  better.  Prog  res  Med.,  15,  1882. 

Pediculi  Pubis  in  the  Cilia  of  Infants.— Dr.  Paul  Bleiker 
was  called  to  examine  a  child  of  a  wealthy  family,  because  it  had 
something  on  his  eyes.  He  thought  first  on  blepharoadenitis,  but 
the  edge  of  the  lid  showed  no  change,  there  were  neither  ulcers  nor 
small  crusts  gluing  together  one  or  more  yellow  cilia?.  He  found 
bright,  small,  round  formation  firmly  adherent  to  the  hair-bulb  of 
the  cilia?,  the  edge  of  the  pediculus  pubis,  but  of  the  animal  itself 
only  here  and  there  could  be  seen  a  small  part  of  its  posterior  ab- 
domen, protruding  from  the  gland  of  the  hair-follicle.  One  drop 
of  Balsamum  Peru  was  rubbed  on  the  lid  and  after  a  few  seconds 
they  could  be  seen  on  the  surface,  so  that  they  could  be  removed 
with  a  ciliary  pincette.  This  application  must  have  also  destroyed 
the  young  ones,  as  no  relapse  followed.  Since  then  two  other  chil- 
dren, suffering  with  the  same  affliction,  were  treated  thus  and  the 
success  was  equally  prompt.  Med.  Xenigk,  39, 1882. 
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S  aw  i  la  zrj  Set  c  w  cc  i 

BUSHROD  W.  JAMES,  A.  M.,  M.  I>.,  PHILAOELHHIA,  PA.,  EDITOR. 

SCARLET  FEVER  AND  SANITATION. 

Alfred  Carpenter,  in  a  recent  paper  on  some  of  the  conditions 
which  modify  or  increase  the  infectious  character  of  scarlatina, 
gives  the  following  account  of  a  large  school  in  Croydon.  Although 
the  master  spared  no  expense  and  trouble,  and  did  everything  sani- 
tary science  dictated,  the  disease  was  not  in  the  least  dispelled,  and 
would  appear  over  and  over  again,  until  at  length,  all  efforts  fail- 
ing, the  building  was  abandoned.  At  this  time,  continues  the  doc- 
tor, I  had  opportunity  to  make  a  close  examination  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  I  believe  I  discovered  the  reason  why  scarlatina  persisted 
in  infecting  the  inmates.  In  the  year  1851  a  new  system  of  sewer- 
age was  carried  out  in  this  part  of  Croydon.  The  house  in  ques- 
tion was  connected  with  the  system  and  water  closets  were  intro- 
duced in  the  school  yard.  It  was  supposed  that  the  cesspool  of 
the  old  privy  was  filled  up.  One  was  so  treated,  but  a  second  (a 
kind  of  dumb  well  in  a  porous  soil)  was  not  discovered  and  was  not 
disturbed.  In  repairing  the  school  yard  this  second  cavern  was 
found,  and  the  morning  after  it  was  laid  open  it  was  seen  to  be  hal^ 
full  of  bloody  water.  It  was  further  found  to  be  the  recipient  of  the 
washings  of  a  slaughterhouse.  This  recurred  at  least  twice  a  week, 
displacing  the  aerial  contents  of  the  cesspool  into  the  closest  and 
urinals  of  the  boys.  This  explained  the  cause  for  complaints. 
The  cesspool  was  filled  up,  the  washing  of  the  slaughter  house 
made  to  discharge  itself  in  the  right  direction,  and  the  building  has 
again  been  occupied  as  a  school,  since  which  time  there  has  not 
been  a  case  of  scarlatina  among  the  occupants.  It  is  evident  that 
the  cesspool  in  the  school  yard  contained  material  which  held  the 
vitality  of  the  disease  germs,  I  think  from  being  fed  with  water 
containing  blood  products,  and  which  were  displaced  by  the  intro- 
duction of  fluid  every  vreek.Sauitanj  Record. 
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BY  BUSIIROD  W.  JAMES,  A.  M.,  M.  I).,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

The  fourth  International  Congress  of  Hygiene  met  at  Geneva, 
from  September  4th,  to  September  9th,  1882. 

The  Belgian  Academy  otters  a  pri/.e'of  3000  francs  for  the  best 
study  of  the  subject  of  destruction  of  fishes  by  pollution  of  rivers. 

An  exhibition  of  appliances  and  apparatus  bearing  on  dwelling, 
food,  clothing  and  water  supply,  is  fixed  to  be  held  at  the  Alexan- 
dra Palace,  England,  during  the  Autumn  of  the  present  year. 

The  third  annual  exhibition  of  international  food  and  foreign 
produce  is  to  be  held  at  Hyde  Park  Hall,  Albert  Gate,  London,  com- 
mencing October  14th  and  ending  October  28th. 

The  English  ladies  are  going  to  try  trycycling.  The  Lambeth 
Trycycle  Club  has  elected  Mrs.  Dr.  Garret  Anderson  its  Vice-Pres- 
ident. Exercise  and  good  sanitation  are  the  dominant  ideas  of  the 
day. 

The  proportion  of  physicians  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
is  estimated  at  one  to  every  600.  In  Canada  it  is  one  to  1200  ;  in 
Great  Britian,  one  to  1672  ;  in  Germany,  one  to  every  30O0.  The 
number  of  practical  sanitarians  are  so  few  that  they  have  never 

been  counted. 

"  Alphonse  Karr,  talking  of  food  adulteration,  remarked  :   4  It's 
very  curious,  isn't  it  ?  If  I  poison  my  grocer  the  very  lightest  sen-  • 
tence  would  be  hard  labor  for  life  ;  but  if  my  grocer  poisons  me — 
ah,  that's  a  different  thing  !  he  is  fined  forty  francs.'" — Sanitary 
Record. 

A  danger  from  securely  trapped  and  ventilated  sewer  pipes  in 
houses,  is,  that  some  little  gas  will  be  generated  in  the  house  side 
of  the  traps  of  basins  and  closets,  this  is  not  great,  but  a  good  anti- 
septic and  disinfectant  thrown  in  after  using  the  water  closet  will 
overcome  it. 
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Poisonous  Coloring  Substances— Makers  of  and  dealers  in 
confectionery,  liquors,  or  alimentary  substances,  are  expressly  for- 
bidden by  the  Prefect  of  Police,  Paris,  the  use  of  any  of  the  follow- 
ing coloring  matter  : 

Mineral  Colors. — The  compounds  of  copper,  blue  verdigris, 
mountain  blue,  compounds  ot  lead,  and  oxides  of  lead.  Oxychlor- 
ied  of  lead,  cassel  yellow,  Turkey  yellow,  Paris  yellow.  Carbonate 
of  lead— white  lead,  flake  white.  Anti inornate  of  lead — Naples 
yellow,  sulphate  of  lead.  Chromates  of  lead,  chrome  yellowt  co- 
logne yellow.  Chromate  of  baryta — yellow  ultramarine.  Com- 
pounds of  arsenic — arsenite  of  copper,  Scheele's  green.  Sulphide 
of  mercury — vermillion. 

Organic  Colors. — Gamboge  and  aconite.  Fuchine  andits  sub- 
products,  such  as  Lyon's  blue,  Eosine.  Nitro  derivatives,  such  as 
naphthol  yellow  and  Victoria  yellow.  It  is  also  expressly  forbid- 
den to  make  use  of  paper  colored  by  any  of  the  above  named 
matters.  Manufactories  and  shops  are  to  be  inspected  annually,  or 
more  frequently,  and  any  one  detected  using  any  of  the  prohibited 
substances,  for  coloring  purposes,  shall  be  dealt  with  according  to> 
law. 

k*  A  new  drama  brought  out  in  London  contains  drunkenness, 
a  wedding,  a  forgery,  a  murder,  a  railway  collision,  a  financial 
panic,  a  riot,  the  wrecking  of  a  bark,  starvation  and  arson.  The- 
author  evidently  thought  he  had  introduced  all  the  crimes  in  the 
catalogue,  but  he  forgot  the  River  and  Harbor  bill  of  the  U.  S- 
Congress."  Nineteen  millions  for  throwing  mud  and  dirty,  slimy 
water  about,  while  the  National  Board  of  Health  is  starved  into  a 
financial  skeleton.  Epidemics  are  hovering  around  us  and  gladlv 
flopping  their  wings  at  the  prospect  of  an  undisturbed  funereal  feast 
ere  long. 

Registration  of  births  and  deaths  originally  bore  only  on  the  de- 
scent of  property,  but  since  the  value  of  vital  statistics  has  begun 
to  be  recognized,  the  present  system  is  seen  to  be  very  imperfect. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  causes  of  death  are  untrustworthy,  being 
either  uncertified  and  furnished  by  friends,  or  suggested  by  the  reg- 
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istrar,  while  many  of  those  certified  by  medical  men  are  most 
unsatisfactory. — The  Sanitary  Record. 

Food  as  a  Transmitter  of  Disease. — At  a  recent  meeting  ot 
the  Birmingham  and  Midland  Association  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health,  Mr.  G.  H.  Forbroke,  President  of  the  Association,  read  a 
paper  upon  the  present  workings  of  the  dairies,  cow  sheds  and 
milk  shops,  and  in  which  he  declared  himself  as  fully  concurring 
with  that  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  regulation  of  the  dairies  of  the 
country,  and  that  he  looks  upon  it  as  a  piece  of  necessary  legisla- 
tion. He  said  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  quote  cases  where 
food  had  served  as  a  channel  by  which  disease  had  been  conducted 
from  household  to  household.  Milk,  being  a  powerful  absorbent, 
was  a  channel  by  which  zymotic  disease  frequently  traveled,  and  it 
could  not  for  one  moment  be  denied  that  the  State  was  justified  in 
making  an  attempt  to  protect  the  milk  consumer  against  the  dan- 
ger of  contracting  disease  when  making  use  of  such  food. 

Gas  Poisons. — Professor  Pobek,  of  Breslau.  has  made  some  ex- 
periments, from  which  it  appears  that,  in  poisoning  by  hghting- 
gas,  the  only  poisonous  agent  is  the  carbolic  oxide.  In  certain 
cases,  when  the  gas  traverses  a  stratum  of  earth  not  yet  saturated, 
it  leaves  behind  it  the  hydrocarbons  with  their  characteristic  odors 
and  in  this  case  it  may  permeate  the  house  without  being  detected 
by  the  smell.  The  analysis  of  this  gas  is  given  by  Professor  Pobek 
as  13.20  of  carburet  of  hydrogen  ;  12.52  marsh  gas  ;  14.7  hydro- 
gen ;  0.76  carbonic  oxide  ;  3.62  carbonic  acid ;  6.62  oxygen  ;  and 
60.62  nitrogen.  There  have  been  cases  where  this  gas  has  ex- 
ploded, but  this  is  of  rare  occurrence,  owing  to  the  fact  that  only  a 
certain  well  defined  proportion  of  gas  and  air  will  explode.  Gas 
vitiates  the  atmosphere  by  absorbing  oxygen  and  disengaging  a 
considerable  quantity  of  heat.  In  burning  gas  imperfectly,  as  well 
as  in  heating  appliances,  an  excess  of  moisture  is  produced,  which 
is  injurious  to  health. 

Necessary  Qualifications  for  Health  Officers.  —  Dr.  G. 
F.  Wil  lough  by  is  the  author  of  a  very  practical  paper,  re- 
cently read  before  one  of  England's  Sanitary  Societies.     He  in- 
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sists  on  the  importance  of  medical  officers  of  health  being  free  from 
private  practice,  and  the  necessity  of  being  free  from  the  local  au- 
thority. The  medical  officers  of  health  ought  to  show  a  knowl- 
edge of  physics,  chemistry,  engineering  and  sanitary  science  gener- 
ally— subjects  which,  in  some  institutions,  form  no  part  of  the  edu- 
cation or  examination  of  the  ordinary  medical  student. 

The  whole  method  of  taking  medical  and  scientific  evidence  in 
court,  he  continues,  is  radically  wrong.  The  equality  in  the  eye  of 
the  law  of  all  medical  men  is  a  mischievous  fiction  ;  but  the  fun- 
damental mistake  lies  in  the  custom  of  retaining  medical  and  scien- 
tific men  as  witnesses  for  prosecution  and  defence,  thus  inevitably 
converting  the  expert  into  the  advocate.  The  duty  of  the  expert 
should  be  to  assist  the  court  by  stating,  without  reserve  and  re- 
gardless of  either  side,  scientific  facts  which  judge  and  jury  could 
not  otherwise  know,  in  language  scientifically  accurate,  and  at  the 
same  time  intelligible  to  unscientific  persons,  avoiding  excess  of 
confidence  or  caution,  and  in  accordance  with  the  sometimes  ar- 
bitrary laws  of  evidence.  To  do  this  with  credit  demands  study 
and  practice,  and  there  is  an  urgent  need  for  a  class  of  trained  and 
skilled  medical  experts.  Though  questions  of  insanity,  or  the  re- 
mote consequences  of  railway  accidents,  and  a  few  others,  would 
still  require  the  services  of  specialists,  experts  in  forensic  medicine 
generally  and  the  allied  scientific  subjects  would  be  ready  at  hand, 
in  the  persons  of  medical  officers  of  health,  such  as  have  been  de- 
scribed, versed  in  every  branch  of  state  medicine,  and  familiar  with 
the  methods  of  scientific  investigation. 

RAILROAD  SANITATION. 

Dr.  S.  S.  Herrick,  speaking  of  the  objects  and  advantages  of  railroad 
sanitation,  urges  the  necessity  of  the  recommendation  for  sanitary 
inspection  of  railway  carriages.  Here,  it  seems  to  us,  there  is  much 
room  for  improvement.  There  is  nothing,  whatever,  so  far  as  we 
know,  to  prevent  a  person  in  the  infective  stage  of  disease  traveling 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another,  and  subjecting  those  who 
meet  him  on  the  way,  and  those  who  travel  in  the  same  carriage 
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after  him,  to  the  risks  of  acquiring  the  same  disease.  These  re- 
marks are  no  less  applicable  to  animals  affected  with  contagious  dis- 
eases. It  is  too  much  to  expect,  as  the  author  of  this  paper  says, 
that  the  ordinary  officers  of  a  compan  y  could  be  depended^on  to  rec- 
ognize and  ward  off  all  dangers  of  this  kind,  and  the  work  should  be 
undertaken  by  competent  sanitary  authorities  at  the  most  important 
stations.  The  author  does  not  lose  sight  of  the  purpose  of  the  pro- 
posed sanitary  service  which  is  designed  to  secure  the  country  against 
pecuniary  loss  by  reducing  the  actual  cost  of  disasters  to  the  low- 
est amount,  by  adopting  precautions  against  disasters,  by  preserv- 
ing the  health  and  thereby  securing  the  competency  of  employees, 
by  avoiding  the  stigma  of  kk  common  carriers"  of  disease  and  de- 
stroyers of  live  stock,  with  its  incidental  losses,  and  by  obviating 
interruptions  in  business,  through  quarantine  obstructions,  and 
expensive  law  suits  for  damages  to  persons  and  property. 


E.  A.  LODGE,  SEN.,  M.  D.,    PONTIAC,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 


PHTHISIS  PULMOXALIS ;  OR  TUBERCULAR  PHTH- 
SIS.    By  Go-shorn  X.  Rrigham,  M.  A,  Gr  ind  Ripids,  Mich. 

Boericle  and  Tafel,  1*82. 

To  think  that  in  a  serious  scientific  treatise,  the  author — a  ven- 
erable grey-beard  —  should  fling  a  pun  at  us  before  he  has 
written  forty  lines  of  his  introduction  !  It  seems  ineredible,  but 
there  it  is,  on  p.  8,  grinning  in  all  its  ghastliness  : 

*'  Without  claiming  that  we  have  said  all,  or  even  the  best  that 
can  be  said,  upon  this  grace  subject.1' 

Such  levity  is  very  unseemly.  On  one  occasion,  when  Coleridge 
had  astonished  some  friends  by  a  rhapsodical  monologue  of  awful 
solemnity,  one  of  the  hearers,  when  on  his  way  home,  expressed 
his  painful  surprise  to  Lamb.  11  Oh,'1  said  Elia,  "  n-n-never  mind 
Coleridge — he's  f-f-full  of  fun  f 

So  is  our  author.  On  his  very  title  page  he  says,  kk  Phthisis 
Fulmonalis  ;  or  Tubercular  Phthisis."  as  it  these  were  equivalents. 
Again  he  says  :    "  The  word  phthisis  means  a  wasting  away — a 
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slow  death."  He  improves  upon  this  in  the  very  next  paragraph, 
as  witness  :  11  The  use  of  the  terra  more  recently  has  by  common 
consent,  been  restricted  to  that  species  of  wasting  away  which  at- 
tends the  occupation  (sir)  of  the  lungs  with  tuberculous  matter 
and  the  changes  in  its  transformation,  and  the  destruction  of  tis- 
sue where  it  works."  This  is  what  Pope's  Dennis  would  call 
11  clotted  nonsense." 

But,  whoever  falsely  says  that  homceopathists  are  not  pathol- 
ogists need  only  read  this  book  to  be  confounded.  Here,  for  in- 
stance, is  the  utter  annihilation  of  such  an  one  : 

tk  That  the  lungs  should  become  the  focus  of  the  tubercular  de- 
posit does  not  seem  strange  when  we  come  to  consider  that  all  the 
blood  and  blood-making  material  has  a  constant  flow  into  this  or- 
gan [sic),  there  to  undergo  the  process  of  parting  with  carbon  and 
of  receiving  oxygen.  The  blood  fluid  in  all  stages  and  conditions 
of  purity,  at  high  grade  and  low  grade  of  vitality,  passes  into  this 
sifting,  assimilating  and  eliminating  organ  (sic),  to  be  prepared  for 
the  highest  uses  in  the  production  of  structural  formation  and  for 
supporting  functional  activity.  That  portions  of  debris  should 
become  immeshed  in  this  net  work  of  cells  does  not  seem  strange."1 

Of  course  not ;  why  should  it  ?  One  more  gem  and  we  will  close 
the  book  :  *'  VVe  regard  the  hemorrhagic  diathesis  when  tending  to 
localize  upon  the  lungs,  as  especially  suggesting  digitalis." 

Just  as  we  are  shutting  the  covers  our  hand  is  stayed  by  this  : 

*k  Persons  are  only  immure,  after  all,  by  keeping  up  a  good  nu- 
trition and  a  good  quality  of  blood." 

Avaunt,  thou  hoary-headed  joker,  and  with  thy  book  depart  to 
shades  Tartarean  ! 

It  will,  however,  be  only  fair  to  give  an  instance  of  our  author's 
prowess  in  practice,  and  to  that  end  we  cite  a  case  of  "  chronic  tu- 
bercular phthisis,1'  from  p.  162. 

"  Mary  Foster,  aet.  4,  with  blue  eyes,  large  head,  and  small  mus- 
cles, does  not  seem  to  grow  well ;  eats  little  and  is  very  nervous. 
Tires  out  easily.  Upper  lip  a  little  swollen,  teeth  very  white,  In- 
clined to  diarrhoea,  undigested  food  passing  with  the  excreta.  Ten- 
dency to  curvature  of  the  spine.  To  look  at  her  seems  as  it  her  neck 
were  too  small  to  carry  so  much  head.  Flat  chest  and  wing-like 
shoulders.  Gave  Calcarea  6th  attenuation  with  a  quick  response, 
and  advance  of  nutritive  movements  which  resulted  in  firm  health 
and  in  giving  general  harmony'  to  the  structural  development  in  the 
course  of  two  years.    G.  N.  B." 

We  have  selected  this  not  by  any  means  as  one  of  Dr.  Brigham's 
best  cases,  but  as  one  which  he  is  willing  to  present  when  giving 
the  indications  for  remedies  in  chronic  tubercular  phthisis,  and  we 
wonder  if  he  regards  this  case  as  an  instance  thereof. 

We  cannot  truthfully  declare  that  this  work  adds  anything  to 
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the  common  stock  of  knowledge,  and  we  are  obliged  to  express  our 
surprise  that  such  a  book  should  have  found  a  publisher.  If  a  need 
for  it  is  evinced  by  a  large  sale,  it  will  be  a  testimony  of  which 
American  Homoeopathy  may  well  be  sorrowfully  ashamed. 

The  saddened  scholar  will  find  its  similimum  in  the  Calc.  Phos. 
stool,  for  it  is  "green,  undigested,  spluttering,  aud  extremely  offen- 
sive. " 

There  must  be  an  occult  something,  very  deleterious  to  author- 
ship, in  the  atmosphere  of  Grand  Rapids,  for,  not  long  since,  from 
that  localit}',  Doctor  De  Forrest  Hunt  vented  a  book  on  Diphtheria 
which  strongly  suggested  that  the  Sweet  Singer  of  Michigan  had 
made  a  new  departure  and  gone  into  medical  literature.  There  is 
much  in  his  book  that  gives  color  to  this  hypothesis.  Indeed,  did 
not  Prof.  Dummkopf,  the  critic  of  the  Advance,  broach  this  pre- 
scient hypothesis,  as  his  words  shall  witness? 

**  If  it  were  not  that  the  author,  with  admirable  forethought,  had 
given  his  name  in  the  title  page,  we  should  ascribe  this  work  to 
the  Sweet  Singer  of  Michigan;  and,  even  now  that  Dr.  De  Forrest 
Hunt  openly  claims  the  sole  authorship,  we  find  it  difficult  to  dis- 
miss the  conviction  that  some  how  the  S.  S.  of  M.  had  a  hand  in 
its  making-up. 

44  If  it  should  be  urged  against  this  hypothesis  that  the  S.  S.  of 
M.  has  given  no  evidence  of  ever  having  had  a  medical  education, 
we  should  at  once  make  reply  that  that  tact  and  this  book  com- 
bine to  strengthen  our  hypothesis.  Indeed,  the  more  we  think  of 
it,  the  more  firmly  fixed  are  we  in  the  conviction  that  Dr.  Hunt 
has  joiued  hands  with  the  publishers  and  the  S.  S.  of  M.  to  perpe- 
trate the  literary  hoax  of  the  century. 

44  Daring  as  is  this  hypothesis,  we  are  ready  to  defend  it  ;  and 
those  who  know  in  what  esteem  we  hold  our  reputation  as  a  critic 
will,  therefore,  admit  that  our  case  is  more  than  half  gained  ;  the 
book  itself  shall  do  the  rest. 

44  The  first  peice  of  evidence  in  defence  of  the  hypothesis  that 
the  S.  S.  of  M.  wrote  the  book  is  found  in  the  preface.  'Nearly 
every  publication  relating  to  diohtheria,  emanating  from  homoeo- 
pathic physicians,  has  been  chiefly  confined  to  cases  occurring  in 
epidemics  and  theories  regarding  the  disease  ;  while  the  phenom- 
ena relating  to  it  has  remained,  and  the  treatment  recommended  so 
general  as  to  afford  no  guide  to  the  student.' 

44  Now  it  certainly  required  the  well-known  courage — we  may 
even  say  the  audacious  courage — of  the  S.  S.  of  M.  to  make  such 
an  unblushing  statement  in  the  face  of  the  well-known  treatises  of 
Helm  nt  h.  Ludlam  and  Neidhard — to  say  nothing  of  the  hundred 
and  odd  references  to  papers  on  Diphtheria  in  the  British,  and  in 
the  North  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy. 

"Of  course,  Dr.  Hunt  would  not  make  so  rash,  because  so  false, 
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an  assertion,  anil  we  are,  therefore,  led  to  ascribe  it  to  the  un- 
daunted S.  S.  of  M.  as  the  most  likely  source. 

"  We  are  also  helped  to  this  ascription  by  the  internal  evidence 
of  style,  and  if  the  sentence,  '  while  the  phenomena  relating  to  it 
has  remained  unchanged,'  is  not  from  the  pen  of  the  eccentric  S.  S. 
of  M.,  it  is,  then,  so  palpably  an  imitation  of  her  style  that  we  da 
not  believe  Dr.  Hunt  would  dare  to  make  it.  There  is,  still  further, 
an  obfuscatory  fact,  of  which  only  the  S.  S.  of  M.  is  capable,  in  the 
1  cases  oecuring  in  ' — in  what  ?  k  in  theories  regarding  this  disease/ 

'*  Genius,''  writes  tne  triumphant  Prof.  Dummkopf,  "  like  the 
playful  Mephites  Americana,  is  detected  by  its  own  aroma,  and  the 
S.  S.  of  M.  cannot  hope  to  elude  the  critics'  scent." 

"  There  is,  however,''  continues  Prof.  D.,  "  one  stroke  of  which 
the  S.  S.  of  M.  is  not  capable,  namely,  the  assertion  that  the  first 
mention  of  diphtheria  is  1  in  the  idylls  of  Homer* — of  that  master- 
stroke we  must  not  rob  Dr.  De  Forrest  Hunt." 

If  these  t  wo  books  do  not  sustain  our  postulate  that  th*»re  is 
something  deleterious  to  authorship  in  the  atmosphere  of  Grand 
Rapids,  then  we  must  relinquish  it  as  untenable. 

Why  is  it  that  so  many  enter  the  homoeopathic  profession  who 
should  have  been  shoemakers  or        *        *        *       *  * 

Will  the  next  "  author"  please  send  on  his  book? 

Ann  Arbor,  August  &th,  8.  A.Jones. 

THE  NOlt'lU  AMERICAN  REVIEW 

For  October  opens  with  an  article  on  "  The  Coining  Revolu- 
tion in  England,  bv  II.  M.  Hyndman,  the  English  radical  lea»i- 
er.  ().  R.  Frothinghara  writes  of  "The  Objectionable  in  Liter- 
ature." Dr.  Henry  Schliemann  tells  the  interesting  stoiy  of  one 
year's  "Discoveries  at  Troy."  Senator  John  I.  Mitchell,  of 
Pennsylvania,  treats  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  rule  of  "Po- 
litical Rosses."  Prof.  George  L.  Vose.  of  the  Massachusetts  Insti- 
tute of  Technology,  contributes  an  article  of  exceptional  value  on 
"  Safety  in  Railway  Travel ;"  and  Prof.  Charles  S.  Sargeant,  of 
the  Harvard  College  Arboretum,  contributes  an  instructive  essay 
on  "  The  Protection  of  Forests." 


ETERNAL  PURPOSE:  A  Study  of  the  Scripture  Doctrine  of 
Immortality,  hi)  William  U.  Hart,  Philadelphia.  J.  P.  Lippin- 
v*t&  Co.,  1882. 

This  is  a  second  edition  of  a  readable  book.  It  is  written  with 
more  force  than  the  advocates  of  annihilation  usually  write,  and 
those  of  our  readers  who  are  interested  in  this  discussion  will  find 
it  well  worthy  of  investigation. 
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AN  INDEX  OF  SURGERY  ;  By  C.  B.  KeeOey,  E  R.  0. 
&,  Win.  Wood  A  Co.,  New  Fork,  1882,  ^p.  320,  juice  fifty 
cents. 

This  little  book,  nicely  bound  in  cloth,  printed  with  good  type, 
but  on  poor  paper,  was  designed  to  form  one  of  Wood's  Annual 
Library,  but  after  being  in  type  the  plan  was  changed,  the  pages 
run  off,  and  hence  the  marvellously  low  price.    Mr.  DuRAN  has 
added  a  chapter  on  Ovariotomy,  Mr.  Lyons  one  on  Toothache, 
and  Mil  JK8LER  one  on  Ophthalmic  Surgery.    The  work  is  in- 
tended for  senior  students,  to  be  need  in  lieu  of  a  4k  note  book," 
and  is  supposed  to  contain  all  the  essential  tacts  in  the  science 
and  art  ot' surgery,  in  the  most  compact  form.    The  topics  are 
arranged  alphabetically,  without  any  regard  to  the  relationship  of 
the  associated  paragraphs,  thus  faeiliating  reference,  to  some  ex- 
tent.   There  is  little  doubt  that  the  book  is  of  value;  student, 
teacher,  practitioner,  and  author  will  rind  it  a  valuable  book  of 
reference.    Whether  it  is  just  what,  the  senior  student  requires, 
may  be  doubted,  and  yet  we  have  long  felt  that  too  much  time 
is  wasted  in  taking  notes  in  the  lecture  room,  besides  the  necessary 
loss  of  attention  necessitated  thereby.    For  one.  we  arc  inclined 
to  heartily  endorse  this  volume,  and  more  particularly  its  plan 
and  design.    The  necessary  brevity  with  which  each  topic  is 
treated  makes  it  somewhat  dogmatic,  but  it  is  a  fault  on  the  right 
side.    The  various  paragraphs  are  well  written,  the  descriptions 
plain,  and  the  notes  on  the  science  of  surgery  represent  the  ad- 
vanced teachings  of  the  day.    The  most  elaborate  article  is  on 
the  Germ  Theory,  which  is  treated  quite  fully,  and  does  not  hint 
at  any  division  of  sentiment  in  the  profession  ;  it  is  laid  down  as 
positively  as  the  teaching  to  open  an  abscess.  Still  it  is  impossible 
for  such  a  compendium  to  give  anything  elaborate  in  the  way  of 
discussion,  and  only  those  have  a  right  to  cavil  who  do  better. 

G. 


DISEASES  OB  THE  EAR  IN  CHILDREN,  by  Anton 
Von  Troeltsdi,  M.  D.,  Professor  in  the   University  of  Wurz- 
burg.     Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  1882. 

This  is  a  flue  translation  of  Prof.  Von  Troeltseh's  work,  from 
Gerhardt's  handbnch  der  kinder  krankeiten,  by  Dr.  J.  Orne 
Green,  Aural  Surgeon  to  Boston  City  Hospital.    It  is  divided 
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into  five  portions  :  1.  The  diseases  of  the  external  ear,  viz.: 
of  the  auricle,  meatus,  and  drum  membrane.  2.  The  diseases 
of  the  middle  ear,  viz.:  of  the  tympanum,  eustachian  tube  and 
mastoid  process.  3.  Foreign  bodies  in  the  ear.  The  diseases  of 
inner  ear  or  labyrinth.  Deafmutism. 

The  work  is  of  undoubted  value  to  the  medical  profession,  and 
Messrs.  Wood  tfc  Co.  have  done  well  to  publish  it  with  their  usual 
accuracy  and  good  taste. 


A   HAND   BOOK  OF  HOMfKOPATHIC  PRACTICE  by 
George  M.  Ockford,  M.  1).    Duncan  Bros.,  Chicago,  $3, 

A  very  handy  12  mo.  volume  of  425  pp.,  neatly  bound  in  cloth, 
presenting  in  a  condensed  form  practical  descriptions  of  the  princi- 
pal disea>es  and  their  treatment,  for  the  use  of  students  and  busy 
practitioners. 

It  conies  to  our  table  just  as  we  are  convalescing  from  an  attack 
of  erysipelas  of  the  face  and  we  naturally  turn  to  that  disease.  Our 
case  was  complicated  with  ulceration  of  the  mouth  and  gums  which 
was  very  promptly  relieved  by  Hydrastis.  This  remedy  also  met 
the  symptoms  of  the  eruption  itself.  We  turn  now  to  Erysipelas 
p  287  in  the  book  before  us,  and  find:   11  Hydrastis.  Recommended 

as  a  topical  application." 

This  is  all.  The  article  closes:  "  If  there  is  much  itching,  rye 
Hour  dusted  over  the  parts  will  allay  it.  The  applications  of  cran- 
berry poultice,  vaseline  and  simple  cerate  are  also  useful."  We  re- 
gret to  find  a  recommendation  for  any  of  these  applications.  They 
may  not  be  as  injurious  as  Arg.  nitr.,  but  in  an  experience  of  a 
third  of  a  century  we  have  never  found  them  called  for,  and  have 
yet  to  find  a  case  of  erysipelas  that  cannot  be  cured  by  internal 
remedies  carefully  selected. 


IS  CONSUMPTION  CO  STAG  10  US  and  ran  it  he  transmitted 
by  means  of  food?  By  Herbert  C.  Clapp,  A.  3/.,  M.  Z>.,  Boston. 
Otis  Clapp  &  Son,  Price  75  cents. 

The  author  uses  the  term  contagious  in  its  simplest  and  broadest 
sense  as  communicable,  transmissible,  catching;  and  by  reports  of 
illustrative  cases,  and  many  items  of  history,  as  well  as  medical 
opinions,  present  a  very  strong  case  showing  the  contagiousness  of 
this  dreaded  malady.  The  work  is  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
profession  generally.  For  the  price  it  is  one  of  the  neatest  books 
that  have  been  issued  by  our  school. 
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THE  HOMCEOPATHIC  PHYSIC  AN  S'  VISITING  List  and 
Pocket  Repertory  by  Robert  Faulkner,  M.  J).  Boericke  &'  Tafel, 
New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

The  second  edition  of  this  handy  visiting  list  is  for  sale  by  pub- 
lishers, at  the  pharmacies  and  can  be  supplied  by  this  journal. 
Size  8x4:  \  inch  thick.  The  binding  is  superior  and  the  arrange- 
ment simple.  The  repertory  a  revision  and  improvement  upon  Dr. 
Minion's. 


LEUCORRIKE  A,  its  concomitant  symptoms  and  its  Homoeopathic 
treatment  by  A.  M.  Cashing,  M.  I).  Boston.  Alfred  Mudye  d' 
Sons  Printers.  1$82. 

We  are  glad  that  a  second  edition  of  this  book  been  called  for. 
It  is  an  admirable  compilation,  and  very  serviceable  to  careful 
practitioners.  When  a  third  edition  is  called  for  the  author  will  do 
well  to  see  that  the  names  of  the  remedies  are  correctly  spelled  by 
the  printers. 


HELPS  TO  HEAR.    By  James  A.  Campbell,  M.  D.  Chicago. 
Duncan  Bro  s.  1883. 

The  author  is  Professor  of  Ophthalmology  and  Otology  in  the 
Honneopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri,  ocular  and  aurist  to 
Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  and  has  brought  his 
qualifications  to  hear  in  the  preparation  of  a  semi-popular  manual 
upon  a  much  needed  subject. 


THE  HERE  A  FTER  OF  SIN:  What  it  will  be,  with  answers  to 
certrin  questions  and  objections,  by  Rev.  W.  Halei/,  M.  A.  An- 
dover.  1881. 

The  question  of  the  nature  of  the  future  life  is  one  of  intense 
interest.  The  author  of  this  treatise,  satisfied  that  much  harm 
has  been  done  by  the  bald  and  undiscriminati  ng  literalism  with 
which  the  doctrine  of  future  punishment  has  been  presented, 
has  undertaken  to  show  the  truth  in  such  a  manner  as  to  com- 
mend itself  to  the  reason  and  conscience  of  all  candid  and  thought- 
ful persons. 

HAHNEMANN  AS  A  PHILOSOPHER,  being  the  second 
Hahnemann  Lecture,  1881.  by  Richard  hughes,  L.  R.  C.  E.> 
Ed.    London.   E.  Gould  &  Son. 

Dr.  Hughes'  purpose  in  this  lecture  is  to  exhibit  the  Master, 
Hahnemann,  as  a  medical  philosopher,  as  displayed  in  his  cardi- 
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nal  treatise — the  Organon.  This  object  is  attained  in  a  very 
pleasing  manner,  treed  from  fulsome  eulogy:  calm,  considerate 
and  justly  appreciative. 

The  publishers  present  it  in  a  very  neatly  bound  volume, 
double  leaded,  1<J  mo.  4x6  1-2x3-8. 

THE  SYMPATHETIC  DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE, by  Lndwir/  Matt  t  fi- 
ner, M.  J).   New  York.    William  Wood  d-  Co.  1881. 

The  author  had  two  objects  in  view:  one  to  compile,  for  the  ophthal- 
mic surgeon,  the  widely  diverse  opinions  on  the  subject  under  discus- 
sion; the  other,  to  enable  the  general  practitioner,  and  the  student  in 
ophthalmology,  to  gain  an  insight  into  the  pathology,  and  especially  into 
what  should  be  the  practical  treatment  of  the  more  important  diseases 
of  the  eye. 

General  practitioners  will  And  information  of  great  value,  clearly 
stated. 


EATON'S  DOMESTIC  PR  ACT  WE  for  parents  and  nurses,  by  Dr. 
Morton  M.  Eaton,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  M.  M.  Eaton  d*  Co.  Is8-j. 
Price  $8.50.  For  sale  by  publishers  and  at  the  office  of  this  journal, 
Pontiac,  Michigan. 

The  first  glance  at  this  work  is  very  satisfactory.  New,  large  tyi>e, 
clear  print  on  thick  paper,— such  a  page  is  a  luxury  to  read.  It  is  a 
large  octavo  of  70S  pp.  with  a  liberal  number  of  good  illustrations.  Sev- 
enty-one remedies  are  referred  to  for  internal  use.  The  attenuatiuiis 
preferred  are  from  the  2x  to  the  Ox.  The  author  has  had  in  view  the 
wants  of  parents  and  nurses  particularly,  and  has  given  more  attention 
to  obstetrics  and  diseases  of  women  than  is  usual  in  domestic  works. 
Dr.  Eaton  is  a  pleasing  and  instructive  writer  and  has  done  well  in 
getting  out  so  useful  a  book.  It  will  be  a  good  homoeopathic  missionary. 


SWEDENBORG  AND  THE  NEW  AGE,  or  the  Holy  city  New  Je- 
rusalem. What  ii  is.  etc.  by  Edward  A.  Jieaman.  Philadelphia.  J. 
P.  Lippimott  d-  Co.  1881. 

Xew  church  books  and  Swedenborg  will  do  to  read  eclectically,  but 
we  most  sincerely  pity  the  man  who  is  bound  to  the  slavery  of  holding 
Swedenborg  as  authority.  The  claim  that  the  Swedish  seers  Works  are 
themselves  the  u  spiritual  sense  of  the  word  of  God,"  and  that  they  are 
-the  very  spirit  of  truth,"  is  as  preposterous  as  the  baldest  claims  of 
the  most  exclusive  sect. 
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C.  S.  MORLEY.   M.    I).,  POXTIAC,  MICHIGAN,  EDITOR. 

THE  KNIFE  IN  GYNECOLOGY. 

BY  EDWARD  J.  TILT,  M.  P.* 

Simpson  devised  the  slitting  of  the  womb  for  the  cure  of  steril- 
ity, but  when  transplanted  into  America,  his  operation,  in  the 
hands  of  Dr.  Marion  Sims,  became  one  for  the  cure  of  most  dis- 
eases of  women.  It  is  difficult  for  us  simple-minded  Englishmen 
to  withstand  American  advocacy  of  surgical  operations.  They 
speak  with  the  prestige  of  ovariotomy,  successful  after  being  pooh- 
poohed  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  by  all  the  great  surgeons  ot 
Europe.  They  dazzle  us  by  prodigious  statistics,  of  which  cases 
iriven  in  detail  are  few,  while  failures  find  no  place:  so,  when 
Dr.  Marion  Sims  told  us  that  in  a  short  time,  in  one  hospital,  he 
had  cared  500  women  of  all  sorts  of  uterine  diseases,  by  slitting 
the  cervix  up  to  its  union  with  the  body  of  the  womb,  the  more 
experienced  amongst  us  were  very  much  astonished,  while  the 
younger  men  rushed  off  to  the  instrument  makers,  and  followed 
riiM  new  light  leaving  us  to  the  slower  puce  suitable  to  our  placid 
nature.  They  soon  found  that  the  operation  did  not  fulfill  Dr. 
Marion  Sims'  promises;  that  it  was  sometimes  attended  by  very 
serious  accidents:  and  then  they  heard  that  Dr.  Sims'  most  prom- 
ising pupil  was  bus}-  sewing  up  the  wombs  he  had  helped  his 
teacher  to  divide.  Some  time  ago  we  heard  again,  from  America, 
that  Dr.  Emmet  had  discovered  a  new  operation  for  the  speedy 
cure  of  the  ordinary  run  ot  uterine  cases.  This  new  operation  was 
again  supported  by  hundreds  of  cases,  not  only  of  his  own,  but  also 
of  his  pupils;  cases  without  definite  particulars:  and  without  men- 
tion of  failures,  dangers,  or  of  deaths.  As  some  of  our  American 
friends  express  surprise  that  we  have  not  adopted  this  new  opera- 
tion with  t lie  same  enthusiasm  as  we  did  Dr.  Marion  Sims',  it  is 
worth  while  considering  what  we  are  now  asked  to  do. 

I  gave  it  to  be  understood,  that  until  Simpson  made  his  mark, 
somewhat  too  large  a  part  was  given  to  inflammation  for  the  expla- 
nation of  uterine  pathology.  Since  then  the  tendency  has  been  to 
undervalue  the  importance  of  this  most  important  element  of 
general  pathology  and  of  daily  practice.    Dr.  Emmet,  for  instance. 

d«>es  not  take  the  trouble  to  discuss  what  relates  to  inflammation  in 
in  "Change  of  Life." 
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his  voluminous  work;  he  simply  asserts  that  the  womb  cannot  1>* 
acutely  inflamed,  except  after  parturition;  in  his  large  practice,  he 
seems  never  to  have  met  with  cases  of  acute  internal  metritis,  than 
which  I  have  never  seen  disease  so  sharply  accentuated  or  less 
;imenable  to  treatment.  As  for  chronic  inflammation  of  either  the 
substance  or  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  womb,  he  says  it  is  a 
sheer  impossibility.  Thanks  are  due  to  any  man  who  will  frankly 
say  what  he  thinks  on  any  important  matter;  but,  when  writing 
855  pages  on  diseases  of  women,  to  dismiss  in  two  pages  the  rela- 
tions of  inflammation  to  diseases  of  the  womb  is  neither  scientific, 
nor  scarcely  respectful  to  what  has  so  long  stood  as  the  keystone  of 
uterine  pathology;  but  let  us  see  what  Dr.  Emmet  puts  in  its 
place. 

Subacute  or  chronic  inflammation  of  the  cervix,  which  so  often 
shows  itself  bv  uterine  ulceration,  is  for  him  a  mvth,  a  delusion, 
and  nothing  but  the  everted  rim  of  a  more  or  less  lacerated  cervix. 
He  considers  the  womb  to  be  so  little  up  to  its  work  as  to  be  always 
lacerated  by  parturition,  and  that  what  has  hitherto  been  knowu  as 
ulceration,  is  nothing  but  uterine  ectropion.  This  theory,  how- 
ever, cannot  possibly  explain  the  same  kind  of  uterine  ulceration 
often  met  with  in  married  women  who  are  sterile,  and  sometimes 
in  single  women;  so  1  may  ask  to  be  credited  when  I  aflirm  that 
endocervicitis  and  ulceration  are  often  met  with  in  women  who 
have  borne  children,  without  being  caused  by  laceration.  Dr. 
Emmet  asks  us  to  treat  these  comparatively  mild  cases  bv  extensive 
division  of  the  neck  of  the  womb,  sufficient  paring  away  of  tissue, 
and  by  the  re-sewing  of  the  divided  cervix.  But  this  is  not  all; 
whiie  admitting  that  nature  often  heals  whatever  laceration  may 
have  occurred.  Tie  maintains  that  it  does  so  after  a  bungling  fashion, 
by  means  of  a  very  untrustworthy  kind  of  a  cicatricial  tissue,  which 
is  to  be  cut  away,  says  the  Master,  "  if  the  cervix  be  large  or 
causes  neuralgia;1*  to  be  cut  away,  wherever  found,  and  under  all 
circumstances,  say  the  pupils,  for  fear  of  future  mischief.  So  now, 
in  America,  the  womb  is  to  have  no  peace;  if  its  mouth  be  sur- 
rounded by  a  rim  of  ulceration,  a  delicate  and  serious  operation  is 
to  be  performed:  and  however  sound  the  tissue  may  be,  the  same 
operation  is  recommended,  should  it  be  possible  to  detect  any  trace 
of  a  long-healed  laceration.  Of  the  many  patients  attended  by 
me  during  the  last  thirty  years,  I  cannot  remember  a  bad  ease  of 
caco-plastic  cervix  with  endo-cervicitisthat  I  have  not  been  able  to 
cure  by  preliminary  intra-cervical  incisions,  deep  enough  to  drain 
long-congested  tissues,  followed  by  the  application  of  potassa  fusa 
cum  calce,  and  the  subsequent  dressing  with  tincture  of  iodine,  so 
T  do  not  see  why  the  risk  of  a  much  more  dangerous  operation 
should  be  run,  even  in  bad  cases,  except  a  limited  number  that  I 
have  no  time  to  specify.     We  are  not,  however,  allowed  to  reserve 


Digitized  by  Google 


1882]  AMERICAN   OBSERVER.  423 

trackeloraphy  for  long-standing  cases  of  caco-plastic  cervix  with 
endo-cervicitis;  we  are  actually  asked  to  adopt  this  operation  as  the 
best  means  of  curing  the  comparatively  mild  cases  of  endo-cervieitis 
and  ulceration,  when  the  cervix  seems  otherwise  healthy  and  not 
much  larger  than  usual.  These  ea*es  can  be  cured  in  two  or  three 
months  by  such  applications  as  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury,  or 
nitrate  of  silver,  coupled  with  proper  medical  treatment,  and  it 
would  be  preposterous  indeed  to  treat  them  by  trakeloraphy;  to  do 
so,  would  he  to  justify  the  French,  whocali  the  operation  "  une 
dehoHche  chiruryiatlr  "  Trakeloraphy  was  not  favorably  received 
when  it  was  lately  discussed  at  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  London, 
but  it  is  a  valuable  operation  for  well  selected  cases.  At  all  events, 
the  question  is  now  before  the  profession,  and  the  ever-increasing 
number  ot  highly  intelligent  general  practitioners  who  become  our 
judges  on  ceasing  to  be  our  pupils  know  well  how  to  discount  the 
hobbies  of  metropolitan  authorities,  and  the  decision  may  be  safely 
left  to  them. 

I  have  seized  this  opportunity  of  entering  another  protest  against 
the  too  frequent  use  of  the  knife  in  the  treatment  of  uterine  affec- 
tions, but  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  f  consider  what  precedes  to 
be  necessary  for  the  safeguarding  of  the  interesting  objects  of  my 
solicitude  in  the  present  work.  No.  they  have  fortunately  reached 
that  most  enviable  time  of  life  when  the  womb  is  well  nigh  safe 
from  the  onslaught  of  American  surgery  and  the  more  vexatious, 
permanent  irritation  of  pessaries  that  do  not  fulfill  their  object. 
The  comparatively  peaceful  tenor  of  pathology  at  the  change  of 
life  has  reacted  favorably  on  the  author.  He  knows  that  he  will 
no  longer  be  called  upon  to  oppose  the  crotchets  of  esteemed  fellow- 
laborers,  and  that  in  a  perfect  spirit  of  peace,  he  may  set  himself 
to  describe  the  closing  scenes  of  the  life  of  a  woman. 

It  may  be  well  to  remind  the  reader  of  the  several  milestones  on 
the  road  that  leads  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave;  seven,  fourteen, 
and  twenty-one  are  clearly  written  on  the  first  part  of  it;  forty- 
two,  forty-nine,  and  sixty-three,  though  less  deeply  cut,  are 
distinctly  visible  on  those  that  mark  the  last  part  of  the  journey. 
These  dates  point  to  periods  of  the  human  life  characterized  In- 
very  important  changes,  many  of  which  give  a  peculiar  aspect  to 
the  physiology  of  the  human  being,  and  impart  a  family  likeness  to 
the  diseases  of  epochs  justly  deemed  critical.  No  division  of  labor 
is  so  praiseworthy  as  the  study  of  these  great  periods  of  human 
life;  and  if  many  of  those  who  fritter  away  their  meritorious 
energy  in  writing  monographs,  would  devote  it  to  thoroughly 
investigating  the  physiology  and  diseases  of  the  great  periods  on 
which  nature  has  put  a  special  stamp,  they  would  very  much  assi>t 
the  young  medical  men  who  have  to  begin  practice  with  a  service- 
able knowledge  of  such  definite  diseases  as  are  gathered  into 
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hospitals,  and  can  be  read  of  in  books.  They  soon  find,  however, 
that  such  diseases  are  comparatively  rare,  and  that  their  time  is 
taken  up  in  attending  to  a  host  of  odd  ailments  they  have  never 
heard  of.  and  of  slight  but  complicated  infirmities  of  various  organs 
that  find  no  place  in  medical  literature. 

The  results  of  the  last  census  have  not  been  published,  but 
according  to  that  taken  in  1861,  1.177,535  of  our  fellow  counts- 
women,  of  the  age  of  forty-five  and  under  fifty-five,  were  alive  in 
Great  Britian  and  Ireland;  so  I  can  scarcely  exaggerate  the  impor- 
tance of  a  work  which  tells  their  history,  records  the  probabilities 
and  the  inevitabilities  of  their  future,  while  investigating  the  many 
diseases  by  which  it  may  be  checkered.  This  volume  professes  to 
do  so,  and  it  was  originally  founded  on  the  tabulated  estimates  of 
the  symptoms  and  of  the  diseases  of  five  hundred  women  who  were 
at  the  change  of  life,  or  who  had  passed  the  menopause.  In  this 
new  edition  T  have  kept  to  the  original  plan,  giving  a  paramount 
importance  to  physiology,  without  which  the  diseases  of  any  critical 
period  cannot  be  understood.  Although  I  have  retained  the  sta- 
tistical information  on  which  the  work  was  based,  1  have  drawn 
largely  on  my  experience  among  the  upper  class  of  society  during 
the  last  twenty-five  years,  so  as  to  rectify  any  pathological  one- 
sideness  that  would  arise  from  the  statistics  having  been  principally 
derived  from  hospital  practice;  and  as  my  work  was  the  only  one 
on  the  subject  in  the  English  language,  it  has  led  to  my  having 
been  consulted  by  a  very  considerable  number  of  women  suffering 
from  diseases  of  the  change  of  life. 

■ 

In  carefully  studying  the  nervous  affections  of  women  at  their 
critical  periods  of  life,  it  became  long  ago  clear  to  me  that  there 
were  important  nervous  diseases  not  to  be  referred  either  to  the 
brain  or  to  the  spinal  cord,  and  that  must,  therefore,  be  ascribed  to 
the  ganglionic  division  of  the  nervous  system.  Treading  cautiously 
on  debatable  ground,  in  successive  editions  J  tried  to  improve  on 
what  I  had  already  done,  so  as  to  raise  the  pathology  of  the  gang- 
lionic system  out  of  the  slough  of  wild  and  silly  hypothesis  in 
which  it  has  so  long  slumbered.  When  we  consider  the  vast  im- 
provement made,  in  the  last  half-century,  in  the  pathology  of  the 
brain  and  of  the  spinal  cord,  it  is  surprising  that  so  little  has  been 
done  for  ganglionic  pathology,  although  Marshall  Hall  said  of  it 
"that  it  was  another  vast  field  of  inquiry,  sure  to  reward  by  great 
discoveries  those  who  would  work  at  it  in  a  proper  way."  I  hope 
that  Claude  Bernard,  by  his  masterful  experiment  on  the  cervical 
sympathetic,  had  given  the  rfkey  for  the  right  understanding  of 
ganglionic  pathology,  and  that  some  one  like  Marshall  Hall,  prac- 
titioner and  experimentalist  at  the  same  time,  would  have  well 
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used  that  key  to  open  up  its  secrets;,  but  twenty-five  years  have 
elapsed  since  that  experiment  was  made  known,  and,  to  the  best  of 
my  limited  knowledge,  no  one  has  yet  done  so. 


ARCTIUM  LAPPA— THE  ANCHOR  OK  THE  WOMB. 

■ 

BY  S.  A.  JONES.  M.  I»  ,  ANN  ARBOR,  MICH.* 

Dr.  Hale's  communication,  in  the  August  issue  of  this  journal, 
putteth  me  in  confession.  Be  it  known,  then,  to  whomsoever  it 
may  concern,  that  some  two  years  or  more  ago.  and  with  the  aim 
of  keeping  off  the  devil — 

For  Satan  finds  some  mischief  still 
For  idle  hands  to  do — 
the  deponent  did  write  "An  Empirical  History  of  Arctium  Lappa,'1 
ill  the  doing  of  which  he  gleaned  tin*  centuries  from  the  days  of 
Theophrastus— some  400  B.  ('. — to  the  last  edition  of  Hale's  New 
Be otf dies,  (in ho  1S#0. 

Upon  the  completion  of  which — that  is.  "completion"  only  so 
far  as  the  resources  of  his  own  library  will  enable — the  manuscript 
was  laid  aside  until  proving*  ot  the  drug  could  be  made;  where- 
upon all  should  be  published. 

Proving*  have  been  made,  but  not  enough,  and  the  work  lingers. 
Who  will  give  timely  aid? 

An  introductory  fo)t-oote  to  the  above-mentioned  manuscript 
will  fully  subserve  the  purpose  of  this  paper. 

"  This  attempt  at  an  empirical  history  of  Arctium  Lappa  is' 
owing  to  my  having  witnessed  the  very  striking  benefit  derived 
from  a  decoction  of  Burdock  in  a  prolapsus  uteri — L  should  say 
procidentia — of  some  twenty  years'  full'iny. 

"  Said  the  sufferer,  *  It  seemed  to  draw  the  womb  right  up;  but 
it  made  me  very  constipated.1  This  patient  is  past  seventy  years  of 
age.  and  the  prolapsus  is  complete,  having  to  push  back  the  uterus 
with  the  finger  to  micturate. 

"  My  aged  patient  learned  of  this  use  of  Burdock  from  a  similar 
sufferer;  an  instance  of  the  wort-cunning  (herb-knowing  ot  our 
Anglo-Saxon  ancestors  lingering  amongst  the  folklore  of  the  nine- 
teenth century. 

**  To-day.  the  last  remnants  of  this  wort-cunning  are  found  al- 
most ehieily  amongst  the  'old-fashioned'  people,  with  whom  tra- 
ditions largely  fill  the  place  now  occupied  by  the  ever-busy  printing 
press.  The  book  and  the  newspaper  are  making  it  unnecessary  for 
our  moderns  to  treasure  in  memory  what  the}'  can  find  in  print, 
and  beyond  a  doubt  this  day  of  wort-cunning  is  dying  out  :  a  com- 
ing generation  will  have  to  seek  it  in  old  herbals. 
•Habnemanulan  .Monthly. 
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"It  was,  then,  an  attempt,  to  trace  this  genealogy  of  the  use  of 
Burdock  for  prolapsus  uteri \  that  led  to  the  writing  of  this  paper. 

"In  Adam  in  Eden,  or  Xatitre's  Paradise — The  History  of 
plants,  etc.,  by  William  Coles,  Herbarist,  London,  1657. 1  found  the 
following: 

"  '  The  leaves  of  the  greater  Burdock  are  said  to  be  of  great  ef- 
ficacy for  bringing  the  matrix  into  its  right  place  whensoever  it 
shall  be  out  of  it,  for  if  it  be  fallen  down,  the  leaves  laid  upon  the 
crown  of  the  head  will  draw  it  up;  and  if  it  should  rise  higher  than 
is  meet,  as  it  sometimes  doth,  if  it  be  laid  to  the  soles  of  the  feet  it 
tetcheth  it  down,  and,  being  applied  to  the  navel,  it  sutfereth  it  to 
stir  neither  way/ 

|  Alack-a-day !  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  in  great  demand  after  this 
paper  is  printed.  | 

k*  Of  course  this  was  the  snnd  to  a  little  book-worm,  whose  '  va- 
cant chair'  leaves  him  time  to  gather  that  divine  frnrtus  inter  folia. 
To  share  his  fruit  enhances  the  great  pleasure  of  getting  it;  and 
if  these  garnered  hints  should  Lead  to  a  proving,  even  the  immova- 
ble matrix  will  surely  bring  forth.'1 

This  much  of  the  introductory  foot-note  will  serve  our  present 
purpose. 

Now,  Dr.  Hale  writes  of"  Dr.  Jones's  discovery,"  and  cites  Cul- 
peper  as  knowing  of  this  attrahent  power  of  Burdock,  and  all  this 
kindly.  Of  course  I  must  disclaim  any  "  discovery,"  and  I  will  use 
the  occasion  of  so  doing  to  try  and  trace  the  ascription  of  this  cur- 
ious womb-drawing  power  to  its  origin." 

Dr.  Hale  says  the  tirst  edition  of  Culpeper's  Hirbal li  was  issued 
about  the  year  1750."   This  is  an  error,  the  real  year  of  its  issue 
being  1653.  Then,  as  William  Coles  published  his  History  of  P/anU, 
rom  which  I  have  quoted,  in  [657.  it  is  evident  that  he  may  have 
gotten  his  information  from  Culpeper. 

Still,  Culpeper  is  not  the  English  original,  as  will  be  seen  by  a 
glance  of  the  previous  century.  Then  the  botanists  and  their  hum- 
ble followers,  the  herbarists,  were  exceedingly  active.  In  1851 
William  Turner  published  the  first  part  of  his  Xeiu  Herball ;  in 
1554,  Matthiolus  issue  1  his  Commentary  on  Dioworidex ;  in  156*4, 
came  Turner's  second  parte,  and  in  1568  the  third  parte.  In  1570, 
•  Lobel,  *k  a  naturalized  Englishmen,"  brought  forth  his  Stirpium 
Adversaria,  and  this  was  ft  Mowed  in  15S7  by  Lvte's  translation  of 
Dodorus.  In  the  very  next  year  came  Dr.  William  Langham\<> 
Garden  of  Helthe,  of  which  more  anon.  In  1597  old  Girarde  pub- 
lished his  ever-famous  Herball;  and  in  1598  Gaspar  Baukin  erected 
that  "  abiding  monument  of  the  tirst  age  of  botanical  revival."  his 
Commentary  on  JJioscorides,  etc. 

The  before-mentioned  William  Langham's  Garden  of  Helthe  con- 
tains the  following: 
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M  The  leafe  [of  Burre,  as  he  calls  it  ]  laid  on  the  top  of  the  head 
draweth  the  matrix  upwards,  and  laid  to  the  soles  of  the  feet  it 
draweth  it  downward,  and  so  it  keepeth  the  suffocation,  and  the 
tailing  or  displacement  of  the  matrix." 

Th  is  is  the  earliest  mention  I  have  found  in  English  literature 
of  this  womb-drawing  power  of  Arctium  Lappa,  and  the  only  other 
assertion  of  its  having  this  property,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goe>, 
is  made  by  Arnaldus  de  Villa  Nova. 

This  author  will  be  remembered  as  the  editor  of  and  commentator 
upon  the  first  edition  ot  the  ever-worthy  Regimen  Sanit&tti  Salem  i- 
taiium.  So  then  we  have  four  centuries  testifying  to  this  occult 
quality  of  the  common  Burdock. 

It  seems  to  have  followed  mail  in  his  migrations  from  the  Bos- 
pborus  to  the  fens  of  England,  and  thence  to  the  wilds  of  Amer- 
ica. Does  this  omnipresence  hint  that  it  follows  the  race,  because 
they  have  need  for  its  virtues ? 

There  is  very  much  known  of  it  that  urges  its  exhaustive  prov- 
ing; for  instance,  Sir  John  Hill  wrote  a  book,  entitled  The  Man- 
agement of  the  Gout,  with  the  Virtues  of  Burdock  Root.  A  copy  of  the 
eighth  edition,  8vo.,  1771,  lies  on  the  shelves  of  the  London  Medieo- 
Chirurgieal  Society's  library.  Will  some  of  our  English  colleagues 
lend  me  their  eyes,  and  excert  the  said  "  virtues  "  for  us. 

SPONTANEOUS  VERSION. 

BY  E.  1).  FORCE,  M.  D.  * 

Mrs.  W  ,  a  large,  health}'  woman,  was  in  labor  with  her 

first  child.  I  saw  her  in  the  morning,  and  learned  that  the  pains 
had  commenced  early  in  the  preceding  night.  I  found  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  attenuated  aud  open  to  the  extent  of  one-half  the  di- 
ameter of  the  pelvic  cavity,  and  satisfied  myself  that  I  had  a  breech 
presentation  in  the  first  position.  Upon  my  return  to  the  patient, 
•three  hours  afterward,  she  was  having  expulsion  pain.  In  the  in- 
terval of  pain  I  examined  again.  While  examining,  the  membranes 
were  ruptured,  and  the  presentation  so  distinctly  made  out  that  I 
named  the  sex.  But  finding  the  right  trochanter  a  little  too  high 
up  on  the  left  innomiuata,  I  placed  the  point  of  the  finger  upon 
the  coccyx  of  the  child,  in  order  to  thrust  up  a  little,  and  move  the 
breech  more  to  the  right.  At  that  moment  the  pain  came;  the  * 
remaining  waters  gushed  out,  and  I  felt  the  breech  leave  the  fin- 
ger.   Before  I  removed  the  finger  I  felt  the  vertex  presenting. 

The  mother,  who  was  a  very  nervous  woman,  partly  raised  up, 
and,  in  alarm,  said,  k'  Doctor,  what  has  happened?  " 

I  replied,  k*  Nothing,  except  that  your  boy  has  turned  a  summer- 
sault, determined  to  come  head  foremost  instead  of  breech,  as  he 
had  started." 

•Medical  Herald. 
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Never  having  a  similar  case,  or  read  of  one,  which  1  could  re- 
member, I  mentioned  it  the  next  day  to  Professor  II.  Miller,  who 
told  me  he  had  one  aualogous  case. 

•   .  .  ,  ,  

Effect  of  Time  and  Experience  on  a  Surgeon's  Mind. — In 
no  department  of  medicine  do  time  and  experience  work  so  much 
change  as  in  the  practice  of  surgery.  The  young  surgeon  and  the 
old  surgeon  sire  never  the  same  man  though  occupying  the  same 
body.  Billroth  is  far  from  being  alone  in  the  following  utterance: 
'*  I  am  no  longer  the  bold  and  dauntless  operator  I  was  known  to 
be  when  in  Zurich.  Now  I  always  ask  myself  this  question: 
Would  you  let  this  operation  be  performed  upon  yourself  if  you 
were  in  the  patient's  place?  As  years  pass  by,  one  becomes  more 
and  more  resigned;  still  1  feel  that  in  each  succeeding  year  of  life 
that  destiny  may  yet  allow  me,  I  will  be  more  and  more  affected 
by  hearing  of  failures  and  bad"  results  in  the  work  of  our  pro- 
fession." 

Chinese-American  Ladies*  Shoe  {Medical  AW*).— The  heel  is 
made  too  small  and  too  high,  and  is  displaced  forward.  Its  narrow- 
ness makes  women  unsteady  in  their  gait,  like  the  Chinese. 
Their  equilibrium  is  unstable.  Its  height  is  still  worse.  It  puts 
the  sole  on  an  inclined  plane,  as  if  the  wearer  were  constantly  go- 
ing down  a  mountain;  and  how  fatiguing  that  is,  let  any  one  say 
after  a  trial.  It  predisposes  to  falls.  The  foot  sliding  forward  on 
to  the  toes  doubles  them  up.  producing  painful  corns  on  the  upper 
surface.  It  throws  the  weight  on  the  forefoot,  instead  of  the  heel; 
.  .  .  this  twists  the  axis  of  the  foot  forward,  and  often  produces 
painful  contractures  of  the  calf  muscles,  the  anterior  tibials,  and 
even  the  muscles  of  the  thigh,  due  to  extra  work  required  by  the 
abnormal  posture  to  maintain  the  equilibrium,  and  prevent  it  from 
falling  forward. 

Uterine  Fibroids.— T)r.  Updegraff,  of  Elmira,  N.  V.  {Phil.  Med, 
and  Surg.  Reporter),  had  to  deal  with  a  large  fibroid  which  filled 
and  distended  the  uterus,  and  which  he  failed  to  remove  by  the  or- 
dinary procedures.  He  constructed  a  forceps  with  blunt,  serrated 
extremities,  an  inch  in  width,  and  a  curve  of  the  blade  sufficient 
to  enclose  the  tumor.  With  the  greatest  ease  the  blades  were  in- 
troduced one  at  a  time,  and  after  closing,  were  rotated  until  it  was 
evident  that  the  tumor  was  detached.  The  removal  from  the  uterus 
was  then  accomplished  precisely  as  a  fetal  head  is  delivered.  No 
hemorrhage  ensued,  and  recovery  was  rapid  and  complete.  The 
tumor  measured  six  inches  by  five  in  its  diameter. 
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E.  A.  LODGE,  SEN.,  M.  I).,  PONTIAC,  MICHIGAN,  KDITOH. 


American  Observer  Publishing  Company. — A  limited  amount 
of  guaranteed  stock  of  the  American  Observer  Publishing  Company 
is  offered  to  editors  and  subscribers  of  this  journal  at  par,  $20  each 
share. 

This  guaranteed  stock  possesses  the  following  special  advantages: 

1 .  It  is  not  liable  to  any  assessments. 

2.  It  guarantees  the  holder  a  dividend  each  year  of  not  less  than 
ten  per  centum  per  annum. 

3.  In  lieu  of  dividend  the  holder  of  one  share  may  receive  the 
American  Observer  each  year  without  charge,  with  any  premi- 
ums which  may  from  time  to  time  be  given  to  the  subscribers  pay- 
ing in  advance,  also: 

4.  In  addition  to  dividends  all  subscribers  to  this  company  are 
entitled  to  receive  single  copies  for  his  own  use,  of  any  books  or 
other  publications  of  the  company  and  such  other  works  as  may  be 
advertised  in  this  journal  as  open  to  this  privilege,  at  a  discount  of 
40  per  cent  from  the  retail  price. 

Address:    American  Observer  Publishing  Company, 

E.  A.  Lodge,  Sen.,  President, 

Pontiac,  Michigan. 

Words  of  Cheer. — Dr.  P.  J.  McCourt,  of  New  York  .city,  an  old 
subscriber,  writes  with  his  remittance  :  "  The  Observer  is  as 
good  as  ever,  and  I  hope  you  will  long  be  spared  to  publish  it." 

Niagara  Falls. — The  next  meeting  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Homoeopathy  is  to  be  held  at  Niagara  Falls.  No  better  point 
could  be  selected,  and  we  may  expect  a  large  gathering  and  a  prof- 
itable session. 

Kindly  Appreciated. — Dr.  W.  E.  Jowett,  of  Adrian,  writes: 
"The  OBSERVER  is  better  than  ever.    I  have  been  a  constant 
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reader  for  more  than  sixteen  years,  and  give  this  as  my  unquali- 
fied judgment.  I  commend  the  exclusion  of  the  "  slush  "  and 
fifteenth  millionth  nonsense,  and  the  general  scientific  tone 
which  is  characteristic  of  its  pages,  and  in  conclusion  wish  it  and 
its  editor  all  the  success  possible." 

Overpopulation-  and  Pauperism.— An  article  by  M.  D.  Con- 
way, in  the  July  number  of  the  Advance,  gives  credit  to  Charles 
Braalaugh  and  Mrs.  Besant  for  diffusing  popular  knowledge  of 
checks  on  child  bearing  as  doing  away  with  infanticide  and  abor- 
tion. We  regard  Mrs.  Boant's  teaching  a^  of  the  most  objection- 
able character  and  think  that  the  [].  S.  have  done  our  people  a  ser- 
vice in  excluding  her  pamphlets  from  the  mails.  The  remedy  for 
excess  of  population,  and  the  best  preventive  of  pauperism  in  Eng- 
land is  emigration,  and  England  would  find  systematic  encourage- 
ment and  aid  to  emigration  cheaper  than  caring  for  a  multitude  of 
poor  at  home. 

American  Medical  Association  (old  school)  at  its  last  meeting 
voted  to  rescind  the  regulation  which  makes  a  three  years'  course 
of  lectures  obligatory  before  graduation. 

Oakland. — We  have  received  the  "Illustrated  Circular"  of  the 
Oakland.  Instead  of  a  simple  circular  it  is  a  very  neatly  and 
profusely  illustrated  p  i  nphlet  of  82  pp.  issued  by  the  St.  Clair, 
Mich.,  Mineral  Springs  Co.  On  p.  78  we  find  this  reference: 
**  Doctors.  One  other  advantage  possessed  by  St.  Clair  we 
should  not  forget  to  mention,  a  modi  rate  number  of  good  physi- 
cians. Of  these  it  is  appropriate  that  we  here  give  deserved 
prominence  to  the  resident physivian  of  the  Oakland,  who  is  also 
medical  director  of  the  bath  house."  This  is  a  rather  ambiguous 
compliment,  inasmuch  as  the  physician  is  not  named  !  Is  it  de- 
served prominence  that  he  should  be  nameless  ? 

The  St.  Clair  Mineral  Spring  contains  S)dic  chloride.  Calcic 
chloride,  Magnesic  chloride,  calcic  sulphate,  hydric  sulphide  (gas), 
Silica,  Alumina  and  Iron. 

THE  TRADE  IN  FALSE  HAIR  (Lancet). 

Hair  has  been  so  ill-treated  by  fashion  that,  its  vitality  is  now 
seriously  impaired.  What  with  the  strain  and  over-heating  due  to 
the  blending  of  the  false  with  the  real,  the  binding,  the  crimping, 
the  curling,  and  the  dyeing,  a  vast  number  of  ladies  have  prema- 
turely lost  all  or  a  great  part  of  this  graceful  appendage  of  the 
human  form  divine.     Hence  the  unwelcome  fashion,  adopted 
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j>er  force,  of  wearing  short  hair,  as  preferable  to  no  hair,  has  gained 
ground,  and  we  hope  the  refreshing  effect  of  the  scissors  may  re- 
pair some  of  the  mischief  done.  At  the  same  time,  the  demand  for 
false  hair  has  greatly  increased,  while  the  supply  has  diminished  to 
an  extent  qualified  as  perfectly  alarming  by  the  West-end  coiffeurs. 
Europeans  either  will  not  sell  their  hair  or  have  no  longer  any 
hair  to  sell;  and  trie  trade  has  been  compelled  travel  further  afield. 
The  actual  supply  of  false  hair  for  the  European  markets  is  now 
for  the  most  part  imported,  via  Marseilles,  from  Asia  Minor,  India, 
China,  and  Japan,  hut  the  hair  imported  from  these  countries  is 
almost  invariably  black,  and  fails  utterly  to  harmonize  with  the 
auburn  and  golden  tints  that  so  well  befit  a  northern  complexion. 
It  has  therefore  been  found  necessary  to  boil  the  hair  in  diluted 
nitric  acid  to  deprive  it  of  its  original  colour,  and  it  can  then  be 
dyed  to  the  tint  most  in  vogue.  This  operation  has,  however,  been 
attended  with  considerable  danger  to  the  workmen  engaged  in  this 
new  handicraft.  Severe  coughs,  bronchitis,  and  other  accidents 
were  the  natural  results  of  the  nitrous  vapour  escaping  from  the 
cauldrons  used  for  boiling  the  hair.  This  new  danger  appears  to 
have  been  first  discovered  by  Dr.  Felix,  of  Bucharest,  and  the  Rou- 
manian Council  of  Hygiene  has  issued  a  circular  to  all  members  of 
the  trade  warning  them  of  the  danger,  and  suggesting  the  necessary 
precautions.  These  facts  fail  to  harmonize  with  the  poet's  concep- 
tion that  beauty  can  draw  love  with  a  single  hair..  The  demand  is 
for  hair  by  the  ton,  and  it  is  time  to  see  that  in  adapting  the  colour 
of  Eastern  hair  to  Western  usages  the  work  should  be  carried  out 
under  proper  supervision.  Wre  should  strongly  object  to  hairdress- 
ers indulging  in  amateur  dabbling  with  dangerous  chemicals,  es- 
pecially nitric  acid. 

Norle. — Trenor  W.  Park,  the  New  York  lawyer  and  president 
of  the  Panama  railway,  has  decided  to  establish  a  novel  charity  in 
his  native  town,  Bennington,  Vt.  A  magnificent  estate  of  more 
than  200  acres  is  to  be  devoted  to  friendless  children  and  destitute 
aged  persons.  It  is  now  occupied  by  children  from  tenements  in 
New  York  who  have  been  sent  from  the  city  by  the  "fresh  air 
fund/1  but  it  is  to  furnish '  a  site  for  three  homes,  one  for  young 
girls,  one  for  boys,  and  auother  for  old  people.  Mr.  Park's  purpose 
is  to  supply  the  best  possible  substitute  for  parental  care  for  chil- 
dren, care  being  given  to  their  physical,  mental  and  moral  train- 
ing, and  to  the  procurement  of  homes  and  employment  for  them 
when  they  reach  the  years  of  maturity.  Should  his  plans  be  car- 
ried out  it  will  involve  an  expenditure  of  nearly  $500,000. 

Antiseptic  Treatment  of  Wounds  (Medical  Reporter). — 
Dr.  W.  T  Briggs,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of 
Nashville,  has  written  an  interesting  monograph  on  "The  Anti- 
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septic  Treatment  of  Wounds,"  from  which  we  take  the  follow- 
ing: "The  unprecedented  success  attending  the  treatment  of 
wounds  after  Lister's  plan,  is  the  strongest  argument  in  support 
of  the  germ  theory.  If  it  can  l>u  shown,  however,  that  other 
methods,  based  upon  different  principles,  can  exhibit  equally  suc- 
cessful results,  that  fact  can  no  longer  carry  weight  as  an  argument . 
The  supremacy  of  Lister s  system  would  be  undisputed  could  it 
be  proved,  by  statistics,  that  wounds  treated  upon  his  plan  ot- 
tered results  decidedly  superior  to  such  as  are  obtained  by  other 
modes  of  treatment ;  unfortunate  for  Listens m  such  superiority 
cannot  be  demonstrated,  and  the  present  unsettled  opinion  con- 
cerning the  proper  status  of  his  method  is  due  in  a  great  measure 
to  that  fact.  Statistical  comparison  of  the  Listerian  form  of 
treatment  with  other  methods,  founded  upon  different  views, 
shows  that  the  results  are  as  good,  in  a  large  majority  of  cases, 
in  one  as  in  another.  Lister  himself,  with  an  abiding  faith  in  the 
germ  theory  and  the  perfectness  of  his  method,  claims  that  suc- 
cess should  be  the  invariable  rule,  failure  the  exception,  and  al- 
ways attributable  to  some  Raw  in  the  application  of  dressing. 
But  in  order  to  secure  this  measure  of  success,  he  insisted  at  first 
upon  the  vital  importance  of  the  most  rigid  observance  of  every 
detail  of  the  complicated  dressing.  More  recently,  however,  Mr. 
Lister  had  been  obliged  to  confess  that  the  requirements  of  his 
dressing  are  not  so  absolute  as  he  fit  tirst  imagined,  and  he  now 
agrees  with  the  majority  of  surgeons,  that  the  carbolized  spray 
should  be  regarded  more  in  the  light  of  an  adjuvant  than  as  an 
essential. 

Temperature  of  the  Sick  Room. — In  the  Lancet,  Septem- 
ber, 1881,  p.  3i)0,  an  allusion  to  the  well-known  difficulty  exper- 
ienced during  the  illness  of  the  late  President  Garfield,  to  keep 
the  room  cool,  it  was  suggested  that  the  plan  adopted,  of  placing 
blocks  of  ice  about  the  chamber,  afforded  the  readiest  mode  of  se- 
curing the  desired  result.  At  p.  o74,  this  suggestion  is  criti- 
cised, the  writer  showing  that  the  blocks  of  ice,  thus  placed,  were 
exposed  to  the  lowest  and  therefore  coolest  stratum  of  air, 
where  also  but  little  movement  of  the  ai.e  took  place;  whilst,  by 
means  of  Chemical  Lung  or  Punkah,  lately  exhibited  at  the  In- 
ternational Exhibition,  charged  with  ice  water,  pure  or  medi- 
cated, waving  to  and  fro  from  the  ceiling,  the  temperature  of  the 
hottest  room,  with  an  atmosphere  of  the  foulest  kind,  could  be 
most  rapidly  cooled  and  purified. 
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The  following  editorial  remarks  relate  to  article  printed  on  pag»* 

421  of  the  present  number. 

Simpson  divided  the  cervix  laterally  from  within  the  internal  os, 
but  often  did  it  in  the  consulting  room,  so  slightly  did  he  regard 
it.  In  ISrtO  Sims,  finding  the  operation  unsatisfactory,  devised  and 
practiced  splitting;  up  the  posterior  lip  to  vaginal  juncture.  ,k  Metro- 
tomes" and  other  surgical  machines  for  performing  the  operation 
have  given  place,  in  America,  to  the  curved  scissors,  with  which 
the  tissues  are  separated  at  a  clip.  For  flexures  and  stenosis  of  the 
vaginal  portion  the  operation  will  maintain  its  place,  and  perhaps 
will  be  a  necessary  preliminary  to  operations  for  stenosis  of  inter- 
nal os  and  flexures  of  the  uterine  body. 

There  is  really  no  incongruity  in  sewing  up  a  torn  cervix  in  one 
case  and  dividing  it  in  another  for  the  relief  of  a  narrowed  or  dis- 
turned  canal. 

When  a  cervix  is  lacerated  the  uterus  is  enlarged  and  the  lesion 
leads  to  sub-involution;  eversion  of  mucous  membrane  occurs,  and 
the  demonstration  of  the  condition  is  made  complete  by  hooking 
up  the  everted  edges,  with  two  tena;;ula,  and  bringing  them  to- 
gether. This  condition  will  not  occur  after  divisions  of  cervix  in 
flexures  and  stenosis,  and  it  is  the  evidence  of  unfairness,  or  failure 
to  comprehend  the  difference,  that  has  prompted  the  above  lines. 

Regarding  the  Bennett  school  and  the  caustic  treatment  above 
commended,  we  will  refer  to  a  countryman  of  Dr.Tilt,  who  says, 
M  Over  aud  over  again  I  have  had  to  re-open  the  uterine  canal, 
when  it  had  been  occluded  by  repeated  applications."  (of  caustics!) 

The  cases  requiring  any  gynaecological  operation  are  doubtless 
more  numerous  in  this  country,  as  our  corseted,  constipated  and 
criminally  aborted  women  do  not  recover  from  injuries  as  the  well- 
developed  women  of  Europe. 

Acute  metritis,  independent  from  pnerperality,  or  from  gonorr- 
hoea! infection,  is  in  this  country  unknown. 
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Dr.  Tilt  can  find  food  for  pathological  thought  in  Dr.  Emmet's 
admirable  writings  on  cellulitis. 

We  have  taken  space  to  correct  the  inuendo  of  Dr.  Tilt,  as  an  act 
of  justice  to  our  countrymen,  whose  influence  for  good  or  evil  in 
the  world  is  second  to  those  of  no  other  country. 

The  very  paints  attacked  by  Dr.  Tilt  are  forcing  recognition 
everywhere,  aud  the  profession,  with  consternation  at  the  evils 
they  have  wrought,  are  hastening  to  abandon  hypothetical  chi- 
meras for  clinical  realities. 

C.  S.  Morley. 


GYNECOLOGISTS  AND  VIRGINS. 

TO  MY  FRIEND  ANDREW.* 

Some  time  last  week  I  found  in  the  post-office  your  postal,  the 
book-lists  I  had  asked  for,  and  a  pamphlet  ia  Jul  I  green  covers. 
The  upper  right-corner  of  the  pasture-lot  was  fenced  otf,  and  there- 
in I  learned  that  you  yourself  were  the  parent  of  the  enclosed  idea 
(for,  as  I  have  noticed,  such  literature  consists  of  one  idea,  more  or 
less  new,  diluted  with  old  stock,  as  Marion  Harland  directs  to  make 
new  soup  by  adding  some  savory  article  to  what  was  left  over  from 
yesterday). 

The  extreme  modesty  of  the  title,  thus  shrinking  up  into  one 
corner  of  the  cover,  befitted  well  the  pages  within,  where  each  little 
island  of  verdant  text  seemed  to  lose  itself  moderately  in  an  ocean 
of  margin. 

In  fact,  it  was  j'our  monograph  "  On  a  New  Method  of  Remov- 
ing the  Cervix."  Though  why  this  general  rage  against  the  cervix, 
by  which  every  one  has  a  new  way  of  cutting,  sewing,  or  basting 
the  humble  part? 

However,  1  congratulate  you  upon  this  your  first  public  appear- 
ance. 

So  you  are  a  specialist,  a  gynecologist!  You've  seen  a  flock  of 
sheep  circle  around,  a  confused  mass  of  doubt,  until  one  starts  to 
jump  the  fence,  and  then  the  whole  flock  with  marvellous  decisiou 
of  character,  so  out  of  keeping  with  their  hesitation  of  a  moment 
ago,  follow.    Where?    On,  anywhere  where  they  all  go. 

Come  now,  don't  you  think  the  boasted  division  of  labor  which, 
our  philosophers  tell  us,  is  both  a  means  aud  a  result  of  our  high 
state  of  civilization,  has  in  it,  at  least  as  it  develops  itself  in  the 
formation  of  medical  specialties,  a  good  deal  of  that  impulse  com- 
mon to  gregarious  animals? 
♦Medical  Record. 
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Why  have  von  so  suddenly  come  out  as  a  specialist?  Why,  be- 
cause they  all  do  it;  and,  old  chum,  between  us,  Til  tell  you  an- 
other reason.  You  think  you  see  your  way  to  have  patients  sent 
to  you  by  other  doctors,  to  whom  be  sure  you  will  from  time  to 
time  send  "the  compliments  of  the  author."  Hut  be  very  careful 
you  don't  send  'em  any  of  your  patients.  Well,  yes;  you  might 
send  them  some  incurables  or  kt  malades  imaginairies,*1  to  yet  their 
opinion.  But  the  good  ones,  the  paying  ones — "  Oh,  there  are  some 
of  my  old  families  who  will  insist  on  having  me.'1  That  covers 
them,  you  see. 

You  say  you  have  made  a  special  study  of  it.    Oh,  of  course. 
You  say  you  are  a  gvnecologist! 

Andrew,  your  daughter  is  a  tine  girl.  She  has  the  beauty  of  face 
and  mind  and  character  that  careful  nurture  and  training  can  give 
her.  I  doubt  not  you  have  trained  her  to  be  self-reliant  and  the 
defender  of  her  own  honor  by  the  force  of  her  own  will. 

But  who  are  going  to  be  your  own  patients?  Have  you  foreseen 
the  mothers  who  will  bring  their  daughters  to  you,  the  young 
girls  who  will  come  to  you? 

Factories,  sewing-machines,  long  hours'  standing  behind  count- 
ers, hanging  out  clothes  barefoot,  hard  toil,  scant  wages,  and  many 
sorrows— these  are  the  causes  that  send  them  to  you;  and  they  all 
come  to  you  because  of  some  derangement  of  the  generative  or- 
gans And  what  are  you  going  to  do  to  them?  You  are  a  spe- 
cialist, but  before  all  you  are  a  physician;  and  let  me  warn  you 
never  to  forget  it.  Not  only  do  they  come  to  you  for  treatment, 
but  they  trust  you,  and  before  you  make  that  vaginal  examination 
which  you  look  upon  as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  making  your 
diagnosis,  stop  and  imagine  the  shock  which  your  daughter  would 
experience  were  she  to  be  obliged  to  submit  to  it. 

kk  Oil."  you  say,  k*  but  she  is  of  a  refined  nature."  Andrew,  the 
instinct  of  modesty  is  not  confined  to  the  cultured;  such  have  a 
double  guard  in  instinctive  modesty  and  a  trained  will,  but  the  only 
safeguard  of  the  uneducated  is  that  instinctive  feeling  which  al- 
ways exists  once. 

Want,  poverty,  hardship,  often  a  pretty  face  or  form,  and  all 
manner  of  temptation  drive  the  daughter  of  the  poor  toward  ruin, 
and  instinctive  modesty  is  the  one  sole  safeguard.  Do  you  think 
you  can  venture  to  first  shock,  and  then,  by  repeated  vaginal  ex- 
aminations, obliterate  this  instinct  with  impunity? 

But,  you  say,  it  is  necessary  for  the  recovery  of  the  patient.  Are 
you  sure? 

In  the  first  place,  let  me  ask  you,  do  you  need  to  see  a  patient's 
liver,  intestines,  stomach  or  kidneys  in  order  to  form  your  diagno- 
sis when  one  or  other  is  ailing? 

Do  you  not  rather  pride  yourself  that  from  the  patient's  com- 
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plaints  and  the  altered  secretions  you  can  form  your  diagnosis? 
Neither  do  you  demand  to/eel  of  a  patient's  other  internal  organs. 
Certainly  palpation  aids  in  a  diagnosis  where  there  exists  some 
marked  malformation  of  the  anterior  ahdominal  organs,  but  can 
you  by  palpation  Hud  out  a  dyspepsia,  an  enteric,  gastric,  or  cystic 
catarrh,  or  a  nephritis?    Yet  these  are  easily  diagnosed. 

And  when  you  have  looked  into  the  vagina,  what  do  you  see? 
practically  little  in  most  cases,  never  farther  than  the  outermost 
opening  of  the  uterus. 

Has  it  not  often  struck  you  that  you  find,  usually,  just  what  the 
symptoms  led  you  to  expect  to  tind? 

But,  you  reply,  you  expect  the  probe  to  give  you  valuable  infor- 
mation. Were  all  virgins  truly  virgins,  I  could  Only  assent;  but 
how  many  gynecologists  of  experience  can  stand  forward  and  say, 
"  I  have  never  accidentally  caused  an  abortion?" 

You  say  you  are  obliged  to  make  local  applications  to  the  dis- 
eased parts.  Do  you  make  local  applications  to  a  liver,  spleen,  or 
kidney,  in  which  is  some  subacute  inflammation?  Are  not  a  bron- 
chitis, enteritis,  or  cystitis  cured  without  the  direct  application  of 
solid  nitrate  of  silver  or  iodine?  No,  no,  Andrew,  the  same  blood- 
vessels and  lymphatics  supply  the  uterus  or  ovaries  as  supply  all 
the  organs.  *  The  same  blood  impoverished  or  deteriorated  flows 
through  them  all,  and  in  one  or  another  brings  on  disease,  or  the 
same  blood  enriched  and  purified  is  capable  of  restoring  to  health- 
ful function  the  one  as  the  other.  Tne  same  sensitive  and  sympa- 
thetic nerves  are  similarly  affected.  The  same  use  of  judgment  in 
the  estimation  of  symptoms  will  bring  you  to  an  honest  diagnosis 
in  uterine  diseases,  just  as  certainly  as  in  diseases  of  organs  which 
lie  out  of  sight  and  touch,  and  the  same  principles  of  treatment 
will  affect  the  blood-supply,  the  nutrition,  the  innervation  of  the 
generative  as  all  other  organs. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  imply  that  there  are  no  cases  in  which  a 
vaginal  examination  is  not  imperative  and  direct  local  treatment 
essential.  Indeed,  such  cases  are  frequent,  although  bv  far  less 
common  among  viagius  than  married  women,  and  he  would  be, 
guilty  of  criminal  neglect  who  should  refuse  to  resort  to  all  known 
measures  of  cure.  Hut  let  the  vaginal  examination  1h»  held  in  re- 
serve as  the  last  and  extreme  resort,  when  the  same  principles  ap- 
plicable to  all  organs  have  lieen  faithfully  tried  ami  found  wanting. 

Now,  Andrew,  one  thing  more  before  I  close.  In  your  zeal  to 
restore  damaged  perineums,  and  to  sew  up  or  cut  down  crevices, 
remember  that  it  sometimes  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  plain  doctor  to 
effect  a  cure  of  the  jtaticnt  by  restoring  the  general  functional 
health,  even  where  a  specialist  has  had  full  swing  and  failed  to  cure 
the  disease.  So.  if  you  will  1m»  a  specialist,  try  not  to  forget  what 
you  used  to  know  as  a  plain  doctor.  Claudius. 
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TURKISH  BATH-ITS  PERILS. 

The  London  Lancet  speaks  of  the  perils  of  the  hot-air  bath,  thus: 

The  hot-air  bath,  in  all  its  varieties  of  construction  and  arrange- 
ment, is  a  powerful  agent  for  the  disturbance  of  the  circulatory 
system.    The  change  effected  may  be  good,  or  it  may  be  bad  for 
the  subject;  but  it  can  scarcely  be  inoperative,  the  heart's  action  is 
quickened;  the  tension  of  the  blood-pressure  is  at  first  heightened, 
and  then — if  copious  perspiration  takes  place— it  may  be  reduced. 
Speaking  generally,  there  is  a  determination  of  the  blood  to  the 
surface,  leaving  the  central  and  deep  organs  less  fully  supplied  than 
ljefore.    In  this  way,  doubtless,  local  congestions  are  occasionally  re- 
lieved by  the  bath.    Under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  change  ef- 
fected in  the  distribution  of  blood  and  pressure  is  likely  to  be  benefi- 
cial, but  if  the  heart  be  weak,  or  the  larger  vessels  rigid,  it  may  happen 
that  faint ness  ensues.    Then  something  is  done,  either  by  the  effu- 
sion of  cold  water  on  the  extremities,  or  in  one  or  more  of  several 
empirical  ways,  to  drive  the  blood  in  again,  and  this  endeavor  may 
prove  the  last  strain  that  throws  the  whole  physico-vital  apparatus 
of  the  circulation  out  of  working  order,  and  renders  the  continuance 
of  the  essential  functions  of  life  difficult  or  even  impossible.  We 
believe  the  Turkish  bath  to  be  most  potent,  and,  when  rightly  man- 
aged, a  useful  agent  for  the  control  of  the  circulation;  but  it  is  nec- 
tary to  marn  the  public  against  the  reckless  use  made  of  it  in  cases 
the  precise  nature  and  peril  of  which  are  not  understood.  Except 
by  the  robust  and  thoroughly  healthy,  the  hot-air  bath  should  on  no 
account  be  employed  without  express  medical  approval.    Even  this 
restriction  is  scarcely  enough,  because  it  may  happen  that  the  sub- 
ject of  a  weak  heart  or  abnormal  blood-vessels  regards  himself  as 
healthy,  until  the  unaccustomed  demand  made  on  his  organs  of  cir- 
culation by  the  bath  discovers  the  weak  place  in  his  economy.    It  is 
not  desirable  to  lay  too  much  stress  on  those  deaths  which  occasion- 
ally occur  in,  or  after  a  visit  to,  Turkish  baths.    They  are  accidents 
in  the  use  of  the  agency,  and  as  such  must  be  regarded  as  significant. 
At  tiie  same  time,  it  is  desirable  that  the  dangers  of  the  bath  should 
be  more  generally  understood  than  they  would  seem  to  be.  and  that 
the  proprietors  of  these  establishments  should  be  required  to  in- 
struct their  managers  and  attendants  to  send  at  once  for  medical  as- 
sistance whenever  a  visitor  becomes  faint  or  even  momentarilly  un- 
conscious.   Such  occurrences  must  need  portend  peril  of  death;  and, 
however  large  may  l>e  the  proportion  of  instances  in  which  the 
"slight  faint  feelinof'  or  "sleepiness"  passes  away,  it  is  manifest 
that  a  grave  risk  is  in  all  cases  incurred,  and  a  responsible  medical 
man  should  l>e  instantly  summoned  to  aid  the  recovery.  There 
ought  to  be  nothing  left  to  the  discret  ion  of  t  he  manager  or  attend- 
ant in  such  a  case.    Again,  although  it  is  easy  to  see  that  proprie- 
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tors  would  prefer  to  avoid  deaths  on  their  premises,  no  person  who 
has  been  ill  or  even  slightly  unwell  in  the  bath  should  be  allowed 
to  leave  the  establishment  without  being  seen  by  a  doctor.  Fur- 
ther, we  think  the  practice  of  sleeping  in  the  hot  rooms  ought  to 
be  interdicted.    There  is  always  danger  at  the  moment  af  awakening. 


Causes  of  Typhoid  Fever  {Medical  Eclectic). — A.  severe  out- 
break of  typhoid  fever  which  occurred  at  a  sm  ill  peninsula  near 
Boston,  inhabited  during  the  summer  by  a  small  number  of  very 
rich  cottage  owners,  has  led  to  a  very  exhaustive  investigation  by 
the  Health  authorit  ies.  As  contaminated  drinking  water  is  usually 
the  principal  caus**  of  the  spread  ot  the  disease,  the  190  wells  and 
cisterns  which  supply  the  houses  were  first  examined.  The  water 
of  only  8  of  these  were  pronounced  good,  71  others  were  declared  to 
be  tit  for  use,  111  were  classed  as  "  very  suspicious*1  or  absolutely 
M  bad.'1  About  SO  cases  of  fever  occurred,  nearly  all  of  which  could 
be  accounted  for  by  the  actual  condition  of  the  drinking  water  used 
in  the  houses  inhabited  by  the  p  atients.  In  one  case  there  was  a 
leaking  cesspool  within  ten  feet  of  the  well.  In  one  or  two  other 
cases  the  cause  of  the  disease  was  proven  to  be  the  result  of  the  use 
of  ice  in  the  household  gathered  from  a  ton  I  pond  in  the  vicinity. 
At  a  seashore  hotel  in  this  vicinity  a  very  severe  and  fatal  epidemic 
of  typhoid  fever  was  unquestionably  also  caused  by  the  use  ot  con- 
taminated ice.  In  view  of  these  facts,  will  it  not  have  to  become 
the  imperative  duty  of  our  health  boards  to  exercise  some  sort  ot 
surveillance  over  the  collection  and  sale  of  an  article  which  may 
become,  nay,  already  is,  far  more  daugerous  thau  the  trichinons 
pork  or  immature  veal,  against  which  so  rainy  precautious  are 
taken.  In  one  place  that  we  know  of,  thousands  ot  tons  of  ice  are 
annually  gathered  at  the  very  edge  ot  an  extensive  aud  well-tilled 
cemetery,  which  slopes  rapidly  into  the  water. 

English  Ignorance  {Medical  Register). —  The  number  of  Eng- 
lishmen who  are  charitably  endeavoring  to  improve  the  moral 
condition  of  Americans  by  their  writings  is  only  equaled  by  the 
amount  of  ignorance  which  they  display  of  our  country  and  its 
society.  Matthew  Arnold,  who  acknowledges  that  he  has  never 
seen  the  United  States,  nevertheless  devotes  several  long  col- 
umns to  a  criticism  of  American  manners  and  customs,  drawing 
his  examples  of  characters  and  social  life  from  various  small  towns 
the  names  of  which  would  be  unfamiliar  to  most  of  our  country- 
men; his  arguments,  therefore,  fall  very  flat,  even  in  England, 
where,  indeed,  they  have  called  out  more  adverse  criticism  than 
here.  Another  example  of  this  dyspeptic  philanthropy,  on  a  very 
small  scale,  is  the  anonymous  writer  of  **  Gossip,"  in  the  London 
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Medical  News,  who  several  weeks  ago  took  occasion  to  adminis- 
ter the  Ameiican  nation  a  severe  rebuke  on  Recount  of  a  luckless 
correspondent  ot  a  San  Francisco  paper,  who  ventured  to  draw 
the  attention  of  Californians  to  several  peculiarities  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  The  same  writer  in  the  copy  of  his 
paper  for  August  25,  terms  South  Americans,  Yankees.  What  a 
deep  insight  of  American  affairs,  and  of  the  geographical  and 
social  relations  of  North  and  South  America! 

The  Last  Thing  in  Incubation  {Medical  Nctcs).— Tih«  Lancet 

is  authority  for  the  statement  that  M.  Tarnier,  of  the  Maternity 
Hospital,  in  Paris,  has  had  constructed  a  box  which  is  very  similar 
to  the  incubators  used  for  poultry.  Into  this  he  places  all  the 
weakly  and  sickly  children. 

This  box  is  divided  into  two  compartments,  the  lower  one  being 
used  as  a  reservoir  for  hot  water,  while  the  infant  is  placed  in  the 
upper  one,  which  is  well  stuffed  at  the  sides  and  fitted  with  a  slid- 
ing glass  cover.  The  temperature  is  maintained  at  So'  degrees 
Fahrenheit,  and  M.  Tarnier  has  found  that  by  keeping  infants  in 
the  incubator  for  a  period  varying  from  two  days  to  six  weeks, 
their  vitality  is  enormously  improved.  He  has  made  experiments 
upon  live  six-months'  children,  six  seven-months,  ami  thirteen 
eight-months'  children,  and  he  has  only  lost  two  of  them,  whereas, 
according  to  his  statement,  three-fourths  ot  them  would  have  died 
but  for  his  adventitious  aid  to  vitality. 

How  to  Use  b'lUX  Mas  (Medical  Pre**  and  Circular), — The 
success  of  certain  German  "worm  doctors'*  in  using  extract  u  in 
filicis,  led  Herr  Dietrich  to  suppose  that  the  best  results  are  obtained 
when  castor  oil  is  administered  immediately  after  the  extract,  in- 
stead of  waiting  an  hour  or  two,  the  extract  being  more  likely  to 
reach  the  worm  undecomposed  and  less  likely  to  irritate  the  stom- 
ach during  its  rapid  passage.  Upon  experiment  this  was  continued 
(Pharm.  Zeit.),  in  fact,  the  most  favorable  results  were  obtained 
when  the  extract  and  oil  were  administered  together.  This,  ac- 
cording to  Herr  Dietrich,  is  most  conveniently  done  in  flexible  cap- 
sules, each  containing  1  gramme  of  extract  and  2  grammes  of  oil. 
A  dose  consisting  of  t>  such  capsules,  preceded  as  usual  by  a  laxative, 
has  been  found  quite  effective. 

Is  it  Goon  for  Nursing  Women  to  Drink  Beer?  {Medical  Rec- 
ord).— At  the  camp  meeting  of  the  Women's  National  Christian 
Temperance  Union,  recently  held  at  Ocean  Grove,  N.  J  ,  the  Tab- 
ernacle was  well  tilled  at  each  of  the  four  daily  sessions,  the  ladies 
forming  nine-tenths  of  the  audiences.  One  of  the  interesting  fea- 
tures was  a  "  question  box,''  in  which  questious  were  put  on  the 
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first  day  to  he  auswered  on  the  second.  One  of  the  questions  was, 
"  Is  it  good  for  nursing  women  to  drink  beer?"  It  was  answered  by 
a  member  of  the  Union,  Yankee  fashion,  by  asking  another  ques- 
tion: "What  is  the  condition  of  the  milk  of  cows  fed  upon  the  refuse 
of  breweries       The  questioner  apparently  was  fuily  satisfied. 

Carbolic  Acid  in  HjKMOrrhoitxs  (Med ica  I  Record). — Dr.  H.  Z.  Gill 
says:  "There  has  been  more  than  a  dozen  cases  of  piles  treated  bj 
carbolic  acid  hypodermic  injections.  Many  of  them  were  of  years' 
standing,  and  they  now  even  the  worst,  declare  themselves  entirely 
cured.  The  amount  of  acid  injected  was  from  five  to  ten  minims, 
dependent  upon  the  size  of  the  tumor.  The  acid  used  was  crystal- 
ized,  with  just  enough  glycerine  to  hold  it  in  solution.  The  opera- 
tion was  made  slowly,  and  the  needle  slowly  withdrawn.  The 
course  has  l>een  mild  in  most  cases,  and  the  results  have  been  en- 
tirely satisfactory. 

The  Garfield  Hospital  Fi  nd  is  increasing  slowly.  Among 
the  latest  subscribers  are  President  Arthur,  the  President  of 
Hayti  and  his  Minister  of  State,  and  several  United  States  Con- 
suls in  different  parts  of  the  world.  The  profession  is  not  taking 
as  much  interest  in  this  great  national  charity  as  it  should. 

Obesity  and  its  Treatment  (Medical  Jleeord). — Ebstein,  of 
Wiesbaden,  describes  a  new  dietetic,  method  for  the  relief  of 
obesity.  He  does  not  believe  in  M  Bantingism,"  and  states  that 
it  produces  inanition  which  may  be  injurious.  Dr.  Ebstein  con- 
tends that  a  diet  of  albuminous  and  fattv  matter  tends  to  check 
deposit  of  fat,  and  that  it  is  the  sugars  and  starches  which  are  to 
be  left  out  in  anti-fat  regimen.  He  gives  biead,  however,  and 
green  vegetables,  peas  and  beans,  but  no  potatoes.  The  addi- 
tion of  fat  to  the  diet-list  has  the  advantage  that  it  produces 
satiety  sooner  and  the  patient  does  not  eat  so  much. 

New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  Eye  and  Ear,  corner 
3rd  avenue  and  23rd  street.  Report  for  the  month  ending  Sept. 
30,  1882:  Number  of  prescriptions,  3,o05;  number  of  new  patients, 
TOO;  number  of  patients  resident  in  the  hospital,  14;  average  daily 
attendance,  135;  largest  daily  attendance.  180. 

Chas.  Deady,  M.  L).,  resident  surgeon. 

A  Stcdknt  of  Womkn  {Medical  Record) .—A  French  physician 
advocates  some  novel  theories  regarding  women,  and  claims  to 
know  about  them  as  well  as  anyone  can  who  has  dissected  them 
much  and  loved  them  much! 
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Missing  Numbers  of  This  Journal  can  now  be  supplied.  Just 
before  and  after  our  removal  to  Pontiac  we  were  not  able  to  fill 
the  orders  received.  As  the  back  numbers  have  now  been  assorted 
we  can  fill  all  orders  promptly,  and  now  offer  to  send,  postage  pre- 
paid, any  odd  numbers  desired  to  complete  sets, 

AT  TKN  CENTS  EACH. 

and  back  volumes  since  1%5,  at 

ONE  DOLLAR  EACH. 

We  will  also  send  to  any  subscriber  who  remits  four  dollars  for 
subscription  for  1883  and  18S4,  or  two  dollars  for  his  own  sub- 
scription for  1883,  and  two  dollars  for  a  new  subscriber  for  1883, 

A  COMPLETE  VOLUME, 

of  this  Journal,  of  any  year  desired  since  1 865  i  kek,  and  postage 
prepaid. 

Con  valla  in  a  Maialis  Again. — Dr.  E.  P.  Hurd  writes  to  the 
editor  of  Medical  Record:  As  the  home  supply  of  this  cardiac 
remedy  is  likely  to  be  short  until  another  spring  gives  us  the 
flowering  plant  in  abundance,  it  might  be  well  to  state  that  Pro- 
fessor Germain  See  writes  me  that  a  reliable  extract  of  the  con- 
vallaria  may  be  obtained  from  the  principal  pharmacies  in  Paris, 
France  (Pharmacie  Mialhe,  8  Rue  Tavart ;  Pharniacie  Langle- 
t>ert,  55  Rue  des  Tettis  Champs). 

The  Working  Bulletin  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  on  the  oonval- 
laria  maialis,  states  that.  Dr.  Ralph  U'Ary,  of  Romeo,  Mich.,  a 
Russian  physician,  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  lily  of  the  val- 
ley into  this  country,  having  learned  its  therapeutical  uses  while 
on  a  summer  tour  in  his  native  country.  To  Dr.  D'Ary,  cer- 
tainly,  the  priority  of  credit  is  due.  I  find  that  it  is  difficult  to 
substantiate  my  former  statement  (taken  from  insufficient  author- 
ity), that  certain  eclectics  in  this  country  had  used  this  remedy 
for  cardiac  dropsy  prior  to  its  introduction  by  Dr.  D'Ary. 

Obligatory  Vaccination  in  Switzerland  (Medical  Record)  — 
Vaccination  has  been  heretofore  obligatory  in  Switzerland.  By  a 
recent  vote  the  law  was  annulled.  The  vote  was  as  follows:  Jn 
favor,  02,  522;  against,  225,730.  There  will  no  doubt  be  some  uoisy 
cackling  ovvr  this  among  the  anti-vaccinators.  The  advisability  of  » 
compulsory  vaccination,  however,  is  questioned  by  many,  if  not 
most  sanitarians,  outside  of  England. 
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CoCfccjes;  Socie  ties  el'c: 


ALBERT  LODGE,   M.  1).,  DETROIT,  MICHIGAN.  EDITOR. 


AMERICAN  INSTITUTE  OF  HOMOEOPATHY. 

At  request  of  J.  C.  Morgan,  M.  D.,  Chairman  &e.,  we  publish  the 
following  in  full. 

Office  of  the  ) 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Leoisi.tion,  >• 
American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  ; 
17oV>  Green  Street.  Philadelphia.  September  15th.  18Sl'. 
Dear  Doctor: 

The  above-named  Committee  for  the  current  year  of  the  Insti- 
tute consists  of  the  following  members. — .John  0.  Morgan.  M.  D., 
Philadelphia,  Chairman:  A.  1.  Sawyer.  M.  I)..  Monroe,  Mich. ;  J. 
P.  Dake,  M.  I)..  Nashville,  Tern..;  F.  II.  Orme,  M.  I)..  Atlanta.  Ga.: 
E.  C.  Franklin,  M.  1).,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.:  I.  Tisdale  Talbot,  M.  1).. 
Boston,  Mass.:  J.  C.  Budlong,  M.  D  ,  Centredale.  It.  I.;  George  F. 
Roberts,  M.  I)..  Chicago,  lib:  Philo  G.  Valentine,  M.  [).,  St.  Louis. 
Mo.;  AmbroseS.  Everett.  M.  1).,  Denver,  Col.:  C.  B.  Currier,  M.  D.: 
San  Francisco,  Cal  ;  G.  W.  Pope.  M.  1).  Washington.  D.  C. 

The  Districts  remain  as  last  year,  very  nearly. 

Your  attention  is  calle  1  to  tin?  neecssjty  of  securing  uumerous 
helpers  within  your  District,  in  order  to  carry  out  our  work;  par- 
ticularly in  securing  Congressional  votes,  as  hereinafter  explained. 

The  most  important  duty  now  before  the  Committee  is  that  im- 
posed by  the  vote  of  American  Institute  at  its  late  session,  in- 
structing us  to  press  the  demand  for  equal  rights  in  the  medical 
corps  of  the  Cnited  States  Army  and  of  the  Civil  Service. 

Pursuant  thereto,  the  Chairman  prepared  a  """joint  resolution"  for 
presentation  to  both  Houses  of  Congress.  This  was  amended  by 
the  Hon.  Chas.  O'Neill.  M.  CM  of  Philadelphia,  and  presented  by 
him  (by  unanimous  consent),  in  the  House  of  Representatives;  and 
by  the  Hon.  .1.  Donald  Cameron  (also  by  unanimous  consent),  in 
the  Senate.  In  each  house  it  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
appropriate  committee,  in  whose  custody  it  remains,  and  whose  ac- 
tive support  must  now  be  secured.  These  are,  the  House  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  consisting  of  lion.  Tims.  B.  Head,  of  Maine: 
Hon.  Edwin  Willitts.  of  Mich.;  Hon.  Geo.  D.  Robinson,  of  Mass.: 
Hon.  J.  F.  Briggs,  of  N.  EL;  Hon.  H.  L.  Humphrey,  ot  Wis.;  Hon. 
Ezra  B.  Taylor,  of  Ohio;  Hon.  Moses  A.  McCoid,  of  Iowa;  Hon.  L. 
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E.  Payson,  of  Ills.;  Hon.  A  Norcrosa,  of  Mass.;  Hon.  J.  Proctor 
Knott,  of  Ky  •  ;  Hon.  N.  J.  Hammond,  of  G  a.;  Hon.  D.  B.  Culber- 
son, of  Texas;  Hon.  G.  L.  Converse  of  Ohio;  Hon.  Van  H.  Manning, 
of  Miss.;  Hon.  K.  W.  Townsend.  of  Ills.;  and  the  Senate  Commit- 
tee on  Civil  Service  and  Retrenchment,  consisting  of  the  Hon.  Jo- 
seph R.  Hawley,  of  Conn.;  Hon.  Edward  H.  Rollins,  of  N.  H.;  Hon. 
John  P.  Jones,  of  Nevada;  Hon.  Henry  L.  Dawes,  of  Ma^s.;  Hon. 
.John  I.  Mitchell,  ot  Penna.;  Hon.  M.  C.  Butler,  of  So.  Ca.;  Hon. 
James  D.  Walker,  of  Ark.:  Hon.  John  S.  Williams,  of  Ky.;  Hon. 
George  H.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  ''Joint  Resolution"  in  question: 
"House  Res.  209:"  July  17th,  188*2. 
"Senate   "     96;*  July  14th,  1882. 

"Joint  Resolution — relative  to  Schools  of  Medical  Practice  in 
the  United  States,  and  the  graduates  thereof. 

''h'esohed  htj  the  Senctp  and  House  of  He  preventatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  Ann rica,  in  ('otujreits  assembled,  That  it  shall  he  a 
misdemeanor,  punishable  by  a  tine  of  live  hundred  dollars  and  dis- 
missal from  office,  for  any  officer  of  the  United  States  Government, 
Civil,  Military,  or  Naval,  to  make  discrimination  in  favor  ot  or  a- 
gainst  any  school  of  medical  practice,  or  its  legal  diplomas,  or  its 
duly  and  legally  graduated  nieml>er<.  in  the  examination  and  ap- 
pointment of  candidates  to  medical  service  in  any  ot  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Government, 

"Skc.  2.  That  all  such  examinations  shall  he  open  to  the  attend- 
ance and  witness  of  all  physicians,  citizens  of  the  United  States; 
and  that  duly  certified  copies  of  the  complete  records  of  all  the  de- 
tails of  said  examinations  shall  he  placed  on  file  in  the  Office  of  the 
Librarian  of  Congress,  subject  to  the  inspection  and  use  of  members 
of  (  ougress. 

On  the  introduction  of  this  measure,  the  journals  of  the  old-school 
showed  much  alarm  and  opposition, even  abusing  the  Hon.  Senator 
for  his  action.  On  the  other  hand,  the  allopathic  liberals  have 
contended  for  its  propriety.  We  thus  learn  that  we  must  prepare 
for  a  sharp  contest. 

The  first  step  will  he  to  secure  immediate  and  favorable.consider- 
ation  thereof  by  each  of  these  Committees;  to  which  end.  the  seve- 
ral gentlemen  whose  names  are  above  given  snould  be  duly  inform- 
ed of  its  nature,  and  their  approval  individually  sought  by  the 
prompt  and  earnest  personal  efforts  ot  physicians  and  others,  in 
their  respective  districts.  The  resulting  recommendations  of  these 
Committees  will  doubtless  largely  shape  the  action  of  the  House 
and  Senate.     The  consequences  to  Homoeopathy  will  l)e  immense. 

The  second  step  will  be  to  obtain  (duplicate)  signatures  in  large 
numbers,  everywhere  to  the  annexed  petition  to  the  two  Houses. 
The  petitions  should  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible,  through  the 
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Chairman  of  this  Committee,  or  otherwise,  before  the  opening  of  the 
winter  session,  in  order  that  the  resolution  may  obtain  an  early  con- 
sideration in  each  House,  for  third  reading,  and  passage. 

The  third  step  will  be  to  secure  the  influence  of  every  member  of 
Congress,  through  the  personal  of  our  friends  and  theirs,  united 
with  those  of  all  the  excluded  systems  of  practice  in  their  own  dis- 
tricts; letting  all  know  that  scientific  medicine  fears  nothing,  and 
can  lose  nothing  thereby.  Our  societies,  everywhere,  should  pass, 
and  forward,  resolutions  sustaining  members  who  favor  our  cause. 

The  fourth  step  will  be  to  endeavor  to  secure  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  a  like  favorable  consideration,  and  his  signa- 
ture. 

Every  person  who  shall  see  this  circular  is  particularly  requested 
to  take  notice  of  whatever  of  these  steps  he  or  she  may  be  able  to 
further  in  any  way,  and  to  constitute  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 
I  jet  all  action  be  immediate! 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  and  duly  urged,  that  the  British  Medi- 
cal Act  of  1858  (Section  xxiii),  is  of  like  tenor,  as  respects  the  im- 
partial licensing  of  medical  men  in  civil  life;  going  so  far  as  to  re- 
voke the  licensing  power  of  institutions  vested  therewith,  as  a 
penalty  for  violation  of  the  said  prohibition.  This  act  forms  an 
undoubted  precedent  in  law.  The  equity  is  undeniable,  (See 
British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  April  1st,  1882.) 

John-  C.  Morgan,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

The  following  is  the  form  of  heading  of  the  petition  to  be  circu- 
lated and  signed;  and  of  which,  copies  will  be  furnished  by  the 
Cnairman: 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tJie 
United  States  of  America,  im  Congress  assembled: 
The  undersigned,  your  petitioners,  respectfully  represent  to  your 

honorable  bodies, 

1.  That  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine  is  a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  the  Civil  Service  of  the 
United  States; 

2.  That  at  the  present  time,  the  opinions  and  practice  of  phy- 
sicians of  equal  learning,  ability  and  honesty,  differ  so  widely  as  to 
divide  them  into  sects,  such  as  those  commonly  called  allopathic 
and  homoeopathic; 

3.  That  one  of  these  *eets,  calling  itself  11  regular,"  has  now, 
and  has  alwavs  held  absolute  medical  control  of  all  Departments  of 
the  Government  service;  thus  compelling  all  government  em- 
ployes to  submit  to  its  arbitrary  choice  of  medical  treatmeut. 

4.  That  no  candidate  for  appointment  to  medical  service  under 
the  government,  who  avowed  his  belief  in  any  other  system  of 
medical  practice  than  that  called  '*  regular,"  however  learned  and 
well  qualified  in  other  respects,  has  heretofore  been  accorded  an  ap- 
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pointment  or  even  an  examination  for  the  same,  in  any  govern- 
ment service. 

5.  That  such  discrimination  in  favor  of  one  medical  system 
against  all  others,  equally  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  is  an  evident  usurpation  of  powers  not  granted 
to  the  said  public  servants  by  law,  and  therefore  tacitly  prohibited 
to  them. 

6.  That  your  petitioners,  patrons  of  all  systems  of  medical  prac- 
tice, including  the  so-called  M  regular  M  itself,  do  earnestly  pray 
that  such  unjust  and  injurious  discrimination  be  hereafter  prohib- 
ited by  law  of  Congress,  in  some  form,  such  as  the  Joint  Resolution 
now  before  your  honorable  bodies,  viz.:— Senate  Resolution  (1st 
Session),  No.  96,  and  House  Resolution,  No.  259.  of  July  14th  and 
17th,  last,  respectively;  and  that  all  qualified  physicians  be  thus 
made  equal  before  the  lau\  in  the  Government  Service. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 


Solvents  for  Diphtheritic  Membrane.— At  the  meeting  of  the 
Detroit  Medical  and  Library  Association  as  reported  in  Detroit 
Clinic.  Dr.  Riky  read  a  report  as  follows,  of  experiments  that  he 
had  made  regarding  the  power  of  certain  solvents  upon  diphtheritic 
membrane  that  had  been  given  him  by  Dr.  Douglas  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

1st.  Aqua?  calcis,  entirely  soluble,  on  being  agitated  slightly  in 
test  tube  for  three  minutes. 

2nd.  Lactic  acid,  30  per  cent.,  nearly  wholly  soluble  in  five 
minutes. 

3rd.  Citric  acid.  grs.  x,  dram  i.  Partially  soluble,  light  mass 
sepai  ates,  which  floats. 

4th.    Pepsin  with  glycerine  and  Hcl,  very  slowly  soluble. 

5th.    Acetic  acid  dil.  very  slightly  soluble. 

6th.    Sulphuric  acit  dilut.  very  slightly  soluble. 

7th.  Hydrochloric  acid  dil.,  wholly  insoluble,  and  is  converted 
into  a  tough  rubber-like  mass,  which  is  absolutely  insolnble  like 
water,  or  any  other  reagent  tried. 

All  the  reagents  tried  were  kept  at  a  temperature  of  100  0  Fh. 

Dr.  Douglas  thought  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Riky  would  bear 
him  out  in  the  statement  that  the  tough  character  of  the  mem- 
brane in  many  cases  that  he  had  seen,  was  due  to  the  application 
of  hydrochloric  acid,  and  for  that  reason  he  had  abandoned  its  use. 

St.  Jacobs'  Oil"  appears  to  l>e  a  feeble  and  badly  made  aconite 
liniment,  and  it  consists  mainly  of  water,  ether,  alcohol,  turpen- 
tine, and  a  small  proportion  of  aconite  with  red  coloring  matter. 
— 8quibb\  K ph  erne  rig. 
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NECROLOGICAL. 

PROFESSOR  A.  C.  RICKEY,  M.  I). 
To  the  Editor  of  the  American  Observer. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  faculty  of  Pulfce  Medical  College,  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Since  the  last  regular  meeting  ot  the  faculty  of  this  college, 
through  the  dispensations  of  Providence,  our  esteemed  friend  and 
colleague,  A.  C.  Rickey,  M.  [).,  has  been  taken  from  us  by  an  early 
death;  and  as  we  desire  to  place  upon  record  our  appreciation  of 
his  worth,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  faculty  will  cherish  the 
memory  of  their  departed  friend  and  brother  with  the  regard  in- 
spired by  a  long  and  harmonious  association;  and  that  they  will 
feel  his  death  as  a  personal  bereavement. 

Rewired,  That  in  the  death  of  Professor  Rickey,  this  college 
has  sustained  the  loss  of  a  wise  counsellor,  an  able  instructor  and  a 
staunch  friend,  ever  ready  to  assist  in  promoting  their  welfare  and 
guarding  her  interest. 

Resohed,  That  we  tender  to  his  afflicted  family  our  deep  sorrow 
and  heartfelt  sympathy,  rejoicing,  however,  in  the  consolation  that 
while  he  has  been  taken  from  them  and  from  us,  his  brilliant  in- 
tellect, his  conscientious  work  and  his  religious  character  assure  us 
that  this  sad  event  is,  to  him,  but  the  entrance  into  a  happier  life. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the 
records  of  this  faculty,  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  the  daily  press  and 
that  a  copy  be  transmitted  to  the  iamily  of  our  deceased  friend. 

G.  C.  McDermott, 
J.  M.  Crawford, 
C.  D.  Crank. 


The  Brain  [Medical  Iieg'usler). — An  extensive  manuscript  rel- 
,  ative  to  the  brain,  by  Sweden  borg,  has  been  translated  into  Eng- 
lish by  Professor  Tat'el,  and  is  now  in  course  of  publication,  after 
lying  in  the  library  of  the  Royal  Academy  oi  Sciences  of  Stock- 
holm for  140  years.  It  contains  a  copious  summary  of  the  liter- 
atme  of  the  brain  down  to  Swedenborg's  time,  and  then  his  anal- 
ysis and  theory  of  the  facts.  To  this,  Professor  Tafe!  has  added 
an  exhaustive  account  of  the  science  ot  the  brain  to  this  day,  to- 
getl  er  with  mauy  notes  comparing  modern  science  with  Sweden- 
borg's  views. 
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MA  MEUKY  II E ART  DOETH  GOOD  LIKE  A  MEDICINE." — SOLOMON. 


Articulation's. — The  following  ingenious  arrangement  of  the 
names  descriptive  of  the  various  articulations,  is  attributed  to  Dr. 
James  L.  Little,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, and  the  Post-Graduate  Medical  School  of  New  York: 

Enarthrosis.  bone  to  bone, 

Femur.  Acetabulum; 
Ginglymns,  the  hinge  I  see, 

Forwards,  bark  wards  swings  the  knee. 
Arthrodia,  n^ar  the  end, 

Glide  along  the  foot  and  hand; 
Synchondrosis,  we  allege. 

Calls  for  costal  cartilage; 
Syndesmosis— ligament. 

Binding  bone  to  bone  is  meant. 
Syssareosis— lower  jaw. 

Flesh  from  ribs  to  scapula. 
Suture,  a  stitch  witha1, 

Coronal,  lamdoid,  sagittal. 
Harmonia— Tipperarv, 

Rhymes  with  Supramaxillary. 
Schindylesis— plowing  done— 

Vomer  in  the  sphenoid  bone. 
Gomphosis  sets  all  things  right: 

Tooth  in  socket  pretty  tight. 

— Exchange. 

The  Vacation  op  a  Successful  Practitioner  {Medical  Rec- 
ord).—  Wife  (to  doctor  just  home  from  a  week's  hunting). — "  Well, 
James,  did  you  shoot  anything?  " 

Doctor  (sadly). — "No.    Awful  bad  luck;   never  killed  a  thing.'1 
W\ft  (who  knows  him  sweetlv). — "My  dear,  you'd  have  done 
better  if  you  had  stayed  at  home/' 

Epitaph  at  Roxbury,  Masl'. — Sub  spe  immortali  ye  herse  of 
mr.  Benjamin  Thompson,  learned  school-master  and  physician, 
and  ye  renowned  poet  of  New  England,  obiit  Aprilis  13  anno 
Domini  1714.  et  aetatis  sme  74,  mortuus  sed  immortalis. 

He  that  would  try 
What  is  true  happiness  indeed. 
Must  die.       — Church  Yurd  Literature,  Kipplax. 
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Bkxdkr— Prosper  lender,  M.  IX,  lias  removed  from  Quebec  to  Hotel 
Vendome,  Boston,  where  he  will  have  abundant  opportunity  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  professional  abilities. 

Liliexth\l.— Our  worthy  friend  and  devoted  colleague,  Prof.  Lilien- 
thal,  instead  of  going  to  Sandwich  Islands,  as  he  at  first  contemplated, 
si>ent  three  months  with  his  sons  at  San  Rafael,  twenty  miles  from  San 
Francisco.  The  rest  and  change  of  scene  and  climate  did  his  eyes  good 
and  gave  him  such  a  measure  of  recuperation  that  he  looks  forward 
to  a  good  winter's  work.  His  children  would  like  to  see  him  settling 
down  to  the  enjoyment  of  rest,  without  so  much  mental  toil,  but  this 
would  be  no  satisfaction  to  such  an  earnest  soul.  The  greatest  delight 
a  true  man  has  is  in  constant  and  satisfactory  employ ment  He  says: 
"  Work  is  the  very  essence  of  life;  all  other  is  mere  vegetating." 

MARITAL. 

E dmo x dso n — BlJRSlI A. — W .  F.  Edmondson.  M.  D.,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.' 
was  married  to  Miss  Maggie  Uursha,  of  the  same  place,  on  the  26th  of 
September. 

NEUROLOGICAL. 

Brodick.— Harry  &,  son  of  Dr.  II.  M.  Brodrick,  died  at  Decatur, 
Mich„  on  Sept.  14,  of  typhoid  pneumonia. 

Crosby. — Hattie  A.,  wife  of  O.  II.  Crosby,  M.  D.,  of  Atlantic  City,  N. 
J.,  died  at  Franklin,  N.  Y.,on  Sept.  :J0,  18S2,a;t  35  years.  A  true  Christian 
in  all  the  relations  of  life" doing  what  she  could." 

Rousseau.— Dr.  L.  M.  Rousseau,  of  Pittsburgh,  died  on  the  25th  of 
September,  rct  63,  of  fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart.  He  had  been 
practicing  in  Pittsburgh  since  I sti'>.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  seven  chil- 
dren, two  sous  and  live  daughters.  • 

Wanstall.— Mrs.  Emma  Sleene  Wanstall,  M.  D.,  wife  of  Alfred  Wan- 
stall,  M.  D.,  of  Baltimore,  departed  this  life,  from  her  home,  on  the  10th 
of  September,  1882,  at  the  age  of  28.  She  was  a  graduate  of  the  Boston 
University  School  of  Medicine  of  1S77.  Located  at  Baltimore  De- 
cember. 187S,  the  first  of  our  physicians  of  her  sex  to  settle  there.  In 
April,  1881,  she  married  Dr.  Wanstall.  After  the  birth  of  a  son  she  sank 
into  a  rapid  decline.  We  tender  our  sincere  condolence  to  Dr.  W.  in  his 
great  affliction. 
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PROF.  S.  A.  JONES,  M.  O.,  ANN  ARBOR,  MICHIGAN,  EDITOR. 


ALCOHOL  AS  A  THERAPEUTIC  AGENT. 

Nearly  all  medical  authorities  describe  alcohol  as  a  "  diffusible 
stimulant,"  a  something  which,  when  taken  into  the  stomach,  adds 
somewhat  to  the  forces  of  life,  and  under  the  influence  of  which 
the  sluggish  powers  of  the  heart  are  aroused  to  increased  action, 
and  thus,  by  its  stimulating  influences,  adding  to  the  vital  forces, 
and  giving,  as  it  were,  a  renewal  of  life.  Acting  upon  this  knowl- 
edge of  the  supposed  action  of  alcohol  upon  the  system,  it  was  thus 
that  our  transatlantic  brethren  were  induced  to  treat  their  pneu- 
monic patients  with  brandy  and  milk,  raw  beef  and  brandy,  Bour- 
bon whiskey  and  other  like  preparations,  containing  alcohol, 
vaunting  one  or  other  of  these  remedies  as  the  Elixir  viUv  in  all 
wasting  diseases  of  the  lungs,  by  which  the  impaired  tissues  could 
be  renewed  to  their  original  pristine  state,  the  disease  aborted, 
and  mortality  very  much  lessened.  Other  authorities,  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic,  deny  the  necessity  of  stimulation  in  such 
forms  of  disease,  and  insisting  that  too  much  stimulation  already 
exists,  it  is  necessary  to  depress  the  vital  forces  from  its  high  state 
of  excitability  or  nervousness,  in  order  to  bring  it  to  its  normal 
standard  of  action.  And  though  so  widyly  different  as  these 
views  are,  yet  both  theorists -succeeded  in  restoring  to  health  and 
to  life  many  whose  hope  of  recovery  seemed  lost  forever. 

If  we  examine  its  effects  upon  the  human  economy  in  health, 
we  invariably  find  stimulation  to  be  its  chief  action,  And  those 
who,  in  health  are  constantly  placing  themselves  under  its  influ- 
ence, by  the  over-exertion  which  the  system  is  called  upon  to  make 
by  the  daily  customs  of  society  in  the  use  of  all  ardent  spirits,  are 
as  surely  stepping  down  into  the  vale  of  death  as  he  who  deliber- 
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ately  hurries  himself  into,  eternity.    If  the  tendency  of  alcohol,  in 

health,  is  thus  to  derange  the  system,  it  then  becomes  a  question 
for  us  to  know  how,  when  and  why,  and  for  what  purpose  or  pur- 
poses it  should  be  given  in  disease.  If  we  examine  any  of  our  • 
works  on  therapeutics  for  replies  to  such  questions  we  shall  find 
nothing  satisfactory ;  all  will  be  confusion  and  doubt.  It 
therefore  becomes  every  reformer  in  medicine  to  investigate  for 
himself,  and  try.  if  possible,  to  clear  up  those  doubts,  and,  by  the 
help  of  conscience,  arrive  at  the  true  basis  of  its  therapeutics.  Of 
the  chemical  structure  of  alcohol  our  authorities  .do  not  agree, 
though  the  majority  claim  it  to  be  a  hydrated  oxide  of  ethyl — an 
organic  oxide  of  an  organic  base.  In  investigating  carefully  the 
action  of  alcohol  upon  the  system  we  shall  find  an  array  of  physi- 
ological, pathological  and  chemical  facts  brought  before  us  which 
cannot  be  refuted  ;  and  as  each  fact  has  been  borne  out  by  careful 
experiments,  it  will  enable  us  to  know  for  a  certainty  the  true  ther- 
apeutics of  alcohol.  The  first  fact  which  is  brought  to  our  notice, 
in  examining  the  effects  of  alcohol,  is,  that  its  use  causes  a  reduc- 
tion of  temperature.    This  may  not  hold  true  in  every  case-  as  in 

persons  who  are  unaccustomed  to  it,  it  acts  somewhat  differently 
than  it  does  with  those  that  are  accustomed  to  its  use  :  and  even 
in  this  latter  class  it  does  not  act  upon  all  alike,  owing  to  some 
idiosyncrasy,  or  some  peculiar  morbid  state  of  the  system.  It  is 
true,  however,  in  more  than  seven-tenths  of  those  who  are  unac- 
customed to  its  use.  When  a  person  dies  from  doses,  suffiicienly 
large  to  destroy  life,  the  reduction  of  temperature  in  the  body  will 
be  found  to  increase  more  rapidly  than  in  the  bodies  of  those  who 
die  from  other  causes.  To  some  this  may  appear  wide  of  the  truth 
— quite  different  from  preconceived  views  on  the  subject  ;  but  these 
facts  are  truths  indeed,  and  carefully  conducted  experiments  will 
only  establish  them  upon  a  sure  and  certain  basis.  The  second 
fact  which  we  reach  is,  that  the  solid  and  fluid  constituents  of  the 
urine  are  both  diminished.  The  contents  of  the  urine,  when  de- 
prived of  its  water,  show  to  our  view  the  results  of  a  receding  met- 
amorphosis of  the  tissues.   The  modus  operandi  and  effects  of  alco- 
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hol  on  the  system  is  thus,  by  this  second  fact,  more  clearly  made 

known  to  us.    For  as  oxidation,  or  destructive  metamorphosis  of 

the  tissues  of  the  body,  is  caused  by  animal  heat,  this  decrease  of 
the  solid  and  fluid  contents  of  the  urine,  must  of  necessity,  be  ac- 
companied by  a  reduction  of  temperature.  The  third  fact  brought 
to  light  i3  diminished  sensibility .  As  causes  and  effects  abound  in 
all  things  in  nature,  so  also  do  they  in  the  human  body.  This  di- 
minished sensibility  arises  from  diminished  destructive  metamorph- 
osis in  the  mass  of  nerves  upon  which  sensibility  depends.  Patho- 
logical lesions  prove  this.  It  shows  us  plainly  we  may  have  loss  of 
sensibility  of  parts  without  corresponding  loss  of  motion,  and  rice 
versa,  and  these  lesions  can  always  be  traced  to  injury  or  defects  of  the 
nerve  centres.  By  preventing  molecular  waste,  which  alcohol  does  to 
a  certain  extent,  it  renders  its  victims  less  sensitive  to  the  cares  and 
anxieties,  discomforts  and  fatigues  incident  to  life;  and  it  is  on  this 

.  account  that  the  many  who  use  it  were  beguiled  to  its  sensitive  allure 
ments.  The  fourth  fact  points  out  to  us  that  alcohol  does  not  increase 
cutaneous  perspiration*  The  proofs  of  this  fact  are  not  so  plain  as 
some  of  the  others  ;  but  it  is  important  in  a  negative  point  of  view 
as  showing  that  the  skin  does  not  take  the  place  of  the  kidneys  in 
exhaling  water  from  the  system.  The  fifth  fact  shows  that  alcohol 
does  not  augment  f  cecal  excretions.  This  is  another  important  neg- 
ative fact;  as  showing  that  all  the  avenues  of  exit  from  the  body 
are  equally  obstrueted ;  for,  if  the  lungs,  skin  or  bowels  poured 
forth  increased  secretion,  the  relation  of  these  facts,  and  their  phil- 
osophy to  each  other,  would  be  wholly  changed.    The  sixth  fact  is 

•  alcohol  accelerates  the  pulmonary  movements,  but  diminishes  the  abso- 
lute quantity  of  carbonic  acid  exhaled  by  the  lungs;  also,  the  relative 
proportion  of  it  to  the  other  products  of  respiration—the  proportion 
of  the  diminution  amounts  to  about  one-fifth.  If  the  preceding  facts 
are  well  founded,  these  results  follow  as  a  matter  of  course.  The 
diminished  destructive  metamorphosis  would  decrease  the  amount 
of  carbonic  acid  formed,  that  is  retained  in  the  system.  Proba- 
bly, in  some  instances,  this  latter  is  the  fact,  though  experiments 
are  wanting  to  confirm  it. 
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The  seventh  fact :  The  quantity  of  water  exhaled  from  the  lungs 

is  unaffected  to  any  important  extent — not  more  than  t lie  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-fifth  part  of  the  whole.  This,  again,  is  in  harmonv 
with  all  of  the  preceding,  as  well  as  the  next  and  last,  viz.:  Eighth 
fact :  That  a  larger  proportion  of  the  alcohol  introduced  with  the 
system  is  eliminated  at  carious  emunctories,  unaltered  in  chemical 
composition,  but  principally  from  the  lungs.  It  is  not  absolutely 
certain  that  any  portion  of  the  alcohol  ever  taken  into  the  stom- 
ach, though  absorbed  into  the  blood,  and  making  the  circuit  of  the 
system,  is  ever  oxidized  or  otherwise  chemically  changed,  though  a 
small  part,  perhaps,  may  be  ;  but  if  so,  the  quantity  is  unimpor- 
tant. Its  affinity  for  water  would  aid  in  keeping  the  quantity  of 
it  exhaled  nearly  up  to  the  normal  standard,  while  the  alcohol  was 
undergoing  the  process  of  expulsion  from  the  system.  These  eight 
striking  facts  have  each  and  separately  been  determined  by  experi- 
ments, although  neither  of  tne  remainder  are  legitimate  deductions 
from  the  second,  and  perhaps  others.  As  they  are  thus  mutually 
dependent,  as  demonstrations  and  deductions,  of  each  other,  form- 
ing a  consistent  whole  ;  and  assuming  thrt  future  investigations 
will  not  materially  add  to  nor  take  away  any  of  their  significance  as 
established  scientific  facts,  a  careful  study  of  them  will  point  out 
the  modus  operandi  of  alcohol  on  the  human  system,  and  define 
with  far  greater  certainty  than  heretofore,  its  therapeutic  value  and 
uses,  which  is,  at  best,  the  question  of  most  importance  to  us  as 
physicians.  From  them  the  inference  is  unavoidable,  that  its  mo- 
dus operandi  is  in  retarding  molecular  or  metamorphic  destruction 
of  tissue.  Chambers  styles  it  "  an  arrester  of  metamorphosis  ;  'T 
but  arrest  of  destructive  metamorphosis  is  death  ;  and  as  destruc- 
tive metamorphosis  is  not  arrested,  retarding  seems  the  more  fit- 
ting term  to  be  employed.  Because  it  does  retard  destructive  met- 
amorphosis it  is  that  our  fellowmen  seek  it  as  a  beverage,  calming 
down,  as  it  does,  the  asperities  of  life,  and  producing,  by  virtue  of 
its  retarding  the  waste  of  the  system,  that  plethora  of  pleasant 
feeling  and  mental  tranquility,  so  highly  prized  that  all  else  usu- 
ally held  dear  in  life  seemsjwillingly  sacrificed  for  its  indulgence. 
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When  the  advanced  philosophy  of  the  present  da}' — more  particu-  • 

larly  with  reference  to  organic  life — comes  to  be  more  generally 
understood  and  adopted,  as  it  inevitably  must  be,  the  present  cum- 
brous classifications  of  medicinal  agents  will  disappear  from  works 
on  therapeutics.  As  the  forces  of  inorganic  and  organic  natures 
are  mutually  interchangeable — are  one  and  the  same  in  fact ;  and 
as  all  therapeutic  agents  are  forms  of  force,  conserved  in  their  ef- 
fects on  the  system,  the  classification  will,  most  likely,  be  depend- 
ent on  the  views  entertained  of  their  modifications  of  the  organic 
processes  of  nutrition  and  oxidatiou.  It  seems  highly  probable 
indeed,  that  there  may  be  recognized  but  two  great  classes,  as  they 
promote  or  retard  constructive  or  destructive  metamorphosis.  Alco- 
hol has  been  ascertained,  by  careful  scientific  experiments  to  be  a 
retarder  of  destructive  metamorphosis,  as  a  primary  and  prominent 
effect,  aud  in  the  greater  degree,  while  in  the  minor  degree  it  at 
the  same  time  retards  constructive  metamorphosis.  But  in  this, 
as  in  other  instances,  the  greater  swallow  up  the  lesser,  so  that 
alcohol  must  be  regarded,  essentially,  as  a  retarder  of  molecular 
destruction  of  animal  tissue.  These — the  accelerating  and  retard- 
ing of  molecular  tissue  changes— are  probably  the  only  real  valua- 
ble  effects  of  any  or  all  medicinal  agents,  if,  indeed,  any  other  ef- 
fects are  possible  in  the  hands  of  those  who  practice  the  healing 
art ;  and  hence  the  probability,  almost  amounting  to  certainty,  ot 
all  therapeutic  agents  or  agencies,  and  at  no  very  remote  day,  being 
classed  with  reference  to  them.  The  action  of  alcohol  on  dead  ani- 
mal tissue  is  in  entire  harmony  with  its  action  on  the  living.  Pu- 
trefactive decomposition  is  more  or  less  completely  arrested,  as 
demonstrated  in  all  anatomical  and  pathological  museums.  The 
pathological  changes  induced  by  the  excessive  abuse  ot  alcoholic 
beverages  are  such  as  might  be  inferred  from  its  physiological 
action.  Primarily,  a  general  enlargement  of  most  of  the  organs 
and  tissues  consequent  on  retarded  molecular  waste,  and  the  elimi- 
nation of  its  products,  summed  up  in  popular  language  fully  as 
definitely  in  the  word  bloating^  as  by  any  scientific  definition.  Any 
excessive  secret  indulgence  is  sure  to  have  its  tell-tale  in  this  bloat- 
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ing.     As  functional  activity  is  diminished  other  and  remoter 

changes  characterized  by  shrinking,  takes  place.  Pathological 
changes  are  modified  by  circumstances  during  life,  but  they  usually 
consist  of  enlargements  primarily,  and  fatty  degenerations  and 
shrinkage  as  remote  results.  What  is  the  course  of  alcohol  through 
the  system,  seeing  that  it  is  all  probably  expelled  from  it,  un- 
changed in  chemical  character?  Not  a  long  time  since  the  ques- 
tion, u  Is  it  food  or  medicine?1'  was  discussed  by  medical  societies 
and  medical  journals  ;  but  if  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  any,  the 
medical  mind  generally  failed  to  reach  definite  conclusions.  Cham- 
bers styles  it  an  accessory  food  ;  and  this  term  very  properly  ex- 
presses the  facts  when  applied  to  fermented  beverages,  for  in 
these  the  alcohol  is  associated  with'  saccharine  and  bitter  matters, 
which  undoubtedly  do  undergo  transformations  in  the  system. 
Massing  declared  it  was  all  expelled  from  the  system  unchanged  ; 
that  no  part  was  oxidized  ;  but  his  conclusions  were  rejected. 
Later  experiments  by  Lallemond,  Perrin  and  Duroy,  confirmod 
Massing's  conclusions.  The  fact  that  a  good  deal  of  it  finds  exit 
at  the  lungs  must  be  evident  to  all  who  come  in  contact  with  the 
breath  of  persons  who  have  drunk  it,  as  a  single  teaspoonful  can  be 
detected  in  the  breath  for  some  time  after  swallowing  it.  Accept- 
ing then,  the  conclusions  of  the  French  physiologists  as  scientific 
truth,  the  answer  to  the  questiou  of  its  course  through  the  system, 
as  well  as  its  modus  operandi,  become  more  interesting  and  more 
perplexing.  The  deductions  in  regard  to  alcohol  as  a  therapeutic 
agent  is  that  it  is  a  retarder  of  destructive  metamorphosis.  In  the 
strict  sense  of  the  term  it  is  not  a  food;  undergoing  no  change  in  its 
course  through  the  system — entering  it  as  alcohol  and  being  ex- 
pelled as  alcohol  — its  presence  in  the  system  and  circulation 
simply  supplies  conditions  to  limit  molecular  transformations,  or 
decreases  the  velocity  of  tissue  changes. 

As  a  therapeutic  agent,  it  is,  as  it  were,  in  its  more  con- 
centrated forms,  a  quick  acting  brake,  checking  the  rate  of  bodily 
waste,  and  thus,  as  a  secondary  result,  imparting  new  yigor  under 
circumstances  of  severe  mental  or  bodily  fatigue  or  labor,  or  great 


Digitized  by  Google 


Oct.]  ALCOHOL  AS  A  THERAPEUTIC  AGENT.  455 

shock  to  the  nervous  system  from  falls,  blows  and  other  accidents. 

As  it  adds  nothing  to  the  sum  of  the  forces  of  life,  but  is  literally  and 
truly  only  a  brake,  reducing  the  velocity  of  tissue  changes,  its  clas- 
sification in  works  on  materia  medica  and  therapeutics,  as  a  "  dif- 
fusible stimulant,"  conveys  no  proper  or  truthful  conception  of  its 
influence  on  organic  life.    It  is  in  no  sense  a  stimulant — a  some- 
thing added  to  life— but  it  is  something  which  supplies  conditions 
to  limit  molecular  transformations — nothing  added— only  econo- 
mising in  the  expenditure  of  that  already  existing.    It  is  indicated 
in  the  treatment  of  diseases  whenever  the  rate  of  waste  greatly  ex- 
ceeds that  of  repair  in  the  system,  and  it  is  either  desirable  or  ex- 
pedient to  restrain  it.    Without  referring  to  malady  or  diseased 
condition  by  name,   it  is  indicated,  under  most  circumstances, 
where  the  process  of  decomposition  greatly  exceeds  in  activity 
that   of  reconstruction  ;  tor  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  life  is 
the  result  of  these  two  processes.   Without  them  there  can  be  no 
life.    The  relations  of  waste  and  repair  may  and  do  vary  very 
widely  under  stress  of  circumstances,  as  the  impossibility  of  ob- 
taining food,  obstruction  to  deglutition  of  a  transient  character, 
etc.,  etc.    These  general  principles  will  be  found  safe  and  (satisfac- 
tory guides  in  the  employment  of  alcohol  as  a  therapeutic  agent, 
as  well  as  the  selection  of  the  form  in  which  it  is  to  be  exhibited. 
The  mode  of  giving  it,  too  is  important,  as  experience  has  shown 
that  in  small  quantities,  frequently  repeated,  it  accomplishes  less 
good  than  when  given  in  decisive  doses  at  longer  intervals.  Twice 
or  thrice  in  twenty-four  hours  is  often  enough  to  obtain  all  its 
good  effects,  unless  under  circumstances  of  rapid  exhaustion, 
though  even  here  the  larger  doses  and  wider  intervals  will  be  found 
better  than  frequent  and  smaller  quantities.    In  cases  of  doubt  it 
is  better  to  feel  our  way,  giving  it  cautiously,  and  closety  watching 
results,  always  bearing  in  mind  that  when  once  taken  into  the  sys- 
tem, it  must  accomplish  one  of  the  ends — good  or  evil ;  there  is  no 
middle  ground  ;  its  results  are  only  good  or  only  evil.    Its  admin- 
istration is  contra-indicated  whenever  there  are  accumulations  of 
effete  matter  in  the  system.  Jaundice  is  such  a  condition,  in  what- 
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ever  quantity  it  is  given  or  taken,  to  that  extent  is  recovery  re- 
tarded. Uriemia  is  another  condition  in  which  it  is  decidedly 
contra-indicated.  In  both  these  conditions  those  therapeutic  agents 
which  faciliate  molecular  transformations,  and  open  the  outlets  of 
the  body,  are  alone  indicated.  Alcohol,  no  doubt,  has  often  been 
given  when  its  effects  were  antagonistic  to  the  indications  ;  but  the 
recovery  was  not  in  consequence  of,  but  in  spite  of  the  mistake  of 
its  administration. 

Externally  alcohol  has  the  effect  of  retarding  molecular 
changes  in  the  cutaneous  tissues,  decreasing  the  circulation  through 
them  with  consequent  shrinking  and  reduced  sensibility,  all  valua- 
ble effects,  and  not  attainable  by  internal  use.  How  is  the  molec- 
ular waste  or  excessive  destructive  metamorphosis  to  be  recog- 
nized? Obviously,  one  of  the  most  important,  because  the  most 
insidious,  is  loss  of  bodily  weight,  without  any  recognized  cause  or 
striking  symptom.  In  such  instances  tubercular  deposits  are  to 
be  suspected.    High  specific  gravity  of  urine,  if  passed  in  normal 

quantity,  and  for  any  considerable  length  of  time,  must  be  under- 
stood as  indicating  undue  waste,  as  well  as  all  excessive  discharges 
of  natural  or  unnatural  secretions  or  excretions.  All  fevers  arc 
thus  characterized.  Perhaps  the  most  unerring  evidence  of  molec- 
ular waste  is  a  continuous  range  of  temperature  above  the  normal 
standard.  Pains  of  whatever  character  and  wherever  located,  must 
be  also  interpreted  as  indicating  undue  waste  ;  those  agents  which 
retard  molecular  waste,  relieve  pain,  as  chloroform,  ether,  opium, 
alcohol,  etc.  Shocks  to  the  nervous  system  by  falls,  death  of 
friends,  loss  of  property,  etc.,  are  all  characterized  by  excessive  mo- 
lecular transformation.  From  the  physiological,  pathological  and 
chemical  data  from  which  the  use  of  alcohol  as  a  therapeutic  agent 
has  been  discussed  in  this  paper,  the  most  potential  reasons  may 
be  drawn  against  its  habitual  or  occasional  use,  as  a  beverage,  by 
persons  in  health,  of  in  whom  the  forces  of  life  are  harmoniously 
adjusted.  They  do  not  need  its  effects,  and  must  in  the  very  na- 
ture of  things,  be  more  or  less  damaged  by  indulgence.  To  some 
the  penalties  come  more  speedily,  but  to  all  sooner  or  later.  All 
other  reasons  against  its  daily  or  occasional  use  by  persons  in 
health  are  merged  into  this  great  one — that  it  interferes  with  the 
normal  velocity  of  the  fundamental  processes  of  repair  and  waste, 
on  which  organic  life  depends. 

D.  D.  BarthoijOMew,  M.  D. 

Holly,  Michigan. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTE. 

If  the  able  writer  of  the  above  paper  will  extend  his  reading  so 
a?  to  include  the  researches  of  Anstie,  Dupre  and  Thudicum,  he 
will  in  justice  retract  the  following  : 

"  In  the  strict  sense  of  the  terra  it  is  not  a  food  ;  undergoing 
no  change  in  its  course  through  the  system — entering  it  as  alcohol 
and  being  expelled  as  alcohol — its  presence  in  the  system  and  cir- 
culation simply  supplies  conditions  to  limit  molecular  transforma- 
tions, or  decreases  the  velocity  of  tissue  changes/' 

Both  Anstie,  Dupre  and  Thudicum,  each  excellent  chemists, 
have  demonstrated,  by  experiment  upon  experiment,  that  alcohol 
can  and  does  subserve  a  food-purpose  in  the  human  organism  ;  that 
alcohol  is  indeed  a  "  food  "  in  that,  in  the  system,  it  undergoes 
chemolysis  and  has  its  elements  entering  into  new  combinations — 
as  is  the  case  with  every  "  food." 

Thudicum  is  even  explicit  as  to  the  quantity  of  absolute  alcohol 
which  can  and  does  undergo  chemolysis  and  re-combination  as  a 
M food"  in  the  human  body. 

Each  of  these  investigators  are  in  unison  in  asserting  and  dem- 
onstrating  that,  only  when  a  given  quantity  is  exceeded  does  alco- 
hol enter  and  leave  the  body  as  alcohol. 

Beyond  all  doubt  the  clear  eye  of  Truth  can  discern  in  alcohol 
the  evidence  of  God's  bounty  to  man.  The  pseudo  scientist, 
sclerodermatous  bigot,  the  batter-brained  fanatic,  and  the  slimy 
hypocrite  who  shouts  M  moral  reform  "  to  hide  iniquities  which 
must  remain  nameless,  can  never  discern  this,  for  what  has  Truth 
to  do  with  their  retinae? 

Indeed,  the  most  suspicious  feature  of  this  quasi  "  moral  re- 
form "  has  not  so  much  the  "  true  inwardness  "  of  its  leaders,  as 
refusal  of  its  advocates  to  make  their  views  of  alcohol  consonant 
with  the  plain  teachings  of  science  regarding  its  purpose  and  its 
place.  Tliat,  within  certain  limits  defined  by  the  Infinite  One,  it 
can  serve  as  a  food,  has  been  denied  by  certain  creatures  whose 
flatulent  rhetoric  is  not  derived  from  research.  And,  yet.  these 
Devil's  advocates  call  themselves  temperance  men.  Their  remedy 
for  intemperance  is  total  abstinence,  not  that  temperate  use  whicn 
has  in  it  even  the  beneficence  of  God. 

We  find  many  a  rara  avis  in  this  very  peculiar  Michigan,  but 
of  all  these  queer  fowls  chiefest  is  this  :  a  teacher  in  a  medical 
school  declaring,  from  a  u  moral  platform,"  that,  in  the  treatment 
of  any  disease,  not  only  is  any  alcoholic  stimulant  needless,  but  also 
injurious  ;  and  at  the  very  time  of  making  this  assertion  his  name 
appeared  on  a  wine  dealer's  circular,  endorsing,  in  his  professional 
capacity,  the  excellence  of  his  wines  in  certain  diseases. 

Between  such  a  "  reformer"  and  the  sot  in  the  gutter  a  true 
morality  cannot  hesitate  to  say  which  most  sorely  needs  reform. 


Digitized  by  Google 


458 


EDITORIAL  NOTE. 


fl882 


The  world  has  always  suffered  most  from  sober  scoundrels, 
and,  naturally  enough,  these  chiefly  affect  the  "  moral"  disguise. 

We  have  given  a  momentary  glance  at  the  "  moral  "  aspect  of 
the  alcohol  question,  because,  under  the  lead  of  falsely  so  called 
temperance  orators,  truckling  physicians,  who  trim  their  sails  by 
the  very  latest  wind  that  blows,  are  inclined  to  mix  medicine  and 
such  4*  morality  n — and  we  are  very  sure  that  medicine  will  get  the 
worst  of  it. 

In  some  parts  of  our  State  to-day  it  requires  more  true  mor- 
ality to  prescribe  an  alcoholic  stimulant  in  disease  than  would  be 
needed  to  stock  a  dozen  "  moral  reform  "  clubs  with  a  better  article 
than  they  have  yet  had. 

From  Dr.  Bartholomew's  paper  all  the  soft-spined  physicians 
can  learn  when  and  where  to  use  alcohol  according  to  its  true  pur- 
pose. 

"  It  is  indicated,"  says  Dr.  B.  with  great  truth,"  "  in  the  treatment 
of  diseases  wherever  the  rate  of  waste  greatly  exceeds  that  of  re- 
pair in  the  system,  and  it  is  either  desirable  or  expedient  to  re- 
strain it.*' 

That  is,  indeed,  the  punetem  saliens — whenever  the  waste  exceeds 
the  repair. 

Look  at  that  hectic  consumptive  literally  consuming  before  your 
own  eyes  !  Take  the  temperature,  and  think  what  a  waste  that 
heat  must  make  ;  feel  the  parched  skin  ;  count  the  pulse  which  is 
sweeping  the  doomed  one  eternity -wards. 

Now,  if  the  ancestral  loins  had  in  them  the  stuff  of  which  a 
physician  is  made,  he  would  use  alcohol  as  it  should  be  used. 


There,  that  will  do.  Now  count  the  pulse.  It  has  fallen  thirty. 
The  temperature  has  fallen  several  degrees.  The  skin  is  soft  and 
cool,  not  dry,  harsh,  hot.  Hush  !  the  patient  is  having  a  sweet, 
cough  less  sleep. 

What  has  done  all  this  ?  The  appropriate  remedy  on  which 
the  light  of  the  law  of  similars  has  shone. 

But,  alcohol  isn't  the  appropriate  remedy  !  the  patient  dies  at 


Even  so,  my  fellow  physician,  "  we  have  our  exits  and  en- 
trances." Birth  is  painless,  and  in  the  culmination  ot  our  divine 
art  we  shall  be  able  to  take  the  sting  from  death. 

Do  you  remember  that  shortly  before  our  own  Hering  went 
out  from  us  he  wrote  a  paper  on  Enthanasy,  as  if  his  worn-out, 
soul-case  mutely  plead  for  a  gentle  dissolution. 

All  the  doomed  ones  who  come  under  our  ministrations  as 
mutely  ask  as  much  from  us,  and  if  you  do  not  know  "  Alcohol  as 
a  Therapeutic  Agent,"  be  44  moral  "  enough  to  take  down  your  sign 
and  man  enough  to  take  up  a  shoemakers  last. 


last. 


Ann  Arbor. 


S.  A.  J. 
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PROF.  S.   LILIENTHAL,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  EDITOR. 

ALCOHOL  INHALATIONS 

A   THERAPEUTICAL  MEASURE    IN    DIPHTHERIA   AND  MEMBRANOUS 

CROUP. 

Dr.  Theador  Clemens  (Frankfort,  on  M.)  had  treated  already, 
3Tears  ago,  48  cases  of  severe  pneumonia  with  chloroform  inhalations, 
but  found  that  a  continued  narcosis  ought  to  be  prevented. 
He  says:  As  alcohol  shows  a  beneficial  influence  on  blood-disease, 
it  seemed  .best  to  add  two  parts  of  common  spiritus  vinito  one  of 
chloroform,  thus  I  got  only  so  much  of  chloroform  action  as  I  needed 
for  the  sensorium  of  my  patients  suffering  from  want  of  air,  whereas 
the  alcohol  inhalation  at  the  same  time  evinced  its  strengthening 
action  on  the  nerve-fibrillae  in  the  lungs  and  aided  the  expectora- 
tion. I  will  never  forget  a  young  artist,  at  whose  bedside  I  passed 
two  nights,  who  was  fighting  dissolution  (pneumonia  duplex)  all 
this  time.  The  inhalation  was  a  continuous  one  day  and  night, 
without  any  other  treatment,  but  it  saved  him,  and  the  parenchyma 
of  the  lungs  remained  sound.  During  his  illness  I  examined  daily 
the  urine,  and  found  such  a  decrease  of  chlorides  that  I  doubted  a 
recovery  to  be  possible,  for,  if  in  inflammatory  diseases  the  chlo- 
rides are  absent,  the  issue  is  mostly  fatal:  the  mode  of  examination 
is  perfectly  simple.  A  few  drops  of  a  concentrated  solution  of  ni- 
trate of  silver  are  dropped  in  the  urine  and  we  find  a  -thick,  cheesy 
sediment  at  the  bottom.  Where  this  urate  of  silver  does  not  form, 
the  urine  remains  clear  and  the  prognosis  fatal.  Of  forty-eight 
patients  thus  treated,  without  any  other  medication,  forty-six  re- 
covered; one  of  the  fatal  cases  was  an  old  potator,  in  senility, 
where  alcohol  had  lost  its  healing  power.  A  piece  of  solid  cotton 
wool  is  thoroughly  soaked  in  the  inhaling  fluid,  covered  with  loose 


Digitized  by  Google 


460  AMERICAN  OBSERVER.  [1882 

cotton  and  held  lightly  before  the  nose  and  mouth  of  the  patient ; 
thus  he  gets  enough  air.  Inhalation  is  kept  up  from  five  minutes 
to  fifteen  minutes,  according  to  the  severity  of  the  case,  and  may 
be  repeated  every  quarter  or  half  an  hour.  Be  careful  that  the 
bedroom  is  well  ventilated  so  that  plenty  of  fresh  air  will  circulate. 

My  mixture  for  inhalation  in  diphtheria  and  angina  membran- 
acea  is:  R.  Spirit,  vini  rectif.  120,0,  chloroform  15,0,  acid  salycil  10,0, 
ol.  Lanea  Pini  3,0.  The  oil  contains  much  turpentine,  and  in  its 
evaporation  it  ozonizes  sufficiently  the  oxygen  of  the  air,  especially 
as  it  also  contains  phosphorus  in  solution.  Even  small  children 
inhale  it  with  ease,  and  the  request  is  natural  that  other  physici- 
ans may  make  a  trial  of  it.       Allg.  Med.  Centr.  Zeit.  43,  iS8^. 


ON  THERAPEUTICAL  USE  OF  SAPO  VIRIDIS. 

BY  PROF.   H.  SENATOR, 

A  few  years  ago  Kapesw  demonstrated  that  we  possess  in  sapo 
viridis  a  powerful  drug  to  cause  resorption  in  chronic,  scrofulous 
swellings  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  and  its  truth  has  been  verified 
on  many  an  occasion.  It  also  was  also  beneficially  applied  in 
chronic  exudations  of  phthisical  patients,  and  in  chronic,  tubercu- 
lous affections  of  the  bones;  since  then  Senator  has  applied  it  in 
four  cases  of  multiple  lymphoma  and  found  it  acting  well  in  syph- 
ilitic swellings  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  in  those  well-known 
chronic  indolent  glandular  swellings,  where  all  other  syphilitic 
manifestations  had  disappeared.  More  numerous  are  his  observa- 
tions on  exudations  in  serous  cavities,  including  synovial  mem- 
branes, where  the  exudation  was  moderate  without  urgent  symp- 
toms, and  where,  therefore,  no  indicatio  vitalis  necessitated  an  im- 
mediate surgical  interference.  Its  resorbing  power  was  equally 
manifested  in  many  cases  of  circumscript  peritoneal  exudations  ;  in 
perityphiliti,  peri  and  parametritic  exudations.  After  acute  rheu- 
marthritis  we  often  meet  in  some  joint  a  chronic  exudation  with 
stiffness,  which  rapidly  diminishes  by  the  rubbing  in  of  soft-soap, 
though  we  must  not  forget  that  such  an  application  is  a  modified 
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massage.  Five  cases  of  severe  pericardial  exudates  were  entirely 
absorbed  by  the  steady  use  of  the  soft-soap  after  the  failure  of  mer- 
curial and  iodine  ointments. 

B.  K.  W.  38,  1882. 


MENTAL  DISTURBANCES  AFTER  THE  EXTERNAL 
APPLICATION  OF  IODOFORM. 

1.  Slig/U  intoxication.  (1)  M.,  18  years  old,  1  grin.  Iodo- 
form is  put  in  a  tuberculous  abscess  above  the  knee-joint,  after 
opening  it.  A  few  days  afterward  an  attack  of  delirium  nervosum. 
The  patient  leaves  the  bed  and  shows  symptoms  of  delusion  of 
persecution.  A  few  hours  afterwards  he  is  still  dazed,  as  if  she 
had  suddenly  awakened  from  a  deep  sleep.  (2)  A  woman,  47  years 
old,  with  Carcinoma  mammas.  Amputation,  typical  listering, 
Iodoform  in  the  wound,  drainage  tul>es,  covered  with  Iodoform 
gauze.  After  fouiteen  days  the  usually  lively  woman  turns 
melancholic,  weeps  continually,  hallucinations  and  illusions;  pic- 
tures and  chairs  dance  all  around  her,  all  of  which  disappears 
after  six  days.  (3)  Woman  of  32  years,  fistula?  opened  and 
scooping  leads  to  a  carious  spot  on  the  ilium,  tilled  with  Iodoform, 
and  the  bandage  remains  on  for  a  week.  In  the  night  after  the 
sixth  day  the  patient  suddenly  jumps  ou  tof  bed,  tries  to  run  away 
in  order  to  drown  herself,  and  resists  with  all  her  power  when 
urged  to  go  to  bed.  For  several  days  she  remains  ill-humored  and 
is  cross  in  her  answers.  Gradually  she  calms  down  and  has  no 
other  attack,  though  the  treatment  with  Iodoform  was  contin- 
ued. (4)  In  an  elderly  man  a  small  cavity  with  foul  secretion 
remained  after  an  operation  lor  empyema.  Every  third  day  a 
stick,  six  ctm.  long  (1:3  gelatine)  of  Iodoform  is  introduced,  , 
procedure  which  he  dislikes  ;  as  everything  tastes  after  Iodoform 
he  loses  his  appetite  and  complains  of  dullness  of  head.  Local 
action  of  the  remedy  excellent.  After  two  weeks  he  becomes 
changeable  in  his  humor — either  weeps  or  full  of  fun.  The  fol- 
lowing night  a  maniacal  attack  with  delirium  of  persecution.  He 
jumps  out  of  bed,  fears  murder,  and  does  not  recognize  well- 
known  persons.  During  the  day  ill-humored,  does  not  recollect 
what  happened  the  night  previous,  mixes  up  words.  The  Iodo- 
form is  stopped  and  after  two  or  three  days  his  mind  is  normal 
again. 

2.  Severe  intoxication.  (1)  An  old  man  of  70 ;  galvano- 
caustic  amputation  of  penis ;  the  stump  covered  with  Iodoform, 
and  eight  days  later,  when  the  crust  was  removed,  the  treatment 
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continued  after  urination.  In  the  twelfth  night  the  patient  sud- 
denly jumps  out  of  bed  and  fears  to  return  to  it.  During  the 
day  he  is  full  of  fear  and  refuses  food.  During  the  night,  again 
restless,  and  full  of  fear  in  the  daytime.  Iodoform  stopped. 
After  five  days,  normal  state.  (2)  Exstirpatio  recti  in  a  woman 
of  60  ;  great  hemorrhage.  A  small  quantity  of  Iodoform  is  ap 
plied.  On  the  evening  of  the  second  day,  peculiar  psychical  dis 
turbances,  lasting  three  weeks.  She  is  restless  at  right,  talks 
continuously  and  uses  high-sounding  words.  She  ha9  many  hal- 
lucinations, is  mentally  retired  into  herself  and  hardly  answers 
questions.  The  following  week  rational ;  the  third  week,  state 
the  same  as  during  the  first  week. 

The  wound  suppurates  nicely,  and  she  has  hardly  any  fever. 
During  the  mental  irritation,  pulse  moderately  frequent ;  during 
the  interval,  very  frequent,  small,  intermitting.  Digitalis  re- 
lieved. 

Prof.  Koenig  (Goettingen)  gives  the  following  resume ; 

1.  Whereas  Iodoform,  locally  applied,  produces  in  most 
cases  a  rapid,  aseptic  cure  without  secretion,  still  in  some  cases 
grave  symptoms  may  set  in  in  relation  to  the  brain  and  heart, 
and  the  symptoms  of  morbid  activity  of  the  heart  usually  precedes 
that  of  the  brain,  more  grave  disturbances  might  be  mentioned. 

[a]  After  sudden  appearance  of  frequency  and  small ness  of 
the  pulse,  sleeplessness,  great  restlessness,  deliria,  hallucina- 
tions, fits  of  fury,  acute  'dementia,  melancholy,  disinclination  to 
take  food.  These  mental  manifestations  may  disappear  rapidly 
or  be  prolonged  for  weeks  and  health  be  finally  restored,  or  it 
may  lead  to  death  from  paralysis  of  the  heart  or  lungs. 

[b]  After  a  short  period  of  excitation  with  the  picture  of  a  se- 
vere mcningo-encephalitis,  symptoms  of  general  cerebral  paralysis 
[unconsciousness,  coma  and  sopor,  involuntary  defecation  and  uri- 
nation, great  muscular  debility]  set  in.  This  may  happen  in  large 
as  well  as  in  small  doses,  and  usually  leads  to  a  fatal  issue.  In 
both  forms  autopsy  reveals  fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart,  kid- 
neys, liver;  and  either  nothing  is  found  in  the  brain,  or  oedeina 
in  the  pia,  chronic  leptomeningitis. 

[2]  The  danger  of  intoxication  is  least  in  infancy.  With 
increasing  age  the  danger  increases.  Very  strong  persons  in 
youth  and  middle  age  are  rarely  its  victims ;  we  meet  mostly  the 
danger  in  people  suffering  from  chronic  diseases,  which  unfavor- 
ably effect  the  heart.    With  increasing  age  the  disposition  to 
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disease  in  its  graver  forms  increases.  Most  fatal  cases  were  re- 
cordsd  in  old  people. 

[3]  It  is  impossible  to  give  a  rational  minimal  dose.  A 
transitory  fury  was  observed  after  one  grmm.  Iodoform,  after  15 
grmms.,  and  after  60  grmms.  We  believe  that  idiosyncrasy  has 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  have  found  that  certain  persons,  whose 
force  of  heart  is  weakened,  especially  seniles,  become  morbidly 
affected  even  by  small  doses.  We  affirm  that  the  solubilitv  of 
the  poison  produced  by  different  states  of  the  fluid  secreted  in 
wounds  or  ulcers,  e.  g.  the  presence  of  fat,  or  a  deficient  excre- 
tion through  the  kidneys  and  bladder,  may  explain  the  severe 
action  of  even  small  doses.  Very  few  cases  have  been  observed 
where  the  dose  applied  was  below  ten  grmms.  Where  we  intend 
to  apply  it  in  a  surgical  case  in  large  quantities,  we  must  at  first 
strictly  examine  his  general  health  as  well  as  that  of  the  different 
organs,  especially  the  functions  of  the  heart  and  brain,  and  their 
relations  to  the  kidneys  and  lungs.  The  curve  of  temperature 
and  pulse  must  be  daily  taken  and  the  urine  examined  for  the 
Iodine  salts. 

As  long  as  we  do  not  know  another  remedy  to  take  the 
place  of  Iodoform  in  the  surgical  therapeutics  of  tuberculosis,  we 
must  apply  cautiously  that  drug.  We  meet  here  mostly  cases 
of  tuberculosis  in  the  bones  and  joints  of  children,  which  dimin- 
ishes our  fear.  But  even  with  grown  persons  it  would  be  foolish 
to  give  up  Iodoform,  as  many  cases  have  thus  been  cured  which 
otherwise  would  have  succumbed  to  their  disease.  There  is  no 
other  drug  which  causes  asepsis  in  small  quantities,  and  we 
recommend  it,  therefore,  in  plastic  operations  in  the  face,  mouth, 
vagina,  especially  in  otherwise  healthy  patients,  but  even  in 
older  persons  we  may  use  in  such  operations  the  Iodoform  gauze, 
as  recommended  by  Billroth  and  Miculitz,  which  requires  smaller 
quantities  and  may  be  easily  removed,  when  dangerous  symp- 
toms threaten. 

We  would  not  recommend  Iodoform  as  a  general  antisepti- 
cum  in  large  wounds  or  operations,  after  listering,  the  wound 
might  be  covered  by  Iodoform  gauze  in  order  to  diminish  secre- 
tion in  the  wound.  Schede  has  shown  that  the  antiseptic  action 
of  this  drug,  in  connection  with  simple  lint-covering,  does  not 
suffice  for  difficult  injuries  or  operations,  and  it  will  be  always 
advisable  to  combine  it  with  thorough  listering. 

AUg.  Med.  Centr.  Zeit.  25,  1882. 
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E.  A.  LODGE,  SEN.,  M.  1).,  PONTIAC,  MICHIGAN,  EDITOR. 


TRAXSACrrOXS  OF  THE  HOMiEOPATHIC  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania— Seventeenth  Annual 
Session,  1881. 

This  is  well  worthy  of  observation,  but  has  escaped  notice 
heretofore  by  inadvertance. 

The  vol.  for  1879  con taiued  168  pp..  those  for  1880  and  18S1 
nearly  400  pp.,  each  of  matter  well  worthy  of  preservation,  in  the 
neat  form  in  which  these  volumes  are  sent  out.  Some  of  the  clini- 
cal and  surgical  reports  are  of  great  value.  The  Committee  of  Pub- 
lication of  the  last  vol.  of  Transactions  was  composed  of  Drs.  Z.  T. 
Miller,  R.  E.  Caruthers,  J.  F.  Cooper  and  T.  M.  Strong. 


DOCTOR  BEX  XETTS  ESSAYS,  containing  Ecce  Medicus, 
Xatrum  muriaticum,  Gold,  Causes  of  Cataract,  Curability  of 
Cataract,  Diseases  of  the  Veins,  Supersalinitij  of  the  Blood. 
Boericke  &  Tafel. 

The  author  is  a  very  pleasing  writer  and  Messrs.  Boericke  & 
Tafel  have  done  our  profession  in  America  a  good  service  in  pub- 
lishing these  excellent  essays.  As  a  fair  sampleof  Dr.  B.'s  style  we 
insert  from  his  lecture  on  Hahnemann,  the  description  of 

THE   BOY  HAHNEMANN.* 

44  Will  you  come  with  me  now  and  let  us  scrutinize  the  boy 
Samuel  Hahnemann?  But,  before  doing  so,  just  go  over  in  your 
minds  the  early  preparatory  history  of  any  of  the  heroes  of  our 
race,  and  you  will  almost  invariably  find  that  be/ore  the  real  life- 
work  began  there  had  been  a  trialful  preparation,  then  a  Sturm 
und  Drang-Pervade,  and  then  comes  the  working  out  of  the  indi- 
vidual redemption. 

Hahnemann  was  destined  to  meet  with  enormous  difficulties, 
to  encounter  unheard-of  opposition,  and  then  to  come  out  victor 
over  all.  So  he  was  not  born  of  rich  parents  nor  nursed  in  the  lap 
ol  luxury  ;  he  was  not  "swaddled,  rocked  and  dandled"*  into  hi* 

•Born  AprI  10,  lira. 

I  was  not  swaddled,  rocked,  and  dandled  Into  a  leghlator."-BuRK*. 
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life's  work.  Great  reformers  do  not  come  that  way.  Scions  of  no- 
ble houses  are  often  great  leaders  of  men,  but  not  because  they  are 
scions  of  noble,  houses,  but  because  they  still  retain  the  pith  and 
marrow  of  the  original  founders  of  their  families. 

Hahnemann  was,  however,  not  the  offspring  of  vulgar  or  illit- 
erate parents.  .  His  parents  were  indeed  poor,  but  they  were  never- 
theless people  of  taste  and  refinement — notably  his  father,  who  was 
a  painter  on  porcelain  in  Saxony  ;  for  poverty,  happily,  neither  ex- 
cludes genius  nor  culture. 

We  should  expect  the  son  of  an  artist  to  become  a  man  of  re- 
finement and  taste.  Such  was  Hahnemann.  He  was  of  small 
stature  and  of  a  delicate  constitution  ;  not  a  man  of  muscle,  but  of 
iron  will  and  indomitable  perserverence.  Yet  he  must  have  been 
well  knit,  for  he  lasted  nearly  ninety  years. 

You  know  the  old  saw— u  she  who  rocks  the  cradle  rules  the 
world  and  hence  I  wish  I  could  draw  you  a  word  picture  of 
Hahnemann's  mother,  for  mothers  make  our  men.  But  the  ma- 
terial necessary  for  such  a  delineation  was  not  at  my  disposal  ;  yet 
perhaps  it  matters  little,  as  the  real  history  of  a  mother  is  wiitten 
by  the  lives  of  her  children. 

Of  Hahnemann's  father  we  know  sufficient  to  be  sure  that  he 
was  no  ordinary  man,  inasmuch  as  he  taught  the  young:  Samuel  to 
think  for  himself — for  which  purpose  he  is  said  to  have  shut  him  up 
alone,  and  given  a  theme  to  think  ovjt. 

How  many  fathers  show  such  a  knowledge  of  what  true  educa- 
tion means  in  its  etymological  sense,  viz.,  a  leading  or  drawing  out? 

Without  these  lessons  in  thinking,  young  Hahnemann  would 
never  have  studied  medicine  ;  for  he  did  so  in  the  teeth  of  parental 
opposition,  and  without  theni  he  would  never  have  discovered  sci- 
entific hoinieopathy." 


J)  ID  DIE,  DUMPS  AND  DOT:  Or.  Plantation  Child  life,  by 
Louise  Clark- Pyrnelle;  Harper  &  Brothers;  Illustrated;  sq.  16 
mo.  $1.00. 

One  would  suppose  from  the  title  that  this  is  simply  a  book 
for  children  ;  but  there  is  a  remarkable  faculty  about  it  that  readily 
adapts  itself  to  all  ages.  One  is  convulsed  with  laughter  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  at  the  scrapes  the  children  get  into,  and  the  stories, 
sermons,  games  and  doings  of  the  darkies.  Old  Aunt  Nancy,  the 
M  tender  n  of  the  M  quarter  "  children,  is  remarkably  well  drawn  ; 
and  we  can  see  her  dosing  the  poor  little  nigs  with  "  fermifuge  " 
every  morning,  and  "after  that  was  through  with,  she  would  begin 
again  at  the  head  of  the  line,  and,  making  each  child  open  its 
mouth  to  its  fullest  extent,  she  would  examine  each  throat  closely, 
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and  if  any  of  them  had  their  palates  down,  she  would  catch  up  a 
little  clump  of  hair  right  on  top  of  their  heads  and  wrap  it  around 
as  tightly  as  she  could  with  a  string,  and  then,  catching  hold  of 
this  top-knot,  she  would  pull  with  all  her  might  to  bring  up  the  pal- 
ate. The  unlucky  little  nig  in  the  meanwhile  kept  up  the  most  un- 
earthly yells,  for  so-great  was  the  depravity  among  them  that  they 
had  rather  have  their  palates  down  than  up." 


BRIGHT  DA  YS  IN  THE  OLD  PL  ANT  A  TION  TIME,  by  Mary 
Rose  Banks  ;  Lee  &  Shepherd,  Boston ;  12  mo.  $1.50. 

Upon  reading  this  book  one  cannot  tell  where  the  greatest 
charm  is  :  whether  in  the  portrayal  of  negro  character  or  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  author  writes.  There  is  always  delight  in  perus- 
ing a  reminiscence  ;  but  when  a  grandmother  tells  of  her  childhood 
days  the  pleasure  is  indescribable.  We  have  been  so  accustomed  to 
the  depiction  of  the  dark  side  of  slavery,  that  it  is  a  most  welcome 
relief  to  have  the  "  Bright  Days  "  thus  forcibly  brought  to  view. 
Besides  being  beautifully  and  appropriately  bound,  it  is  printed  on 
thick,  tinted  paper,  and  profusely  illustrated  by  J.  R.  Moser,  one  of 


JOURNAL  OF  CUTANEOUS  AND  VENEREAL  DISEASES ; 
New  York  ;  Win.  Wood  &  Co. 

This  is  a  monthly  publication  commencing  October,  1882,  ed- 
ited by  Henry  Gr.  Piffard,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  and  Prince  A.  Morrow,  A. 
B.,  M.  D.,  issued  at  $2.50  a  year.  It  is  abundantly  illustrated  and 
will  be  found  to  be  well  worth  the  price  by  any  physician  who 
treats  these  classes  of  disease. 


TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  HOMOEOPATHIC  SOCIETY  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  for  the  year  1882.  Vol.  17 :  (No.  7  N.  S.) 
Havana,  N.  Y.;  L.  E.  Keyser  &  Co. 

This  is  a  very  finely  printed  octavo  volume,  paper  covered,  of  277 
pp.,  containing  a  large  number  of  scientific  reports  and  papers  of  great 
interest  and  political  value.  A  very  good  article  on  Baptisia  tinctoria 
we  transfer  to  our  pages. 

PLAIN  TALKS  ON  A  VOIDED  SUBJECTS,  by  Henry  N.  Guernsey 
M.  D.,  Philadelphia;  F.  A.  Davis,  AtVy,  Publisher;  1882. 

Prof.  Guernsey  deserves  special  credit  for  this  little  work.  It  is  on- 
ly a  wise  physician,  in  love  with  all  that  is  excellent  and  pure,  that  is 
capable  of  penning  such  a  treatise.  Its  circulation  will  do  good  and  we 
trust  that  it  will  be  in  great  demand. 
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THE  P  HARM  A  COP  (EI A  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMER- 
ICA; Sixth  Decennial  Rewxion;  by  authority  of the  National  Con- 
vention for  revising  the  Pharmacopaia  held  at  Washingtou,  A.  D., 
1860;  New  York;  William  Wood  <£•  Co.;  1882. 


The  largest  and  probably  the  best  Pharmacopeia  that  has  been  is- 
sued. We  are  glad  to  see  among  the  articles  added  Arnica  radix,  Calen- 
dula, Chinoidin,  Eucalyptus,  Grindelia,  Guarana,  Haraamelis,  Menisper- 
mum,  Pulsatilla,  Staphisagria,  Sunibul,  Thuja,  Viburnum,  Viola  t.  Tinc- 
tures of  Arnica,  Bryonia,  Calendula,  Cimicifuga,  Croci,  Gelsemium, 
Hydrastis,  Ignatia,  Fhysostigmatis  Sumbul.  Tinctures  of  fresh  herbs  and 
Triturations  with  Sugar  of  Milk  are  added  as  regular  pharmaceutical 
processes.  The  next  edition  will  no  doubt  add  dilutions. 

This  is  the  best  printed  book  that  has  come  to  our  table  of  late. 


ON  ASTHMA:  ITS  PATHOLOGY  AND  TREATMENT;  by 
Henry  Hyde  Salter,  M.  D..  F.  R.  S.,  New  York:  William 
Wood  it  Co.;  im. 

This  edition  contains  all  the  alterations  which  were  made  by  the 
author  in  the  last  English  edition.  The  tabulated  cases  of  first 
edition  were  forty-four,  here  we  have  two  hundred  and  twentv- 
three.  Many  additions  are  made  in  the  therapeutical  portion  of  the 
work  which  add  considerably  to  its  practical  value. 


RHEUMATIC  GOUT,  and  some  Allied  Disorders,  by  Morris 
Ijonystreth,  M.  D.,New  York;  William  Wood  &  Co.;  1882. 

The  first  page  we  open  to  gives  us  a  specimen  of  really  good 
writing.    It  is  a  simple  definition  of  the  disease: 

"Rheumatism  is  a  constitutional  disease,  attended  by  febrile 
disturbance,  and  with  inflammation  of  structures  in  and  around  the 
joint,  and  often  of  other  organs  of  the  body,  especially  of  the  con- 
nective tissue  group.  The  disease  is  not  infectious.  The  inflamma- 
tion does  not  lead  to  deposit  of  urate  of  soda,  does  not  lead  to  sup- 
puration, erratic  or  shitting  in  character;  by  many  is  regarded  as 
specific  or  peculiar,  but  its  peculiarity  is  evinced  only  by  so  violent 
an  action  leaving  so  little  trace  behind  it. 

Further  examination  confirms  the  first  favorable  impression. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  RECTUM:  by  William  Allingham,  M.D. 
Philadelphia;  P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.,  18S2.  108 pp}  75 cents; 
paper  cover.    Cloth,  $1.25. 

Dr.  AllinghanVs  work  includes  Fistula,  hemorrhoids,  painful 
ulcer,  stricture,  prolapsus,  polypus,  pruritus,  fissure,  cancer,  villous 
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tumor,  neuralgia,  etc.  Three  editions  have  been  exhausted  and  it 
has  been  translated  into  the  French,  Italian,  Spanish  and  Russian 
languages.    A  good  index  is  now  added  which  is  a  great  advantage. 

This  is  the  filth  volume  of  Mess.  P.  Blakiston,  Son  <t*  Co's  oc- 
tavo series.  Using  new  brevier  type  for  the  body  of  the  work,  and 
still  smaller  type  lor  reports  of  cases  treated,  a  clear  easily  read  page 
is  presented,  and  the  168  pp.  contains  as  much  matter  as  ordinary 
octavo  volumes  of  twice  the  size. 


A  HANDBOOK  OF  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART  and 
their  homuopathic  treatment,  by  W.  P.  Armstrong  M.  U.;  Chi- 
cago, Duncan  Bros.;  1H82. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  are  much  better  understood  than  formerly, 
and  the  treatment  with  homoeopathic  medicines  has  had  a  measure  of 
success,  yet  tbe  profession  is  far  from  being  satisfied  with  present 
knowledge,  and  the  result  of  remedial  measures,  and  welcomes  every 
assistance.  The  present  work  originated  in  a  course  of  lectures 
upon  diseases  of*  the  heart,  and  evinces  careful  study  and  research. 
AVe  commend  it  to  our  readers  as  well  worthy  of  their  attention. 


THE  DISEASES  OF  WOMEN;  their  Pathohgy,  Diagnosis  ami 
Treatment,  including  the  diagnosis  of  pregnancy,  by  Grailu 
Hewitt %  M.  D.,  Land.,  F.  R.  V.  P.;  Philadelphia,  P.  Btaki- 
stou,  Son,  &  Co.,  Wn  Walnut  St.;  1SS'2.  Price  #7.50,  in  paper, 
and  $2 .'At  in  cloth. 

This  is  an  age  of  cheap  and  good  medical  literature.  We  have 
here  u  standard  work,  of  undoubted  merit,  751  pp.  in  paper  covers, 
at  $1.50,  and  bound  volumes  at  $2.50.  It  conies  in  the  "New  Octa- 
vo Series,''  of  Mess.  P.  Blakiston,  Son,  &  Co.,  the  worthy  successors 
of  Messrs  Lindsay  &  Blakiston.  The  present  edition  is  published 
from  advance  sheets  purchased  of  the  English  publishers, 

The  former  editions  received  a  good  deal  of  favor.  The  present 
is  mainly  a  new  work,  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty  illustra- 
tions, a  majority  of  which  are  original,  and  will  doubtless  meet  the 
large  sale  it  merits. 


HALF  HOURS  WITH  THE  LESSONS  OF  18S3.  Philadel- 
phia; Presbyterian  Board  of  Publication,  1334  Chestnut  St. 

Of  all  the  "  Helps  "  for  the  thorough  study  of  the  S.  S.  lessons 
we  have  examined,  this  appears  to  us  to  be  the  richest.  A  number 
of  eminent  ministers  have  united  in  its  preparation  and  the  result 
is  a  book  much  in  advance  of  any  preyious  publication  of  similar 
design.    A  model  piece  of  exposition  is  that  of  Dr.  A.  T.  Pierson, 
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formerly  of  Detroit,  upon  Acts  14:19-28  pp.  225-234.  A  slight 
misprint  on  p.  228  should  be  corrected  in  next  edition.  1.  Evan- 
gelization. 2.  Edification.  3.  Organization.  This  should  be  trans- 
posed so  so  as  to  read  :  1.  Evangelization.  2.  Organization.  3. 
Edification. 


OTIS  CLAPPd  SON'S  VISITING  LIST  d-  PRESCRIPTION 
RECORD  Boston  d?  Providence;  Otis  Clapp  &  Son.  69  pa- 
tients per  week.    Price  $1.50. 

This  has  a  special  advantage  in  being  perpetual,  and  having  a 
convenient  arrangement  for  prescriptions  day  by  day.  Size  6£x4xV 
4  inch.    Very  finely  printed  and  bound. 

THE  MEDICAL  RECORD  VISITING  LIST  and  Physicians' 
Diary  for  1882;  New  York,  William  Wood  &  Company.  30  pa- 
tients per  week  $1.25. 

This  is  very  compact  and  beautifully  printed  on  very  fine 
paper.    Size  6\  x  4  x  & 

THE  PHYSICIAN'S  VISITING  LIST  (Lindsay  &  BlakUton's)  for 
]  883—  32nd  year  of  its  publication  ;  Philadelphia  ;  P.  Blakiston,  Son 
d-  Co*,  1012  Walnut  St.   For  25  patients  weekly.  $1.00. 
An  old  favorite.  Equally  concise  and  compact.  0x4x^. 


THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  REVIEW  for  September  has  for  its 
leading  article  a  forcible  presentment,  by  Dorman  B.  Eaton,  of  the 
evils  produced  by  the  practice  of  levying  "political  assessments.'1 
Other  interesting  papers:  "Oaths  in  legal  proceedings'1,  by  Judge 
Edward  A.  Thomas.  Thompson  B.  Maury,  late  of  the  Signal 
Office.,  contributes  an  article  on  "Tornadoes  and  their  Causes". 
M  Architecture  in  America',  by  Clarence  Cook.  Augustus  G.  Cobb 
writes  of  Earth-Burial  and  Cremation,  and  J.  F.  Manning  furnishes 
an  article  entitled  "The  Geneva  Award  and  the  Ship-Owners." 


PRACTITIONERS'  GUIDE  IN  URINALYSIS;  by  Clifford  Mitchell, 
A.  B..M.D.,  author  of  "  Manual  of  Urinary  Analysis"  "  Clinical 
Significance  of  the  Urine,  etc.  \1  mo.,  205  pp.  Illustrated;  Chicago^ 
111.;  Gross  d-  Delbridge;  1882. 

The  object  sought  in  this  volume  of  200  pp.,  is  two  fold:  First,  to 
teach  any  one  who  has  had  little  or  no  experience  in  Practical  Chemis- 
try or  Microscopy,  the  use  of  chemicals  and  the  microscope;  and  second, 
to  give  information  in  regard  to  the  clinical  significance  of  urine,  fur- 
ther than  can  be  ascertained  in  any  other  small  and  comparatively  in- 
expensive work.  The  book  consists  of  an  Introduction,  Part  I,  Part  II 
and  an  Appendix.  The  Introduction  of  about  25  pp.,  is  devoted  to  a 
description  of  chemical  apparatus,  reagents,  nomenclature  and  pro- 
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cesses,  together  with  an  explanation  of  the  microscope,  its  workings, 
reagents  in  urinalysis,  and  the  like;  a  full  and  clear  description  of  test- 
tubes,  tent-glasses,  pipettes,  filters,  \a  given  (with  cuts)  and  how  to  use 
them;  a  list  of  chemical  reagents,  how  to  prepare  them  and  how  to  keep 
them;  followed  by  a  few  pages  of  explanation  of  chemical  terms,  such 
as  Alkali,  Acid,  Salts,  Precipitate,  etc.,  when  the  author  has  made  use 
of  his  experience  as  a  teacher  to  put  the  definitions  in  such  a  way  as  to 
remove  the  usual  obscurity  attendant  upon  these  phrases. 

In  the  description  of  the  microscope,  the  terms  objective  eye-glass' 
slide  cell,  magnifying  pozoer,  etc.,  are  explained,  and  the  things  neces 
sary  for  microscopical  examination  of  urinary  deposits  enumerated,  to~ 
get  her  with  three  pages  from  Carpenter  on  "How  to  take  care  of  the 
microscope."  Micro-chemical  reagents,  relating  to  urinary  analysis,  are 
described,  and  the  few  metric  system  terms  used  thoroughly  explained. 

Part  1  is  about  fifty  pages  in  length  and  gives  the  methods  for  mak- 
ing a  complete  examination  of  the  urine,  chemical  and  microscopical;: 
how  to  estimate  the  total  quantity  in  twenty-four  hours,  to  observe  the 
color,  appearance  and  odor  to  take  the  reaction  and  specific  gravity,  to 
test  for  and  estimate  albumen,  blood-extractives,  sugar,  albumen  and 
mgar,  when  together,  bile,  and  how  to  recognize  the  contents  of  deposits, 
namely,  urates,  uric  arid,  oxalate  of  lime,  phosphates,  fat,  blood,  pus,  mu- 
cus, epithelia,  tube  casts,  spermatozoa,  fungi :  next  how  to  test  for  and 
estimate  the  chief  normal  constituents,  as  urea,  sodium  chloride,  sulphates 
phosphates,  urates,  coloring  matters,  mtums,  creatinin,  and  hippuric  acid  ; 
lastly  how  to  recognize  urinary  calculi.  Illustrations  are  plentiful  in 
these  fifty  pages,  showing  among  other  things  the  urinometer  in  situ  in 
the  cylinder,  the  microscopical  appearances  of  urates,  uric  acid,  oxalate 
of  lime,  oxalurate  of  lime,  phosphate  of  lime,  triple  phosphates,  mixed 
phosphates,  pus  corpuscles,  blood  corpuscles,  kidney  epithelium,  ureter 
epithelium,  bladder  epithelium,  urethral  and  vaginal  epithelium,  fibrin 
cylinders,  granular  casts,  myaline  casts,  umxy  casts,  epithelial  casts,  uric 
acid  casts,  blood  casts,  oil  casts,  mucus  casts,  spermatozoa,  yeast  fungi,, 
penicilium  glatt/fiim,  sarcina,  echinococcns  tryst,  bacteria  and  vibriones. 

The  novel  and  original  feature  of  Part  1  is  a  series  of  "  Clinical- 
Summaries"  scattered  through  it;  for  instance  at  the  end  of  the  de- 
scription of  how  to  ascertain  the  quantity,  reaction,  specific  gravity., 
etc.,  a 14  Clinical  Summary  "  is  given  as  follows: 

QUANTITY  IN  T WENT Y-FOU K  HOURS. 

Possible  normal  range  809  to  2000  cubic  centimetres  (V{  to  4  pints, 
nearly,);  usual  normal  range  1200  to  J400  cubic  centimetres  (2}4  to  %% 
pints*  nearly);  large  persistent  increase  (over  to  2000  cubic  centimetres) 
suspect  (i)  diabetes,  (ii)  certain  forms  of  Bright's  disease;  temporary  in- 
crease after  (i)  hysterical  paroxsysms;  (ii)  other  convulsive  attacks;  de- 
creased quantity  in  (i)  height  of  all  acute  febrile  disorders;  (ii)  certain, 
stages  of  Bright's  disease  and  dropsy;  (iii)  cirrhosis  of  the  liver. 

This  condensed  statement  is  kept  up  in  regard  to  color,  odor,  aspect,, 
reaction,  sjiecific  gravity  and  solids;  next  after  it  has  been  told  how  to 
detect  and  estimate  the  abnormal  constituents.  A  "Clinical  Sum- 
mary "  in  regard  to  them  is  given,  for  example: 

"  A  pale,  dilute  urine  abundantly  albuminous  is  more  indicative  of 
Bright's  disease  than  a  dense,  high-colored  urine  with  less  albumen;  the- 
latter  is  more  apt  to  be  indicative  of  pyrexia  or  some  impediment  in  the- 
circulation.  In  cases  of  suspected  Bright's  disease  observe  (i)  quantity 
of  urine  in  twenty-tour  hours,  (ii)  albumen,  (iii)  tube  casts,  epithelia, 
etc.,  in  the  deposit,  using  the  microscope." 
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Similar  condensed  statements  are  made  concerning  the  clinical  sig- 
nificance of  sugar,  bile,  and  the  contents  of  sediments,  as  pus,  blood  casts 
and  the  like;  thus  under  the  "  Clinical  Summary  "  of  organized  depos- 
its (p.  72)  we  find: 

"A  plentiful  amount  of  albumen  with  numerous  casts,  and  renal 
epithelia  or  fatty  cells,  strongly  indicate  Bright's  disease.  If  the  casts 
are  granular  or  hyaline,  a  grave  disease  of  the  substance  of  the  kidney 
likely  to  assume,  a  chronic  course  is  indicated;  if  hyaline  casts  are 
present,  accompanied  by  the  oily  variety  of  granular  casts  the  progno- 
sis is  unfavorable." 

The  object  of  the  fifty  pages  of  part  first  then,  is  to  enable  any  one' 
be  he  physician  or  student,  anxious  to  acquire  the  essentials  of  uri- 
nalysis, to  do  so  most  readily.  All  the  tests  given  are  such  as  can  be 
most  easily  comprehended,  the  methods  of  quantitative  estimation' 
simple  and  approximate,  and  the  Clinical  Summaries  contain  a  world 
of  ^formation  ingeniously  condensed  into  wonderfully  small  space. 
For  a  student  the  latter  are  simply  invaluable.  Any  one  dissatisfied 
with  the  condensation  of  part  1,  will  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  part 
2.  Here,  in  eighty-seven  pages,  is  an  essay  on  the  "Clinical  Significance 
of  Urine,"  written  from  the  results  of  the  author's  own  experiments 
and  observations,  and  those  of  Vogel,  Ralfe,  Wood,  Senator,  Meisser, 
Reichert,  Kirmisson,  Berner,  AVeiss,  Lailler,  Neisser,  Gautier,  Robin, 
Southey,  Kirk,  Hassall,  King,  Bechamp.  Masterman,  Ilarley,  Parrot  and 
Robin,  Thudicum,  Rosenberg,  Beale,  Yvon,  Bamberger,  Cazeneuve, 
Bence  Jones,  Heller,  Baumann,Seeman,  Brattler,  Haxthausen,  Coignard, 
Peabody,  Smith,  Bouchut,  Emerson,  Bradley,  Silk,  Israel,  Zeissl,  Kocher, 
Sir  Henry  Thompson,  Hardy,  Frerichs,  Draper,  Anstie,  Fuerbringer, 
Bonchardat,  Rossman,  Cushing  and  a  host  of  others.  To  write  this  sec- 
tion of  the  book,  English,  French,  German  and  Italian  journals  were 
most  thoroughly  ransacked,  and  all  the  latest  discoveries  and  investi- 
gations in  urinary  pathology,  many  of  which  have  never  before  ap- 
peared in  the  English  language,  incorporated. 

Senator's  new  monograph  was  consulted  and  partly  translated  on 

Albuminuria,  Rossman  on  Fat,  Bouchardt  on  Sediments  in  relation  to 
Embolus,  Robin  in  Blue  Urine,  Frerichs  on  Albumen  and  Sugar  together, 
Lecorchi  and  Ayr  on  Diabetes  Mellitus,  Cazeneuve  on  Phosphorus 
Poisoning,  Rosenberg  on  Addison's  Disease,  Coignard  on  Uric  Acid  in 
Slight  Ailments,  Sir  Henry  Thompson  on  Albumen  and  Pus,  are  exam- 
ples of  extracts  from  foreign  journals;  and  lastly  Prof.  E.  H.  Wood's 
valuable  paper  on  the  "Quantity  of  Urine  in  Bright's  Disease,"  has  been 
inserted  nearly  entire.  The  author  also  acknowledges  much  aid  from 
the  talented  English  writer,  Ralfe,  whose  clear  brain  had  done  so  much 
towards  interpretation  of  obscure  points  in  urinary  pathology  inciden- 
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tally  in  part  2.  Yvon's  process  for  the  estimation  of  Urea,  Cook's  new 
process  for  uric  acid  and  Rouvier's  method  for  collecting  spermatozoa 
are  given.  Tables  and  classifications  abound  as  aids  to  diagnosis  and  a 
very  instructive  section  in  Bright's  disease  and  Tube  Casts  is  given. 
The  attention  of  the  profession  is  particularly  directed  to  the  section 
on  oxalate  of  lime  with  Knife's  valuable  observations  quoted.  Among 
other  things,  the  author  gives  from  his  own  experience  the  daily  varia- 
tions in  the  quantity  of  normal  urine  for  sixty-eight  days  together,  with 
the  quantity  at  different  times  in  the  day  for  twenty-eight  days,  valuable 
as  a  reference  for  that  numerous  class  of  patients  who  are  constantly 
imagining  that  they  pass  too  much  or  too  little  urine.  The  effect  on 
the  urine  of  poisoning  from  some  thirty  or  forty  different  substances 
externally  or  internally,  is  noted  particularly  that  of  carbolic  acid, 
phosphorus  and  lead. 

With  a  view  not  to  encumber  the  book  with  a  mass  of  facts  con- 
cerning constituents  rarely  seen,  the  author  has  arranged  an  appendix 
wherein  such  substances  as  xanthine,  peptone,  cystin,  leucin,  tyrosin  and 
the  like  are  discussed.  Incidental  mention  of  the  occurrence  of  leucin 
and  tyrosin  in  nineteen  diseases,  not  acute  yellow  atrophy  or  exanthemata, 
is  made.  A  complete  account  of  how  to  analyze  calculi  is  given  in  the  ap- 
pendix, together  with  numerous  facts  of  interest  and  several  micro- 
chemical  summaries.  A  criticism  of  the  appendix  might  be  made  to 
the  effect  that  one  of  the  most  important  and  valuable  sections  of  the 
the  book  is  hidden  there,  namely,  "  What  to  look  for  in  the  urine  of  dis- 
ease." in  this  chapter  the  physician  is  told  just  what  constituents  to 
test  for  or  estimate  in  a  large  list  of  diseases,  notably  icterus,  acute  yel- 
low atrophy,  acute  articular  rheumatism,  diabetes  mellitus  and  skin 
diseases.  For  instance  in  diabetes  mellitus  we  are  warned  to  look  for 
albumen!  which  appears  in  considerable  quantity  in  the  later  stages. 

The  book  closes  with  an  account  of  the  use  of  *•  dry  "  tests  for  albu- 
men and  sugar;  the  reagents  are  prepared  in  the  shape  of  crystals  or 
pellets  and  can  be  carried  in  vials  and  dropped  into  the  urine,  avoiding 
entirely  the  disagreeable  features  of  nitric  acid  and  heat  in  the  case  of 
albumen,  and  the  deterioration  and  unreliability  of  Fehling's  solution 
in  case  of  sugar. 

We  cordially  recommend  this  excellent  work  to  all  our  practition- 
ers. The  publishers  have  done  their  part  well;  paper  and  binding  are 
good;  but  the  proof  reader  has  sadly  blundered  in  passing  albumin 
for  albumen.  This,  however,  is  the  only  typographical  error  we  notice 
on  first  examination. 
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Forests  and  Climate  (Medical  Gazette). — Dr.  Schomburgh,  * 
the  Director  of  the  Botanical  Gardens  of  Adelaide,  Australia,  has 
written  a  recent  pamphlet  on  the  influence  of  trees  upon  climate. 
Contrary  to  the  opinions  now  beginning  to  be  accepted  by  scientific 
men,  the  object  of  the  paper  is  to  prove  that  the  destruction  of 
forests  usually  has  the  effect  of  reducing  the  rainfall,  while,  on 
the  contrary,  the  planting  of  trees  broadcast  over  a  country  is 
one  of  the  be6t  methods  which  can  be  adopted  for  ameliorating 
its  climate  and  increasing  the  annual  fall  of  rain.  Ploughed  land 
attracts  moisture  to  a  much  greater  degree  than  the  unbroken 
soil.  In  considering  the  effect  which  the  removal  of  forests  has 
had  in  altering  the  climate  in  South  Australia,  the  only  direct 
test  that  could  be  taken  from  the  records  issued'by  the  Govern- 
ment astronomer  is  the  experience  of  the  neighborhood  of  Ade- 
laide. If  the  time  is  divided  which  has  elapsed  since  1839,  the 
year  in  which  observations  commenced,  into  two  periods,  there 
is  found  for  the  first  an  average  rainfall  of  22.8  inches,  and  for 
the  seeond  one  of  21.7  inches.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  on  the 
whole,  the  rainfall  at  Adelaide  is  diminishing,  though  very 
slightly,  and  perhaps  the  diminution  in  the  amount  of  timber 
may  have  something  to  do  with  the  change.  Dr.  Schomburgh, 
in  searching  for  illustrations  of  the  effect  of  trees  on  climate,  goes 
further  afield,  and  brings  forward  some  instances  in  which  he 
claims  that  loss  of  forests  means  loss  of  rainfall,  and  vice  versa. 
He  recalls  how  the  Russians,  by  burning  down  some  of  the 
Traus-Caucassian  forests  at  the  time  of  their  struggle  with  the 
Circassians,  converted  the  country  from  a  fertile  land  into  a  des- 
ert, simply  through  the  cutting  off"  of  the  supply  of  rain.  Similar 
instances  of  rain  having  deserted  a  country  denuded  of  forests 
have  occurred  in  the  Mauritius,  in  Jamaica,  the  Azores,  and  it 
may  also  be  added  to  a  still  more  remarkable  extent  in  several  of 
the  smaller  West  India  Islands.  No  sooner  had  the  forests  of 
these  places  been  destroyed  than  the  springs  and  rivulets  began 
to  cease  to  flow,  the  rainfall  become  irregular,  and  even  the  de- 
position of  dew  was  almost  entirely  checked.  On  the  ot^er  hand 
it  is  accepted  that  Meheraet  Ali  increased  the  fertility  of  Egypt 
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enormously  by  planting  trees.  He  alone  planted  some  20,000,- 
000  on  the  Delta,  his  successors  followed  up  the  work,  and  the 
rainfall  rose  from  6  inches  to  40  inches.  Planting  has  also,  says 
Dr.  Sehombnrgh,  produced  remarkable  effects  in  France  and 
Algiers.  Extensive  regions  have  been  planted  with  gums  and 
other  trees,  which,  for  the  most  part,  grew  to  about  thirty  feet 
or  forty  feet  in  height,  and  it  is  noticed  that  the  quantities  of 
rain  and  dew  which  now  fall  on  the  adjacent  land  are  double 
what  they  formerly  were. 

Health  of  Criminal  Women  (Boston  Medical  and  Surg- 
ical Journal). — Dr.  E.  M.  Mosher,  in  an  article  upon  this  subject 
comes  to  the  following  conclusions : 

first. — Intemperance  and  unchastity  are  the  two  vices 
which  till  our  penal  institutions  with  women. 

Second. — The  influence  of  these  vices  is  detrimental  to 
health  of  body,  increasing  its  susceptibility  to  disease,  and  lessen- 
ing its  recuperative  power. 

2/iircL — The  diseases  which  follow  as  a  direct  result  of  these 
vices  as  syphilis,  alcoholism,  dyspepsia,  rheumatism,  and  general 
anemia. 

Fourth. — Morbid  conditions  of  body  react  upon  the  moral 
nature,  increasing  and  perpetuating  the  tendency  to  criminality  ; 
hence  the  importance  of  careful  medical  supervision  as  a  reform- 
atory measure. 

Fifth. — More  ample  provisions  should  be  made  in  all  large 
cities  for  the  isolation  and  thorongh  treatment  of  venereal  pa- 
tients of  both  sexes,  either  by  the  addition  of  special  wards  to  the 
general  hospitals  or  by  the  establishment  of  hospitals  for  this 
class. 

Sixth—  The  women  who  commit  high  crimes,  that  is,  lar- 
ceny, burglary,  arsou,  manslaughter,  etc,  possess  a  more  sensi- 
tive nervous  organization  than  those  who  commit  only  offenses 
against  chastity  and  public  order. 

Arctium  Lappa  in  Psoriasis  Inveterata  (SytiM's  Fphem- 
eris). — Dr.  Reiter  gives  an  account  of  a  cure  in  his  own  case  of 
chronic  hereditary  psoriasis  by  the  use  of  tincture  of  Burdock 
(Lappa  major)  seed.  The  maximum  dose  used  was  dramus  iv.  t. 
i.  d.,  to  be  kept  up  for  four  months  if  necessary.  The  doctor 
had  suffered  from  the  disease  for  many  years. 
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DR.  THOMAS  ON  THE  LIMITATION  OF  THE  HOMEO- 
PATHIC LAW.* 

,  M  I  cannot  believe  that,  in  the  face  of  the  agonies  arising  from 
the  passage  of  a  gall  stone,  he  would  4  compare  the  symptoms  ' 
with  those  of  any  drug  ;  but  he  would,  1  am  sure,  procure  that  re- 
lief from  sensation  which,  while  the  calculus  is  passing,  must  needs 
be  painful,  that  an  anaesthetic  or  an  opiate  alone  can  give. — (Dr. 
Pope's  letter,  p.  468,  Homoeopathic  World,  October  2,  1882.) 


Dear  Sir: — Observing  the  above  in  your  late  issue,  I  am 
tempted  to  write  a  short  memorandum  on  this  subject.  In  en- 
deavoring to  relieve  the  pain  produced  by  the  passing  of  a  gall 
stone,  our  power  to  help  must  in  great  measure  depend  upon  the  size 
and  density  of  the  gall  stone.  It  may  be  as  large  as  a  walnut  and  as 
hard  as  limestone,  or  of  moderate  size  and  pulverulent.  In  the 
former  case  we  have  a  most  serious,  and  probably  fatal,  difficulty  ; 
in  the  latter  we  have  a  condition  in  which  a  knowledge  of  several 
medicines  may  enable  us  to  give  quick  relief  without  anaesthetics,  . 
and  a  condition  which,  treated  wisely,  may  be  prevented  recurring. 

Many  years  ago  an  article  appeared  in  the  Nortli  American 
Journal  of  Homoeopathy  giving  an  account  of  an  ignorant  and  un- 
qualified man  in  New  \ork,  who  made  a  large  fortune  by  treating 
people  afflicted  with  gall  stones.  His  remedies  were  Podophyllum 
and  olive  oil,  and,  his  success  being  greater  than  the  ordinary  an- 
aesthetic treatment,  he  got  not  only  fortune*,  but  kudos. 

I  can  at  this  present  moment  recall  two  instances  of  the  treat- 
ment of  gall  stones  by  small  doses  of  medicine — one  of  a  patient 
suffering  from  diseased  heart,  and  who  also  suffered  from  pains  and 
symptoms  indicating  passage  of  gall  stones.  Hydrastis  fluid  ex- 
tract, in  drop  doses,  relieved  the  gall  stones  quietly.  A  post'nvor- 
tem  showed  the  condi-ion  of  the  heart,  and  examining  the  gall  duct 
and  intestines  two  small  pulverulent  gall  stones  had  passed  the 
duct.    Liver  was  healthy. 

The  other  case,  a  lady  who  had  suffered  for  four  years  from 
gall  stones.  Her  complexion  was  jaundiced,  and  pain,  which  was 
agonising  (and  accompanied  with  sickness  and  the  other  symp- 
toms of  gall  stones),  lasting  fortv-eight  hours.,  spite  of  opium, 
chloroform,  and  all  other  anaesthetics  to  no  purpose.  But  Hydras- 
tis  Canadensis  fluid  extract  given  in  drop  doses,  within  five  minutes 
relieved  the  patient,  and  in  two  hours  she  was  free  from  pain.  Five 
years  have  elapsed  since  this  was  given,  and  she  has  never  suffered 
from  gall  stones  since. 

The  limit  of  the  application  of  the  homoeopathic  law  is  often 
in  our  ignorance  of  the  action  of  medicines  ;  but  surely  it  is  better 
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to  try  known  remedies  for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  pain  than  to 
lose  heart  and  head,  and  at  once  rush  to  anaesthetic  treatment. 

Yours,  etc., 

Henry  Thomas,  M.  D. 

Llandudno,  Octobei-  20,  188?. 


Convallarine  {Lancet.) — Prof.  Germain  See  has  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  a  new  substance  which 
promises  to  be  of  great  therapeutic  value.  It  is  au  alkaloid  extract- 
ed from  the  Comallaria  majalis,  or  the  lily  of  the  valley.  This 
new  alkaloid  has  been  discovered  by  Dr.  Hardy,  chemist,  who  also 
discovered  the  alkaloid  from  jaborandi,  to  which  he  gave  the  name 
"pilocarpine."  Convallarine,  the  name  of  the  new  substance,  has 
been  experimented  with  by  Prof.  See,  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  in  con- 
junction with  Dr.  Hardy,  of  which  hospital  the  latter  is  the  chef  du 
laboratoire.  Its  therapeutic  action  is  comparndto  that  of  digitalis, 
for  which  it  may  be  with  advantage  substituted,  as  it  has  none  of 
the  inconveniences  attributed  to  digitalis.  Dr.  Hardy  was  led  to 
make  researches  with  this  plant  from  the  fact  of  its  being  generally 
used  by  the  peasants  in  Russia,  who  employ  the  herb  in  dropsies, 
and  in  all  cases  requiring  decreased  diuresis.  According  to  Prof. 
See  the  convallarine  is  a  powerful  diuretic,  ami  it  has  a  marked 
influence  on  the  contraction  of  the  heart,  which  it  regulates,  while 
it  lowers  the  pulse  in  a  remarkable  manner. 

Errata. — Page  464  for  Doctor  Bennett  read  Doctor  Burnett. 

Page  457  9th  line,  for  such  read  all. 

18th  line,  omit  "  each  of." 

23rd  line,  add  "  the  "  before  sclerodermatous. 

28th  line,  read  M  reform  has  been  not.*1 

29th  line,  add  "  the  "  before  refusal. 

39th  line,  read  "  moral  reform." 

Page  458  20th  line,  read  M punctum" 

27th  line,  omit  u  he  would." 

29th  line,  read  11  dropped  "  instead  of  u  fallen." 

36th  line,  read  u  our  entrances." 
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MALTINE  IN  NERVOUS  DISEASES,  ETC. 


BY  J.  K.  BAUDY,  M.  D.,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO.. 

PROFESSOR  OF  NERVOUS  DISEASES  AND  CLINICAL  MEDICINE,  MISSOURI 

MEDICAL   COLLEGE.*  * 

My  very  successful  experience  with  maltine  makes  me  feel  it  a 
duty  to  the  profession  to  point  out  some  of  the  principal  features 
of  merit  this  very  valuable  preparation  possesses.  Prof.  Ogden 
Doremus,  of  New  York,  claims  that  maltine  14  is  nutritive  to  every 
tissue  of  the  body,  from  bone  to  brain."'  The  opinion  of  this  very  dis- 
tinguished chemical  observer  seems  well  based  in  fact,  when  we 
consider  the  composition  of  maltine.  containing,  as  it  does,  in  a 
most  concentrated  form,  .the  most  valuable  and  nutritive  constitu- 
ents of  malted  wheat,  oats  and  barley.  It  therefore  contains  three 
most  nutritive  and  digestive  agents,  rich  as  they  are  in  phosphates, 
diastase  and  albuminoids.  Hence  at  a  glance,  it  is  apparent  that 
for  constructive  metamorphosis  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system  at 
large,  this  preparation  must  prove  most  efficacious.  The  large 
proportion  of  brain  and  bone  producing  food  it  contains,  therefore, 
makes  it  of  incalcuable  benefit  in  many  forms  of  wasting  and  as- 
thenic disease.  The  large  proportion  of  diastase  and  other  al- 
buminoids present  in  its  composition,  give  it  both  digestive  and 
nutritive  value.  Its  digestive  properties,  in  fact,  enhance  its 
nutritive  or  tissue  forming  capacity. 

The  nutritive  constituents  in  these  cereals  vary  respectively. 
The  well  ascertained  fact  that  oats  and  wheat  are  preponderate  in 
nitrogenized  principles,  is  a  substantial  advantage  possessed  by  a 
preparation  of  this  character,  and  naturally  very  greatly  elevates  it 
in  value  over  oleaginous  articles  rich  in  the  hydrocarbons  exclu- 
sively. Therapeutically,  maltine  thus  has  a  much  larger  range  as 
an  analeptic  measure,  and  supplies  a  want  long  experienced  by  the 
profession  in  the  treatment  of  wasting  and  neurasthenic  maladies. 
The  large  amount  of  the  phosphates,  albuminoid  and  other  nutri- 
tive elements  in  a  preparation  not  unpalatable,  and  which  keeps 
perfectly  in  all  climates,  is  an  advance  in  nutritive  preparations  not 
too  highly  to  be  appreciated  by  the  medical  profession.  Then, 
again,  as  Prof.  Atttield  observes,  another  advantage  of  no  mean 
value  is,  that  it  M  belongs  to  the  non-alcoholic  class,  and  as  far 
richer,  not  only  in  the  directly  nutritious  materials,  but  in  the  fa- 
rina digesting  diastase.  In  comparison  with  the  alcoholic  malt 
extracts,  maltine  is  about  ten  times  as  valuable  as  a  flesh  former  ; 
from  five  to  ten  times  as  valuable  as  a  heat  producer  ;  and  at  least 
five  times  as  valuable  as  a  starch  digesting  agent."    With  such 
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chemical  recommendations  we  can,  therefore,  no  longer  doubt  the 
genuine  merits  of  maltine.  It  occurs  here  to  us  to  add  that  its 
non-alcoholic  properties  give  it  a  signal  advantage  in  chronic  con- 
ditions of  debility,  as  thejprescribing  of  alcoholic  preparations  under 
such  circumstances  is  a  paactice  fraught  with  future  dangers  to  the 
patient,  for  which  the  medical  practitioner  is,  in  a  moral  point  of 
view,  directly  amenable  to  charges  of  criminal  carelessness,  as  our 
experience  fully  attests.  In  a  word,  in  all  diseases  of  general  de- 
bility, wasting  or  atrophic  affections,  and  in  nearly  all  varieties  of 
indigestion,  it  is  a  therapeutic  auxiliary,  the  most  valmible  we  have 
as  yet  encountered,  and  with  which  we  conscientiously  say  we  do 
not  tire,  being  daily  more  and  more  convinced  of  its  advantages. 
With  the  long  and  very  extensive  practical  experience  we  have  had 
of  its  value,  we  would  be  at  an  infinite  loss  to  replace  it  in  our 
daily  practice  that  now  our  confidence  in  ite  real  merits  has  been  so 
fully  established.  Such  being  a  lew  observations  upon  maltine 
considered  theoretically  in  connection  with  its  com  position,  or 
most  beneficial  constituents,  we  will  now  more  particularly  special- 
ize some  of  its  advantages  from  a  practical  and  clinical  standpoint, 
illustrative  of  the  efficacious  results  attained  by  employing  an 
agent  so  rich  in  diastase,  and  very  important  nutritive  elements. 
At  a  glance  it  will  be  observed  that  the  field  for  this  preparation  is 
in  cachetic  and  diathetic  conditions,  all  perversions  of  nutrition, 
difficult  assimilation,  disordered  digestion,  in  which  individual  or 
all  the  gastric  and  intestinal  functions  are  in  abeyance,  gastric  and 
intestinal  lesions,  pulmonary  affections,  diseases  of  debility,  general 
prostration,  wasting  maladies  and  all  depressed  or  neurasthenic 
conditions  of  the  nervous  system.  In  a  word,  in  the  treatment  of 
nervous  diseases,  maltine  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  therapeutic 
agents  at  our  command.  Such  being  the  immense  scope  for  its 
usefulness,  we  will  now  more  particularly  endeavor  to  individual- 
ize some  of  the  more  special  morbid  conditions  in  which  it  has  at- 
tained its  greatest  usefulness  in  our  hands. 

In  the  treatment  of  epilepsy  it  has  always  been  desirable  to 
possess  some  agent  to  give  in  combination  with  the  bromides,  in 
order  to  obviate  the  very  depressing  effects  and  tendency  to  the 
production  of  dyscr&sia,  that  the  latter  remedy  sooner  or  later  su- 
perinduces, when  its  administration  is  long  continued,  as  it  must 
needs  be,  in  the  treatment  of  that  implacable  affection.  I  have 
found  maltine  most  useful  in  this  connection,  especially  when  it  is 
given  with  iron  and  quinine  or  the  phosphates,  or  some  other  of 
the  other  various  tonics  with  which  the  preparations  of  maltine 
are  intimately  united.  It  has  the  effect  of  greatly  obviating  the 
unpleasantly  depressing  effects  of  the  bromide  salts.  In  all  the 
forms  of  dyspepsia,e8pecially  in. the  dyspeptic  complication  of  neuras- 
thenic diseases  which  are  so  common,  constituting  a  vicious  circle, 
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one  morbid  condition  reacting  upon  and  aggravating  the  other, 
maltine  is  invaluable,  especially  when  administered  in  combination 
with  pepsin  and  pancreatine — which  latter  preparation  contains 
six  grains  of  pepsin  and  pancreatine  to  the  table-spoonful. 

In  chorea,  hysteria,  and  many  allied  neurotic  conditions,  where 
cerebro-spinal  anaemia  is  one  of  the  principal  underlying  patholog- 
ical conditions,  I  know  of  no  remedy,  which,  as  an  auxiliary  method 
of  relief,  I  consider  more  urgently  indicated  when  combined  with 
the  classical  remedies  which  are  resorted  to  in  these  diseases.  As 
a  nutritive  tonic  I  use  it  exclusively  in  place  of  cod  liver  oil,  and 
alone  or  in  emulsion  with  the  latter,  I  deem  it  a  most  important 
and  useful  therapeutic  agent  iu  pulmonary  affections,  and,  as  I  have 
said  before,  in  neuralgia,  epileptiform  complications,  many  varie- 
ties of  paralysis,  chronic  and  other  neurotic  affecsions,  I  have  found 
in  a  most  important  adjunct  when  combined  with  the  standard  rem- 
edies usually  administered  in  such  cases.  In  many  perversions  of 
nutrition,  such  as  the  atonic  and  nervous  varieties  of  dyspepsia, 
maltine  has  a  most  happy  effect,  correcting  functional  gastric  dis- 
turbance, improving  digestion,  promoting  assimilation,  and  rapidly 
increasing  bodily  weight. 

In  neuralgia, when  "the  hungry  nerve  cries  out  for  food,"  there 
is  no  analeptic  preparation  that  equals  it,  especially  when  admin- 
istered witq  phosphites  or  hypophosphites.  Cod  liver  oil  is  hardly 
comparable,  because  there  are  so  few  stomachs  that  will  tolerate 
the  latter  remedy  for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  at  all  seasons. 
The  combinations  of  maltine  with  peptones  is  highly  desirable  in 
this  affection,  and  is  a  very  useful  preparation,  which  being  highly 
nitrogenized  and  rich  in  albuminoids,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  service 
when  administered  in  conjunction  with  quinine,  iron,  the  arsenical 
preparations,  and  other  remedies  which  constitute  the  armamenta- 
rium of  the  physician  in  neuralgic  diseases.  In  grave  and  hopeless 
cases  of  organic  nervous  lesions,  maltine  is  useful  by  aiding  nutri- 
tion and  promoting  the  functions  of  digestion  and  assimilation 
which  are  so  frequently  perverted.  In  such  cases  it  certainly  serves 
to  prolong  life.  Such  are  some  of  the  important  uses  of  this  remedy 
which  I  have  cursorily  reviewed.  Some  I  have,  doubtless,  overlook- 
ed, and  many  not  analyzed  in  a  sufficiently  exhaustive  manner. 

One  merit  posessed  by  maltine  is,  to  ray  mind,  one  of  the 
greatest  claims  corroborative  of  its  superiority  over  nearly  all  other 
analeptics,  namely:  that  when  administered  alone,  as  I  have  not 
seldom  witnessed,  it  will  exercise  in  not  a  few  instances  the  most 
happy  and  beneficial  effects.  There  are  very  few  cases  of  ehronic 
nervous  diseases,  or  conditions  of  depression  not,  in  any  way  allied 
to  the  neurotic  group,  in  which  I  do  not  prescribe  maltine,  and  ex- 
pect to  reach  results  no  longer  a  source  of  astonishment  to  me,  but 
which  are  daily  witnessed  in  my  practice  from  its  administration. 
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Barker.— *r.  C.  F.  Barker  leaves  Holliston,  Massachusetts  and 
comes  to  Michigan,  on  account  of  his  wife's  health.  A  physician 
worthy  of  all  contidence,  we  trust  he  will  find  a  paying  business,  and 
better  than  that,  his  wife's  restoration. 

Hart.— Our  worthy  colleague,  C.  P.  Hart,  M.  1).,  has  not  been  able 
to  write  for  us  of  late,  and  his  present  engagements  and  condition  of 
health  is  such  that  he  is  reluctantly  obliged  to  forego  all  literary  work. 
We  deeply  regret  this.  Dr.  H's  interest  in  the  Observer,  has  not  di- 
minished in  the  slightest,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  we  know  he  will 
resume  his  work  for  us. 

Lilienthal.— One  of  the  best  proofs  of  our  friend's  restoration  to 
health  and  strength  will  be  noticed  by  our  readers,  a  number  of  excel- 
lent translations  in  every  number  we  issue. 

Martin.— Dr.  J.  M.  Martin,  of  Macomb,  111.,  has  been  appointed 
county  physician  of  McDonough  county,  111. 

Porter.— Phil  Porter,  M.  D.,  having  recently  removed  for  enceph- 
aloma,  by  a  successful  operation,  the  uterus  and  ovaries,  is  brought  into 
more  prominence  as  a  surgeon.  The  doctor  commenced  studying  medi- 
cine in  our  office,  but  it  is  well  he  did  not  continue  with  us,  as  he  would 
not  have  received  any  special  advantage  in  surgery. 

Taylor.— On  account  of  Dr.  C.  P.  Harts'  other  engagements  this 
winter,  and  his  poor  health,  he  desires  to  be  relieved  of  charge  of  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine  department.  In  this  emergency  we  are  glad  to  have 
the  efficient  help  of  a  brilliant  and  acceptable  writer  //.  IV.  Taylor,  M. 
Z>n  with  whom  our  readers  are  well  acquainted.  He  will  be  assisted  by 
/.  N.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  of  Crawfordsville,  la.,  who  will  doubtless  contrib- 
ute largely  to  the  practical  value  of  this  Journal. 


Punctuality. — For  some  seventeen  years  we  had  a  journal  which 
was  issued  more  promptly  than  others,  and  it  is  quite  a  mortification  to 
us  that  we  are  now  so  tardy,  but  if  our  readers  will  bear  with  us  a  little 
longer,  we  trust  they  will  have  no  cause  for  complaint. 

 :  

Remittances.— Some  send  us  postal  orders  on  Detroit  instead  of 
Pontiac,  Mich.  Please  send  by  postoffice  money  order  on  Pontiac,  or 
American  Express  order,  Pontiac,  Mich. 
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RECENT  NOTES  MEDICAL  AND  SCIENTIFIC. 


CLIFFORD  MITCHELL,  M.  P.,  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  EDITOR. 


COPPER    AS  AX  ANTISEPTIC. 


The  researches  and  experiments  of  Burcq  reported  to  the 
French  Academy  of  Medicine  tend  to  show  that  copper  is  of  de- 
cided value  as  an  antiseptic  and  disinfectant.  His  conclusions  are 
ae  follows  : 

1.  Workers  in  copper  who  absorb  in  the  form  of  dust  notable 
quantities  of  this  metal  are,  as  a  rule,  protected  from  cholera. 

Such  workmen  enjoy  the  same  immunity  from  other  infectious- 
diseases,  notably  typhoid  fever. 

It  has  been  suggested,  in  consequence,  by  Marjolin.  that 
planks-used  for  building  ships,  etc.,  be  saturated  in  solutions  of 
copper  sulphate  before  employed  for  such  purposes.    Even  the 
clothing  of  the  sick  might  be  set  with  copper,  as  in  the  case  of 
awnings  of  carriages. 

The  affirmatives  of  Burcq  are  supported  by  certain  statistics. 
For  instance,  of  a  society  called  "  Bon  accord"  composed  of  turn- 
ers, engravers  and  workers  in  bronze,  from  the  date  of  its  estab- 
lishment in  1819,  not  one  member  has  died  of  cholera  or  typhoid 
fever,  although  these  diseases  have  at  times  raged  in  the  society 
buildings. 

MEANS   OF  ASCERTAINING   THE    PURITY  OF  SALICYLIC  ACID. 

Dissolve  in  the  test  tube  a  little  of  the  acid  in  the  least  possi- 
ble amount  of  pure  alcohol.  Place  the  solution  thus  obtained  on  a 
watch-crystal,  which  in  turn  is  placed  on  a  white  dish  or  any  white 
object.  In  a  few  moments  any  insoluble  impurities  may  be  seen 
on  the  lowest  part  of  the  watch-cry>tal.  Allow  the  alcohol  to 
evaporate  by  exposure  to  the  air  and  the  salicylic  acid  will  crystal- 
ize  on  the  crystal.  If  the  crystals  are  white,  radiating  from  the 
centre  of  the  glass  to  its  circumference,  the  acid  is  pure.  If  the 
crystals  are  brownish  and  granular,  it  contains  resinous  matters  in. 
too  great  amount  and  should  be  rejected;  if  tney  are  yellow  there  is 
a  slight  quantity  of  resin  associated  with  organic  coloring  matter  ; 
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if  slightly  violet,  traces  of  iron  are  present.  Salicylic  acid  should 
yield  pure  white  crystals  and  without  insoluble  residue  on  treatment 
with  alcohol ;  burned  on  platinum  foil  it  should  leave  no  residue. 

KOCH   VS.  PASTEUR  ! 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Pasteur  claims  to  have  proved  that 
*arth  worms  are  a  factor  in  the  carbuncular  disease  of  cattle,  as- 
serting that  they  bring  up  from  under  the  ground,  disease  germs 
from  bodies  of  buried  animals.  Koch  and  other  German  scientists 
have  pooh-poohed  this  theory  as  well  as  that  of  the  attenuation  of 
carbuncular  virus.  Feltz,  after  numerous  experiments  and  obser- 
vations, says  that  Pasteur  is  right! 

S.  Hi  D« 

A  new  degree  is  proposed  in  France,  superior  to  that  of  M.  D., 
namely  doctor  of  medical '  science.  The  minister  of  public  instruc- 
tion has  issued  a  pamphlet  on  the  subject  to  the  medical  faculties, 
colleges,  etc. 

If  such  a  degree  were  conferred  in  this  country  it  might  be. 
given  at  the  end  of  the  spring  term,  thereby  encouraging  graduates 
to  remain  a  few  weeks  longer  at  the  colleges  ;  or  the  winter  curric- 
ulum might  be  made  to  last  a  week  longer  and  everybody  turned 
out  a  doctor  of  medical  science  ! 

It  is  needless  to  say,  however,  that  the  above  suggestions  will 
not  be  heeded  by  the  French  faculties,  who  will  "  let  no  guilty 
man  escape,"  metaphorically  speaking — as  a  doctor  of  medical  sci- 
ence, knowledge  and  skill  are  the  cnterions  there,  in  all  the  col- 
leges, and  will  be  here,  we  hope,  before  long. 

asses'  milk  and  babes. 

In  spite  of  the  various  jokes  which  have  been  cracked  at  the 
expense  of  asses'  milk,  a  French  physician,  Tarnier  by  name,  de- 
clares that  it  is  undoubtedly  the  best  food  for  infants  deprived  of 
their  maternal  fluid.  In  his  work  on  the  physiology  and  hygiene 
of  early  infancy,  he  throws  a  gloom  over  Ridge,  Horlick,  Nestle, 
and  other  infant  benefactors,  and  wholly  reduces  Gutter  to  an 
Othello  without  occupation,  by  recommending  the  following  diet  : 
place  the  babe  on  asses'  milk  for  six  weeks  or  two  months  care- 
fully discarding  the  bottle  in  all  its  hideous  deformities,  substitut- 
ing therefor  a  glass  or  spoon.  Later  in  the  game,  cow's  milk, 
diluted  one-half  with  water*  to  which  a  little  sugarf  is  added,  may 
be  used,  and  finally,  at  the  end  of  six  months,  "  straight  "  cow's 
milk  may  be  given. 

♦Query:  would  not  distilled  water  be  preferable? 
tSuggestlon :  previously  ascertained  to  be  sugar. 
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SEA  hedge-hogs  ys.  hunyadi  janos. 

There  is  a  hopeful  prospect  that  the  capital  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  Hunyadi  Janos  water  out  of  Epsom  Salts  and  Lake 
Michigan,  may  be  diverted  into  a  new  and  novel  channel,  namely 
that  of  making  sea  hedge-hog  water.  Sea  hedge-hog  water,  ac- 
cording to  Toulon,  is  composed  of  950  parts  water  and  40  paits 
solid  matters  nearly.  The  solid  matters  consist  of  common  salt 
chiefly,  with  a  pinch  of  potassium  chloride,  calcium  chloride,  cal- 
cium sulphate  and  magnesium  sulphate  ;  there  are  traces  of  nitro- 
gen, carbonic  acid, oxygen. and  about  three  percent,  of  organic  mat- 
ter. This  water  is  contained  in  the  interior  of  the  body  of  a  shell 
fish  called  the  sea  hedge-hog  (Strongylo-centratu*  Vuidus,  Brawl) 
and  is  a  tonic  and  aperient.  Taken  in  the  dose  of  half  a  wine  glass 
per  diem  it  is  said  to  have  a  marked  effect  in  aiding  digestion.  In 
larger  doses — one  to  two  glasses  taken  at  once — it  is  a  purgative. 
Its  specific  gravity  is  from  1028  to  1030  ;  its  reaction  when  fresh 
is  neutral,  but  after  a  few  days  it  becomes  ammouiacal  and  has  the 
agreeable  odor  of  ammonium  sulphydrate.  From  a  physiological 
point  of  view  it  is  an  excretion  and  contains  &  ptomain*  which 
presence  also  in  other  shell  fish  would,  in  hot  countries,  appear  to 
be  the  cause  of  poisonings  so  frequently  observed  from  oysters  and 
the  like.  In  our  climates  the  presence  of  this  ptomain  does  not 
seriously  lower  the  price  of  oysters,  the  lack  of  the  letter  r  in  the 
names  of  several  months  being  enough  to  banish  them  from  our 
tables  during  certain  seasons.  If  any  physician  should  feel  called 
upon  to  prescribe  sea  hedge-hog  water,  let  it  be  fresh  and  in  a 
month  with  an  r  in  its  name. 

PURIFICATION  OF  THE  AIR   OF   SICK  CHAMBERS. 

Place  near  or  on  the  bed  of  the  sick  person  a  little  basket  con- 
taining charcoal,  to  absorb  the  miasma  which  breathed  out  by  the 
patient  and  again  respired  may  kill  him  from  auto -infection,  rlace 
also  in  the  room  a  box  containing  charcoal  and  quick  lime,  not 
only  to  absorb  miasms  from  the  patient's  breath,  but  also  to  arrest 
the  carbonic  acid  from  the  patient's  breath.   (Journal  cf  hygiene.) 

EVERY  MAX  HIS  OWN  CORN  DOCTOR  ! 

According  to  the  Journal  d'  Hygiene  (quoting  Baroni,  an  Al- 
gerian physician,)  equal  parts  of  acetic  acid  and  tincture  of  iodine 
— a  few  drops  morning  and  evening—applied  to  the  corn  will 
cause  the  trouble  to  disappear. 

ACONITINE  IX  FACIAL  NEURALGIA. 

H.  Dumas  recommends  the  use  of  Aconitine  in  trifacial  neu- 
ralgia and  congestive  neuralgias,  due  to  taking  cold  ;  in  migraine 

•Alkaloids  found  In  decaying  animal  matter  are  called  ptomalns. 
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not  immediately  dependent  on  gastric  states,  it  is  also  useful.  He 
recommends  Cuquesners  crystallized  aconitine,  prescribing  either 
the  alkaloid  itself  or  the  nitrate,  giving  one-quarter  of  a  milli- 
gramme* of  the  alkaloid  or  one-halt  a  milligramme  of  the  nitrate 
of  a  dose.  In  most  cases  on  the  first  day  three  or  four  granules  of 
a  quarter  a  milligramme  each,  may  be  given,  the  total  daih*  amount 
Wing  increased  subsequently  to  five  or  six.  If  the  neuralgia*  are 
rebellious  and  increased  doses  not  well  borne  by  the  patient  it 
should  be  abandoned. 

POISONING  FROM  QUININE. 

A  colored  man  took,  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours,  about 
sixty  grains  of  quinine.j  A  short  time  after  the  administration  of 
the  last  dose,  he  was  seized  with  general  convulsions,  accompanied 
by  amblyopia.  The  skin  was  cold,  the  pulse  full — 100  pulsations 
to  the  minute  ;  respiration  irregular  ;  temporal  veins  turgid,  tem- 
poral artery  throbbing  violently.  Tongue  dry,  thirst  great  ;  pu- 
pils dilated.  The  convulsions  came  on  every  ten  minutes,  some- 
times general,  sometimes  confined  to  the  arms.  Total  blindness  . 
ensued  and  did  not  cease  for  about  twenty-four  hours  [during 
which  time  the  physician  left — probably  to  attend  a  consultation  (?) 
out  of  town. — C.  M.],  the  sight  remaining  feeble  for  some  time 
afterwards. 

FRENCH  DAISIES. 

V 

Meckel,  Mourson  aud  Schlagdenhauffen  have  been  studying 
the  physiological  and  therapeutic  action  of  two  substances,  found 
in  the  various  globulariu,  namely  (jlobtrfarine  and  yloburaletine. 

(Tloburaline  in  doses  progressively  increasing  from  0  gr.  15  to 
9  gr.  56|  in  six  days  acts  upon  the  heart  and  arterial  tensidn  like 
caffeine.  After  doses.  ofOgr.  05  (10|  grains)  respiration  becomes 
frequent  and  deep,  the  heart  beats  violently  and  cardiac  anguish  is 
well  marked. 

BANANAS. 

Green  bananas  contains  an  eighth  of  their  weight  of  starch, 
which  substance  disappears  in  the  ripe  fruit.  The  sugar  formed 
in  bananas,  which  ripen  on  the  plant,  is  nearly  wholly  cane  sugar; 
that  of  the  fruit  which  is  picked  and  let  ripen  in  the  air  is  four- 
fifths  inverted  sugar];  and  one-fifth  cane  sugar.  Lastly  the  sub- 
stance akin  to  tannin,  and  the  organic  acids  found  in  the  green 

•About  one  two  hundred'and  fiftieth  part  of  a  Brain. 

tThe  ame  of  the  dniK-«hoveller  who  prescribed  the  quinine  cannot  be  ascertained. 
a  and  one-fourth  t©  8  and  one-fifth  grains, 
^inverted  or  invert  sufjar.i 
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fruit  disappear,  from  the  ripe  fruit.  Carbonic  acid  is  found  in  ba- 
nanas in  the  third  period  of  their  ripening,  resulting  probably  from 
the  destruction  of  matters  akin  to  tannin. 

ETIOLOGY  OF  TYPHOID  FEVER. 

The  prevalance  of  typhoid  fever  in  Paris  has  aJoused  the  atten- 
tion of  the  "busy  practitioners"  of  that  city,  and  innumerable 
contributions  to  medical  literature  on  the  subject  of  the  etiology 
of  the  disease  has  been  made.  Th^re  are  two  theories  of  import- 
ance :  first,  the  English  referring  the  disease  to  a  fecal  origin;  and 
second,  the  French  which  holds  that  the  disease  may  develop  itself 
spontaneously  by  infection  as  specifically  by  contagion.  According 
to  the  English  authors,  all  cases  of  typhoid  fever  may  be  traced  to 
impure  and  contaminated  drinking  water,  or  to  what  is  rather 
vaguely  called  sewer  gas.*  The  French,  on  the  other  hand,  claim 
that  many  different  causes  are  responsible  for  typhoid  fever,  and 
will  not  admit  that  the  typhogenic  poison  is  alone  responsible. 
Pietra  Santa  claims  that  medical  statistics,  derived  from  chemical 
demonstrations,  the  impossibility  of  fixing  the  origin  of  typhoid 
fever.  Jules  Arnould,  Professor  of  Hygiene  to  the  Facu  lty  of  Med- 
icine at  Lille,  in  France,  has  written  a  most  exhaustive  monograph 
on  the  subject,  treating  it  with  that  careful  and  laborious  attention 
for  which  foreign  scientists  are  remarkable,  wholly  ignorant  and 
unmindful  of  the  terrible  reception  their  results  are  to  have  at  the 
hands  of  some  gathering  of  profound  medical  learning  in  the  back 
woods  of  America. 

NEFTEL's  TREATMENT/^  DYSPEPSIA. 

Neftel  insists  that  the  patient  shall  eat  but  few  meals  a  day  at 
lon£  intervals,  and  nothing  between  meals.  Meat  should  be  in  the 
beginning  of  the  treatment,  but  slightly  cooked — sometimes  raw. 
A  short  period  of  rest  should  be  observed  after  each  meal  and  a  nap 
taken  after  dinner,  if  possible.  All  substances  likely  to  excite  fer- 
mentation, such  as  vinegar,  beer,  and  fatty  foods,  should  be  avoided. 
Dilute  muriatic  acid  may  be  prescribed  to  betaken  after  each  meal, 
especially  in  persons  suffering  from  anaemia  or  fever.  When  the 
disease  is  farther  advanced  the  principal  indication  is  to  hinder  the 
morbid  fermentation  in  the  stomach.  Freshly  prepared  chlorinated 
water  (German  Pharmacopoeia)  is  of  service  in  these  cases.  After 
the  cure  of  the  dyspepsia  nux  vomica  is  useful  in  connecting  the 
atony  of  the  stomach.  In  cases  of  dilatation  of  the  stomach  elec- 
tricity is  of  value  induced,  curreuts  of  varied  intensity  being  the 
kind. 

•Sewer  air  la  a  a  better  term. 


Digitized  by  Google 


486  AMERICAN  OBSERVER.  |  Nov 


PROF.  S.   LILIENTHAL,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  EDITOR. 

MORBUS  BASEDOWII. 


CLINIC  OF  PROF.  NOTHNAGEL,  VIENNA. 

Mrs.  J.  Th.,  34  years  old,  the  child  of  a  healthy  father  and 
nervous  mother,  who  had  several  epileptic  fits,  married  at  the  age 
of  26  years  and  had  two  normal  confinements.  Several  years  ago 
she  suffered  from  family  troubles.  Last  April  she  miscarried  after 
a  fright  and  lost  thus  a  large  quantity  of  blood.  From  that  time 
on  she  complained  of  enlargement  of  her  eyes  ;  her  throat  was 
swollen,  she  had  a  very  rapid  pulse  with  general  malaise  and  de- 
bility. Patient  is  well  nourished,  of  gracile  build,  skin  moist, 
pulse  168,  temperature  somewhat  increased,  and  still  no  feyerr 
hinting  clearly  to  a  diminished  tonus,  to  a  subparesis  of  the  vagus. 
The  arterial  walls  show  nothing  abnormal.  The  whole  skin  feels 
moist  and  Troussean  accepts  hyperhydrosis  as  a  symptom  of  Base- 
dowian  disease  :  sometimes  the  sweating  is  only  unilateral.  The 
expression  of  the  fac«  offers  nothing  abnormal,  sensorium  is  free, 
lips  red  and  the  bulbi  very  prominent ;  pupils  react  normally  to 
the  light  and  the  motions  of  accomodation  are  clearly  present ; 
conjunctiva  injected,  perhaps  because  the  prominent  bulbi  allow 
the  entrance  of  noxas,  we  meet  in  this  affection  sometimes  kera- 
titis ulcerosa,  panophthalmitis  and  finally  phthisis.  In  most  cases 
we  find  exarthresia  bulbi,  though  some  consider  as  its  cause  a  trophic 
disturbance.  Gruepe  believes,  that  when  looking  up  or  down,  the 
upper  eyelid  does  not  follow  so  well  the  motions  of  the  eye  as  in 
the  normal  state.  One  might  think  that  the  prominence  of  the 
bulbi  is  a  purely  mechanical  obstacle  to  these  motions,  but  it  is  a 
fact  that  when  the  bulbi  are  pushed  forward  by  an  orbital  tumor 
lying  behind  it — except  in  excessive  cases— such  is  not  the  case 
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and  on  the  other  side,  though  the  bulbus  may  never  become  very 
prominent  in  Morbus  Basedowii,  the  symptom  mentioned  by 
Gruepe  may  be  considered  pathognomonic  for  this  state,  though 
Eulenburg  missed  it  in  two  of  his  cases  and  Nothnagle  in  two 
other  cases.  [We  are  now  treating  a  case  where  bulbi  are  not  very 
prominent,  and  still  the  paresis  of  the  upper  eyelid  is  constantly 
and  clearly. visible.    S.  L.] 

At  the  fundus  of  the  bulbus  a  dilatation  and  pulsation  of  the 
retinal  vessels  can  be  detected.  A  decided  struma  and  over  it  some 
slight  ectasies  of  the  veins  are  visible,  The  strong  pulsation  over 
it  comes  from  the  carotis,  but  the  struma  itself  is  felt  pulsating,  as 
in  Morbus  Basedowii  we  always  meet  a  struma  vasculosa.  Exami- 
nation of  the  heart  reveals  the  apex  of  the  heart  more  inwardly  of 
the  mamma  and  auscultation  shows  clear  sounds  over  all  the  ostia 
and  nothing  of  hypertrophy.  Patient  complains  that  she  has  no 
desire  for  sleep,  that  she  trembles  on  the  least  occasion,  otherwise 
she  is  neither  irritable,  has  no  tremor  nor  headache. 

In  all  functional  diseases,  continues  Nothnagel,  which  neuro- 
ses are,  the  diagnosis  can  only  be  made  by  analogy.  The  clinical 
picture  of  M.  Bas  is  :  it  attacks  mostly  women,  especially  chlorotic 
ones  according  to  Basedow,  but  other  authorities  contradict  this  in 
the  most  positive  manner.  It  has  been  affirmed  that  the  whole 
disease  may  appear  over  night,  as  it  were,  especially  after  severe 
emotional  troubles,  but  it  is  more  common  that  the  symptoms  ap- 
pear seriatim,  so  that  we  have  at  first  beating  of  the  heart  and  ac- 
celeration of  the  pulse,  then  exophthalmos  and  finally  the  struma. 
The  disease  lasts  sometimes  for  years  and  we  may  hear  murmurs 
over  the  ostia,  mostly  ameraic  ones  in  chlorotic  patients  ;  but 
this  is  not  always  the  case.  In  relation  to  the  changes  in  the  ner- 
vous system  we  meet  the  increased  temperature,  the  subjective 
sensation  of  heat  and  the  perspiration,  manifestations  hinting  to 
changes  in  the  vasomotory  nerves.  In  rare  cases  tremors  have  been 
noted  as  manifestations  of  the  central  nervous  system. 

Many  explanations  have  been  ventured  upon.  Some  consider 
the  struma  the  primary  affection,  believing  that  by  compression  of 
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the  vagus  and  of  vasomotory  branches  of  the  sympathetica,  the 

palpitations  and  the  exophthalmos  are  caused,  and  considering 

•other  symptoms  produced  by  the  paresis  of  vasomotory  nerves  and 
the  prominence  as  a  consequence  of  the  contraction  of  the  Muscu- 
lus  Muelleri.  All  theories  agree  so  far  that  the  cervical  part  of  the 
spmpatheticus  is  affected,  hence  the  same  nerve  causes  on  one  side 
inhibition,  on  the  other  side  acceleration.  Recklinghausen  also 
describes  a  pigmentation  in  the  cervical  ganglion  of  the  sympa- 
theticus  ;  but  such  a  state  is  nothing  rare,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
"considered  characteristic  of  the  disease.  Benedict  considers  it  an 
affection  of  the  medulla  oblongata,  because  experiments  on  rabbita 
showed  that  nearly  ail  the  symptoms  can  be  produced  by  injuries 
to  the  Corpora  restiformia,  when  the  cephalic  part  of  the  sympa- 
theticus,  the  inhibitory  nerves  of  the  vagus,  the  vasomotory  nerves 
going  to  the  thyroidea  and  the  skin  were  found  paretic. 

Ally.  Med.  Centr.  Zeit.te,  188*2. 

Hot  Water  Injections  in  the  Vagina. — Dr.  R.  Bertram 
(Berlin)  recommends  irrigation  of  the  vagina  with  hot  water.  (1) 
to  reduce  pelvi-peritonitis  irritation  and  thus  prepare  the  woman 
for  an  operation  ;  (2)  to  cause  absorption  of  even  old  exudations  ; 
(3)  to  remove  adhesions  of  the  uteri  fixed  in  a  malposition  ;  (4) 
to  remove  metrorrhagia  and  subinvolutio  uterus  by  strong  contrac- 
tions ;  (5)  to  moderate  the  nervous  affections  during  climaxis. 

Cenfralbl.  f.  Gynecology  43 


Proper  Way  to  Give  Aconite.  {Kansas  Medical  Index.) — 
in  the  London  Medical  Record,  Dr.  William  Murrell  makes  some 
judicious  observations  on  the  correct  plan  tor  administering  aconite 
60  as  to  secure  its  most  advantageous  action.  He  observes  that 
aconite  does  act  best  in  small  doses  frequent  repeated.  Many  prac- 
titioners get  no  good  from  aconite  because  they  do  not  know  how 
to  use  it.  The  dose  of  the  tincture  recommended  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia — from  5  to  15  minims — is  absurdly  large,  and  no 
one  with  any  regard  for  his  patients  safety  or  his  own  reputation 
would  ever  think  of  giving  it.  The  best  way  is  to  put  half  a  drachm 
of  the  tincture  in  a  four-ounce  bottle  of  water,  and  to  tell  the  patient 
to  take  a  teaspoonful  of  this  every  ten  minutes  for  the  first  hour, 
and  after  this  hourly  for  some  hours.  Even  smaller  doses  may  be 
given  in  the  case  of  children.  The  great  indication  for  the  use  of 
aconite  is  elevation  of  tenperature;  the  clinical  thermometer  and 
aconite  should  go  hand  in  hand.  If  properly  used,  aconite  is  one 
of  the  most  valuable  and  indespensable  drugs  in  the  pharmacopoeia. 

Dr.  M.  will  find  after  a  while  that  the  doses  he  now  uses  are 
unnecessary,  if  not  u  absolutely  large." — Ed, 
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Savtita^ij  Science: 

SANITARY  NOTES. 


BY  BUSHR0D  W.  JAMES,  A.  MM  M.  I).,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.,  EDITOR. 


WORKHOUSES   AND  STIMULANTS. 

Attention  was  drawn  by  Dr.  Oosgrave,  of  the  University  of 
Dublin,  some  time  ago,  to  the  grave  question  of  how  far  alcoholic 
stimulants  should  be  used  in  our  workhouses.  The  lesson  to  be 
learned  from  the  statistics  he  shows  to  obtain  in  Ireland,  are  equally 
applicable  here  ;  and  it  will  be  found  interesting  to  make  a  short  re- 
view of  them.  During  1880,  £11,845  8s.  7d.  were  spent  on  stimu- 
lants in  the  Irish  workhouses,  forty  per  cent,  of  the  sick  receiving 
them,  the  cost  per  head  averaging  in  the  Dublin  Unions  2s.  lOd.  The 
results  which  would  follow  if  the  quantity  of  stimulants  were  re- 
duced would  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  inmates  of  the  work- 
houses ;  and  would  probably  keep  those  whose  terms  have  been 
completed  from  the  temptation  of  wishing  to  return.  From  a  san- 
itary point  of  view,  it  would  be  of  the  highest  value  to  diminish 
the  use  of  stimulants. 

RAGS  AND  VARIOLA. 

In  his  annual  report  for  1881,  Dr.  C.  0.  Baylis  gives  the  his- 
tory of  an  outbreak  of  small-pox  which  occurred  among  the  work- 
ers in  Messrs.  Joynson's  paper  mills  at  St.  Mary  Croy.  As  case 
after  case  betrayed  itself  it  was  noticed  that  they  were  all  women, 
and,  finally,  that  they  were  all  rag-cutters  in  the  St.  Mary  Croy 
paper  mill.  This  coincidence  pointed  to  the  rags  as  the  source  of 
infection,  and  it  was  elicited  that  for  some  weeks  prior  to  the  out- 
break some  of  the  rags  were  of  a  more  dirty  and  offensive  character 
than  was  usual.  An  inquiry  seemed  to  confirm  the  inference  that 
the  rags  were  the  cause  of  the  outbreak.  Dr.  Baylis  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  dust  separated  from  the  rags  by  the  dusting-ma- 
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chine  (which  was  situated,  without  protection,  in  a  corner  of  the 
rag-cutting  room)  contained  the  infective  matter.  He  believes, 
therefore,  that  this  should  be  disinfected,  and  he  suggests  carbolic 
acid  as  the  disinfecting  agent.  About  90  lbs.  of  dust  in  each  ton 
of  rags  is  separated  by  the  dusting-machine,  and  of  this  Dr.  Baylis 
calculates  only  about  one-tenth,  or  9  lbs.  per  ton  of  rags,  can  be 
infected  ;  so  that  9  lbs.  of  carbolic  acid  mixed  with  each  ton  of 
rags  would  destroy  any  infective  matter  they  contained.  He  sug- 
gests that  the  rags  be  sprinkled  as  the  duster  is  fed,  with  two- 
thirds  the  weight  of  a  15  per  cent,  strength  of  the  carbolic  acid  pow- 
der; that  is,  with  3  lbs.  of  such  carbolic  acid  powder  to  each  cwt. 
of  the  rags  used,  or  of  60  lbs.  to  each  ton.  This  method  was  used  for 
the  remainder  of  the  rags  which  were  supposed  to  be  the  cause  of 
the  outbreak,  and  they  were  used  up  in  the  autumn  without  any 
evil  result.  —Sanitary  Record. 

Why  not  teach  school  teachers  practical  hygiene  in  schools? 
Carbolic  oxide  is  the  poison  agent  in  the  ordinary  illuminating 

gas. 

The  cure  of  disease  is  the  repair  of  the  drainage  caused  by  an 
inundation  from  a  crevasse.  Prevention  of  disease  is  the  bolted 
barrier  against  its  inroad. 

Thorough  sanitary  inspection  and  judicious  "cordon  sanitaire  n 
would  choke  every  incipient  yellow  fever  epidemic  to  death. 

Ten  years  ought  to  annihilate  small-pox  if  the  sanitarians  and 
physicians  of  the  world  would  unite  in  one  simultaneous  persistent 
effort. 

We  would  suggest  the  frequent  and  systematic  generation  of 
chlorine  gas  in  our  sewers  to  destroy  the  poisons  in  sewer  gases, 
and  also  to  inform  residents  of  houses,  whose  drain  trappings  are 
imperfect,  of  such  fact,  as  the  chlorine  would  be  noticeable. 

CROWDING  OF  THE  LABORING  CLASSES. 

There  is  a  scarcity  of  buildings  suitable  for  the  poorer  classes 
in  Dublin,  the  old  tenement  houses  having  been  vacated  by  order 
of  the  sanitary  corporation.   There  seems  to  be  very  little  private 
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enterprise  in  building  houses  for  artizans  ;  and  the  public  authori- 
ties are  taking  the  matter  in  hand.  According  to  the  Sanitary 
Record  there  are  no  fewer  than  13,000  laborers  residing  within  the 
limits  of  the  Municipality  of  Dublin.  It  is  all-important  that  the 
health  of  these  men  and  women  should  be  properly  provided  for. 

BAD  ARRANGEMENTS  IN  BETTER  CLASS  HOUSES. 

In  common  with  the  Health  Officers  of  other  large  and  popu- 
lous towns,  Mr.  Butterfield,  of  Bradford,  Eng.,  finds  that  one  of 
the  chief  hindrances  to  improved  sanitation  is  the  condition  of  bet- 
ter class  houses.  He  states  that  in  many  of  the  houses  the  water 
closets  are  in  the  centre  of  the  building,  between  the  bed-rooms  ; 
the  soil  pipes,  with  which  are  connected  the  baths  and  wash  basin 
pipes,  are  unventilated,  and  pass  through  the  china  closet  to  a 
drain  under  the  house.  In  houses  of  more  modern  date  these  bad 
arrangements  do  not  exist,  but  the  house-drains  are  not  cut  off  by 
a  ventilated  trap  from  the  sewer,  and  the  rainfall  pipes  are  still 
used  to  ventilate  the  drains.  Little  care  is  taken  to  drain  the  sites 
of  new  buildings  from  land  water,  and  such  a  thing  as  a  damp- 
proof  course  to  prevent  water  from  creeping  up  the  walls  by  capil- 
lary action  is  rarely  seen.  It  is  evident  that  great  improvements 
have  been  made  iu  the  condition  of  cottage  property  ;  but  then  the 
sanitary  defects  of  cottages  are  generally  simple  and  easily  reme- 
died. It  is  the  house,  with  its  complicated  arrangements  of  water 
closets,  baths,  lavatories,  cisterns,  butler's  pantries,  housemaid's 
closets,  that  are  full  of  dangers  to  health.  For  safety,  a  house  of 
this  description  is  dependent  on  the  soundness  of  the  material  used, 
and  the  perfection  of  workmanship  bestowed  on  its  details,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  skill  required  in  devising  suitable  arrangements:  and 
yet  it  is  notorious  that  in  no  part  of  a  building  is  there  greater 
"scamping/'  both  in  material  and  workmanship,  than  in  the 
plumbing  and  mis-called  sanitary  appliances.  The  fact  is  so  well 
known  that  in  Edinborough  and  London  sanitary  associations  have 
been  started  to  cope  with  the  evil. 

Sanitary  Record. 
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RATHS  AND  SWIMMING. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  recentlj-  erected  baths  and 
wash-houses  at  Rotherhithe,  Loudon,  Eng.,  shows  that  these  valua- 
ble institutions  have,  so  far,  yielded  a  profit.  During  the  past  year, 
115,361  persons  used  the  baths,  and  13,804  the  wash-houses  ;  'JOO 
boys  have  learned  to  swim  and  35,421  persons  have  used  the 
second-class  swimming  baths. 

WHITE     LEAD  POISONINGS. 

In  England  attention  is  being  drawn  to  white  lead  poisoning, 
fifteen  recent  cases  in  one  district  having  been  brought  before  the 

notice  of  the  authorities.  Regular  medical  attendance  has  been 
determined  upon  at  the  factories  employing  female  help  ;  and  ma- 
chinery will  be  introduced  to  perform  the  most  dangerous  part 
ot  the  operation. 

GOOD  laws. 

The  Minnesota  State  Board  of  Health  has  issued  a  pamphlet 
containing  a  reprint  of  the  law  relating  to  health  in  that  State. 
Among  these  we  note  the  following :  the  local  boards  have  full 
power  to  remove  any  person  sick  with  infectious  disease,  and  are 
obliged  to  render  quarterly  reports  concerning  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  their  district.  Venders  of  corrupted  meat,  or  adulterated 
food  are  subject  to  a  fine  of  $500  or  an  imprisonment  of  six  months. 
The  fine  for  selling  adulterated  milk  ranges  from  $25  to  $100,  to 
which,  in  aggravated  cases,  an  imprisonment  of  30  days  may  be 
added.  A  still  heavier  punishment  is  visited  on  those  who  adulter- 
ate spirits  and  drugs.  Careful  precautions  are  taken  against  the 
spread  of  infectious  diseases  amongst  cattle. 

SANITARY   STREET  PAVING. 

Dr.  Wight,  of  Detroit,  in  au  address  to  the  city  council,  on 

the  pavement  question — reported  in  the  Sanitarian  for  November 

— recommends  that  wooden  block  pavements  be  abandoned  alto- 
gether ;  that  stone  block  pavements  be  used  on  streets  of  heaviest 
traffic  ;  that  these  be  of  granite,  12x4,  laid  on  a  well-rolled  founda- 
tion of  grave)  and  sand,  the  joints  to  be  filled  with  coal-tar  and 
cement  ;  and  that  all  other  streets  be  paved  with  Bermuda 
asphalt  on  a  bed  of  hydraulic  cement. 
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PROF.  8.  A.  JONES,  M.  I).,  ANN  ARBOR,  MICHIGAN,  EDITOR. 


TEA  AND  COFFEE. 

THEIR  PHYSIOLOGICAL  AND  TOXIC  EFFECTS  ON  THE  ECONOMY. 

Chronic  poisoning  by  tea  and  coffee,  and  frequently  by  to- 
bacco, is  not  an  unusual  part  of  the  physician's  experience,  and 
we  are  prepared  to  meet  6uch  eases  from  the  large  quantity  of 
those  materials  used  in  civilized  communities.  The  physiological 
effect  of  tea  and  coffee,  in  moderate  quantities,  is  that  of  a  gentle 
stimulant  to  the  nervous  and  glandular  systems.  They  also  pro- 
mote the  digestive  and  assimilating  functions,  increase  the  nu- 
tritive and  dynamic  forces,  and  exalt  the  capacity  of  the  economy 
to  appropriate  oxygen.  Tea  and  coffee  may  be  called  true  nu- 
trients in  a  double  sense  ;  firstly,  by  their  power  on  the  assimilat- 
ing system  ;  and  secondly,  by  their  influence  on  waste  and  tissue 
change.  The  principles  here  involved  are  of  an  interesting  kind, 
and  explain  many  ot  the  phenomena  of  life. 

It  must  be  recollected  that  there  is  an  insuperable  objection 
to  the  curreut  doctrine  of  the  action  of  tea  and  coffee  on  the 
economy.  The  received  dogma  assumes  that  the  articles  now 
under  notice  act  as  arresters  of  tissue  change.  This  is  a  dogma 
in  open  hostility  with  all  our  notions  of  life.  Life  we  know  to 
be  activity  ;  constant,  never  ceasing  motion.  We  know,  also, 
that  change  must,  accompany  motion — yes,  tissue  change,  oxyda- 
tation.  Elements  must  change  places,  and  new  combinations 
occur,  even  as  long  as  life  endures.  The  result  of  all  this  must 
be  effete  material.  This  is  the  result  of  life,  and  without  this 
there  is  no  life.  The  arrest  ot  tissue  change  is  death :  hence  the 
prevailing  theory  explanatory  of  the  action  of  tea  and  coffee  is 
at  great  fault.  When  tea  is  taken  in  moderate  quantities,  its 
aborption  into  the  circulation  is  followed  by  a  congenial  warmth 
throughout  the  system,  accompanied  by  a  feeling  of  agreeable 
nervous  exhilaration  and  composure.  The  abdominal  viscera 
feels  a  pleasant  glow  which  extends  to  the  ver}'  extreme  of  the 
extremities.  The  mind  is  softly  aroused  to  a  decree  of  pleasing 
activity,  ideas  flow  easily  and  the  mental  powers  wake  to  an  un- 
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usual  activity,  so  ranch  so  that  the  intellect  is  sharpened,  the 
perception  made  more  acute,  and  the  judgment  better  balanced. 
This  mild  excitement  stimulates  the  whole  nutritive  system  into 
activity;  digestion  and  assimilation  are  more  thoroughly  per- 
formed ;  chylitication  and  chymitication  are  completely  accom- 
plished, so  that  the  liver  has  far  less  labor  to  perform,  and  the 
elements  of  tissue  are  completely  elaborated  ready  for  use.  This 
physiological  effect  of  tea  heightens  the  capacity  of  the  economy 
to  absorb  and  appropriate  oxygan.  Let  us  pause  here  for  a  mo- 
ment. There  are  certain  phenomena  respecting  the  elimination 
of  urea,  while  the  system  is  under  the  influence  of  tea,  that  may 
be  profitably  considered  now.  It  is  well  known  that  both  the 
quantity  of  urine  and  urea,  also  uric  and  carbonic  acids,  are  di- 
minished at  these  times.  The  causes  of  this  are  to  be  found  in 
the  following  account :  First,  we  must  recollect  that  urea,  as  an 
effete  product,  is  the  result  of  a  low  oxygen  force  of  the  economy, 
that  its  excessis  the  result  of  a  very  slow  and  tardy  vital  combus- 
tion, caused  by  the  physiological  lack  of  the  oxygen  force.  This 
is  manifested  to  a  high  degree  in  cases  of  indigestion,  fever,  con- 
gestion, consumption,  etc.  In  these  conditions  there  is  a  great 
excess  of  urea  in  the  urine,  and  we  know  how  low  the  vital 
powers  are ;  that,  although  there  is  an  excess  of  heat  of  the  body, 
that  excess  must  be  attributed  to  incajyacity  of  elimination  rather 
than  to  activity  of  production,  inasmuch  as  there  is  far  less  otcygen 
to  produce  it  than  in  the  normal  active  state.  The  above  I  lay 
down  as  a  fundamental  physiological  principle,  and  it  will  be  to 
us  in  practice  what  the  north  star  is  to  the  mariner  on  the  high 
seas. 

Now,  the  influence  of  tea  is  to  increase  the  nutritive  capacity 
and  exalt  the  oxygen  forces  of  the  economy.  It  causes  all  the 
nutritive  material  of  food  to  be  fully  appropriated  and  oxidized, 
leaving  no  excess  of  half  prepared  chyliterous  material  to  be  eli- 
minated as  urea  in  excess. 

Another  power  of  tea  on  the  economy  is  this :  It  meta- 
morphoses the  elements  of  waste,  and  re-appropriates  them  to  the 
use  of  the  system  through  the  oxygen  forces.  I  am  well  aware 
of  the  opposition  such  opinions  engender,  but  the  professional 
mind  must  eventually  adopt  them.  When  we  reflect  on  the 
facts  adduced,  of  persons  performing  immense  amounts  of  labor 
on  little  food  save  tea  and  coffee,  and  the  small  amount  of  urea, 
eliminated  during  the  time,  we  are  struck  at  once  with  the  idea 
that  urea,  as  a  waste  product,  must  be  a  source  of  force  when 
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subject  to  the  vital  dynamics  in  the  processes  of  life.  Tea  in 
moderate  quantities  maintains  the  powers  of  life,  both  as  food 
and  the proliferator  of  food.  Its  influence  on  all  the  other  pro- 
ducts of  waste  is  similar  to  that  on  urea.  The  influence  of  tea 
on  the  nerve  centres  is  very  interesting  in  a  physiological  and 
therapeutic  point  of  view.  As  a  stimulant  to  the  nerve  forces 
tea  stands  high,  but  only  in  one  sense — that  of  an  economiser  of 
their  phosphorus,  but  in  excess  it  is  a  phosphorus  waster.  In 
moderate  quantities  it  exalts  the  energies  of  the  nerve  centres, 
increases  the  circulation  in  them,  and  promotes  their  innerva- 
tion, as  is  seen  through  its  effects  on  the  intellectual  and  moral 
forces.  By  its  action  on  the  splanchnic  centres  assimilation  is 
perfected  to  a  high  degree,  so  that  a  smaller  quantity  of  food  is 
made  to  suffice  the  wants  of  the  system.  Very  much  larger  quan- 
tities were  required  without  it.  It  inct cases  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent the  activity  of  all  the  forces  of  the  economy  through  this 
power.  During  the  course  of  fevers  of  a  low  type,  tea  exercises 
a  very  beneticicnt  influence  through  its  action  on  the  nerve  cen- 
tres. 1  have  known  delirium  on  the  one  hand  and  coma  on  the 
other  to  be  materially  mitigated  by  its  careful  use;  and  I  have 
seen  maniacal  delirium  produced  by  its  inordinate  use  in  these 
diseases  likewise.  Tea  mollifies  the  irritated  nervous  system 
through  its  innervating  inflnence  on  the  centres.  By  its  action 
restlessness  is  mitigated,  sleep  induced,  assimilation  promoted, 
and  the  strength  of  the  patient  husbanded.  I  have  seen  the  urea 
fall  twenty-flve  per  cent,  in  twenty-four  hours  after  taking  the 
tea,  in  fevers,  and  the  heat  from  two  to  three  degrees ;  but  this 
has  been  in  those  patients  who  were  not  inveterate  tea  and  coflee 
drinkers.  Tea  is  a  true  restorer.  When  the  mind  and  body  are 
fatigued  by  severe  taxation,  and  the  nervous  system  agitated  and 
irritable,  a  liberal  amount  of  tea  will  alter  the  situation  and  re- 
store to  composure  the  tired  and  overtaxed  one,  but  it  must  be 
taken  within  reasonable  limits.  On  recovering  from  severe  at- 
tacks of  low  fevers,  the  patient's  nerve  centres  are  frequently 
volatile  aud  painfully  sensitive  from  waste  and  exhaustion.  Such 
patients  are  too  weak  to  sleep  or  rest.  To  such  as  are  not  great 
tea  drinkers,  it  will  be  found  a  most  valuable  restorer — a  mild 
infusion  taken  frequently  during  the  day.  In  the  cases  just 
referred  to,  I  have  found  the  waste  of  the  phosphates  in  the 
urine  very  great ;  the  tea  has  an  excellent  influence  on  such. 
In  these  cases  it  acts  as  a  food  as  well  as  a  medicine.  The  theine 
is  rich  in  nitrogen,  which  is  appropriated  to  the  nourishment  of 
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the  tissues ;  in  fact,  it  is  difficult  to  regard  this  wonderful  sub- 
stance in  any  less  light  than  that  of  a  concentrated  food  rich  in 
nitrogen.  The  amount  of  labor  that  can  be  performed  on  it, 
both  mentally  and  bodily,  is  prodigious ;  for  those  who  are  great 
tea  drinkers  are  frequently  small  eaters  and  hard  workers. 
Tea  administered  to  fever  patients  in  excess,  produces  delirium. 
This  I  have  seen  on  several  occasions — wild,  maniacal  delirium. 
I  have  seen  it  in  many  instances  restore  patients  from  profound 
coma  to  consciousness.  W e  know  that  there  is  not  a  stone's 
throw  between  coma  and  delirium.  Both  are  but  the  result  of 
waste  and  exhaustion  ;  heuce  we  can  see  at  a  glance  the  modm 
operandi  of  tea  in  fevers.  The  waste  of  nerve  tissues  in  fever 
patients  is  very  great;  but  the  worst  feature  in  the  case  is  the 
defective  reparation  process  that  obtains  also.  Were  the  waste 
repaired,  even  at  a  moderate  percentage,  the  result  would  not  be 
eo  damaging  ;  hence  we  see  that  with  the  waste  is  associated 
an  exhausted  nutritive  force  and  nutrition.  Tea  as  a  remedy, 
works  its  marvels  on  the  nutritive  system,  and  by  its  capacity  to 
cause  a  re-appropriation  ot  the  waste  for  the  use  of  the  system  a 
second  time,  therefore,  it  is  a  restorer  to  the  nerve  centres  bv  its 
influence  on  their  nutrition  ;  and  farther,  by  its  yielding  from 
itself  a  food  material  rich  in  histogenic  material. 

We  will  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  TOXIC  powers  of 
tea.  The  world  is  full  of  persons  suffering  from  chronic  tea  jmhjs- 
ohing.  Many  women  and  girls  of  all  ages  and  conditions  of  lite 
are  suffering  abundantly  from  this  source ;  yes,  even  apparently 
strong  men,  too.  The  train  of  symptoms  resulting  from  this 
cause,  are :  first,  the  everlasting  dyspepsia,  nervousness,  discom- 
fiture of  the  stomach,  derangement  of  the  liver,  a  tremulous, 
pointed,  flat  tongue,  red  at  the  lips  and  edges,  furred  on  the 
body ;  constipation,  piles,  defective  vision,  ringing  in  the  ears, 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  gastralgia,  sour  stomach,  disturbed  sleep, 
fatigue  of  body  and  mental  aberration,  phosphatic  urine,  and 
functional  disturbance  of  all  the  viscera.  The  super-excitement 
that  the  nervous  system  is  made  to  suffer,  followed  by  a  corres- 
ponding depression,  soon  induces  a  peculiarly  distressing  exhaus- 
tion of  the  centres,  which  in  turn  loose  their  influence  on  the  or- 
gans which  they  control.  If  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression, 
there  is  set  up  an  insubordination  of  the  whole  system  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  nerve  centres,  which  later  become  exhausted.  As 
a  rule  when  patients  are  suffering  from  chronic  tea-poisoning 
they  grow  pale,  emaciated  and  tremulous,  but  other  cases  occur 
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where  patients  keep  their  flesh,  and  are  only  pale,  nervous  and 
costive.    There  is  a  distressing  sensibility  in  the  stomach,  and  a 
tenderness  on  pressure  at  the  pit  thereof,  showing  that  the  local 
action  of  tea  in  excess  is  an  irritant  to  the  nervo-mucous  coat  of 
the  organ.    Very  often  vertigo,  palpitation  of  the  heart  and  head- 
ache are  prominent  symptoms,  and  the  physician  is  consulted  on 
their  account.    At  other  times  the  digestion  is  much  impaired, 
the  patient  complains  of  gastric  distress  after  taking  food,  the 
mind  grows  dull  and  clouded,  and  deep  spells  of  despondency 
come  on.    Frequently  the  nervous  system  is  so  greatly  impaired 
that  the  patient  feels  a  constriction  at  the  heart  and  fears  sudden 
death.    Another  symptom  is  excitement  of  the  geuital  organs, 
and  it  is  not  an  unfrequent  symptom.  Many  youths  of  both  sexes 
acquire  the  evil  habits  of  the  solitary  vice,  masturbation  through 
the  repeated  excitement  of  tea.    hi  females,  uterine  symptoms 
prevail.    Often  these  are  accompanied  by  weight  and  heaviness 
in  the  pelvis  and  perineum  ;  the  bladder  suffers  also  to  a  corres- 
ponding degree,  and  the  patient  has  incontinnence  of  urine,  or  a 
desire  to  avoid  it.    The  mucous  membranes  suffer  a  great  deal  in 
chronic  tea-poisoning.    The  symptoms  arising  from  this  source 
are  numerous  and  varied.    The  mind  does  not  escape.    The  fac- 
ulties are  blunted,  in  some  cases  so  greatly  as  to  become  oppres- 
sive.   Melancholy  is  an  almost  constant  symptom,  with  perverted 
ideality  and  perception ;  a  long  train  of  mental  horrors  are  ob- 
served.   The  patient  fancies  his  or  herself  goffering  from  heart 
disease  most  frequently,  and  becomes  unsettled  in  mind,  grows 
restless,  irritable  and  waspish.     Chronic  tea-poisoning  is  very 
frequently  attended  witd  alkaline  phosphatic  urine,  even  where 
the  stomach  secretes  acid  largely.    The  effect  of  this  form  of 
poisoning  is  to  exhaust  the  general  nutritive  system,  especially 
the  nutrition  of  the  nerve  centres.    The  nerve  tissue  suffers  very 
much,  and  the  phosphorus  forces  fail,  are  broken  down,  and 
large  amounts  of  phosphorus  are  excreted  by  the  kidneys.  Fre- 
quently, urea  in  great  excess  is  found  in  the  urine ;  as  high  as 
550  grains  a  day  is  excreted,  accampanied  by  oxalate  of  lime  in 
abundance.    This  great  excess  of  urea  betokens  a  very  excessive 
destruction  of  muscle  and  parenchymatous  tissue,  no  doubt  caused 
by  the  depraved  action  of  the  weakened  nerve  centres-r-the  sub- 
ject of  their  influence  becoming  insubordinate  to  their  control. 

The  al>ove  remarks  apply  to  a  greater  extent,  if  possible,  to 
the  inordinate  use  of  coffee  and  tobacco.  The  worst  cases  I  have 
seen  were  caused  by  these  two  latter  articles.    Coffee  has  an 
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inimical  effect  on  the  stomach,  and  a  very  harsh  influence  on  the 

nervous  system.    Its  action  is  not  so  refined  as  tea,  and  its  toxic 

effect  more  harsh  and  violent ;  its  effect  on  the  stomach  much 

greater,  though  on  the  centres  not  so  potent.    Tobacco  has  a 

most  severe  action  on  the  digestive  powers,  and  I  think  it  affects 
the  nervous  system  through  that  source.    It  has  a  marked  effect 
on  the  eyes,  especially  in  smokers.    Tobacco  users  almost  invar- 
iably have  an  irritability  of  the  nervous  system ;  but  the  nervous 
agitation  is  common  to  both  tea  and  coffee.    The  exhaustion  fol- 
lowing the  stimulation  of  them  is  followed  by  a  severe  form  of 
nervous  headache.    In  the  treatment  of  these  cases,  the  first  act 
is  immediate  abandonment  of  the  offending  causes.    This  alone 
frequently  suffices  to  cure  many  cases.    When  the  symptoms  are 
severe,  and  the  nervous  system  much  impaired,  I  have  found  no 
remedy  to  equal  Hypophosphorus  acid.  Often  the  hyperesthesia 
of  the  centres  and  stomach  are  so  great  as  to  need  an  anodyne  to 
quiet  them.    I  think  tea  and  coffee  cause  a  severe  hyperesthesia 
of  these  organs  frequently.    In  such  cases  I  have  found  Caunabis 
indica.,  1*  ,  the  best  remedies.  Ten  drops  in  four  ounces  of  water. 
Dose,  teaspoonful  every  three  to  four  hours.    Bromide  of  pot assa 
and  Ergot  are  excellent  remedies  where  the  centres  suffer  from 
hyperemia.    To  overcome  the  constipation  I  give  the  patients 
drop  doses  of  Hydrastis  Can.    I  prefer  the  fluid  extract  and  ad- 
minister it  in  a  little  water  before  meals.    When  there  is  great 
depression  I  think  the  Bromide  of  Ammonia  is  praferable.  When 
sleeplessness  is  a  marked  symptom  I  have  used  chloral  hydrate  to 
a  good  advantage,  and  am  pleased  with  its  action.    In  rebellions 
cases  do  not  forget  the  Prussiate  of  potassa.    I  cured  one  most 
violently  rebellious  case  with  it  that  was  so  bad  as  to  be  deemed 
hopeless.    I  gave  it  in  water.    The  cure  wrs  rapid  and  perma- 
nent.   The  skin  must  be  kept  clean  with  the  alkaline  bath.  Give 
the  patient  iron  occasionally.    I  prefer  the  tincture — ten  drops 
in  a  little  water.    To  conclude,  I  must  advise  Ergot  in  all  those 
nervous  diseases,  no  matter  how  caused.    The  great  difficulty  is 
hi  getting  a  reliable  article.    I  prefer  the  etherial  fluid  extract. 
This  remedy  seems  to  act  nicely  in  those  cases  where  the  thoracic 
and  cerebral  symptoms  prevail.    Chronic  tea-poisoning  is  a  fre- 
quent cause  of  neuralgia.    In  such  cases  the  poison  of  course  at- 
tacks the  splanchnic  system — the  vaso  motor.   In  these  the  Ergot 
acts  like  a  charm.  D.  D.  Bartholomew. 

Holly,  Mich. 

■ 


Digitized  by  Google 


1882]  AKERICA.NT  0B3KRVKR.  499 


QUEBRACHO  IN  DYSPNCEA. 

Dr.  P.  P.  Shorts,  of  Ludington,  Mich.,  writes  the  following  to 

the  Therapeutic  Gazette  : 

Being  a  reader  of  the  Gazette  and  a  practitioner  of  medicine,  I 
feel  indebted  not  only  to  medical  literature  as  nurtured  by  your 
careful  hands  in  the  columns  of  the  Gazette  but  to  those  patient, 
pains-taking  practitioners  who  through  your  columns  have  so  lib- 
erally' contributed  to  build  up  our  stock  of  therapeutic  knowledge. 
To  redeem  a  long  felt  obligation  and  pay  a  part  of -the  debt,  I  will 
send  you  a  short  report  on  the  action  of  quebracho  in  dyspncea  as 
studied  by  myself  at  the  bedside  of  a  case  of  catarrhal  or  broncho- 
pneumonia in  a  child  two  years  of  age.  Its  general  condition  was 
good  ;  aside  from  the  pulmonary  trouble  there  were  no  evidences 
of  mal-nutrition  or  disease.  Upon  examination  I  found  the  pupils 
strongly  contracted.  General  cyanosis.  First  sound  of  the  heart, 
weak,  breathing  slow  and  difficult,  extremities  cold,  bathed  with  a 
clammy  sweat,  and  all  the  eye  could  see  indicated  immediate  disso- 
lution. Upon  listening  to  the  chest  I  found  upon  both  sides  a 
broncho-vesicular  murmur,  the  bronchial  predominating,  subcrepi- 
tant  and  mucous  rales  generally  distributed  over  the  chest.  Pulse 
scarcely  perceptible,  irregular  and  dicrotic.  The  contracted  pupils, 
slow  breathing,  cold  sweat  and  cyanosis,  suggested  narcotism  by 
opiates  and  upon  enquiry  I  learned  they  had  empbyed  another 
doctor  who  had  told  them  he  was  giving  small  doses  of  morphia  in 
his  cough  mixture,  establishing  beyond  a  doubt  the  fact  that  the 
patient  was  suffering  from  a  medicinal  as  well  as  an  essential  dis- 
ease. My  first  thought  was  quebracho  with  nux  and  belladonna, 
alternately.  The  latter  to  antagonise  the  morphia  and  stimulate 
the  respiratory  nerve  centres,  and  the  former  for  its  supposed  ef- 
fect in  dyspncea.  In  addition  to  tbese  1  exposed  its  breast  and 
poured  upon  it  from  a  height  ice  cold  water  which  caused  an  invol- 
untary respiratory  act,  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  force  of  the 
heart  s  contraction  and  a  perceptible  change  for  the  better.  As 
soon  as  my  patient  rallied  from  the  ill  effects  of  the  narcotic  I  re- 
solved to  give  the  quebracho  alone,  with  a  view  of  testing  its  virtue 
in  the  dyspncea  which  still  continued.  I  gave  it  in  two  to  four 
drop  doses  every  half  hour  and  found  that  the  cyanosis  which  was 
still  marked  gradually  passed  away.  The  circulation  greatly  im- 
proved, intellectual  faculties  became  normal,  kidneys  and  bowels 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


500  AMERICAN  OBSERVER.  [Nov. 

« 

operated  nicely  and  a  speedy  and  complete  recovery  seemed  certain. 
The  effects  upon  the  arterial  system  were  those  peculiar  to  a  posi- 
tive tonic,  such  as  not  only  excites  the  motor  tracts  of  the  brain 
and  spine  but  the  vaso-motor  centres  of  the  ganglionic  system  and 
medulla  oblongata.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  its  action  is  that 
of  an  excitant  of  the  rythmical ly  discharging  centres  thereby  in- 
creasing their  ability  to  generate  and  discharge  the  kinetic  force 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  function  of  the  respiratory  and  circula- 
tory systems,  thereby  increasing  tissue  change  in  those  centres  by 
a  more  thorough  oxidation  of  the  blood  and  elimination  of  carbonic 
acid  by  the  lungs.  Hypothetical  ly  we  might  look  for  properties 
(physiological)  similar  to  strychina  in  its  action  upon  the  respira- 
tory and  circulatory  centres  and  similar  to  belladonna  as  a  physi- 
ological antidote  to  opium.  You  will  pardon  my  digression  and 
we  will  return  to  our  case.  The  dyspnoea  disappeared  for  about  40 
hours,  when  it  again  returned,  and  gradually  grew  worse  until  on 
the  14th  day,  death  closed  the  scene  in  spite  of  quebracho  or  any- 
thing we  could  do.  I  have  always  thought  that  if  the  drug  had 
been  given  before  extensive  collapse  of  pulmonary  lobules  had 
tuken  place,  my  patient  would  have  been  saved  and  I  should  have 
enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  new  remedy  fill  a  place  in  the 
materia  medica,  so  long  vacant  for  it. 


ANTI-PYRETJCS  A  FAILURE. 

The  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  says  : 

Physiological  medicine  received  a  strong  support  a  few  years 
ago  from  the  discovery  that  alcohol,  quinia,  and  some  other  agents, 
had  the  effect  of  loweiing  the  temperature  of  the  body  when  they 
were  administered  internally.  This  proved  them  to  be  anti-pyret- 
ics,  and  they  were  at  once  extensively  applied  to  the  treatment  of 
fevers.  Dr.  Todd,  of  London,  pushed  the  alcohol  treatment  and  was 
followed  largely  in  Europe  and  America.  It  was  not  difficult  to 
induce  patients  in  general  to  take  it.  In  the  course  of  time  the 
practical  results  ceased  to  be  favorable,  and  the  alcohol  treatment 
was  well  nigh  abandoned.  Quinia  followed  on  the  heels  ot  alcohol, 
its  habitual  and  continued  administration  in  fevers  being  initiated 
by  the  German  school.  But  a  few  years  of  trial  brought  disap- 
pointment, and  the  quinine  treatment  of  levers  began  to  wane. 
Our  own  experience  and  observation  have  been  uniformly  hostile 
to  the  prolonged  use  of  quinia,  especially  in  children.  In  many 
cases  there  may  be  an  advantage  in  making  an  impression  by  15  or 
20  grains  sulph.  quinine  in  a  day,  for  one  or  two  days.  Then 
other  agents  of  known  utility  should  be  substituted — for  the  terra 
anti-pyretic  has  a  wide  range  of  application,  and  includes  many  ar- 
ticles known  as  refrigerants  and  arterial  sedatives.    The  view  we 


Digitized  by  Google 


1882]  THERAPEUTICS.  501 

here  present  is  extending  rapidly  among  practiti  mers.  We  agree 
fully  with  Dr.  Graillard,  in  his  Medical  Journal,  when  he  condemns 
the  treatment  of  fevers  by  alcohol,  quinine,  and  the  salicylate  salts, 
though  we  cannot  see  the  propriety  of  regarding  these  agents  as 
proper  representatives  of  the  entire  class  of  anti-pyretics.  The 
authorities  referred  to  by  him  are  worthy  of  note,  and  we  therefore 
append  them  : 

Hankel,  of  Leipsic,  a  pupil  of  Wunderlich,  and  one  who  has 
done  his  part  in  disseminating  the  anti-pyretic  theories,  now  says 
he  has  been  "  at  last  forced  to  admit  that  although  anti-pyretics 
may  lower  the  temperature,  they  prolong  the  disease"  In  France, 
the  same  is  asserted  by  Hirtz,  Cobberts  and  others.  In  England, 
Dr.  William  Jenner,  consulting  physician  to  the  University  Col- 
lege Hospital,  says  of  the  anti-pyretic  treatment :  M  Neither  my 
own  limited  experience,  nor  the  evidence  adduced  by  others  in  its 
favor,  has  carried  conviction  to  my  mind  of  its  advantages."  And 
of  quinine  and  salicylate  of  soda,  he  has  been  disappointed  in  their 
effects  as  reducers  of  temperature,  while  he  has  seen  both  occasion- 
ally do  irreparable  damage  by  disturbing  the  stomach  and  interfer- 
ing with  digestion.  Dr.  Bristow,  in  the  British  Journal  of  Med- 
ical Science,  says  of  quinine  and  salicylate  of  soda:  "I  must 
confess  that  my  experience  of  their  use  has  not  impressed  me 
favorably.*" 

Prof.  Kleps  quotes  Straube,  Fraentzel  and  others,  in  regard  to 
epidemics  of  typhoid  fever  of  unusual  gravity  (but  without  much 
rise  of  temperature),  and  insists  that  so  much  attention  to  temper- 
ature is  not  justifiable. 

Dr.  Austin  Flint,  who  has  given  the  anti-pyretic  treatment  no 
small  amount  of  attention,  does  not  speak  of  it  favorably,  as  tar  as 
his  experience  goes.  u  It  neither  iucreased  nor  diminished  the  fa- 
tility  over  the  ordinary  mode/'  is  the  most  he  could  say  ;  those 
that  would  die  without  anti-pyretic  treatment,  died  with  anti-py- 
retic treatment,  and  it  neither  increased  nor  diminished  the  fatality 
over  the  ordinary  mode. 


Obesity  and  its  Treatment  (Medical  Record).— Ebstein,  of 
Wiesbaden,  describes  a  new  dietetic  method  for  the  relief  of  obesity. 
*  He  does  not  believe  in  "  Bantingism,"  and  states  that  it  produces 
inanition  which  may  be  injurious.  Dr.  Ebstein  contends  that  a 
diet  of  albuminous  and  fatty  matter  tends  to  check  deposit  of  fat, 
and  that  it  is  the  sugars  and  starches  which  are  to  be  left  out  in  an 
anti-fat  regimen.  He  gives  bread,  however,  and  green  vegetables, 
peas  and  beans,  but  no  potatoes.  The  addition  of  fat  to  the  diet- 
list  has  the  advantage  that  it  produces  satiety  sooner  and  the  pa- 
tient does  not  eat  so  much. 
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POLYGONUM  HYDROPIPEROIDES. 

( Water  PepperSmartweed). 

The  Medical  News  says: — American  physicians  seem  hardly 
to  appreciate  the  wealth  ol  resources  contained  in  our  indigenous 
materia  medica.  The  hydropiper  is  an  illustration.  This  remedy 
is  not  even  mentioned  in  our  pharmacopoeia.  Yet  the  late  Dr. 
Eberle,  in  his  work  on  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics — in  its 
day  a  deservedly  popular  treatise — s peaks  of  it  as  the  most  active 
and  certain  of  the  emmenagogues.  The  late  Prof.  M.  B.  Wright, 
of  Cincinnati,  held  it  in  equal  estimation,  and  during  his  long  ca- 
reer prescribed  it  often  with  remarkable  success. 

There  is  a  curious  history  connected  with  the  introduction  of  this 
drug  into  medical  practice.  Dr.  Eberle  obtained  his  knowledge  of 
it  from  a  country  practitioner,  who  made  it  the  subject  of  his  the- 
sis as  a  candidate  for  the  doctorate,  at  the  medical  school  where 
Eberle  then  held  the  chair  of  practice.  Successful  experience  with 
it  induced  him  to  give  an  account  of  its  actions  and  uses  in  his 
therapeutical  treatise,  but  he  does  not  state  the  source  of  hia  in- 
formation. 

The  activity  of  this  drug  is  due  probably  to  the  presence  of 
polygenic  acid,  which  is  contained  in  its  congener.  Polygonum  hy- 
dropiper. It  has  very  decided  stimulant,  even  vesicating  property, 
when  rubbed  into  the  skin,  whence  its  common  name — smartuwd. 
As  an  emmenagogue,  it  is  indicated  in  states  of  anaemia,  functional 
torpor  of  the  ovaries  and  uterus  due  to  systemic  depression,  and 
is  contra-indicated  in  the  condition  of  plethora.  It  should  be  given 
for  several  days  before  the  time  for  the  menstrual  raolimen  to  be- 
gin. It  need  hardly  be  stated  that  the  non-existence  of  pregnancy 
should  be  assured  before  prescribing  this  or  any  other  uterine  and 
ovarian  stimulant. 

Whilst  the  water  pepper  is  thus  indicated  in  anaemia  and  func- 
tional depression,  its  power  to  stimulate  the  uterine  circulation 
renders  it  useful  in  menrorhagia,  and  in  metrorrhagia  due  to  relaxa- 
tion of  the  uterine  vessels.  Sub-involution  of  the  passive  kind, 
with  a  sluggish  circulation,  cold  hands  and  feet,  and  general  depres- 
sion, are  also  benefited  by  this  remedy. 

Viburnum  Prunifolium  (Medical  Record).— Dr.  0.  E.  Her- 
rick,  in  commenting  upon  the  occasional  toxic  effects  of  viburnum 
prunifolium  (dryness  of  mouth,  dimness  of  vision,  dizziness,  etc.), 
says  :  '*  Next  to  ergot  I  place  more  dependence  upon  viburnum  in 
the  treatment  of  diseases  of  females  than  any  other  agent  for  internal 
administration.  Its  action  is  not  limited  to  the  prevention  of  mis- 
carriage by  any  means,  but  it  is  alike  applicable  in  cases  of  uterine 
engorgement,  ovarian  irritation,  and  numerous  other  conditions  of 
the  female  sexual  organs." 
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New  Tests  op  Albumen  in  the  Urine  {Medical  Record). — 
Dr.  Wm.  Roberts  states  that  a  very  delicate  test  for  urine  is  a  sat- 
urated solution  of  common  salt  to  which  is  added  five  per  cent, 
of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid.  This  gives  a  white  precipitate  with  al- 
buminous urine,  which  precipitate  is  not  coagulated  albumen,  how- 
ever, but  a  soluble  form  of  this  proteid.  Dr.  Roberts  adds  in  Lan- 
cet: 11  I  have  carried  about  with  me  for  some  months  past  a  little 
pocket  case  (which  is  only  a  stiff-backed  cigar  case)  which  T  have 
found  a  useful  and  save  clinical  companion.  It  contains  a  book  of 
litmus  papers  ;  a  narrow  corked  phial  filled  with  acidulated  brine  : 
a  test-tube  charged  with  Cooper  s  pellets  of  the  solid  Fehling's 
test,  guarded  with  an  india-rubber  stopper  ;  and,  lastly,  an  empty 
test-tube,  also  provided  with  a  cork.  This  compact  arrangement 
furnishes  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  reaction  of  the  urine,  and 
of  testing  it  in  the  most  delicate  manner  for  albumen  and  sugar. 
The  empty  test-tube  also  serves  to  carry  home  a  specimen  of  the 
urine  for  further  and  more  minute  examination. 

Mr.  Guy  Neville  Stephen,  in  the  same  journal,  states  that  the 
best  test  for  albumen  is  a  double  iodide  of  mercury  aud  potassium 
with  acetic  acid.  The  urine  is  first  acidulated  with  the  acid,  then 
the  double  iodide  is  added.  This  will  give  a  precipitate  when  there 
is  only  five  centigrammes  of.albumen  to  a  litre  of  water.  The  for- 
mula for  a  precipitating  solution  which  also  gives  quantitive  re- 
sults is  as  follows  : 

s        R.    Potassii  iodid  3.22  grammes. 

Hydrarg.  bichlorid  1.34  gramme. 

Aqiue  destillat.  .q.  s.  ad.  100.00  cub.  cent. 

M.  One  drop  of  this,  from  a  pipette  giving  a  drop  of  five  cen- 
tigrammes, precipitates  0.005  grammes  of  albumen. 

Thk  Diagnosis  ok  Syphilides  (Lancet).— The  diagnosis  of 
syphilides  is  not  at  all  times  an  easy  matter,  and  any  contribution 
to  the  literature  of  the  subject  will  always  be  acceptable.  Dr. 
Mauriac,  Physician  to  the  Hospital  du  Midi,  the  well-known  hos- 
pital for  venereal  affections  in  the  male,  delivered  a  very  interesting 
lecture  on  the  subject  which  may  be  summarized  as  follows  :  In 
giving  a  description  of  the  topography  of  syphilides,  Dr.  Mauriac 
observed  that  their  distribution  on  the  different  regions  of  the  body 
presents  certain  peculiarities  which  are  not  found  in  other  attec- 
^  tions  of  the  skin.  Erythematous  syphilide  is  found  principally  on 
4  the  trunk  and  flanks,  on  the  inner  parts  of  the  limbs,  and  on  the 
flexor  more  than  on  the  exterior  aspect.  The  papular  form  has  its 
Beat  of  predilection  on  the  face,  the  ala?  of  the  nose,  and  on  the 
forehead  at  the  roots  of  the  hair,  the  upper  part  of  the  neck,  the 
trunk,  and  on  the  limbs  in  all  directions.  The  scaly  forms,  with 
all  their  varieties,  invade  principally  the  palms  of  the  hands  and 
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the  soles  of  the  feet.  Pustular  syphilides,  superficial  or  impetigi- 
nous, affect  the  scalp,  the  beard,  and.  in  general,  the  regions  cov- 
ered with  hair.  Ecthyma  and  rupia  attack  by  preference  the 
limbs,  principally  the  lower  limbs.  As  for  tubercular  eruptions, 
they  are  disseminated  all  over  the  body.  Thus,  it  may  be  seen 
that  syphilitic  eruptions  may  affect  the  entire  cutaneous  covering 
of  the  body.  There  are,  however,  some  parts  of  it  which  would 
seem  to  form  exceptions  to  this  rule,  such  as,  for  instance,  the  cla- 
vicular and  sternal  regions,  where  simple  parasitic  eruptions  are  so 
common.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  back  of  the  hand,  and  this 
remark  is  particularly  applicable  to  the  exanthemata.  Papulo- 
squamous eruptions  are  never  seen  on  the  limbs  on  the  extensor 
surface,  at  least  systematically,  as  is  the  case  with  one  of  the  most 
common  and  most  typical  of  non-syphilitic  eruptions,  psoriasis. 
The  natural  orifices,  the  commissures  of  the  lips,  isthmus  of  the 
fauces,  orifices  of  the  nostrils,  the  vulva,  and  anus,  are  the  seat  of 
predilection  of  the  earlier  syphilitic  eruptions,  and,  among  others, 
mucous  patches  are  there  particularly  noticed.  The  circular  forms 
of  simple  erythema  may  be  found  on  all  parts  of  the  body  ;  whereas 
the  same  forms  of  erythemato-papulous  syphilides  affect  by  prefer- 
ence the  chin,  the  cheeks,  forehead,  the  neighborhood  of  the  anter- 
ior and  internal  parts  of  the  limbs,  and  the  buttocks.  The  syphil- 
ides appearing  later  and  effecting  the  tissues  deeply  are  generally 
situated  on  the  nose,  lips,  scalp,  the  sternal  and  clavicular  regions, 
the  buttocks,  and  more  frequently  on  the  legs  near  the  joints  than 
on  the  thighs. 

Precautions  to  be  Taken  as  Regards  Typhoid  Fever  [Gaz. 
Hepdomadaire — Medical  News). —  The  Jiygienic  Council  of  the 
French  Academie  de  Medecine  have  drawn  up  the  following  in- 
structions to  be  observed  when  the  presence  of  typhoid  fever  is 
recognized  : 

L  Isolation. — The  patient  should  be  isolated  so  far  as  possible 
from  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  house  ;  if  complete  isolation  is 
not  possible,  the  patient  should  be  taken  to  a  hospital.  If  the 
patient  remains  in  his  home,  only  those  persons  who  minister  to 
his  wants  should  have  access  to  his  chamber,  while  all  children 
should  be  rigidly  excluded.  Nurses  should  wash  in  carbolized 
water,  one  per  cent. 

2.  Aeration  of  the  chamber.— A  room  should  be  selected  which 
can  be  readily  aired.  The  hangings,  curtains  and  carpets  should  be 
removed,  and  the  bed  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  room. 

3.  Disinfection  of  the  evactiation. — All  the  ejecta  of  the  pa- 
tient, before  being  thrown  out,  should  be  thoroughly  disinfected 
with  a  solution  of  chloride  of  zinc,  20  per  cent.  The  privies  into 
which  the  evacuations  are  thrown  should  also  be  flushed  with  this 
solution. 
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4.  Disinfection  of  clothing. — All  the  patient's  body  and  bed 
clothing  before  being  removed  from  the  room  should  be  plunged 
into  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  5,  per  cent.,  and  then  immediately 
washed. 

5.  Disinfection  of  the  room. — After  the  death  or  cure  of  the 
patient,  charcoal  should  be  burnt  in  the  room  with  sublimed  sul- 
phur, and  the  chamber  should  then  be  closed  for  twenty-four 
hours.  The  chamber  should  then  be  washed  with  carbolized 
water,  and  not  re-occupied  until  it  has  been  freely  aired  for  at  least 
&  week.  _ . 

Artificial  Feeding  of  Infants  (Medical  Times  and  Gazette). 
— Dr.  Tarnier  recently  read  an  interesting  communication  on  the 
above  subject  before  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Paris.  Although 
artificial  feeding  is  censiderably  less  common,  we  believe,  in  Eng- 
land and  this  country  than  in  France,  nevertheless  there  is  far  too 
much  of  it ;  and  the  high  rate  of  mortality  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  is  unquestionably  very  largely  due  to  the  want  of  care  in 
the  choice  and  the  employment  of  artificial  foods  during  infancy. 

Owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  artificial  feeding  in 
France,  the  Academy  placed  the  subject  among  its  prize  questions 
in  the  year  1878  ;  but  nothing  very  definite  resulted  from  the  six- 
teen essays  which  were  sent  in — partly  on  account  of  the  uncer- 
tainty that  prevails  as  to  which  is  the  best  milk  to  use  for  the 
purpose.  The  milk  of  the  ass,  of  the  goat,  and  of  the  cow  are  the 
most  employed.  M.  Tarnier  contends  that  the  milk  of  the  ass 
most  nearly  resembles,  chemically,  that  of  a  woman,  and  has  been 
used  for  a  long  time  past,  although  not,  indeed,  extensively. 

He  urged  on  the  Academy  the  need  of  initiating  reform  in  this 
matter,  ana  concluded  his  paper  by  formulating  certain  proposals, 
from  which  w«*  select  the  following  : 

1.  The  life  of  young  infants  can  only  be  preserved  by  mater- 
nal nursing.  This  must,  therefore,  be  encouraged  by  every  means 
in  our  power. 

2.  If  the  mother's  milk  is  insufficient,  it  may  be  supplemented 
by  other  food. 

3.  Suckling  by  a  wet-nurse  is  favorable  for  the  nursling,  but 
detrimental  to  the  nurse's  own  child. 

4.  Artificial  milk  is  much  inferior  to  maternal  milk  :  its  use 
is  always  surrounded  by  considerable  difficulties,  however  we  may 
try  to  avoid  them,  and  whatever  milk  we  use.  It  should  never  be 
had  recourse  to  except  when  essentially  necessary. 

5.  To  solve  many  of  the  difficulties  inherent  to  the  subject  it 
would  be  well  for  the  Academy  to  undertake  an  experimental  in- 
quiry. The  subject  is  one  of  great  interest,  and  as  pressing  in  large 
cities  in  England  as  in  Paris. 
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MONOTROPA  UN  I  FLORA  AND  PARASITIC  PLANTS. 


Precautions  to  be  Taken  as  Regards  Typhoi'  is  another  side 
Hepdomadaire— Medical  News). —  The  hygienic  Ctfd  juice  taken 
French  Academie  de  Medecine  have  drawn  np  the  pnandepilep- 
st  ructions  to  be  observed  when  the  presence  of  typt*  gives  an  m- 
recognized  :  ation  or*  the 

L  Isolation. — The  patient  should  be  isolated  so  far  stem  of  the 
from  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  house  ;  if  complete  Lstimony  is 
not  possible,  the  patient  should  be  taken  to  a  hospittffhieh  may 
patient  remains  in  his  home,  only  those  persons  who  ffl  can  ()nly 


should  be  rigidly  excluded.  Nurses  should  wash  in  i&ua  toxi- 
water,  one  per  cent.  }'  be  Rcg- 

2.  Aeration  of  the  chamber. — A  room  should  be  select* 

can  be  readily  aired.  The  hangings,  curtains  and  carpets  sf*  requir- 
removed,  and  the  bed  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  room.     1  parasit- 

3.  Disinfection  iff  the  evacuation. — All  the  ejecta  of  >f  which 
tient,  before  "being  thrown  out,  should  be  thoroughly  d»«™t  be- 
with  a  solution  of  chloride  of  zinc,  20  per  eent.  The  pri«r  plants 
which  the  evacuations  are  thrown  should  also  be  flushed  *ne  which 


chamber,  while  al4  have  not 


solution. 


se  having 
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green  leaves  and  those  in  which  the  leaves  are  reduced  to  mere 
scales,  ot  a  yellow,  red  or  brown  color,  sometimes  colorless.  The 
Mistletoe  is  an  example  of  the  first  and  the  Dodder,  or  Monotropa, 
of  the  second.  Now  the  Mistletoe,  though  a  true  parasite,  takes 
the  crude  ascending  sap  of  the  branch  into  its  own  system  and  re- 
duces it  to  its  wants,  bv  the  aid  of  the  chlorophyll  of  the  leaves. 
But  in  the  case  of  the  Dodder,  or  the  Monotropa,  the  fully  elabo- 
rated matter  only  is  used.  And  as  chloryphyll  is  used  only  for 
the  purpose  of  the  elaboration  of  the  crude  food  of  the  plant,  when 
this  food  is  found  already  prepared  and  is  used  by  parasites,  they 
have  no  need  of  the  chloropnyll.  The  question  then  arises,  what 
was  the  cause  of  the  plant  assuming  a  parasitic  habit?  Sachs  says 
that  according  to  the  theory  of  descent,  those  parasites  "which 
contain  no  chlorophyll  are  the  transformed  descendents  of  leafy 
ancestors  which  did  form  chlorophyll,  but  which  gradually  became 
accustome  to  take  up  the  assimilated  food  mgterials  of  other  plants 
or  other  available  products  of  decomposition;  and  the  more  they 
did  this  the  less  needful  did  it  become  for  the  plants  themselves  to 
assimilate.  The  green  leaves,  therefore,  became  meaningless,  and 
ceased  to  form  chlorophyll;  but  without  chlorophyll  the  leaves  were 
little  or  no  service  to  the  new  formation,  and  therefore,  as  little 
substance  as  possible  was  employed  in  their  development,  and  they 
gradually  degenerated.'1 

This  is  very  true,  but  it  still  leaves  us  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
cause  of  the  assumption  of  the  parasitic  habit,  and  we  are  likely  to 
remain  in  the  dark.  There  is  a  species  of  Mistletoe  belonging  to 
the  genus,  Arceuthobium,  which  has  viscid  seeds,  so  viscid  that  bird 
lime  is  made  from  them.  Now  birds  do  not  like  these  seeds,  but  by 
becoming  ^attached  to  the  feathers,  the  plant  may  become  widely 
distributed*  but  besides  the  viscidity,  it  has  a  power  of  being  shot  k 
out  of  the  "endocarp"  for  a  considerable  distance,  and  is  thus  read- 
ily distributed.  The  seeds  of  Phoradendron  nave  no  power  of  pro- 
jection, and  why  two  genera  otherwise  closely  allied  are  yet  so  dif- 
ferent, is  a  matter  for  speculation.  In  this  connection,  some  re- 
marks by  Mr.  Meehan,  (Phila.  Acad.  Pro.)  may  be  of  interest:  "Did 
Arceuthobium  at  one  time  exist  when  or  where  there  were  no  birds, 
and  had  it  to  depend  on  the  projection  alone  for  its  distributing 
power,  and  is  the  viscidity  a  later  development  ?  Did  Phoradend- 
ron once  possess  this  power,  and  has  it  abandoned  it  from  having, 
through  the  ages,  found  out  that  it  travels  well  enough  without  its 
exercise?  Or  is  it.  rather,  that  nature  loves  to  aim  expressly  at 
variety,  and  is  continually  exhibiting  her  power  to  accomplish  the 
same  end  by  a  wonderful  variety  of  means?  But  whatever  may 
be  thought  of  the  various  theories  of  development,  and  the  laws  of 
final  causes  which  may  have  operated  to  produce  changes,  there  can 
be  but  little  doubt  but  parasitism  is  an  acquired  habit,  and  the  en- 
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deavor  to  find  out  what  these  plants  were  and  how  they  behaved 
before  they  were  parasites,  is  fast  becoming  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting of  biological  studies." 

bince  the  above  was  written,  an  idea  has  occurred  to  me  which 
may  be  worthy  of  consideration.  It  is  in  regard  to  the  anomalous 
conduct  of  the  parasitic  Cuscuta,  when  compared  with  the  other 
members  of  the  family.  The  majority  of  the  plants  of  the  Convol- 
vulacea?  are  twiners  and  creepers.  Cuscuta  is  ot  the  former.  Now, 
suppose  that  the  ancestors  of  the  °enus  merely  had  the  habit  of  the 
Morning  Glory,  or  the  Cypress  Vine,  and  climbed  and  twined  over 
plants  as  they  do;  suppose  by  any  accident,  that  after  twining  closer 
than  usual  about  the  stem  ot  the  plant  upon  which  it  was  fastened, 
it  caused  the  decay  of  that  part  of  the  stem  immediately  beneath 
it.  Would  it  not  have  a  tendency  to  send  into  this  decayed  spot 
rootlets  or  suckers?  Suppose  this  to  be  the  case,  and  that  it  was 
enabled  by  this  means  to  mature  its  seeds  sooner  than  the  plants 
which  had  not  sent  ihe  suckers  into  the  stem,  and  that  they  had 
a  better  chance  to  develop  than  thousands  of  other  seeds.  The 
progeny  of  the  plant  with  the  suckers  would,  in  all  probability, 
through  the  laws  of  inheritance,  have  a  tendency  to  the  same  habit  of 
producing  suckers.  This,  if  it  proved  beneficial  in  any  way,  would  in 
the  course  of  generations  become  a  firmly  established  habit.  And 
if,  from  the  first,  by  simply  producing  a  few  suckers,  it  gradually 
sent  more  and  more,  it  would  finally  reach  the  time  when  its  con- 
nection with  the  earth  would  not  be  necessary  any  longer  than  to 
afford  it  a  means  of  germination.  The  green  leaves  would,  of  course, 
in  the  meantime,  be  degenerating  more  and  more,  and  becoming 
smaller  and  smaller,  until  at  last  they  disappeared,  and  as  a  result, 
we  have  produced  the  parasite  as  we  now  find  it. 

*Notk. — The  substance  of  tills  article  was  read  before  the  Cincinnati  Society  of 
Natural  History,  October  3, 1882.  aud  was  illustrated  by  a  large  bunch  of  Monotropa  un- 
lflora,  and  some  dried  specimens  of  other  parasites.  Ther*  were  seventy  -seven  speci- 
mens In  the  bunch  of  Monotropa,  and  I  have  since  examined  it  to  try  and  discover  if 
any  connection  existed  between  its  roots  and  the  mass  of  roots  around  and  among 
which  It  was  growing.  I  was  unable  to  detect  the  slightest  connection.  Although  the 
roots  of  the  Monotropa  formed  a  large  mass,  and  In  some  Instances  surrounded  the  4b- 
rous  roots  of  the  tree  under  which  It  was  found  growing.  In  no  case  did  It  appear  that 
the  rootlets  of  the  supposed  parasite  had  penetrated  Into  the  rootlets  of  the  tree. 

The  mass  of  roots  resembled  the  mycelium  of  a  fungus  more  thaa  anything  else, 
and  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  at  that  period  of  the  life  of  the  plant  at  least.  It  drew 
its  noulrshment  entirely  from  the  decaying  vegetable  matter  amidst  which  It  giew. 
Whether  at  a  previous  period  It  was  connected  with  the  rootlets  of  the  tree,  I  cannot,  . 
of  course,  say,  but  apdearances  are  against  it. 

The  Fresh  Air  Fund.— By  far  the  largest  and  most  success- 
ful season  in  the  history  of  the  Fresh  Air  Fund  has  just  been 
brought  to  a  satisfactory  close,  and  the  results  are  reported  in  the 
Tribune.  A  fortnight's  vacation  was  given  to  5.599  poor  people 
from  the  city  ;  3,944  were  received  as  guests  by  the  people  in  the 
country,  and  for  1,655  board  was  paid.  The  total  cost  was  $21,- 
556.01,  being  an  average  of  12.85  per  child.  The  work  of  the  Fresh 
Air  Fund  began  in  18  <  7,  with  only  seventy  beneficiaries. 
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A  Breath  of  Fire  {Michigan  Medical  News).— Dr.  L.  C. 
Woodman,  of  Paw  Paw,  Mich.,  contributes  the  following  interest- 
ing though  incredible  observation  :  I  have  a  singular  phenome- 
non in  the  shape  of  a  young  man  living  here,  that  I  have  studied 

with  much  interest,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  his  peculiar  power 
demonstrates  that  electricity  is  the  nerve  force  beyond  dispute. 
His  name  is  Wm.  Underwood,  aged  27  years,  and  his  gift  is  that 
o{  generating  fire  through  the  medium  of  his  breath,  assisted  by 
manipulations  with  his  hands.  He  will  take  anybody's  handker- 
chief, and  hold  it  to  his  mouth,  and  rub  it  vigorously  with  his 
hands  while  breathing  on  it,  and  immediately  it  oursts  into  flames 
and  burns  until  consumed.  He  will  strip,  and  rinse  out  his  mouth 
thoroughly,  wash  his  hands,  and  submit  to  the  most  rigid  exami- 
nation to  preclude  the  possibility  of  any  humbug,  and  then  by  his 
breath  blown  upon  any  paper  or  cloth,  envelop  it  in  flame.  He 
will,  when  out  gunning  and  without  matches,  desirous  of  a  fire, 
lie  down  after  collecting  dry  leaves,  and  by  breathing  on  them 
start  the  fire  and  then  coolly  take  off  his  wet  stockings  and  dry 
them.  It  is  impossible  to  persude  him  to  do  it  more  than  twice  in  a 
day,  and  the  effort  is  attendant  with  the  most  extreme  exhaustion. 
He  will  sink  into  a  chair  after  doing  it,  and  on  one  occasion,  after  he 
had  a  newspaper  on  tire  as  narrated,  I  placed  my  hand  on  his  head 
and  discovered  his  scalp  to  be  violently  twitching  as  if  under  in- 
tense excitement.  He  will  do  it  any  time,  no  matter  where  he  is, 
under  any  circumstances,  and  I  have  repeatedly  known  of  his  sitting 
back  from  the  dinner  table,  taking  a  swallow  of  water,  and  by 
blowing  on  his  napkin,  at  once  set  it  on  fire,  He  is  ignorant,  and 
says  that  he  first  discovered  his  strange  power  by  inhaling  and  ex- 
haling: on  a  perfumed  handkerchief  that  suddenly  burned  while  in 
his  hands.  It  is  certainly  no  humbug,  but  what  is  it?  Does 
physiology  give  a  like  instance,  and  if  so,  where? 

Lows. — Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  pays  the  following 
tribute  to  Prof.  Louis  in  the  Boston  Medical  Journal:  "  He 
taught  ns  who  followed  him  the  love  of  truth,  the  habit  of  pas- 
sionless listening  to  the  teachings  Of  nature,  the  most  careful  and 
searching  methods  of  observation,  and  the  sure  means  of  getting 
at  the  results  to  be  obtained  from  them  in  the  constant  employ- 
ment of  accurate  tabulation.  He  was  not  a  showy,  or  eloquent, 
or  a  very  generally  popular  man,  though  the  favorite,  almost  the 
idol,  of  many  students,  especially  Genevese  or  Bostonians.  But 
he  was  a  man  of  lofty  and  admirable  scientific  character,  and  his 
work  will  endure  in  its  influences  long  after  his  name  is  lost  sight 
of  save  to  the  faded  eyes  of  the  student  of  medical  literature." 
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Liabilities  fob  Injury  to  Patients  During  Opebatiohs 

(Scientific  American). — The  decision  of  Judge  Me  Adam,  in  a  recent 

suit  before  the  Marine  Court  of  New  York,  brought  by  Thomas  J. 

Kelly  against  the  dentist  Col  ton,  to  recover  for  injuries  caused  by 

allowing  a  piece  of  tooth,  which  was  being  extracted,  to  drop 

down  the  plaintiff's  throat  while  he  was  under  the  influence  of 

laughing-gas,  is  one  full  of  importance,  not  only  to  dentists  but  to 

general  surgeons  as  well.    It  is  alleged  that  the  piece  of  tooth 

slipped  from  the  forceps,  and  for  four  weeks  thereafter  the  plaintiff 
was  troubled  with  a  cough  until  he  finally  expectorated  the  piece. 
The  court  held  that  while  a  patient  was  under  the  influence  of  an 
anaesthetic  which  deprived  him  of  the  use  of  his  faculties  the  oper- 
ator was  bound  to  exercise  the  highest  professional  skill  and  dili- 
gence to  avoid  every  possible  danger,  and  in  this  case  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  court  that  the  circumstances  shown  were  sufficient 
to  carry  the  case  to  the  jury  on  the  question  of  negligence. 

The  judgment  appealed  from  was  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  for 
$500  damages,  and  this  judgment  was  affirmed  by  the  present  de- 
cision. 

Taenia  in"  a  Child  Seven  Months  Old  (Ann.  de  Gyn.)— Dr. 
Schopft  communicates  this  excessively  rare  case,  occurring  in  a  fe- 
male child  only  seven  months  old,  in  whose  fasces  the  proglottis  of 
the  taenia  eircumerina-elliptica  were  found.  According  to  the  most 
recent  researches,  the  cysticerci  of  this  taenia  are  found  in  dogs' 
lice,  and  the  dogs  become  infected  by  swallowing  the  parasites. 
Consequently  the  appearance  of  this  parasite  can  only  be  explained 
in  persons  who  are  brought  into  close  contact  with  dogs.  In  the 
case  reported  it  was  found  that  the  child  had  been  accustomed  to 
play  with  a  dog  affected  with  some  skin  disease  accompanied  by  fal- 
ling of  the  hair. 

HYDROi»HOBiA.-It  is  reported  that  Mr.  John  Cavanaugh  died  in  Phil 
adelphia  recently  of  hydrophobia.  The  only  cause  was  that  he  had 
been  twice  bitten  within  little  more  than  twelve  months,  once  on  the 
calf  of  the  leg  and  again  on  the  thumb.  Neither  of  the  dogs  was  sup- 
posed, so  far  as  he  knew,  to  be  mad;  and  the  wound  in  each  case  healed 
and  gave  him  no  trouble  afterward. 

It  is  not  well  to  allow  wounds  of  this  kind  to  heal.  We  have  found 
it  better  to  apply  caustic  and  then  poultice,  keeping  each  sore  as  a  run- 
ning ulcer  for  a  month. 

Absurd. — We  wrote  "  absurdly  large  "  but  the  printers  make 
us  say  **  absolutely  large  M  on  last  line  of  page  488. 
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A  DOCTOR'S  STORY. 


Mrs.  Rogers  lav  in  hei  bed, 
Bandaged  and  blistered  from  foot  to  head, 
Bandaged  and  blistered  from  head  to  toe, 
Mrs.  Rogers  was  very  low. 
Bottle  and  saucer,  spoon  and  cup, 
On  the  table  stood  bravelv  up  ; 
Physic  of  high  and  low  degree  ; 
Calomel,  catnip,  boneset  tea — 
Everything  a  body  could  bear. 
Excepting  light  and  water  and  air. . 

I  opened  the  blinds  ;  the  dajr  was  bright, 
And  God  gave  Mrs.  Rogers  some  light. 
I  opened  the  window  ;  the  day  was  fair, 
And  God  gave  Mrs.  Rogers  some  air. 
Bottles  and  blisters,  powders  and  pills, 
Catnip,  boneset,  sirup  and  squills. 
Drugs  and  medicines,  high  and  low, 
T  threw  them  as  far  as  I  could  throw, 
*"  What  are  you  doing!"  my  patient  cried  ; 
"Frightening  death,'  I  coolly  replied, 
M  You  are  crazy  P1  a  visitor  said  ; 
I  flung  a  bottle  at  her  head. 

Deacon  Rogers  he  came  to  me  ; 
u  Wife  is  a  comin'  round,"  said  he, 
"  I  re'lly  think  she  will  worry  through  ; 
She  scolds  me  just  as  she  used  to  do. 
All  the  people  have  poohed  and  slurred — 
And  the  neighbors  have  had  their  word  ; 
'Twas  better  to  perish,  some  of  'em  say, 
Than  to  be  cured  in  such  an  irregular  way." 

"  Your  wife,"  said  I,  ''had  God's  good  care, 
And  his  remedies — light  and  water  and  air, 
All  the  doctors,  beyond  a  doubt, 
Couldn't  have  cured  Mrs.  Rogers  without." 

The  deacon  smiled  and  bowed  his  head  ; 

<k  Then  your  bill  is  nothing,"  he  said, 

"  God's  be  the  glory,  as  you  say  ; 

God  bless  you,  doctor,  good  day!  good  day!" 

If  ever  I  doctor  that  woman  again, 
I"ll  giye  her  medicines  made  by  men. 

—Indianapolis  News. 
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Gratuitous. — The  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Lancas- 
ter, Pa.,  has  passed  the  following  resolution:  '4  Resolved,  That  it 
is  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  that  since  the  practice  ol  homoeopathy 
has  established  for  itself  an  honorable  position  in  the  estimation  of 
the  community,  against  all  the  opposing  forces  that  the  old  school 
could  bring  to  bear  against  it,  there  is  no  advantage  or  prestige  to  be 
derived  by  homoeopathic  physicians  in  consulting  with  allopaths, 
and  therefore  the  recent  action  of  the  allopathic  Medical  Societj'  of 
the  State  of  New  York  in  resolving  in  future  to  consult  with  us 
was  entirely  gratuitous." 

Beef  Peptonoids.— Messrs.  Heed  &  Carnrick  will  supply  samples  of 
this  new  preparation  to  any  of  our  physicians.  Address  Messrs.  Reed 
&  Carnrick,  182  Fulton  St.,  New  York. 

•  • 

MARITAL. 

• 

Edmundson — Bush  a. — W.  F.  Edmundson,  M.  D.,  was  married  to 
Miss  Maggie  Busha,  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  September  26,  1882. 

Geppeht— Nelson.— G.  P.  Geppert,  M.  D.,  was  married  to  Miss 
Dora  Nelson,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fitch,  on  Oct,  4,  1882. 

Brunner— Baus.— Edgar  P.  Brunner,  M.  D.,  was  married  to  Amelia 
D.  Baus,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  on  October  10, 1882. 

NECROLOGICAL. 

Barrows.— Ira  Barrows,  M.  D.,  a  distinguished  physician  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  1.,  died  October  14, 1882. 

Crosby.— Hattie  A.,  wife  of  O.  EL  Crosby,  M.  D.,  departed  this  life 
at  Franklin,  N.  Y.,  on  September  30, 1882,  at  35  years.  « 

REMOVALS. 

Breyfoole,  Dr.  E.  S.,  from  San  Jose  to  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Blakelook,  Dr.  G.  C,  from  Montclair,  N.  J.,  to  lloboken,  N.  J. 
Canfield,  Dr.  C.  F.,  from  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  to  Chicago,  111. 
Donaldson,  Dr.  S.  J.,  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  to  New  York  City. 
Kimball,  Dr.  L.  M.,  from  527  to  407  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston. 
Martin.— Dr.  G.  H.  Martin,  from  San  Francisco  to  Honolulu. 
Smith. — Dr.  A.  G.  Smith,  from  Kokomo,  Ind.,  to  Louisville,  Ky. 
Stearns.— Dr.  Geo.  W.  Stearns,  from  Groton  to  Holliston,  Mass. 
VanLiew,  Dr.  F.  H.,  from  Aurora  to  Hinsdale,  111. 
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PROF.  8.   LILIENTHAL,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  EDITOR. 

RARE  VOCAL  SPASMS. 

BY  DR.  F.  8TRASSMAN,  JENA. 

(1)  A  girl  of  16  years,  not  yet  menstruated,  from  a  healthy  stock 
and  never  had  been  ailing.  About  Christmas,  1881,  she  complained 
of  palpitations  and  a  peculiar  sound,  which  involuntarily  more  or 
less  frequently  escaped  at  every  respiration,  not  emotional  nor 
caused  by  exertion.    It  stopped  entirely  during  sleep.    No  dys- 
pnoea nor  pain.    Her  regular  voice  perfectly  clear.    After  entering 
hospital  a  month  later  the  status  praesens  was  :  a  young,  undevel- 
oped girl,  of  gracile  build,  looks  fresh  and  blooming.  Slight 
struma.    No  pain,  only  that  noise  in  her  throat.    One  hearsT 
though  she  does  not  speak  a  peculiar,  high,  characteristic  sound, 
like  the  squeaking  of  toads  or  frogs.    It  always  takes  place  during 
inspiration  ;  deep  inspirations  do  not  cause  it,  nor  speaking  or 
weeping.    The  larynx  always  descends  somewhat  during  the  sound, 
the  cervical  muscles  do  not  act  more  than  usual  ;  the  diaphragm 
only  in  so  far,  as  it  partakes  in  general  in  the  inspiratory  formation 
of  the  voices.  Resp.,  20;  pulse,  64.  Laryngoscopy  nothing  abnormal. 
During  the  squeaking  the  vocal  chords  separate  somewhat.  Kalj 
brom.,  the  galvanic  current,  the  horse-shoe  magnet  failed  entirely. 
Metallothcnipy  was  now  tried  ;  she  carried  for  one  day  a  silver 
plate  on  both  sides  of  the  larynx — failure  ;  next  day  copper  plates, 
with  the  advice  to  suppress  by  her  will-power,  the  spasm.  After 
24  hours  the  squeaking  lost  in  frequency  and  loudness  and  palpita- 
tion decreased.    When  the  copper  plates  were  removed,  the  squeak- 
ing iucreased.    Its  reapplication  cured  her  in  a  few  days. 

We  have  here  pure  neuroses,  especially  of  the  laryngeus  infer- 
ior ;  that  also  other  branches  of  the  vagus  were  affected,  is  shown 

33 
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by  the  palpitation  and  the  temporary  inequality  of  the  pulse.  The 
affection  of  the  recurrens  shows  itself  here  by  a  spasm  of  the  constric- 
tors of  the  glottis,  an  inspiratory  spasm  and  in  so  far  as  it  approaches 
to  the  infantile  spasms  glottidis  ;  but  whereas  in  the  latter  it  leads 
to  a  more  protracted  closure  of  the  rima  glottidis,  it  causes  in  the 
ilatter  only  short  oscillations  of  the  vocal  chords.  In  the  former 
stridor  and  apnnea,  in  the  latter  squeaking. 

(2).  A  boy  of  8V  years,  whose  uncle  is  epileptic,  always  en- 
joyed good  health.  About  three  months  ago  he  suffered  from  a 
severe  dry  cough,  which  ceased  under  homoeopathic  treatment. 
Shortly  after,  perhaps  from  cold  or  some  fright,  a  peculiar  sound 
set  in  at  first  similar  to  a  cry  of  a  dying  animal,  then  like  the  noise 
when  sawing  a  board,  and  now  like  the  bleating  of  a  sheep,  always 
preceded  by  a  tickling,  scratching  sensation  in  larynx.  Hoarseness. 
Soon  after  this  pet  in  he  complained  for  eight  days  of  pains  in 
bowels,  lasting  at  intervals  several  minutes,  during  such  pains  he 
rushed  rythmically  about  with  hands  and  feet,  consciousness  remain- 
ing intact.  Perfect  rest  at  night.  Status  praesens  :  a  delicate  boy 
with  blooming  features  :  bright  eyes  hinting  to  smartness.  Pulse, 
7b* ;  respiration,  20  ;  all  internal  organs  no-mal.  He  has  no  com- 
plaint to  make,  except  that  involuntary  bleating,  which  happens 
irregularly  about  every  five  minutes  three  or  four  times  in  succes- 
sion.   At  first  the  patient  opens  his  mouth  fully,  then  he  expires 

with  full  force  and  bleats  so  that  it  can  be  heard  at  a  big  distance. 
His  voice  is  hoarse,  pressure  on  the  larynx  hurts  ;  cough  with  some 
expectoration  ;  epiglottis  hangs  down  too  much  and  prevents  a  full 
laryngoscopic  examination  ;  the  arytenoid  cartilages  move  nor- 
mally. After  a  single  application  of  the  galvanic  current  improve- 
ment, and  after  the  second,  the  bleating  ceased.  We  deal  here 
with  a  neurasthenic  boy  who,  in  consequence  of  a  fright  with  sim- 
ultaneous appearance  of  hystero-epileptic  convulsions,  acquired  an 
expiratory  spasm  of  the  constrictors  of  the  glottis,  accompanied 
by  a  simultaneous  spasm  of  the  expiratory  muscles,  belonging  to 
that  class  of  involuntarily  yawning,  laughing,  sighing,  hiccough, 
etc. 

(3).  A  girl  of  9  years  utters  every  5  to  15  minutes  a  sound 
which  might  be  compared  to  the  roariug  of  a  wild  animal.  Con- 
stant current  applied  several  times  cured  the  case  quicklv. 

Berl.  Klin.  Wochenscrift,  46, 
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ON  HYGIENIC  TREATMENT  OF  ALBUMINURIA. 

Prof.  II.  Senator  considers  Albuminuria  the  .symptom  in  acute 
or  chronic  Morbus  Brightii,  which  deserves  most  consideration,  as 
it  gives  us  the  standing  and  the  grade  of  the  renal  disease,  ami  in 
soine  cases  the  excretion  of  albumen  forms  for  itself  a  source  of  ir- 
ritation for  the  kidneys.  With  sorrow  it  may  be  acknowledged 
that  the  therapia  of  this  disease  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  and  we 
look  therefore  with  more  hope  to  hygienic  treatment.  In  relation 
to  diet  we  must  study  the  state  of  digestion  per  se  and  the  influ- 
ence which  the  different  foods  may  have  on  the  albuminuria  We 
know  that  during  digestion  the  excretion  of  albumen  increases,  and 
frequently  repeated  eating,  but  a  little  at  a  time,  is  preferable  to 
regular  large  meals.    In  relation  to  the  quality  of  the  food,  eggs 

Ought  to  be  strictly  forbidden  and  animal  food  in  general  restricted. 
<  •hristison  forbids  also  cheese,  as  it  may  increase  the  albuminuria. 
Lichtheim  explains  the  danger  of  partakiug  of  food  too  rich  in  al- 
bumen, as  among  other  troubles  the  increase  of  urea  in  the  blood 
may.  in  already  affected  kidneys,  easily  cause  uremic  spmptoms. 
The  same  may  be  said  from  other  constituents  of  the  albumen,  es- 
pecially ol  phosphoric  acid,  whose  excretion  is  also,  according  to 
the  experiments  of  Fleischer,  inhibited  in  renal  maladies.  For 
such  patients  we  prefer  animal  food,  rather  deficient  in  albumen, 
as  veal,  young  poultry,  in  general  white  meat.  The  same  holds 
good  with  fish.  Of  vegetables,  green  sidedishes,  fruit  salads,  are 
preferable  to  legumiuosae.  With  good  digestive  organs,  fat  is  not 
objectionable.  The  general  abuse  of  alcoholic  stimulants  brought 
about  its  prohibition  in  persons  suffering  from  renal  affections  ; 
still  exception  may  be  made  when  collapse  threatens  or  in  habit- 
ual drinkers.  The  different  sorts  of  beer  must  be  forbidden;  some 
ml  wines  at  table  may  be,  perhaps,  allowed,  if  it  does  not  increase 
the  quantity  of  albumen.  French  spiced  cookery  is  better  left 
alone.    Errors  in  diet  are  sure  to  increase  the  albumen. 
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Let  us  speak  a  good  word  for  a  milk-diet.  An  exclusive  milk- 
diet  has  been  recommended,  but  it  can  hardly  be  carried  through 
for  any  length  of  time.  If,  e.  g.,  a  patient  takes  daily  two  quarts 
of  milk  onlya  minimum  of  albumen  is  consumed  which  a  grown 
person  needs  to  the  necessary  support  of  his  life,  and  a  quantity  of 
white  bread  is  therefore  added  to  it,  as  in  milk-toast,  milk-soup. 

Of  the  mineral  springs,  the  so-called  alkaline-saline,  or  saline 

springs  are  recommended,  as  they  aid  digestion  and  the  formation  of 
good  blood,  either  by  quantitative  changes  in  its  composition, 
or  by  qualitative  alteration,  especially  of  its  albumen. 

The  functions  of  the  skin  deserve  especial  attention,  for  skin 
and  kidneys  stand  in  close  relation.  It  is  well  known  that  where 
the  skin  estimates  a  large  quantity  of  water,  the  kidneys  are  re- 
lieved of  much  work,  and  that  absolute  quantity  of  albumen,  dis- 
charged by  the  urine,  decreases,  though  the  relative  quantity  may 
increase.  Leube  thinks  that  a  part  of  the  albumen  may  be  excreted 
by  the  skin,  as  albumen  has  been  detected  in  the  perspiration,  or 
parts  of  it,  which  would  have  been  lost  through  the  kidneys,  re- 
mains in  the  body.  Warm  saline  baths  or  even  warm  water  baths 
do  good  service,  but  the  patient  must  be  very  careful  not  to  catch 
cold  ;  and  if  we  could  keep  our  patients  for  months  in  bed,  they 
would  sooner  improve,  as  this  would  exclude  all  muscular  motions 
(Weir  Mitchell's  rest  treatment).  It  is  a  fact  well  established  that 
all  muscular  overexertion,  as  ascending  mountains,  long  marches, 
etc.,  increase  the  quantity  of  albumen. 

All  depressing  influences  increase  the  quantity  of  albumen. 
Menstruation  often  has  the  same  influence. 

Diet,  the  function  of  the  skin,  muscular  rest,  mental  ease.  Rich 
people  may  find  it  by  climatic  changes,  where  there  is  a  dry,  warm 
atmosphere  ;  poor  people  find  their  best  relief  in  well  appointed 
hospitals  ;  but  even  then,  with  the  addition  of  our  medicinal 
treatment,  we  must  not  expect  too  much.     B.  K.  W.,  49,  1882. 
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Disturbances  op  Urination  and  of  Sensibility  in  Bright's 
Disease. — According  to  Dieulufoy  (France  Med.  May  15,  1882,) 
we  must  differentiate  in  Bright's  disease  between  increased  urina- 
tion  (polyuria)  and  the  desire  to  pass  the  urine  frequently  without 
increase  in  quantity.  Sometimes,  without  any  polyuria,  the  first 
symptom  observed  is  this  pollakisuria,  and  the  more  the  desire  to 
uriuate  increases,  the  more  the  quantity  decreases.  In  two  cases 
Dieulafoy  observed  that  the  frequent  urination  was  accompanied 
by  severe  trismus  and  cystospasmus.  He  also  differentiates  three 
forms  of  pruritus  cutaneus  :  a  simple  itching  without  efflorescences 
probably  from  the  excretion  of  urea  through  the  skin.  (2)  A  sen- 
sation of  formication.  (3)  A  sensation  as  if  an  insect  crawled 
about  between  skin  and  stocking.  There  is  also  a  disturbance  of 
sensibility  as  if  the  finger  were  dead,  which  according  to  Dibore, 
sometimes  ends  in  gangrene.  All  these  are  early  symptoms  and 
their  presence  without  albuminuria  or  oidema,  may  aid  in  forming 
an  early  diagnosis.  B.  K.  TF.,  48,  1882. 

The  Nervous  Symptoms  of  Myxedema  by  W.  B.  Haddon 
(London). — Cardinal  symptoms  of  this  affection  are  :  Slowness  of 
bodily  motions,  slowness  of  intellectual  processes,  constant  subnor- 
mal temperature,  diminished  excretion  of  urea,  isolated  oedenia  of 
the  skin  and  connective  tissue,  diminution  of  thyroid  gland.  The 
disease  is  a  vascular  neurosis,  an  angiospasm  us.  The  oedema  is 
caused  by  spasmodic  stoppages  iij  the  viae  lymphaticae.  Mental 
disturbances  are  sometimes  observed  in  myxoedema,  which  would 
bring  it  in  close  relations  to  sporadic  cretinism  and  sclerodermy. 

Centrabl.  f.  Neroetiheilk,  Dec.y  1882. 


The  Gospel  of  Fatness  (Medical  Record). — Dr.  Clouston,  of 
Edinburgh,  says  :  "  All  acute  mental  diseases,  like  most  nervous 
diseases,  tend  to  thinness  of  body,  and  therefore  all  medicines  and 
all  treatments  that  fatten  are  good.  To  my  assistants  and  nurses 
and  patients  I  preach  the  gospel  of  fatness  as  the  great  antidote  to 
the  exhausting  tendencies  of  the  disease  we  have  to  treat,  and  it 
would  be  well  if  all  people  of  nervous  constitution  would  obey  this 
gospel." 
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BCSHROD  W.  JAMES,  A.  v  .  M.  I>.,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.,  EDITOR. 


SANITARY  NOTES. 

Dr.  Henry  I.  Bowditcb  says  iu  the  Sanitarian:  "Whenthere  is  a 
perfect  health  organization  of  the  nation,  we  should  have:  1st,  a 
National  Board  of  Health;  2nd,  a  State  Board  of  Health  in  every 
State;  3rd.  County  Boards  in  every  State;  4th,  City  or  Town  Boards 
in  every  State."  He  also  suggests  that  the  Surgeon-General  of  the 
IT.  S.  Army  be  made  an  ex-officio  member  of  the  National  Board, 
with  a  seat  in  the  U.  S.  Cabinet. 

The  Illinois  State  Board  of  Health  has  exposed  another  sham 
medical  college.  "The  Bellevue  Medical  College  of  Massachusetts," 
which  claims  to  make  anti-vaccination  a  special  merit  for  conferring 
its  degrees.  A  New  England  physician  compares  Massachusetts  to 
the  tail  of  a  dog  that  was  held  by  that  appendage  in  the  water,  all 
the  fleas  taking  refuge  in  the  tail,  therefore,  to  escape  drowning. 
The  other  States  have  stringent  rules  against  all  medical  humbugs; 
the  fleas  all  hop  to  Massachusetts  to  escape  drowning. 

Dr.  Hunt,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  New  Jersey,  suggests  many 
improvements  to  the  Hudson  County  Board  of  Freeholders,  in  the 
manner  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  almshouse.  At  present, 
children  are  crowded  in  with  aged  and  vile  vagrants,  and  he  recom- 
mends that  the  two  classes  be  kept  separate,  hereafter.  He  says 
that  the  deaths  of  over  a  hundred  inmates  by  fever  during  the  past 
year  have  been  traceable  to  the  sewerage  system  of  the  institution. 

The  Scientific  American  has  the  following  account  of  a  new 
"Rain-water  Cut-off,"  patented  by  Mr.  (jeorge  Lemle  of  New  Or- 
leans. It  is  a  cut-off  attachment  to  rain-water  conductors  leading 
from  the  house  to  the  cistern,  the  object  of  which  is  to  prevent  the 
introduction  into  cisterns  of  impurities  from  the  roofs  of  houses, 
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by  receiving  the  first  washings  containing  the  impurities,  and  allow- 
ing only  the  pure  water  to  enter  the  cistern.  It  will  be  readily  un- 
derstood that  the  first  washings  from  the  roof  will  fall  into  the 
smaller  receptacle,  taking  along  the  dust,  leaves,  and  other  deposits 
on  the  roof,  also  any  stagnant  water  that  may  be  trapped  in  the 
eave's  troughs,  all  of  which  pjiss  off  with  the  first  washings.  When 
this  receptacle  fills,  the  pure  water  will  then  pass  on  into  the  cis- 
tern. When  the  shower  is  over,  or  at  any  time  before  another  rain, 
the  first  receptacle  may  be  drawn  off  by  the  cock,  to  be  ready  for 
the  next  rain.  The  water  collected  in  the  first  receptacle  will  be 
useful  for  many  purposes  about  a  house  and  garden,  and  will  not 
therefore  be  lost.  Of  course  the  cistern  and  the  smaller  receptacle 
may  be  placed  in  the  cellar  or  under  ground  if  desirable. 

Dr.  Soyka,  of  Munich,  has  issued  a  report,  showing  propor- 
tionately the  death  rates  of  the  several  portions  of  that  city  drain- 
ed on  the  new  and  the  old  systems,  (i.e.  with  water-tight  sewers  of 
hard  stoneware,  set  in  hydraulic  cement,  with  means  of  access  and 
flushing,  or  with  pervious  and  inaccessible  sewers)  or  not  drained 
at  all.  From  this  elaborate  report,  the  following  proportions  are 
the  most  telling.  From  1875  to  1880,  the  general  death-rate  in  the 
three  groups  was  27.6,  34.14,  and  39.57,  respectively.  The  zynotic 
death-rate  was  2.35,  2.75,  and  3.22,  respectively.  The  mortality  of 
•  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  1,000  living  was  11.29,  15.19,  and 
20.18;  and  the  general  mortality,  excluding  these  infants  was  15.48, 
18.95,  and  19.39.  The  lesson  to  be  learnt  from  such  stern  facts  as 
these  needs  no  further  pointing. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Edinburg  Health  Society,  Lord 
Roseberry,  its  president,  said  many  excellent  things,  among  others, 
the  following.  ,l  Health  is  the  capital  which  we  all  enjoy, — the 
working  capital  which  everybody  has— at  least  everybody  who  pos- 
sesses health  at  all.  A  man  may  not  possess  a  shirt  to  his  back  but 
if  he  has  health  he  has  capital  to  that  extent.  What  1  venture  to 
say  is  this,  that  under  existing  circumstances  that  capital  is  put  out 
very  often  on  insufficient  interest.  *  *  *  *    We  have  fine  men. 
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fine  muscular  men,  fine  bairns,  and  plenty  of  oatmeal  to  feed  them 
with,  but  at  the  same  time  I  venture  to  think  that,  owing  to  igno- 
rance of  the  elementary  laws  of  health,  we  do  not  get  a  sufficient 
return  for  that  capital/' 

The  sale  of  milk  by  the  glass  at  railway  refreshment  bars  is  be- 
coming quite  general,  and  deserves  to  be  encouraged,  seeing  that 
this  beverage  is  at  once  nourishing  and  refreshing.  It  is  reported 
that  the  London  and  Northwestern  Railway  Company  have  recent- 
ly bought  500  cows  to  supply  milk  to  travellers  on  their  system. — 
Sanitary  Record. 

Whether  sewers  should  be  ventilated  by  grates  at  the  street 
levels  or  not  is  being  warmly  debated  in  English  Sanitary  circles. 
Some  claim  that  these  open  gratings  are  nothing  but  generators  of 
disease  and  recommend  the  use  of  gas  chimneys  in  their  places;  while 
their  opponents  claim  that  these  would  expose  us  to  the  danger  of 
sewer  gas  being  drawn  into  the  house. 


THE  CONSUMPTION  OF  SMOKE. 

Mr.  Mallet,  of  Denver,  Colorado,  who  appears  to  have  studied 

the  subject  of  consuming  from  all  points,  found  that  the  difficulty 

with  all  the  smoke-consuming  apparatus  was  the  impossibility  of 

entirely  burning  all  the  atoms  of  the  carbon  set  free  in  the  act  of 

combustion.    He  conceived  the  idea  that  if  by  any  means  the  fuel 

could  be  burned  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  produce  any  smoke  at 
all,  and  so  preserve  all  the  heat  which  would  be  otherwise  wasted, 
a  great  step  would  be  gained.  He  effected  this  in  the  following 
manner:  a  combustion-chamber  is  fitted  behind  the  boiler-furnace, 
communicating  with  it  by  a  perforated  septum  wall.  The  fire-bars 
were  made  hollow,  and  so  arranged  that  cold  air  from  the  exterior 
could  pass  through  them  into  the  combustion-chamber.  The  open 
ends  of  these  fire-bars  could  be  closed  by  a  slide,  worked  by  a  lever, 
which  also  actuated  the  apertures  in  the  ash-pit  doors.  When  coal 
was  first  put  on  the  fire,  the  latter  openings  were  closed.  The  gases 
given  off  from  the  fuel  in  the  septum  wall,  and  meeting  there  with 
the  oxygen  conveyed  through  the  fire-bars,  were  completely  con- 
sumed. The  inventor  claims  that  by  this  system,  no  smoke  being 
produced,  all  chimneys  may  be  done  away  with,  and  a  saving  of 
about  forty-five  per  cent,  in  fuel  effected. — Sanitary  Record. 
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The  Philadelphia  Medical  Times  gives  the  following  on  the 
treatment  of  tape- worm  : 

Dr.  Berenger-Feraud,  in  the  Bulletin  Generale  de  Ihera- 
jpeutique  (August  15),  communicates  the  results  of  the  various 
kinds  of  treatment  for  the  removal  of  the  unarmed  tape-worm, 
obtained  by  him  at  Cherbourg  and  elsewhere.  He  reports  a 
decided  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  this  kind,  applying  for 
treatment.  As  to  his  results,  he  states  that  out  of  more  than  a 
thousand  cases  under  observation,  he  found  that  about  79  per 
cent,  had  but  one  parasite,  13  per  cent,  had  two,  5  per  cent, 
had  three,  and  only  3  per  cent,  had  a  greater  number.  From 
several  methods  of  treatment,  he  gives  the  following,  as  the 
results  of  his  observations : 

Spirits  of  Turpentine. — Out  of  eight  cases  in  which  this 
was  administered,  one  only  occurred  in  which  the  head  of  the 
worm  was  discovered.  The  remedy  was  complained  of  by  the 
patients  on  account  of  its  producing  digestive  disturbance,  and 
its  being  extremely  disagreeable  to  take.  He  regards  this 
method,  therefore,  only  as  a  palliative,  and,  as  large  doses  are 
not  without  danger,  recommends  that  it  be  deh'nitely  renounced. 

Male  fern. — The  number  of  his  cases  is  so  small  in  which 
this  was  used  that,  although  they  were  sufficiently  successful  to 
give  great  confidence  in  the  remedy,  no  final  conclusion  was 
warranted,  but  further  experiment  was  regarded  as  needed  to 
determine  its  value. 

Pumpkin  Seed. — In  thirty  cases  in  which  this  remedy  was 
given,  complete  success  occurred  but  once,  but  in  twenty-eight 
others  more  or  less  of  the  worm  was  expelled  without  the  head. 
From  a  larger  number  of  observations  it  was  concluded  that  this 
method  succeeded  completely  in  about  5  per  cent,  of  the  cases. 

Koosso. — This  was  employed  in  two  hundred  and  three  pa- 
tients, but  in  eighteen  the  result  was  not  known.  Out  of  the 
remainder  there  were  twenty-two  complete  successes,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  expulsions  of  worm,  without  the  head,  and 
in  thirty-nine  there  was  failure. 
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Pomegranate-root  bark  gave  about  45  to  50  per  cent,  of  suc- 
cess in  about  four  hundred  cases;  but  jyelletierene  tannate  he 
regards  as  the  most  powerful  tasniafuge  which  we  possess,  as  the 
worm  was  completely  expelled  in  76  per  cent,  of  the  cases  in 
which  it  was  used.  The  following  details  of  administering  the 
remedy  {Jaurefs  pelletierine  were  those  adopted  by  the  author, 
by  whom  they  are  considered  important,  in  order  to  secure  the 
desired  result : 

"  The  subject,  on  entering  the  hospital,  is  put  on  ordinary 
diet  until  the  presence  of  the  tape-worm  joints  are  discovered  in 
the  stools.  This  proof  having  been  obtained,  he  is  put  upou  a 
milk  diet — that  is  to  say,  three  quarts  of  milk,  and,  it  needed, 
about  300  grammes  (10  oz.)  of  bread  for  two  meals.  On  the 
next  morning  at  6  o'clock  there  is  given  to  the  patient  (who 
should  remain  lying  on  the  bed  during  the  administration  of  the 
taeniafuge)  an  infusion  ot  10  grammes  of  senna-leaves  in  100 
grammes  of  water  sweetened  with  30  grammes  of  syrup  of 
orange  peel.  At  6even  o'clock  the  patient  takes  half  the  dose  of 
pelletierine  diffused  in  twice  its  weight  of  water,  in  order  that 
too  great  a  quantity  of  the  medicament  shall  not  rest  in  contact 
with  the  sides  of  the  worm.  At  seven  and  a  half  o'clock  the 
second  half  is  to  be  given,  and  the  bottle  which  contained  the 
pelletierine  rinsed  out  witn  about  10  grammes  of  water,  which  is 
also  to  be  swallowed. 

"  The  patient,  still  remaing  in  bed,  should  close  his  eyes  and 
keep  quiet  to  avoid  nausea  and  vomiting.  At  eight  o'clock,  if 
there  is  no  sickness,  or  a  little  later,  after  the  nausea  has  stopped 
for  a  while  if  it  had  manifested  itself.  30  or  40  grammes  of  castor 
oil  emulsified  with  spirit  of  peppermint  [10  grammes J"and  sweet- 
ened water  [20  grammes]  are  to  be  given. 

44  If  an  hour  after  the  ingestion  of  the  castor  oil  there  has 
still  been  no  stool,  a  large  emollient  lavement  is  to  be  given,  fol- 
lowed, if  need  be,  by  a  purgative  enema  [15  grammes  of  senna- 
leaves,  30  grammes  of  sulphate  of  soda,  and  300  grammes  of 
water],  and,  finally,  large  emollient  injections,  in  order  to  solicit 
the  intestine  to  defecation  without  delay. 

44  The  subject  places  himself  lor  evacuation  upon  a  vessel 
half  full  of  water,  with  directions  not  to  draw  upon  the  worm  in 
case  it  is  only  partly  discharged  at  first.  In  this  event  the  attend- 
ant should  give  a  largo  injection,  endeavoring  not  to  break  the 
worm,  in  order  to  faciliate  its  complete  expulsion." 
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"  Generally,  in  one  hour  after  giving  the  castor  oil,  a  large 
stool  is  obtained,  in  which  the  chances  are  that  the  worm  will  be 
expelled  entire  ;  sometimes  it  does  not  appear  until  the  second  or 
third  discharge.  It  may  be  necessary  to  increase  this  dose  of 
senna  and  oil  when  patients  are  known  to  be  difficult  to  purge, 
or  a  second  dose  of  oil  may  be  given  at  noon.  The  greatest  im- 
portance in  this  scheme  of  treatment,  for  success,  is  attached  to 
the  rapidity  as  wall  as  the  energy  of  the  purgative. 


The  Prognosis  op  Idiocy  (Medical  Record). — The  late  Dr.  E. 
Seguin,  who  was  the  highest  authority,  although  somewhat  over- 
sanguine,  said  regarding  the  results  of  attempting  to  train  idiots  : 
Not  one  in  a  thousand  has  been  entirely  refractory  to  treatment  ; 
not  one  in  a  hundred  who  has  not  been  made  happy  and  healthy  ; 
more  than  thirty  per  cent,  have  been  taught  to  conform  to  social 
and  moral  law,  and  rendered  capable  of  order,  of  good  feeling,  and 
of  working  like  the  third  of  a  man  ;  more  than  forty  per  cent,  have 
been  capable  of  the  ordiuarj*  transactions  of  life  under  friendly  con- 
trol, of  understanding  moral  and  social  abstractions,  of  working 
like  two-thirds  of  a  man;  aud  twenty -five  percent,  come  nearer 
and  nearer  to  the  standard  of  manhood,  till  some  of  them  will  defy 
the  scrutiny  of  good  judges  when  compared  with  ordinary  young 
women  and  men. 

COMPOUND  Oxygen  (Pacific  Med.  and  S.  J). — Prof.  Prescott, 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  has  analyzed  six  different  brands 
of  the  humbug.  One  (Oxygen  Aquae)  was  found  to  consist  of 
plain  water,  quite  free  from  sophistication,  and  another  was  a 
clear  solution  of  ammonium  nitrate.  Two  others  were  colorless 
3  per  cent,  solutions  of  ammonium  nitrate  and  lead  nitrate,  the 
remaining  ones  being  colored  fragrant  liquids  consisting  princi- 
pally of  alcohol,  chloroform  and  balsam  of  toln. 

Should  Babies'  Milk  be  Boiled?  asks  the  College  u?id 
Clinical  Record.  Now  this  shows  how  much  the  subject  of  in- 
fant dietetics  is  being  over-studied.  We  cling  to  the  old-fash- 
ioned view  that  babies  should  not  be  milked  anyway,  much  less 
have  their  milk  boiled. — Peoria  Med.  Monthly. 

Variola  (Peoria  Medical  Monthly). — Dr.  Ilauxhurst,  of 
Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  was  a  disbeliever  in  vaccination.  He  died 
in  Paris  of  small-pox.    Enough  said. 
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How  to  Make  a  Poultice  (Practitioner)  Dr.  T.  Lauder  Brun- 
ton. — At  first  sight  the  title  of  this  paper  ma3r  seem  to  many  of 
our  readers  absurd,  and  the  idea  that  medical  men  require  any  in- 
struction in  making  a  poultice  preposterous,  but  we  have  been  led 
to  write  it  from  seeing  that  many  students  and  some  practitioners 
do  not  distinguish  between  the  proper  methods  of  making  a  poul- 
tice for  surgical  and  for  medical  use.  Many,  perhaps  most,  atudents 
spend  a  great  part  of  their  four  years'  curriculum  in  surgical  study, 
and  devote  a  comparatively  small  portion  of  it  to  medicine.  This 
may  partly  be  the  reason  why  they  do  not  learn  the  best  ways  of 
making  poultices  for  the  relief  of  internal  pain;  but  another  reason  is 
that  in  hospitals  poultices  are  made  in  certain  ways  for  the  sake  of 
cleanliness  and  economy,  and  these  ways  are  not  always  the  best 
possible  for  private  patients,  although  they  may  be  the  best  under 
the  conditions  which  obtain  in  hospitals.  Every  one  knows  the 
relief  which  a  poultice  affords  when  the  finger  is  inflamed,  and  has 
noticed  how  the  painful  throbbing  diminishes  after  its  application. 
Most  people  have  noticed  also  that  dipping  the  finger  in  cold  water 
had  a  similar  action,  and  it  seems  strange  to  many  that  the  opposite 
conditions  of  heat  and  cold  should  have  a  similar  effect.  Tne  rea- 
son probably  is  that  both  heat  and  cold  lessen  the  force  of  the  im- 
pulse with  which  the  blood  is  driven  through  the  dilated  arteries  of 
the  inflamed  parts  against  the  block  which  exists  in  the  capillaries. 
Cold  causes  the  afferent  arteries  to  contract,  and  lessen  the  impact 
of  the  blood  by  diminishing  the  quantity  sent  to  the  inflamed  part; 
a  poultice  lessens  the  impact  by  dilating  the  capillaries  surrounding 
the  seat  of  inflammation  and  affording  a  ready  side  outlet  into  the 
veins.  In  surgical  cases  we  usually  use  the  warmth  and  moisture  of 
the  poultice  to  act  directly  on  the  surface.  We  therefore  make  the 
poultice  with  crushed  linseed  or  with  linseed  meal  and  oil,  spread  it 
on  some  tow,  and  apply  it  to  the  skin  without  anything  interven- 
ing. But  useful  though  this  method  may  be  for  wounds,  ul«ers, 
and  abscesses,  it  is  not  the  best  form  of  application  in  cases  of  in- 
flammation of  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera,  or  where  spasm  is 
present  without  inflammation.  In  such  cases  we  may,  no  doubt, 
do  some  good  by  applying  the  poultice  to  the  surface  exactly  as  in 
surgical  diseases.  We  may  draw  off  some  of  the  blood  to  the  sur- 
face; and  we  may  also  exercise  a  reflex  action  through  the  nerves 
upon  the  vessels  of  the  inflamed  organ  below,  but  this  will  not  be 
so  great  if  we  influence  the  surface  only,  as  when  we  allow  the  heat 
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to  penetrate  to  the  inflamed  or  irritated  organs  themselves.  If  we 
apply  the  poultice  directly  to  the  skin  it  must  be  allowed  to  become 
tolerably  cool  before  the  patient  can  bear  it,  and  thus  half  its  ad- 
vantage is  lost.  In  order  to  relieve  spasms,  as  in  colic — intestinal, 
biliary,  or  renal — to  relieve  inflammation  of  the  pleura,  the  lungs, 
the  liver  or  other  organs,  we  want  to  apply  the  poultice  as  hot  as 
possible,  while  we  protect  the  skin  from  being  scalded. 

In  order  to  do  this,  a  flannel  bag  should  be  prepared,  aconven 
ient  size  being  twelve  inches  by  eight;  this  should  be  closed  at  the 
three  edges  and  open  at  the  fourth;  one  side  of  it  should  be  about  one 
inch  or  one  inch  and  a  half  longer  than  the  other,  and  it  is  convenient 
also  to  have  four  tapes  attached  at  the  points  which  form  the  cor- 
ners when  the  bag  is  closed,  in  order  to  keep  the  poultice  in  posi- 
tion. Besides  this,  another  strip  of  flannel  should  be  prepared  of 
the  same  breadth  as  the  length  of  the  bag,  and  long  enough  to  wrap 
round  it  once  or  oftener.  Crushed  linseed,  bowl,  and  spoon  should 
then  be  got  together,  and  the  spoon  and  bowl  thoroughly  heated  by 
means  of  boiling  water;  the  poultice  should  then  be  made  with  per- 
fectly boiling  water,  and  rather  soft.  As  soon  as  it  is  ready,  it 
should  be  poured  into  the  bag:,  previously  warmed  by  holding  it  be- 
fore the  fire;  the  flap  which  is  formed  by  the  longest  side  of  the  bag 
should  now  be  turned  down  and  fastened  in  its  place  by  a  lew  long 
stiches  with  a  needle  and  thread,  it  should  then  be  quickly  wrapped 
in  the  strip  of  flannel  (also  previously  warmed),  and  fastened  in  situ^ 
if  necessary,  by  means  of  the  tapes.  It  may  de  covered  outside 
with  a  sheet  of  cotton  wool.    In  this  way  the  poultice  may  be  ap- 

Slied  boiling  hot  to  to  the  skin  without  burning;  the  two  layers  of 
annel  which  are  at  first  dry  allow  the  heat  to  pass  very  gradually 
indeed  to  the  skin;  as  the  moisture  of  the  poultice  soaks  through 
them  they  become  better  conductors,  and  the  heat  passes  more 
quickly,  but  the  increase  is  so  gradual  as  not  to  cause  any  painful 
sensations  whatever,  but  only  one  of  soothing  comfort.  The  poul- 
tice also  naturally  keeps  much  longer  hot,  and  the  necessity  for 
changing  it  arises  much  less  frequently. 

The  difference  between  the  effect  of  a  poultice  made  in  the  or- 
dinary way  and  in  the  manner  just  described  is  sometimes  exceed- 
ingly striking.  It  is  perhaps  less  marked  in  cases  of  inflammation 
than  in  those  of  spasm.  We  have  seen  a  patient  suffering  from  in- 
tense abdominal  pain  at  once  relieved  by  a  poultice  made  in  the  way 
jjust  described,  although  a  succession  of  poultices  made  in  the  ordin- 
ary way  had  been  utterly  useless.  This  way  of  making  poultices 
8  one  of  the  minutiae  of  medical  practice,  apparently  extre  m  t  ly 
trivial,  but  really,  we  believe  very  important.  The  relief  which  we 
have  seen  afforded  by  poultices  made  in  this  way,  and  the  knowl- 
edge that  xvme  practitioners  at  least  are  ignorant  of  the  method, 
must  be  our  apology  for  drawing  attention  to  such  a  trivial  detail. 
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Medical  Expert  Testimony. (Louisville  Medical  News).— It 
is  doubtful  if  a  physician  is  ever  placed  at  greater  disadvantage  be- 
fore the  public  than  when  occupying  the  witness  stand  as  an  ex- 
uert.  His  audience  is  usually  critical  and  exacting,  and  any  lack  of 
dogmatism  and  promptness  in  his  testimony  is  usually  attributed  to 
imperfect  and  inexact  information  upon  his  part.  The  fact  that 
most  physicians  are  unaccustomed  to  discussing  professional  ques- 
tions before  lay  audiences  adds  to  the  difficulties  of  the  situation, 
and  the  embarrassment  of  a  cross-examination  by  a  shrewd  attor- 
ney often  involves  the  witness  in  doubtful  and  ambiguous  state- 
ments concerning  familiar  facts  of  medical  observation.  Hence  the 
situation  is  a  most  trying  one  for  those  best  qualified  to  testify  up- 
on any  given  branch  of  medical  science  and  practice,  and  criticism 
in  any  given  instance  should  be  lenient. 

It  is  always  a  matter  for  regret,  however,  when  an  overween- 
ing desire  for  notoriety  induces  a  medical  man  to  take  the  stand 
to  testify  relative  to  scientific  matteis  in  which  his  information  is 
inexact  and  unf  ru>tworthy.  Under  such  circumstances  he  is  almost 
sure  to  bring  disaster  upon  his  own  reputation,  and  to  seriously 
damage  medicine  as  a  science  in  the  public  estimation.  Such  a  case 
has  recently  occurred  in  Michigan,  in  which  a  physiciau  was  so  im- 
prudent as  to  appear  as  a  witness  for  the  plaintiff  in  an  action 
against  a  brother  physician  for  malpractice.  According  to  the  pub- 
lished account  of  the  testimony,  this  widely  known  physician  con- 
fessed under  oath  to  a  very  limited  knowledge  of  anatomy,  and,  in 
response  to  a  question,  admitted  that  he  had  never  seen  nor  treated 
such  a  case  as  the  one  under  consideration. 

Such  an  exhibition  is  always  damaging  to  the  highest  interests 
ot  the  profession,  and  mortifying  to  its  members.  Before  mount- 
ing the  witness-stand  physicians  should  be  thorougiy  posted  in  all 
the  details  of  the  questions  at  issue,  and  should  speak  dogmatically 
only  concerning  those  features  of  the  case  in  which  they  are  quali- 
fied to  substantiate  the  statements  made.  To  speak  long  and  learn- 
edly in  response  to  questions  is  always  enticing;  to  be  brief  and 
cautious  is  wise. 

Drawing  on  Gelatin  with  the  Camera  Lucida  (Royal  Mi- 
croscopical Journal). — M.  (Jreteur  uses  a  metallic  point  tor  draw- 
ing objects  with  a  camera  lucida,  the  drawing  being  made  not  on 
paper,  but  on  a  sheet  of  gelatin  laid  on  a  dark  ground.  The  shin- 
ing point  is  alwa^ys  visible,  and  is  claimed  to  provide  a  remedy  for 
the  indistinctness  of  the  point  of  the  pencil,  which  is  the  chief  dif- 
ficulty experienced  in  drawing  with  the  camera  by  the  ordinary 
method  The  drawing  can  also  be  readily  transferred  to  stone.  It 
is  questionable  whether  the  advantage  gained  through  the  greater 
distinctness  of  the  drawing  point  is  not  more  than  counterbalanced 
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by  the  disadvantage  of  not  being  able  to  draw  on  paper.  A8  the 
particular  benefit  claimed  appears  to  rest  upon  the  shining  point, 
that,  could  be  obtained  without  great  difficulty  with  an  ordinary 
pencil. 

• 

Thf  Mexican  44  Snake  Man."(— New  York  Medical  Journal). 
— He  is  neither  a  mountebank  nor  an  acrobat,  says  a  feuilletoniste^ 
in  the  44  Gazette  hebdomadaire  de  medicine  et  de  chirugie/'  but  a 
poor  fellow  living  in  the  town  of  Cuautla,  in  Mexico,  affected  with 
so  singular  a  dermatosis  that  the  physicians  who  have  seen  him 
are  puzzled  what  to  call  it.  The  integument  is  greenish,  and  cov- 
ered with  scales  closely  resembling  those  of  the  rattlesnake — a  re- 
semblance still  further  heightened  by  a  sort  of  autumnal  moulting, 
that  the  man  undergoes  every  year.  The  skin  does  not  fall  grad- 
ually, in  fragments,  but  is  detached  from  large  portions  of  the 
suaface,  so  that  the  body  looks  like  what  is  called  in  Mexico  a 
*' tuwon,"  a  sort  of  a  bag  of  fresh  skin  with  the  bloody  side  out.  A 
sister  of  this  person  died  lately,  affected  with  the  same  disease, 
having  become  blind  by  its  extension  to  the  eyes.  The  villagers 
speak  of  these  persons  only  a-  rattlesnakes,  and  their  disease  is  at- 
tributed to  the  tact  that  their  mother,  in  order  to  cure  herself  of 
some  affection  of  the  blood,  ate  large  quantities  of  the  Hesh  of  Cnr 
t Vi  I us  horrid  its! 

The  Duties  of  a  Physician  {Louisville  Medical  News). — 
''  Art  is  long,  time  is  short,  opportunity  fleeting,  experience  decep- 
tive, and  judgment  difficult.'  Such  were  the  serious  reflections  ot 
the  father  of  medicine  after  he  had  labored  with  its  problems  many 
years,  and  accomplished  more  than  perhaps  any  man  who  has  prac- 
ticed the  healing  art.  In  these  days  when  so  many  doctors  may  be 
found  who  are  little  better  than  professional  loafers,  so  many  who 
discourage  the  reading  of  medical  works,  who  express  their  con- 
tempt for  original  research  and  scoff  at  medical  journals,  regarding 
the  accumulation  of  money  as  the  only  test  of  professional  success, 
and  who  depend  on  their  own  personal  shrewdness  and  gullibility 
of  the  people  at  large  to  excuse  the  title  under  which  they  thrive, 
the  following,  relative  to  the  life  of  Dr.  Geo.  H.  Winston,  from  the 
St.  Louis  Courier  of  Medicine,  is  refreshing: 

A  friend  once  remarked  to  him,  "  Doctor,  what  necessity  is 
there  for  this  ceaseless  labor  and  study  at  your  time  of  life?"  With 
a  look  of  astonishment  never  to  be  forgotten  he  replied.  44  My  dear 
sir.  I  am  under  bonds  to  do  it.  When  I  offered  my  professional 
services  to  this  community  there  was  an  implied  covenant  on  my 
part  that,  so  far  as  God  gave  me  strength  and  ability,  I  would  use 
them  for  gathering  up  and  digesting  all  that  has  been  said  or  written 
in  regard  to  the  diseases  to  which  human  flesh  is  heir;  and  if  I 
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should  lose  a  patient  because  of  my  ignorance  of  the  latest  and  best 
experience  of  others  in  the  treatment  of  a  given  case,  a  just  God 
would  hold  me  responsible  for  the  loss,  through  inexcusable  ignor- 
ance, of  a  precious  human  life,  and  punish  me  accordingly;  and 
whenever  I  get  my  consent  to  be  content  with  my  professional  at- 
tainments, and  trust  ray  own  personal  experience  for  success,  I  will 
withdraw  from  practice  and  step  from  under  a  weight  of  honorable 
obligations  which,  with  my  best  endeavors  to  meet  them  honestly 
and  conscientiously,  still  sometimes  is  almost  heavier  than  I  can 
bear. 

Petrified  Corpses  {Detroit  Clinic). — Every  corpse  that  is 
taken  to  the  Paris  morgue  is  now  quickly  converted  into  a  block 
almost  as  hard  as  a  stone.  The  result  is  obtained  by  Carre's 
chemical  refrigerator,  which  is  capable  of  reducing  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  conservatory,  where  each  body  is  laid  out  on  some- 
thing closely  resembling  a  camp  bedstead  in  stone,  to  14  °  below 
zero  centigrade.  At  the  back  of  this  room  is  a  row  of  stone-like 
compartments,  in  which  the  corpses  are  boxed  up  and  frozen 
hard  before  being  exposed  to  public  view.  As  an  illustration  of 
the  intense  cold  thus  artitically  secured,  a  Paris  journalist,  in  de- 
scribing a  recent  visit  to  the  morgue,  says  that  in  opening  one  of 
the  compartments  the  attendant  took  the  precaution  to  wear  a 
glove,  lest  u  his  hand  should  be  burnt  by  contact  with  the  cold 
iron."  The  corpse  which  was  taken  out  of  its  receptacle  had 
been  there  nine  hours.  The  doctor  who  accompanied  the  visitor 
struck  the  dead  man  on  the  breast  and  the  sound  was  just  as  if 
he  had  struck  a  stone. 

Train-Wrecking  as  a  Capital  Crime  (Medical  Record). — 
Assuming  as  correct  the  comprehensive  and  octopus-like  character 
of  certain  recent  descriptions  of  insanity,  it  is  hard  to  see  how  a 
train-wrecker  can  ever  be  proved  sane.  With  due  respect  to  sci- 
ence, however,  society  is  obliged  to  look  at  these  men  for  the  pres- 
ent as  vicious  and  responsible;  and  Governor  Butler,  in  his  inaug- 
ural, urges  that  laws  be  en  ieted  for  their  suitable  punishment. 
"  There  is."  he  says,  M  one  crim^}  which  indicates  such  depravity  of 
heart,  such  disregard  of  life,  such  in  dice  towird  all  miukind,  that 
the  doing  of  it  should  be  visited  with  the  swiftest  and  mat  con- 
dign punishment.;' 

fjvery  one  will,  we  believe,  approve  of  this  sentiment,  and 
heartily  wish  that  the  legislation  asked  for  will  be  granted. 
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The  Tomato  as  a  Dietary  (Australian  Medical '  Journal). — 
The  profession  and  the  public  are  by  no  means  agreed  as  to  the 
dietetic  value  of  the  tomato.    The  classical  authorities  on  food, 

such  as  Pavy  and  Chambers,  dismiss  the  claims  of  this  vegetable 
very  curtly,  simply  placing  it  among  the  anti-scorbutics,  and  al- 
lowing it  little,  if  any  nutritive  power.    The  public,  on  the  other 
hand,  believe  this  ally  of  the  potatoe  to  be  not  only  a  highly  mi-' 
trient  vegetable,  but  a  stomachic,  a  cathartic,  and  generally  a  po- 
tent plood  purifier.     That  the  tomato  is  thought  too  little  of  by 
the  piofession  generally  is  true,  but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it 
possesses  those  wonderful  alterative  powers  ascribed  to  it  by  the 
Americans,  many  of  whom  persuade  themselves  that  they  are 
never  in  health  except  in  the  tomato  season.    This  truit  (as  it 
may  be  called),  however,  exhibits  one  remarkable  property  in  con- 
nection with  plant  diseases,  which  suggests  its  use  as  a  germicide 
and  a  protector  against  those  disorders,  so  many  of  which  we  now 
kuow  derive  their  origin  from  bacteria  and  allied  germs.     If  a 
tomato  shrub  be  uprooted  at  the  end  of  the  season,  and  allowed 
to  wither  on  the  bough  of  a  fruit  tree,  or  if  it  be  burnt  beneath, 
it  will  act  not  only  as  a  curative,  but  protective,  against  blight 
and  similar  attacks.    This  hostility  to  low  organisms  is  due  to  the 
presence  of  sulphur,  which  is  rendered  up  in  an  active  condition 
in  the  decay  or  burning.     Remembering  also  that  digestion  also 
splits  up  the  tomato  into  its  chemical  constituents  and  releases 
sulphur,  probably  in  a  nascent  condition  and  probably  in  the  in- 
testinal canal,  it  may  have  as  great  potency  there  as  experiments 
prove  to  have  outside  the  body.    Summer  diarrhoea,  Englibh 
cholera,  and  typhoid  fever  are  all  due  to  low  organisms.    As  the 
diarrhaml  and  typhoid  seasons  are  luckily  contemporaneous  witii 
the  fruiting  of  the  tomato,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  assume  that 
the  tomato-caters  would  be  more  than  ordinarily  likely  to  escape 
such  diseases.    It  is  worth  noting  that  typhoid  fever  is  most  pre- 
valent among  the  poor,  to  whom  this  expensive  vegetable  is  al- 
most unknown.    Sailors,  too,  just  after  landing,  are  particularly 
liable  to  typhoid,  and  in  them  we  may  always  assume  a  more  or 
less  scorbutic  condition.     But  the  question  c>f  the  protection 
against  disease  by  certain  diets,  and  by  such  habits  as  the  use  of 
alcohol,  tobacco,  and  opium,  has  as  yet  been  hardly  inquired  into. 

Experiments  are  now  being  made  on  the  tincture  ot  tomato, 
which  will  help  in  determining  its  therapeutic  value.  Meanwhile, 
eaten  cooked  with  hot  meats,  and  in  the  form  of  salad  alter  a  cold 
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lunch,  it  is  a  pleasant  and  useful  addition  to  our  ordiuary  regi- 
men. The  fro  it-acids  it  contains,  combined  with  the  mechanical 
effect  of  the  seed  and  skins,  render  it  to  some  extent  an  enemy  to 
scurvy  a«<  well  as  a  laxative,  and  the  sulphur,  with  its  known 
power  over  septic  conditions,  would  probably  contribute  to  make 
its  use  a  protection  against  the  poison  germs  of  those  diseases, 
like  typhoid,  that  find  their  way  into  the  system  primarily  by  the 
alitncntarv  canal.  One  caution  is  needed  to  the  lovers  of  thises- 
culent.  The  taste  for  it  being  an  acquired  one,  it  is  the  more 
likely  to  be  indulged  in  to  excess,  and  we  have  known  almost  as 
many  tomato-maniacs  as  ostro-maniacs.  All  kinds  of  raw  fruit, 
it  should  be  remembered,  except  when  used  with  care,  are  liable 
to  irritate,  and  we  have  known  an  instance  where  a  person,  work- 
ing hard  all  day  on  raw  tomatoes  only,  was  seized  with  inflamma- 
tion of  the  bowels,  which  proved  fatal  in  a  tew  hours.  As  an 
article  of  diet,  then,  two  or  three  tomatoes  will  be  found  as  effect- 
ive as  a  dozen,  and  ccrtaiuly  safer. 

Drugs  and  the  Human  Infant.  (The  Medical  Aye).— Ma- 
ternal solicitude  takes  form  in  no  more  striking  shape  than  in  the  do- 
ing of  the  infant  with  drugs.  The  impulse  to  "give  something"  is 
irresistible  at  each  infantile  whimper  or  trace  of  colicky  contor- 
tion. Charlatans  have  recognized  this  perversion  of  a  holy  in- 
stinct, and  made  it  the  basis  of  substantial  fortuues.  The  Mrs. 
Winslow's  Soothing  Syrups,  Godfrey's  Cordials,  et  hoc  genu*  omhe, 
all  have  their  origin  here.  A  greater  evil  than  the  indiscriminate 
dosing  to  which  the  innocent  child  is  subjected  through  mistaken 
kindness  of  its  mother,  it  would  be  difficult  to  visit  on  it.  With- 
out a  doubt  a  large  per-centage  of  infant  mortality  finds  it  direct 
or  indirect  cause  in  such  practice.  The  evil  consists  not  exclusive- 
ly, or,  perhaps,  not  even  mainly,  in  the  direct  etfect  of  the  narcotics 
given.  An  inestimable  damage  is  done  by  them  indirectly,  that  is, 
by  their  covering  up  of  mischief  of  which  the  infant's  cries  and, 
perchance,  convulsions,  are  but  the  symptoms — the  rebellion  of  na- 
ture against  invasion.  The  child,  so  delicate  in  its  nervous  organ- 
ization, is  very  sensitive  to  impressions,  and  it  may  be  laid  down  as 
a  rule,  to  which  the  exceptions  are  rare  indeed,  that  the  well  child 
never  cries.  In  the  case  of  some,  a  very  slight  disturbance  is  suf- 
ficient to  evoke  the  symptom,  but  without  some  disturbance  there 
is  no  cry.  The  cause  of  the  child's  complaint  lies  most  frequently 
in  some  digestive  disturbance,  and  the  anodyne  or  sedative  but  cov- 
ers this  over  and  allows  the  smouldering  embers  beneath  to  gather 
a  force  which  will  sooner  or  later  defy  the  palliatives.  Practition- 
ers owe  it  as  their  sacred  duty  to  the  children,  to  impress  on  parents 
the  danger  of  the  use  of  medicines  of  any  sort,  except  under  scien- 
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tific  surveillance.  The  soothing  syrup  and  all  other  opiates  should 
he  made  the  special  object  of  attack,  and  the  same  instinct  which 
prompts  their  use  be  directed  to  their  banishment  from  the  nursery 
as  deadly  poisons.  The  physician's  chief  treatment  of  children 
should  be  hygienic  and  prophylactic,  and  he  should  be  consulted  in 
all  cases  of  fretfulness  or  other  signs  of  disturbance. 

The  Vaginal  Speculum  (The  Medical  Age). — A  few  years 
ago  the  question  cut  bono?  asked  with  reference  to  the  vaginal  spec- 
lum,  would  have  been  taken  as  indisputable  evidence  of  either  men- 
tal vacuity  or  perversity  on  the  part  of  him  propounding  it.  Un- 
til within  a  comparatively  recent  period  this  instrument  held  from 
the  time  of  its  revival  by  Recamier,  such  an  important  place  among 
gynecological  devices  that  to  be  a  gynaecologist  and  not  have  an 
assortment  of  specula,  would  have  been  considered  impossible  and 
absurd.    In  the  history  of  diseases  of  women  the  affections  to 
which  the  sex  are  prone  have  at  various  periods  been  assigned  to 
different  divisions  of  the  sexual  apparatus,  and  different  pathologi- 
cal conditions  of  these  divisions.     Thus  we  have  the  time  when 
the  ovaries  were  made  to  bear  the  brunt  of  blame,  then  the  in- 
flammation of  the  uterus  was  made  the  scape-goat,  then  ulcerations 
of  the  os  and  for  over  thirty  long  years  these  have  been  the  fash- 
ion, and  the  patience  and  the  long  suffering  of  the  womb,  during 
this  era,  fix  it  as  the  greatest  martyr  of  the  ages.    It  was  leeched, 
and  burnt,  and  blistered,  and  scalded,  and  frozen,  and  otherwise 
maltreated  as  never  was  male  or  female  organ,  in  the  history  of 
all  the  persecutions  of  the  darkest  ages.     It  was  during  these 
times  that  the  speculum  was  enthroned  king  among  implements  of 
torture,  giving  the  entree  to  the  most  sacred  of  recesses,  and,  ntir- 
abil<  (ticttf,  made  to  seem  woman's  greatest  benefactor.   The  vaginas 
that  had  not  been  explored  by  it,  were  only  such  as  were  guarded 
by  gentle  Hymen,  and  even  her  uiost  emphatic  protests  in  the  name 
of  nature,  were  not  always  sufficient  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
the  cold  metal  whose  entrance  removed  the  evidence  of  the  maid- 
en's most  sacred  charm — her  virginity,    But  the  whirligig  of  time 
has  brought  'moug  its  strange  mutations  a  change  in  gynajeo-path- 
ological  fashion,  and  the  ulcerated  os  is  now  a  relic.    With  this 
change  the  speculum  or  at  least  the  bivalve,  tri valve  and  the  quad- 
rival  ve  varieties  of  it,  hangs  comparatively  mute  upon  the  wall,  and 
Ichabod  is  written  on  it.    The  human  vagina  is  by  no  means  no 
longer  invaded  by  the  gymeologist  but  his  implements  of  war  now 
seldom  comprise  the  speculum.    The  change  is  a  salutary  oue,  and 
it  is  an  evidence  of  a  more  advanced  pathology.     The  profession 
and  gynaecologists,  too,  are  coming  to  regard  the  uterus  as  but  a 
"part  of  the  stupendous  whole.*'  and  to  realize  the  fact  that  it  lias 
not  an  independent  existence.    The  change  is  the  dawn  of  a  better 
day. 
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Middletown  Hom(Eopathic  Asylcm. — The  report  of  the 
Medical  Superintendent.  Dr.  Selden  H.  Talcott,  who  is  now  on  his 
sixth  year  at  the  head  of  the  institution,  is  specially  interesting. 
Statistics  :  Whole  number  treated,  291  ;  new  admissions,  175  ; 
discharged  recovered,  69 — improved,  13 — unimproved,  48  ;  deaths, 
20  ;  not  insane;  1.  Percentage  of  recoveries  among  those  dis- 
charged, 45.69 — of  deaths  on  the  whole  number  treated,  5.11. 

The  Superintendent  discusses  the  questions  of  commitments 
and  discharges  of  patients,  which  have  received  so  much  public  at- 
tention during  the  past  year.  Extraordinary  care  should  be  exer- 
cised in  the  commitment  of  persons  to  lunatic  asylums,  and  as  soon 
as  recovered  they  should  be  immediately  dismissed.  The  insane  are 
entitled  to  the  very  best  possible  treatment,  and  this  can  be  l>est 
given  in  asylums.  Compulsory  education  is  deemed  necessary  for 
the  young,  and  compulsory  care  of  the  insane  is  equally  important. 
Improper  incarceration  of  some  persons  in  asylums  he  admitted  is 
a  possibility,  but  he  denies  that  it  is  of  frequent  occurrence. 

The  Cost  of  Fitnerals  {Medical  Record).— It  is  claimed  by 
one  writer  that  one  and  one-fourth  more  money  is  expended  annu- 
ally lor  funerals  in  the  United  States  than  the  Government  ex- 
pends for  public  school  purposes,  and  that  funerals  cost  annually 
more  money  than  the  combined  gold  and  silver  yield  of  the  country 
in  the  year  1880.  This  does  not  include  the  cost  of  cemetery  lots 
and  burial  fees.  While  it  is  quite  natural  to  properly  reverence  the 
dear!,  it  is  certainly  unnecessary  to  make  extravagant  expenditures 
in  their  behalf.  Many  pool  families  cripple  themselves  tor  months 
in  order  to  make  a  last  show  of  respect  tor  the  departed.  The  car- 
riages. Mowers,  and  music  could  be  used  to  much  better  advantage 
when  the  poor  body  was  animated  and  could  really  appreciate 
such  luxuries. 

Far  Better  (Medical  Age). — Dr.  0.  W.  Holmes  has  beeu 
credited  with  some  rather  odd  sayings  recently.  Here  is  the  last: 
"An  old  woman  who  knows  how  to  make  a  poultice  and  how  to 
put  it  on,  and  does  it  Into,  cito,jucunde,  just  when  and  where  it  is 
wanted,  is  better — a  thousand  times  better  in  many  cases — than^a 
staring  pathologist  who  explore,  thumps  and  doubts  and  guesses 
andtells  his  patient  he  will  be  better  to-morrow,  and  so  goes  home 
to  fumble  his  books  over  and  make  out  a  diagnosis."  Dr.  Holmes 
is  a  poet  and  as  such  takes  license. 

Small  Doses  for  Allopaths  (Medical  Xetcs). — The  follow- 
ing are  recommended  by  Dr.  A.  A.  Smith,  of  New  York:  Castor 
oil,  five  drops,  rubbed  up  with  sugar  and  given  every  two  hours  in 
intestinal  irritation  of  chiklren.  Tincture  of  hamamelis,  one  drop 
every  fifteen  minutes  as  a  sedative  in  children.    Tincture  of  pulsa- 
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tilla,  one  drop  in  dysmenorrhea  ever}r  fifteen  minutes,  also  in  orchi- 
tis and  epididymitis.  Fowler's  solution,  one-half  drop  in  nausea 
in  pregnancy  and  after  a  drunken  debauch.  Tartar  emetic,  one 
grain  in  a  quart  of  water;  dose  one  teaspoonful  every  fifteen  min- 
utes in  the  bronchitis  of  children.  Calomel,  one-fiftieth  of  a  grain 
in  syphilitic  headache,  without  gum  mat  a,  every  fifteen  minutes. 
Also  in  children  with  vomiting,  accompanied  by  mucous  discharg- 
es, one-half  grain  bi-chloride  of  mercury  in  a  pint  of  water,  and  ad- 
ministered in  teaspoonful  doses  every  fifteen  minutes;  good  lor  the 
same  affections.  Fluid  extract  of  ergot,  one  drop  every  fifteen 
minutes  in  menorrhagia. 

One  More  Bacillus  Medkal  Record). — At  the  instigation  of 
Drs.  Loeffier  and  Sehutz,  of  the  Berlin  Imperial  Sanitary  Bureau, 
the  etiology  of  farcy  has  been  carefully  investigated.  As  was  an- 
ticipated, the  specific  mico-organism  of  this  disease  was  soon  dis-  . 
covered.  Numerous  "culture1'  experiments  have  already  been 
made,  and  horses  have  been  successfully  inoculated  with  the  iso- 
lated germs. 

One  by  one  the  contagious  diseases  are  wheeling  into  line. 
The  time  seems  not  far  distant  when  they  will  have  been  all  safely 
captured  by  the  bold  and  ever  active  bacteriologists. 

Paste  for  Labels  on  Bottles,  et<\  (Horn.  J.  Obstetric*). — 
An  excellent  paste  fur  fixing  labels  on  glass,  wood  or  paper,  may 
be  prepared  by  dissolving  11  parts,  by  weight,  of  common  glue, 
soaked  a  day  before  in  cold  water,  7  parts  of  gum  arabic,  and  some 
rock  candy,  in  56  parts  of  water,  at  a  gentle  heat,  with  continued 
stirring  until  the  mass  is  uniform.  Labels  brushed  with  this  and 
dried  will  adhere  firmly,  if  simply  moistoned  with  saliva  when 
used. 

Coffee  {Detroit  Lancet). — The  monks  of  St.  Bernard  only 
gave  coffee  to  travelers.  It  is  said  they  observed  that  the  effect 
o^sudden  cold  upon  such  as  had  taken  alcohol,  was  at  times  to 
produce  immediate  intoxication  and  in  all  cases  to  diminish  the 
power  of  resisting  cold. 

Quack  Nostrum  Prescribers  (Detroit  lancet). — Dr.  Ash- 
mead  suggests  that  44  if  the  American  Medical  Association  will 
exclude  quack  nostrum  prescribers  from  its  list  of  officers,  it  will 
take  one  good  step  in  the  right  direction.'' 

Treatment  of  the  Wounded  in'  Egypt  {Medical  Record).— 
The  antiseptics  used  on  the  wounds  were  iodofoom,  and  a  solution 
of  chloride  of  zinc,  forty  grains  to  the  ounce.  Sometimes  one  part 
of  this  zinc  solution  was  added  to  three  parts  of  one  in  twenty  car- 
bolic acid  solution,  with  excellent  results. 
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WOOD'S  LIBRARY  OF  STANDARD  MEDICAL  A  UTHORS 

for  18*3. 

The  volumes  selected  for  publication  in  1883  are  believed  to  be 
equal  to  any  previous  series,  in  point  of  scientific  merit,  and  will 
far  exceed  them  all  in  beauty  and  excellence  of  mechanical  work- 
manship. 

Wood's  Library  of  Standard  Medical  Authors  will  be  sold  for 
1883  as  heretofore,  by  subscription  only,  at  $15  a  year. 

Manna/  of  Gynaecology.  By  D.  Benj.  Hart,  M.  D..  P.  R.  C.  P. 
E.,  Lecturer  on  Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women,  School  of  Med- 
icine, Edinburgh,  etc.,  etc.,  and  A.  H.  Barbour,  M.  A.,  B.  Sc.,  M. 
B.,  Ass't  to  the  Professor  of  Midwifery,  University  of  Edinburgh. 
Volume  I.  Illustrated  with  ten  plates,  two  of  which  are  in  col- 
ors, and  192  fine  wood  engravings. 

Manual  of  Gynecology.  By  D.  Benj.  Hart,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  P. 
E.,  Lecturer  on  Midwifery  and  Diseases  ot  Women.  School  of  Med- 
icine, Edinburgh,  etc.,  etc.;  and  A.  H.  Barbour,  M.  A.,  B.  Sc.,  M. 

B.  ,  Ass't  to  the  Professor  of  Midwifery,  University  of  Edinburgh. 
Volume  II.  Illustrated  with  a  lithographic  plate  and  200  fine 
wood  engravings. 

Handbook  of  Elect  ro-t/ierupeutics.  By  Dr.  Wilhelm  Erb,  Pro- 
fessor in  the  University  of  Leipzig.  Illustrated  by  30  wood  en- 
gravings. 

The  Microscope  and  its  Recelations.    By  Wtn.  B.  Carpenter, 

C.  B..  M.  D..  LL  D.  Sixth  edition.  Volume  I.  Illustrated  by  one 
colored  and  about  16  plain  plates,  and  upwards  of  300  fine  wood  en- 
gravings. 

The  Microscope  and  its  Revelations.  By  Win.  B.  Carpenter,  0. 
B.,  M.  D.,  LL.D.  Sixth  edition.  Volume  II.  Illustrated  with 
about  10  plates  and  upwards  of  200  fine  wood  engravings. 

Diseases  of  the  (Esophagus,  Nasal  Cavities  and  Neck.  By  Mor- 
rell  Mackenzie,  M.  D.,  London,  Senior  Physician  of  the  Hospital 
for  the  Diseases  of  the  Chest  and  Throat :  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of 
the  Throat  at  London  Hospital  Medical  College,  etc.  Illustrated 
by  wood  engravings. 
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The  Diseases  of  Women.  A  manual  for  physicians  and  students 
by  Heinrich  Fritsch,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Gynecology  and  Obstet- 
rics at  the  University  of  Halle.  Translated  by  Isidore  Furst.  Il- 
lustrated with  150  fine  wood  engravings. 

The  Treatment  of  Wounds.  Being  a  treatise  on  the  principles 
upon  which  the  Treatment  of  Wounds  should  be  founded,  and  on 
the  best  methods  of  carrying  them  into  practice,  including  a  con- 
sideration of  the  modifications  which  special  injuries  may  demand. 
By  Lewis  S.  Pilcher,  A.  M.,  M.  D..  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Illustrated 
by  wood  engravings. 

Hereditary  Syphilis  :  Its  Pathology.  Treatment  and  Differential  Di- 
agnosis. By  P.  11.  Sturgis,  M.  D.,  fiarv.,  Member  of  the  Academy 
of  Medicine,  Ophthalmological  Society,  Dermatological  Society, 
N.  V.,  Clinical  Society.  Visiting  Surgeon  Charity  Hospital,  New 
York,  etc.  One  volume.  Illustrated  with  one  chromolithograph 
and  several  fine  wood  engravings. 

Legal  Medicine.  By  Charles  Meymott  Tidy,  M.  B..  F.  C.  S., 
Master  of  Surgery.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  of  Forensic  Medi- 
cine and  Public  Health  at  the  London  Hospital,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  Islington,  late  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Public  Analyst  for  the  city  of  London,  etc.    Volume  III. 

Legal  Medicine.  By  Charles  Meymott  Tidy,  M.  B.,  F.  C.  S., 
Master  of  Surgery.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  ot  Forensic  Medi- 
cine and  Public  Health  at  the  London  Hospital,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  Islington,  late  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Public  Analyst  for  the  city  of  London,  etc.    Volume  IV. 

A  Treatise  on  Veterinary  Medicines.  As  applied  to  the  diseases 
and  injuries  ot  the  horse.  Compiled  from  standard  modern  au- 
thorities. By  F.  0.  Kirby.  Illustrated  by  six  chromolithograph e 
plates,  containing  numerous  figures  and  about  150  fine  wood  en- 
gravings. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  have  seen  the  first  volume  ot 
the  Library  for  1883,  Hart's  Manual  of  Gynaecology.  It  is  a  fine 
octavo  of  313  pages  in  scarlet  cloth  binding.  4,The  anatomy,  phys- 
iology and  pathology  of  the  pelvic  organs  forms  the  foundation  of 
good  clinical  work."  •The  authors  base  their  text  book  upon  this 
principle. 
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THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  REVIEW  for  December  com- 
mands attention  no  less  by  the  eminence  of  its  contributors  than 
by  the  value  and  timeliness  of  its  table  of  contents.  First,  there  is 
a  symposium  on  "  The  Health  of  American  Women,  regarded  from 
three  distinct  points  of  view  :  Dr.  Dio  Lewis  considers  the  ques- 
tion tis  it  is  affected  by  the  prevailing  style  of  feminine  attire,  espec- 
ially by  the  practice  of  tight  lacing  ;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton 
points  out  the  many  injurious  influences  of  social  environment  ; 
and  Dr.  James  Read  Chadwick  sets  forth  the  effects  of  education, 
climate  and  food,  and  finally  discusses  the  question  whether  the 
modification  produced  in  the  European  human  type  by  transfer  to 
America  lessens  the  fertility  of  women.  Gov.  Buren  R.  Sherman, 
of  Iowa,  writes  of  the  u  Constitutional  Prohibition  "  of  the  liquor 
traffic  in  that  State,  and  maintains  that  the  measure  is  in  entire 

accord  with  the  traditions  of  the  origiual  settlers,  and  approved  by 
men  of  all  political  parties  and  all  nationalities.  General  Grant, 
in  an  article  entitled  "  An  Undeserved  Stigma,"  states  the  facts  of 
Gen.  Fitz  John  Porter's  case,  and  argues  that  the  sentence  of  the 
court  that  cashiered  him  was  based  on  misconception  of  the  essen- 
tial circumstances.  Richard  A.  Proctor  writes  of  ,k  The  Influence 
of  Food  on  Civilization,*1  discussing  with  much  learning  and  force 
some  of  the  most  interesting  sociological  problems  of  the  present 
day  and  of  the  near  future.  Prof.  Fisher,  of  Yale  College,  in  defin- 
ing the  causes  of  u  The  Decline  of  Clerical  Authority,  holds  that 
this  decline,  which  affects  the  status  of  the  church  and  minister 
only  as  a  part  or  function  of  the  secular  State,  is  by  no  means  to 
be  regretted,  and  that  the  spiritual  influence  of  the  church  and 
its  ministry  is  to-day  greater  than  of*  old.  Finally,  there  is  a  sym- 
posium upon  the  conditions  of  "  Success  on  the  Stage,"  the  con- 
tributors being  six  of  our  most  prominent  actors— John  McCul- 
lough,  Joseph  Jefferson,  Madame  Modjeska,  Lawrence  Barrett, 
Maggie  Mitchell,  and  William  Warren. 

TiiJi  wine  question  in  the  tag  hi  of  the 

NEW  DISPENSATION.  By  John  EllU,  M.  I>.$ 
Ncvj  Fork.    Published  by  the  A  ul/tor. 

However  much  we  may  differ  from  the  learned  author  as  to 
his  New  Church  Theology  we  have  great  regard  for  him  as  a 
man,  respect  for  his  pure  motives,  and  are  glad,  to  find  an  agree- 
ment with  him  in  very  many  of  his  arguments  and  conclusions. 
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"A  MERRY  HEART  DOETH  GOOD  LILE  A   MEDICINE.7' — SoloWOtl. 

The  Doctor's  Holiday  (Knickerbocker).— 

A  doctor  well  skilled  in  the  medical  art, 
For  a  holiday  tour  resolved  to  depart, 

And  leave  his  domestic  concerns — 
"But  what  will  become  of  the  patients  the  while?" 
u  Oh.  fear  not,"  a  neighbor  replied  with  a  smile  ; 

li  They  will  live— till  the  doctor  returns." 

The  Difference  {Horn.  J.  Obstetrics). — An  out-of-town  drug- 
gist entered  one  of  Boston's  apothecary  stores  and  handed  the 
clerk  a  simple  receipt.  "  One  dollar  and  fifty  cents,"  said  the  lat- 
ter, as  he  handed  the  medicine  over.  "  Isn't  that  pretty  steep?" 
asked  the  customer,  adding,  M  I'm  in  the  business  myself,  and  know 
somswhat  about  the  cost  of  these  ingredients."  "Oh  !  that  altera 
the  case,  was  the  response  ;  "  seventeen  cents,  please." 

"  One  Successful  Doctor  (Horn.  J.  Obstetrics). — The  late  Dr. 
Pancoast  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  of  American  physicians.  His 
estate  was  valued  at  about  one  million  dollars."  He  didn't  make 
it  at  the  practice  of  medicine,  however. 

Apply  it  to  the  Nostrum  Trader.— A  man  whom  Dr.  Johnson 
once  reproved  for  following  a  useless  and  demoralizing  business,said  in 
excuse,  "you  know  Doctor,  that  I  must  live."  The  brave  old  hater  of 
everything  mean  and  hateful  cooly  replied  that  lie  "did  not  see  the  least 
necessity  for  that." 

Fortunate. — "Did  you  know"  said  a  Yankee  to  a  Jew,  "that  they 
hang  Jews  and  donkeys  together  in  Poland "  Indeed!  then  it  is  well 
that  you  and  I  are  not  there,"  retorted  the  Israelite. 

Mrs.  P.  Says.— "Are  you  the  judge  of  reprobates?"  said  Mrs.  Part- 
ington, as  she  walked  into  an  office  of  a  judge  ot  probate. 
"I  am  a  judge  of  probate,"  was  the  reply. 

"Well,  that's  it,  I  expect,"  quote  the  old  lady.  "You  see,  ray  fathre 
died  detested,  and  he  left  me  several  little  infidels, and  I  want  to  be  their 
executioner." 
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Bayes.— William  Bayes,  M.  D.,  departed  this  life  suddenly  at  Bright- 
on, England,  on  the  8th  day  of  December,  1882,  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his 
age. 

The  Homoeopathic  World  says:  Some  ten  or  twelve  years  since  Dr. 
Bayes  had  a  severe  fall,  and  struck  his  head  against  the  pavement;  ever 
thereafter  he  suffered  more  or  less  in  the  occipital  region,  and  although 
he  continued  in  active  work,  still  he  never  really  entirely  recovered  from 
the  shock.  Now  he  has  joined  the  great  throng,  and  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  his  loss  will  be  greatly  felt  by  our  entire  body. 

I)r,  Bayes  was  the  author  of  a  work  entitled  "Applied  Homeo- 
pathy," and  of  numerous  pamphlets,  and  of  a  large  number  of  papers 
published  in  our  serial  literature;  he  was  also  sometime  co-editor  of  the 
Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review,  and  latterly  he  edited  a  journal  entitled 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Pcoyress.  But  he  will  be  most  missed  in  honueo- 
pathic  politics,  and  especially  in  connection  with  the  London  School  of 
Homoeopathy,  of  which  he  was  the  father,  and  to  the  success  of  which 

he  devoted  almost  his  life.  Dr.  Bayes  was  much  beloved  by  a  large  circle 
of  patients  and  friends. 

Mordent. — Last  Febrnary  we  were  called  upon  by  our  old  friend 
Dr.  R.  J.  P.  Morden,  of  London,  Ontario,  who  said  that  he  had  been 
obliged  to  relinguish  his  practice  and  was  about  traveling  to  regain  his 
health.  We  found  symptoms  of  ataxia  and  insidious  brain  trouble.  We 
advised  rest  and  enjoined  that  he  should  not  travel  alone.  In  the  au- 
tumn he  was  taken  to  an  asylum  and  on  the  29th  of  December  his 
emancipated  spirit  left  the  earthly*  house  and  tied  homewards.  When 
we  first  met  Dr.  M.  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  he  was  a  student  of  Dr* 
A.  T.  Bull,  at  London,  Out.  After  graduating,  and  Dr.  Bull's  removal 
to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  he  got  into  a  lucrative  practice.  Talented,  courteous, 
successful,  he  made  a  multitude  of  friends  who  regret  his  early  de- 
parture. 

We  tender  his  family  our  sincere  sympathy  in  their  affliction. 

Pidoux.— Prof  Pidoux,  colleague  of  Prof.  Trousseau,  in  the  elab- 
orate work  on  Therapeutics,  died  at  Paris  on  Sept.  4, 1882. 

Wielobycki. — Dr.  Dionysius  Wielobycki,  a  well-known  homtepath- 
ic  physician  and  contributor  to  the  British  Journal  of  Honueopathy, 
died  at  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  Nov.  10,  1882. 
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CLOSE  OF  THE  NINETEENTH  VOLUME. 

In  bringing  our  labors  for  the  year  1882  to  a  close  we  desire  in  the 
first  place  to  repeat  our  thanks  to  many  of  our  old  subscribers  who 
have  been  so  patient  with  our  lateness.  No  complaint  has  come 
from  any  who  have  taken  the  Journal  for  a  number  of  years  and 
paid  for  it.  We  receive  remittances  from  these  asking  pardon  tor 
procrastination  on  their  part,  but  not  a  word  of  censure  for  our 
late  appearance  month  after  mouth.  This  is  very  kind  indeed. 
Certainly  our  nineteen  years  of  service  is  fully  appreciated. 

Our  twentieth  volume  will  commence  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1883,  and  will  consist  as  usual  of  twelve  (12)  numbers.  As  we  are 
now  able  to  give  more  time  to  the  Journal  than  when  we  had  a 
large  practice  to  attend  to,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  in 
prompt  appearance,  and  practical  value  it  will  excel  our  previous 
issues.  Our  editorial  corps  will  be  strengthened  by  the  accession  of 
some  new  writers,  and  a  series  of  illustrated  Materia  Medica  papers 
published  which  we  know  all  of  our  readers  will  value  highly. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE 

will  be  £2.50.  or  $2.00  it'  paid  in  advance.  Complimentary  copies 
of  any  one  of  the  following  will  be  mailed  prepaid  to  any  of  our 
subscribers  who  remit  in  advance  for  Vol.  20  before  the  end  of 
March. — Doctor  Woman. — Charge  on  Typhoid  Fever. — Mitchell 
on  Trine. — Richardson  on  Cholera  Infantum,  Diarrhoea  and  Dys- 
entery.— Meyhoffer  on  Consumption. — Ruddock  on  Consumption. 
Lodge  on  Asiatic  Cholera— Hoyne  on  Fevers.— Homoeopathic 
Tracts  assortment. — Gilchrist  on  Tumors. — Moore  on  Scarlatina. 
— Payne  on  Lilium  Tigrinum — Present  State  Practice  of  Physic-. 

All  remittances  to  made  by  Postal  money  orders,  bank  bills  in 
registered  letters,  banker's  drafts  on  New  York,  or  American  Ex- 
press money  orders. 

CLUB  RATES  AND  AGENTS  PRICE 

will  be  $1.50.  Medical  students  can  have  the  advantage  of  this 
rate.  When  over  one  Journal  is  taken  in  connection  with  the  Ob- 
server, and  b«th  are  paid  for  in  advance  at  this  office,  only  $1.50 
will  be  charged  for  Observer,  when  several  are  taken  twenty  per 
cent,  will  be  deducted  from  the  aggregate  amount. 

STENTS   THERAPETICS.— CHEPMELl's  HINTS. — HART  ON  THE  EYE. 

A  copy  of  either  of  these  works  will  be  sent  (postage  prepaid)  com- 
plimentary, to  any  subscriber  who  remits  $5.00  for  Vols.  20  and  21. 

richardson' 6  obstetrics 
until  the  present  stock  is  exhausted  we  will  send  leather  bound 
copies,  prepaid,  at  $4.00  and  the  Observer,  Vol.  20,  (1883)  compli- 
mentary. 

American  Observer  Pub.  Co., 
By  E.  A.  Lodge,  Sen.,  General  Editor  &c. 
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